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1916 The 1916 Rising: Personalities and Perspectives

lad Sitid a raibh tionchar acu ar an Eiri Amach: Réamhra
Bhain na cinn seo go priomha leis an gcultir Gaelach

Dubhghlas de hide, Eoin Mac Néill agus Conradh na Gaeilge

Rugadh Dubhghlas de hide (1860-1949) sa Chaislean Riabhach, Co. Ros
Comain, mac le ministir de chuid Eaglais na hEireann ab ea é. Fuair sé a
chuid oideachais 6na athair agus i gColaiste na Triondide, Baile Atha Cliath,
ait andearna sé staidéar ar an dli. Ina dhiaidh sin, d’fhoghlaim sé Gaeilge i
Rath an tSratha, Co. Ros Comain, ait a raibh an teanga fés a labhairt ach i a
tréigean ag na daoine. Thug sé a shaol do staidéar agus d’fhoilsiu litriocht
agus béaloideas traidisitinta na Gaeilge, ar na leabhair a d’thoilsigh sé bhi
Ambhrain Gradh Chuige Connacht (1893) A Literary History of Ireland
(1899), agus a dhirbheathaisnéis Mise agus an Conradh (1931). Scriobh

sé roinnt dramai freisin, arbh é an ceann ba iomraiti Casadh an tSugain, an
chéad drama Gaeilge a léiriodh go proifisiinta don staitse (1901). Ghlac sé
an ainm chleite An Craoibhin Aoibhinn. | 1909 ba é an chéad ollamh le Nua-
Ghaeilge i gColaiste na hOllscoile, Baile Atha Cliath.

Cé go raibh tionchar an-mhor aige ar litriocht na Gaeilge, ba mar
ghniomhach culttir a rinne sé an gaisce bamhé. |1 1893 bhisé ina
chathaoirleach ag cruinnit bunaithe Chonradh na Gaeilge, cruinnit a rinne
Eoin Mac Néill a thiondl: ba é de hide an chéad Uachtaran, agus d’fhan sa
phost go dti 1915. Eagraiocht neamhpholaititil agus neamhsheicteach ab
ea é, araibh sé mar aidhm aige daoine a raibh dilseachtai éagsula creidimh
agus polaitiochta acu a mhealladh isteach i dtionscnamh coitinn cultuir. Ba
€ an aidhm a bhi leis na an Ghaeilge a athbheochan agus litriocht, ceol agus
cultdr traidisiunta na nGael a chaomhnu.
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Faoi stitir de hide mar uachtaran agus Eoin Mhic Né&ill mar rtnai, chuir
Conradh na Gaeilge clar uaillmhianach le chéile agus i bhfeidhm; faoin
mbliain 1905 bhi 550 craobh den Chonradh ar fud na tire. D'eagraigh na
craobhacha ranganna Gaeilge le timiri (muinteoiri taistil) mar theagascoiri
agus d’eagraigh léachtai, ceolchoirmeacha agus céilithe freisin. On mbliain
1899 ar aghaidh d’fhoilsigh Conradh na Gaeilge An Claidheamh Soluis,
nuachtan seachtainitil Gaeilge. Thiondil sé féile bhliantuil chultuir,

an tOireachtas, agus tar eis don Chonradh bru a chur ar na hudarais
ainmniodh L4 Fhéile Padraig mar shaoire naisiunta. D’éirigh leis freisin an
Ghaeilge a chur ar churaclam na mbunsoileanna agus na meanscoileanna
agus rinneadh abhar éigeantach i scrudu maithréanach Ollscoil Naisitinta
na hEireann di.

Cé gur eagraiocht iomlan neamhpholaititil a bhi sa Chonradh, a raibh
roinnt Aontachtaithe ina mbaill de, ba naisiunaithe iad formhér na mball

- sna blianta roimh 1916 bhi an chuid ba mhé diobhsan measartha go leor
ina dtuairimi polaitiochta agus d’fthéach siad ar Rialtas Duchais mar an
t-aon chuspdir inmharthana a d’fhéadfai a bhaint amach. | measc na mball
freisin bhi naisitnaithe radacacha, lena n-diritear cuid acusan a shinigh
Fordgra na Poblachtai 1916 agus a raibh tionchar an-mhor acu taobh
istigh den eagraiocht. Cé gur éirigh leo smacht a fhail ar an gConradh i
1915, bhi a chion déanta cheana féin ag an gConradh 6 thaobh Eiri Amach
1916 de: laistigh de ghltin amhain d’éirigh le Conradh na Gaeilge athruithe
mora cultuir a chur i gcrich i measc an phoabail naisiunaigh. Bhi fir 6ga
ghldin 1916 mértasach as a bheith ina nEireannaigh agus iad ina n-oidhri
ar cheann de na sibhialtachtai ab arsa san Eoraip; labhair a |an diobh an
Ghaeilge; ba mhoér acu a dtraidisitiin chultartha; agus thar aon ni eile
bhiodar eolach ar a stair naisitinta - stair ina raibh Eire faoi fhorlamhas
éagorach leis na céadta bliain. Cé go mbeadh tromlach diobh sastale
Rialtas Duchais, chreid cuid acu go raibh Eire i dteideal neamhspleachas
iomlan, cuspdir a raibh siad toilteanach troid ar a shon.
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Douglas Hyde as a young man.
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Draft of letter by Eoin MacNeill proposing the foundation of a society for the preservation
of the Irish language.(Ms. 19,315).
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Draft of letter by Eoin MacNeill proposing the foundation of a society for the preservation
of the Irish language.(Ms. 19,315).
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Minutes of the preliminary meeting of the Gaelic League. (Ms. 10,895).
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THE GAELIC LEAGUE.

(Fouxpep, July, 1893.)

ORJECTS.
1. The preservation of Irish as the national languagze of Ireland,
and the extension of its use as a spoken tongue.
2. The study and publication of existing Gaelic literature, and the
cultivation of a modern literature in Irish.

MEeaxs,

The mesus by which it is sought to achieve these objects are :—

1. The establishment of branches of the League in suitable centres,
especielly iu the Irish-speaking districts,

2. The encouragement of the formation of classes for the study of
[rish.

8. The holding of public meetings and lectures for the purpose of
stimulating and informing public opinion on bchalf of the Irish
language.

4. To eucourage the prople who know Irish to speak it halitaally
where it is understood, and to impart the language to the young.

3. To endeavour to secure that, as in Wales, the national Inugnnge
shall be the medium of instruction in the National Schools in those
districte where it is the home langunage of the people, and that
greater facilities than at present be afforded for its teaching in the
National and Intermediate Schools in all parts of the country,

6. The publication and distribution of books and pamphlets in
Irigh, or relating thereto.

7. The publication of the Gadlic Jowrnal, & magazine devoted
exclusively to the objects of the League and issued mainly in the
Irish langnage.

8. The encouragement of Irish wusic and songs in Irish.

9. To iufonu the public on guestions relating to the movement by
coutributions to magazines und journals,

10. The colleetion of the oral Gaclic literature, cousisting of folk
tales, poems, songs, proveibs, riddles, &c., still extant among the
people.

11, The free grant of Irish books to branches of the League that
cannot casily obtain them otherwise,

A Gaelic League leaflet.
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Pages from Gaelic League brochure, Oct. 1896. (Ms. 10,895).
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Statement by Eoin MacNeill on the success of the Gaelic League, 1893-4. (Ms. 10,895).
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Extract from page of An Claidheamh Soluis, 13 June 1903.
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ON WHICH SIDE ARE YOU
LANGUAGE COLLECTION NOW ON.

i

Poster advertising the annual Seachtmhain na Gaedhilge (Irish week), c.1915-16.
(Proclamations).



