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The seven members of the Provisional Government

James Connolly

James Connolly, Vice-President of the Provisional Government of the Irish
Republic. As Commandant General of the Dublin Brigade of the Army of
the Irish Republic, he directed the military action.

James Connolly (1868-1916) was born at 107 Cowgate, Edinburgh, the
son of Irish Catholic emigrants, John Connolly, a carter, and his wife Mary
McGinn. The family lived in extreme poverty. James went to work at the
age of eleven and joined the British Army at fourteen, serving in Ireland for
seven years. Returning to Edinburgh in 1890 he became actively involved
in socialist politics. He was self-taught, reading voraciously in history,
politics, economics and socialism. He came to Dublin in 1896 where he
founded the Irish Socialist Republican Party and published the newspaper
The Workers’ Republic. He opposed Home Rule as middle class, capitalist,
and unlikely to promote social reform.

In 1903 Connolly spent three months in the United States on a lecture
tour; the following year he brought his family to live with him in New York,
where he was active in Irish nationalist and socialist circles. He was a co-
founder of the syndicalist Industrial Workers of the World (‘the Wobblies’)
becoming their New York organiser. He also became a national organizer
for the Socialist Party of America. In 1907 Connolly founded the Irish
Socialist Federation and edited its journal The Harp which he set upin
1908. While in America he wrote some of his best-known works, including
Labour in Irish History, which greatly influenced the thinking of Patrick
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Pearse, and his famous polemic, Labour, Nationality and Religion, both of
which were published in Dublinin 1910.

Returning to Ireland in 1910, Connolly worked as Belfast organiser for
the Irish Transport and General Workers’ Union which had been founded
by Jim Larkin. Moving to Dublin, he was second-in-command to Larkin
during the 1913 lock-out. When Larkin went to the United States in 1914,
Connolly succeeded him as head of the ITGWU and editor of the Irish
Worker. He also became commandant of the Irish Citizen Army, which had
been formed to protect workers during the 1913 lock-out.

Connolly was appalled at the outbreak of the First World War in August
1914 and launched an anti-recruitment drive. He came to regard
revolution as the only political option and in January 1916 reached
agreement with the leadership of the Irish Republican Brotherhood for a
joint insurrection involving the Irish Volunteers and the ICA, whereupon
he was co-opted to the IRB Military Council involved with preparations
for the Rising. Together with MacDiarmada and Plunkett, he had a leading
role in the final preparations. He was also, of course, responsible for
providing the ICA contingent of 200-250 men who turned out on the day.
He contributed to the content of the Proclamation of the Irish Republic
drafted by Pearse, particularly the socialist, feminist and egalitarian
elements. He became vice-president of the Provisional Government.

During the Rising Connolly was located in the General Post Office

with most of the other members of the Provisional Government. As
commandant general of the Dublin division of the army of the Irish
Republic, he directed military operations. On the Thursday of Easter Week
he suffered a serious wound to his ankle outside the GPO, but remained in
charge. Following the surrender, he was tried by court-martial. Although
seriously injured he was executed by firing squad in Kilmainham Jail on 12
May, he and Sean MacDiarmada being the last of those to be executed. He
was survived by his wife Lillie Reynolds and children, including his son Rory,
who served with him in the GPO



National Libr
of Ireland il

nII e ‘ 19 16 The 1916 Rising: Personalities and Perspectives

4.6 James Connolly

A charcoal portrait of James Connolly by Sean O’Sullivan RHA.
(National Museum of Ireland).
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While in New York Connolly edited The Harp which he established in association with the
Irish Socialist Federation.




nIfld

Leabharlann
Nisitinta
na hEireann

National Library
of relan

4.6

James Connolly

‘ 1916 The 1916 Rising: Personalities and Perspectives

Che Connolly Tour Committee. -

oSt sl

Comrades and Friends,

A Committee has boen formed nncder
the above title for the purpose ol rising
funids to enable Mr. James Canmaolly tone
the principal Trish towns this vear in the
mterests of the Irish Soctulist movevent.

When it became known meae months
ago that Mr. Connclly was  desirons of
visiting Ireland wene of hiz old Conrades
suggested that an effort shoald be maile
to secure his services as Soctelist lectures
for a tour of & month or 2o in Drelind ;
amd with that object in view o mecting
wis recently  held repressatative of  all
soctions  of  the  Socialist movenent in
Dutlin.

It was the onani st opinjon of that
meeting that Mr. Connaolly shoald be invited
to come to Ireland oo a tour of at lesst o
month : and it was decided to appeal Lo
oll Socialists and sympathisers: with the
moverent tofimncially sipport the pro-
et

Mr. Conrolly, as woa are doabtless
avware, i an exceptionally ahle and well-
infurmed Socialist, possessing an unrivalled
knowledge of the history, condition and
problems of this country, He was one
ot the founders of the Irish Socialist Re-
publican Party, which existed from 1896
to 1o, and was editor of its official organ,
" The Workers Repablic * during its Ave
!_'ea_rg' existence

He is at present editor of ** The Harp,"

the organ of the Irish Socislist Federation
of America, and has lately made a very
extensive tour of the United States as
National Osganiger of (he Socfalisl Party
of America; and the National Secretary
af that Party reports that glowing ac-
connts of Mr, Connolly's ability as an
eloquent and forcible exponent of Socialism
have been received lrom all the centres
vigited by him.

It will, therelore, be readily seen that
an immense impetus would be given fo
the Socialist movement in this country
il Mr. Connolly is enabled to give & momber
ol addresses in the principsl towns ol
Ireland.

The estimiled cost of the tour is 20,
nnd we confidently apeeal to all Socialists
amd gvmpathizers to assist the committes
in rejsing at least that amount. Shoukd
mwore than f2a be sabscribed the toar will
e extended for a longer period,

The committee have decided acting on
the saggestion of Mr. Conpolly, that while
in Ireland he shall act as Nationsl Orgoniser
of the Socimbst Parly of Ireland.

Mr. Connofly will arrive in Dablin in
the lazt wesk of July.

Sabscriptions shoald he sent to e at
43 Belvidere Place, Duplin.

I am, fraternally vioirs,

WM O'BRIEN, Sec

June, zgzo.

Printed circular advertising Connolly’s lecture tour of Ireland in 1910. William O’Brien
worked for the Irish Transport and General Workers’ Union and helped Connolly to settle
inlreland. (Ms. 13,919/2)
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Under the Auspices of the Irish Socialist Federation

A FAREWELL DINNER

James Connolly

National Drgamzer Socialist Parly of Ireland, Editor The “H.

=——| : @EI ==
G000 SPEAKERS A FEAST OF MIRTH 2
THURSDAY, | i THURSDAY, =
Sy ut, o Q LY 14th, 5
[ 1910 J 1910
> T30PM @ 7.30 P. M. %
Cm brmg poor y :!' mighl af Real
Seiends,  You will L Irish  somp  and
enfoy pourself, st
o g " %
LT | =i f =——x| l'g_h?] il = —— | —|

CAVANAGH'S RESTAURANT
258 WEST 23rp STREET, NEAR 81H AVE.

TICKET . . . . . . ONE DOLLAR ~&==

Tickers may be secured from The Seeretary, Connolly Dinner Commitres, 74n Third Avenue, New York City,

DON'T MISS THIS OCCASION TO TELL CONNOLLY WHAT YOU THINK OF HIM.

Leaflet advertising Connolly’s departure from New York, 14 July 1910.
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o
oJAMES CONNOLLY.

MUSIC BY ARRANGED BY J

dJ.dJ. HUGHES. ANDREW KEANE. ]
Fublished by Whelan & Son,17 Upper Orpmond Quay.Dublin. ‘éﬁ
FPrice B Nel - - - AX A’{'pw&zﬁ,ﬂiﬂ.@{ A
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An edition of The Watchword of Labour.
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A routine letter written by Connolly during the lock-out: 7 Oct. 1913. This is to certify that
we have no objection to the employees of Mr Burke of the Lotts resuming employment, on
the understanding that they do not touch the goods of any union in dispute. James
Connolly. (Ms. 13,921).
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DUBALIN LABOUE FIGHY, Ly : P,

Tradoe Councile, sud Soolaliet Branches svarywhers depirsus of

arranging Iurge Demopstrotions in aid of the Imbiin Workers ars

reguonted to commmndonts with the undersigned for the supply of
Compatent Spenkarn from Ireland.

Circular written by Connolly during the lock-out. (Ms. 13,921).
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Members of the Irish Citizen Army on parade outside Liberty Hall, headquarters of the
ITGWU. The banner reflects Connolly’s attitude towards the war. The ICA were described
as featuring ‘olive green uniform with black leather equipment and dashing slouch hats
turned up at one side in a very jaunty way’. (Keogh 198)
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The Workers’ Republic was established by Connolly in 1898 and appeared intermittently
until 1903. He revived it in May 1915 following the closure of the Irish Worker.
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Pages from Connolly’s Re-conquest of Ireland (1915), a collection of his speeches.
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Pages from Connolly’s Re-conquest of Ireland (1915), a collection of his speeches.
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eherting Hialf rulers

The Conguisl ol Irelamd.

THE RE-CONQUEST OF IRELAND.
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Pages from Connolly’s Re-conquest of Ireland (1915), a collection of his speeches.



