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Seachtar Sinitheoiri an Fhorogra

I6seph O Pluingcéad
I6seph O Pluingcéad, ball de Rialtas Sealadach Phoblacht na hEireann.

Rugadh I6seph O Pluingcéad (1887-1916) ag 42 Sraid an Mhéta
Uachtarach, Baile Atha Cliath, mac le George Noble Plunkett, cunta papach
agus a bhean Josephine Cranny. Chuir na hiosénaigh oideachas air ag

Scoil Ollscoile Caitliceach, Colaiste Belvedere agus Colaiste Stonyhurst in
Lancashire, ait ar scriobh sé a chéad phiosai filiochta agus chuir sé suim sna
mistigh cosuil le hEoin na Croise agus Naomh Treasa d’Avila. Fuair sé eitinn
mar fhear 6g agus chaith sé tréimhsi san lodail, san Ailgéir agus san Eigipt 6
1910-12.

Bhuail O Pluingcéad le Thomas Mac Donnchadha nuair a bhi sé

mar theagascoir aige sa Ghaeilge agus é ag réiteach do scruduithe
maithreanacha i gColaiste na hOllscoile, Baile Atha Cliath. Bhi Mac
Donnchadha ina dhiaidh sin ina dhldthchara, mar gheall go raibh suim ag an
mbeirt acu i bhfiliocht, i reiligiin agus sna mistigh. Nuair a bhunaigh Mac
Donnchadha an t-iris liteartha Irish Review i 1911, d’fhoilsigh sé roinnt

de chéad danta Ui Phluingcéid. Chuir Mac Donnchadha céad bhailitichan
danta Ui Phluingcéid, The Circle and the Sword (1911), in eagar chomh
maith. Mar aon le Edward Martyn, bhi an bheirt acu pairteach i mbunt an
Irish Theatre i Sraid Hardwicke i Samhain 1914.
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Bhi suim i gconai ag O Pluingcéad san Irish Review, ghlac sé ceannas

air agus bhi sé ina eagarthadir nuair a bhi deacrachtai airgeadais annii

1913. Faoina stitir ba mho polaitiocht a bhi le feiceail ann, thacaigh sé

le beartais Shinn Féin Arthur Griffith agus le seasamh na n-oibrithe i rith
fhrithdhinadh 1913. Toghadh é chuig coiste sealadach Oglaigh na hEireann
nuair a bunaiodh iad i Samhain 1913, chuir sé an eagraiocht nua chun

cinn san Irish Review, agus mar gheall ar a theanga chraosach gabhadh
coéipeanna faoin Acht um Chosaint na Riochta.

Faoi seo, bhi sé ina bhall de Bhraithreachas Phoblacht na hEireann agus bhi
sé tiomanta do réabhléid le hairm, in Aibrean 1915 chuaigh O Pluingcéad
chuig an nGearmain le cuidiu leis Sir Roger Casement chun airm agus
cunamh a fhail. | Bealtaine, ceapadh é chuig Comhairle Mhileata an IRB,
go priomha mar gheall ar a phost tabhachtach mar stiarthéir ar oibriochta
mileata in Oglaigh na hEireann. Mar aon le Séamas O Conghaile agus Sean
Mac Diarmada, bhi baint an-mhor aige sa réiteach deiridh don Eiri Amach
go hairithe i bpleanail na straitéise mileata a raibh an-bhua aige ina leith.
Creidtear gur fhalsaigh sé féin agus Mac Diarmada caipéis a eisiodh ar an
19 Aibrean 1916, a thainig as Caislean Bhaile Atha Cliath is cosuil, inar
tugadh le fios go raibh na hidarais chun Oglaigh na hEireann a chur faoi
chois. Is cosuil gurbh é an sprioc a bhi i gceist leis nd Eoin Mac Néill agus

a buion Oglach i gcoitinne a dhéanamh ni ba dhiongbhailte na riamh; nior
deimhniodh stadas na caipéise riamh.

Cé go raibh O Pluingcéad an-tinn agus ag teacht chuige féin tar éis obraid
ar fhaireoga ina mhuineal, bhi sé le baill eile an Rialtais Shealadaigh in
Ard-Oifig an Phoist. Tar éis an ghéillte, cuisiodh le triail armchuirte é agus
daoradh chun bais é le scuad lamhaigh. Bhi sé geallta le Grace Gifford,
deirfidr céile Thomas Mac Donnchadha; ceadaigh na hudarais déibh
posadh i bPriosun Chill Mhaighneann ar an oiche sular cuireadh chun
bais é an 4 Bealtaine.
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Pages from The Poems of Joseph Mary Plunkett, 1917.
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Draft by Plunkett of declaration to be made by members of Casement’s Irish Brigade in
Germany. Fair copy of the poem ‘As ye have sown’, first published in Sinn Féin, 8 Oct. 1909.
(Ms. 10,999/1).
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Letter by Plunkett to his fiancée Grace Gifford, written on pages from his field notebook
‘somewhere on Moore Street’ on 29 April, the Saturday of the surrender. (Ms. 20,858).
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Charcoal sketch of Mrs Joseph Plunkett (Grace Gifford) by Philip Naviasky, 1918.
(P&D 2159 T8/31).
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Biographical note on Plunkett by his wife Grace, 3 May 1923, written while she herself
was a prisoner in Kilmainham Jail. (Ms. 21,594).
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Biographical note on Plunkett by his wife Grace, 3 May 1923, written while she herself
was a prisoner in Kilmainham Jail. (Ms. 21,594).
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Biographical note on Plunkett by his wife Grace, 3 May 1923, written while she herself
was a prisoner in Kilmainham Jail. (Ms. 21,594).




