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Seachtar Sinitheoiri an Fhorogra

Sean MacDiarmada

Sean Mac Diarmada, ball de Rialtas Sealadach Phoblacht na hEireann.
Ba é an priomheagrai IRB é agus rinneadh cur sios mar ‘phriomhsprionga’
an Eiri Amach.

Rugadh Sean Mac Diarmada [John Joseph MacDermott] (1883-1916)

in Corranmore in aice le Coillte Clochair, Co. Liatroma, mac le Donald
MacDermott, sitinéir agus a bhean Mary McMorrow. Fuair sé a chuid
oideachais ag scoil ndisiinta Corradoona agus ag scoil oiche Thulaigh na
Maoile, Co. an Chabhain, ait ar fhoghlaim sé leabharchoimead agus Gaeilge.

Tar éis tréimhse in Albain, shocraigh Mac Diarmada i mBéal Feirste i 1905,
ag obair mar stidrthoir tram agus nios déanai mar fhear beair. Chuaigh

sé isteach i gConradh na Gaeilge agus in Ord Arsa na nlbeirneach a bhi
measarthach 6 thaobh na polaitiochta. Chuir Denis McCullough faoi mhéid
é i mBraithreachas Phoblacht na hEireann agus chuidigh sé le Cumainn
Dhun Geanainn phoblachtacha a bhi @ mbunt ag McCullough agus Bulmer
Hobson. Bhi sé ina eagrai do Shinn Féin chomh maith. Bhog sé go Baile
Atha Cliath i 1907, agus bhi tionchar ag Tom O Cléirigh air. Bhi sé ina eagrai
lanaimseartha don IRB agus bhainistigh sé a nuachtan Irish Freedom. Mar
aon le Clarke, MacCullough agus Hobson d’athbheoigh sé an IRB, agus
ghabh an grupa seo smacht air nach mér go hiomlani 1911.

| 1911 chomh maith, leagadh siar Mac Diarmada go mér nuair a bhuail
poilid é, rud a d’'fhag go raibh sé bacach agus gur theastaigh maide siuil
uaidh. Timpeall ar an ama seo, bhi sé gniomhach in eagraiochtai culturtha
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cosuil leis an gCumann Luthchleas Gael agus le Conradh na Gaeilge, ag
earcu ball chuig an IRB, agus nuair ab fhéidir a dtoghadh mar oifigigh ar

na coisti abhartha. Tar éis thas an Chéad Chogaidh Dhomhandai Lunasa
1914, chuaigh sé i mbun feachtais in aghaidh fir Eireannacha a bheith ag dul
isteach in arm na Breataine, agus da bharr aiarrachtai cuireadh i bPriosun
Mhuinseo é ar feadh ceithre mhifaoin Acht um Chosaint na Riochta. Nuair
a scaoileadh amach é, comhthoghadh é féin agus O Cléirigh ar Chombhairle
Mhileata an IRB.

Bhi rél ceannasach ag Mac Diarmada i bpleanail Eiri Amach 1916, agus
duirt an starai F.X. Martin gurbh é an ‘priomhsprionga’ é. Bhi sé an-
rinda ina phleanail, mar gheall go raibh sé ar an eolas go raibh formhor
gluaiseachtai réabhléideacha na hEireann roimhe seo lan le spiairi agus
brathadairi, nior inis sé d’fhormhér an bhfear san IRB faoin gcomhcheilg,
rud a chur ar deireadh leis an mearbhall ar bhi ann ag tus an Eiri Amach.

Chaith MacDiarmada an tEiri Amach in Ard-Oifig an Phoist le formhér na
mball den Rialtas Sealadach. Cé nach raibh aon rang mileata foirmidil aige,
aithniodh sa gharastun é mar dhuine de na ceannasaithe mar gheall ar a
bhallraiocht sa Rialtas Sealadach agus a rél san IRB. Cuireadh ar thriail
armchuirte é agus cuireadh chun bais le scuad [dmhaigh é i bPriosun Chill
Mhaighneann ar an 12 Bealtaine. Ba é féin agus O Conghaile an bheirt
dheireanach a cuireadh chun bais. Ni raibh sé pésta.

Is décha nach raibh aon amhras ar Mhac Diarmada maidir le toradh an

Eiri Amach na a raibh i ndan do na daoine a ghlac pairt. Chreid sé nach
raibh aon bhealach chun poblacht a bhaint amach ach réabhléid, ach
d’aithin sé i gcuinsi 1916 nach raibh sé déchuil go n-éireodh le réabhloid.
D’ainneoin sin, is cosuil gur cheap sé go raibh ga leis an Eiri Amach ag an
am sin - direach roimh an Rialtas Duchais agus criochdheighilt dhéchuil na
tire - chun ionadh a chur ar naisitnaigh agus ar aontachtaithe araon chun
athmheasunu a dhéanambh ar a raibh i ndan déibh. Cosuil le Mac Piarais,
d’'fhéadfadh sé gur chreid sé in éifeachtulacht na hiobartha fola agus na
mairtireachta sa chuis chun saoirse a bhaint amach: in 6raid ag Tra Li, Co.
Chiarraii 1914 duirt sé ‘the Irish patriotic spirit will die forever unless a
blood sacrifice is made in the next few years’. Seans, &fach, nach léiritear i
raiteas mar sin a smaointeoireacht agus nach raibh ann ach reitric, an cineal
cainte a chinnteodh gair mholta én slua ar leith sin.
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Sedn MacDiarmada. He was described as being of average height and with good looks,
dark hair and dark blue eyes. Following an attack of polio in 1911 he walked with a limp.
(Keogh 53).
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Circular letter soliciting support for MacDiarmada during his illness, 2 Jan. 1912.
(Ms. 33,912(3).
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Circular letter soliciting support for MacDiarmada during his illness, 2 Jan. 1912.
(Ms. 33,912(3).
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A Monthly Paper destgmed to ald In preserviag the prisciple of Irish National Independence.
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Letter from MacDiarmada to Joseph McGarrity. He refers to his state of health and the
death of his father; he also notes that ‘Larkin is a doubtful quantity’; 12 Dec. 1913. (Ms.
17,618, McGarrity Papers).
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Letter from MacDiarmada to Joseph McGarrity. He refers to his state of health and the
death of his father; he also notes that ‘Larkin is a doubtful quantity’; 12 Dec. 1913. (Ms.
17,618, McGarrity Papers).
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Letter from MacDiarmada to Joseph McGarrity. He refers to his state of health and the
death of his father; he also notes that ‘Larkin is a doubtful quantity’; 12 Dec. 1913. (Ms.
17,618, McGarrity Papers).
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Letter from MacDiarmada to Joseph McGarrity. He refers to his state of health and the
death of his father; he also notes that ‘Larkin is a doubtful quantity’; 12 Dec. 1913. (Ms.
17,618, McGarrity Papers).
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Letter from MacDiarmada to Joseph McGarrity. He refers to his state of health and the
death of his father; he also notes that ‘Larkin is a doubtful quantity’; 12 Dec. 1913. (Ms.
17,618, McGarrity Papers).




