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1916 The 1916 Rising: Personalities and Perspectives

lad Sitd a raibh tionchar acu ar an Eiri Amach: Réamhra
lad sitid a bhi bainteach leis an Rialtas Duchais (ar a shon agus ina choinne)

An Priomh-Aire Asquith agus rialtas na Breataine

Bhi tionchar ag Asquith agus ag a rialtas ar Eiri Amach 1916 go
neamhdhireach toisc nach ndeachaigh siad i ngleic le haontachtaithe
Uladh. Mar thoradh air sin chuir siad iarracht ar Rialtas Duchais i bhfeidhm
a d’fhorail go bhféadfadh cuid de Chuige Uladh fanacht amach uaidh,
réiteach nach raibh sasuil d’fhormhor na ndisitinach.

Rugadh Herbert Henry Asquith (1852-1928) in Yorkshire agus bhi a
thuismitheoiri ina gComhthiondlaithe de chuid an mheanaicme. Bhi baint
ag an mbeirt acu leis an tionscal olla. Fuair sé a chuid oideachais ag City
School of London, agus nios ba dhéanai, duirt sé gur fhag an taithi sin go
raibh sé ‘to all intents and purposes a Londoner’. Bhuaigh sé scoldireacht
chlasaiceach do Balliol College, Oxford, ait ar ndearnadh uachtaran
Aontas Oxford de. Agus cleachtas measartha rathuil forbartha aige mar
abhcoéide, toghadh é mar MP Liobralach do Fife Thoir sa bhliain 1886. Bhi
Asquith mar Runai Baile do rialtais Liobralacha na tréimhse 1892-5. Sa
bhliain 1893 bhi an frustrachas céanna air a bhi ar Gladstone nuair arinne
Teach na dTiarnai an dara bille Rialtas Duchais a crosadh tar éis do Theach
na dTeachtai é a rith. Bhi post aige ansin mar Sheansailéir an Statchiste i
rialtas Campbell-Bannerman (1905-8), agus sa phost sin thug sé isteach na
chéad fhoralachai leith pinsean seanaoise.



3.1.1

1916 The 1916 Rising: Personalities and Perspectives

An Priomh-Aire Asquith agus rialtas na Breataine

Thainig sé i gcomharbacht ar Campbell-Bannerman mar Phriomh-Aire, bhi
sé san oifig sin don tréimhse idir Aibrean 1908 agus Nollaig 1916. Bhi si

é meaite ar Eirinn a choinneail laistigh den Aontas agus bhi sé ag brath ar
Phairti Parlaiminteach Eireannach Redmond chun tromlach a choinnesil
thar na Coimeadaithe agus Aontachtaithe Uladh, agus mar sin, gheall
Asquith go ndéanadh sé Rialtas Duchais a sholathair. Ar dtus, chuaigh sé

i ngleic le bacainn chros na dtiarnai. Chuir an Parliament Act (1911) da
chuid deireadh le ceart Theach na dTiarnai bac a chur ar reachtaiocht ar
bhonn buan. Maidir le Rialtas Duchais, afach, ta an chuma ar an scéal nar
thuig sé i gceart an tionchar a bhi ag easaontu Aontachtaithe Uladh, a raibh
tacaiocht laidir acu 6 na Coimeadaithe. Ina theannta sin, theip air gniomh
cinntitheach a dhéanamh chun srian a chur ar an bhfrithbheartaiocht;

mar shampla, ni dhearna sé rud ar bith i gcoinne na n-oifigeach airm
ceannairceach, agus dhiultaigh sé iad siud a bhi freagrach as tabhairt i

dtir na ngunnai i Latharna a chiontt, mar a mhol an Leasri in Eirinn, an
Tiarna Wimborne.

Cé gur éirigh leis Rialtas Duchais a bhaint amach sa deireadh (an tAcht um
Rialt na hEireann, 1914), réiteach mishasuil a bhi ann do na naisiinaigh,
toisc go raibh an déchulacht ann go mbeadh criochdheighilt na tire agus
eisiamh lion neamhshainithe de chontaetha Uladh mar thoradh air.
Cuireadh an Rialtas Duchais ar fionrai ar feadh an chogaidh dhomhanda

a ndeachaigh an Riocht Aontaithe isteach annan 4 Linasa 1914. Thug
Asquith rabhadh tar éis brd mor a bheith air 6n phobal gur dhdécha go
mbeadh ‘cath fadtréimhseach’ ann. Bhi formhér na naisitinach Eireannach
bunreachtuil i bhfabhar an chogaidh, agus gheall Redmond tacaiocht 6
Eirinn; i Mean Fémhair chuaigh Asquith i gcomhar le Redmond ag cruinnit
earcaiochta i dTeach an Ardmhéara i mBaile Atha Cliath.

Maitear gurbh é an rud a duirt Asquith, duine a bhi fuarchuiseach go maith,
nuair a chuala sé an scéala faoi Eiri Amach 1916, ‘Well, that’s something),
agus d’imigh sé leis a lui. Ghniomhaigh sé go cinntitheach, 4fach, agus

rinne sé dli mileata a chur i bhfeidhm, trupai a sheoladh, agus an Ginearal
Maxwell a cheapadh laithreach. Rinne sé an botun bunusach, 4fach, cead

a thabhairt do Maxwell, duine nach raibh eolach faoin staid pholaititil in
Eirinn, suas le ctiigear déag doibh sitid ar ceapadh gur cheannairi a bhi iontu
a chur chun bais. Nior thug sé féin cuairt ar Bhaile Atha Cliath go dti an 12
Bealtaine, beagnach tri sheachtaini i ndiaidh don bhriseadh amach. Chuir
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sé deireadh le basuithe ar bith eile, ach faoin am sin bhi an pobal i curtha
6 dhoras ag ni raibh aon dul siar Buaileadh buille mér ar a bheartas maidir
le hEirinn a choinneail laistigh den Aontas: bhi préiséas curtha ar sitl agus
tharla narbh fhéidir aon stop a chur leis.
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THE FPRIME MINISTER ARRIVES IN [RELAND T0 CONSIDER THE SITUATION OM THE SPOT :
MR ASQUITH O THE QUAY AT KINGETOWE.

M. Asguith arrived st Kageoiewa on the moming af Frdey, May iz mrm‘ﬂmhﬂ—mm*u—m
Bis puiware secretary and geneinew, and o stafl sffwsr of the Lrsh Command, whe wasy oo lo meet him, Mmhmr_w:*l_
PhatgTagh by .

Asquith arriving at Kingstown (Dun Laoghaire) on 12 May to assess the situation following
the Rising at first hand. He is flanked by a staff officer and his secretary Mr Bonham
Carter, who was also his son-in-law. (lllustrated London News, 20 May 1916).
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Asquith and Redmond shared the platform at an exultant meeting of Home Rule
nationalists in the Theatre Royal, Dublin on 19 July 1912. Asquith stated ‘| have come
here to Dublin to assure the people of Ireland of the resolute determination of the British
government, the British House of Commons and the British people to bring your great
cause to a speedy and triumphant issue’. (Ms 36, 124).
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Pages from the act establishing Home Rule. The implementation of the act
was suspended for the duration of the war.
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IRISHMEN _
| DONT YOU HEAR IT’

Throughout the war the British government’s main interest in Ireland was in securing the
recruitment of as many Irishmen as possible. Conscription was under consideration when
the 1916 Rising took place, having already been imposed in Britain. (Proclamations).




