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Seachtar Sinitheoiri an Fhorogra
Tomas O Cléirigh

Tomas O Cléirigh, ball de Rialtas Sealadach Phoblacht na hEireann. Ba é
poblacht na hEireann an sprioc a bhi aige.

Rugadh Tomas J. (Tom) O Cléirigh (1858-1916) ar Inis locht amach 6 chésta
Shasana, ait a raibh a athair James Clarke, sdirsint in arm na Breataine,
lonnaithe. Bhi James in Eaglais na hEireann, ach tégadh Tom i gcreideamh

a mhathair, Mary Palmer a bhi ina Caitliceach. Bhog an teaghlach chuig an
Afraic Theas agus ina dhiaidh sin chuig Dun Geanainn, Co. Thir Eoghain

ait ar fhas Tom anios 6 aois a sheacht mbliana, ait ar fhreastal sé ar scoil
naisiinta Naomh Padraig. Fad is a bhi sé sna déaga, bhi sé ina bhall de na
Finini, b'fhéidir mar fhreagairt ar rél a athar i gcothabhail impireacht na
Breataine né mar fhreagra ar theannas seicteach aitidil.

| 1882, chuaigh O Cléirigh ar imirce chuig na Stait Aontaithe, ait a
ndeachaigh sé le Clan na Gael. In Aibrean na bliana ina dhiaidh sin, seoladh
go Londain é ar mhisean a bhain pléascadh dinimit, ach rinne brathadéir
feall air agus gabhadh é agus pléascain ina sheilbh. Gearradh pianseirbhis
ar fead a shaoil air, chaith sé cuig bliana déag i gcoinniollacha an-donai
bpriosuin na Breataine: Millbank, Chatham agus Portland. Insitear faoina
thaithi ina chuimhni cinn Glimpses of an Irish Felon’s Prison Life (1922).
Tar éis é a scaoileadh amach ar choinnioll i 1898, chuaigh sé chuig na Stait
Aontaithe aris ait a bhfuair sé fostaiocht taithneamhach aris le ceannaire
Clan na Gael John Devoy, lena n-airitear tréimhse mar eagarthéir cinta ar
nuachtan Devoy, an Gaelic American. Idir an da linn, phds sé Kathleen Daly,
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neacht leis an bhFinineach John Daly a chaith tréimhse sa phriosun leis; ba
deirfidr i Kathleen le Edward (Ned) Daly, a cuireadh chun bais nios déanai
mar gheall ar an bpairt a bhi aige in Eiri Amach 1916. Bhi triir mac ag an
[anuin.

Rinneadh saoranach de chuid na Stait Aontaithe de O Cléirighi 1905,

ach d’fhill an teaghlach ar Bhaile Atha Cliath dha bhliain ni ba dhéanai,

ait ar bhunaigh sé gno de shiopa tobac/nuachtain i Sraid na Breataine
Maire (Sraid Parnell anois) agus Sraid Amiens. Ba é a bhi ag déanamh imni
dé i gconai, afach, poblacht na hEireann a shlanu. Agus é fés amuigh ar
choinnioll, choinnigh sé praifil iseal, ach ba dhuine € a raibh tionchar aige sa
chulra sna blianta ina rabhthas ag réiteach d’Eiri Amach 1916. Mar aon le
Denis McCullough, Bulmer Hobson agus, go hairithe, Sedn Mac Diarmada,
d’athbheoigh sé Braithreachas Phoblacht na hEireann, agus bhi rél mér
aige i mbunu nuachtan na heagraiochta, Irish Freedom. Nuair a bunaiodh
Oglaigh na hEireann, d’aithin sé laithreach a n-acmhainneacht mar arm
naréabhldide. Ach, sheachain sé bheith ceaptha chuig aon oifig. B’thuath
leis gur scoilt Redmond an eagraiocht i Mean Fémhair 1914, ach thuig sé
gurbh ionann na hOglaigh a bhi fagtha agus férsa nios éifeachtula agus
comhthaite agus formhor na mball tiomanta do phoblacht. D'fhailtigh sé
roimh thids an Chéad Chogaidh Dhomhanda. Chonaic sé go mbeadh deis
ag Eirinn agus Sasana san fhaopach. Bhi sé ina chomhalta d’Ardchombhairle
an IRB, agus ag deireadh 1915 comhthoghadh é ar a Chomhairle Mhileata
a bhi freagrach as an Eiri Amach a phleanail. Chruthaigh O Cléirigh an
straitéis ghinearalta agus bhi Mac Diarmada freagrach as na mionsonrai;
chomh maith leis sin, ba é O Cléirigh an priomhnasc le John Devoy, Joseph
McGarrity agus le tacadoiri eile sna Stait Aontaithe.

Mar gheall ar a shinsearacht agus a ionchur thar na mblianta, tugadh an
ondir do O Cléirigh a bheith ar an gcéad duine le Forégra Phoblacht na
hEireann a shinid. | rith an Eiri Amach, d’fhan sé in Ard-Oifig an Phoist

le formhdér na mball den Rialtas Sealadach. Cuir sé i gcoinne an ghéillte,
ach votail nios mé ar a shon. Cuireadh ar thriail armchuirte é. Bhi Tom O
Cléirigh ar dhuine de thridr reibilianaithe a cuireadh chun bais le scuad
ldmhaigh ag Priosun Chill Mhaighneann ar an 3 Bealtaine. Mhair a bhean
Kathleen Daly agus triur leanai.
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THomas J. CLARKE

Clarke as a young man. He was later to become prematurely aged by his prison experiences.
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GLIMPSES OF AN
IRISH FELON’S

PRISON LIFE
BY THOMAS J. CLARKE

WITH AN INTRODUCTION
BY P. S. O'HEGARTY

MAUNSEL & ROBERTS LIMITED
DUBLIN AND LONDON 1922

Pages from Clarke’s recollections of his years in prison, published posthumously.
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GLIMPSES OF AN IRISH FELON’S
PRISON LIFE

1
EARLY PRISON THOUGHTS

I am not going to attempt to give anything
like a complete history of my prison life.
In the short space at my disposal that is out
of the question. A detailed and connected
history of necarly sixteen years' experience in
English dungeons cannot possibly be crushed
into so short a narrative. Such a history
would in addition be largely uninteresting,
and would mean the repetition of much that
has been recounted by my fellow-prisoners,
John Daly and James F. Egan.

Prison life had for me really two sides—
the dismal, dark side, full of wretchedness
and misery, that even now I cannot think of
without shuddering, and, strange as it ma
scem, the bright side too, the side which
can now look back upon with some degree
of pleasure and pride. 'Tis true there was
not much of this, while of the other there
was an unconscionable quantity.  Looking
back now, and comparing the dark with the

!
A

Pages from Clarke’s recollections of his years in prison, published posthumously.
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Pages from Clarke’s recollections of his years in prison, published posthumously.
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Letter from Clarke to Major John MacBride, then on a lecture tour in the United States,
11 April 1901. (Ms. 26,761).
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Transcript
April 11, 1901.
Dear Major,

| got a telegram today and wired reply immediately. John is away and
perhaps some light could be thrown upon the question who is the Haynes
you mentioned. No name like that is on record here and | suspect he must
be an A.O.H.[Ancient Order of Hibernians] man. In reference to Fall
River, the district officer of that district, John Dillon, wrote yesterday to
the effect that both he and Eamonn (of Providence) had done their best
to get up meetings in Nantucket, Taunton and Fall River but failed. He
said in reference to Fall River: ‘The Fall River people are afraid they could
not make it go without the A.O.H. and they would want their share of

the receipts and they might be asking too many questions’, so the district
officer decided under those conditions not to undertake meetings.

Dillon says he will see you in Providence and square up for the Lonsdale
meeting— the delay he says was owing to his secretary of committee being
sick. The Mayo ladies are putting their heads together here in order to be
ready to make a presentation to Major McBride when he returns. That will
be news for you. Don’t ask me what it is they are going to present. | don’t
know. Perhaps it’s a wife—with a fervent wish that it may, I'll wind up this
note. Trusting you are OK and Miss Gonne likewise.

Believe me, yours very sincerely, Thomas J. Clarke.

| was only able to get the copies of the New York World (with account of
Chicago mutiny) through the mediation of Tom Lonergan. They only came
last week. You got the copy | sent and the other papers, | suppose.
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(TOM CLARKE),

75 Great Britain Street ..

(Close to the Rotunda).
AND

55 Amiens Street, Dublin.

w wr

Tobacconist.
EZ ALL MAKES OF IRISH TOBACCO STOCKED.
kL we
Mewsagent and Stationer

Magazines and Provincial Papers. - Agent for *Irish
Freedom " and **The Gaelic American.”’

—

Tomas S. O Cléillig
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Advertisement for Clarke’s shops in Dublin taken from a brochure for the Sinn Féin Aonach

na Nodlag 1910. (Ms. 13,069(26)).
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A commemorative postcard.
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