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The Library will begin a new chapter of its history next June with
the opening of a newly refurbished and enlarged exhibition facility
in its Kildare Street premises. The inaugural exhibition, James
Joyce and Ulysses at the National Library of Ireland, will mark
the centenary of Bloomsday, that is 16 June 1904, the day on
which the events described in Ulysses are supposed to have
taken place.

The exhibition’s more general goal is to introduce and explain the
significance of Ulysses, so there will be maps and timelines, as well
as character and plot databases. The cultural milieu of Dublin

The exhibition will appeal to a wide array of visitors including those
who have never read Joyce and remain sceptical of all the talk of
him as the greatest writer of the 20th century.
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The highlight of the exhibition will be the newly discovered
Ulysses manuscripts that were recently acquired by the Library.
The manuscripts, which are visually striking, document as
completely as one could hope the creative process that produced
Ulysses, a process that visitors will be able to follow in an exciting
way by means of digital technology.

at the turn of the 19th century, for example, the central role of
all kinds of music in the lives of Dubliners – and so also of the
characters in Ulysses – as well as the provocative and often
contradictory political propaganda of the period, whether it was of a
national or a racist character – themes that Leopold Bloom and the
Citizen confront in such a comic but yet poignant episode as
‘Cyclops’, will play a central role in the exhibition.
Much of the material that will go on show is bright and colourful
belying the often black and white or sepia perception of
Joycean Dublin.

Recent National Library Events
Launch of ReJoyce
On Monday 2 February, Mr John O’Donoghue TD, Minister for Arts,
Sport and Tourism launched ReJoyce Dublin 2004, a celebration of
the one hundredth anniversary of Bloomsday, at a reception held in
the Guinness Storehouse Dublin.
The ReJoyce Dublin 2004 festival starts on 1 April and continues
until 31 August.
Highlights of the programme, which comprises more than fifty events,
include the Denny Bloomsday Breakfast, when 10,000 people will
gather in Dublin’s O’Connell Street to commemorate Leopold
Bloom’s famous morning meal in Ulysses; an outdoor spectacular,
‘Elijah is Coming’ featuring light shows, water fountains and music;
‘Joyce in Art, an exhibition of Joyce-inspired art by Brancusi, Man
Ray, Matisse and other acclaimed artists from around the globe.
Details of the complete festival programme may be found on
www.rejoycedublin2004.com

New Oireachtas website
launched
In recent years, students and researchers interested in the
legislative output of the Houses of the Oireachtas have benefited
from the Government’s burgeoning use of Internet technology. The
new government website www.achtanna.ie, which was launched at
a reception held in the National Library in December, serves to
further enhance this development by offering a comprehensive set
of Government Acts from 1922 to the present day. The full text of
the Acts is carried in both English and Irish.
In terms of functionality, the website surpasses its precursor, the
online Irish Statute Book (www.irishstatutebook.ie). The search
engine is quite thorough and it affords users the possibility to define
a specific year or range of years in addition to being able to search
both short and long titles and the actual text of the Acts.
Hyperlinks are provided throughout, thus allowing swift browsing of
the various sections in each Act. In addition, if someone wishes to
view other Acts referred to in a selected piece of legislation they will
be ably assisted by the links that lead to the relevant items.
From a curatorial point of view, online resources such as this are
to be welcomed – not only for the ease of access that they offer
to students of Irish legislation both here and abroad, but also
because online versions are a surrogate for hardcopy versions:
as such, they assist in ensuring the long-term preservation of the
original material.

Aongus Ó hAonghusa, Acting Director, National Library of Ireland and Mr John
O’Donoghue, Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism pictured at the launch of the
ReJoyce Dublin 2004 festival.

Shaun Quinn, Chief Executive, Failte Ireland; Mr John O’Donoghue, Minister for Arts,
Sport and Tourism, and Laura Weldon, National Co-ordinator for ReJoyce Dublin 2004,
pictured at the launch of the festival.

Michael Grant, Assistant Secretary, Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism and Olive
Braiden, Chair, the Arts Council pictured at the launch of ReJoyce Dublin 2004.

Lorcán Mac Meanmain, Rannóg an Aistriúcháin, and Gerard Long, Assistant Keeper,
National Library of Ireland at the launch of www.achtanna.ie.

Seán Ó Briain, Rannóg an Aistriúcháin; Rhoda Uí Chonaire, Bord na Leabhar Gaeilge,
and Séamas de Barra, An Gúm, at the launch of www.achtanna.ie.

The Bryden Thomson
Collection
Bryden Thomson was widely regarded as an able and dynamic
musician and a conductor of rare expertise. During a career that
spanned almost fifty years he held five major conducting positions
with the Royal Scottish Orchestra, the BBC Philharmonic, the BBC
Welsh Symphony Orchestra, the Ulster Orchestra and the RTÉ
Symphony Orchestra.
Twelve years after his untimely death in 1991, Bryden Thomson’s
wife Mary chose to make the National Library of Ireland the
repository of a large collection of material relating to his life and
work. In May 2003, she presented the Library with approximately
seven hundred items of archival material including orchestral
scores (many of which are annotated by the conductor), books on
music, publishers’ catalogues and other miscellanea.
Thomson was born in Ayr, Scotland, in 1928. He studied at the
Royal Scottish Academy of Music, where he won numerous prizes.
Following his studies at the Hochschule für Musik in Hamburg, he
returned to Scotland to take up the post of deputy to Ian Whyte,
conductor of the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra.
In 1968 Thomson was appointed principal conductor of the BBC
Northern Orchestra, which was renamed the BBC Philharmonic
Orchestra under his conductorship. In 1977 he moved to Northern
Ireland, where he conducted the then little-known Ulster Orchestra
until 1985. Between 1984 and 1987 he conducted the RTÉ
Symphony Orchestra.

Clockwise from top:
With The Wild Geese by
Hamilton Harty (London:
Novello, c 1912). A note inside
reads ‘recorded May 1983 –
Belfast, Ulster Orch/Bryden
Thomson’.
Excerpt from Scherzo and trio,
Symphony No 4 in E flat, The
Romantic by Anton Bruckner
(Wien: Musikwissenschaflicher
Verlag, c1974). A note inside
reads ‘NCH Dublin 23.5.86’.
Bryden Thomson (1928-1991).
Photo courtesy of Edmund
Ross Studios, Dublin.

One of Thomson’s major contributions as a conductor was his
championship of less performed works and new music. In the
1980s Bruckner’s symphonies received their Irish premieres when
Thomson performed the complete cycle of nine symphonies with
the RTÉ Symphony Orchestra in the National Concert Hall to huge
critical acclaim. He performed works by Irish composers such as
Gerard Victory (1921-1995), Aloys Fleischmann (1910-1992),
Seoirse Bodley (1933-) and James Wilson (1922-), and he also
made a series of highly successful recordings with the Ulster
Orchestra of the works of the Irish composer Hamilton Harty, the
scores for which form part of the National Library collection.
His contribution to Irish music was formally recognised by the
University of Ulster, which awarded him an honorary degree. More
recently, the National Symphony Orchestra (formerly the RTÉ
Symphony Orchestra), created the post of Assistant Conductor in
his honour.
The Bryden Thomson collection will be of interest to scholars and
researchers in areas such as performance practice and history,
concert life in Ireland, composition, conducting, and social history.

Tábhacht le hEifiméire
Eifiméire:

tagtha ón nGréigis epi (maidir le) agus hemeros (lá),
tagraíonn sé d’ábhar díomuan a bhíonn deartha ionas
nach mbeadh de leas leo ach go gearrthéarmach
(thart ar lá).

Don té nach bhfuil fhios aige é is rudaí iad eifiméire ar nós ticéid
caite pictiúrlainne, tráthchláir bhusanna agus traenacha, seanábhar
léitheoireachta olltoghchán, greamáin cairr, bróisiúir agus bileoga
fógraíochta a chaithfeadh formhór na ndaoine sa bhosca bruscair
a luaithe a bheadh deis acu.
Don lucht taighde a bhíonn ag obair i réimsí na heacnamaíochta, na
n-eolaíochtaí sóisialta gus na n-amharcealaíon, áfach, breathnaítear
ar eifiméire mar fhoinse bunaidh sonraí – rud éigin a chuireann
doimhneas agus inneach breise lenár stór eolais ar stair shóisialta,
eacnamaíochta, pholaitiúil, creidimh agus liteartha na hÉireann.

Sa bhliain 2001, tar éis blianta de bheith scaipthe go forleathan i
suímh éagsúla, tugadh bailiúchán eifiméire na Leabharlainne
Náisiúnta le chéile in aon limistéar amháin – sciathán athchóirithe
NCAD de choimpléasc Shráid Chill Dara – áit ar sórtáladh í i
gcatagóirí an-leathana. I láthair na huaire, tá an bhéim ar an ábhar
a shórtáil i gcatagóirí ábhar níos cúinge: ealaín agus ealaíontóirí,
féilirí, carthanachtaí, tráchtáil, oideachas, siamsaíocht, comhshaol,
bia agus deoch, sláinte, oidhreacht agus turasóireacht, litríocht,
polaitíocht, brúghrúpaí, creideamh, spóirt, amharclannaíocht,
taisteal agus iompar, teicneolaíocht, bailiúcháin speisialta (m.sh.
cártaí toitíní agus cláir amharclannaíochta Holloway).
Trí pholasaí gníomhach fála a fhorbairt cruthaítear fadhbanna
áirithe stórála agus loighisticiúla don Leabharlann de bharr go
gcuireann cuideachtaí, eagraíochtaí, cumainn, institiúidí, ranna

Ephemera Matters
Ephemera:

derived from the Greek epi (about) and hemeros (day)
refers to transient material designed to be of short-term
interest (about a day).

To the uninitiated, ephemera such as used cinema admission
tickets, bus and train timetables, old general election literature, car
stickers, brochures and advertising fliers is something that most
people would consign to a dustbin as soon as they got the chance.
To researchers working in the fields of economics, social sciences
and the visual arts, however, ephemera is considered to be a
primary source of data – something that adds even greater depth
and texture to our existing repository of information on Ireland’s
social, economic, political, religious and literary history.

In 2001, after decades of being widely dispersed in a number of
locations, the National Library’s ephemera collection was
assembled in one area – the refurbished NCAD wing of the Kildare
Street complex – where it was sorted into very broad categories.
Currently, the emphasis is on sorting the material into narrower
subject categories: art and artists, calendars, charities, commerce,
education, entertainment, environment, food and drink, health,
heritage and tourism, literature, politics, pressure groups, religion,
sport, theatre, travel and transport, technology, special collections
(e.g. cigarette cards and Holloway theatre programmes).
Developing an active acquisitions policy presents the Library with
certain storage and logistical problems due to the fact that
ephemera is produced in such large volumes by companies,
organisations, societies, institutions, government departments,
interest groups and individuals. As a result, the Ephemera

rialtais, grúpaí leasa agus daoine aonair eifiméire ar fáil chomh
forleathan sin. Mar thoradh air sin, tá an Roinn Eifiméire anois ag
díriú isteach go gníomhach ar ábhar a fháil atá deartha chun na
bailiúcháin atá cheana ann i réimsí na polaitíochta, na
hamharclannaíochta agus na litríochta a neartú. Tá suim ar leith i:
• Eifiméire toghchán agus pobalbhreitheanna
• Páirtithe polaitíochta
• Ábhar ceardchumainn agus stair saothair
• Eagraíochtaí náisiúnta
• Imeachtaí suntasacha agus ceisteanna leasa an phobail
• Eagraíochtai pobail agus stíleanna saoil malartacha

seo, beimid in ann socrú a dhéanamh do rochtain chuig an
mbailiúchán, trí choinne. Idir an dá linn, táthar i mbun oibre ar
shaoráid cuardaigh ar-líne a chur ar fáil don bhailiúchán ina
bhfuil 100,000 mír.

I láthair na huaire, níl aon rochtain phoiblí ar an mbailiúchán de
bharr obair thógála leanúnach ar láthair NCAD, mar a bhí tráth.
Nuair a bheidh an obair seo críochnaithe, i Meitheamh na bliana

Department is now actively focusing on acquiring material that is
designed to strengthen its existing collections in the areas of
politics, the theatre and literature. Of particular interest are:
• Election and referenda ephemera
• Political parties
• Trade union and labour history material
• National organisations
• Significant events and issues of public interest
• Community organisations and alternative lifestyles

Images from left :
Advertisement for Great Northern Railways excursion
tickets to the 1934 Spring Show in the RDS.
Flier for the Daghdha Dance Company’s production of
‘On Time With Pigs’.
Cigarette card from John Player & Sons. Natural History
Series No. 4: The Gorilla.
Recruitment poster from First World War.

For the moment, there is no public access to the collection due to
ongoing construction work on the former NCAD site. When this
work is completed, in June of this year, we will be in a position to
arrange for access to the collection, by appointment. In the
meantime, work on the provision of an online search facility of the
100,000-item collection continues apace.

Advertisement for the Allan Line Royal Mail Steamer to
Canada and the United States.

Unique collection of work by Ireland’s
most important stained glass artist

The Library has acquired a collection of work (ca. 600 items) by
Harry Clarke, Ireland’s most important stained glass artist and a
major Symbolist of the early 20th century.
Clarke, who died in 1931 at the age of 41, produced a huge volume
of work in his short career. His most famous stained glass works
include the 1929 Geneva Window, originally commissioned for the
International Labour Organisation headquarters in Switzerland, and
a window commissioned by the Jacobs family illustrating Keats’ Eve
of St Agnes, which is now in the Hugh Lane Gallery in Dublin. His
stained glass works may be seen in locations as diverse as
Bewley’s Grafton Street restaurant in Dublin; the Honan Chapel of
University College Cork; St Mary’s Church, Ballinrobe, Co Mayo
and St Stephen’s Cathedral in Brisbane, Australia.
The collection includes a wide array of original drawings, stained
glass designs and cartoons; a fabric design, original photographs
and glass plate negatives; advertisements from J Clarke & Sons
and the Harry Clarke Studios; memorial and other graphic designs
by Clarke together with exhibition invitations, preliminary drawings
for The Fairy Tales of Perrault; ‘dummy’ copies of both Goethe’s
Faust and The History of a Great House containing preliminary
drawings for both publications and the steel and wood printing
plates for the latter. Of particular interest is a rare poster design by
Clarke. The range and variety of the material shows the artist’s
mischievous sense of humour and inventive skill in pen and pencil
when not engaged in the serious business of designing and
producing stained glass and book illustrations.

The manuscript material comprises a series of key letters and
postcards from Clarke to Thomas Bodkin, Director of the
National Gallery of Ireland; correspondence from Clarke to his
wife Margaret, and to his sisters Florence and Kathleen; and
correspondence to Clarke from the publisher George Harrap, his
fellow book illustrator John Austen, Mainie Jellett, John B Yeats,
Lennox Robinson, Sir William Orpen, George ‘AE’ Russell and
Mrs W B Yeats: some of this correspondence is accompanied
by drawings. Also included are Clarke’s diaries for the years
1914 and 1919.
The collection includes many first editions and limited editions of
books illustrated by Clarke including Fairy Tales of Hans Christian
Andersen, Tales of Mystery and Imagination by Edgar Allan Poe,
The Year’s at the Spring anthology, The Fairy Tales of Perrault,
promotional booklets for Jameson Whiskey entitled The History of a
Great House and The Elixir of Life; Goethe’s Faust and Selected
Poems by Algernon Charles Swinburne. A special feature of the
collection is the number and variety of original and later printed
editions of these books.
Complementing all of this material is the inclusion of a large
collection of secondary items comprising catalogues, exhibition
notices, reviews, journal articles, biographical and critical
publications on the artist and general books on book illustration
and contemporary art, all with some reference to the work of
Harry Clarke.

The acquisition has been warmly received by a number of experts
including Dr Nicola Gordon Bowe, leading art and design historian
and author of several books on Clarke.
Dr Gordon Bowe has described the collection as an extraordinarily
rich archive of original and reference Clarke material, which amply
complements the Library’s existing Clarke holdings and those
related to the artist in the TCD Manuscript Room, the Hugh Lane
Gallery of Modern Art, the Cork Municipal Gallery and the National
Gallery of Ireland.
“The collection does not stop at drawings, cartoons, graphic
ephemera, letters and photographs by and of Clarke, or printed
illustrations, designs and ephemera purposely designed by him,
which are notoriously hard to find. It also extends to key articles,
critical accounts, correspondence, photographs, negatives,
autographed contextual material as well as family and studio
material which, quite simply, could never be available
elsewhere”, she added.
When cataloguing and conservation work on the collection is
completed, it will become an invaluable resource for researchers.
It will give them a unique insight into the private and public life of
one of the most creative figures of the early 20th century Revival in
Ireland, and the sheer range of his work, so as to better appreciate
the contribution of this illustrious Dubliner to the visual arts.
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The Baptism of Our Lord by Saint John. Stained glass design by
Harry Clarke, pencil, 1925.
Stained glass design for three light window showing Jesus, and
Martha (left) and Mary (right). There is an alternative design
beneath the central panel, showing Jesus in the house of Martha
and Mary.
Preliminary sketch from John Jameson's : A Short History of a
Famous House, Harry Clarke's "dummy" for an advertising
booklet for Jameson Whiskey. The booklet was published in 1924
under the title The History of a Great House with drawings by
Harry Clarke (1924).
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Published illustration from The History of a Great House with
drawings by Harry Clarke. Dublin: printed for John Jameson &
Son Ltd. by Maunsel & Roberts, 1924.
Harry Clarke (seated, second from left) at life drawing classes
with fellow students in the Metropolitan School of Art, ca. 1911.
This building now forms part of the National Library and houses
the Library's new exhibition area which will open later this year.
Pencil design for a Dublin Drama League programme. Clarke
designed a number of programmes for productions by the
Drama League, which was founded by his close friend,
Lennox Robinson.
Next page:
Original dust jacket design for Faust by Goethe, from Harry
Clarke's "dummy" for the 1925 Harrap edition which he
illustrated. No dust jacket was ever produced for this edition.

New online services
now available
For over one hundred years, reference books on a broad
range of subjects have furnished the main Reading Room of
the Library. However, in recent years the information in these
books has been supplemented by various online services.
These fall into two categories: CD-ROMs and online.
The CD-ROMs mainly consist of electronic versions of printed
works such as Who’s Who, the Dictionary of National Biography,
and the Wellesley Index to Victorian Periodicals.
The online resources include several catalogues of other libraries
– Trinity College, the British Library, and the Library of Congress.
These sources, and others such as Irish Government Acts and
Oireachtas debates, are of course also available to any computer
user who has Internet access.
Irish family history is a key area of interest to the Library. A new
online version of Griffith’s Valuation of Ireland is one of the
genealogical sources accessible in the main Reading Room and in
the Genealogy Advisory Service. The valuation was carried out
between 1847 and 1864 and is particularly important because of
the lack of census and other government records in this period.
Because the National Library was a partner in the production of the
database, it is accessible free of charge on site. Others may access
it on a pay-per-view basis at www.irishorigins.net.
The Library has recently acquired three very significant new
databases. As follows:
The Times Digital Archive 1785 to 1985 gives images of every page
of The Times (London) newspaper over a 200-year period. The
user may choose to browse a particular issue, and all text is fully
searchable – including news, obituaries, and even advertisements.
The Times is a major source for the study of Irish history: this
database will provide a new means of accessing information on
developments over a long period of time.
Early English Books Online contains images of the full text of some
100,000 books published between 1475 and 1700. The books may
be found by means of keyword, author, title, and subject indexes.

Eighteenth Century Collections Online contains images of every
page of some 150,000 books published in the 18th century.
Searching may be done through author, title, and keyword
indexes. This database makes it possible to search the full text of
some 33 million pages.
By acquiring Early English Books Online and Eighteenth Century
Collections Online, the Library is suddenly very much bigger – it
can give access to some 250,000 additional books. Because of
the huge scale of the projects, which are still being added to,
and the new sophisticated search facilities provided, these
resources will have a major impact on research in a wide range
of subjects. They mark a radical new departure for online
sources in the humanities.
Present facilities in the main Reading Room for accessing these
and future new online services are not adequate. As part of its
current building development programme the Library aims to set
up a new area for online services.

The National Library of Ireland Society is a voluntary
organisation which aims “to assist and support the
National Library in the maintenance and expansion of
its services and the improvement and protection of its
status as the National Library of Ireland.” It provides
an opportunity for interested persons to support the
Library at a crucial phase in its development.
The Society arranges an annual series of lectures and
arranges an annual outing to historic houses and
other venues. The first lecture of the 2004 season
was delivered on 26 February by Dr Ian d’Alton,
author of Protestant society and politics in Cork,
1812-1844 (Cork University Press, 1980). The topic of
his lecture was ‘Cork Protestant survival and
adaptation in the 19th and 20th centuries’. On 25
March, Dr Finola Kennedy, author of Cottage to
Crèche: Family Change in Ireland (Institute of Public
Administration, 2001) will lecture on ‘Family change in
20th century Ireland’. Lectures commence at 7 p.m.
and the venue is Buswell’s Hotel

Exhibition changes at the
Heraldic Museum
The Heraldic Museum was the first museum in the
world to be dedicated entirely to the display of
armorial artefacts.
Since its foundation in 1909 it has proved consistently
popular with heraldists. However, for visitors with little
knowledge of heraldry, it was somewhat less
accessible. This situation is now being addressed as
the museum undergoes a refurbishment programme
involving the installation of a series of information
panels on the origins, role and continuing practice of
the ancient tradition of heraldry. The display format is
designed to appeal to a broad audience. In terms of
style and content, it will be similar to that used for the
exceptionally successful exhibition In Shield or
Banner, which was held in September 2002 to mark
the 450th anniversary of the foundation of the Office
of the Chief Herald.
Work on the refurbishment programme is due to be
completed later this year.

Membership Rates
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€1,000 p.a.
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Dubliners exhibition at the National
Photographic Archive
Due to popular demand, the National Photographic
Archive has decided to mount another showing of the
highly successful 2001 exhibition, Dubliners, which
features the work of Co Monaghan-born photographer
John J Clarke.
The images, which were recorded between 1897 and
1904, provide an intimate view of the city and its
inhabitants during a period when James Joyce was
working on his greatest creation, Ulysses. As such,
the exhibition is likely to generate heightened interest
among Joyce aficionados in the period leading up to
the Bloomsday centenary celebrations in June.
Clarke was particularly talented at capturing close-up,
candid photographs of people going about their daily
business. The locations which figure most prominently
in the exhibition include O’Connell Street, Grafton
Street, Merrion Square and the area near the Royal
University on Earlsfort Terrace where Clarke studied
medicine for a number of years. The exhibition also
features photographs of Dun Laoghaire and Bray.
Dubliners, which opened on 1 March continues at the
National Photographic Archive until end May.
Admission is free.
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