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A new book, The National
Library of Ireland, to be
published in June 2009, presents
a selection of documents from
the world’s largest repository of
Irish documentary material.
It introduces the Library’s collection of more than eight million items which comprise books, serials, newspapers,
manuscripts, photographs, official publications, maps, prints, drawings, political and literary correspondence,
heraldic and genealogical materials, music and ephemera. Photographs and descriptions of the 118 treasures
chosen to represent the Library’s collections are presented thematically.
The Library’s Printed Books Collections include thousands of rare printings from the broader European traditions.
The images featured include the first printing of the New Testament in Irish (1602), and the very first copy of the first
edition of Ulysses. The Manuscript Collection is represented by a 12th century volume relating to the Norman
invasion of Ireland, several 16th century plantation maps, an extensive range of images of political, social and
economic events up to the 20th century and a number of images relating to language, literature and Gaelic Ireland.
Among the Genealogical Office documents featured are unique heraldic manuscripts such as the O’Ferrall’s Linea
Antiqua (1707) which shows the coats of arms of Gaelic families, and the Funeral Arms of the Countess of Ormond
(1680).
The Library’s collections of newspapers and periodicals provide an exceptional primary resource for
those studying the evolving social history of the island of Ireland from the 17th century to the present day.
In The National Library of Ireland illustrations of political caricature and satire are presented alongside penetrating
insights into Irish theatre, musical culture and architectural heritage during a period spanning several hundred
years. Among the items drawn from the National Photographic Archive’s collection of 630,000 images are
stereoscopic pairs dating from the 1860s and a 2008 Donal Sheehan photograph of a Dublin city street scene.
Finally, the Library’s extraordinary Ephemera Collection opens a window on both mundane and momentous
aspects of Irish life covering a 300-year period. Here, the items include a national lottery ticket from 1795, a 1689
handbill relating to the English and French naval battle in Bantry Bay, and a selection of 1932 General
Election posters.
The 96-page book is published by Scala Publishers Ltd in association with the National Library of Ireland and
retails at €15.

National Library Events
Library Late

D James Galbraith’s Ireland: 1970-1997

The featured writers for the April and May ‘Library Late’ public interviews
were Professor Steven Knowlton and Dr Garret FitzGerald. They were
interviewed by Newstalk broadcaster Karen Coleman and RTÉ
broadcaster Dr John Bowman respectively.

On 12 March writer and journalist John Waters launched an exhibition
of photographs by one of the most celebrated American photographers
of the 20th century, the late D James Galbraith. During his long career,
he received many accolades including a Pulitzer Prize nomination
for his work on documenting Hartland, a small town in Michigan. His
photographs have also featured in a series of 50-year retrospective
exhibitions held in museums, libraries and arts centres across America.
The exhibition features a selection of evocative photographs of daily
life in Ireland taken by D James Galbraith during visits here over a period
spanning almost 30 years.

Pictured at the April ‘Library Late’ were Dr Steven Knowlton, Professor of Journalism, Dublin City University
(right); Karen Coleman, broadcaster, Newstalk, and Aongus Ó hAonghusa, Director, National Library of
Ireland.

Pictured at the opening of D James Galbraith’s Ireland: 1970-1997 were Mrs Susan Galbraith, widow of
D James Galbraith, John Waters and Aongus Ó hAonghusa, Director, National Library of Ireland.

RI Best Memorial Lecture
On 25 March, the Library hosted the RI Best Memorial Lecture which
honours the distinguished scholar Richard Irvine Best, the Library’s fourth
Director (1929-1940). The lecture, which was entitled Easter 1916 and America:
a provisional appraisal was given by Professor Robert Schmuhl, Walter H
Annenberg-Edmund P Joyce Professor of American Studies and Journalism
at the University of Notre Dame.

Dr Garret FitzGerald is photographed here with Aongus Ó hAonghusa, Director, National Library of Ireland
and Dr John Bowman.

Library hosts finals of Alliance Française
debating competition

Professor Schmuhl is photographed here with Dr Bernadette Whelan, Senior Lecturer, Department of History,
University of Limerick, who delivered the response to the lecture.

Launch of Amanairis
In May the Library hosted the launch of Amanairis, the first anthology of
contemporary poetry and fiction in Irish to be translated into Slovene. It
was launched by the Director of the National Library of Ireland, Aongus
Ó hAonghusa, and the Ambassador of the Republic of Slovenia in Ireland,
Franc Mikša. Devised and edited by Slovenian-based writer Tina Mahkota,
in collaboration with Irish-based poet and translator Gabriel Rosenstock,
Amanairis features the works of 17 Irish authors including Paddy
Bushe, Cathal Ó Searcaigh, Nuala Ní Dhomhnaill, Ceile de Fréine and Louis
de Paor.

On 6 May, the Library hosted the finals of the annual Alliance Française
French Language debating competition for second level schools. A large
and appreciative audience heard finalists from Mount Temple
Comprehensive School and Alexandra College (both Dublin schools)
debate the topic ‘Préserver le patrimoine est un luxe’. The winning team
from Mount Temple School were John Killeen, Clare O’Connell (Captain),
Sile Kelly and Robert Green. They are photographed here with Gerard
Danaher, Chairman of the Board of the National Library of Ireland; Breda
Kelly, member of the Board of the National Library of Ireland and member
of the Comité Directeur, Alliance Française de Dublin, and Alan Dukes,
President of the Comité Directeur, Alliance Française de Dublin.

Photographed at the launch of Amanairis were from left: Aongus Ó hAonghusa, Amalija Jelen Mikša, Paddy
Bushe, Lela B Njatin, Celia de Fréine, Tina Mahkota, His Excellency Franc Mikša and Gabriel Rosenstock.

Seamus Heaney is photographed following the
award presentation ceremony with Aongus
Ó hAonghusa, Director, National Library of
Ireland (left), Jane O’Hanlon, Education
Officer, Poetry Ireland and Andrew Motion,
Poet Laureate (1999-2009) and Professor of
Creative Writing at the University of London,
who chaired the panel of judges.

Major Arts Council England
award win for POETRY ALOUD
competition
On 18 March, at a gala ceremony held at the British Library in London,
Nobel Prize-winning poet Seamus Heaney was awarded the David
Cohen Prize for Literature in recognition of his lifetime’s achievement
in literature.
Previous winners include VS Naipaul (1993), Harold Pinter (1995), Muriel
Spark (1997), William Trevor (1999), Doris Lessing (2001), Beryl
Bainbridge and Thom Gunn (joint winners, 2003), Michael Holroyd
(2005), and Derek Mahon (2007).
In an unprecedented move, Seamus Heaney nominated the POETRY
ALOUD competition as his choice for the Arts Council England
Clarissa Luard Award, which was presented at the same event. He
cited as the reason for making his unusual choice the extraordinary way
in which the competition seeks to celebrate the joy of speaking and
listening to poetry, coupled with the fact that POETRY ALOUD
is particularly focused on school students and has a strong North/
South dimension.
The competition, which is organised jointly by Poetry Ireland and the
Library and is now in its fourth year, attracted almost 900 entries from
post-primary schools in Ireland and Northern Ireland in 2008.
The Library and Poetry Ireland are honoured and delighted that
Seamus Heaney decided to highlight POETRY ALOUD in such a public
manner. His unswerving belief in the power of the competition to
foster a love of poetry in young people on the island of Ireland gives
everyone involved great encouragement and a huge determination to
make future events even more successful.

Entry forms for the 2009 competition will be posted on the National
Library of Ireland website www.nli.ie and on the Poetry Ireland
website www.poetryireland.ie/education in September.
As in previous years, there will be three winning categories –
Junior, Intermediate and Senior. One overall winner will be
chosen from among the winners of the three categories. Each
category winner will receive €300, a signed book of poetry and a
shelf of poetry books for the winner’s school library. The overall
winner will receive a further €200, a specially designed trophy and
a signed book of poetry. The runner up in each category will
receive a book token.
The competition finals are scheduled to take place in November.

The
Inchiquin
Papers

The Inchiquin papers, previously held in
Dromoland Castle, Newmarket-on-Fergus, Co
Clare, were first surveyed by Dr Edward McLysaght
in the 1940s. A calendar was later prepared by
John Ainsworth and was published by the Irish
Manuscripts Commission. In November 1963 the
archive was presented to the Library by Donough
Edward Foster O’Brien, 16th Baron Inchiquin.
Portions of the material were catalogued by the
Library and provisionally listed in Richard Hayes’
Manuscript Sources for the History of Irish
Civilisation, First Supplement (Boston, three
volumes, 1979). The recent cataloguing of the
remaining portions of the unprocessed material
has now ensured that the entire Inchiquin archive
is more readily accessible to historians.
The Inchiquin papers comprise a hugely important
collection of records relating to the ownership and
management of the largest estate in Co Clare
which belonged to the O’Briens of Leamanegh and
Dromoland who assumed the title of Barons
Inchiquin in 1855. The collection includes a large
number of family papers as well as a significant
number of papers pertaining to the related O’Brien

Maps and surveys of the estate
of Sir Edward O’Brien, 4th
Baronet. 1828.

Páipéir
Inse Uí
Chuinn

Rinneadh an chéad suirbhé ar pháipéir Inse Uí
Chuinn, coimeádtha roimhe seo i gCaisleán Drom
Ólainn, Cora Chaitlín, Co. an Chláir ag an
Dr Edward McLysagh sna 1940idí. D’ullmhaigh
John Ainsworth féilire níos déanaí agus foilsíodh
é ag Coimisiún na Lámhscríbhinní. I mí na
Samhna 1963 bhronn Donough Foster Ó Briain,
an 16ú Barún Inse Uí Chuinn an chartlann ar
an leabharlann. Rinneadh codanna den ábhar a
chatalógú ag an Leabharlann agus liostáladh iad
go sealadach i bhFoinsí Lámhscríbhinní do Stair
Shibhialtacht na hÉireann, an Chéad Eagrán
(Boston, trí chnuasach, 1979). Tar éis na gcodanna
eile den ábhar neamhphróiseáilte a chatalógú le
déanaí, tá deimhin déanta de anois go bhfuil
cartlann uile Inse Uí Chuinn ar fáil níos éasca do
stairithe.
Is éard atá i bPáipéir Inse Uí Chuinn ná bailiúchán
an-tábhachtach go deo de thaifid bainteach le
húinéireacht agus bainistíocht an eastáit is
mó i gCo. an Chláir, le muintir Uí Bhriain as
Leamhnaigh/Leamanegh agus Drom Ólainn, a
ghlac an teideal Barúin Inse Uí Chuinn i 1885.
Áirítear sa bhailiúchán líon mór páipéar bainteach
le teaghlaigh chomh maith le líon suntasach
páipéar baintear le teaghlaigh gaolta le muintir
Uí Bhriain i gCo. an Chláir, d’Iarlaí Inse Uí Chuinn,
Iarlaí Tuamhain, muintir Uí Bhriain Inis Díomháin
agus muintir Uí Bhriain Drom Mór. Chomh maith
leis sin, tá páipéir san áireamh ann bainteach le

‘Directions for a day’s
shooting at Dromoland’
by Sir Lucius O’Brien, 5th
Baronet. c.1840.

Sketches of family scenes,
mostly of the children of Sir
Lucius O’Brien, 5th Baronet.
c.1840-1854.

families in Co Clare of the Earls of Inchiquin, Earls of Thomond,
O’Briens of Ennistymon and O’Briens of Dromore. In addition, it
includes papers relating to the families of MacMahon, Neylon,
Wingfield, Keightley and Hickman, allied with the O’Briens of
Dromoland mainly by marriage. The origins of the Dromoland estate
can be traced back to the will (26 June 1551) of Murrough O’Brien, 1st
Earl of Thomond, who bequeathed to his third son, Donough, the
castles of Leamanegh and Dromoland. This Donough was the
progenitor of the Dromoland O’Briens whose family and estate papers
form the largest constituent part of the collection.
A striking feature of the collection is the survival of so much late 16th
and early 17th century material. The archive includes the principal
classes of documents relating to land ownership such as title deeds,
leases, mortgages and papers arising from litigation, many of which
date to the 17th and 18th centuries. These documents shed light on
the changes in the landholding structure of Co Clare and illuminate the
various legal issues arising from the ownership of landed property
from the latter half of the 16th century to the early 20th century. As well
as the deeds, leases and legal papers reflective of the instruments
involved in the transfer of landed property, the collection also
contains an almost complete set of records relating to the financial
administration of the estate. This material is complemented by a wideranging collection of letters from land agents, sub-agents, family
solicitors, accountants, stewards, trustees and other advisors
involved in the transaction of estate business.

A large component of the collection is formed by the personal material
generated by members of the Dromoland O’Briens, recording their
public, military and political careers and their interests in horseracing
and other sports. Of particular interest is the collection of letters and
documents relating to the Jacobite War and the confiscations which
came in the wake of the upheavals of 1688-9. A wider variety of
documents cover the financial difficulties and debts of Sir Edward
O’Brien, 2nd Bart. (1705-65).
Much of the correspondence touches upon matters of purely personal
and family interest but, like other landed families, the O’Briens were
extremely active in public life. All of the representatives of the family
from Sir Donough, O’Brien, 1st Bart (1642-1717) to Sir Lucius O’Brien,
5th Bart (1800-1872) held the position of Member of Parliament for Co
Clare. This political role was combined with positions of more local
responsibility including service as magistrate, sheriff and county
lieutenant. Much of the correspondence in the collection reflects this
involvement in various public arenas.
Taken in their entirety, the Inchiquin papers form an extremely valuable
primary source for the study of various facets of the social, economic
and political history of Co Clare. They also constitute a very important
source for research into the landed and local ascendancy maintained
by the O’Briens between the late 16th century and the end of the 19th
century.

teaghlaigh Mhic Mhathúna, Neylon, Wingfield, Keightley agus
Hickman, gaolta le muintir Uí Bhriain, Drom Ólainn trí phósadh go
príomhúil. Is féidir foinse eastáit Drom Ólainn a rianadh siar go dtí
uacht (26 Meitheamh 1551) Murrough Ó Briain an Chéad Iarla
Tuamhain, a d’fhág ina uacht ag a tríú mac, Donough, caisleáin
Leamhnaigh /Leamanegh agus Drom Ólainn. Ba é an Donough seo
sinsear de mhuintir Uí Bhriain Drom Ólainn arb iad páipéir a mhuintir
agus a eastát a dhéanann suas an chuid is mó den bhailiúchán.

Tagann cuid mhór den bhailiúchán ó ábhar pearsanta ginte ag baill de
na Ó Briainigh Drom Ólainn, ag taifeadadh a ngairmeacha beatha
poiblí, míleata agus polaitiúla agus a suim sa rásaíocht capall agus
spóirt eile. Is díol suime ar leith é an bailiúchán litreacha agus
doiciméid bainteach le Cogadh na Seacaibíteach agus na coigistithe
a tháinig i ndiaidh trioblóidí 1688-9. Clúdaíonn eagsúlacht níos leithne
doiciméad deacrachtaí airgeadais agus fiacha Sir Edward Ó Briain 2ú
Bairnéad (1705-65).

Is gné shuntasach den bhailiúchán an méid ábhar ó dhéanach na 16
haoise agus go luath sa17 haois atá fós ann. Áirítear sa chartlann na
príomhranganna doiciméad bainteach le húinéireacht talún ar nós
gníomhais teidil, léasanna, morgáistí agus páipéir ag éirí as dlithíocht,
a lán acu atá dátaithe ón 17 agus ón 18 aois. Taispéanann na doiciméid
seo athruithe i struchtúr úinéireacht talún Cho. an Chláir agus na
saincheisteanna dlithiúla ag éirí as úinéireacht sealús talún ó leath
dheireanach na 16 aoise go dtí luath san 20 haois. Chomh maith leis
na gníomhais, léasanna agus páipéir dhlithiúla bainteach leis na
hionstraimí in aistriú sealús talún, tá tacar taifead beagnach iomlán
bainteach le riaradh airgeadais an eastáit sa bhailiúchán freisin.
Tá an t-ábhar seo comhlánaithe ag bailiúchán leathan litreacha ó
ghníomhairí stáit, foghníomhairí, dlíodóirí teaghlaigh, cuntasóirí,
stíobhairt, iontaobhaithe agus comhairleoirí eile bainteach le
hidirbheart gnó eastáit.

Tagraíonn an-chuid den chomhfhreagras, mar a bheifeá ag súil leis, le
cúrsaí um leas pearsanta agus teaghlaigh ach, cosúil le teaghlaigh
talún eile, bhí na Ó Briainigh an-ghníomhach go deo sa saol poiblí. Bhí
ionadaithe go léir an teaghlaigh ó Sir Donough Ó Briain 1ú Barún
(1642-1717) go dtí Sir Lucius Ó Briain 5ú Barún (1800-1872) i seilbh an
phoist mar Bhall Parlaiminte do Cho. an Chláir. Bhí an ról polaitiúil seo
cumascaithe le poist ag a raibh níos mó freagrachta áitiúla lena
n-áirítear seirbhís mar ghiúistís, sirriam agus leifteanant contae. Tá an
bhainteacht seo in airéineanna poiblí eagsúla le feiceáil in an-chuid de
chomhfhreagras an bhailiúcháin
Á dtógáil ina n-iomláine, is foinse phríomhúil an-luachmhar iad páipéir
Inse Uí Chuinn do staidéar gnéithe éagsúla de stair shóisialta,
eacnamaíoch agus pholaitiúil Co. an Chláir. Is foinse an-tábhachtach
iad freisin do thaighde ar chinseal talún agus áitiúil a bhí ag muintir
Uí Bhriain idir déanach sa 16ú aois agus deireadh na 19ú haoise.
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Celebrating renewal,
creativity and growth
in ageing
Bealtaine, the national festival celebrating creativity in older age, takes
place in May every year. Coordinated by Age & Opportunity, it works
in partnership with 300 organisations throughout Ireland to deliver
programmes on a designated theme.
The theme for the 2009 festival was ‘Go and open the door’ – an
exhortation to older people to try something new and explore
something creative.
As part of its involvement in this year’s event, the Library initiated three
projects: an eight-week training programme for individuals interested
in providing guided tours of the Yeats: the life and works of William
Butler Yeats exhibition; a series of workshops focused on showing
people how to access the Library’s family history resources, and a
research and exhibition curation project specifically aimed at people
who would be using the Library’s collections for the first time.

The exhibition curation project, which was entitled ‘The Magpie’s
Nest’, was designed to enable participants to re-examine events from
local history and their personal association with these events, using
the Library’s collections. Facilitated by artist Michael Fortune, it
involved six participants: Mick Clancy, Fintan Murphy, Terry Fortune,
Oliver Doyle, Mike Kavanagh and Phyllis Lawlor.
Beginning in early March, the group travelled from Wexford to the
Library once a week for six weeks to carry out research, and also to
assemble the visual and written material required for the Magpie’s
Nest exhibition. During their visits, they learned how to research
relevant material, and about exhibition curation from staff in the
Library’s Education and Outreach Department, Prints and Drawings
Department, National Photographic Archive and Conservation
Department. They also learned how to use catalogues, including the
Library’s online catalogue and other online resources.
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Their efforts culminated in the creation of a display of items from the
Library’s collections in which each of the participants had some
personal interest. The first of the displays, curated by Fintan Murphy
and Phyllis Lawlor, focused on the introduction of magpies into Co
Wexford in the 1680s, and the impact that these birds have had on
folklore and superstition in Ireland ever since.
The second display, curated by Mick Clancy and Terry Fortune,
explored the origins of pottery fragments washed up on a two-mile
stretch of beach in Co Wexford for well over 100 years. The fragments
appear to be from a ship carrying a consignment of Staffordshire
pottery which sank in the mid 1800s. The third, curated by Oliver Doyle
and Mike Kavanagh, examined the famous 1887 Coolgreany eviction
photographs from the point of view of a direct descendant of one of
the people evicted. An exhibition of the curated material went on
display in the Library’s Main Hall for the month of May; an online
version of the exhibition was created for the project website:
www.themagpiesnest.ie.

The second strand of the Library’s involvement in the Bealtaine
programme entailed the organisation of a project entitled ‘Interpreting
Yeats’. A group of individuals who had previously completed the UCD
Adult Education course on WB Yeats took part in a six-week training
programme on how to guide an exhibition. As part of their training, the
group familiarised themselves with the detail of the Library’s Yeats
exhibition subject matter; they learned how to use the Library’s
research facilities, and they also learned how to use the exhibition’s
interactive technology.
Their passion for Yeats and commitment to the project meant that
during the month of May each of the ten participants – Annie Arnott,
Christopher Daly, Lynda Espey, Frances Gardiner, Noreen Lynch,
Louise O’Brien, Pauline O’Dea, Kay O’Loughlin Kennedy, Patricia
Wojnar and Noel O’Grady – conducted a series of lunchtime and
evening tours for members of the public.
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To create further awareness of the Library’s family history resources,
Máire Mac Conghail, professional genealogist and a member of the
Board of the National Library of Ireland, facilitated a series of
workshops entitled ‘Finding your family: an introduction to the
Library’s resources for family history research’. Participants were also
given tours of the Library’s Genealogy Office and Reading Room.
Other events hosted by the Library during May included a performance
of ‘Enjoying the National Library’ by Bealtaine Ambassador and actor
Eamon Morrissey. He recounted stories about the wonderful
discoveries he has made over many years while visiting the Library as
a reader and also while carrying out research for his one-man show,
The Brother.

On 14 May, actor and storyteller Nuala Hayes, and harpist and
composer Anne-Marie O’Farrell gave a performance of The Wilder
Wisdom of Auld Ones…Stories, Legends and Poetry inspired by the
Cailleach.
Irene Graham, founder of The Creative Writer’s Workshop delivered a
three-day workshop for people interested in forming a memoir writing
club.
The final element of the Library’s Bealtaine programme was a
lunchtime reading of Yeats poetry given by Kathleen Watkins on 21
May.
Once again, the Library was delighted to participate in this annual
festival of creativity.

Ephemera

the stuff of history
Ephemeral material acts as a permanent record of changing tastes, ambitions, status
and lifestyles which, when viewed in all its kaleidoscopic variety, offers us interesting
signposts to the past.
The Library’s Ephemera Collection, which spans the period 1599 to the present,
contains over 170,000 items and constitutes an impressive record of our past.
Over 40 per cent of the collection is material of a political nature. Included are printed
items produced for specific, short-term events such as political protests and
demonstrations as well as items produced for lengthy campaigns such as Daniel
O’Connell’s campaign for Repeal, the movement aimed at extending suffrage to
women, and the struggle for Irish independence. The material in the Library’s collection
is important not only because it provides us with a record of our past, but also because
it helps us to analyse our current political system and the way it operates. Showing
how a political campaign is stage-managed and executed can be fascinating – it is the
stuff of history!
Political ephemera is just one manifestation of society’s engagement and participation
in active politics. It serves as a mechanism for appealing to voters’ intellect and
passions by reflecting a whole range of feelings – from pride in one’s party to anger
and a desire for change, to a wish to maintain the status quo.
The existence of a broad range of ephemera from different groups suggests a
vibrant political system where people take an active interest in politics; this in
itself is an important measure of the state of politics generally.
18th century election candidates had their own designated colours. They and their
supporters wore cockades in their hats, flew flags, carried silk banners, handed out
pamphlets and posted broadsides on walls and buildings; many of the placards, signs
and posters produced for such candidates are now held in the Library’s Ephemera
Collection.
While printed political ephemera provides a valuable record of individuals’ engagement
and involvement in politics, it also serves to place that involvement in a broader national
context by documenting the major election issues and the stances taken by parties in
each election campaign. Analysis of this material gives us insights into politicians’
thinking. It presents evidence of their policies, promises and slogans; it demonstrates
how they regard us by the methods they use to try to woo us; it enables us to examine
the images and language used by politicians to get their message across, and to
compare their election promises with their performance record post election.
The Library’s Ephemera Department policy is to secure a copy of every brochure,
leaflet, poster, sticker and pamphlet produced by political parties and individual
candidates in every election campaign. In order to achieve this objective, we regularly
contact communications officers, party officials and county librarians and ask them to
arrange the donation of such items once a political campaign has concluded. We are
also fortunate to enjoy the continued support of individuals such as Mr Don Kennedy
who has contributed munificently over the past few years to the development of our
Ephemera Collection. We will continue to rely on the support of people who are willing
to donate ephemeral material, and anyone interested in doing so should contact the
curator of the Collection, Mary Broderick.
Visits to view the Ephemera Collection may be arranged by appointment; access is on
Mondays and Tuesdays from 9.30am to 12.30pm and from 2pm to 5pm. To make an
appointment, contact the curator, Mary Broderick, on 01-6030 332 or email
mbroderick@nli.ie.

National Library of Ireland
NuachT Leabharlann Náisiúnta na hÉireann

IMPORTANT NOTICES

National Library of Ireland Society
The National Library of Ireland Society aims “to assist and support the
National Library in the maintenance and expansion of its services and
the improvement and protection of its status as the National Library of
Ireland.”
As the Society’s current programme of events draws to a close, we
would like to thank our guest lecturers for providing a stimulating and
enjoyable series of talks which attracted excellent attendances
throughout. Lecture topics included an examination of the life of Daniel
O’Connell, one of Ireland’s most important political figures; an analysis
of the political ideological battle between the British Prime Ministers
William Gladstone and Benjamin Disraeli; knowledge of history and
psychology, and how this was disseminated during the Middle Ages;
insights into the mind of the working poet; the history of The Irish Times
and its influence on Irish society.
The Society’s Autumn/Winter programme gets underway on 7 October
when Michael Kennedy will give a lecture entitled The Chief of Staff’s
report on the Defence Forces, 1940-49. On 11 November, Ronan
Fanning of University College Dublin will give a lecture entitled The hunt
for Eliza Lynch, while March will see John Bew of Cambridge University
give a lecture on his latest research on Lord Castlereagh.
Details of Society events can be found on the Library website, www.nli.
ie. Lectures and other events begin at 7pm and take place in the Library’s
Seminar Room.

Membership Rates
Ordinary Membership
OAP Membership
Student Membership

€25 p.a.
€15 p.a.
€10 p.a.

Members of the Society are entitled to a 10% discount in the Joly Café
and in the Library Shop.

Contacting us
For further information on the NLI Society, please contact Roger
Courtney, Hon Secretary, NLI Society, National Library of Ireland,
Kildare Street, Dublin 2. Email: nlisociety@nli.ie. Tel: 01-6030 284

Retirement of Gerry Lyne, Keeper of Manuscripts
On 3 April 2009, Gerry Lyne, Keeper of Manuscripts, retired
from the National Library of Ireland after more than 36 years of
dedicated service.
His colleagues will miss not only his erudition and in-depth
knowledge of the Library collections, but also his wisdom, charm,
kindness and great sense of humour.
A native of Kerry, he is an alumnus of the Cistercian college, Mount
St Joseph’s, Roscrea and holds a Master’s degree in History from
University College Dublin. He joined the staff of the Library in 1973.
Before that he worked as a teacher in London and also for a period
as a sub-editor with The Irish Times.
While he served in most areas of the Library, by far the greater part
of his working life was spent in the Manuscripts Department. At
one time he held there the post of Surveyor of Manuscripts, which
involved seeking out collections of historical, literary and political
significance throughout the country at large, for inclusion in the
Library’s holdings. He also served for seven years as Hon Secretary
of the National Library of Ireland Society. He was appointed Keeper
of Manuscripts in 2003.
In his role as Keeper of Manuscripts and before that as Surveyor of
Manuscripts, he worked tirelessly to identify important manuscript
collections that could be acquired by the Library and preserved
and made available for research purposes. These included historic
material hidden in private collections and, more recently, literary
collections or those with a political or social dimension. Among the
significant acquisitions that he
managed on behalf of the Library
are the literary papers of writers
Roddy Doyle, Paul Durcan and
Colm Tóibín, the papers of Senator
David Norris, the Irish Queer
Archive and the literary archive of
the poet John Montague, to name
just a few.
Gerry Lyne (right) photographed at the
reception to mark his retirement with
the Director of the National Library of
Ireland, Aongus Ó hAonghusa.

His contribution to the Library has
been enormous and will continue
to be felt for many years to come.

Calendar of events
Summer’s Wreath 09 events
2009 marks the 70th anniversary of the death of William Butler
Yeats, and this year’s Summer’s Wreath programme again
celebrates the poet’s creativity and legacy with a series of events
centred around his birthday in June. Run in conjunction with the
Library’s award-winning exhibition Yeats: the life and works of
William Butler Yeats, the programme features a series of lectures,
readings and reflections exploring his poetry by leading writers,
actors, academics and performance artists. All events will take
place in the Library’s Seminar Room. Admission is free and booking
is not required for the lunchtime events.
Details of lunchtime events as follows: Monday, 15 June Jennifer
Johnston, writer; Tuesday, 16 June Nick Miller, artist; Friday, 19
June Marina Carr, playwright; Tuesday, 23rd June Neil Jordan,
writer and film director; Wednesday, 24 June Robert Ballagh,
artist; Thursday, 25 June Adrian Dunbar, actor; Tuesday, 30 June
Robert O'Byrne, journalist and critic.
Evening events: Wednesday, 17 June Roy Foster and Fiona Shaw;
Friday 19 June Sir Bob Geldof; Tuesday, 23 June Edna O'Brien,
writer and playwright; Tuesday, 30 June Mike Scott and Steve
Wickham, The Waterboys (Yeats to Music).
Booking is essential for evening events. To reserve a place,
telephone 01-603 0277.
On Monday 22 June, the Library will host a one-day immersion
course covering 15 of Yeats’ poems and paying particular attention
to the figures of Leda and Cuchulain; the latter featured in a poem
Yeats wrote a fortnight before his death. The course will conclude
with an analysis of how his work reflects an interest in Greek and
Irish mythology. As the course material differs from that covered in
the Yeats course offered by Gerard Dineen in 2008, it will be suitable
for new and repeat participants. To book a place: telephone 01-603
0277.
National Photographic Archive Summer Exhibitions
From Tuesday 9 June until end June, the School of Media at the
Dublin Institute of Technology presents the 2009 BA Photography
graduate exhibition at the National Photographic Archive (NPA) in
Temple Bar, Dublin. From July to end October, the NPA will host If
You Ever Go To Dublin Town – an exhibition of selected images
from its Wiltshire Collection.
Heritage Week 2009
To mark the Library’s involvement in the annual Heritage Week
programme of nationwide events, an additional tour of the Yeats:
the life and works of William Butler Yeats exhibition on the theme
‘Yeats and Myths’ will take place on Monday 24 August, Tuesday 25
August and Wednesday 26 August at 1pm.
Children’s events
On Thursday 27 August from 11.30am to 1pm the Library will be
hosting Match Attax to Manuscripts: Young Collectors
Workshop, an event where one of the Library’s conservators will
show young collectors some of the methods used to take care of
the Library’s collections, and will suggest practical methods that
children can use to look after their own collections.
If you would like to receive a copy of our monthly e-bulletin
on upcoming Library events, contact Roisín Barry. Email:
rbarry@nli.ie

Comments and suggestions on NLI News should be addressed to
Bríd O’Sullivan. Email: bosullivan@nli.ie

