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Recent Events
President Michael D Higgins Archive
Donation
President Michael D Higgins formally presented
his personal archive to the National Library of
Ireland on 20 September, during the Presidential
Election Campaign. The archive comprises
140 boxes of material spanning 40 years of Mr
Higgins’ public life, and includes the original
handwritten texts of his various Hot Press
magazine articles, original manuscripts of his
four poetry books as well as diaries, travel
notebooks, academic papers and unpublished
research materials.

President Higgins is photographed here with
Diarmaid Ferriter, Professor of Modern Irish
History, School of History and Archives at
University College Dublin and NLI Board Member.

Small Lives Exhibition Launch
The launch of our current National Photographic
Archive exhibition Small Lives took place on
30 August. The exhibition, which presents
captivating views of Irish childhood between 1880
and 1970, juxtaposes children’s lives with the
broad sweep of Irish social and political history.
It was oﬃcially opened by Mr Jimmy Deenihan
TD, Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht,
and will remain on view until June 2012.

Fiona Ross, Director, National Library of Ireland is
pictured at the National Photographic Archive in
Temple Bar with Minister Deenihan.

UCC Conferring Ceremony
Fiona Ross, Director, National Library of Ireland
was guest speaker at the University College
Cork College of Arts, Celtic Studies and Social
Sciences conferring ceremony on 5 September.
She referenced the ﬁlm One Day throughout
the speech, telling the new graduates that they
would look back on their graduation day for
years to come and advising them not to be too
surprised by life’s twists and turns!
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Photographed at the reception following the
conferring ceremony are Professor Caroline Fennell,
University College Cork, Fiona Ross and Dr Michael
Murphy, President of University College Cork.

RI Best Memorial Lecture 2011
This year’s RI Best Memorial Lecture, which
took place on 12 October, was given by L Perry
Curtis Jr, Professor Emeritus of History, Brown
University. In his lecture entitled Post-famine
Perceptions of the Irish Landlords, Professor
Curtis addressed the issue of the long and
controversial history of the viliﬁcation of Irish
landlords.

Professor L Perry Curtis Jr photographed as he
introduces the annual memorial lecture for Richard
Irving Best, the fourth Director of the National
Library of Ireland.

‘Library Late’ Chillers & Thrillers
Best-selling author John Connolly joined us
on 20 October for the ﬁrst ‘Library Late’ event
in our Autumn/Winter series, which focused
on the crime/thriller genre. On 15 December,
Alex Barclay, Arlene Hunt and Declan Burke
participated in a panel discussion entitled
‘Insights of the Female Crime Writer’ hosted by
RTE broadcaster John Murray.

John Connolly and Dr Darryl Jones, Trinity College
Dublin, editor of Collected Ghost Stories by MR
James. The event featured a special screening of
O Whistle and I’ll Come to You, an adaptation of the
short story by MR James.

1641 Depositions
On 9 November we were joined by Trinity College
Dublin academics Dr Mícheál Ó Siochrú and Dr
Eamon Darcy; Dr John Gibney, NUI Galway, and
Queen’s University Belfast academic Dr Patrick
Fitzgerald, a former curator at the UlsterAmerican Folk Park, for the second in a series
of hedge school events presented by History
Ireland in association with the NLI. The hedge
school focused on the 1641 Depositions – sworn
statements made by survivors of alleged attacks
by Catholic Irish rebels against Protestant
settlers during the 1641 Rebellion.

NLI News & Events January – April 2012

Left to right: Tommy Graham, editor, History
Ireland, Dr John Gibney, NUI Galway, Dr Eamon
Darcy, Trinity College Dublin, Dr Patrick Fitzgerald,
Centre of Migration Studies, Northern Ireland and
Micheál Ó Siochrú, Trinity College Dublin.
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Building a
21st Century
Library
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Since the NLI was founded in 1877, our mission
has remained fundamentally unchanged: to collect
and preserve the documentary heritage of Ireland
and to make it accessible to the people of Ireland
and abroad.

‘The types
of materials
that we must
collect, preserve,
promote and
make accessible
are changing
both quickly and
dramatically’.

This photograph, taken from the O’Dea
Collection is just one of several thousand images
digitised by the NLI team in recent months.
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For most of the past 135 years, the categories of
materials in our collections remained more or
less constant: rare manuscripts, books, portraits,
photographs, genealogical records, newspapers,
periodicals and ephemera. Now, however, the
types of materials that we must collect, preserve,
promote and make accessible are changing both
quickly and dramatically. These materials range
from books, ebooks and manuscripts to diaries and
iPhone apps with diary functions; from manuscript
maps and GIS datasets to general election posters
and ﬂyers and candidates’ websites.
In our digital world, huge amounts of electronic
content are being created every day. We must
collect this content and ensure that future
researchers will be able to access this cultural
heritage. Against this background, we have initiated
four work programmes which will form the building
blocks of our 21st century library: Born Digital,
Catalogue Development, Digitisation and ‘Oscail’.
Taking the Born Digital programme ﬁrst: we have
recently completed two Born Digital collection
projects including the General Election 2011
website archiving project (see article on page 15),
and we are currently completing the archiving of
websites relating to the 2011 Presidential Election
Campaign. In early 2012, we plan to introduce a
pilot programme which will involve the collection
of electronic publications from a small number of
government departments and State agencies.
In the case of Catalogue Development, activity is
currently focused on the Guard Books conversion
project. The Guard Books are the NLI’s original printed
catalogue of books and periodicals collected between
1890 and 1970. Almost 40% of this catalogue is still
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not online, and can only be accessed by searching
in person in the big volumes in the Reading Room.
Our objective is to digitise these entries and include
them in our online catalogue. When the project is
completed in March 2012, the result will be a more
accurate record of our collections as well as improved
access to these collections.
Our Digitisation Programme digitises material for
all kinds of purposes, from exhibitions to collection
management and supply of copies to the public.
Collections are scheduled for digitisation according
to criteria such as frequency of use, uniqueness and
condition. The digitisation process involves more
than merely photographing the various objects: the
material must also be catalogued so that it can be
located by researchers. In addition, because certain
items may require conservation or preservation
work before being digitised, surveys must be
carried out to assess whether particular materials
are suitable for such interventions.

This daguerrotype (1852) shows the lovely Miss
Coddington of Co Louth patiently sitting in her
chair. Alongside the daguerrotype is a photograph
from our Independent Newspapers (Ireland)
Collection, tweeted after the ﬂooding in Dublin
during October 2011.

Among projects planned for the ﬁrst half of 2012
are the digitisation of the Ortelius maps and,
from the Ephemera collection, 900 government
proclamations dating from the 16th century to the
18th century, which are political, historical and
religious in nature.
Finally, the aim of ‘Oscail’ is to support each of the
above programmes through the implementation
of speciﬁc hardware and software tools and
processes. Our ﬁrst requirement is a digital
repository where we can manage, store and
preserve each of the digital objects either created
or collected as part of the Born Digital and
digitisation programmes.
One year from now, academic researchers and
members of the public will be able to view a
greatly expanded array of both digitised and digital
material in the NLI’s online catalogue – ranging from
photographs to election websites, rare manuscript
maps, pamphlets and proclamations.
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It’s all about access…

Our Digitisation
Programme digitises
material for all
kinds of purposes,
from exhibitions
to collection
management and
supply of copies to
the public.

Your Ticket to the Past
Would you like to read newspapers dating from
the Great Famine in the 1800s or browse through
photographs of the 1916 Rising?
Have you ever thought about researching your
family tree? Perhaps you’d like to know more about
the history of your local area, or maybe you’d like to
explore the personal archives of your favourite Irish
author. Whatever your interests, a Reader’s Ticket is
your gateway to the past.
Getting a Reader’s Ticket takes just a few minutes.
Simply call in to us with photo ID and we’ll help you
complete a short form, take a new photograph for
our records and issue your Ticket for free. It will be
valid for three years and will give you access to the
over eight million items in our collections that are
just waiting to be discovered.

If you have not already visited
our Manuscripts Department at 2
Kildare Street, why not avail of the
opportunity to see ﬁrsthand some
of the almost one million items
spanning nearly one thousand
years and covering a vast array of
subjects from art and music to the
Irish language, science, geography
and more. Alternatively, why not
delve into the archives of politicians
and countless others who changed
the course of Irish history?
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We have the most comprehensive range of Irish
documentary heritage in the world. As well as
holding a copy of every book ever published
in Ireland, we also have full collections of Irish
newspapers, (some dating back to the 1700s),
photographs and drawings of almost every part of
Ireland dating from the late 19th century, archives
and personal papers of writers, landed families –
the list goes on.
Reader’s Ticket holders can avail of a 10%
discount in Café Joly.
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Particles
of the Past
This February, we will launch Particles of the Past –
Phase Four of our interactive multimedia exhibition
Discover your National Library at 2 Kildare St. To
celebrate Dublin City of Science 2012, the exhibition
will showcase a fascinating selection of sciencerelated gems from our collections.
With topics ranging from 17th century home
remedies to the engineering feat of Ardnacrusha,
from a handwritten journal recording Captain
Cook’s second voyage to early photography,
the exhibition promises to be as eclectic as it is
interesting. “Even though we’re a humanities library,
we have pieces that reﬂect what was going on in
the scientiﬁc world hundreds of years ago. A lot of
the material we’ve chosen would have been very
popular science at the time” says Co-Curator
Riona McMorrow.
Robert Boyle is considered by many to be the father
of modern chemistry. Alongside his seminal work
‘The Sceptical Chymist’, another gem on display in
the exhibition is a book containing an interesting
collection of home remedies for everything from
sore throats to piles. “Some of the cures are just
amazing” says Co-Curator Aoife O’Connor. “In
the 1700s they were doing things like crushing up
earthworms, powdering them and feeding them to
people; the powdered earthworms were generally
served with white wine it seems! Another remedy
involved the use of human faeces to cure eye
complaints. Fantastic stuﬀ !”
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Hand-tinted, ambrotype portrait of a formally
dressed lady and gentleman, ca 1855.

“Some of the cures
are just amazing.
In the 1700s they
were doing things
like crushing
up earthworms,
powdering them
and feeding them
to people”.

Each item will
also have an
accompanying video
where visitors can
listen to an expert
discuss the item in
greater depth.

The 18th century archaeological drawings in the
exhibition include sketches by Gabriel Beranger
and Austin Cooper, who travelled around Ireland
drawing historic monuments and buildings. Many of
the buildings they recorded no longer exist, which is
why their work is so important.
Booklets and postcards of Ireland’s ﬁrst largescale hydroelectric scheme at Ardnacrusha were
selected because they highlight the signiﬁcance of
the project in 1920s Ireland. “Ardnacrusha was a
tourist attraction at the time” says Aoife O’Connor.
“You could buy collector’s item images of it! One
of the books on display at the exhibition describes
Limerick as ‘the Mecca of Ireland’. That’s how
highly thought of Ardnacrusha was. Nothing like
that had been seen in Ireland before. It was a huge
engineering undertaking.”

Particles of the Past is an interactive exhibition so,
in addition to viewing items in their cases, visitors
will be able to examine them in greater detail by
using our innovative ‘Discovery’ touchscreens. Each
item will also have an accompanying video where
visitors can listen to an expert discuss the item in
greater depth.

Cadaver Eﬃgy, St Peter’s Drogheda, Co Louth.
Taken from the Cooper Collection.

Finally, visitors can also look forward to the
conservation and preservation elements of the
exhibition where they can see how science is
used here in the NLI to protect individual items
in our collections so that they can be enjoyed for
generations to come.

Discover your National Library: Particles of the
Past will run from February to December 2012.
To ﬁnd out more about the accompanying
lecture series, see the Calendar of Events on
pages 21-23.
South-east view of St Patrick’s Cathedral Dublin,
1958. Taken from the Beranger Collection.
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Iarsmaí
ón Seansaol
Sa mhí Feabhra seo atá le teacht, seolfaimid Iarsmaí
ón Seansaol - Céim a Cheathair dár dtaispeántas
idirghníomhach interactive ilmheán Fáil amach
faoi do Leabharlann Náisiúnta suite ag 2 Sráid
Chill Dara. Chun Baile Átha Cliath, Cathair na
hEolaíochta, 2012, a cheiliúradh, taispeánfar rogha
iontach de gheamanna eolaíochta dár mbailiúcháin.
Le raon leathan de théamaí ó leigheasanna
teaghlaigh ón 17ú haois go dtí an t-éacht
innealtóireachta d’Ard na Croise , ó dhialann
lámhscríofa ina dtugtar cuntas den dara turas a
rinne an Captaen Cook go grianghrafadóireacht
luath, ní amháin a mbeidh an taispeántas suimiúil
ach beidh sé leictreach. “Cé go bhfuilimid ina
leabharlann daonnachtaí, tá saothair againn a
léiríonn cad a bhí ar siúl sa domhan eolaíochta
na céadta bliain ó shin. Bhíodh cuid mhór de na
leabhair a roghnaíomar eolaíocht an-choitianta ag
an am” arsa Riona McMorrow, Comh-Choimeádaí.
Ceapann go leor daoine gurb é Robert Boyle athair
na ceimice nua-aimseartha. In éineacht lena
saothair fíorthábhachtach ‘The Sceptical Chymist’,
geam eile atá ar taispeáint ná an leabhar ina bhfuil
bailiúchán suimiúil de leigheasanna teaghlaigh do
gach rud ó scornach thinn go fíocais. “Tá roinnt
de na leigheasanna ar fheabhas ar fad” arsa
Aoife O’Connor, Comh-Choimeádaí. “San ochtú
haois dhéag bhí siad ag déanamh rudaí cosúil le
péisteanna talún a bhrú agus púdar a chur orthu;
is cosúil go rabhthas ag tabhairt na péisteanna
talún le púdar do dhaoine in éineacht le fíon bán!
Leigheas eile, ba í úsáid faecas daonna chun tinnis
súile a leigheas. Tá sé go hiontach!”
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Píosa éadaigh coirte ó iomraimh Cook.

“Cé go bhfuilimid
ina leabharlann
daonnachtaí, tá
saothair againn a
léiríonn cad a bhí
ar siúl sa domhan
eolaíochta na céadta
bliain ó shin”.

San áireamh i líníochtaí seandálaíocht den ochtú
haois dhéag bhí sceitsí le Gabriel Beranger agus
Austin Cooper, ar thaisteal ar fud na hÉireann ag
dearadh séadchomharthaí agus foirgnimh stairiúla.
Níl go leor de na foirgnimh ar thug siad cuntas
fúthu ann a thuilleadh agus mar sin tá an saothar
fíorthábhachtach.

Tógadh an íomhá seo de Theach an Chustaim
(1858) as Albam Tenison agus is deismireacht í de
ghrianghrafadóireacht luath Éireannach.

Níl go leor de na
foirgnimh ar thug
siad cuntas fúthu
ann a thuilleadh agus
mar sin tá an saothar
fíorthábhachtach.

Roghnaíodh leabhráin agus cártaí poist den chéad
scéim hidrileictreach ag Ard na Croise, mar gheall
go leagann siad béim ar thábhacht an tionscadail
in Éirinn sna ﬁchidí. “Bhí Ard na Croise ina ní is díol
spéise do thurasóirí ag an am” arsa Aoife O’Connor.
“Bhítí ábalta íomhánna earra inbhailithe di a
cheannach! Bhí Ard na Croise chomh tábhachtach
sin gur i gceann de na leabhair atá ar taispeántas,
léiríodh Luimneach mar ‘Meice na hÉireann’.
Ní fhacthas aon rud mar sin riamh in Éirinn. Ba
thionscadal innealtóireachta ollmhór é.”
Is taispeántas idirghníomhach é Iarsmaí ón Seansaol
mar sin, chomh maith le breathnú ar earraí ina
mboscaí, beidh cuairteoirí ábalta breathnú ar
na mionsonraí go léir trínár scáileáin tadhaill
nuálaíocha ‘Fionnadh’ a úsáid. Beidh fís ag gabháil
le gach earra, agus leis sin féadfaidh na cuairteoirí
éisteacht le saineolaí a labhraíonn faoin earra.
Mar fhocal scoir, is féidir le cuairteoirí a bheith ag
tnúth leis na gnéithe caomhnaithe den taispeántas,
ina bhféadfaidh siad breathnú ar an gcaoi a
n-úsáidtear an eolaíocht anseo i Leabharlann
Náisiúnta na hÉireann chun earraí aonair a chosaint
ionas go bhféadfaidh na glúine atá le teacht sult a
bhaint astu.
Reáchtálfar Fáil amach faoi do Leabharlann
Náisiúnta: Iarsmaí ón Seansaol ó mhí Feabhra go
mí na Nollag 2012.
D’fhonn a fháil amach níos mó faoin léacht
sraithe atá ag gabháil leis, féach ar Fhéilire na
nImeachtaí ar leathanaigh 21-23.
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Exhibitions
The exhibition, Yeats: the life and works of
William Butler Yeats has been described in The
Irish Times as “one of the most important literary
exhibitions yet staged internationally”. As well as
providing a unique opportunity to view manuscripts
and memorabilia generously donated to the NLI
by the poet’s family, the exhibition gives visitors an
insight into Irish social, cultural and political life
from the late 1800s to the 1930s.
Richly dressed 19th century children gaze out of
studio portraits, while images of children making
ﬁshing nets in West Cork industrial schools, or
learning lace-making in Donegal hang side by side
with 20th century boys and girls praying, acting out
war games or getting ready for a day at the beach.
These are just some of the many photographs in the
Small Lives exhibition at the National Photographic
Archive in Temple Bar where captivating views of
Irish childhood between 1880 and 1970 juxtapose
children’s lives with the broad sweep of Irish social
and political history.
Our multimedia exhibition Discover your National
Library invites you behind the scenes to view
amazing never-before-seen treasures from our
collections, and hear from the staﬀ that look
after them. By using our innovative ‘Discovery’
touchscreens, you can zoom in on the detail of
thousands of rare and beautiful items.

The poet and his family (from left: Anne, George,
WB Yeats and Michael)

In the late 19th century, young children were often
dressed alike. Props and poses were used to show
whether the child was a boy or a girl in art and
photographs - this boy (pictured standing) has
been given a toy animal instead of a doll.

In February, to celebrate Dublin City of Science
2012, Phase Four of the exhibition, Particles of
the Past, will showcase a fascinating selection of
science-related gems. From 17th century home
remedies to early archaeological drawings to
Captain Cook’s journal, this exhibition is sure to
awaken your inner Einstein.
To learn more about Discover your National
Library: Particles of the Past, see pages 8-9.
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Electricity pylon decorated with garlands,
Ardnacrusha - Ireland’s ﬁrst large-scale
hydroelectric scheme.

Collections
News
We have recently received a
donation of a collection of
papers relating to the late
Michael J Wall, Carlow, which
includes a unique Census of
the parish of Castledermot, Co
Kildare, compiled for Rev L
Dunne by EJ Scully, teacher, 1840.
This census (145 pages in extent) was
commissioned by the Rev Laurence
Dunne PP of Castledermot with a view
to ﬁlling in gaps in the parish registers
which were incomplete. Scully himself
was an orator and ‘legal eagle’ who
represented and defended the rights
of the people of Castledermot,
particularly in regard to land matters.
Local tradition states that he was also
a hedge school master.
The papers include gravestone
inscriptions, some of which have
now almost totally disappeared;
observations on the Mullaghreelan
(1867) and Collon (1915) murders, as
well as a ledger containing minutes
of meetings of the Irish National
League (INL) held in Castledermot in
the 1890s. The minutes of 5 April 1891
note the Branch’s decision to sever all
connections with the central branch of
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Castledermot Census, page 108.

Pamphlet entitled Who Burnt Cork City? Part of
the Seán Hendrick Collection.

Castledermot Census, page 126.

13

the INL and that “we resolve ourselves into a branch
of the Irish National Federation”, on the grounds
that Mr Parnell has “by his own acts forfeited our
conﬁdence in him as leader”.
The collection was donated to the NLI by Michael J
Wall’s wife Patricia.
One of our recent purchases is a Visitors’ Book
from Emo Court in Co Laois for the years 18601900. Designed by James Gandon, the magniﬁcent
neo-classical Emo Court was the home of the Earls of
Portarlington. Now in State ownership, it was, in the
middle decades of the 20th century, owned by the
Jesuits from whom it was acquired in the 1960s by Mr
Cholmeley-Harrison.
The Visitors’ Book contains over 1,000 signatures of
which the ﬁrst, ‘Marlborough’, is dated 14 October
1860. Other titled visitors include Castlerosse
(Killarney), Meath (Kilruddery), Londonderry,
Blandford, Wingﬁeld, Conyngham (Slane Castle),
Listowel, Dillon (Clonbrock), De Vesci (Abbeyleix)
along with Tighes of Woodstock, Edward and Alice
Cadogan, Charles and Augusta Childers, Randolph
S Churchill, Paula Spencer Churchill, Clementine
Spencer Churchill, Susan Vane Tempest. Also
present are signatures of several Jesuit priests from
St Stanislaus’ College, Tullamore. (The Countess of
Portarlington had converted to Catholicism in 1867,
which may account for the number of the visitors
from St Stanislaus’ College). Other addresses which
appear frequently include the Curragh Camp, the
Royal Hospital and the Vice-Regal Lodge.
We also hold in our collections a number
of manuscript items relating to the Earls of
Portarlington, among them two large albums of
architectural drawings by James Gandon (including
drawings of Emo), a map of Emo Park (1850), and the
workmen’s wages book from the Portarlington estate
at Emo Park (1905-1909).

14

Extracts from the Emo Court Visitors’ Book.

We also hold in our
collections a number
of manuscript items
relating to the Earls
of Portarlington

General Election
Archive

2011

Our Digital Programme staﬀ, who are currently collecting websites relating to
the 2011 Presidential Election, recently released a collection of websites on
the theme of the 2011 General Election.

While we continue to collect hard copies of election
posters, we have also begun archiving web-based
material, beginning with the February 2011 General
Election and, more recently, the Presidential
Election. This Sinn Féin election poster dates from
1918, while the Dylan Haskins election web page
was harvested on 21 February 2011.

As research shows
that the average
lifespan of websites
is between 75 and
100 days, the need
to preserve these
contemporary
records is obvious.

With digital and social media used extensively
throughout the campaign, this presented us with a
unique and exciting opportunity to record history.
As research shows that the average lifespan of
websites is between 75 and 100 days, the need to
preserve these contemporary records is obvious.
In the UK, the British Library has been collecting
websites on London 2012 since 2008, while the
Library of Congress in the US captured 9/11 websites
over a period of months after 11 September 2001.
We are the ﬁrst institution in Ireland to undertake
the systematic collecting of websites, in
conjunction with our partner Internet Memory
Foundation. We started this collection initiative to
coincide with General Election 2011 because, as
our Born-Digital Programme Manager Della Murphy
points out, this election was of such huge historical
and technological importance, featuring increased
use of social media as a way to reach voters. “As
a result of the project, researchers will have no
need to travel to the NLI to access the collection;
they will just need access to a computer. Anyone
worldwide with an interest in Irish politics and
elections will be able to view these websites – even
if they disappear from the public Web.”
You can access the collection, which includes
candidate sites, political party sites, political
commentary sites and some government sites on
our website www.nli.ie.
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A New Team
for Café Joly
There’s a new team at our Café Joly, where Bronwyn Bailey and
Michael O’Malley are combining over 20 years’ experience in
the restaurant business, and a love of good food and service, to
delicious eﬀect.
With an emphasis on local, seasonal, and artisan
produce, Café Joly oﬀers Irish cheese and
charcuterie boards, smoked ﬁsh plates and patés,
homemade soups and sandwiches, along with hot
dish specials. The ‘Cup and Crust’ (half soup, half
sandwich) is a lunchtime favourite, while great
coﬀee and teas, and home-baked cakes, scones
and tarts are available all day.
Bronwyn and Michael are also developing Café Joly
as a destination for events and cultural evenings.
Creative writing classes under the tutorship of
Yvonne Cullen are available throughout January
and February 2012 (for more details contact Yvonne
at writingtrain@gmail.com or pop in to Café Joly),
while Sheridans Cheesemongers will be holding a
cheese course to run every Wednesday evening for
four weeks in February. Details are available from
Sheridans Cheesemongers, 11 South Anne Street
Dublin 2 (Tel + 353 1 679 3143)
Café Joly will also host a series of Second Friday
nights from February 2012. On the second Friday
of each month, an evening of informal talks, new
writers showcasing excerpts of their work, music
and poetry readings will be on oﬀer. There will be
no cover charge and everyone is welcome to this
cosy, fun and informal evening, complemented with
good food and a glass or two of wine.
Café Joly oﬀers a 10% discount to NLI Readers.
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Café Joly
T +353 1 603 0257
Opening hours:
Monday - Wednesday
9.00am to 6.30pm
Thursday - Friday
9.00am to 4.30pm
Saturday
9.30am to 4.00pm

Supporting the NLI
Since its foundation in 1877, the National Library
of Ireland has enjoyed great support in the form of
ﬁnancial and material donations which have enabled
us to become the world’s leading repository of
information for Ireland’s history and heritage.
One hundred and thirty ﬁve years on, we need our
readers and visitors to support the NLI so that we
may continue this work.
If you are interested in donating items to the NLI,
please contact the Keeper of Collections, Colette
O’Flaherty by telephone at (01) 6030 230 or by
email: coﬂaherty@nli.ie.
Spectacular view of the NLI Reading Room

If you would like to make a ﬁnancial contribution,
donation boxes are located in the main NLI building,
at the Discover exhibition in 2 Kildare Street, and in
the National Photographic Archive in Temple Bar.
Also coming soon is a new online donation facility
on our website: www.nli.ie.
Thank you for your support.

Too far to visit the NLI?
We have a selection of travelling exhibitions for
public display in schools and libraries. Topics range
from Ulysses to news photography to World
War 1. Some exhibitions include a Discovery Box
containing a wide range of learning materials and
worksheets.
For further information or to book a travelling
exhibition, please contact learning@nli.ie or call
(01) 6030 346.
NLI News & Events January – April 2012
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Creative Writing
Classes
Café Joly is the venue for Yvonne Cullen’s new
“literary café” - style creative writing classes and
workshops.
Last December’s ‘Write In The City’ classes
encouraged participants to combine their own
Dublin stories with inspiration from the city’s history
and culture discovered in the NLI’s resources. Great
coﬀee and convivial lunchbreaks also helped the
creative juices ﬂow!
Yvonne Cullen is now taking bookings for her next
series of Saturday Writing Workshops, starting in
February. These will provide developing writers
with support, feedback and guidance. In addition,
Yvonne will oﬀer an energising ‘Start to Write’
course at a specially reduced rate, commencing
on Monday 6 February.

Fees and times
Writing Workshops:
Beginning Saturday 4 February for
ten weeks.
10.00am to 12.00pm
€240
‘Start to Write Mondays’:
Beginning Monday 6 February for
eight weeks.
3.00pm to 5.00pm
€175

Bookings for the classes and workshops should be
made directly with Yvonne Cullen.
Email: writingtrain@gmail.com or call 086 170 1418.
About Yvonne Cullen
Yvonne Cullen’s ﬁrst poetry collection Invitation to the Air won the American Ireland Fund
Collection Competition. Showtown, a non-ﬁction love letter to Ireland’s Travelling Shows,
will appear in 2012 and is also in development as a television documentary.
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History Ireland
Hedge School
We’re delighted
to host the next
History Ireland
hedge school event
entitled The War
of Independence:
‘four glorious
years’ or squalid
sectarian conﬂict?
on Wednesday, 11
January at 7.00pm.

The Four Glorious Years 1918-1921 is the title of Frank
Gallagher’s account of the War of Independence.
Gallagher was deputy director of the Department
of Publicity in the ﬁrst Dáil Government. But how
glorious were these years? Recent scholarship,
in particular, work by the late Peter Hart on the
war in West Cork, has cast it in a darker light,
with accusations of sectarianism and even ‘ethnic
cleansing’ levelled against the IRA, which in turn has
provoked a lively and sometimes vitriolic debate.
The History Ireland hedge school, with Tommy
Graham Graham in the chair, has assembled scholars
representing a broad range of interpretations in order
to bring this ongoing debate to a wider public.
Speakers:
David Fitzpatrick (TCD), John M Regan (University
of Dundee), Eve Morrison (TCD) and John Borgonovo
(UCC).
About the History Ireland Hedge School Series
Like their 18th century predecessors, the hedge
schools run by History Ireland are slightly subversive
in nature – a unique combination of serious and
playful round table discussions conducted by expert
contributors, coupled with active participation by,
and engagement with, a general audience. The idea
behind the 21st century version is that it too can be
run anywhere, any time and on any topic. While not
like an academic seminar in terms of its presentation
style, it is like an academic seminar in terms of
the discussion that takes place. All events are
deliberately designed to be provocative, interactive
and primarily driven by content.
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Purchasing
Images
While browsing the NLI online
catalogue, have you come across a
particular photograph that you like?
Can you imagine that photograph
hanging over your mantelpiece?
Alternatively, would you like to
surprise a loved one with a print of a
newspaper that was published on the
day the person was born?
You can order a wide selection of
prints and digital images of items
from among the vast number of
photographs and newspapers that
are housed in the NLI collections.
Depending on the size, format and
condition of the material requested,
we can either print the item and post
it to you, or email a high-resolution
digital version – whichever you prefer.
Prints cost as little as €22. Postage
and handling charges may also apply.
Place your order by telephone on
+353 1 6030 214 or by email to
copy-orders@nli.ie.
For further information and a full price
list, visit www.nli.ie/en/copyingservices.aspx
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Calendar of Events
January – April 2012
Guided Tours
All welcome. No booking required.
Thursdays at 2.30pm
2 Kildare St

Discover your National Library
Learn more about the NLI’s treasures.

Wednesdays at 1.00pm
Saturdays at 11.00am and 3.00pm

Yeats: the life and works of William Butler Yeats
Learn about one of the greatest poets of the 20th century.

Saturdays at 2.30pm

National Library of Ireland
Learn about the NLI’s history and architecture.

Wednesday, 11 January at 7.00pm

History Ireland Hedge School
The War of Independence in the South: ‘Four glorious
years or squalid sectarian conﬂict?’
David Fitzpatrick (TCD), John Regan (University of Dundee),
Eve Morrison (TCD) and John Borgonovo (UCC).
All welcome. No booking required.

Wednesday, 25 January at 7.30pm

Window and Mirror: RTE Television – 1961-2011
Dr John Bowman, broadcaster and historian, will give
an illustrated lecture about the challenges of writing his
recent history of RTE television’s ﬁrst ﬁfty years.
John Bowman will be available to sign copies of the book
on this event. All welcome. Booking not required.

Eight Tuesdays
31 January,
7, 14, 21, 28 February,
6, 13, 20 March
10.00am to 12.30pm
€175

UCD Adult Learning Course
Writing Rebellion: Easter 1916
This course looks at the literary, cultural and social
responses to Easter 1916 from the event up to the present
day. To book a place, contact UCD Adult Education Centre:
(01) 716 7123. Email: adult.education@ucd.ie
Web: www.ucd.ie/adulted

Eight Wednesdays
1, 8, 15, 22, 29 February,
7, 14, 21 March
10.00am – 12.30pm
€175

UCD Adult Learning Course
Irish War of Independence, 1919-1921
This course explores the events, impact and legacy of the
Irish War of Independence. It discusses key aspects of the
political and military campaigns both at a national and a
regional level.
To book a place, see UCD contact details listed above.
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Beginning Saturday 4 February
for ten weeks.
10.00am to 12.00pm
€240

Writing Workshops
Bookings should be made directly with Yvonne Cullen.
Email: writingtrain@gmail.com or call 086 170 1418.

Beginning Monday 6 February
for eight weeks.
3.00pm to 5.00pm
€175

Start to Write Mondays
Bookings should be made directly with Yvonne Cullen.
Email: writingtrain@gmail.com or call 086 170 1418.

Wednesday, 8, 15, 22, 29 February
at 7.00pm

Cheese Course in association with Sheridans
Cheesemongers
Join us in Café Joly for this special cheese course. For
details, call Sheridans Cheesemongers on (01) 679 3143.

Second Friday of each month,
beginning Friday, 10 February
7.00pm to 10.00pm

Second Friday
Café Joly hosts an evening of informal talks, new writers
showcasing excerpts from their work, music and poetry
readings, complemented with good food and wine.
All welcome. No booking required.

Wednesday, 15 February at 7.00pm

Small Lives Lecture Series
It’s not the past that matters, it’s the way you
see it: Childhood, Ireland, and Children’s Fiction.
Dr Pádraic White, Assistant Professor of English, TCD.
All welcome. No booking required.

Thursday, 16 February at 2.00pm

Mid-term Family Workshop
Join us for an afternoon of storytelling and artwork.
All ages welcome. No booking required.

Monday, 20 February –
Friday, 24 February at 11.00am

Adult Learner’s Week
Ever wondered how to use the NLI? Join us at this free
workshop where we will show you how to get a Reader’s
Ticket, how to search the catalogues, how to order
materials and much more. All welcome. No booking
required.

Wednesday, 29 February at 7.00pm

Particles of the Past Lecture Series
George Petrie: Artist and Antiquarian
Peter Murray, Director of the Crawford Gallery will give a
lecture on the antiquarian George Petrie, known as ‘the
father of Irish archaeology’. All welcome. No booking
required.

Wednesday, 7 March at 7.00pm

Particles of the Past Lecture Series
Answering the sick call: medical dispensaries and
doctors in 19th century Ireland
Dr Catherine Cox, Director of the Centre for History
of Medicine in Ireland, UCD. All welcome. No booking
required.
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Sunday, 11 March
1.00pm to 5.00pm

NLI Open Day
Visit us on this special day where NLI staﬀ will be on hand
to bring you closer to our treasures than ever before. All
welcome. No booking required.

Wednesday, 14 March at 7.00pm

Irish Texts Society
Breandán O’Buachalla Memorial Lecture
Forty years a-growing: the making of a Dictionary of
Irish Saints
This lecture will be given by Professor Pádraig Ó Riain,
Professor Emeritus Old and Middle Irish, UCC and member
of the Royal Irish Academy. All welcome. No booking
required.

Wednesday, 21 March at 7.00pm

Particles of the Past Lecture Series
Science for everyman (and woman): the Royal College
of Science for Ireland and its students, 1867-1926.
Dr Clara Cullen, UCD will give a lecture on the history of
science education. All welcome. No booking required.

Wednesday, 28 March at 7.00pm

Particles of the Past Lecture Series
Robert Boyle: step-father to modern evidence-based
medicine
Professor Jim Malone, Director of the Robert Boyle
Foundation discusses Robert Boyle’s contribution to
medicine. All welcome. No booking required.

Wednesday, 11 April at 7.00pm

Small Lives Lecture Series
Childhood and Class in Ireland, 1880-1970: imagery of a
diverse experience.
Dr Sarah-Anne Buckley, NUI Galway joins us to talk about
child welfare and class in Ireland. All welcome. No booking
required.

Keep an eye on
www.nli.ie for details.

‘Dublin: One City, One Book’ Festival
There will be a number of events taking place at the NLI
throughout April to celebrate Dubliners by James Joyce,
this year’s choice for the ‘Dublin: One City, One Book’
Festival. All welcome. No booking required.

NLI News & Events January – April 2012

23

National Library of Ireland
Kildare Street, Dublin 2
T +353 1 603 0200
info@nli.ie
www.nli.ie
Opening hours:
Monday – Wednesday
Thursday – Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Open bank holidays

9.30am to 7.45pm
9.30am to 4.45pm
9.30am to 4.30pm (Reading Room closes at 12.45pm)
1.00pm to 5.00pm (exhibitions only)
12.00pm to 5.00pm

National Photographic Archive
Meeting House Square, Temple Bar, Dublin 2
T +353 1 603 0200
info@nli.ie
www.nli.ie
Opening hours
Monday – Saturday
Sunday

10.00am to 5.00pm
12.00pm to 5.00pm

Free Admission
National
Photographic
Archive

Pear
se St
.

Temple Bar

Dame St.
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Trinity College
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National Library,
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Follow us
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