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Réamhra

Mar ghniomhai poblachtach, mar bhaintreach ¢ Eiri Amach

na Casca 1916, mar thiomsaitheoir maoinithe le haghaidh
carthanachtai agus mar fheachtasoir ar son an athraithe
shdisialta, ba dhuine tabhachtach i Kathleen Clarke le linn
thréimhse réabhldideach na hEireann. Bhi rél rithabhachtach aici

i mbunu Chumann na mBan ach chomh maith leis sin, bhunaigh

si an charthanacht, an Ciste do Chleithitinaithe Oglaigh na
hEireann tamall gearr i ndiaidh d4 fear céile Tom agus da dearthair
Ned Daly a bheith curtha chun bais sa bhliain 1916. Agus i mar
bhaintreach, Bean Tom Clarke, agus mar phriostunach polaitiuil, ba
chuid luachmhar i den bholscaireacht phoblachtach agus de na
feachtais thiomsaithe airgid le linn Chogadh na Saoirse. Bhi siina
ball tabhachtach de Shinn Féin, ina comhairleoir de chuid Bhardas
Bhaile Atha Cliath agus ina Teachta Déla. Ina dhiaidh sin ar fad, ba
f an chéad bhean a bhi mar Ardmhéara Bhaile Atha Cliath. Rinne
Clarke feachtasaiocht le haghaidh ionadaiocht pholaitiuil nios fearr
do mhna agus ar son athraithe soisialta, curam slainte do phaisti
bochta san aireamh. Chosain Kathleen Clarke clu a fir chéile go
sioral agus go neamhbhalbh i gcaitheamh a saoil fhada.

Digitia ar Fhoinse Phriomha Leabharlann

Bunaitear an PDF seo ar dbhar phriomha, atd i dtaisce i Leabharlann Naisilinta na

hEireann, abhar ar ndearnadh digititi air chun Deich mBliana de Chomdradh Céad Bliain a
cheilidradh (1912-1923). T4 réimse doiciméad ann idir litreacha pearsanta, cuimhni cinn,
paipéir oifigiila agus ldmhbilli, mar aon le léarscaileanna agus grianghraif. Ta na doiciméid
seo ina gcabhair chun comhthéacs a fhail maidir le cinnti agus meon na bhfear agus na mban,
Kathleen Clarke ina measc, a raibh tionchar acu ar thréimhse na réabhléide in Eirinn.
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Pointi Tabhachta

Cumann na mBan

Chuidigh Kathleen Clarke le bunu

Chumann na mBan, a bunaiodh ar
an 2 Aibrean 1914 mar eagraiocht

pharaimileatach phoblachtach le

haghaidh na mban agus mar chor

cunta ag Oglaigh na hEireann arbh
fhir iad ar fad.

An Ciste do Chleithitnaithe
Oglaigh na hEireann

Bhunaigh Clarke an Ciste do
Chleithitinaithe Oglaigh na
hEireann (IDVF) ctpla la i ndiaidh
bhas a fir chéile Tom, a cuireadh
chun bais sa bhliain 1916. Bhi
tabhacht ag baint leis an IVDF mar
thiomsaitheoir airgid ar son na
dteaghlach a buaileadh go le hEiri
Amach na Céasca agus mar uirlis
bholscaireachta ghinearalta ag cur
cuis na réabhldide in Eirinn chun

cinn.

Gafa

Nuair a gabhadh i le linn an loctha a
rinneadh i ndiaidh na ‘comhcheilge
Gearmanal’ i mi na Bealtaine 1918,
cuireadh Clarke go Priostin Holloway
i Londain, priostn le haghaidh ban
amhain, ar feadh tréimhse naoi mi,
ait a raibh an Chuntaois Markievicz
agus Maud Gonne ina teannta.

Coiste Feidhmitichain
Shinn Féin

Agus i ina leasuachtaran ar Chumann
na mBan, toghadh Kathleen Clarke
ar Chombhairle Feidhmitchain Shinn
Féin, dit a ndearna si feachtasaiocht
chun go mbeadh mna an phairti

ar comhchéim leis na fir 6 thaobh

a gceart polaitidil agus na
hionadaiochta de.



Bardas Bhaile Atha Cliath

Nuair a toghadh Kathleen Clark ar
Bhardas Bhaile Atha Cliath, chuaigh
si i mbun feachtasaiochta chun go
n-aithneofai rialtas Shinn Féin le
linn Chogadh na gCarad in Eirinn.
Chomh maith leis sin, bhi sé mar
uachtaran ar chuirt phoblachtach
na bpaisti agus chuidigh si le bunu
Chros Bhén na hEireann. Le linn
Chogadh na Saoirse, bhi Kathleen
Clarke gniomhach mar chuiréir, ag
smuglail airgid agus uirlisi troda
chuig trodaithe an IRA.

Dail Eireann

Toghadh Clarke chun na Déla ar

son dailcheantar Bhaile Atha Cliath
Lair sa bhliain 1921. Labhair si go
paiseanta i gcoinne an Chonartha
Angla-Eireannaigh sa Dara D4il agus
thaobhaigh si leis an lucht frith-
chonartha i gCogadh na gCarad a thit
amach ina dhiaidh sin.

A 4

An IRA i gcoinne an Chonartha

Le linn Chogadh na gCarad, bhi

réil larnacha ag Kathleen Clarke i
gCumann na mBan agus san IRA

a bhi'i gcoinne an Chonartha, i
gelrsai cumarsaide, léistiochta agus
tiomsaithe airgid. Chaill si a suiochan
sa Ddil sa bhliain 1922 ach ghlac si leis
an Saorstdt nua ar deireadh thiar thall.



Finineach

Rugadh Kathleen Daly i dteaghlach tabhachtach Finineach i Luimneach ar

11 Aibredn 1878. Ba ghniomhaithe Finineacha iad a hathair Edward agus a
huncail John araon agus bhi si féin ina poblachtach mileatach faoin am ar phds
si Tom Clarke i Nua-Eabhrac in 1901. Nuair a d’fhill muintir Clarke abhaile 6
Mheiricea sa bhliain 1907, bhi an siopa nuachtdin is tobac acu, a bhi suite ar
Shraid Parnell i dtosach agus ansin ar Shraid Amiens, mar ionad gniomhach

ag na poblachtaigh. Chuidigh a fear céile, a bhi ar dhuine ddibh siud a shinigh
Fordgra 1916, le hathbheochan Bhrdithreachas Phoblacht na hEireann agus le
bund Oglaigh na hEireann in 1913. Bhi a dearthair, Edward ‘Ned’ Daly, ar cheann
de na chéad daoine a chuaigh isteach sna hOglaigh agus tamall ina dhiaidh sin,
chuaigha deirfiir Madge isteach i gCumann na mBan in éineacht le Kathleen.

Grianghraf de Kathleen Daly a tégadh i Luimneach sula ndeachaigh si ar imirce go Meiricea sa
bhliain 1901 chun Tom Clarke a phésadh. Is féidir tuilleadh a fhail amach faoin ngrianghraf seo
(TC 4) ag http://catalogue.nli.ie/Record/vtls000277295
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Militeach

Bunaiodh Cumann na mBan go foirmiuil in 1914 mar eagraiocht

bhan a d’oibreodh in éineacht le hOglaigh na hEireann. Ba bhall
rithabhachtach i Kathleen Clarke den chéad bhrainse den eagraiocht
phoblachtach, an Ard Chraobh ar Shraid Brunswick, i mBaile

Atha Cliath. | dtosach bhi si ar an gCoiste Feidhmidichain, mar ar
chuidigh si le dréachtu an fhordgra aige, agus ina dhiaidh sin, bhi

si mar Leas-Uachtaran ann. D’oibrigh Cumann na mBan go dluth

le hOglaigh na hEireann roimh Eiri Amach na Césca 1916 agus lena
linn ag iompar arm agus ag seachadadh teachtaireachtai. Cuireadh
Clarke faoi mhionn an IRA sular thosaigh an troid agus thug a fear
céile pleananna na réabhldide di ionas go bhféadfadh si teagmhail a
choinneail le gréasan na bpoblachtach sa gcas go dteipfeadh ar an
éiri amach.

Bunaiodh Cumann na mBan go
foiimiail mar eagraiocht bhan a
d’'oibreodh in éineacht leis na
Irish Volunteers

:£109SIH BuIfesssy



HucH O'Brien Moran. -
2: 19, GLENTWORTH STREET,

SoLiciTor
R LiMERICK.

now =se i the following articles received from

Parkgate, Dublin;- Speoctacle Case,

tanppe) and Knife, which please hand to Mrs Clarke.

The Authcrities state that thoee were the only Articles

s Jegeasedk possesslion at il of his death.

Tours Talthfully,

dege Daly,
Sarefield

T

Ldm

SyAR[) USIYILY


http://catalogue.nli.ie/Record/vtls000276947
http://catalogue.nli.ie/Record/vtls000515752

Baintreach Eiri Amach

na Cas ca 191 6Cuireadh Kathleen Clarke i bpriosun i gCaislean Bhaile
Atha Cliath nuair a theip ar Eiri Amach na Césca 1916. Scaoileadh saor
i in am chun a fear céile Tom a fheiceail sular cuireadh chun bais é ar
an 3 Bealtaine 1916. D’fhill si ar Chill Mhaighneann an oiche dar gcionn
chun slan a fhagadil lena dearthair Ned Daly, a cuireadh chun bais ar
an 4 Bealtaine.

Ghoill basu a fir chéile agus a dearthar go mor ar Kathleen Clarke.

Bhi tridr paisti aici, agus bhi si ag suil le paiste eile ag an am ach

nior inis si é sin da fear céile nuair a chonaic siad a chéile den uair
dheireanach. Buaileadh go dona breoite i tamall gearr ina dhiaidh

sin agus chaill si an leanbh. Tar éis a mbas, bhi baint larnach aici in
eagru foirithinte do chleithitnaithe na bpoblachtach ar fad a cuireadh
i bpriosun i ndiaidh Eiri Amach na Cdsca. D’itigh Clarke ar Chumann
na mBan tus aite a thabhairt de chuimhneachdin cheannairi an

Eiri Amach, a cuireadh chun bdis. Dhirigh an eagraiocht isteach ar
léirsithe poibli ar son na bpriosinach poblachtach. Chomh maith leis
sin, d’eagraigh siad searmanais chun failte a chur roimh mhileatacha
a bhi ag teacht abhaile 6n priostin sa Bhreatain agus in Eirinn.

Eagarthoir Carthanachta

Go luath i ndiaidh chur chun bais a fir chéile, bhunaigh Kathleen
Clarke an Ciste do Chleithiunaithe Oglaigh na hEireann (IVDF) chun
airgead a bhailit ar son na dteaghlach a chaill a muintir le linn Eiri
Amach na Casca n¢ ar cuireadh chun bais iad ina dhiaidh. | mi Ldnasa
1916, rinneadh conascadh idir an IVDF agus Eagraiocht Chabhrach
Naisitiinta na hEireann chun Ciste Ndisitinta Cabhrach na hEireann do
Chleithidinaithe na nOglach (INAAVDF) a bhund. D’fhan Clarke mar
uachtaran ar an eagraiocht nua cénasctha.

| mi Feabhra 1921, chuidigh Clarke le bunt Chros Bhan na hEireann
a dhail amach an t-airgead a bhailigh an charthanacht An Coiste
Meiricednach um Chabhair in Eirinn. Déileadh an t-airgead ar
shibhialtaigh a bhi gortaithe né a raibh deacrachtai airgid acu mar
gheall ar Chogadh na Saoirse agus ar Chogadh na gCarad, a thit
amach nios déanai.
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Feachtasoir

Rinne Kathleen Clarke feachtasaiocht ar son chearta na mban le linn
gairmréim pholaitiuil. Leis an rdn a mhol si ag tionél Shinn Fhinn

i mi Dheireadh Fomhair 1917, cinntiodh go raibh comhchearta na
mban mar chuid de pholasai an phairti. Toghadh ceathrar ban ar

an gCoiste Feidhmiuchain an bhliain sin: An Chuntaois Markievicz,
Clarke, Kathleen Lynn agus An Chuntaois Plunkett. Ar an deireadh
seachtaine céanna, bhi a ceathru tiondl bliantuil ag Cumann na mBan
agus toghadh Clarke ar an gCoiste Feidhmiuchain. Bhi si ar dhuine de
bhunaitheoiri Chumann na dTeachtaire, a raibh sé mar sprioc acu a
chinntiu go dtoghfai mna ar gach bord poibli agus ar na comhlachtai
ar fad laistigh d’eagraiocht Shinn Féin.

Priostiinach

Idir 1918 agus 1919, chaith Kathleen Clark naoi mi i bPriosun

Holloway i Londain, priosun le haghaidh na mban amhain, mar
gheall gur cuireadh ina leith go raibh baint aici leis an ‘gComhcheilg
Ghearmanach’. Os rud é gur mhathair i agus tridr paisti 6ga aici,
cdineadh a coinnedil go géar in Eirinn agus thar lear. Nuair a bhi
Clarke sa phriosun thug a deirfidracha aire da paisti i Luimneach.
Agus i in Holloway dhiultaigh si bia priosuin a ithe. Buaileadh go dona
tinn i agus thainig taom croi uirthi sular scaoileadh saor i i mi Feabhra
1919. Leis an seal a chaith si sa phriostn, daingniodh a cli i measc

an phobail mar phoblachtach diongbhailte. Tugadh saoirse Chathair
Luimnigh di agus i fés ina priosunach.
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lonadai Tofa

Mar bhall ceannasaiochta i Sinn Féin agus mar bhaintreach 6 1916, bhi an-

rath ar Clarke nuair a sheas si sna toghchain i mBardas Bhaile Atha Cliath

agus i dtoghchdin naisiunta le linn Chogadh na Saoirse in Eirinn. Toghadh

i mar chomhairleoir de chuid Bhardas Bhaile Atha Cliath sna bardais ar an

gCé Adhmaid sa bhliain 1919. Agus i tofa, rinne si feachtasaiocht chun go
n-aithneofai rialtas Shinn Féin go hoifigiuil, bhi si mar bhall de bhord Ospidéal
Leanai Shraid Fhearchair agus bhi si mar chathaoirleach ar choiste na mbéili
scoile. Chaith Clarke tréimhse ag obair i gCuirteanna na Dala, ait a raibh si mar
uachtaran ar Chuirt an Choinsiasa agus ar chuirt na bpaisti. Toghadh Clark sa
Dara Da&il ar son ddilcheantar Bhaile Atha Cliath Lair sa bhliain 1921.

Mountjoy Ward Municipal Election
16th JANUARY, 18920,

STRIKE A BLOW FOR

IRISH INDEPENDENCE

BY SUFFORTING THE FOLLONWING

SINN_ FEIN AND LABOUR CANDIDATES
BYBNE, JOHN. e e i
CLARKE, KATHLEEN, &FEsa===
0'SHEA-LEAMY, LILLIE, ...
MAHON, PATRICK, =irdsss==
O'MAOILFHINN, JAMES, e st v om
SLATER, © MICHAEL, = = S rsuesss
TOOMEY, JOSEPH, &=2i=&

I BECTUHE ICIEXCY AXD PURITY « ABMIXISTREATION
ESTABLIST II|'.'\|IIIIII 1 AN O FES UMPETITION POR

FUEL ._|--|--,|
} CARIY TXTW | |I' Al') o
IE ELEQ ||||

\'ute Early and Sulrd Iur rlns Reuubllcan Tlcket

DiA SA0R @IRe.
RSN FAFLR. ) [ TRAGI bMsdW awn

Lambhbhille 6 thoghchéan bardasach Bhaile Atha Cliath ar an 15 Eandir 1920 le haghaidh Barda
Mhuinseo. larrtar ar vétalaithe ‘buille a thabhairt ar son neamhspleachas na hEireann’ agus véta
a chaitheamh ar son iarrthéiri Shinn Féin agus an Lucht Oibre. Toghadh Clarke sa toghchan Is
féidir tuilleadh a fhail amach faoin bpéstaer seo (EPH C75) ag http://catalogue.nli.ie/Record/
vtlso00506620
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Duine i gcoinnean Chonartha

Bhi Kathleen Clarke go mér in éadan théarmai an Chonartha Angla-
Eireannaigh. Mar Theachta Déla agus mar bhall de Choiste Seasta Shinn Féin,
bhi an-udaras lena tuairimi le linn diospdireachtai faoin gConradh. Bhi si suite
de nach dtabharfar ‘an cineal saoirse a raibh mé ag suil léi’ sa Chonradh agus
ni raibh si sasta glacadh le socru ar bith seachas an phoblacht ar maraiodh a
fear céile ar a son. Chaith si vota i gcoinne an Chonartha sa Dail ar an 7 Eanair
1922 agus chaill si a suiochan sna toghchain i mi an Mheithimh 1922.

In ainneoin go raibh si mar chathaoirleach ar chainteanna idirbheartaiochta

a bhi dirithe ar chogadh cathartha a sheachaint, bhi rél gniomhach ag Clarke
nuair a thosaigh an troid, i gCumann na mBan agus san IRA araon, dha
eagraiocht a bhi i gcoinne an Chonartha, i gcursai cumarsaide, léistiochta
agus tiomsaithe airgid.

Tras-scriobh den 6raid a thug Kathleen Clarke sa Dail ar an 22 Nollaig 1921 inar thacaigh si
le riin Eamon de Valera go ndidltéfai leis an gConradh. Is féidir tuilleadh a fhail amach faoin
doiciméad seo (MS 49,883/42) ag http://catalogue.nli.ie/Record/vtls000649344
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Cosantoir

Cé gur thaobhaigh Kathleen Clarke leis an dream a bhi i gcoinne an Chonartha
le linn Chogadh na gCarad, ghlac si leis an Saorstat nua in imeacht ama. Ina
dhiaidh sin, lean si ar aghaidh leis an obair shdisialta aici. Thug sé faoi thuras go
Meiriced chun airgead a bhailiti ar son Chiste Ndisitinta Cabhrach na hEireann
do Chleithiiinaithe na nOglach sa bhliain 1924 agus ghlac si ballraiocht ar bhord
Chumann na nUaigheanna Naisitinta. O thaobh na polaitiochta de, bhi Clarke ar
dhuine de na baill a bhunaigh Fianna Fail, pairti polaititil Eamon de Valera, sa
bhliain 1926. Toghadh i chun na Dala thar ceann Bhaile Atha Cliath Thuaidh i mi
an Mheithimh 1927, sular oibrigh si sa Seanad 6n mbliain 1928 go dti 1936, agus
bhi si ar an gcéad bhean a ceapadh mar Ardmhéara Bhaile Atha Cliath sa bhliain
1939. In ainneoin gur easaontaigh si go laidir le de Valera maidir leis an dearcadh
frithbhanda a bhi léirithe i mbunreacht 1937, d’fhan si sa phairti go dti an

bhliain 1943.

Chosain Kathleen Clarke clu a fir céile go laidir i gconai. Mhaigh sii gconai gurbh
é Tom Clarke an chéad uachtaran ar an rialtas sealadach, seachas Padraig Mac
Piarais. Sa tréimhse roimh choméradh tabhachtach chaoga bliain Eiri Amach

na Casca sa bhliain 1966, ghlac si ceannasaiocht ar fheachtas poibli chun go
n-aithneofai uachtaranacht a fir chéile. Bhog si go Learpholl le bheith in éineacht
lena mac Emmet sa bhliain 1965.

Grianghraf 6n mbliain 1941, ina léiritear Clarke agus i mar an chéad bhean le bheith mar Ardmhéara
Bhaile Atha Cliath. T4 si ina sui i lar an ghripa agus céta fionnaidh, spéaclai agus hata uirthi. Bhi si
medite ar rian ar bith d’iaridaras na Breataine a ghlanadh amach as a hoifig, agus baineadh portraidi
de mhonarcai na Breataine anuas 6 bhallai Theach an Ardmhéara. Is féidir tuilleadh a fhail amach
faoin ngrianghraf seo (NPA SHE78) ag http://catalogue.nli.ie/Record/vtlso00671008
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Concluid

Ba phriomhpholaiteoir, mileatach agus feachtasdir séisialta i Kathleen Clarke

le linn thréimhse na réabhldide in Eirinn. Ba bhaintreach i 6n mbliain 1916, bhi
si mar mhathair ag tridr pAisti, tiomsaitheoir carthanachta agus poblachtach
go smior ba ea i, agus chuidigh si le bunu eagraiochtai tabhachtacha le linn na
tréimhse seo, ar nos an Ciste do Chleithitnaithe Oglaigh na hEireann, Cumann
na mBan agus Cros Bhan na hEireann. Tar éis di a cion a dhéanamh ar son
saoirse na hEireann mar chuiréir i rith Chogadh na Saoirse, throid si ar a dtaobh
siud a bhi i gcoinne an Chonartha i gCogadh na gCarad. Mar pholaiteoir, bhi si
mar chombhairleoir de chuid Bhardas Bhaile Atha Cliath ar feadh i bhfad, agus
toghadh sa Dara Dail i. Agus i in éadan an Chonartha Angla-Eireannaigh 1921,
labhair Clarke go paiseanta le linn na ndiospdireachtai faoin gConradh agus
chaith si vota ina aghaidh. Ina dhiaidh sin, bhi si ar dhuine de bhunaitheoiri
Fhianna Fail, ina Teachta Dala agus ina seanaddir sula raibh si ar an gcéad bhean
a ceapadh mar Ardmhéara Bhaile Atha Cliath. Bhain Clarke leas as an seasamh
poibli a bhi aici le feachtasaiocht a dhéanamh ar son an athraithe shdisialta.
Sheas si ar son cheart na mban, cheart na n-oibrithe agus theastaigh uaithi go
geuirfi oideachas agus curam slainte ar fail do leanai a bhi faoi mhibhuntaiste
ar bhealach ni b’fhearr. Cé go mbiodh an tsldinte go dona aici go minic,

bhi Kathleen Clarke meadite ar chli a fir chéile a chosaint, go dti la a bais sa
bhliain 1972.

Baintreach 1916, mathair do
triur paisti, bailitheoir ar son
carthanachtai agus poblachtach
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17 Serpentine Road,
Ballsbridge,
Dublin 4.

Copy August 19th, 1965.

Dear Eamon,

Having read your letter of the 6th inst., I feel that a frank
and friendly discussion is both desirable and useful.

We are both in full agreement that Tom Clarke cared nothing
for personal honours and that vanity had no place in his mind. Iis
one ambiticn was to free Ireland from foreign domination.

I believe that we are both very anxious that no avoidable
controversy should be allowed to arise which might mer the fitting
celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the Rising.

The proposed lssuing of a coin or medal with Pearse's head on
it is bound to lead to & needless public controversy for thi
imply that Pearse was President. In the interest of hi=s:
accuracy this implication could not be allowed to pass un

When the Military Council met before the Rising to sign the
Proclamation three positions were created:- Tom Clarke, Fresident,
P.H.Pearse Commander-in-Chief and James Connolly, Commander of IDublin
Immediately after the meeting Tom Clarke told me what had happened
at the meeting and he semed very happy that his comrades thought so
much of him. MAgsin in Kilmsinham Jail, a few hours before his death,
he told me that when they arrived at the G.P.0. to take over, the
other signatories with him stoed back for him to shoot the lock in
his position as President. Would a men of his character have told
me that if it hed not been so? Anyone knowing Tom Clarke or had the
least knowledge of his life's work or his outlook would understand
that he was not a man to resign to ancther the responsibilities of
his Office. No dedicated man would do so; Tom Clarke was most
certainly a dedicated man. You may notice how completely at varlance
his statements were with that in your letter in which you assert
that he refused to be named President.

In my capacity as official confidant of the Supreme Council of
the I.R.B., I was given detailed information of all their decisions
and plans and the names of the people with whom I should communicate
in the event of the members of the Supreme Council or the Military
Council all being arreated or killed. I hed to commit all this
information accurately to memory. They were determined that the
work would go on even 'if they were, all dead.

SOver ...

SyAe[) UdSYIeY
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