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lad Sitid a raibh tionchar acu ar an Eiri Amach: Réamhra
Poblachtanaigh agus iad siud a chuaigh i muinin na laimhe laidre

Eoin Mac Néill agus Oglaigh na hEireann

Chur Mac Néill go direach leis an Eiri Amach tri Oglaigh na hEireann a
bhund, a armail agus a thraenail.

Rugadh Eoin Mac Néill (1867-1945) do thuismitheoiri Caitliceacha
mednaicme i nGleann Arma ar chésta Aontroma. Cuireadh oideachas air i
gColaiste Naomh Maolmhaodhdg, Béal Feirste agus bhain sé céim amach
in Ollscoil Rioga na hEireann. | 1893, mar aon le Dubhghlas de hide agus
daoine eile, bhunaigh sé Conradh na Gaeilge, eagraiochta bhi tiomanta

do chaomhnu teanga, litriocht agus cultur traidisiinta na Gaeilge. Ba é an
chéad runai é ar Chonradh na Gaeilge, agus chuir sé An Claidheamh Soluis
(the Sword of Light), a n-iris ag a raibh tionchar mér in eagar. Teangeolai
agus starai iontach ba ea Mac Néill agus d’athraigh sé an Iéann Ceilteach 6
bhun. Fuair sé amach nach ndeachaigh na foinsi siar nios faide na an cuigiu
haois agus go raibh cuntais ar thréimhsi roimhe sin bunaithe ar scéalta a
cumadh ina dhiaidh sin. | 1909, ceapadh ina ollamh le luathstair agus stair
mheanaoiseach na hEireann é sa Cholaiste Ollscoile, Baile Atha Cliath.

Cé gur scolaire agus gniomhai culturtha go priomha a bhi ann, in alt dar
teideal ‘The North began’ in An Claidheamh Soluis (an 1 Samhain 1913),
thacaigh Mac Néill le bunt férsa deonach naisitinta cosuil le hOglaigh
Uladh. Bunaiodh an eagraiocht i mBaile Atha Cliath ar an 25 Samhain,

a gcuspoir mar dhea chun an Rialtas Duchais a chosaint; bhi roinnt den
choiste, 4fach, ina mbaill de Bhraithreachas Phoblacht na hEireann agus bhi
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sé mar aidhm acu na hOglaigh a Usaid chun neamhspleachas iomlan a fhail,
rud a tharla, ba Oglaigh a bhi i bhformhér na ndaoine a bhi pairteach in Eiri
Amach 1916. Tugadh an rél mar cheann foirne do Mac Néill ar scarunai é
chomh maith ach scarunai measartha a bhi ann agus bhi an-mheas air go
poibli.

Faoi stitiir Mac Néill, earcaiodh daoine go tapa, sroicheadh 170,000 ar
deireadh. Spreag sé chomh maith buni Chumann na mBan in Aibrean
1914, férsa ban comhlantach. Mar cheann foirne, bhi sé pairteach i
bpleanail iompdrtail na n-arm i mBinn Eadair. Tar éis an scoilte i Mean
Fémhair 1914 agus d’fhormhér na mball a gcul a thabhairt do Mhac Néill le
dul in éindi le Redmond, lean na hOglaigh a bhi fagtha, timpeall 10,000 agus
iad suite i mBaile Atha Cliath go priomha, faoi stitiir Mac Néill. Ni raibh aon
mheas ag formhdr na ndaoine san arm nua, gearrtha siar seo d'Oglaigh na
hEireann ar an Rialtas Duchais, ba phoblachtaigh tiomanta a bhformhoér.

Ba é straitéis Mhic Néill éiri amach a eagri da mbeadh cuiseanna
leordhéthanacha agus nuair a bhi cuinsi fabhrach; idir an da linn, ba cheart
go mbeadh Oglaigh na hEireann armtha, oilte agus réidh le dul i ngleic

le haon iarracht chun airm a bhaint den eagraiocht, coinscriobh a chur

i bhfeidhm nd Rialtas Duchais a thréigean. Bhi sé pleanailte ag roinnt
d’fhaicsean an IRB sa cheannaireacht, afach, tabhairt faoi éiri amach i
bhfad nios tuisce. D’eagraigh siad inliochtai gnacha ar Dhomhnach Céasca
1916 chun éiri amach ar fud na tire a choinneail faoi cheilt. Nuair a chuala
Mac Néill faoi seo Déardaoin Casca, labhair sé leis an bPiarsach, duine

de na cinn fheadhna san IRB, agus duirt sé leis nach gceadddh sé ‘d’arm
leatharmtha dul i mbun troda’. Ina dhiaidh sin, &fach, chuir an Piarsach,
Thomas McDonagh agus Sean Mac Diarmada ar a shuaimhneas é, agra
leis go raibh long Gearmanach lan le hairm le teacht i dtir san Fhianait, Co.
Chiarrai go luath. Nuair a tharla sé trathnéna Dé Sathairn go ndeachaigh an
bad go tdéin poill agus gur cailleadh na hairm, thug Mac Néill freasordu do
na hinliochtai an |a dar gcionn.

Mar thoradh ar fhreasordd Mhic Néill, nior tharla Eiri Amach 1916 i
moran diteanna taobh amuigh de Bhaile Atha Cliath; agus fit ansin, ni
raibh i lathair ach an ceathru cuid de na daoine a d’fhéadfadh a bheith ann.
Seans maith nach raibh tionchar ag an bhfreasordu ar a toradh deiridh: ni
fhéadfadh forsa iomlan Oglaigh na hEireann, mar a bhi an trath sin (10,000
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fear), seasamh leis an gcumhacht mhileata a d’Gsaidfi ina choinne. Sa chas
sin, is doéigh gur shabhail gniomh Mhic Neill saoil go leor daoine. Ar an lamh
eile, murach an freasordu, seans nach ligfeadh na Sasanaigh don Eiri Amach
tarld, a chinnteodh nach gcaillfi aon duine; nuair a chreid siad go raibh na
hinliochtai ar ceal, d’éirigh na Sasanaigh bogasach agus déanta na firinne,
cheadaigh siad don Eiri Amach tarlu.

Ni raibh aon phairt ag Mac Néill san Eiri Amach. Ina ainneoin sin, cuireadh
ar thriail armchuirte é agus gearradh pianseirbhis ar feadh a shaoil air;
scaoileadh amach é faoi phardun i Meitheamh 1917.
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05La1E na néinesnn—The lrish Volunteers.

T

In view of the present situation in Mational affairs, a voluntary provisional
conference has been held Tor fhe formation of a National Volunteer Force, The
undersigned  have been  deputed to act s Provisional  Secretaries and o
communicale  with the various large organisations having Mational aims. It
is not asked thal any existing organisation should officially  adopt the
Volunteer movement.  We only request that the movement should be brought
to the knowledge of the members of each organisation and an  opportunity
given to them to act as they think right

The following - points have been agreed upon:—

Immediate steps to be taken to enable Volunteers to be enrolled in Dublin
and to promote the enrolment of Volunieers throughout Ireland.

The purpose of the Irish Volunleers will be fo sccure and maintain fhe
rights amd liberties common to all the people of Ireland,

Wolunteers to be enrolled according o locality and not  according to any
olber clissification (except where young men live under a special discipline and
authority ).

Those who act in initiating the Voluntecr movement do. not assume direction
or authority over the subsequent conduel of the movement

Persons  desirous  of furthering the movement will obtain e  fullest
information and assistance al our disposal

A public meeting to commence the enrolment of Irish Volunleers will be
held in the Large Concert Hall, Rotunda, on Tuesday, 25th Movember, at 8 pn.

EOQIN MacNEILL,
LAURENCE |. KETTLE,

} Provisional Secrelaries.

It is requested that this communication may be displayed where it can be
read by the members of the wvarious bodies that receive it

 Tesh Papel Ptk Maben, Prnter, 3 ¥arshall Stroes, Thabiin,

Notice issued by the Irish Volunteers, c.Dec. 1913. (Ms. 8286(2)).
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Memorandum by Eoin MacNeill relating to the formation of the Irish Volunteers, Nov.
1913; the text is incomplete. (Ms. 13,174, Hobson Papers).
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Memorandum by Eoin MacNeill relating to the formation of the Irish Volunteers, Nov.
1913; the text is incomplete. (Ms. 13,174, Hobson Papers).
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Memorandum by Eoin MacNeill relating to the formation of the Irish Volunteers, Nov.
1913; the text is incomplete. (Ms. 13,174, Hobson Papers).
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anel

of being  Justices of 1he Peacs for the

County of the Ciy of Dublin. DO HEREBY AUTHORISE, cmpower

and penmit esch o all he posens who sow e ot whe  frem time
wotime vy e menbes of the Socicly, Assocmtion  or  Organisation
kmown s the IRISH VOLUNTEERS whose genersl place ofl meeting
1§ al present- ik

1o meet anil sssemble 1ogother at

osd ar such wiber place o plces o may from fime fo time be e
termined upoa by the siid Society for the: pumaise of trining ond drilling
theniselves  od  of being  trmined  and  dnlled w0 the e of  arms
anel for ke purpose of  pactising Mty exercises.  movements  ued
evolutions or for any one we mone of such porposes and for ol oher purpuscs

incidental thesess

Datedl this

Signed

Justices - of the Peace for
the County of the City
of Dublia

The Irish Volunteers followed the example of the Ulster Volunteers in applying for the
permission of magistrates to enable it to carry out drilling. (Proclamations).
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PROVISIONAL COMMITTEE, IRISH VOLUNTEERS

P. H. Pearsc wrote in an essay on O'Donovan Rossa of * the man—
John Devoy—who, when the time comes to write his biography, wili
be recognised as the greatest of the Fenians.” (Pearse, Collected
Works, Political Writings, p. 127.) During his visit to the United
States in the carly months of 1914, Pearse received much aid from
Devoy in his efforts to gather funds for St. Enda’s College, and in
speeches and writings on his return to Ireland spoke in high praise
of the old Fenian who had made such a profound impression on him.
In the Guelic American, 10 June, 1922, Devoy wrote of Pearse, “ had
he been able to remain longer and make a tour of the whole country,
he could have collected the necessary funds, although he was not
known to the majority of Irish people here at the time. But all those
who met him learned to love and respect him.”

In a somewhat tart and unfortunate controversy later with Mrs.
Margaret Pearse, Devoy wrote in the Gaelic American, 5 September,
1925, that * Pearse was not the strong man of the revolutionary move-
ment. He was not in any sense a revolutionist, and there would
have been no desperate fight in Easter Week if gentle pocts and
dreamers like him had been in the majority on the Supreme Council
swhen the fateful decision was taken.” Devoy, of course, was smart-
ing under considerable provocation, owing to the temper of the time.
and to an attack on himself, both tactless and unjustifiable, by Mrs.
Pearse. who in the heat of debate had requested *“ this old gentleman
of 82, as Devoy humorously described himself, not to mention her
sons’ names, Devoy’s real point was, as he made clear, that, in his
opinion, Tom Clarke and the Irish Republican Bthcr]mql were t.hc
real driving force of the insurrection. Devoy later in his memoirs
admitted that he had been misinformed on certain details of the in-
surrection, and unjust to individuals. In the quotation given above,
all the known facts prove that, in this case, Devoy was in. fact I.tf‘lill?t
to Pearse, yet his opinion, however sharp, and wrong in detail, is |

worthy of record.

From P. H. Pearse to John Devay.
Ox Boarp RM.S. “ Bavrie.”
12 May, 1014.
A Cuaka CHROIDHE, .

I had intended to give you a list of the members of the Provisional I

Committee of the Irish Volunteers before leaving New York—indeed, I

Letter from Patrick Pearse to John Devoy listing the members of the provisional
committee of the Irish Volunteers; it includes the names of five of the eventual signatories
of the Proclamation, 12 May 1914. (Devoy’s Post Bag, 1948).
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Photographs relating to the importation of arms by the Irish Volunteers at Howth, Co.
Dublin, 26 July 1914. The police and military failed to seize the arms. That evening troops
opened fire on a hostile crowd on Bachelor’s Walk near the centre of Dublin, killing four
people and wounding thirty. (Ms. 13,174(7), Hobson Papers).
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Eoin Mac Néill agus Oglaigh na hEireann

Photographs relating to the importation of arms by the Irish Volunteers at Howth, Co.
Dublin, 26 July 1914. The police and military failed to seize the arms. That evening troops
opened fire on a hostile crowd on Bachelor’s Walk near the centre of Dublin, killing four
people and wounding thirty. (Ms. 13,174(7), Hobson Papers).
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Constitution of the Irish Volunteers.
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Eoin Mac Néill agus Oglaigh na hEireann

Memorandum by Eoin MacNeill on the circumstances in which the Irish Volunteers would
be justified in taking part in an insurrection. The document appears to have been written
in March 1916 at a time when he suspected that Pearse and others were plotting an
insurrection. (Ms. 13,174(15), Hobson Papers).
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Simn Fainers on parads on Bt. Pateick's Day. ! paEes it

Irish Volunteers parading in Cork City on Saint Patrick’s Day, 1916. (Manchester Guardian
History of the War, 16 Aug. 1916).



aaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

3.2.4 | EoinMac Néill agus Oglaigh na hEireann

|
IRISH VOLUNTEERS.

THE WOMEN'S SECTION OF THE
VOLUNTEER MOVEMENT.

c"m B |

(THE IRISHWOMEN'S COUNCIL),
Headquarters : 206 Great Brunswick St.

IRISHWOMEN, JOIN THE

VOLUNTEER MOVEMENT '

AND BECOME MEMBERS OF THE ABOVE ORGANISATION, ™

First Aid and Ambulance Classes.
Reserve Corps of Trained Nurses. Drill
and Rifle Practice. ’

_ Contribute to our Equipment Fund,
which has already bought Rifles for the
Volunteers.

Intending Members, join the nearest
Branch, or communicate with the Hon.
Secretary, Cumann na mBan, 206 Great
Brunswick Street, Dublin.

BRANCHES IN EVERY COUNTY IN IRELAND.

Deversux, Newth and Co., Priﬁ't_‘ara, Dublin,

Cumann na mBan was established in April 1914 to complement the Irish Volunteers.
Some of its members took part in the 1916 Rising but generally in a non-combatant role.
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Eoin Mac Néill agus Oglaigh na hEireann

Following the split in the Volunteers in Sept. 1914, apart from a relatively small number of
members Cumann na mBan remained with the Irish Volunteers.
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Eoin Mac Néill agus Oglaigh na hEireann

Following the split in the Volunteers in Sept. 1914, apart from a relatively small number of
members Cumann na mBan remained with the Irish Volunteers.
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The Defence of Ireland Fund was intended to finance both the Irish Volunteers and
Cumann na mBan, which mainly administered it. (Ms. 13,174(10), Hobson Papers).




