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1916 The 1916 Rising: Personalities and Perspectives

lad Sitid a raibh tionchar acu ar an Eiri Amach: Réamhra
Poblachtanaigh agus iad siud a chuaigh i muinin na laimhe laidre

Bulmer Hobson agus Denis McCullough

Chuir siad leis an Eiri Amach tri Bhraithreachas Phoblacht na hEireann a
athneartu agus Oglaigh na hEireann a chur chun cinn.

Bhi an nés ann go mbeadh gluaiseacht na bpoblachtanach de shior ag
méadu is ag laghdu le linn na naou haois déag: bhi an ghluaiseacht in isle bri
thar na deich mbliana tar éis bas Parnell in 1891. Ag an am bhi formhor na
naisiinach ag brath ar an bpolaitiocht parlaiminte mar an t-aon bhealach

a bhi indéanta chun ctis na hEireann a chur chun cinn go macénta. Ba é

an Rialtas Duchais an chuspair: chreid formhor na ndaoine go raibh sé
dosheachanta agus go n-athrédh sé gheilleagar na hEireann é bhonn. Cé go
raibh suil ag roinnt daoine go mbeadh scaradh 6n mBreatain mar thoradh
air ar deireadh, ghlac formhér na ndaoine le rél na hEireann mar chuid den
Riocht Aontaithe - an impireacht ba chumachtai ar domhan: ni raibh an saol
chomh dona sin ag alan daoine.

Cé go raibh traidisiun na bpoblachtanach faoi shuan, ni raibh si marbh. Bhi
mionlach ann i gconai a chreid nach raibh teideal dlisteanach ar dhlinse

ag an mBreatain ar Eirinn. Cheap siad chomh maith nach mbainfeadh Eire
moéran tairbhe as an Rialtas Duchais agus gurb é neamhspleachas iomlan
an t-aon chuspdir fhiintach a bhi ann. Bhraith poblachtanaigh go mbeadh
sé dodhéanta géilleadh a bhaint amach 6n mBreatain tri mhodhanna
reachtula (mar a bhi fior i gcas Ui Chonaill le hAisghairm an Aontais agus

i gcas Parnell le Rialtas Duchais) agus mar sin ba é an 1amh laidir an t-aon
roghadar leo.
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Le linn blianta tosaigh an fichild haois thainig borradh faoin bpoblachtachas
i mBéal Feirste. Ba iad na gniomhaithe ba mhoé David McCullough
(1883-1968) agus Bulmer Hobson (1883-1969). Ba as Bothar na bhFal
McCullough, mac Finin, agus fuair sé a chuid oideachais 6 na Braithre
Criostai. D'oibrigh sé mar tiindir piané i mBéal Feirste ait ar bhunaigh sé
gno ceoil, gné a d’aistrigh sé go Baile Atha Cliath ni ba dhéanai. Chuaigh sé
i mBraithreachas Phoblacht na hEireann in 1901, ach bhraith sé go raibh
easpa stilrtha agus go raibh an eagraiocht sa dé deiridh.

Ba Chaecair iad muintir Hobson as Ard Mhic Nasca, Co. an Duin agus
fuair sé a chuid oideachais i Scoil na gCairde, Lios na gCearrbhach, Co.
Aontroma. Ba chlédair &, léirigh sé spéis i gcultir na hEireann agus i
ngluaiseacht an phoblachtachais agus chuaigh sé isteach i gConradh

na Gaeilge agus i gCumann Luthchleas Gael. Bhunaigh sé an Cumann
Protastunach Naisiunta mar mhodh chun Protastunaigh 6ga a

mhealladh i dtreo fhis na bpoblachtanach. Bhunaigh sé Fianna Eireann

in 1903, eagraiocht gasdga do bhuachailli a bhfuair a ainm 6 Fhianna na
finscéalaiochta. Ni dhearna Fianna Eireann méran dul chun cinn ag an tus
ach d’athsheol Hobson agus an Chuntaois Markievicz é i mi Linasa 1909.
Bhi an leagan nua den eagraiocht rathuil go leor, gné shuntasach abea é
anois den ghluaiseacht naisiunach; cuireadh beirt da chéad earcach, Con
Colbert agus Sean Heuston, chun bais i ndiaidh Eiri Amach 1916.

| 1904 chuir McCullough Hobson faoi mhoid Bhraithreachas Phoblacht na
hEireann. An bhliain dar gcionn thainig siad le chéile chun Clubanna Dhun
Geanainn a bhund, iad ainmnithe i gcuimhne ar choinbhinsitin na nOglach

i nDUn Geanainn i 1782-3, a raibh leasu na Parlaiminte 4 éileamh acu.
Chuirti an ndisitinachas radacach chun cinn i gClubanna Dhuan Geanainn,
ceann de na priomhabhair mhishasaimh déibh ab ea an leibhéal ard
earcaiochta in arm na Breataine. Tugadh isteach faoi scath Shinn Féiniad ar
deireadh.

Bhi Hobson agus Mac Con Uladh pairteach le Tomas O Cléirigh agus Sean
Mac Diarmada in athchdirit Bhraithreachas Phoblacht na hEireann chun
eagraiocht éifeachtach a dhéanamh de. Bhi McCullough ina chathaoirleach
ar an Ardchombhairle le linn Eiri Amach 1916 ach nior chuir an Chombhairle
Mhileata na mionsonrai faoina raibh beartaithe in itl dé. De thoradh ar
antranglam a d’éirigh as freasthordd Mhic Néill ni raibh sé abalta pairt
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éifeachtach a ghlacadh san Eiri Amach. Bhi rél an-tabhachtach ag Hobson
i mbunt Oglaigh na hEireann ach ba bheag muinin a bhi as tar éis dé
géilleadh do Redmond agus ligean dé smacht a fhail ar na hOglaigh cé go
raibh cliseanna maithe aige lena dhéanamh. Ach oiread le McCullough, ni
raibh Hobson ar an eolas maidir leis na socruithe deiridh a bhi déanta don
Eiri Amach; nuair a thainig amhras air Déardaoin Mandéla 4fach go raibh
Eiri Amach beartaithe do Dhomhnach Césca chuir sé an méid sin in itil do
Mhac Néill agus chuir tus sa tsli sin leis an ngéarchéim. Lena chinntit nach
mbeadh a thuilleadh triobléide leis, thug an Chomhairle Mhiliteach ordu
€ a ghabhail agus a choimead go dti Luan Casca. Nior ghlac sé pairt san
Eiri Amach, agus duirt sé, ag labhairt dé ina dhiaidh, ‘| was not going to be
driven against my judgement by being faced with a fait accompli’.
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Bulmer Hobson. (Ms. 13,174(7), Hobson Papers).
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Denis McCullough

Denis McCullough.
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| ﬂ E- ¢ .
Dungannan Club Pablications, No. 2. PRICE ONE PENNY.

TO THE WHOLE PEOPLE OF IRLLAND

THE MANIFESTO

OF THE

DUNGANNON CLUB BELFAST

I. Ireland to-day.

Trelnnd stands to.day in the midst of the strong and powerfil pooples weak

snd misorable, among the wenlthy pations we ate posr. aud

Qur position. bemmrly, g b prond wa ey with s wenls veice faint.

hieavtedly for that stroms wiel mdopendint oatlonsl life thas

cin only bo won by strenuous effort and great saceifios, W Jove ot to les

Uhisigrs drifi, anel eontinne in oor ol conrses for suothor genertion and tha

Irisli Nation will Lave poriahod atbody s wo lnve but to turn like men amk

faka the belm into our own loode, sud wo ean make it dreng, and great o
itdoponilent.

W can, il we will, bl mp o people. selfeontainod, solf-contorad, self:
reliant—n poople not Iookings for the ripeal of an English Aet, nor for the per-
mizaing: of Englamd to eaist ad dovelop by ils Bighest ind fallesd capaoity.

To-day we are smedueated, bub our people must bo: taoght: today our
indnstrios sre pemlised, and the people are loaving the land.  They must ba .
leopt ot Lows D in Treland, industeies moss be startod.

A complote compmareial —n polilisal nod socinl vooomstrnetion of the
aouniry - is roquisite-—and has got to be undertakion by i mon of Lralad now,
It & u great worls, bt we will not step aside bocanse of the greatness of it e
AN BE DOXE 1 THE PROTLY WILL, AXD IT MUUY, 08 THET FESINL, ’

1I. Hational Government.

It is ouly with freo polition]l institutions that n pooplo emn dovelop itn
guriis o its power ; and so af the back of every ovil that infests this land,
aver and alive them all, sl responsiblo for all, (s the governmans of Irelund

by Englind.  Euglonl governs this eanntry against the
English Rule. wishes of it poopla,  Lthieally lior ocaupntion of Irebind is

fmmaral and indefensille—but Joho Hall s wot worred
with poinits of ethics or eonscionce,  But so long as be governs this land agaimst
the will of ite paople, b has gob to expect the ntuest opposition from the peopls
b fusists on soverning.

In the stroggle besween the two mitions, our opponmls have got an
vfBipion® weapan of nitaclcin the form of theiv Government, Wa on the other
hiaud hivew it organisation 4o opposs to thoir Gevarmment, o we mnss ereats
e s eqbiilj' i may bo,  Hoglond may not recogniac it o5 reprosentativa of
the paople, but her recopnition is of lillo impartance. A nakional orgmuization
that fs going & cope with ujustics established for such a length of time and so

i

Manifesto and constitution of the Dungannon Club, Belfast, c.Aug. 1905. (Ms. 13,166(4),
Hobson Papers).
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Manifesto of the Dungannon Club, Belfast, c.Aug. 1905. (Ms. 13,166(4), Hobson Papers).

Manifesto and constitution of the Dungannon Club, Belfast, c.Aug. 1905. (Ms. 13,166(4),
Hobson Papers).
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Manifesto and constitution of the Dungannon Club, Belfast, c.Aug. 1905. (Ms. 13,166(4),
Hobson Papers).
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Manifesto and constitution of the Dungannon Club, Belfast, c.Aug. 1905. (Ms. 13,166(4),
Hobson Papers).
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Application form for Fianna Eireann issued probably soon after its re-launch on
16 August 1909.
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Members of Fianna Eireann engaging in medical field training. (Keogh 210).
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The constitution of the Irish Republican Brotherhood as it was at the time of the 1916
Rising. (Ms. 13,163, Hobson Papers).
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AMENDED
CONSTITUTION OF THE IHISH REFUELICAN
BROTHEHRHOOD .

Wherens The Irish Feople have never cessed to etrugple for the recovery
of their independence since the date of its dastruction snd whereas
4t hae on this 17th Day of March, the day of our Patron Saint, St.
Patrick, 1873 been resolved by & convention of Irish Patriots,held
in Dublin and representing mssccisticns of Irishmen existing in
various parts of Irelend, England and Scotland to amend tha
tonetitution of the present Irish Revolutionmery COrgenisation for
the purpose of overthrowing English power in Ireland, and of
estsblishing an independent Irish Republic, Ssid organisation being
¥nown as The Irish Hepublicsn Brotherhood mnd governsd by &

Couneil by o council entitled "The Supreme Council of the Irish
Republican Erotharhoed and Government of the Irish Republic”. The
following is declared to be and promulgated as the Amended
Constitution of the Irieh Republican Brotherhood and of the Supreme
Pouneil of the Irish Hepublican Erotherhood and Government of the
Irish Republic.

CONSTITUTION OF TEE g}éﬁﬂ REPUBLICAN

SRR R

The I.R.B: is and shall be composed of Irishmen, irrespective
ef clegs or creed resident in Ireland,Bngland,Scotland,America
Australia ond in all other lands where Irishmen live,who are willing
te 1lsbour for the establishment of o free and Independent Republican
Government in Iraeland.

The I.R.B. whilst lsbouring to prepere Ireland for the task of
recovering her independence by force of arms shall confine itself
in time of pesce to the exercise of moral influences, - the
eultivation of union End brotherly love smongat Irishmen = the
propagation of Republican Principles and the spreading of & Imowledge

The constitution of the Irish Republican Brotherhood as it was at the time of the 1916
Rising. (Ms. 13,163, Hobson Papers).
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The constitution of the Irish Republican Brotherhood as it was at the time of the 1916
Rising. (Ms. 13,163, Hobson Papers).
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The constitution of the Irish Republican Brotherhood as it was at the time of the 1916
Rising. (Ms. 13,163, Hobson Papers).
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The constitution of the Irish Republican Brotherhood as it was at the time of the 1916
Rising. (Ms. 13,163, Hobson Papers).
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The term of office of the Supreme Council shall be two years but
any member may bLe removed ot any time by a two thirda vote of his

constituents or & two thirde vote of the Suprepe Council and any
marber of the 5.C., wishing to resipn will give one menths notice to
his constituenta and to the 5.C.

There shall be an Executive of the Suprema Council, composed of
the President, Secretary and Treasurer of that bedy, the deciaicn of
any two of whom shall be binding on all.

The duty of ths President of the Supreme Council shall be to
direct the working of the Irish Republican Erotherhood in all its
departments, subject to the control of the Supreme Council,

The appointmant, suspension and removal of all departmental officers
shall be vested in the Emecutive subject to the spproval of the
Suprame Council.

FNo member of the Supreme Council or officers in the employment
thereof shall be in receipt of any salary from ths funds of the
Supreme Council of the Irish Republican Brotherhoed.

The authority of the Supreme Council shall be unguestioned by
those who hnve become, or may hereafter become members of the I.R.B
snd the Suprame Council is hereby declored in fact as wall A8 by
right the sole Government of the Irish Republiec and has suthority to
Revy taxes,negocinte loons,rake war and paace and do ell other acta
necessory for the protection of the Irish Republic and members of
the Supreme Council shsll be Lound to this constitution and to one
apother by an o8th of fidelity and imviolsble secrecy and avery act
or attempted &ct of any member of the I.R.E. to subwvert the authority
of the Supreme Council shall in time of pesce be B grave misdemesnour
and puniehable accordingly and in time of war every such &ct or
attempted act shell be tresson and punishable with death,

The Supreme Council reserves to itself the ripht of desling with
all friendly powers on sll matters congerning the welfare of Ireland

The constitution of the Irish Republican Brotherhood as it was at the time of the 1916
Rising. (Ms. 13,163, Hobson Papers).
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snd the sdvancament of the cause of Irish Independance.

Executive power sholl never be vested in one man, but shall be
wvested in the President, Secretary and Treasurer of the Suprems
Council.

Every member of the I.R.B and every mesber of the Suprems
Council owes Civil snd Militory obedience to the Executive of the
Suprems Council and the Fresident thereof 1s In fact ag well as by
right President of the Irish Republic.

In the event of the Supreme Council being uneveidebly reduced
in murber, the member or remaining members ghall exercige the
suthority of the Supreme Council until} such time as the vacancies
ghall have been filled up which shall be done a8 econ as possible
snd the same for the Executive.

The military sutherity shall at all times be and remain subject
to the Civil Government and shall never be permitted to arrogate to
itself the power of lepislating or of restraining in any way tha
Constitution of the Irish Hepublie as prosulpated by the Supreme
Council.

At ssich meating of the Supreme Council the members therwof shall
hand in o summarised atatement of the receipts snd expsnditure of
the respective divisiona.

The Bupreme Council ghall have power to sward Capitel Funishment
ooly in cuses of treason and the crime of treszson is hereby defined
as any wilful act or word on the psrt of sny member of the I.R.B. or
of the Supreme Council ealeulated to betray the cause of Irish
Independence mnd subserve the interest of the British or any other
foreign Government in Ireland to the detriment of Irish Independence.

The Supreme Council shall appoint & mecret court in each of the
seven divisions of the I.R.E. for the triel of all mesbers charged
with the commission of treason or grave misdemeancura.

The constitution of the Irish Republican Brotherhood as it was at the time of the 1916
Rising. (Ms. 13,163, Hobson Papers).




19

nli

Leabharlann
Néisidinta

na hEireann
National Library
of reland

321

‘ 19 16 The 1916 Rising: Personalities and Perspectives

Bulmer Hobson agus Denis McCullough

The constitution of the Irish Republican Brotherhood as it was at the time of the 1916
Rising. (Ms. 13,163, Hobson Papers).
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EAIBALD FRARAE.

After ths formation of the Irish Volunteers in
Cetcber, 1913, Phidraig Pearee was sworn in by me an a
member of the I.R.D. in Decesber of that year. I oannot
recollect which Cirele. The eircumstances leading to
this were as follows: Baing in finaneial Aiffisultiss
with his school, 8t. Enda's, Eathfarnham, and being
afraid of bankruptey, Pearse came to me in December 1913
with his problem. He had etarted his school on a
promips of £500 which had never materislised.

I arranged & lecture tour for him in the
United States after correspondence with J
Joe MeOarrity, Judge Heogh of the Supreme
think, John Quinn, When these arrangesents were madse,
and in view of the fuct that Fearse would almost certalnly

have been brought in to the I.M.B, at m very sarly date,
I swore him in before his departure for the Gtates.

Fearse went to the United States. I followed
a fortnight later. Fearse was quite unaware of my
intention to go there and was surprised when I turned
Upe 1 deal with the resson for sy visit to the U.85.A.
in my stutement on Roger Capement.

Fearse's development towards Left Wing
Haticnalism was remariksbly rapid. As late as 1512 he
spoke at a Esdmondite meeting im Dublin, apd a l1ittle
over a year later he beonme a mesber of the I.R.B. Six
monthes after I owore him inte the I.R.B. he was writing
to people in Ameriea, to whom I had introduced him,
telling them that I was not sufTlelently relisble, from
n revolutionary point of view, to be entrusted with funds
or given support. Coples of some of his letters are

Statement by Bulmer Hobson on Patrick Pearse given to the Bureau of Military History,
26 Jan. 1938.
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etil]l axtant and I have given them to the Hational
Library.

He was a sentimental egotist, full of ‘curlous
0ld Testament theories about being the soapegost for the
people, and he became convineed of the necesaity for m
periodic blood ssorifice to keep the Mational spirit
alive. There wan a certain strain of abnormality in
all this. He 4id not contribute greatly to the hard

grinding work of building up the movement, but ss soon
as we had succeeded in getting & small organisation and
a handful of arms he seiEed the opportunity to bring
about the blood eserifics.

Statement by Bulmer Hobson on Patrick Pearse given to the Bureau of Military History,
26 Jan. 1938.



