PRESS RELEASE
Tuesday, 11" February 2020
Yes Equality partners with National Library on digital collecting project

Donation comprises over 6,000 photographs documenting various aspects of the campaign
for marriage equality

Announcement is one of several activities within a wider LGBTI+ programme of events
taking place in 2020

The National Library of Ireland (NLI) has today (11.02.20) announced Yes Equality — the
organisation that led the nationwide campaign to secure a yes vote in the marriage equality
referendum in May 2015 — as the latest participant in its 'Digital Pilots’ project. The NLI
Digital Pilots aim to expand the ways the Library collects and provides access to the ‘born-
digital’ story of Ireland, enabling content like videos, digital documents and digital images to
become part of the national collections. The Yes Equality Digital Visual Archive donation
comes ahead of the fifth anniversary of the marriage equality referendum in Ireland in May.

The donated archive is a visual record of the activities of Yes Equality, and comprises over
6,000 photographs commissioned by the organisation. It documents various aspects of the
campaign, including activities that tell the personal stories of campaigners and their families
and friends, voting day, and post-result celebrations. It will be catalogued and made
available by the Library, one of the first Irish born-digital archives to be accessible in this
way.

Speaking at the announcement, Director of the National Library Dr Sandra Collins said: “As
Ireland’s memory-keeper, the Library is committed to collecting and safeguarding Ireland’s
many voices and diverse experiences. It's very important to us that everyone feels welcome,
visible and included. Today’s announcement highlights the important place contemporary
collecting has always had in the Library’s work, capturing civil rights movements and
documenting social change as it happens. The Yes Equality Visual Digital Archive is an
important part of the story of Ireland and we are proud to add this archive to the national
collections.”

Co-leaders of Yes Equality, Grainne Healy and Brian Sheehan said: “Five years on from that
historic day in May 2015, when Ireland voted decisively and overwhelmingly in favour of
marriage equality, we are happy to be in the National Library of Ireland to revisit the energy
and optimism of that campaign. The archive reflects a campaign that was rooted in the real,
lived experience and personal stories of ordinary people, which contributed to an
extraordinary outcome. As a place in which important stories have been written, told and
remembered throughout Irish history, it is an honour to donate this archive to the Library


http://www.nli.ie/

and add to that collection. We look forward to working with the Library to make this archive
available to as wide an audience as possible.”

Announcement of LGBTI+ programme of events

The announcement also marks the launch of a major LGBTI+ programme of events
commencing in May 2020. Co-curated by LGBTI+ rights advocate Tonie Walsh and the NLI,
the events programme will include a series of talks and panel discussions covering issues
related to LGBTI+ history in Ireland, highlighting the Library’s extensive collections and
drawing on its Irish Queer Archive. Additional events will explore related themes such as the
history of Irish photojournalism and of Irish protest and activism, as evidenced in collections
held by the NLI.

The flagship event within the programme is an exhibition of the Christopher Robson
Photographic Collection in the National Photographic Archive, Temple Bar, launching in May
2020. The exhibition is being co-curated by the NLI and Christopher Robson’s partner, Bill
Foley. Christopher Robson was a founding member of the Gay and Lesbian Equality Network
(GLEN). His photographic collection of around 2,000 slides was donated to the Library in
2015. The collection predominantly documents LGBTI+ Pride events throughout Ireland

between 1992, a year before the decriminalisation of homosexuality, and 2007.

Dr Collins added: “The participation of Yes Equality in the Library’s ‘Digital Pilots’ project,
combined with our upcoming LGBTI+ programme of events, reflect our ongoing
commitment to diversity and inclusion. They offer us all a moment to reflect on the road
travelled by the LGBTI+ community and society at large since the decriminalisation of
homosexuality in 1993. Our programme of activities in 2020 marks the role activism and
campaigning have played in making Ireland a more open and accepting place - the first
country in the world to have a landslide plebiscite in favour of marriage equality.”

For more information visit nli.ie.
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Note to Editors:
e Director of the NLI, Dr Sandra Collins is available for comment on request.
e A selection of items contained in this donation can be accessed via the following
Dropbox here.
e The NLI Diversity and Inclusion Policy can be read here.
e The NLI Diversity and Inclusion Implementation Plan can be read here.


file:///C:/Users/sebastian.enke/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/PLX8DPYY/nli.ie
dropbox.com/sh/gjg0t52rw7tcyw6/AABJmt51pnXVu16IrtnrnW6Va?dl=0
https://www.nli.ie/en/Policy.aspx
https://www.nli.ie/en/implementation-plan.aspx

About the Library: The National Library of Ireland is the library of record for Ireland.
Established in 1877, it shares the story of Ireland with the world through its unique
collections. The NLI cares for more than ten million items, including books, manuscripts,
newspapers, photographs, prints, maps, drawings, ephemera, music and digital media. The
Library is open, free of charge, to all those who wish to consult the collections. The five
strategic priorities for the National Library of Ireland for 2016-2021 are to collect, protect,
connect, innovate and collaborate. Further information is available at www.nli.ie. Follow the

NLI on Twitter @NLIreland, Facebook National Library of Ireland, Flickr on the Commons
and YouTube.
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