
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Research Studentship 

 
The National Library is an equal opportunities employer 

 

Information for Applicants 
 

1. The National Library of Ireland, in association with the Irish Committee of Historical 

Sciences (ICHS), is offering a one-year Research Studentship for advanced 

graduate students (at least in second year of PhD) or post-doctoral students of 

Irish history.  

 

2. The Student will work in the Manuscripts Department (Special Collections) in the 

National Library (see Appendix 1).  

 

3. Requirements 

 The successful candidate will have: 

• Strong interpersonal skills and be able to work as part of a team 

• Ability to work in an organised and productive way with strong attention to 

detail 

• Ability to meet deadlines and to be able to work on their own initiative 

• Excellent IT skills 

 

4. The Studentship is designed to enable a Student to undertake intensive study of 

a selected manuscript collection or collections which he/she might use as a major 

source in a post-graduate or post-doctoral research programme (see Appendix 2). 

On completion of the Studentship, it is envisaged that the Student will resume their 

research programme and may continue to exploit the collection for its historical 

content.  

 

5. The Studentship will be for a 12-month period, starting September 2026. 

 

6. The successful applicant will be offered a contract of employment by the Board of 

the National Library of Ireland. 

 

7. The current annual rate of pay applying to the Studentship will be €31,921 per 

annum and accruing 22 days annual leave.  

 



 

8. The Studentship may be terminated by the National Library, at any time, in the 

event of misconduct by the student or persistent failure for any reason to carry out 

satisfactorily the duties assigned to him/her.  

 

9. Applicants should send a Curriculum Vitae and a cover letter. The cover letter 

should indicate the applicants’ interest in the Research Studentship at the NLI and 

should outline their preferred manuscript collection from Appendix 2. 

 

Please note: The cover letter should be no longer than 1 page and the Curriculum 

Vitae should be no longer than 2 pages.   

 

Application documentation should be in a single PDF document and submitted by 

e-mail to the NLI’s Human Resources Unit at careers@nli.ie     

 

10. The closing date for all applications is 17th July 2026 at 3:00 p.m.  Applications 

will not be accepted after this date.  It is the responsibility of candidates to ensure 

that their completed application form is received on time.  

 

11. Applicants will be shortlisted on the basis of the information contained in their 

application. 

 

12. Interviews will take place in August. It is the responsibility of applicants to be 

available for interview on the allotted date. 

 

13. Candidates who are successful at interview will be required to undergo pre-hire 

checks including provision of references and a health and character declaration. 

 

14. The National Library of Ireland reserves the right to make such enquiries as it 

considers necessary in relation to an applicant before making an offer of a 

Studentship to them.  
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Appendix 1 

 

National Library of Ireland Studentship Programme 

 

Job Title:  Research Studentship  

   Temporary Fixed Term Contract (12 months) 

 

Library Department: Manuscripts (Special Collections)  

 

Studentship Programme:  The position is being offered under the National Library of 

Ireland’s studentship programme for post-graduates who wish to gain experience of 

working in a library and an understanding of one of the Library’s unique archival 

collections. The Student will work in the Manuscripts Department (Special Collections) of 

the National Library of Ireland.  

 

Main Duties: 

Duties will include but are not limited to: 

• Arranging and listing of select manuscript collections from Appendix 2 and such 

other collections as may be agreed; 

• Developing a practical understanding of key aspects of collections management 

including conservation and digitisation;  

• Working with Service team to deliver expert research services on a rostered basis;     

• Presentations and lectures to visiting groups of students and scholars;  

• Contributing a blog on the Research Studentship post to the ICHS website;  

• Other duties as appropriate. 

 

Requirements 

The successful candidate will have: 

• Strong interpersonal skills and be able to work as part of a team; 

• Ability to work in an organised and productive way with strong attention to detail; 

• Ability to meet deadlines and to be able to work on his/her own initiative; 

• Excellent IT skills. 

   

Learning: 

From their involvement in the studentship programme, Students will: 

• have an opportunity to become familiar with the National Library of Ireland’s 

extensive and important Manuscripts collections; 

• gain a practical knowledge of archiving; 

• develop a broad understanding of a significant Library/information environment;  

• develop customer service skills. 

 

 

 



 

 

Appendix 2 

 

Collections available for the National Library Research Studentship in Irish History, 

2026-2027 (Please select only one) 

 

Political, Activism & Administrative history 

• Maurice Collis and Louise Collis Papers 

Papers of Maurice Collis (1889–1973), relating mostly to his service as an administrator 

in Burma between 1911 and 1934. The collection includes manuscripts, diaries, 

photographs, correspondence, artworks, books, and artefacts, as well as materials 

relating to his later career as an art critic and art historian. Also included are the papers of 

his daughter Louise Collis (1925-2018) who was a published author and art critic. She 

edited a significant section of his diaries covering the years 1949-1969 and wrote a 

biography of Dame Ethel Mary Smyth (1858-1944) the English composer and member of 

the women's suffrage movement. In 47 archive boxes. 

 

• An Post Archive, 1777-2003 

Papers of the Post Office including ephemera, administrative documents, manuscripts, 

photographs relating to the administration of the post service in Ireland. In 30 boxes. 

 

• Kieran Rose Papers, 1980-2006 

Papers relating to Kieran Rose’s career as an LGBTQ+ advocate and campaigner for 

LGBTQ+ rights and marriage equality, including material relating to Gay and Lesbian 

Equality Network (GLEN) and resources relating to his work as Commissioner of the Irish 

Human Rights and Equality Commission (IHREC). In 8 boxes. 

 

Theatre 

• P. J. Bourke theatre collection, 1880s-1960s 

Collection relates to the Irish theatre and the family business of P.J. Bourke Theatrical 

Costumiers of 26 Nelson Street, and, later, 64 Dame Street, Dublin. Includes drawings, 

theatre programmes, business records, photographs, posters, and magazines. In 12 

boxes. 

 

• Nora Lever Papers, 1951-1900 

Collection consists of typescripts of playscripts by various authors with a strong 

representation of women playwrights, and correspondence. Nora Lever founded 37 

Theatre Club with Barry Cassin to produce experimental work. After venue closed, she 

continued working as an actor and freelance producer. She taught speech and drama at 

the Royal Irish Academy of Music, and a life-long campaigner for animal welfare. In 4 

boxes. 

 

• Holloway Collection of Theatre Programmes 

 

 

 

 



Literature 

• Sylvia Lynd and Robert Lynd Papers 

Literary and personal papers of Sylvia Lynd (née Dryhurst) and Robert Lynd. Sylvia Lynd 

was a member of Inghinidhe na hÉireann and edited the first issue of 'Bean na hÉireann'. 

She worked as a publisher's reader for John Lane at the Bodley Head. She married Robert 

Wilson Lynd in 1909.  He was the literary editor for the 'Daily News' in 1912, and a 

columnist for 'The New Statesman'. James Joyce and Nora Barnacle had their wedding 

lunch at the Lynd's house in 1931. In 4 boxes. 

 

 

Estate Papers 

• Grania Weir Inchiquin papers, 1723-2019 

Papers relating to the Inchquin family and Dromoland Castle, including correspondence, 

diaries, financial papers, legal papers, recipe book, personal papers, research notes, and 

other papers of Grania Weir with some material by her husband, Hugh Weir. In 10 boxes. 

 

• Waldron Papers 

Papers of Hubert Kelly Waldron of Drumsna, Co. Leitrim, and Ashfort House, Co. 

Roscommon, and other family members, 1800-1890. In 22 boxes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


