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KILLADOON PAPERS
CLASSIFICATION SCHEME

Mss. 36,010-36,024

Deeds and related documents, 1588-1877

Ms. 36,025

Rentals, valuations and surveys, 1686 and 1747-1872

Mss. 36,026-36,030

Correspondence of all sorts, 1626-94 and 1718-1804

Mss. 36,031-36,053

Family and personal correspondence of the 2nd Earl of
Leitrim and Lady Leitrim, c.1785-1854

Mss. 36,054-36,062

Correspondence of the 2nd Earl of Leitrim about politics,
patronage, elections, militia and local government,
1793-1854

Mss. 36,063-36,068

Estate and business correspondence of the 2nd Earl of
Leitrim, 1787 and 1802-54

Ms. 36,069

Correspondence of the Hon. W.S. Clements, later 3rd Earl of
Leitrim, 1820-77, and some later Clements papers,
1893-1931

Ms. 36,070

Clements of Ashfield papers, 1782-1879 and 1893-1931

Killadoon List in NLI printed 20/11/07

Page 3

KILLADOON PAPERS

DATE

DESCRIPTION

Deeds and related documents, 1588-1877
Ms. 36,010

1750-1877

Box of deeds, leases, etc, relating to the Clements/Earl
of Leitrim estate of Mohill, Co. Leitrim. Much of this
material constitutes the title to Anskert, near Mohill,
an additional townland purchased by the 3rd Earl of
Leitrim for £800 in 1868. However, as is often the case, the copy deeds
which document the title are of much wider significance: in particular,
they throw light on the build-up of the Leitrim estate of the Latouche
family of Harristown, Co. Kildare, in the 1770s and 1780s through large
purchases from the Earl of Bellamont and, possibly, the 1st Viscount
Southwell [whose wife was the daughter and co-heiress of Arthur Cecil
Hamilton of Castle Hamilton, Killeshandra, Co. Cavan. At this time
Nathaniel Clements, for a variety of reasons including his loss in the
disastrous venture of Malone, Clements and Gore’s Bank [see Ms.
36,021], was only in a position to buy from Lord Bellamont in 1777 the
one townland of Beihy, near Mohill, and so lost out to the Latouches, who
then became rivals to the Clementses in county politics.]
The box includes:
1750-52

Fat bundle of Mohill estate leases granted by Nathaniel
Clements [immediately after his purchase of the
estate].

5 Dec. 1771

Copy conveyance from Charles, Earl of Bellamont, to
David Latouche [the Elder] of Dublin, of the lands of
Corduff, Greddogue, Cornary, Carrickvogher, Anskert,
Cormore, etc, baronies of Carrigallen and Mohill,
Co. Leitrim, comprising 1,166 acres of profitable land and 231 acres of
bog, for £5,800.
15 Apr. 1774

Copy assignment by Theobald Wolfe and David
Latouche the Elder to David Latouche the Younger of
a mortgage on the estates of George, [1st] Viscount
Southwell in Cos Cavan, Leitrim, Longford and
Donegal. The amount of the mortgage is not stated, nor are the locations
of the lands given in full. The Co. Leitrim lands are Drummucker,
Dromod, etc, and so are near Mohill. The document is endorsed
‘Gurteengragan’. There is a townland of Gorteen near Mohill, but
otherwise nothing which fits this description. Nor is it clear whether all
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or any of the Leitrim townlands fell to the Latouches, either by sale or
foreclosure. ‘Gurteengragan’ may well have been a townland which was
acquired long subsequently by an earl of Leitrim.
1 Oct. 1868

Printed sale particulars of the Co. Leitrim estate [of
John Latouche of Harristown], comprising 4,438
statute acres in the parish of Cloone and baronies of
Carrigallen and Mohill, with a nett rental of over
£1,500 p.a. Other townlands are Drumquinlivan, Dromore and Lavareen,
Augharan, Aughadraminchin, Corronary, Druminbawn, Drumhess, etc,
etc.

Ms. 36,011

1717: 1728?:
1747: 17541867: 1873

Box of deeds, leases, etc, in respect of Manor
Hamilton and nearby Glenboy, Co. Leitrim, including:

1728?: 1772

Fine and lease of Glenboy, the separate manor and
estate beside Manor Hamilton.

1754

Lease from Sir Ralph Gore, [6th Bt, of Belleisle,
Lisbellaw, Co. Fermanagh], of the lands of
Aughamore, Co. Sligo, a detached part of the
Hamilton/Gore estate of Manor Hamilton.

1754-1867

Fat bundle of deeds, leases, Landed Estates Court
rentals and conveyances, etc, all relating to the
substantial holdings of the Cullen family of Skreeny,
Manor Hamilton, under the Gores and Clementses.
Included in the bundle is a renewal of 1 December 1824 which recites that
on 18 March 1762 the Rt Hon. Nathaniel Clements let a total of 1156
acres, including Skreeny West, to Patrick Cullen. A portion (called
Rockwood) of this Cullen estate was bought back by the 3rd Earl of
Leitrim for £710 on 20 November 1865.
1755: 1760-73
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by Sir Ralph Gore, 1755, and the rest by Nathaniel
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memorial addressed by the inhabitants to Robert Clements in 1782 (Ms.
36,030/5).
10 Feb. 1759

Indenture between Henry Sandford and Frederick Gore
of Dublin and James Daly of Carrownekelly,
Co. Galway, of the first part, Nathaniel Clements of
Dublin of the second part, and Sir Ralph Gore of
Belleisle, Co. Fermanagh, of the third part, whereby, pursuant to an act of
parliament of 31 George II, Sir Ralph sells his Manor Hamilton estate to
Clements and with the proceeds buys an undivided third part of an estate
in Co. Galway [presumably part of the Dunmore estate of the St George
family]. The purchase price of the Manor Hamilton estate was £21,822.
1767: 1848-50

Copy of the settlement of 3 December 1767 made on
the marriage of Nathaniel Clements’s daughter,
Catherine, and Eyre Massy [later Lord Clarina], which
among other things charges the Glenboy estate with an
annuity of £300 to be paid to the Massys or the survivor of them; together
with correspondence, 1848-50, of the 2nd Earl of Leitrim, in which he
points out that any failure to pay this annuity is not his responsibility,
since Nathaniel Clements did not leave the Glenboy estate to Lord
Leitrim’s father, the 1st Earl. [See also under Ms. 36,034/16.]
4 May 1770

Original and counterpart of an indenture by which
Nathaniel Clements borrows from Thomas Lehunt[e]
of Dublin the sum of £5,000, secured by mortgage on
the Manor Hamilton estate.

23 Nov. 1776

Reconveyance from Richard Lehunte of Artramont,
Co. Wexford, and others, to Nathaniel Clements of the
mortgage secured on his Manor Hamilton estate, in
consideration of the payment by him of £5,000.

1782: 1799:
1826-7

Bundle of deeds and leases involving the 1st and 2nd
Earls of Leitrim and Patrick Carter of Drumlease,
Co. Leitrim [(d.1799), agent for the 1st Earl’s
Co. Leitrim estate, c.1785–1799], and his descendants,
and the lands of Cloneen, Manor Hamilton; these lands had been granted
to Carter in perpetuity, but the Carters had neglected to insert new lives in
the lease to replace those which had dropped. [For more papers on the
subject, see Ms. 33,826/1.]
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1730: 1734:
1739-40

Small bundle of title deeds to the Ashfield estate,
Cootehill, Co. Cavan. This had been inherited by
Nathaniel Clements’s elder brother, Theophilus, from
their father, and bought by Nathaniel for himself
during and after the complicated process of winding up Theophilus’s
embarrassed affairs [see Ms. 36,017/3]. The bundle mainly comprises:
9 July 1730

Assignment from the executors of Theophilus
Clements to Francis Burton [Theophilus Clements’s
brother-in-law] of the manor of Ashfield in
consideration of £1,800. [This was probably a
conveyance in trust for Nathaniel Clements.]

1 Nov. 1740

Reconveyance from the executors of St Leger Gilbert
and others to Nathaniel Clements of a mortgage on the
manor of Ashfield in consideration of £2,338. [This
was presumably the paying off of a debt of
Theophilus’s. If this interpretation is correct, and the documentation is
complete, it means that the purchase of Theophilus’s long-leasehold
interest in Ashfield cost Nathaniel £4,138.]

Ms. 36,013

1736-72

Bundle of title deeds to various premises in Dublin
City acquired by Nathaniel Clements, including:

24 Sep. 1736

Conveyance by William, Viscount Mountjoy, to
Nathaniel Clements, in consideration of £115, of a
share in the Aungier Street Playhouse built by [the
late] Sir Edward Lovett Pearce [d.1733]. Also present
is another conveyance of the same date from Lord Mountjoy to another
party, also for £115; presumably Nathaniel Clements bought this second
share as well.

24 Sep. 1736
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Feb. 1754

Account, Feb. 1749-Feb. 1754, of ‘... Disbursements
made by Mr [Robert] Handcock [of Waterstown, Co.
Westmeath] to the artificers of his [two] houses [on the
east side of] ... Sackville Street’ [one of which
Clements almost bought from him - see Killadoon papers (Killadoon),
E/6]. This comes to £3,080, inclusive of interest, the work having been
supervised by ‘Mr [John?] Ensor’.
12 Sep. 1769

Articles of agreement between George Darley [stonemason, builder and property speculator] of Dublin to
William [Gore], Bishop of Elphin [Clements’s brotherin-law] of a house on the west side of Sackville Street,
with plans and minute specifications as to the nature and quality of
building work (‘cornices in the manner of Lord Knapton’s house in
Merrion Square’, coach-house and offices, etc [ie. the basic structural
work on the house had already been done]).

Ms. 36,014

10 May 1783

Register Office search showing that Clements had let
the site to the Bishop in perpetuity on 21 March 1767
for £1,000 and a rent of £163 p.a., and that the Bishop
had sub-let it to Lord Lifford on 12 January 1769.

1744-1817:
[c.1872]

Bundle of deeds, leases, etc, in respect of Nathaniel
Clements’s Co. Donegal estate, including:

25 June 1744

Deed of mortgage, whereby Nathaniel Clements
borrows £4,000, secured on [his fee simple] estate in
Co. Donegal, from the trustees of the marriage
settlement of Elizabeth Gore, sister of Sir St George
Gore, St George [5th] Bt, and wife of Frederick Cary Hamilton of the city
of Dublin.
20 July 1745

Reconveyance of the mortgage - ie. Clements repays
the £4,000 borrowed from the trustees of the marriage
settlement.

27 May 1765

Settlement on the marriage of Robert Clements, eldest
son of Nathaniel, and Lady Elizabeth Skeffington.
The estate which is settled is the TCD leasehold estate
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in Co. Donegal, but there is a proviso that the Manor
Hamilton estate, Co. Leitrim, will be settled in lieu, should the House of
Lords reverse the decision of the Irish Court of Chancery in the lawsuit
between Nathaniel Clements and the representatives of Lord Boyne over
the Donegal estate.

Ms. 36,015

Ms. 36,016

1785-7: 1797

Bundle of title deeds, case papers, legal searches, etc,
in respect of the Woodford/Newtowngore estate,
Co. Leitrim, acquired by Colonel the Rt Hon. Henry
Theophilus Clements, including:

1 Aug. and
16 Sep. 1787

Two successive deeds whereby the Rt Hon. Henry
Theophilus Clements mortgages [his newly acquired]
Woodford/Newtowngore estate, Co. Leitrim, to John
Clements of London for the two sums of £6,500 and
£2,300 respectively.

1734: 17611869

Box of title deeds, leases, case papers, registrations of
trees, etc, relating to the demesne and small estate of
Killadoon, Celbridge, Co. Kildare, including:

29 Sep. 1769

Lease from Richard Phillips of Springfield,
Co. Kildare, to Robert Clements of the city of Dublin,
of over 2 acres in Springfield [adjoining Killadoon] for
3 lives renewable forever.

17 May 1788

Calculations by C[hristophe]r Deey, notary public, of
the fine [which Robert, Lord Leitrim] should pay to
improve his tenure of the Killadoon property. The
present tenure is ‘A lease ... at £336 7s 6d per annum
for 3 lives, one about the age of 19 and the other two about 50, renewable
forever and subject to a fine of £168 3s 9d on the renewal of each life ...,
the profit rent being £134 19s 1d per annum ...’. The proposal is that the
annual rent should be reduced to £201 8s 5d and the renewal fines done
away with. Deey calculates that the tenant should pay £2,832 7s. [It is
not clear whether this transaction took place. For a letter about the
purchase of the fee simple of Killadoon in 1822, see Ms. 36,065/10.]
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19 Aug. 1814

Perpetuity lease from Thomas Long to Nathaniel,
[2nd] Earl of Leitrim, of 14 acres in Springfield.

Mss. 36,01736,018

1702-1842

Box of deeds, etc, relating to the affairs of other
branches of the Clements family or of other families
associated with the Clementses in some way, as
follows:

Ms. 36,017/1

1711-16: 1807

Bundle of deeds relating to the Rathkenny estate,
Co. Cavan, the property of the senior branch of the
Clements family, and to the estates of other Co. Cavan
families - Nesbitts, Fitzherberts, Cootes, etc. Included
in the bundle is:

3 Nov. 1716

Indenture between Richard Geering, Alexander Nesbitt
(both of the city of Dublin) and Thomas Nesbitt of
Grangemore, Co. Westmeath, whereby Alexander
Nesbitt pays Geering £1,000 in discharge of a
mortgage affecting the estate of [Thomas Nesbitt’s father-in-law], Arnold
Cosby of Lismore, Co. Cavan; the money has been paid by Alexander
Nesbitt in his capacity as trustee for Thomas Nesbitt.

Ms. 36,017/2

1702: 1709

Lease from Robert Clements of Rathkenny,
Co. Cavan, to the Rev. Benjamin Pratt of Dublin, of
the 213 acres of Balreask, barony of Navan,
Co. Meath, 1702, and two deeds relating to Robert
Clements of Rathkenny’s estate of Duneel, Co. Westmeath, 1709.

Ms. 36,017/3

1724-32
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Ms. 36,017/4

30 June 1733

Settlement of the Baronstown estate, Co. Westmeath,
on the marriage of Anthony Malone of Baronstown
and Rose Gore, [daughter of Sir Ralph Gore, 4th Bt,
and first cousin of Hannah Gore, Mrs Nathaniel
Clements], and in consideration of Rose Gore’s marriage portion of
£2,000.

Ms. 36,017/5

1750

Ms. 36,017/6

23 Sep. 1752

Original and counterpart of a lease from Robert Tighe
of Mitchelstown, Co. Westmeath, [who had married,
in 1715, Mary, sister of Theophilus and Nathaniel
Clements], to Richard Stearne Tighe, his eldest son, of
the lands of Scurloguestown, Sheepstown and Stonestown, barony of
Delvin, Co. Westmeath, for R.S. Tighe’s life at a rent of £100 per annum
sterling.

Ms. 36,017/7

13 Dec. 1752

Assignment from Sir Ralph Gore St George, Bt [ie. Sir
Ralph Gore, 6th Bt], to Robert King of Dublin, of a
Clogher churchlands lease of lands in the parishes of
Magheross, Magheracloone, Aghnamullen, etc,
Co. Monaghan, granted to Sir Ralph on 9 August 1750 for 21 years at a
rent of £200 a year; King pays Sir Ralph £6,500.

Ms. 36,017/8

1837

Ms. 36,018/1-3 1746: 1794:
1834: 1836:
1842
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Lease for a year of the Co. Clare estate of Francis
Pierpoint Burton of Buncraggy, [in connection with
Burton’s marriage, on 19 March, to Clements’s eldest
daughter, Elizabeth].

Marriage settlement of Edward Lawder and Sarah
Faris.

Three folders of papers relating to the Skeffington
family, Earls of Massereene, connected with the
Clementses through the marriage of Robert Clements
with Lady Elizabeth Skeffington in 1765, as follows:
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Ms. 36,018/1

1746

Ms. 36,018/2

1794

Ms. 36,018/3

1834: 1836:
1842

DESCRIPTION

The Skeffingtons: case papers relating to the Mathew
family of Thomastown, Co. Tipperary [present
possibly because Francis Mathew of Thomastown,
later 1st Earl of Landaff, married Lady Catherine
Skeffington in 1748].

The Skeffingtons: [unexecuted?] mortgage, with the
day and the month left blank, from [Clotworthy
Skeffington, 2nd] Earl of Massereene to [his brotherin-law], Robert Clements, [1st] Viscount Leitrim,
securing the sum of £4,400 [which Lord Leitrim was prepared to advance
in order to release Lord Massereene from debtor’s prison in London].

The Skeffingtons: bills of cost and deeds reflecting the
role of Nathaniel Clements, 2nd Earl of Leitrim, as
executor to his aunt, Harriet, Countess Dowager of
Massereene, [widow of Chichester Skeffington, 4th
Earl of Massereene].
[For the Skeffington family, see also Mss. 36,027 and
36,066/1.]

Ms. 36,019

1625: 1668:
1682: 1720-24:
1747-8

Box of title deeds to the manor of Rathfarnham,
Co. Dublin, mortgaged to Nathaniel Clements in
1747-8, principally comprising:

4 Mar. 1625

Settlement on the marriage of Sir Arthur Loftus of
Rathfarnham and Lady Dorothy Boyle [daughter of the
‘Great’ Earl of Cork].

1668: 1682

Recoveries of the Rathfarnham estate.

1720-1724

Recoveries, fines and conveyance of the Rathfarnham
estate, sold by the Duke of Wharton [son and heir of
the Loftus heiress, Lucy, and Philip, 1st Marquess of
Wharton and Earl of Rathfarnham], to William
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Conolly in 1723, [and sub-let in perpetuity by the Conolly family to
Primate Hoadly, Bellingham Boyle, Nicholas Loftus, 2nd Earl of Ely (in
1767), etc.].
18 Apr. 1747

Deed from Bellingham Boyle of Rathfarnham to
Nathaniel Clements charging Boyle’s estate of the
castle and park of Rathfarnham, and other assets of
Boyle’s, with the sums which he has already or which
he shall hereafter borrow from Clements. [This is why the earlier
Rathfarnham title deeds are present.]

Ms. 36,020

11 May 1748

Further deed from Boyle to Clements, this one
clarifying that the mortgage is for £11,500.]

1705-43:
1807-8:
1812: 1828:
[1837?]:1856:
1858

Bundle of deeds and related correspondence with
reference to offices and pensions bought as an
investment by Nathaniel Clements, some of which he
bequeathed for the lives of various people.

The first section comprises:
Letters, 1705-24, some of them to Theophilus Clements of Rathkenny [as
Agent for the Pensioners, 1722-6] about the 3rd Earl of Clarendon’s
pension of £2,000 per annum sterling on the Irish Establishment granted
him on 8 February 1714 for thirty years from 25 December 1713, and
bought, after Clarendon’s death in 1723 and at the tail-end of the grant, by
Nathaniel Clements. The correspondents, in addition to Clarendon and
[his aunt and uncle], Lady Frances Keightley and the Rt Hon. Thomas
Keightley [Vice-Treasurer of Ireland], are members of the O’Brien family
of Dromoland, Co. Clare, [one of whom, Lucius O’Brien (d.1717)
married in 1701 the Keightleys’ daughter, Catherine]. The conveyance of
the residue of the pension to Clements is not present, but a subsequent
deed of 15 September 1743 recites that he had bought it for £2,500
sterling and that it was payable to him from 25 December 1741 until the
expiration of the 30-year term on 25 Dec. 1743.
The letters of 1723-4 are all from Theophilus Clements, and include:
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22 Apr. 1723

Theophilus Clements, Dublin, to Mrs Catherine
O’Brien. ‘... I am glad to find ... that Lady Frances
Keightley is one of the executors of Lord Clarendon,
for you will see by the enclosed [not found] clause of
the patent that Lord Clarendon had a power to dispose of his pension as
he pleased by will; so that it will not be in the power of Lord Darnley or
any other person to give her Ladyship any opposition, if she has it left her
by will. ...’
23 Apr. 1723

Theophilus Clements, Dublin, to Mrs O’Brien. ‘... I
shall do what is proper to prevent any persons’ getting
any orders for any more payments [on foot of the
pension] till I hear more from you on that subject. ...
My Lord had only a power to charge it [his pension] in his lifetime with
£3,000, so that, unless the other debts be particularly provided for in his
Lordship’s will, the will no way affects the pension. ... You may be sure
the government here will not pay any money on that score, unless very
clear and undoubted title be made out; for they think this country very
heavily loaded by pensions already. ...’
2 May 1723

Theophilus Clements, Dublin, to Mrs O’Brien,
Dromoland. ‘... I wish it were in my power to get any
money advanced on the prospect of Lady Frances’s
pension, but it not being on the establishment for many
years, nothing of that kind can possibly be done. ...’

14 May 1723

Theophilus Clements, Dublin, to Mrs O’Brien,
Dromoland. ‘... By his Lordship’s will, all his
executors are equally entitled to the pension, so that it
will be necessary for Lady Frances to get the others to
renounce. But nothing can be done here for her Ladyship’s service till
she administers, and the will be proved here. ...’

15 June 1723

Theophilus Clements, Dublin, to Mrs O’Brien,
Dromoland. ‘... All that I apprehend necessary to be
done at present is to send me a letter of attorney from
London, signed by her Ladyship as the acting
executor, to receive that pension, and if any dispute arises with Lord
Darnley, the law must hereafter determine that matter. But this letter will
prevent any payments being made to any person till all disputes are settled
[over] who may be entitled to that pension. I assure you, Madam, if I had
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any money of my own, I should not refuse to advance her Ladyship some
on this or any other occasion. But it is what I have not in my power to do,
having been obliged lately to borrow some money to answer some
demands that were on me. ... I do not hear that there is to be a new
establishment, but if there is any, to be sure that pension will not be left
off [it]. The only method is for her Ladyship to apply to my Lord Duke of
Grafton or to his Grace’s private secretary, Mr Whichcot[e], and he will
take care of her business; but I hope her Ladyship will not take any notice
that this advice comes from me, because it may look as if I officiously
intermeddled in this matter before I am regularly empowered by the
executors to act for them. ...’
27 Dec. 1723

Theophilus Clements, Dublin, to Mrs O’Brien. ‘I have
of late received two letters from Lady Frances
Keightley, wherein she informs me that the executors
of Lord Clarendon give her all the opposition in their
power concerning the pension. ... It would be very much for your
advantage if Lady Frances would convey the pension to you, for by that
means it would not be liable to the tax of four shillings in the pound,
which it must now pay. Her Ladyship cannot possibly be any sufferer by
this means, for you would get £400 a year by it, and Lady Frances have
just as much out of it as she can at present have. ...’
4 Jan 1723/24

Theophilus Clements, Dublin, to Mrs O’Brien. ‘... The
great and considerable [deduction] ... that I would if
possible find out some method for her Ladyship to
avoid ... is the tax of four shillings in the pound, which
Lord Clarendon always paid, which is £400 a year, and if it can be
avoided any way, it must be either by her Ladyship living in Ireland or
contriving some method to make the pension over to you. But this cannot
be thought of before her Ladyship is settled some time quietly in the
enjoyment of it. All the fees in the offices are inconsiderable. What I
have from all those that I am concerned for is sixpence in the pound ... . I
have not yet got an order for any money, but my Lord Duke of Grafton
has promised it me soon.’
This concludes the documentation of the Clarendon pension. The deeds
and letters which are calendared next relate to a variety of different
offices and pensions, as follows:
8 Oct. 1731
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Preston of Dublin, spinster, whereby Clements secures
his loan of £300 from Mary Preston on the annuity of
£75 which he enjoys and which is charged on the
income of the office of Searcher, Packer and Gauger of the port of Dublin.
The indenture recites that, on 14 August 1731, this annuity was granted to
Clements by Edward Webster Senior of Dublin, in consideration of the
sum of £600 paid to Webster by Clements. The annuity is payable for 99
years, provided that Webster’s sons, Edward Webster Junior and Thomas
Taylor Webster (who must be the lives named in the patent to Webster)
live so long. [This means that Lord Harrington did not sell the office to
Clements in 1738, as is commonly stated, because the Websters were
already in possession by 1731.]
7 July 1733

Deed of composition between Henry and William
Sandford of Dublin, of the one part, and George
Cannon, previously their clerk and book-keeper in
their office of Collectors of the Inland Excise of the
city of Dublin, whereby it is agreed that deductions should be made from
the sum of £2,126 which it was reckoned in February 1730 was owed by
Cannon to the Sandfords, and which since then has been in dispute
between them.
27 July 1741

Deed endorsed ‘Mortgage from General [Ernst
Hartmann] Baron Die[t]mar of an annuity and some
plate for securing £2,500 and interest to Mr Auditor
Benson and £1,500 to John Barker Esq.’ This recites
that the annuity concerned is a pension granted for five years on 1 June,
14 George II [1740] for £1,000 sterling, from the absentee tax on which
the Lords Justices of Great Britain granted Dietmar an exemption on
3 July 1741. A fairly minute description of the silver is also given.
10 Sep. 1743

Assignment to Nathaniel Clements from Philip, [4th]
Earl of Chesterfield, and Melosina, Countess of
Walsingham, his wife and also the sole executrix to the
will of [her mother], Melosina, Duchess of Kendal, of
the Duchess’s pension of £3,000 a year sterling payable out of the Irish
Revenue, granted on 11 February, 4 George I [1718] for 32 years;
Nathaniel Clements pays £9,500 for the unexpired term of the grant.
1 May 1807
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Nathaniel, 2nd Earl of Leitrim, for the sum of £7,600
of the office of Searcher, Packer and Gauger of Dublin
Port. This had been re-granted to their father, Robert, 1st Earl of Leitrim,
in 1787 for his own life and that of his two sons, and had been left by the
1st Earl in his will to his second son, Robert Clotworthy Clements.
Oct. 1807-Feb.
1808

Letters and papers about a similar office, the
Comptrollership of the Port of Dublin, in which R.C.
Clements had been accidentally involved as a named
life in a patent held by a cousin, Robert Tighe Junior
of South Hill, near Delvin, Co. Westmeath, head of a cadet branch of the
Tighes of Mitchelstown, including:
2 Oct. 1807

Letter from W.C. Plunket [the Attorney-General for
Ireland] to Lord [Leitrim].

‘The case which you mentioned when I had the honour
of seeing you is very oddly circumstanced. Your
brother is certainly disabled by the grant which he accepted from sitting in
parliament, nor can he get clear of the disability except by the surrender
of the patent. This I apprehend cannot be done without the consent of the
two other persons who have a joint interest in it. This certainly cannot be
done without considerable inconvenience to them because, under the
provisions of the act of the 47th of the King, the office cannot be regranted to them by patent, but by appointment from the Commissioners of
Customs, and this subject to their opinion of the necessity and utility of
the office, an account of which must be laid before parliament. In the
event of the demise of the Crown, the patent would be at an end unless
renewed in six months, which under the late act could not be done. I
know of no remedy you can have unless by inducing the other patentees
to submit to this inconvenience.’
4 Nov. 1807

Robert Tighe [Junior], South Hill [near Delvin,
Co. Westmeath], to Lord Leitrim.

‘... The facts are as follows. When by my father’s
death [in 1799] one of the three lives during the
continuance of which I held my situation as Comptroller of the Port of
Dublin became extinct, I applied to the late Lord Leitrim to use his
influence to have a life inserted in its place, which was granted to his
request (his Lordship’s life and mine being then the existing ones), and
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when I was desired to name the life I wished inserted, I mentioned your
brother’s, he being [as] young and healthy as any person I knew. Some
time after, it occurred to Lord Leitrim to give me an article purporting that
[neither] he nor his son had any claim to the place or emoluments of
Comptroller, and that their names were inserted (as lives are in a lease)
merely to ensure my tenure to a later period than one life would do.
Now, my dear Lord, under those circumstances, I think you will agree
with me that Mr Clements cannot be supposed to incur the disability you
have apprehended. At all events, on the eve of the election, he can resign
(and we know the government too well to suppose his resignation can be
refused, even if they had the power to refuse), and not sooner than may be
necessary deprive me of the advantage having his life in my patent
together with my own must be. It is most probable all those places will be
immediately done away and compensation given, when I should be
certain of much higher for a place I hold for two than one life. Under
those circumstances, I will hope you will permit Mr Clements to sign the
deputation. His doing so will not prevent his throwing up all claim to it at
any time he may find it necessary, and cannot possibly subject him to any
inconvenience: whereas his refusing to do so must involve me and my
family in inevitable ruin and poverty, as the emoluments of this place are
nearly all my support, and I can never appoint a deputy nor receive one
shilling from it, unless you comply, and am at this moment at a daily loss
of four pounds till this matter is concluded. ...’
17 Nov. 1807

Tighe, South Hill, to Lord Leitrim. ‘... I have
consulted a professional man, who has recommended
me to apply to Mr Clements for a written resignation
of any claim to the office and a refusal to interfere in
the appointment of a deputy or any other acts by which he may be
supposed to acknowledge himself connected with it. He thinks that, if I
memorial the Duke of Richmond [the Lord Lieutenant] stating all facts,
and produce Mr Clements’s refusal and resignation, that [sic] my
signature to the deputation will then be sufficient, and all difficulty done
away ... .’
2 Dec. 1807

Tighe, South Hill, to Lord Leitrim. ‘... Mr Clements
now signing the deputation cannot possibly prevent
either his resignation or, if you should think that
insufficient, the surrender of the present patent and the
taking out a new one. I would not wish to ask anything unreasonable, but
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the fact is I have been so disagreeably circumstanced from the infamous
conduct of the man who now receives the fees of this employment, that I
cannot avoid it ...’.
2 Dec. 1807

Tighe, South Hill, to Lord Leitrim. ‘I received your
letters and am sorry to say I have no hopes of
procuring a new grant by any interest I could possibly
procure. At the same time, as you think Mr
Clements’s signing the deputation would injure him, I cannot expect it,
but must by other means endeavour to rid myself of the rascal who has so
infamously cheated me. But may I take the liberty of asking how Mr
Clements will get over holding the situation of Searcher, Packer, etc? If
he has sold that, surely he might make a nominal sale to me also, and thus
get rid of this cursed hobble I so unintentionally have brought him
into. ...’
3 and 11 Jan.
1808

Copy opinions of William Saurin [the next AttorneyGeneral].

‘... I apprehend it to be quite impossible to effect the
purpose which Mr Clements has in view by any deed
to be executed between him and Mr Tighe. He cannot possibly assign his
title in the office to Mr Tighe or any other person, and should he surrender
to the Crown, I rather apprehend that in point of law it would operate as a
surrender of the office altogether. At all events, Mr Tighe’s beneficial
interest in the office must be thereby reduced at least to an interest for his
own life merely. Having permitted his name to be used on [sic] the patent
for the benefit [of] and as trustee for Mr Tighe, and which he may declare
by a similar deed to that which was executed by [the late] Lord Leitrim, I
do not apprehend he can be more or otherwise affected by executing a
deputation along with Mr Tighe than he is at present by being a joint
patentee in the office. But, be this as it may, he cannot accomplish the
object he has in view, nor decline the act now requested of him, without
serious injury to Mr Tighe; and if the fact be that this office is to
determine with the present patent (but I have not found the Act for this
purpose) the case does not seem to admit of any remedy. ... [I] cannot
satisfy myself, either upon principle or by authority, that Mr Clements can
otherwise surrender his office than by surrendering the patent and having
it cancelled, in which case I apprehend there would be an end of the grant
and a determination of the office as to both the grantees; neither do I
think, as Mr Clements has not the custody of the patent, that he can
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surrender it without the concurrence of Mr Tighe.’
28 Jan. 1808

Letter from Tighe, South Hill, to Lord Leitrim,
expressing the view that no ‘... Committee of the
House of Commons under all existing circumstances
would consider Mr Clements holding a Revenue
employment, or that his name being unfortunately introduced into this
patent without his knowledge or consent, could disqualify him from
sitting in parliament. ...’
23 Feb. 1808

Copy of a further opinion from Saurin. ‘I am quite at a
loss to find any means sufficient in point of law to
supply in a satisfactory way the defects which arise out
of the totally unprecedented circumstances of this case.
What seems to me to be the least exceptionable will be to obtain his
Grace, the Lord Lieutenant’s approbation of the deputy, Mr Jennings, who
has been appointed by the two several deputations of the Comptrollers ... .
I think his Grace may approve of [this] and leave the question of law to be
contested - as it may - there being no personal objection to Mr Jennings as
to his qualifications. But, if this cannot be done, I think the next-best
course will be for Mr Clements to execute an assignment of all his right
and title in the office to Mr Tighe ..., and then let Mr Tighe appoint a
deputy whom the Lord Lieutenant (if a qualified person shall be
appointed) may approve, and take [the] chance whether the acts of such a
deputy shall be contested.’
1828: [1837?]:
1856: 1858

Correspondence about the income from the office of
Searcher, Packer and Gauger of the Port of Dublin,
including:

[20 Aug. 1828]

Copy of a letter from Lord Leitrim to his sisters, Lady
Lizzy and Lady Louisa Clements, explaining that onefourth of income from this sinecure devolves on
Leitrim, his sisters and [their nephew], John [ie. the
son of their late sister, Caroline, and Lord Sydney], during Leitrim’s life.
This is because the previous patentee, their late brother, R.C. Clements,
died intestate, with the result that this one-life interest in the patent
becomes part of his personal estate and therefore has to be shared among
his four personal representatives. The share of each is £234 odd.
‘... As to me, as I have a very strong feeling upon the subject of sinecures,
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I shall resign my proportion of the income; but in doing this, I beg
particularly to guard myself against its being in the slightest degree
supposed that I mean thereby to throw the least blame upon poor Robert,
still less upon my father, for whose memory I can never have any feeling
but of the warmest affection and highest respect. Robert inherited the
office under very different circumstances from what we do. It was always
intended for him (and with the view of his possessing it, my father had
given a valuable consideration for it). He was from his childhood taught
to expect it as a part of his fortune - full as much so as any son might
expect an estate that was settled on him. The times were very different ...
forty years ago ..., the country was not then burthened by taxation as it is
at present, public opinion had not then been expressed against sinecures,
as it has since been, nor had the principle been condemned by parliament,
for perhaps you are not aware that this as well as many other similar
offices are abolished at the expiration of the existing terms.
Under all these circumstances, ... I think it would be creditable to the
family if the office were to be resigned in toto; and when I say this, I am
inclined to think that, if my father were circumstanced as we now are, he
would act in the manner I recommend, for shortly after he was married,
and when income must of course have been an object to him, my
grandfather being then alive, he refused to accept a pension which was
offered to him upon his retiring from the Revenue Board when the
number of Commissioners was diminished. Having now stated my
opinion, I have only to add that, if you take a different view of the
question from what I do, I have no right whatever to blame you. ...’
[For the reply, in which his sisters agree to resign their share, see Ms.
36,032/5. They must have thought better of this decision, perhaps
because their nephew, the Hon. John Robert Townshend, decided to take
his share - see below.]
26 Aug. 1828

[The Hon. John Robert Townshend], Frognal, [Foots
Cray, Kent], to Lord Leitrim.

‘... With respect to the office in question, I confess that
I do not feel the same with you as to holding it, and
consequently should wish to reserve my share of its annual income. Mr
Warren and my father, with whom I have consulted here, are of opinion
that it is tenable with parliament, it being (if I understand rightly) a
compensation for a patent office which ceases with your life, and I think
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by the 41st of George III, cap. 57, all offices of that kind, etc, for life can
be held with parliament. ... If it is not, I conceive that I must already have
vacated my seat, having de facto held the office ever since his [R.C.
Clements’s] death in July. I am sorry that I should differ with you on this
subject, and hope that you will not think ill of me for it. The present state
of my father’s circumstances, and my future prospects being so bad, ... I
think it right to accept a sum which otherwise I should not have cared to
have differed with you upon. ...’ He goes on to refer to the remittance of
his share of £5,000 in Irish stock, which is also part of R.C. Clements’s
personal estate.
4 Sep. 1828

Copy of a letter from [Lord Leitrim], C[harlemont]
H[ouse], to Lord [Francis Leveson Gower, the Chief
Secretary]: ‘... as I do not wish to take any benefit
from the office, I have to request that the proportion of
income arising from it to which I am entitled may not be issued from the
Exchequer.’
12 Dec. [1837?]

Copy of a letter from Lord Leitrim, G[reat]
C[umberland] P[lace], to the editor of Tait’s Magazine
correcting the misstatement made in that periodical
‘... that I hold the sinecure office of “Port Searcher and
Packer, Dublin” with a salary of £1,350. I do not hold the office in
question, nor have I ever received a single farthing of the salary attached
to that or any other sinecure whatsoever. ...’ He asks that the
misstatement be corrected in the next number.
28 June 1856

Rough copy of a letter from [the 3rd Earl of Leitrim],
Lough Rynn, Mohill, to [the 3rd Viscount] Palmerston
[the Prime Minister] referring to their interview, and
pointing out that the re-grant of the sinecure to Robert,
Earl of Leitrim, was ‘... in compensation for the premises now occupied
by the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland as the Viceregal Lodge, and which was
at that time my grandfather’s residence.
The patent has expired with my father’s life [in 1854]. My father did not
receive the emoluments of the office for many years. I have heard it
stated that a sum of money is in existence which has not been disposed of,
but my information in this respect is not satisfactory. Although my father
did not receive the salary since my uncle, Robert Clements, died, he has
on the other hand borrowed money under the Land Improvement Acts for
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the employment of the people on the estates which I inherit in Leitrim,
Donegal and Galway, and further charges have been created by the Esker
arterial drainage in the county of Leitrim. I am aware that it may be said
that I derive a benefit for [sic - from] the outlay of the money expended
under those acts, but I do not find that to be the case, and as the residuary
legatee of my father, I apply to your Lordship hoping that you will either
cause the salary of the patent office to be paid to me, to meet my father’s
debts, or that you will cancel the debts which he contracted under the acts
I have referred to. I appeal to you with the greater confidence, as besides the justice of my claim - I think that it will be admitted that I have
earned some consideration for myself and been the means in no small
degree of improving the state of this county during the many years which
I have devoted my time to it, and by which the Revenue therefrom must
be considerably improved.’
6 Oct. 1856

Lord Palmerston, Downing Street, to Lord Leitrim in
reply. He points out that the Treasury has no power to
remit sums of money borrowed under the Land
Improvement Acts. With regard to the sinecure office,
printed parliamentary papers of 1833 and 1835 show that the late Lord
Leitrim received no part of the emoluments of the office, and ‘... the
Board of Treasury came to the conclusion that a waiver might be
presumed on the part of Lord Leitrim of all claims for money due to him
on account of the compensation allowance ...’.
17 Oct. 1856

Rough copy of Lord Leitrim’s reply. He argues
‘... that my father in his laudable anxiety for the public
welfare may have unintentionally injured his heir.

There cannot be a doubt that the money that he
borrowed under the Land Improvement Acts has not been reproductive. I
believe their Lordships granted to him a larger sum than they authorised
to be granted without special application to their Lordships. I am now
required to repay that money in instalments. My father failed to place on
the tenants the percentage to meet the instalments. ... I believe that I am
correct in stating that act was passed as a bonus to induce the House of
Commons to pass the amended Poor Law. ... But you will not find that I
approved of the bill, but on the contrary I have always spoken of it as one
of peculiar hardship. I regard the money lent under that act to my father
as a personal debt due by him, and the debt having been contracted
without my consent and contrary to my wishes, I apprehend that I have
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quite as good a right to the arrears due to my father at the time of his
death as the Treasury have to the debt contracted by him to employ the
poor on the estates to which I was the heir and am now the proprietor.
All I beg is that their Lordships will have the goodness to balance the
accounts, and in doing so I think their Lordships will find that the public
interest will not have suffered. At the same time, I shall have no sort of
objection if their Lordships should think proper to restore to me my
grandfather’s residence in the Phoenix Park. ...’
27 May 1858

Rough copy of a letter from Lord Leitrim, United
Service Club, to Lord Derby reiterating his argument.

28 May 1858

Lord Derby, Downing Street, to ‘My dear Lord
Leitrim’, in reply. ‘... I will, if you wish it, refer your
claim officially to the Board of Treasury, yet I am
bound to say that my private opinion is in accordance
with that which was announced to you by Lord Palmerston. I do not see
how you can in any way connect the two parts of your case together. ...’
28 May 1858

Ms. 36,021

Copy of a letter from Lord Leitrim to Lord Derby: ‘As
you opinion is adverse to my claim, I will bow to your
decision and not give you any further trouble about
it ...’.

1747-73:
1805

Bundle of deeds and an account relating to Nathaniel
Clements’s lendings to people [see also Ms. 36,019],
his setting-up of his second son, William, as a banker,
and his own ill-starred bank in partnership with
Anthony Malone and John Gore, including:
23 Dec. 1747

Deed whereby the Rt Hon. William Graham of Plattin,
Co. Meath, conveys to the Rt Hon. Luke Gardiner and
Nathaniel Clements his estate in Co. Louth until debts
of the order of £1,575 are discharged.

15 June 1752

Similar deed whereby Richard Gore of Dublin conveys
to Malone and Clements his estates in King’s County
and Co. Limerick for Gore’s life, on condition that
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they discharge the arrears of interest on the £1,500
portion of Gore’s sister, Mary Gore, and sundry other debts, and pay Gore
an annuity of £200.
20 July 1758

Co-partnership agreement between Henry Mitchell,
William Clements and John Carleton Whitlock, all of
Dublin, to join in a banking business for the next ten
years, and to divide the profits of the business in the
following proportions: four-eighths to Mitchell, three-eighths to Clements
and one-eighth to Whitlock. Mitchell is to pay nine-sixteenths of the
salaries of those employed in the bank and Clements seven-sixteenths; so
it looks as if Whitlock is to be the partner who does the actual work.
12 Apr. 1765

Indenture between Albert Gledstanes, surviving trustee
named in an act of parliament [33 George II, cap. 4]
for the more effectual payment of the creditors of the
bank formerly kept by Anthony Malone, Nathaniel
Clements and John Gore, of the first part, Nathaniel Clements, of the
second part, and John Cooper, of the third part. This is an extremely
complicated document, but it purports to mean that Cooper has paid the
trustees several sums of money over the years totalling £26,500, in
consideration of which Nathaniel Clements has conveyed to Cooper for
ever his Manor Hamilton estate, the lands of Aughamore and Clogherbeg,
Co. Sligo, the lands of Gola, Co. Fermanagh, and some townlands in
Co. Donegal. [This seems to be the estate which Clements had purchased
from Sir Ralph Gore in 1759 (Ms. 36,011) and which included these
outlying bits and pieces as well as the Manor Hamilton estate. John
Cooper was Clements’s Clerk in the Deputy Vice-Treasurer’s Office and
therefore is likely to have been a trustee for Clements. The purpose of the
deed must have been to free Clements’s Manor Hamilton estate, etc, from
its liability for his third share of the debts of the bank (all his estates in
Co. Leitrim (ie. Glenboy and Mohill as well) having been made liable by
the act of parliament). The £26,500 must be Clements’s share (perhaps
plus interest) of the debts of the bank.]
10 Apr. 1771

Assignment by Nathaniel Clements of a debt to
Clements of over £1,000 secured on the manor of
Rathkenny, Co. Meath [not Cavan], the estate of
Edward Hussey, Lord Beaulieu; Clements had lent this
sum to the Hussey family on 19 September 1767, and now receives
payment from Sankey Denis of Dawson Street, Dublin, to whom the
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securities are assigned.
18 May 1773

Deed of release from Thomas Gledstanes, son and heir
of Albert Gledstanes, to Nathaniel Clements, Anthony
Malone and Lord Annaly [formerly John Gore the
third partner in the bank], reciting that the original
creditors of the bank have been paid in full, and that Clements’s part of
the security under the act for the relief of the creditors of the bank, viz. the
Glenboy, Manor Hamilton and Mohill estates, Co. Leitrim, are now
discharged of all liabilities. [This shows that the Manor Hamilton, etc,
estate – as far as the creditors were aware – had still been part of
Clements’s security to them, in spite of the deed of 12 April 1765. The
c.£75,000 debt of the bank was not finally discharged until 1805, but this
was probably because one or both of the other two partners were less
liquid than Clements, and because lenders were found who wanted
investment income and were quite happy with the landed security
offered.]
7 Dec. 1805

‘General statement of the account of the late bank of
Malone & Co. to the 24th of November 1805; also the
particular account of each partner.’

This states the total liabilities of the bank as £75,922, and the one-third
liability of each partner as £24,499. It shows that, with £5,531 still
outstanding on 24 November 1805, Lord Sunderlin [Malone’s nephew
and representative] was the most laggard in paying up. One of the lenders
who replaced the original creditors of the bank at some unspecified date
was [John, Scott, 1st Earl of] Clonmell, who advanced £7,000 on bond.
By 24 November 1801, Lady Annaly [Gore’s representative - the widow
of his younger brother and successor, Henry Gore, Lord Annaly] had paid
in £20,167, the 1st Earl of Leitrim £18,553 and Lord Sunderlin £14,222.

Ms. 36,022

1777-89

Bundle of deeds and papers reflecting Robert
Clements’s role as co-executor to and residuary legatee
of his father, Nathaniel. These include a deed of
7 March 1789 reciting that the late John Nesbitt of
Aughry, Co. Leitrim, had borrowed money from the late Nathaniel
Clements, that the debt now stood at £650, and that Robert, Lord Leitrim,
is to be paid at the rate of £200 per annum out of a trusteeship set up over
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the Nesbitt estate.

Ms. 36,023

1609: 1700:
1719: 1741:
1758: 1764:
1772: 1787-97:
1808: 1812:
1825-40:
1858-60

Box of deeds and related correspondence about the
Rosshill estate, Cong, Co. Mayo, and Clonbur, Maam,
etc, Co. Galway, of the Bermingham family, whose
co-heiress married the future 2nd Earl of Leitrim in
1800.

A case for the opinion of counsel, John Ball, which
was given on 22 March 1812, provides a useful résumé
of the title to the Rosshill estate and, in effect, a calendar of most of the
18th century deeds in this box:
‘... James Napper of Drewstown in the county of Meath, Esq., and
Thomas Smith of Drumcree in the county of Westmeath being in and
previous to the year 1700 seized in fee simple as tenants in common of
the lands of Duray, one quarter containing 207 acres profitable land,
plantation measure ... [now come a very long list of townland names with
their acreages, all being] distinct denominations as appear to have been
granted from the Crown to ten different grantees, distinguishing the
denominations to each grantee, all situated in the county of Galway, did
by indenture of lease dated 29th June 1700 demise and set the said 27
denominations ... unto Peter Browne Esq. for the lives of John Browne,
Valentine Browne and Mary Browne therein named, with a covenant for
perpetual renewal, subject to the yearly rent of £300 without any fine for
renewal.
The title, interest and benefit of renewal of the said Peter Browne ...
afterwards became vested in William Bermingham Esq., and the title and
interest of the said James Napper became vested in James Lenox Dutton,
and the title and interest of the said Thomas Smith became vested in
George Boleyn Whitney Esq.
The lives in the said lease of 29th June 1700 having died, the said James
Lenox Dutton and George Boleyn Whitney by indenture dated 9th July
1764 granted a renewal of said lease to the said William Bermingham for
three new lives. ...
On 27 May 1796 George Boleyn Whitney sold his undivided moiety of
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the fee simple of the estate to ‘the said William Bermingham’ [can this
possibly all have happened to the same William Bermingham?], and
shortly after the granting of the lease of 9 July 1764, James Lenox Dutton
agreed with William Bermingham to receive the sum of £140 per annum
as Dutton’s proportion of the rent of £300 reserved in the lease of June
1700. Dutton died in 1777, leaving his widow a jointure of £300 per
annum which was charged on his estate in Co. Galway. The Dutton
interest now (1812) vests in James Dutton, Lord Sherborne.
‘... The said William Bermingham died in October 1798, leaving ... two
daughters, Mary, now Countess of Leitrim, and Anne, now Countess of
Charlemont, his only children and co-heiresses at law ...; and the said
William Bermingham and Thomas, Earl of Louth, two of the lives in the
said renewal of 1764 having died, the said James, Lord Sherborne by deed
dated 20th June 1806 (reciting the original lease of 29th June 1700, the
three renewals thereof made in 1741-1742 and 1764 ... and the last
agreement ascertaining the rent to £140 yearly) did grant a renewal of an
undivided moiety of all said lands ... to said Earl and Countess of Leitrim
and said Earl and Countess of Charlemont by adding the lives of said
Earls [of] Leitrim and Charlemont ... .
James, Lord Sherborne, and his son and heir, aged 21, are desirous of
selling the fee of the undivided Dutton moiety of the lands, and with that
intent suffered a recovery of them in Trinity Term 1810, in which the
lands are described as ‘... all that and those the town and lands of Duray
containing 11,398 acres and 4 perches, be the same more or less, situate in
the half barony of Ross and county of Galway, which [is] the quantity
contained in all the denominations, instead of mentioning an undivided
moiety of the whole. ...’ The legal question which now arises is whether
this is an inadequate description, and a new recovery should accordingly
be suffered, in order to enable the Duttons to convey a clear title to the
fee.
1609: 1700:
1719: 1742:
1758: 1764:
1772

Large bundle of title deeds to the Rosshill estate, most
of them already described in the foregoing case for
counsel’s opinion of 1812.

1764-98

Estate and business letters and papers of William
Bermingham of Rosshill, including:
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James Lenox Dutton, Sherborne, [Gloucestershire], to
Bermingham.

‘... I have long wished to sell this estate and shall
immediately do it, unless the payment of the rent is
properly secured. I know it is worth double the rent I am paid for my
share of it, and wish it suited your purpose to buy it of me. As Lord
Louth is your very zealous friend, perhaps he would serve you in this
matter. Mr James Daly and I have been in treaty about this estate, and [I]
do believe we shall conclude a bargain some time hence. ...’
[1764?]

Dutton to [Thomas Bermingham, 22nd Lord Athenry
and only] Earl of Louth.

‘You have taken the most effectual method of
compelling me to act agreeable to your wishes by
making the object of them known unto me. Mr
Bermingham is really a very modest young gentleman, and his appearance
is an excellent letter of recommendation, for if he is not honest, his
countenance is as great a deceit as ever I saw. In short, we were not ten
minutes in finally adjusting all past differences and difficulties, on the
following terms. He agrees to pay me £160 per annum if he does not
regularly and duly pay £140 yearly, for my share of the estate his
ancestors possessed. I have allowed him nine months to pay his half
year’s rent after it becomes due, and he assures me he desires no more. ...’

[26 Mar. 1795]

Original of a letter from Bermingham, [Dublin?], to
[his uncle], Nicholas Redington, Mice Hill], sending
him a will which Bermingham has just made, because
he is about to fight a duel.

‘A foolish, ridiculous business calls me this day to do what I abhor,
particularly as I despise the man I have the affair with, and I am ashamed
of it. However, I [have] drawn a few lines of a will, for fear of accident.
You will please to open it, as you are one of my executors. I leave to your
protection my wife and children ..., especially until they can with safety
return to their native country. ...’
26 Mar. 1795
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jointure, making it up to £600 per annum. ‘... The
leases I bequeath ... to my daughters are Duroy and
other lands held by me by lease of lives renewable for ever from James
Lenox Dutton and George Boleyn Whitney Esqs., Fryhill held by lease of
lives renewable for ever from Mr Hill and left to me by the will of the late
Mr Edward Golden, all said lands [being] situate in the county of Galway,
and my bishop’s lease of Fahey in said county, also Ballykine [parish of
Cong] held by me by lease of lives renewable for ever from John Darcy
Esq. and situate in the county of Mayo. It is also my desire that my said
daughters Mary and Anne Bermingham shall not marry during the
lifetime of their said mother without the consent of their said mother first
obtained ...’.
1808

Thomas Faris’s ‘Taxed bill of cost of act of parliament
for sale, partition and settling the estates of the Rt Hon.
the earls of Leitrim and Charlemont in the counties of
Galway and Mayo’.

1825-40

Small bundle of miscellaneous bills of cost relating to
the Rosshill estate.

19 May 1827

Lease from the Earl of Leitrim, executor of the will of
Mrs Mary Bermingham [née Ruttledge, widow of
William Bermingham], to Miss Eliza Smith and others
of the late Mrs Bermingham’s house in Montpelier
Parade, Cheltenham, [Gloucestershire].
25 July 1828

Renewal from Martin Darcy of Houndswood,
Co. Mayo, to Austin Cooper and William Jolly,
trustees named in the act of 1808 for the settling of the
Rosshill estate, of the Bermingham lease of the lands
of Lower Ballykine, Co. Mayo.

1858-60

Ms. 36,024/1-7 c.1550-
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Ms. 36,024/1

1588: N.D.:
1609:
1638-1717

Bundle of deeds involving Englishmen called
Clements, some of them in Lincolnshire and Somerset,
but none clearly identifiable with the Irish Clementses.
[These, like most other components of this box, may
have been bought by H.J.B. Clements of Killadoon, a bibliophile and
collector.]

Ms. 36,024/2

c.1550-1740

Bundle of scrappier material, all apparently relating to
England, but none apparently mentioning anyone
called Clements.

Ms. 36,024/3

1709

Copy of the will of Mrs Grace Clutterbuck of
Nuppard, Gloucestershire. [The Clutterbucks were
connections of the Clements agent, c.1790-c.1830,
Austin Cooper. See Ms. 36,070/3.]

Ms. 36,024/4

1725

Bond: Richard Wolseley of Mount Arran, Co. Carlow,
to Sir John St Leger.

Ms. 36,024/5

1735-45

Bundle of legal papers, leases, etc, relating to the
estates of Algernon Coote, [6th] Earl of Mountrath
(d.1743) in Queen’s and King’s Cos., Kildare,
Limerick and Dublin City. [Again, there is no
apparent link with the Clementses, except that an earlier Earl of
Mountrath had founded a charity in Carrick-on-Shannon, Co. Leitrim.]

Ms. 36,024/6

1824-42

Irish probate inventories, including that of Sir Michael
O’Loghlen, Bt 1842. [These almost certainly were
collected by H.J.B. Clements.]

Ms. 36,024/7

[c.1830]

Pedigree material relating to the Booth family, earls of
Warrington, and to the Wright family of Oswestry,
Shropshire.
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II Rentals, valuations and surveys, 1686 and 1747–1872
Ms. 36,025

1686: 1747:
1759: 1776:
1799-1800:
1804-29: 1838:
1857-8: 1872

Box of rentals, valuations and surveys of estates, all
but two of them the property of the Clements family,
principally of the Manor Hamilton estate, Co. Leitrim.

Included is a survey and valuation of the Manor
Hamilton estate on the eve of its purchase by Nathaniel
Clements in 1759. This states the acreage as 5,393, the current rental as
£960 and the valuation (‘if now to be let’) as £1,239. A rental of 1775-6,
which states the rents, etc, as they stood in May 1775, gives a figure of
only £1,096. There is another survey and rental (£1,266) of 1799-1800,
and a run of rentals and agent’s accounts, 1804-29, the latter kept and
signed by Austin Cooper. The rental and account for 1828-9 shows that
the half year’s rent to 1 May 1829 was £1,181, and the arrears at that
stage were £837.
The isolated item of July 1686 is ‘A rent roll of Nathaniel Preston,
minor’s, estate in Co. Meath and Queen’s County, distinguishing jointure
lands and lands (in Queen’s County), let to Colonel Isaac Dobson, Mr
Walter Harris, etc, in trust for charitable purposes. The total is 2145 acres
in Meath and 1811 (much less valuable) acres in Queen’s County.

Correspondence of all sorts to c.1804
Ms. 36,026

c.1920

Box of bundled pieces of lined paper on which
Eléonore, Mrs H.J.B. Clements, and her husband have
recorded précis of the parties, the dates and the content
of letters in the correspondence sections which follow.

Ms. 36,02736,030

1626-94:
1718-1804

Box of Clements, etc, correspondence to 1804 (the
date of Robert Clements, 1st Earl of Leitrim’s death),
as follows:
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Ms. 36,027

1626-94

Ms. 36,028

1718: 1729:
1731

DESCRIPTION

Correspondence of the Skeffington family of
Fisherwick, Staffordshire, and (from 1665) of Antrim
Castle, Co. Antrim, baronets and Viscounts
Massereene, mostly about estate affairs and the
Williamite war and settlement. [Some of the later letters are to Sir Robert
Southwell, and so may have been bought by H.J.B. Clements c.1913 from
the Phillips Collection.]

Ms. 36,029/1-6 [c.1760]-1777

Ms. 36,029/1

[c.1760]

Ms. 36,029/2

1763-5

Correspondence of Mrs Ann Lambart, [Nathaniel
Clements’s maternal grandmother].

Letters and papers of Nathaniel Clements, as follows:

Copy of the charter of the borough of
‘Carrigdrumruske’ [Carrick-on-Shannon], Co. Leitrim,
30 March, 11 James I [1613. Carrick was purchased
by Clements, c.1760.]

Letters to Augustine Fitzgerald, Castlekeal,
Sixmilebridge, Co. Clare, about the estate affairs of
‘Mr Burton’ [Francis Pierpont Burton, Clements’s sonin-law?], which were being managed by William
Clements, [Clements’s second son].

Ms. 36,029/3-5 June–July 1768

Three bundles of letters and voting calculations
relating to Clements’s election for Co. Leitrim at the
1768 general election.

These show that Clements possessed the leading
interest at that time, and was in a position to bring in whichever of the
other candidates he wished. This issue was decided on 9 June by putting
out to the arbitration of John Beresford, Holt Waring and Robert
Hamilton the question of whether Theophilus Jones of Headford or
William Gore of Woodford would have the greater number of votes
granted the then state of the registry. Beresford and Hamilton decided, on
28 June, in favour of Jones, but Waring declined to be a party to this
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decision because, as he put it in a letter of 29 June to Clements, ‘... I did
not think the evidence laid before us sufficiently authenticated.’
According to the paper of calculations signed by Beresford and Hamilton,
the ‘gross number for Jones’ was 388, of which the ‘unexceptionable
votes’ amounted to 360; the equivalent figures for Gore were 322 and
296. However, another paper of rough calculations credited Gore with
382 votes and Jones with 338 (it also credited Clements with 647, and
gave the ‘general number’ of freeholders on the registry as 720). Both
Jones and Gore had agreed, in advance of the arbitration, to give their
respective interests to Clements. But, under the agreement of 9 June,
Gore had stipulated that he did ‘... not mean to be precluded from going
on with the poll if Mr Clements should give his interest against him upon
the decision of these gentlemen.’ Accordingly, a poll was held on
Monday 25 July, at the end of which Clements had received 558 votes,
Jones 328 and Gore 293. A list of voters submitted by W. Percy [of
Garadice, Co. Leitrim] on 20 June, all pledged to support Clements and
Jones, shows that ‘Latouche’ could muster 10 freeholders at this stage and
the Percy family 8 (in both cases exclusive of Latouche and the Percys
themselves). If the figure of 720 was correct for the registered electorate,
the turnout at the poll was a good deal lower - 558.
In addition to these lists and calculations, the bundles contain
correspondence, including:

Ms. 36,029/4

25 June 1768

W. Percy to Clements, Treasury, Dublin.

‘As I perceive by the papers the writs are issued, we
may I hope soon expect to see you in the country.
Your appearance in this neighbourhood and Mohill, I
find, would be very necessary, for the inclinations of many of the lower
sort are much estranged from you by some who ... have much mistaken
the manner of recommending your interests. I was very much surprised at
Mohill on Wednesday last to hear Mr Trumble say that near thirty of Mr
Crofton’s tenants declared they would vote single for Mr Jones, on
account of Jack Nesbitt’s declaring in the street publicly that they were all
sold and advised [sic - advising] them to make the most of themselves, as
their landlord had done; which has given very great offence, coming from
a person so connected with you, that Morgan Crofton should be so spoken
of. This I thought necessary to mention to you, as you may think proper
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to put a stop to it, without mentioning my name, and I do assure you Mr
Crofton knows nothing of it from me. Though safe, yet you have had
great plague about your determination, and [I] am very glad it is so soon
to be at an end. Should you think proper to come into this part of the
country, it might be of use to steady those whom I mentioned in my letter
by Theo. Jones, for another occasion and I think add more. ...’
30 June 1768

Copy of a letter from Clements, Dublin, to [the agent
for his Co. Leitrim estates, John Nesbitt] announcing
that, as a result of the reference, ‘... it appears to me
that Mr Jones has the majority of Mr Gore by at least
62. As I promised, previous to this inquiry, that I would give my interest
to either of these two gentlemen that the arbitrators should declare had the
greatest weight in the county, I must desire the favour of you to make my
compliments to such of my tenants as are freeholders and let them know
that I request them to vote for me and Mr Jones ... . Mr Jones and Mr
Gore have both promised me their second votes and that they will support
me with their interests.
2 July 1768

John Nesbitt, Aughry, [Co. Leitrim], to ‘my dear Sir
[Clements]’.

‘... I have furnished Mr Jones with a list of your
freeholders, and he has taken Hodge with him through
your tenantry himself with my letter from you. He asked my vote. I told
him I could not answer him ... [and that] I had left all my friends to
themselves free, when I was left so in Dublin. ...
As to my own conduct ..., I now am to tell you in answer to your letter of
Saturday night that, had I been shot at out of a bush, I would not have
been half so much astonished as at the contents of it. ...’ He denies saying
that Morgan Crofton had sold his tenantry to Clements. The allegation
may have originated in ‘... some chat which ... passed between John
Walsh and me in presence of his father-in-law occasioned by his saying
that, since three gentlemen took on them to dispose of the county in
Dublin by reference, he thought it would be right in the county to set up
and to choose two men and cast off all three; on which I said that would
be hard on you, as you had not anything to do between them, which
brought on the old affair about Mr Crofton’s selling his interest, which he
himself had mentioned to them in the country, with tears in his eyes; and
all this was in a private room and company, without drink. ...
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I know I am grudged by many the appointments I have from you, and this
I think will come out as a first shot towards alienating your good
intentions towards me. ... I beg you’ll let me know who wrote to you and
Crofton about this affair, that I may in a quiet manner speak to them to
know who heard me ... . As to the rabble, I have not the least doubt that
they may get many that will swear treason against me for five guineas. I
vexed many by not giving money. ...
I thank God and hope your are safe at all events. There has been some of
your tenants here since I began this letter and Mr Jones and Shanly. Some
engaged. Others say they would not, though I read your letter two or
three times. At last they told him they would not promise till they saw
yourself. This he was satisfied with and is again set off.
I have trespassed too much, and yet can’t conclude without remarking to
you that I am sure Crofton would do any low act to hurt me ...’.
[pre-25 July
1768]

Theo[philus] Jones, [?Gartavercan], to [Clements].

‘... I had a good account from Manor Hamilton
yesterday, and don’t think much mischief has been
done among Mr Campbell’s people, and none among
Mr Crofton’s, who is himself in the country. As for yours, they have
declared their resolution to be directed by you, so they will be right,
spight [sic] of the management of Mr Nesbitt, which has been very
extraordinary, for I was the day before yesterday with George Latimer,
and found him uninformed of your intention to give me your interest ... .
This neglect, Mr Nesbitt’s declarations in every company, and his even
hazarding your interest in this county by his speech in Mohill, which will
be followed by his voting against me, as I am informed, serve to show
with how much sincerity he professed himself my friend ...’. He
complains that Nesbitt also ‘misrepresented my interest to be weak and
declining in this county, [which] I hope the event of our election will
sufficiently prove’ to be false.

Ms. 36,029/6

1745: 1753:
1777

Miscellaneous papers of Nathaniel Clements,
including:

24 Aug. 1745

Letter from Ant[hony] Malone, Roscommon, to

Killadoon List in NLI printed 20/11/07

Page 36

KILLADOON PAPERS

DATE

DESCRIPTION

Clements, Treasury Office, Dublin, giving his reasons
for not altering a draft agreement between Mrs
[Katherine] Conolly and Mrs Conyngham, with
particular reference to the claim of Francis Pierpoint Burton to a charge of
£5,000 on the Conolly estate. Malone answers for Mr Tisdall’s settling it
‘in a proper manner’.
7 Nov. 1753

Memo. about the borough of Kilbeggan,
Co. Westmeath.

‘Upon the death of Mr [Charles] Lambart, late
representative for Kilbeggan, the seat in parliament
was intended for his son, Colonel [Hamilton] Lambart, who being upon
an establishment out of the kingdom and somewhat embarrassed, he
proposed to sell it. His brother, Mr [Gustavus] Lambart, unwarily
consented. Upon a report that the seat was intended for sale, Lord
Belfield recommended Dr Andrews, and after some conferences and
letters, Mr Lambart promised by letter 26th September to make the choice
of him if he were equal to any other bidder.
Immediately after this promise, Mr Lambart, upon the remonstrance of
some friends, was convinced that the seat, being a public trust, ought not
to be sold, and communicated his sentiments to the Colonel, desiring his
opinion and resolution.
In the interim, Lord Belfield and Dr Andrews came to Mr Lambart’s
house to negotiate the sale. Mr Lambart to them confirmed the promise,
provided his brother should not come into parliament, and in the several
subsequent conferences and letters, expressed the like reservation.
Colonel Lambart in his answer to Mr Lambart’s letter declares (though he
was before determined [and] had agreed to sell) against selling the seat
and desires to be elected himself. Mr Lambart accordingly intends to
elect him.
Dr Andrews, on the other hand, claims the promise of the 26 September,
conceiving it to be absolute and without any reservation in favour of the
Colonel. Mr Lambart apprehends that as such reservation was naturally
implied and not necessary to have been expressed, supposing that Mr [sic]
Andrews could only expect the benefit of his promise in case the seat
should be sold, but ought not to expect that the same should be put to sale
merely on his account. ...’
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Dr Andrews and Mr Lambart are determined to act as men of honour and
therefore are putting the matter to arbitration.

Ms. 36,030/1-6 1768-1804

Ms. 36,030/1

1777:
1799-1801

Correspondence of Robert Clements, 1st Earl of
Leitrim, as follows:

Letters to Lord Leitrim from his elder son, Nathaniel,
Lord Clements, later 2nd Earl of Leitrim, with retained
drafts or copies of some of Lord Leitrim’s replies,
mainly about their quarrel over the Union.

The bundle principally comprises:
6 Oct. 1799

Lord Clements, Youghal [Co. Cork, where he was
stationed as Colonel of the Donegal Militia], to Lord
Leitrim, Brighton.

‘... I really am more distressed than I know how to
express at the idea of differing in sentiment with you
on any subject, much more upon so important a one as that of the Union,
but I trust you know me too well to suppose for a moment that I could
differ from you upon that or upon any other subject from any motive but
that of the most sincere conviction. I have for a long time had reason to
imagine that your opinion was in favour of a Union, and I believe you
were equally acquainted with my sentiments, as, exclusive of my having
voted against it, I never disguised my opinion. I have endeavoured to
acquire all the information that I could upon the subject, and have both
read and thought much upon the question; and the result is a decided
conviction of its impolicy and inexpediency.
I hope you will not imagine that I mean by this in the slightest degree to
blame the part that you intend taking, which would be very great
presumption in me indeed. All that I am anxious about is to justify myself
from the suspicion of having taken up an opinion hastily or lightly. That I
may possibly be mistaken I do not pretend to deny, but in all questions of
this nature a man can decide only according to the best of his judgement,
... and feeling as I do upon the subject I trust you will not continue to
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insist upon my being absent whenever it is again discussed. ...’ He
considers it unthinkable that either of them could be ‘... classed among
those despicable persons who have made a semblance of opposition to the
measure merely to enhance their price. ...’
[post 6 Oct.
1799]

Draft of Lord Leitrim’s reply.

‘... What you say on the subject of the Union I cannot
disapprove, but am sorry our opinions are so very
different, being sure that till some alteration is made as
to Ireland no one can live in peace or quietness there. I have consulted or
talked over the subject with many sensible persons who wish well to
Ireland, and are much concerned in its prosperity, and they are all of a
decided opinion that nothing but an Union with England will make it an
habitable country, and that it is the only measure to secure our properties
and our persons in peace and quietness. I fear you are prejudiced by
keeping company with B[owes] Daly and G[eorge] Ponsonby, who act
from pique and selfish motives. Everyone knows that they would go to
any length to overturn the present ministry.’
11 Nov. 1799

Lord Clements, Baltinglass, [Co. Wicklow, where he
was now stationed with the Co. Donegal Militia], to
Lord Leitrim, Brighton, again defending his opinion
with regard to the Union, and going on to say:

‘... This country is in a most miserable state. There is not a village within
a circle of ten miles that was not burned during the Rebellion; this town
alone escaped, in consequence of which it is now so crowded with people
from the neighbouring villages that there is scarce such a thing as a
lodging to be had. Many of the officers are living in garrets such as you
would not put a livery servant into. Everything of course exorbitantly
dear. I pay 3/6 for my horses ...’, which he thinks must be even dearer
than the going rate in Brighton.
He refers to ‘Mr C.’s kindness’ [their cousin, John Clements of 43 Upper
Grosvenor Street, London, an East India merchant and perhaps a banker?]
in securing a berth in an East Indiaman for the son of Lord Clements’s
adjutant in the Donegal Militia, and mentions that he has ‘heard nothing
of [Nathaniel] Sneyd’s match’.
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Lord Leitrim, [Tunbridge Wells], to Lord Clements.

‘I have received yours in answer to mine of the 5th of
August, and I am sorry to say that your answer was
just what I expected, for I have long perceived your
wish to oppose government on the measure of the Union was a plausible
pretence for entering into opposition. You may recollect that some years
ago I spoke to you upon the subject of your connection with Bowes Daly
and the Ponsonbys. Since that time, you have seldom attended in
parliament and when you did attend, you contrived to be absent when the
question was put and seldom voted. I have seen and marked your
parliamentary conduct as have many others. I now am convinced that
what Lord Camden heard of you and mentioned to the Bishop was not
without foundation.
As to your saying “that there are many of the measures of Mr Pitt’s
administration which you disapprove so entirely of, that you can never
reconcile yourself to support them” - you had better be candid and say
your opposition friends will not consent to your giving him your support,
for they expect and hope to go with a long train of opposition friends to
the Imperial Parliament. Mr Pitt’s administration and measures have been
the saving of this country, and prevented the French principles from
spreading here and making us as wretched and as unfortunate a country as
France. The inflammatory speeches of your friends in parliament incited
and raised rebellion, and which made some change necessary for Ireland,
as the country could never go on in the state it has been for some years.
An Union with England was thought the most salutary mode to put down
rebellion and encourage industry. It was approved of by the most wealthy
and by those of most property, and by the loyal protestant interest. It was
disapproved of by disappointed persons who were endeavouring to make
bargains for themselves, but whose terms were of such a nature as no
government could submit to. The opposition has had art sufficient to
draw over a number of young persons to oppose, in which number you are
ranked, with the hopes to pledge them so far as to make every question a
question in which there would be some discussion of the Union.
I could say a great deal more on this subject, but as you have always acted
for yourself and never asked my advice on any measure, but held it rather
cheap, I have seldom attempted to give it, and shall, my dear N[athaniel],
say but little more on it at present, except that I shall not give my consent
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to your opposition to Mr Pitt’s administration. You will do as you please,
and if I should in any way resent it, which I hope I shall never have
occasion for, you may blame yourself.
I hope this will find you and your wife [Mary Bermingham, whom Lord
Clements had married in July] both well and that you have got a house at
Lisburn to please you. I found your mother and sisters all well; Robert
[Hon. Robert Clotworthy Clements, Lord Leitrim’s younger son] met me
in London. We came here together in the curricle and had a most dusty
and hot jaunt. The horses all came safe in very good order considering
the heat of the weather. This place [Tunbridge Wells] very full, but not a
great many of our acquaintances ... .
I cannot find out the measures that you are so averse to support. You
have never mentioned any particulars, only in general that there are many
of his [Pitt’s] measures that you so entirely disapprove of that you cannot
reconcile it to yourself to support them. Indeed, I have long (as I said
before) observed that you did not wish to give your support to
government and latterly avoided voting, but very attentive and steady in
attending when in opposition.
I have received favours from government, particularly on my going over
last spring. Lord Cornwallis asked me how long I intended staying in
Ireland. Upon my answering, until the business of the session was over,
he then said he was glad of it, as I was one of the first upon his list of
peers to go to the Imperial Parliament and hoped that he should send me
to England a peer for life. This is all that ever passed between us upon the
subject, as I never asked it, nor would I, as it would have looked like
making a bargain for my support, which I never have done. When I
receive favours from government unasked I wish to give the measures of
government (particularly when they are generally approved of) my
support. But the only support that can be expected from me is refused. I
shall add nothing more on this subject, only to say that I am still of the
same opinion as when I wrote last.’
21 Sep. 1800

Lord Clements to Lord Leitrim, Tunbridge Wells,
protesting at Lady Leitrim’s refusal to receive Lady
Clements.

‘It was unnecessary in my mother to lay her positive
command upon me not to go to town, as I never intended to have gone
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without her full and free consent. I confess however I am not a little
disappointed as well as hurt at the injunction. I had deceived myself to
the last, and had flattered myself that she would at last have been
prevailed upon to have allowed us to go and see her. You may judge then
what my feelings must have been when I received your letter, and found I
must give up all hopes of seeing her. Mary is not less mortified than
myself; she has too much sensibility not to feel very strongly my mother’s
refusal to see her. ...’
[post-21 Sep.
1800]

Lord Leitrim to Lord Clements.

‘I have just received your letter of the 21st of
September and thought your mother sufficiently
explained to you her motives for not seeing you and
your wife on the short visit she made to Ireland, which was entirely to be
given up to Lady Massereene [Lady Leitrim’s mother], and any
interruption would have agitated her so much that it would have made her
ill. Her nerves were not equal to it. She would not have had time to have
made any acquaintance with your wife and seeing you without her would
have had an unpleasant appearance. Therefore, she thought it better to
deny herself the pleasure, as she could not do it to her satisfaction.
As to your letter of the 3rd [of September], I thought it unnecessary to
answer it, as I cannot add anything more on the subject of your
parliamentary conduct, particularly as you still seem determined that you
cannot reconcile it to your conscience to support many of the measures of
Mr Pitt’s administration. ...’
8 Oct. 1800

Draft and original of a letter from Lord Clements,
Lisburn, to Lord Leitrim, Ramsgate. The draft is much
longer than the original, and so is the text which has
been preferred.

‘I sit down to answer your letter under greater uneasiness of mind than I
ever experienced in writing to you before. ... I hope you will not imagine
that in what I am going to say I mean in the slightest degree to blame
either the part you have hitherto taken in support of the Union or that
which you mean to take in future in the Imperial Parliament. That,
indeed, would be very great presumption in me. But nothing can be
farther from my intention. I know the purity of your mind, and that you
are incapable of acting from any but the most disinterested motives. I
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only hope that you will give me equal credit for good intentions. ...
By the establishment of the Union, the situation and duty of an Irish
member is perfectly new, and many questions must come under
discussion in the Imperial Parliament which never were agitated in the
Irish Parliament. The war, for instance (not to mention many others),
with regard to its necessity or policy, never was discussed in the Irish
Parliament. Whatever opinions I might entertain upon that subject, as a
member of the Irish Parliament I never should have hesitated to have
supported it. I was always of opinion that Ireland was bound by every
principle of good faith to support England in any war in which she might
be engaged, without reference to its merits. To have acted otherwise
would have amounted to a dissolution of the connection between the two
kingdoms. But England and Ireland being now united, there can be no
distinction between English and Irish members. Each must decide every
question upon the same principles; and thinking as I do upon the subject, I
have only to lament that I cannot reconcile it to my conscience to give the
same support to the war which I imagine you intend giving. ...
Should you ... wish me to retain my seat, I am far from desirous of giving
any factious or systematic opposition to government. I feel the necessity
of government being generally supported in these critical times ... . Still
less is it my wish to enter into any party or to be connected with any set of
men whatever in opposition to government. That I hope you will not
suspect me of. Was I disposed to enter into party, what party could I
prefer to that which you support? ...’
20 Nov. 1800

Lord Clements, Lisburn, to Lord Leitrim, Sackville
Street, Dublin, reporting that General Drummond is
‘highly pleased’ with the regiment [see Ms. 36,058/6].
Clements has had a visit from Lord and Lady
Castlereagh. [The Hon. and Rev.] Pierce Meade is recently married to
Miss Percy, and Lady F. Moore is about to marry ‘Hearth Money’
Vandeleur. Clements hopes the Lisburn air, ‘reckoned remarkably good’,
will restore Mrs Bermingham’s health.
The passage about the militia review is as follows: ‘... General
Drummond reviewed the regiment this morning, and notwithstanding the
disadvantages of very bad ground, and having a great number of recruits,
he expressed himself highly pleased with its appearance, which he said
was superior to any regiment in his brigade. I was very much
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disappointed in not receiving my new caps before the review, which with
swords and some other appointments for the regiment are coming from
London, and I am greatly afraid that the ship on board of which they
were, is lost in the late storms, as it is above a fortnight since she sailed
from Dublin for Belfast, and has not been since heard of. ...’
18 Dec. 1800

Lord Clements, Leitrim, to Lord Leitrim, Ramsgate.

‘I cannot express how sensibly hurt and mortified I am
at the contents of your last letter. I never could have
imagined that any part of my conduct would have led
you to consider my professions as insincere, as it has ever been my study
to please you in every action of my life, and I flatter myself that if you
look back to my past conduct you will find that it does not justify you in
asserting that what I have written to you is “mere palaver”.
You must be sensible, my dear father, that a man cannot live in the world
to the age that I am without having any opinions. You cannot possibly
suppose me such a child as to have no opinions of my own at all. There
are many opinions which are in themselves a matter of indifference, but
when such opinions are connected with ideas of right and wrong, to give
them up is one of the greatest sacrifices a man can make, but to be obliged
to act in direct contradiction to them is the most severe task that can
possibly be imposed. When I professed my disposition to support
Ministers as often as I could, consistently with my own opinion, when I
promised you I would never vote in opposition to your wishes, when I
even declared my willingness to vacate my seat in parliament and to
sacrifice to motives of principle what is to most people an object of
considerable ambition, I really thought I had done as much as any son
could be expected to do under similar circumstances, and as much as a
father could require, and notwithstanding what you say in allusion to my
grandfather, I must say, and I think it a duty I owe to myself to insist upon
it, that you could not possibly be more anxious to please him, than I have
always been to please you.
But you are still dissatisfied and threaten me that, in case I persist in my
opinion “our meeting in London will not be a pleasant one”. The idea of
experiencing any diminution of affection from you or of meeting my
family in any respect in a different manner from what I have hitherto
done, and particularly after so long a separation from them, is so painful,
that there are very few things I would not submit to in order to avoid it. ...
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I shall therefore certainly throw myself upon your mercy and agree to act
as you desire. ...’

30 Dec. 1800

Lord Leitrim to Lord Clements.

‘Your last letter of the 18th has given me pleasure and
am glad you have found some cause for complying
with my wishes. Had you found it sooner it would
have been more flattering to me; at present I am in some measure obliged
to my family, as you say you did not wish to experience the meeting your
family in a different manner than what you have hitherto done and
particularly after the long separation from them. However, as I am not
very difficult to please, I shall now waive all comments and hope for the
future I shall not have any farther occasion to renew the subject, but
always experience from you that affection and anxiety to please me that
you have so often in your letters expressed, and I flatter myself you will
always find me kind, indulgent and ready to comply with your wishes, as
far as I consistently could ...’.
6 Dec. 1801

Lord Leitrim, Ramsgate, to Lord Clements, Sackville
Street, Dublin, about delays in the Leitrims’ getting
possession of a house in London.

‘... I am glad to hear that you think yourself so well
supported in Leitrim. Personal application will be necessary. No election
was ever carried by letters or fine-penned paragraphs. I have seen your
advertisement, which I entirely disapprove of. I dislike declarations, and
never till now did I hear of your making any when you was last elected. I
suppose your uncle Henry, I and some other of your near connections are
some of the political apostates that you have held up to the public. Your
advertisement won’t get you one vote. It may very likely lose you some.
I never made declarations - only offered myself to the electors and
requested their votes, and I succeeded. ...
As soon as I wrote the above I have received your letter, which was above
weight and charged four shillings and sixpence. I am not inclined to write
to Mr Gore, as his letter does not seem to require my writing. He is
already engaged to Jones, who once treated him very ill.’
14 Dec. 1801
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Ramsgate.
‘I am extremely concerned to find that you disapprove
of my address to the county of Leitrim, but I am much
more hurt at hearing that you could for a moment suppose that I meant in
the slightest manner to allude either to you or Uncle Henry, and if you
will only consider what I have said for an instant, you must I think be
convinced, not only that it does not apply to either of you, but that by no
possibility could I intend it should.
You may not perhaps recollect at this distance of time the circumstances
that took place when I was elected, but I am very certain that I told you
that a test was proposed to me previous to my election to oppose a Union
in case such a measure was ever brought forward. I refused to take the
test, as I declared that, if I was elected, I would go into parliament free
and unfettered in my opinion, but that if the county wished to know my
opinion, though I would not pledge myself to vote either one way or the
other, that [sic] my opinion then was decidedly adverse to an Union, and
that I did not foresee any circumstance that could possibly reconcile me to
it. This certainly did not pledge me to oppose the Union, though it would
have obliged me to have stated some strong reasons for a change of
sentiment if I had voted for it. But not having done so, it certainly
enabled me to take some little merit with the county on the ground of
consistency, which was all I intended to allude to in my advertisement.
I have every reason to believe that I stand very well with the county in
general, and both Jones and Latouche profess that they have no intention
of opposing me. Still, however, when there are three candidates for two
places, there can be no certainty, and particularly in the case of
electioneering, where so many stratagems and manoeuvres are practised.
Had there been no contest, it never would have occurred to me to take any
notice of my political conduct. But when I had to contend with the art
and address of Jones on the one hand, and the money of Latouche on the
other, in neither of which can I pretend to cope with them, it certainly
would have been imprudent in me not to avail myself of every
circumstance that could make for my interest ... . Where a candidate has a
strong interest as a foundation, the popular opinion is undoubtedly a most
powerful reinforcement. In fact, I have reason to believe that I have
gained by it considerably, for besides having the principal interests in the
county (with the exception of one or two) in my favour, all the letters
which I have received from the county assure me that I am considered as
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the popular candidate and as being perfectly safe, and that the contest will
lie entirely between Mr Jones and Mr Latouche; and several gentlemen
have given me their interest expressly on the ground of the consistency of
my conduct who, though they may not be men of large fortunes or known
to you, have greater weight and influence than men of much larger estates
who do not reside in the county. ...
With regard to going down to the county, I wrote you what I thought upon
that subject some days ago, and have only to add that I am ready to set out
if you still think it necessary. ...’

Ms. 36,030/2

1801-2

Letters to Lord Leitrim from the agent for his
Co. Donegal estate, the Rev. Archibald McCausland of
Fernhill, Letterkenny [see also Ms. 36,065/5],
including the original of a letter to McCausland from
Lord Leitrim. The topics covered include: Lord Leitrim’s aversion to
grant a toties quoties lease; the desirability of his obtaining a patent to
hold monthly fairs at Kilmacrenan and Milford which, apart from
anything else, would yield him a significant income in tolls; the lease of
the Lackagh fishery; and the prospects for mining on the estate. The
bundle includes:
[c.1802?]

McCausland to Lord Leitrim.

‘I am now engaged making out for your Lordship such
a book of the College lands as your Lordship wishes,
except ... the number of acres of each farm, which I
cannot possibly insert, as I have no survey of the College lands. ...’

Ms. 36,030/3

7 May 1804

Original of a letter from Lord Leitrim, Grosvenor
Square, London, to his second son, the Hon. Robert
Clotworthy Clements, Oriel College, Oxford.

‘I imagine you are now quite well settled and feel at
home at Oxford. I continue still very poorly and get weaker every day
and the fine weather has not revived me in the least. Let me know how
you spend your time and what you do with your tutor. I hope you read in
your own room, and will endeavour to throw off that indolent disposition
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that you have been so long subject to. This is the time for improving
yourself, and making yourself acquainted with the laws and constitutions
of your country. What you read now will make more impression on you,
and you will remember better, than anything you may read or study
hereafter. Oxford is no place of dissipation, but a place for young men to
improve themselves. ...’

Ms. 36,030/4

1764-9

Miscellaneous letters and papers of Robert Clements,
including:

21 June 1764

[Original?] of a letter from Robert Clements to
[William] Burton [its original orthography preserved
in a transcript made by H.J.B. Clements].

‘I returned last Sunday from the Curragh Meeting,
where I was as usual unsuccessful, I won every day upon the Turf backing
the Field against the Crack Horse, but was every night broke at the Round
Table. We had a very good party, never dines less than twelve at the Hunt
Room, we elected Staples. Conolly’s horses were all beat as usual, he
gave Lambert 2 hundred and twenty five Gs for his Guelding the morning
he was to run, & he was easily beat, tho backed for much Money against
the Field, however he made it up at the Hazard Table having won about 3
hundred there. St Leger was cut up to the tune of thirteen hundred, which
was won mostly by Kitty Bourke. Harry Gore came off very well having
won about two hundred and fifty.
Dublin is now totally deserted, the Trevors went of yesterday, Miss
Trevor desires you will send the Gloves to Britain Street, the Fortescues,
Murrays etc are gone to Reynoldstown to prepare for the Monaghan
Races, which begin next Monday. Nobody in Town but the Husseys, Bob
Sandford and I, we go to Harry Gore’s in the County Wicklow tomorrow.
I am obliged to attend the Treasury almost every post Day which prevents
me going from Town for any Time. Mr and Mrs S—rs are parted and
poor Dody is in great distress, the Particulars of this Affair I have not yet
heard, but shall see Dody tomorrow who will give me an Account of it.
The King’s letter for the three Peerages is come over, you will see my
name [as a candidate for Co. Donegal at the by-election created by the
elevation of Sir Ralph Gore to the peerage] in Saturday’s Papers. I beg
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you will write to your Friends in the County Donnegal in Favour of me &
mention them that Lord Conyngham gives me his Interest.
I have sold my house to Sandford & my Father while I was out of Town
seized the Money & won’t give me a Farthing, so I have neither Money
nor House. Sandford, the Bishop & my Father sailed last Saturday. Bad
news for you Mrs. Burton is with Child, all at the Park desire their
Compts to you, Willy is drinking Goat’s Whey with Harry Gore. Believe
me yours &c. &c., R.C.
I was at Staples Wedding, she was a Melancholy Bride between you and
I, I hope she will improve.’
29 July 1764

‘A return of workmen employed at Killadoon for the
use of William Clements Esq. for the week ending the
29th of July under the care of Richard Whittle ... .’
The work all relates to hay, ploughing, turnips, the
lime kiln, etc. The bill comes to £6 11s 6d.
4 Jan. 1768

Letter from R. Underwood to Robert Clements,
Killadoon. ‘Mr Fitzgerald is now here and begs to
know if you will purchase his interest in Killadoon or
not. ... Enclosed [not found] is the state of the lands I
took from his mouth this morning. I spoke this day to your father about it.
He says, if Rooney and Feenaghy’s leases are reasonable, Fitzgerald’s
demand is not unreasonable. For my part, [I] think as you have built a
wall, expect a reversionary lease and want a conveniency, you must
purchase. ...’
7 Oct. 1768

R. Edge, Ballyshannon, to [Robert Clements].

‘As your friend at the last election for our county [of
Donegal], I presume to hope you will not be offended
at the freedom I take in thus troubling you. Some time
ago, Mr Knox [Andrew Knox of Prehen, Londonderry, MP for
Co. Donegal, 1743-68] acquainted me he had applied to Mr Clements
(your father) to get my son, William Edge, advanced to a lieutenancy in
the navy, and that he was so kind [as] to promise his friendship and
assistance on that wished-for occasion. ... I presume Mr Clements from
the great hurry of business he was at the time engaged in, and in which I
am glad he met with success, has forgot the application. ... The friend who
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recommended him [Edge’s son] is now out of parliament, and the two
captains he was recommended to are both dead, or he would have had a
lieutenancy before this. If it could be purchased, as it cannot, I would not
be troublesome to my friends. ...’
26 Dec. 1768

[The 1st Earl of] Mornington (letter post-marked
Summerhill [Co. Meath]) to Robert Clements,
Sackville Street, Dublin, expressing regret that
Mornington was absent when Clements ‘... called at
Dangan [near Trim, Co. Meath] some time ago and ... [was] told all the
family were from home. ... I only went ... to dinner at Summerhill, and
should have been happy to have found you at the castle when I returned,
being totally alone, as Lady M. was then in the north. I write this lest you
should imagine I had ordered myself to be denied, a thing I never do. But
if I did, I promise you that order should not extend to you, whom I shall
wish to see at all times that suit your convenience.’

Ms. 36,030/5

1770-1804

Miscellaneous letters and papers of Robert Clements,
Lord Leitrim, including:

3 Aug. 1771

Henry Roche to Robert Clements, Killadoon.
‘Enclosed [not found] you have the bill of
measurement with the alterations you ordered; also the
cash received on account. There is 13 window stools
on the ground, exclusive of 2 broken ditto with some pieces of caseing
which may be of use about the building; also 37 feet of champhered
base ...’. What is in good repair will make up 156 feet of window
stooling.
6 Nov. 1773

Sir John Blaquiere [the Chief Secretary], Dublin
Castle, to Robert Clements informing him of his
supersession as a Commissioner of the Customs and
offering him a pension of £600 per annum in
compensation.

Jan. 1782

‘Memorial of the inhabitants of the ... manors of
Hamilton and Glenboy ... to Robert Clements Esq. ...
That the principal and only trade that the inhabitants of
Manor Hamilton had to support themselves and family
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heretofore was the distilling of whiskey, which not only brought an
immediate return to them in cash, but fed their cattle that could not
otherwise subsist on the small holdings of lands they were mostly
confined to, and also caused such a price for grain as encouraged the
farmers to till the mountainous parts of their ground, which enabled them
to pay their rents.
That the late act of parliament against distilling has entirely put a stop to
that trade in this country, none of the former distillers being able to pay
the duty; in consequence of which, those tenants who were encouraged by
getting perpetual leases of tenements to build houses, on which they laid
out most part of their substance, are ruined, as the greater number of the
houses are now waste and in a declining state, the occupiers having gone
to other parts to seek a livelihood, in consequence of which the town must
shortly be a ruin.
That memorialists cannot devise any method so effectually to prevent the
ruin of the town and country as to obtain one annual assizes and two
quarter sessions at Manor Hamilton, being a more central situation for the
county than Carrick, and that by the late improvements in building and
fitting up houses, the judges and gentlemen will most certainly find the
accommodation so much better than at Carrick that, upon trial, they will
prefer it, besides the advantage of its being within ten miles of Sligo, the
next assizes town, and a fine road to it. ...
That ... having the assizes alternately at Manor Hamilton hath always
been and is still the earnest desire of all the gentlemen and inhabitants of
the lower part of this county, who think it a great hardship to be
summoned twice a year from the sea to Carrick, being the verge of the
county of Roscommon above thirty miles, to attend as jurors on records,
nisi prius and other trials.
That if a small premium was granted to the largest buyer and seller of
brown cloth and linen yarn in Manor Hamilton the first Thursday in every
month, it would in a short time encourage a linen and yarn market that
would be of very great benefit, and the best method to establish the linen
manufacture in this country.
May it therefore please your honour to take memorialists’ case into
consideration, and employ your interest with government to get the judges
to hold the assizes once a year and two quarter sessions at Manor
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Hamilton, and also to assist [sic] the premium for the yarn and linen
market.’
The annual expense of this last is reckoned at £22 3s. The memorial
contains 50 original signatures, the first signatory being the curate, the
Rev. Edward Hamilton.
28 June 1782

Petition to Robert Clements of Robert Leeper of
Ballinatone, Co. Donegal, reciting that Leeper paid
Nathaniel Clements £1,218 in 1764 for the woods of
Lisnabrack, near Manor Hamilton. Three-quarters of
this sum he paid at once, and the remainder by November 1772. He has
encountered huge difficulties in making anything from the woods, his
partner in the transaction has emigrated to America, and in his old age
Leeper has got into severe financial difficulties.
29 Sep. 1787

Daniel Chambers [agent for the Co. Donegal estate],
Rockhill, [Co. Donegal], to Lord Leitrim about estate
affairs.

‘I have had the pleasure of your Lordship’s favour by
last post with Mr [William] Bristow’s [Rector of Kilmacrenan from 1787]
letter enclosed. He has glebe lands in abundance adjoining his church for
the accommodation of his curate [Rev. Thomas Draffan], upon which
several rectors and curates have lived alternately, I suppose at least an
hundred years, near half that time to my own knowledge.
Lower Tawny lies about half a mile almost due east from the church, and
contains by Hanly’s survey in 1767 129 acres 1 rood 18 perches of arable,
pasture and meadow grounds and 13 acres 3 roods 1 perch of moor and
bog upon the banks of the River Lennon and subject to its inundations. I
hope it will be out of lease at November next, from which time I have
advertised it to be set as your Lordship will see by the enclosed [not
found]. I intend as soon as the crop is cut down to get it subdivided and
think it will make 5 or 6 farms and bring about £100 yearly in place of
£21.10.0, if set in the manner I propose, and I can have abundance of
tenants for it in your Lordship’s lands which are at present so crowded as
not to afford bread for their families, which must keep them poor.
If your Lordship wishes to give Mr Bristow’s tenants a preference to your
own, by his permitting them to hold lands out of lease within a few yards
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of the church and procuring a convenience from your for his curate, your
Lordship will please to let him know, ... [and] give me orders to let him
have 15 or 20 acres cut off for him at that end of the farm next the church
at a fair value, whereon he may build; but lest a like seeming
inconvenience should happen in future, that you will by any lease you
may grant, reserve the succession of the farm to the next curate, he paying
the value of the house to his predecessor. The parish is let for £500 yearly
and we have not had a resident rector, except sometimes for the letting of
the tithes perhaps a month in a year, these forty-five years past. Threefourths and upwards of the tithes [are] paid by your Lordship’s tenants
and not a shilling of it expended among them.
£200 with the interest was ready to be paid your Lordship upon the sale of
Mr McCausland’s estate, and as soon as I can see the attorney who
entered the judgements your Lordship shall be waited on with a
satisfaction to be signed by you, and then the money will be paid. I
returned on Saturday evening last, after a circuit through part of the
College lands and from the north-east part of your estate to the north-west
through Fanet, Rosgull, Doe and Cloghaneely. Near Muckish, on the
lands of Dunmore, I found six new houses all covered in and inhabited
except one. Your Lordship’s proportion of the expense about two guineas
each for liming, etc. This little colony may be justly deemed a new
purchase, and my errand in this excursion was to view improvements
which are going on in every place, except where middle men hold under
your Lordship and the poor undertenants are unable to get forward. I
have secured the rents of five towns, two in the College lands, two in
Rosgull and one in Fanet, which I could not for several years get effect,
and have got rid of some very bad tenants.
I am much obliged to your Lordship for allowing me an accommodation
in some part of your estate. I wished for it in Fanet, being the residence
and receptacle of the greatest rogues in our county. Mr Patton talked of
going to live with his son-in-law, Mr McClintock. I proposed asking his
house, but he would not. He’s an easy, good-natured man and did not
wish I should disturb the peace of that country. There is a place out of
lease and tenants also upon the mountain above Rosapenna where I could
build a lodge, which by a new road I have nearly finished would bring one
within one hour’s ride of almost all the bottom of Fanet and only one
ferry to interfere. This might suit both sides of that country. The rent of
the farm is £18.18s - which the two tenants were either unable or
unwilling to pay. However, I would wish to give them some part that
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they might be equal to, though indeed they have been very bad and
unprofitable tenants, no improvement whatever being made on the farm,
which really appears a waste.
Our crops of every kind seem very good and all safe except the oats
which are not half cut down, and in the barony of Kilmacrenan they are
just beginning. By the indulgence of the bailiffs, and contrary to my
repeated instructions, too many of the College land tenants have run into
arrears, which I must now go in person and put a stop to and secure all
that is due. This and various other businesses, dividing farms, settling
mearings, etc, will prevent my being able to wait on your Lordship sooner
than about six weeks hence, but I shall take the liberty of acquainting your
Lordship ten days before I set out.
Mr Kavanagh has been just now with me. I don’t much like him, but I’m
told he has married into a very reputable family and as he might be
troublesome to get rid of, if your Lordship pleases to let him have a cut
out of this farm, I think he will improve on it and be well able to pay the
rent. Several others have been here here about this farm and among the
rest I received the proposal enclosed [not found]. Your Lordship will
please to observe that this farm is fully tenanted at present, and whether
Mr Bristow or your Lordship should remove the tenants, there are five
living on Tawny. ...’
17 Jan. 1791

Daniel Chambers, Rockhill, to Lord Leitrim. He
hopes ‘... Lady Leitrim, Mr Clements and the young
ladies will not leave Bath until the weather is quite
settled’. Last summer’s indulgence has made getting
in rents difficult. He reports the death, at Lord Sunderlin’s, of Dr
Jephson, ‘late of the next parish to me’.
22 June 1798

Petition to Lord Leitrim from his employees at
Killadoon [its original orthography preserved in a
transcript made by Eléonore, Mrs H.J.B. Clements],
following a raid on the house by the local United
Irishmen.

‘I hope your Lordship will Excuse us for taking the Liberty of troubling
your Lordship but the Situation we are in at present renders it necessary.
The night the rebels attacked your Lordships House our names being all
on our Doors the[y] had nothing to Do but Call us all. We Dare not be
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out of our House for fear of the army, so the[y] brought Thos. Lynaugh
and Bowdler Aprentice Down to Killadoon and left more of us prisoners
at the gate untill such time as they returned. Thos. Lynaugh seeing them
going to plunder in the House he got A Bayonet and stood at the Door and
swore the first man that would Come in he would have his Life on the
same he wounded two of them.
Then the[y] brought us all along with them and Kept A guard on us for
two or three Days untill we seemed to be Contented then on Satterday we
found an opportunity to send off two of the Bullox the rest was killed and
them the[y] Intended to fatten that was prooved against us and then two or
three of us was taken again and Thos. Lynaugh was to be shot on account
of his Brother Deceiving them before but the Colonel got him off so on
tuesday morning when they were preparing to go to Battle he told us that
if we would assist him that we would make our Escape and bring home
some of your Lordship’s horses with us, so we agreed, and it was not in
our power to get any of them but one Cart and horse and the Little mare.
With them we made our Escape so we have nothing to rely on for our
lives but your Lordship’s goodness to protect us from the military and let
us return to our Business. The men about your Lordship always kept
themselves free from that business. Now if your Lordship takes us into
Consideration we and our families shall be Bound to pray for your
Lordship ...’.
[1804]

‘Bill of costs [presented by Thomas Faris and settled
on 31 March 1806] with the late Rt Hon. Robert, Earl
of Leitrim.’ Most of this related to the estate of the
late Rt Hon. Thomas Conolly, with which Lord
Leitrim had been concerned as a trustee.
In February 1803, there is the following entry (unrelated to the Conolly
estate): ‘A debt of £3,400 being due by the Rt Hon. Nathaniel Clements to
the Earl of Shannon, but not known how same was secured, and Lord
Leitrim desirous of discharging same, ... [on] examining the searches, no
judgements appeared ..., whereupon a release containing an indemnity
would be sufficient, and taking instructions to prepare same ...; Mr Martin
[Lord Shannon’s attorney] having got the release executed by Lord
Shannon, attending with him at the Treasury [of which Shannon was First
Lord], when the whole was settled.’
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Letter of condolence to Lord Leitrim’s widow,
Elizabeth, Countess Dowager of Leitrim, from Lady
Louisa Conolly.

III Family and personal correspondence of the 2nd Earl of Leitrim and Lady Leitrim,
c.1785-1854
Mss. 36,03136,032

c.1785-1847

Ms. 36,031/1-7 c.1785-c.1830

Correspondence of Nathaniel, 2nd Earl of Leitrim, and
his wife, Mary (née Bermingham), with their
respective parents, sisters and brothers-in-law, as
follows:

Correspondence of Mrs William Bermingham, Lady
Clements/Leitrim’s widowed mother, as follows:

Ms. 36,031/1

c.1785: 1793-9

Letters to Mrs Bermingham from her daughter, Mary.

Ms. 36,031/2

July 1800: N.D.:
July 1801

Letters to Mrs Bermingham (and one to Mrs
Bermingham’s other daughter, Anne) from her
daughter, Mary, now Lady Clements, including:

27 July 1800

Lady Clements, [Killadoon], to Mrs Bermingham
about the expected visit of her new father-in-law [the
Clementses had been married three days earlier], Lord
Leitrim.

‘... We have just had a great fright by a loud knock on the door, which
turned out to be Lady Clare and Mrs Trench. It put us in a monstrous fuss,
though strict orders had been a thousand times given for not admitting
mortal. We are not likely to have any visitors except Lord Leitrim, and
couleur de rose I will let you know the moment I learn what day Lord L.
purposes coming down, for as I before mentioned I think it better, Dearest
Mother, that you and my sweetest Nina [her sister Anne, afterwards Lady
Charlemont] should not come until after him. I will tell you the particulars
when that happy day arrives. ...’
July 1800
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[ie. Clements] seems very happy at the idea of being
your guest. ... As to the favours, about a dozen will be
sufficient, as there are five men and six women. ...’ As
to tipping/paying ‘Lord Cleo’s man and groom, pray tell me what would be
right and handsome’.
[28] July 1800

Lady Clements, [Killadoon], to Mrs Bermingham.

‘... Lord Cleo [ie. Clements] seems very happy at the
idea of being your guest. ... As to the favours, about a
dozen will be sufficient as there are five men and six
women. ... The servants here have all lived 20 and 30 years in the family and
as Ellis informs me quite adore Lord C., which of course makes them more
anxious for favours than for money ... . Indeed, I should be ashamed after so
long expecting these favours to send them money. ...’ As to tipping/paying
‘... Lord Cleo’s man and groom, pray tell me what would be right and
handsome’.
[post-28] July
1800

Lady Clements, [Killadoon] to Mrs Bermingham.

She is ‘... in momentary expectation of seeing’ Lord
Leitrim. ‘The Bishop, Lady Tyrawly and her mother
have just now left their tickets.’ Lord
Clements is ‘positively against my seeing indifferent people at present. ...
I have walked almost over the entire place ... . The house is excessively
comfortable, but far different from Lady Milltown’s description. We live in
a small round room at the end, and have kept it very cool by your example,
keeping the shutters at the sunny end constantly shut in the middle of the
day. We sit in this room all morning. We dine at six, walk from seven till
ten and then drink tea and are now reading les Voeux Teméraires by turns.
Lord Cleo [Clements] has just given me the prettiest edition of Bell’s
English poets that you ever saw, all enclosed in [a] great book for travelling.
I long to show it you. Don’t you remember my always planning to buy
Bell’s edition when extremely rich? I study as much as possible to please
and amuse him, which indeed I have not hitherto found difficult, as he is so
mild, so good and gentle that he never appears out of humour or impatient at
anything. He continues still an angel. God of Heaven send that he does not
change.
I daresay you are anxious to know my dress the morning Lord L. is
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expected. I will tell you it all, Dearest, Dearest Mother, but you must not
scream at my extravagance, as I reflected a long while on what it ought to be
and concluded in my own mind that at such moment, and particularly when I
shall have so very few opportunities of seeing Lord L., it could not possibly
be too much recherché ...’.

Ms. 36,031/3

1802: 1825

Letters to Mrs Bermingham from Lady
Clements/Leitrim, including:

1 Jan. 1802

Lady Clements, Garadice, Ballyconnell, to Mrs
Bermingham, 38 Sackville Street, Dublin.

‘... This is an excessive pretty place and Mr and Mrs
Percy [the owners] are all goodness to me. Mr Percy
the first day of our being here drank my health after dinner to wish me
success, and in the handsomest manner possible gave me his interest, as
perhaps you did not know that he had not before declared, and I believe has
refused Mr J[ones] and Mr L[atouche], though Mrs Percy is first cousin to
Mr J. ... We stopped at Killashandra in our way here, as it was market day,
and being on the borders of the county of Leitrim was a good place for
canvassing. Cleo got a vote in honour of the female canvasser. In short,
every creature I have seen have [sic] been [as] good-natured as possible, and
everybody seems to think that Lord Clements is very safe, and I believe has
undoubtedly the popular voice with him. ... The country from Cavan [to]
here is really beautiful - much wooded and a greater number of lakes than I
ever before saw in so short a drive. They tell me that as I get on in this
county I shall find it very bleak and wild. The roads are excellent and the
inn at Cavan a very tolerable one ... . [Lord Clements] has received the
kindest letter from Lord Granard giving him his interest, and expressing his
regret at its not being more considerable.’
6 Jan. 1802

Lady Clements, Carrick-on-Shannon, to Mrs
Bermingham, 38 Sackville Street, Dublin, about Lord
Clements’s canvass of Co. Leitrim.

‘... I suppose that you have seen Reynolds’s
advertisement in favour of Latouche, which I fear will not give you a very
high opinion of county of Leitrim principles. However, he is a man
thoroughly despised by the whole county, and all they say for it is that he
may yet turn sides a dozen times before the election and speak one way and
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vote another even at the hustings. His interest is to a degree trifling ... . He
deserves silent contempt as his best punishment. ...
Poor Cleo was off this morning at 8 o’clock, though the snow is very deep,
and it is snowing violently ever since he went. He is quite indefatigable and
if the whole county are not Reynolds’s, he stands as well as we could wish.
All the gentlemen are for him in this neighbourhood, Colonel Peyton of Mr
Jones’s regiment excepted, who has likewise some weighty reason for
giving his second voice to Latouche, but who never ceases regretting that his
situation is such that he is prevented voting where his inclination and his
judgement powerfully lead him. Though this town belongs to Mrs St
George, who does not give her interest to Lord C., yet all the inhabitants
have promised him excepting three or four at most, who take time to
consider, but have promised not to vote against him.
9 Jan. 1802

Lady Clements, Carrick-on-Shannon, to Mrs
Bermingham, Sackville Street, mainly about the
possibility that her sister Anne (‘Nina’) will marry
Lord Charlemont.

Lord Clements says that he knows ‘... no young man of either country that
he would prefer; that he was a man of strict honour and principles,
domestically inclined, remarkably well tempered and, in short, he certainly
seems to wish it. I then said “But you say that he is very poor”. Cleo: “Yes,
I believe he is extremely poor. His father was an extremely distressed man,
and of course he must be still more so, having the jointure and children’s
portions de plus. But I hate people who can go and measure and weigh a
man’s state.” I: “No, dearest Cleo, that is not what I mean, but you know
that Nina prefers England to this country, and there an income of perhaps
less than £2,000 a year would go but a short way.” Cleo: “Well, if she likes
him, they may be very happy for all that. He is not a man of expense or of
vanity. He has not a great place to keep up. She is neither expensive nor
vain. She will conform to his interest and pleasure, and ... though it will be
necessary for him to live a great deal in Ireland, yet I am certain that he will
often go to England, and when in Ireland, you must consider he will live in
the best part of it, not in Connaught or those remote places which Nina has
so great a horror of, and then she will have a good library, which is so great
an object to her ...”. He says that he does not believe he can have a clear
income of £2,000 a year ... .
We must remain here till Thursday next. Then we go to Sligo, where there
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are many Leitrim interests. Then to Manor Hamilton, where we are to
remain a week I believe at least, that he may canvass the lower end of this
county ... . Yesterday Mr Slack, a friend of his, came to breakfast. Cleo
asked him his opinion. “Why, milord, the upper end of the county is for Mr
Latouche, the lower end for Mr Jones, and both ends for Lord Clements.” ...
He dined on Thursday with Mr Crofton of Mohill, which is ten miles off ... .
Mr Duke Crofton is Jones’s great friend, and also gives his interest to Lord
C., but he told him that he believed that Lord Clements would have from
300 to 400 majority. Latouche’s very agent says the same. Therefore, I
trust in God that, with the extreme exertions that he is making, that [sic] he
will be safe. The people give him their votes with enthusiasm and the
gentlemen with every mark of warmth, esteem and respect. They call Jones
in this town “Old Reynard”, meaning “Old Fox”, but for all that some say
that he will most certainly succeed; others that Latouche will. ... [Lord
Clements] writes as many letters as usual. He never has a spare moment,
seeing people and writing. ...’
14-16 Jan. 1802

Lady Clements, ‘MacDermot’s on the Hill’, Carrickon-Shannon, to Mrs Bermingham, Sackville Street,
about Lord Charlemont’s proposal and acceptance.

Lord Clements ‘... says that the Bishop of Waterford
[Richard Marlay] will certainly marry them, as he was the late Lord
C[harlemont]’s most particular and most intimate friend. He is delighted at
the [financial] circumstances being so extremely good and so very much
beyond his expectations. We certainly are very fortunate girls, and I repeat
it, dearest Mother, it is all to reward you, as we certainly never deserved so
much happiness.’
17 Jan. 1802

Lady Clements, Friarstown, Dromahair, to Mrs
Bermingham, Sackville Street.

‘... Now that Cleo has gone so far in the county, it
would be an everlasting affront if he returned without
completing his canvass ... . Faris left us on Wednesday last, which I am
sorry for as he knows the country and the people so well that he was of very
great use. Every creature assures me that Cleo is quite safe. I trust that he
is. They all seem to understand his value. The lower order of freeholders
tell him with the greatest enthusiasm that they will support him from their
hearts, for he deserves it. He acted like an honest man and showed himself
the true friend of his country. That the poorest freeholders tell him, and you
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will say that the Irish have no understanding. Oh, they are shrewd and
clever enough. If they were properly treated, they would be the first people
in the world. As Nina is content, I am delighted that she is to marry an
Irishman. It will be much pleasanter for us all and we shall be more together
and more connected than had she settled in England. ...’
29 Sep. 1825

Lady Leitrim, Rosshill [Cong, Co. Mayo], to Mrs
Bermingham, Montpelier Parade, Cheltenham.

‘I am quite determined that my first letter from hence
shall be addressed to you, my ever dearest mother, as
... you will rejoice to hear that ... we found dearest, loveliest Rosshill more
lovely than ever, greener than any emerald, and the trees so very much
grown that even you would I think be astonished could you, or rather would
you, witness their growth ...; and as the trees of Rosshill have grown, so
likewise have those of Peter[s]borough, which add much to the general
view, particularly the wood upon Mr Lynch’s island, which makes a very
fine foreground to the mountains ... .
[On their way] we visited the Archbishop’s Palace [at Tuam] this morning,
which they are painting and papering, and he with his whole family are at
the seaside bathing, which is a bore, as we want to renew [their lease] with
him, and he is exorbitant in his demands. We got to Ballinrobe in three
hours from Tuam, a distance of eighteen miles. We saw Courtney Kenny’s
house and extensive corn stores, the new barrack, the new church and a
monument which we suppose erected to Lord Tyrawly, and a very pretty
house opposite the inn which belongs to Dean Burgh, brother to our Mr
Burgh, who is curate of Celbridge. ...
I [now] sit down to describe the inside of the house, which [James] Fair [the
agent] has with the assistance of our neighbours made as comfortable as
possible. There is a large table opposite the fireplace in the drawing room,
where we have eaten our Michaelmas goose with many other excellent
things, and we are all occupied around it now. The moon is opposite the
middle window, as brilliant as I ever saw it. Fair has borrowed stair
carpeting, which he has extended over the stairs and through the upper
passage. He has put a bed with new calico curtains in the drawing room,
opposite the fireplace, [with] the sofa in the corner of the room, one or two
tables, and a new looking-glass for Lord C[harlemont] to dress at. The room
is carpeted all over and looks very handsome and very comfortable. In the
end room, one of the small beds is placed opposite the fireplace for Maria,
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and in the other room white curtains tied with rich bows make Cleo’s and
my bed appear neat, cheerful and tidy. In short, we want for nothing ... . I
... feel very happy and very grateful to that all-bounteous providence who,
after twenty years of absence from my home, has permitted me again to
revisit it under so many advantageous circumstances. ...’

Ms. 36,031/4

c.1799-c.1820

Letters to Mrs Bermingham from her other daughter,
Anne, and Anne’s husband, Francis William Caulfeild,
2nd Earl of Charlemont.

Ms. 36,031/5

1800-1825?

Letters to Mrs Bermingham from Lord Clements/the
2nd Earl of Leitrim, including:

1 Oct. 1825

Lord Leitrim, Rosshill, to Mrs Bermingham,
Montpelier Parade, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire,
reporting that he arrived the previous Tuesday at
Benown (Colonel Caulfeild’s), ‘a most
beautiful place on the banks of the Shannon’. He dined and slept next day at
Tuam, and reached Rosshill next day about 4. The house is in good order
and the place much improved. It will be necessary to send down delf, glass
and ‘common furniture’. ‘At present the whole country is laid under
contribution for us’.

Ms. 36,031/6

[1827?]: 1830

Letters to Lord Leitrim about the death and funeral of
Mrs Bermingham, and about a Bermingham
monument to be erected in Cong [Abbey?, Co. Mayo].

Ms. 36,031/7

1834-5

Two letters to Lord Leitrim from a claimant to the
dormant Bermingham barony of Athenry, including:

24 July 1835

[Edward Bermingham, who in 1827 had claimed to be]
Lord Athenry, Dalgan House, [Co. Galway], to Leitrim
acknowledging Leitrim’s help in obtaining a hearing
for his peerage claim. He hopes to reach London ‘with
all the necessary proofs’ by 5 August.
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Ms.
36,032/1-18

1795-1847

Correspondence of the Leitrims with their respective
in-laws:

Ms. 36,032/1

1795-1826

Letters to Mary Bermingham and her husband, Lord
Clements/Leitrim, from her mother, including:

20 Dec. [1807?]

Mrs Bermingham, Clifton, to Lord Leitrim.

‘I must confess that your letter surprised almost as
much as it disappointed me, for though I never
imagined, trifling as the estate of Rosshill is, that the
division of it would be as easily accomplished as you all seemed to expect, I
own the sale of it never once entered my calculations, ... land in that remote,
wild country never within my knowledge selling for anything near its value.
The last I recollect being sold in that neighbourhood was the property
generally known by the name of the Cong estate, which after being
advertised for years was at length purchased by Sir Neal O’Donnel for less
than half its value. That Cooper and Livingston should not agree, does not
at all surprise me, as in my opinion it is a matter which no two people could
possibly settle to the satisfaction of all parties, and the only way, according
to my idea, of having a proper division of it made would be by a jury of the
gentlemen of the neighbourhood, who are in some measure acquainted with
the local advantages and disadvantages of each farm. ... [This] is one of the
reasons why I recommended so strongly the whole being let, which would
increase your income without any trouble, and is the way in which most
estates of that nature [undivided moieties] are managed. I agree with you
that joint property is generally attended with many inconveniences and
disadvantages ..., [but] the sale of Rosshill ... I cannot help seeing in the
light of a very wild, injudicious scheme, attended with numerous
inconveniences.
If Mary and her sister, who are of age to judge for themselves and their
children, after mature consideration have made up their minds to it, it shall
not meet with any opposition from me. But ... what income will they have
to look forward to in place of that of their estate? Naturally, one would
suppose that of the lands purchased with its produce in the counties of
Leitrim and Armagh, but I am very much deceived indeed if any purchases
made in either of these counties would return anything near the income they
are likely to have and may expect from Rosshill, if properly and judiciously
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managed, being doubtless a very rising property; notwithstanding which, I
fear when put to sale it will bring much less than you are aware of, and what
would be a very trifling addition to your electioneering interests either in
Leitrim or Armagh. ...
The natural beauties of Rosshill are in my mind so great that it is impossible
to see it without feeling a wish to improve it and reside there some time.
But when, on cool reflection, one considers its remote situation, the
difficulty of access and many other inconveniences which now exist and
would increase with an increasing family, one cannot expect that one’s airbuilt castles on this subject should be realised. ...’
21 June 1826

Mrs Bermingham, Cheltenham, to Lord Leitrim,
Carrick-on-Shannon, thanking him for the good news
of Lord Clements’s election for Co. Leitrim. ‘... How
much better Colonel Clements having given up than
White, as I consider it puts all future idea of contest at rest. ...’

[N.B. Integral to some of Mrs Bermingham’s later letters are letters from
Lord Clements and, in one instance, Charles Skeffington Clements.]

Ms. 36,032/2

1800-[04]

Letters to Mary, Lady Clements, from her mother-inlaw, Elizabeth, Countess Dowager of Leitrim.

Ms. 36,032/3

1805-6: 1812

Three letters to Lord Leitrim from his mother, as
follows:

30 May 1805

Elizabeth, Countess Dowager of Leitrim, London, to
Lord Leitrim, Sackville Street, Dublin, about the death
of her mother, Lady Massereene.

24 [Mar.? 1806]

Elizabeth, Lady Leitrim, [London], to Lord Leitrim
offering to share with him the expense of repairing the
house [in Grosvenor Square?], which has exceeded
what she thought it would be because of the
impossibility of knowing the extent of the rot until the flags had been pulled
up.
‘... You will hear by this days post of Sir John Duckworth’s victory ... . The
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Bedfords, I hear, mean to be very magnificent in Ireland. I should not think
it a situation that he would like, he is so very shy, but money has charms.
Lord Henry Fitzgerald is going over immediately to be appointed Postmaster
[General] ..., along with Lord Ponsonby, who she fears is dying.’

13 [

] 1812

The Dowager Lady Leitrim, Long Ditton [Surrey], to
Lord Leitrim, Brighton.

‘... You know me but little if you think I have no
respect for character. At the same time, though I
know nothing of Mr White’s private character, I can never think that a man
who in my memory sold books on a stall in Crampton Court, is a proper
person to represent a county in parliament, and I have reason to think you
were once of the same opinion, for on a former election you in a letter to me
gave the county the greatest of credit for their honourable conduct in
rejecting him; and, though his family may and probably will in future
generations be gentlemen, I can scarcely consider him as such at present - I
mean for such a situation as a county member.
In respect to Henry Clements, I cannot understand why you should have
wished to conceal any part of his conduct from me, which I cannot consider
as kindness, as there are but few circumstances which makes [sic] reserve
so. However, I believe I am perfectly well acquainted with his conduct,
which I despise as much as you could possibly do. At the same time (and I
believe I know him to the full as well as you do), I do not think he is
anybody’s enemy but his own. His education has been totally neglected,
and I doubt if he was ever taught to reflect on the difference between right
and wrong. This, added to a natural, weak understanding, he has imbibed
[since?] the ambition and low cunning of those he has associated with,
though with a good temper and not a bad heart. You may perhaps think this
a contradiction. But I maintain ’tis one of those inconsistencies of character
which one frequently meets with. He would do a good-natured act, but
would not scruple [to do] a mean one where interest is concerned, and one
mean action brings on many. Do not imagine I am excusing him. I am only
asserting facts, and that I consider his conduct only as an exposure of his
own duplicity and meanness, which he has strongly proved by his
declarations when he wanted to sell his [Woodford/Newtowngore,
Co. Leitrim] estate, which I now regret Robert purchased in the point of
view I now consider the family interest. How it may turn out in future
generations, I know not, but at present his income is considerably lessened
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and he is involved in a large debt which I see no prospect of his ever being
able to clear off. At the time I was glad, as I thought it would materially
strengthen the family interest, but I consider that now at an end. ...’

Ms. 36,032/4

1799-1820

Letters to the Clementses/Leitrims from Lord
Leitrim’s sister, Lady Elizabeth Clements.

Ms. 36,032/5

1828-34

Letters to the Leitrims from Lady Elizabeth, and also
from another sister, Lady Louisa.

Ms. 36,032/6

1836-47

Letters to the Leitrims [Lady Leitrim died in 1840]
from Lady Elizabeth.

Ms. 36,032/7

1805: 1825-6:
1828: 1830

Letters to the Leitrims from his brother-in-law, John
Thomas Townshend, 2nd Viscount Sydney, whose
wife, Lord Leitrim’s sister, Lady Caroline, had died in
childbirth in August 1805, including:

9 Oct. 1805

Lord Sydney, Frognal, [Foot’s Cray, Kent], to Lord
Leitrim. He has appointed Leitrim one of his
children’s guardians, should he die before they are of
age. He wants ‘... a public education for my boy, Eton
and Cambridge, at the latter place the best college of the day for tutors,
discipline and gentlemanly undergraduates, without any feeling for my own
college, which is going down fast, I am afraid.’
9 Nov. 1825

Lord Sydney, Frognal, to Lord Leitrim.

‘... Lady Dowager de Clifford’s interest [in
Co. Leitrim elections], which includes Sir Josias
Rowley’s [Lady de Clifford and Rowley’s mother
were daughters and co-heiresses of Samuel Campbell of Mount Campbell,
Drumsna, Co. Leitrim], has long been given to your cousins, Henry and
John Clements, at my solicitation and wish. I cannot therefore use any
influence of mine to take it from John Clements. Sir Josias is in opposition,
I believe, as well as you. But on the Catholic case I believe him (as I know
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the de Clifford family is) a most decided opponent to what the world call[s]
Catholic Emancipation. ... I am sorry that I cannot be of service to Lord
Clements, for your sake and very much indeed for his own sake. ... In this
house he has always been a great favourite, and to speak the truth, you
Clementses are apt to make yourselves much liked wherever you are
known. ...’
20 Dec. 1825

Lord Sydney, Long Ditton, to Lord Leitrim [in reply to
a letter from Leitrim expressing alarm lest letters from
Leitrim’s grandfather, Nathaniel Clements, be
published in a forthcoming edition of the
correspondence of Sir Robert Wilmot].

‘... Today I have written to Mr Murray to say that I would call upon him on
Thursday morning to communicate with him upon a commission I had to
negotiate with him of some consequence. ... I quite agree with you in
thinking that the private and very confidential letters of no person whatever
can be published without some parts being unfit for the public eye and
which never would have been written if such an event have been dreamt of.
No public man can fairly communicate with his colleagues or with those
under whom he acts, if his letters are to be liable to publication, and all
freedom of opinion is stopped if it must not in confidence be told to the
proper authorities for them to form their decisions and judgements on. Who
these Wilmots are, I do not know. ... The woman calling herself Princess
Olivia of Cumberland was said to be a natural daughter of a Wilmot, who
was supposed among the thousands of reputed authors to have written
Junius. I will read over your letter again before I see Mr Murray, and do my
best to get no letters to be published of Mr Clements’s - the safest
course. ...’
27 Dec. 1825

John Murray, Albemarle Street, [London], to Lord
Sydney, apologising for failing to keep their
appointment.

‘... With regard to the subject of your Lordship’s
obliging letters, the Wilmot papers, I shall instantly communicate it to the
high quarter from which I have received them, and in the meantime I can
venture to assure you that nothing touching your and Lord Leitrim’s relation
will be printed without previous communication with the family.’
28 Dec. 1825
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commenting on the foregoing.
‘... The expression “the high quarter” which he uses
makes me suspect that the woman calling herself
Princess Olivia of Cumberland, now or late an inhabitant of the rules of the
fleet prison, is the editor of these Wilmot papers. She is the daughter of Dr
Wilmot and widow of Serres the Younger, sea painter. Formerly she took
much amusement in walking the streets or being a “street walker”. ...’
8 Jan. 1826

[Sir] R[obert John] Wilmot-[Horton, 3rd Bt, UnderSecretary for War and the Colonies] to Lord Sydney.
‘As you have yourself been an “Under-Secretary”, it is
evident that you interpreted Mr Murray’s “high
quarter” with greater facility. The history of “the Wilmot papers” is shortly
as follows.

My grandfather was Secretary in England to the Lord Lieutenants in Ireland
for more than thirty years, and he left behind him a very voluminous
correspondence filling from forty to fifty large quartos. I never had myself
the inclination, and have not of late years had the time, of [sic] executing a
purpose (for the accomplishment of which my father was very desirous),
that of making “a selection” of these papers for publication. I placed them,
however, in the hands of a friend of mine who is particularly interested in
that sort of political history, and he has made a “selection” which is now in
the process of printing and which has led to that “annoncé” which has
alarmed Lord Leitrim.
I have not as yet read any of the printed sheets except about twenty pages,
which are “innocence” itself. I shall, however, make a point of reading
every sheet, and I shall have no sort of objection in then showing to Lord
Leitrim any letters to his family, when we may mutually consider the
propriety of their publication, or rather the propriety of omitting any
particular facts. More than fifty years have elapsed - I believe I might say
sixty years - since the date of any of these letters, and this fact is a reason for
the sparing use of the pruning knife, except with respect to stories not of
public but of private life, which no lapse of time or change of circumstance
can legitimise.’
[c.8 Jan. 1828]
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‘... a fixture in ... office, who had nothing to do with
politics and was never changed. ... I do not suppose that the work is in any
forwardness ...’.
[For what is, in effect, the next letter in this sequence, see Ms. 36,060/1.]
29 Jan. 1828

Wilmot-Horton, Richmond Terrace, to Lord Sydney.

‘... I have not heard one word ... from Mr Murray for a
year, nor have I any reason to believe that ... actual
publication is contemplated. I will take an opportunity
of seeing Mr Murray and informing your Lordship on the subject when I
return to town. I need not say that otherwise I should have been very happy
to have seen Lord Leitrim and yourself, but from other occupations I am
utterly ignorant of the contents of these papers and always intended carefully
to examine the proofs whenever they might be printed.’
5 July 1828

Lord Sydney, New Burlington Street, [London], to
Lord Leitrim, Cumberland Place, about the death of
Leitrim’s brother, Robert, the funeral arrangements,
legacy duty and other forms which Leitrim will have to
go through.

7 July 1828

Sydney to Leitrim about ‘the delicate and very difficult
subject of our yesterday’s conversation’, the late R.C.
Clements’s mistress.

‘... If cash was plenty, I should say give her a donation
over and above all her accounts here and her journey home, and then let the
connection end and be broken up for ever. If a small pension is preferable,
surely 2,000 francs ..., £80, per annum is quite sufficient, if anything of the
sort really is necessary or called for. I rather should think that you were not
... called upon to provide for a brother’s mistress who himself had such
ample means of doing it and whose attention had particularly been called to
the very subject by the woman. ...’ He advises Leitrim to investigate
whether stock has been bought for her or any sums of money drawn for her
benefit. ‘My mind strongly leans to your giving the donation and not the
pension, as a complete conclusion of the whole transaction, and then burn all
the letters and give her back the pictures. No traces then will remain for
your heirs to see of the melancholy connection; and a French lady of her
condition, having all her expenses at the hotel paid for her and her journey
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paid to her own country, with £100 in pocket, if such a sum is approved by
you, is a handsome retreat and what few people would give perhaps. ... Yet I
do not forget what he said to you upon this subject in asking your kindness
to his friend at Paris. Remember that Robert sent for her to come here.’
[July-Aug. 1828]

Lord Sydney, Frognal, to Lord Leitrim.

‘... Who is to pay the interest upon the £1,500 which is
to revert to you and John upon the death of your sisters
- or more clearly speaking, upon your brother’s bond,
for of course you pay the interest upon your own bond; so that the question
that I put is this, who is to pay the 6 per cent interest upon Robert’s bond of
£1,000, and when that bond falls in, where is the principal to be found? ... In
short, it is a complete jumble. ...’
8 Jan. 1830

Lord Sydney, Frognal, to Lord Leitrim. He hopes to
get out on his land when the weather improves in
spring. The arrears of rent due from his tenants are ‘of
no uncertainty’. ‘... Nothing shall keep me from my
own country home, where we country men do the most good by employing
the country labourers and letting them to some degree live upon our
luxuries’.

Ms. 36,032/8

1825-8

Letters to the Leitrims from Lord Sydney’s son and
future successor, the Hon. John Robert Townshend
[see also under Ms. 36,020], including:

15 Sep. 1825

Townshend, Courtown, Gorey, [Co. Wexford], to
Lady Leitrim telling her that a friend of his serving in
Gibraltar has said many complimentary things about
her son, Sydney, who ‘... is one of the best recruits
they ever had’.

4 Dec. 1825

Townshend, Hotel des Princes, [Paris], to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon, Celbridge. ‘... Cradock’s duel is
probably quite old to you’. His arm has healed, and all
is forgotten except by the lady concerned. Cradock
was as much to blame as the Austrian. General Foy’s funeral at Pére la
Chaise was ‘a great business of seven hours, all in the rain’. The carriages
included those of the Duke of Orleans ‘and people of all parties’. He gives
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an account of English visitors and current styles: ‘... there is a new, ugly
fashion of doing the hair in three large boucles in front - but it does not
succeed, as very few faces can bear it’. He congratulates her on her son,
Charles’s, commission.

Ms. 36,032/9

1800?: 1810?:
1826?: 1830-32:
N.D.: [1839]

Letters to Lord Leitrim from Lady Charlemont mostly
about Lady Leitrim’s [nervous breakdown?] in
1830-32, including:

8 May 1830

Lady Charlemont to Lord Leitrim suggesting her
sister’s moving to Marino [the Charlemonts’ gem of a
villa at Clontarf, outside Dublin], where she could be
near Dr [Philip] Crampton, ‘whose advice and care she
so highly approved of’ many years ago, when she had a similar illness, and
to whom she acknowledged ‘that she owed ... the restoration of her reason’.
Lady Charlemont has had trouble making up a dinner party for Lord and
Lady Albemarle, because of the difficulty of collecting ‘many good Whigs
of the old school’. She discusses the widely different reactions from
patients to ‘a now celebrated, heaven-born doctor’, St John Long, a
specialist in inflammatory complaints.

Ms. 36,032/10

1840-44

Correspondence between Lord Leitrim and Lady
Charlemont, including:

23 Sep. [1840]

Lady Charlemont, Windsor Castle, to Lord Leitrim.

Her Windsor duties are coming to an end so ‘... I look
forward with some awe to returning to my lonely
mansion [Rosshill?]. ...’ She discusses the old
proposal of selling the whole Rosshill estate, particularly as she would like
to have the ‘active occupation of the country’ which a small country house
in England would afford her. ‘... I do deplore your going to that wild
country [Rosshill], my dearest Lord L., at this very advanced season, when
storm or cold must render your excursion disagreeable and irksome, when a
month sooner it would have proved delicious to you and Elizabeth, who has
so much taste and pleasure in countries still in the primitive state of
Connaught. Is Sydney to meet you there? I should be sorry he saw it for the
first time during so bad a season, as he has great taste for the wild and
picturesque. I have written once to Lord C. on the subject of Rosshill, but I
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fear to write to him often, now that he is bothered by the Ulster business. I
cannot say how much I dread and fear O’Connell’s fangs, and wish it all
well over.’
2 Oct. [1840]

Copy of a letter from Lord Leitrim to Lady
Charlemont.

‘I never can forget the very kind manner in which you
and C. consented to give up the sale of the Rosshill
estate after a considerable expense had been incurred in procuring an act of
parliament for that purpose [in 1808] ... . More than thirty years have
elapsed since the act of parliament passed, and nothing has occurred in that
period to change the opinion I then formed as to the advantage that would
have accrued to our families if the estate had been sold. On the contrary, I
am more than ever convinced that it would have been greatly to our mutual
interest - I know it would have been so to mine. But I must add that, having
in compliance with the wish of her to whom upon this point I was bound to
pay every deference, given up a plan which I had then much at heart, I feel
myself still bound by every principle of honour as well as of good feeling
and consistency to preserve my moiety of the estate during my life.
Whenever it pleases God to remove me from this world (and as I am now far
advanced in my 73rd year, the period cannot be very distant), it will then be
in the power of whoever may come after me to deal as he may please with
the estate, for the principle to which I have alluded will not apply to him,
and I think that there is every probability that the estate will then be sold.
And now to come to the object which particularly interests you at present, I
mean the wish you express of purchasing a country house in England, I have
deferred answering your letter for some days that I might have an
opportunity of consulting my friend, C[harles] Hamilton as to the possibility
of you and C. borrowing a sum of money for that purpose by mortgaging
your moiety of the estate, and that I understand from him might easily be
done.’
30 Oct. [1840?]

Lady Charlemont, Clarendon Hotel, Leamington, to
Lord Leitrim.

‘... You have been a true friend, my dearest Lord
Leitrim, in the prompt and kind and friendly manner in
which you have met my wishes respecting the transfer of the small means
we possess in the county of Galway to the purchase of house and land in
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some English county to provide for the retirement and occupation suitable to
my peculiar circumstances in life. ... Lord C. is just now so hurried and
worried (for he is too near Dublin to enjoy the seclusion you do at
Killadoon) that I dare not ask him to write oftener than his much shattered
nerves permit. The C. family are a plague more than the comfort they ought
to be to him, and though he will take up the Rosshill affair warmly and
kindly, as he does all my pecuniary matters or anything in that respect that
can contribute to my present or future ease, still writing does increase his
nervousness, and I therefore lean much on your most kind assistance [in
raising the mortgage on Rosshill]. ...
Who has got Mice Hill? I often reflect with gratitude and pleasure on my
rambles over those farms with my uncle Redington, who at eighty-three
enjoyed every blessing of life with that cheerful serenity of manner which
marks the high-bred man of cultivated mind. He had been brought up
abroad and had lived much on the Continent, and wound up a useful life in
the duties of a country gentleman. ...’
7 Sep. [1843?]

Lady Charlemont, Petersham, to Lord Leitrim.

‘... I expect to be again on the pavée in every sense of
the word next March, which circumstance turns my
thoughts strongly to investing what money I can get
for the mortgage you proposed on Rosshill in some land and house here. If
you can forward my views by consulting Mr Lambert, I need not say how
grateful I shall feel. The total absence of interest in my peculiar and very
unfortunate position has again turned my thoughts on that expedient. My
decided objection to murmur and complaint has I fear often deceived those
who think at all about me on my real feelings. ...
I heard with regret from Moore, the sculptor (who called here), that he found
you in very low spirits, but I trust that the cause will be easily removed. The
younger estate agents of the day are considered more clever than that class
formerly were. ...
I hope you intend to visit Rosshill during this month for the purpose of
letting Elizabeth see the country under the advantage of the finer season the cheering aspect of verdure, foliage and the effects of the sun from its rise
to its setting on the expanse of the waters of Lough Mask, besides the
enlivening sight of the variety of heaths and wild flowers that cover those
hills rising perpendicularly from the water. Alas! my recollection of them is
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very faint. Nothing could induce Lord C. to visit the north or the west in our
younger days. I am glad to find that the former is a resource to him now, as
also embellishing Marino House, which was never done in those days.’
19 Oct. [1843?]

Lady Charlemont to Lord Leitrim. She wants to know
‘... if a wall has been built round the grounds of
Rosshill and a lodge’. She has met a rich man who is
devoted to fishing and to the improvement of country
houses, and who is interested in settling for a while at Rosshill.

‘... He asked me if you would have him there. He thinks you would reject
him, as he proposes to spend only £2,000 or £3,000 and £300 or £400 a
year. I asked him what he would do, if he would build. He said he would
do whatever you pleased, his object being the daily amusement of seeing
work going on during the three or four months he would reside in the spring
and summer to fish in Lough Mask. ...’
2 Nov. [1843?]

Lady Charlemont to Lord Leitrim reporting that the
proposed tenant for Rosshill has had to go to Naples
for his health. She discusses the options for their
renting or building a house there for their own
occasional visits.

5 Nov. [1843?]

Lady Charlemont to Lord Leitrim. She explains that
she did not mean ‘Rosshill House’ as a possible
residence for them, but ‘a sort of lodge or chalet’ with
two sitting and two bed rooms, and accommodation

for four servants.
‘... On reading Inglis’s and other accounts of Connemara, there appear to be
many small lodges in the mountains. Tourists all give a delightful account
of “Maam or Corrib Head Hotel”. Have you read Inglis? It is considered
very correct - also Barrow and Brian’s “Practical view” - all old books at
present, but there cannot be better. ...’
She has had a visit from a ‘... clergyman who lives forty miles from Cork
and describes that part of Ireland as fast, fast improving ...: where a hovel is
thrown down a farm house starts up’. The clergyman is the Rev. C[harles]
Caulfeild who lived many years ago near Killadoon. By contrast, Sydney
has given her a very bad account of his own neighbourhood [Mohill].
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June 1811: N.D.
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Letters to Lord Leitrim from Lord Charlemont, with
copies or originals of Leitrim’s replies, mostly about
Leitrim’s campaign to be elected an Irish
representative peer in 1811, including:

[1803-4]

Lord Charlemont to Lord Clements about the Rosshill
estate which they now owned jointly in right of their
co-heiress wives. ‘... You seem clearly of opinion that
a division of the estates is advisable ....’, though the
cost of a survey and partition could not be less than £500. Against the
financial advantage of letting the house at Rosshill, he urges the ‘evident
advantages’ to the estate from even occasional residence on the part of the
proprietors, and Lady Clements’s ‘very animated affection’ for Rosshill.
30 June 1811

Original of a letter from Leitrim, Killadoon, to
Charlemont about the Irish representative election.

Mr [John?] Clements’s letter with [Colonel John]
McMahon’s [private secretary to the Prince Regent]
message, which I received yesterday, put me rather in a dilemma, but before
I received yours of the 26th which I did this morning, I had made up my
mind as to the part I should act which, from the Prince’s account at Lord
Grey’s of what passed between him and Mr [Richard] Ryder [the Home
Secretary], will I have no doubt be satisfactory. The impression which my
not going to the Castle made upon his mind, as stated by the Prince himself,
is certainly very different from what McMahon communicated to Mr
Clements; but that you are already acquainted with. I need therefore only
tell you that his message concludes with advice on the part of the Prince
“that I would immediately go to the Castle and pay my respects there, not
personally to the Duke [of Richmond, the Lord Lieutenant], but to him as
his father’s representative”.
To go immediately, is impossible, as there are no levées now; and as to the
Duke’s audience, none go there except personal friends, or those who may
have business with him. I certainly have no business to transact with him,
nor could I under all circumstances go as a friend; if I did go therefore, I
should have nothing to say but that it was a hot day and might perhaps be
bowed out of the room. Besides, my going there at present might have an
equivocal appearance, a thing I could not bear, as if I either wanted to obtain
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his support, or prevent his hostility, and many unpleasant constructions
might be put upon my visit.
After a good deal of reflection, therefore, I came to the resolution of
requesting you would endeavour to see the Prince, and assure him of my
respect and attachment to the King, etc, etc, as well as to himself; that
nothing could be further from my intention than to be wanting in any degree
in shewing that respect, etc, etc, that my not having been to the Castle
proceeded from the circumstance of my living entirely in the country in a
very retired manner, and never residing in Dublin; but that I should certainly
take the first opportunity of obeying his wishes by going to the Duke of
Richmond’s levée. I think it will be necessary to explain to him that there
are no levées at this season of the year, that there may not appear anything
equivocal on my part, and that in all probability there will not be any before
January next, when perhaps I may not be in Ireland. But I have no doubt,
from what he said at Lord Grey’s, that he will be satisfied with my declaring
that I shall go (if in Ireland) to the first levée. If, however, he wishes me to
go to the Duke’s audience, I am ready to obey his commands, but in that
case, I must make it understood that I go by the Prince’s desire, in order to
ensure my being well received, which otherwise I should very much doubt.
You may also add, if you think proper, what is the fact, that never residing
in Dublin, it has never happened to me to meet the Duke in society since he
came to Ireland, which would have made it a very different matter, and it is
a curious circumstance that I never have met him but twice, even in the
streets. I must observe, however, that Mr Ryder’s assertion that I was the
only peer that had not paid the usual respect to the King’s representative is
not correct. I believe there are several who have never been at the levée,
Landaff for one, and I am pretty sure that Lismore has not either, as well as
others who live in the country and do not go to Dublin. This, I think, should
be stated to the Prince, without naming any individual peer, but in general
terms, that whose who lived in the country and had no established residence
in Dublin might not think themselves called upon to go out of their way, or
put themselves to trouble and inconvenience, to pay a compliment to a
person whose administration they did not approve of, which feeling is
certainly perfectly consistent with the highest respect to the King.
But, though these reasons are quite sufficient to account for my absence
from the Castle, I am very ready to admit to friends that I had other motives
also. I have already said that I never could bear that my conduct, whether
political or otherwise, should be in the least equivocal, but you may very
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well recollect the very unpleasant construction with respect to me that was
put on the part which Colonel Clements [his cousin Henry John Clements,
M.P. for Co. Leitrim] thought proper to take upon the change of
administration [in 1807]. Those who know me, will I hope never be
inclined to suspect me of duplicity, or of wishing to act in any respect
differently from what I profess, but many people in England, where I am not
known as well as I am here, were very free at that time in their expressions
of their opinion of me; and indeed I was not at all surprised at it, for
certainly Colonel Clements’s conduct, which was so extraordinary and so
little to have been expected, was quite sufficient to justify any degree of
suspicion of me, where my character and principle were not equally well
known as I flatter myself they are here.
But to return to the Duke of Richmond: under the peculiar circumstances in
which I was placed upon his arrival in Ireland [in 1807], when my honour
was not a little called in question, it was very incumbent upon me to shew in
as decided a manner as possible that I had no connection with the
administration, and this motive alone, exclusive of any disapprobation of the
principle upon which the change of administration took place, would have
been quite sufficient to have prevented me from going to the Castle.
And now having fully explained to you all my feelings upon this point, I
shall only add that I am ready to act in any manner that either you or any of
our mutual friends may think right. If, therefore, you disapprove of the
communication which I have proposed that you should make to the Prince,
you have only to act in my name, as you would for yourself, as I am sure
that I am safe in your hands. But in that case take care to apprise Mr
Clements without delay what you mean to do, to whom I have written by
this post, pretty much the same that I have mentioned to you, as it will be
necessary that he should give an answer to McMahon’s message, and that
answer should be consistent with your communication to the Prince.
The Duke, I hear, is quite outrageous against the Prince, and talked at one
time of resigning, but said afterwards that as the whole ministry were
equally ill used, he would stand or fall with them. I heard also that Gosford
[Leitrim’s opponent in the election] had offered to resign his pretensions
rather than be the cause of any difference between the Prince and his
Ministers, but that the Duke would not allow him.
As I was leaving town yesterday morning, I called upon that accomplished
peer, Lord Louth, in Newgate, and although Lord Dunsany, who is his
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father-in-law, had answered for him, and although he admitted that he
considered himself engaged to me, which he afterwards qualified by saying
in some degree, he votes for Gosford; but told me, that as an atonement he
had prevailed upon Lord Dunsany to vote for me in his stead. What a set
they are to canvass! I found that some of the Castle people had been with
him, and that he had some vague expectation of the Duke of Richmond’s
doing something for him, I don’t know what, which might have the effect of
whitewashing his character.
I had also a long conversation with Bourchier of the Hanaper office. He
says that no peer whose right of voting has been allowed by the House of
Lords subsequent to the teste of the writ, can vote at the present election. I
asked him, in case any peer established his right to vote this week, for
instance, and claimed his writ from the Hanaper Office, whether he would
refuse it. He replied, certainly, unless authorised by a second warrant from
the Chancellor to issue it, which he did not think the latter either would or
could grant. The point he relies upon is that, by the wording of the warrant,
which is taken from the Act of Union, the right of voting is limited to those
peers whose claims have been allowed at that date, and that if any second
warrant was to issue for the purpose of including peers who might have
subsequently established their right of voting, the writs of such peers would
not have fifty-two days to run. Whether that is essential, or whether in such
a case it would be impossible to ante-date a writ, it may be of consequence
to ascertain; but it strikes me as an inconsistency that, when a peer’s right to
vote has been acknowledged by the House of Lords, and an election is
actually pending, still he should not be allowed to exercise his privilege.
As this is perhaps as much a question of privilege as of law, I think you had
better consult some parliamentary authorities upon it, and for this purpose I
send you a copy of the Chancellor’s warrant to the Clerk of the Crown. At
all events, I should imagine that the objection cannot apply to Lord
Lansdowne or Lord Keith, who it appears from your letter had established
their right previous to the teste of the writ (the 27th), though subsequent to
the date of the Chancellor’s warrant; but their having done so has not been
notified to the Hanaper Office, and consequently they are not included in the
list published in the Gazette of the peers entitled to vote.
I fear that I have by this time tired you as well as myself. It is high time to
release you, so adieu. Yours most affectionately, ever, L.’

Killadoon List in NLI printed 20/11/07

Page 78

KILLADOON PAPERS

DATE

Ms. 36,032/12

July-Aug. 1811:
N.D.
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Letters to Leitrim from Charlemont about the election,
including:

[1 July 1811
onwards]

Charlemont to Leitrim, probably in reply. He
comments on ‘... the strange conduct of Louth and the
disappointment in my hopes of Northland and
Castlecoote’, and reckons the ‘qualified promises’ to
Leitrim at 33. He forecasts 36 votes for Lord Gosford. Frankfort, ‘... I am
sure, will not vote at all, from a strange letter I have received from him’. He
expects Leitrim to get 4-5 votes from 28 ‘uncommitted men’.
He is in ‘great anxiety’ about foreign affairs. ‘... The French beat us, or at
least render our victories of no avail, by their superior cavalry, while we
have an immense body of the best in the world idle at home - why? Simply
because we cannot pay and support them abroad.’
[c.5? July? 1811]

Charlemont, London, to Leitrim. ‘... We find it very
difficult to get our men qualified from the many that
cannot find their patents, the production of which are
[sic] essential. Lord Massereene’s, according to Lord
Sydney, is not in South Street, and unless you can send over an attested
copy of it, nothing can be done in his case. ... It is provoking that this
difficulty should occur in Lord M.’s case, as all the other proofs would be so
easy, his brother having died so lately and in London. ...’
[pre-10? July?
1811]

Charlemont, Carleton House [the Prince Regent’s
residence], to Leitrim.

‘While waiting to see this I believe wavering
personage, I write this, intending to finish it after our
interview, if indeed I shall ever attain that honour. This is the third time I
have obeyed commands in coming here to be received, and each time a putoff has been sent down to me, no doubt most civilly expressed and with
plausible reasons assigned. ...
I have but a moment to add that the [Prince] will do everything in his power,
but does not wish you or myself to say so yet, until he has himself told his
intentions to the Ministers, who have not yet mentioned Lord G[osford]’s
name to him!!! How disrespectful!!!. You may, however, say Lord Moira
is canvassing for you, which will be a pretty hint, and in a day or two we
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may speak more openly. The [Prince] desired Lord Moira to do so.’
19 [July 1811?]

Charlemont, Cumberland Place, London, to Leitrim.
McMahon has told Charlemont that Ministers had
positively agreed to the withdrawal of Lord
G[osford’s] candidature. ‘... If you are beaten, it will
be from carelessness or treachery of the most blameable sort ... . Why say
a syllable about my trouble? ...’
14 Aug. [1811]

Charlemont, London, to Leitrim.

‘I have been for some days past so much vexed, not to
say angry, at the unexpected and extraordinary conduct
of great people here, and the consequent certainty of
your failure, that I have not been able to address you, but have thrown that
unpleasant task on Goodwin, who is certainly the best partisan I ever saw.
To be defeated in any object must be unpleasant, but to be defeated as we
have been, with the fairest prospect of success, under the old rule of
voting, and the hope of destroying the new one before the Committee of
Privileges [sent?], which would have established your seat, is very
provoking indeed. Every engine, fair and foul, has been exerted by
ministers against you. Our exertions were paralysed, our friends set at ease
and prevented from proceeding in their canvass by that fraudulent offer of
compromise, which appeared to the head and [?heads] of our supporters to
be genuine and really intended, and lastly, when (if our people would have
gone over, as I am sure they would and as they had promised to do), we
were certain of success by striking out this new and I still think unauthorised
way of administering oaths, they succeeded in defeating us. Their conduct
has by no means been in my opinion fair and candid. But what should I say
about —— . I believe I had better not trust my opinion to paper, but reserve
it until we meet. You have been basely used. The Foxites have been
deceived and ill-treated, and I have been made the instrument in acting a
part which has almost exposed me to ridicule. ... Grey is very angry indeed.
So are all our friends. ...
I sent Lord Buckingham his writ with a request, if he could not find an Irish
justice [of the peace] to administer the oaths, that he also would come to me,
and in half an hour I am going down to Brentford and Ham Common to
swear Clifden and Kerry. Dillon, Ashbrook and Harberton have positively
refused me on the grounds of illegality or a dislike to act under the Act of
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Union, and poor Molesworth, to whom I went yesterday, I found in such a
state of dotage that I could not administer the oaths or get him to sign his
name - at least I did not think myself justified in making the attempt ... .
Harberton desires me to say he will vote for you next time, provided the H.
of Lords establish the power of voting from England and make it legal by
their decision. ...
In truth, we have never been backed or assisted at all, except by
Donoughmore and Hutchinson. ...’

Ms. 36,032/13

1812: 1815: 1823

Letters to Leitrim from Charlemont, including:

30 Mar. 1812

Charlemont, 11 Great Cumberland Place, to Leitrim,
Killadoon, fully concurring ‘... in the postponement or
abandonment of the projected sale of the Rosshill
estates’. He does not think that there would have been
more than a small degree of advantage in effecting the sale, and certainly
nothing worth jeopardising ‘the health, comfort or peace of mind of our very
dear Lady L.’
15 [Mar.?] 1815

Charlemont, Paris [where he had gone on holiday until
obliged to flee by Napoleon’s ‘Hundred Days’] to
Leitrim.

It is ‘... neither safe nor pleasant to write from here
upon political subjects - I mean respecting this
country. ... The King is a wise and prudent personage, and his life of great
consequence to the world at large’. Royalists and Napoleonists ‘... live quite
by themselves’ - exceptions being [Marshals] Soult, Marmont and Berthier
and ‘the new peers’. Mme Ney is ‘a most charming woman’. Ney’s charm
is due to a ‘sort of English honesty and truth in his appearance and an
extreme cordiality in his address’. He comments on the popularity of
Admiral Vertreuil and [Marshal] Macdonald, and on the ‘miserable figure’
cut at Vienna by the English diplomats - ‘Stewart has disgraced himself in
every way’.
‘Good Friday’
[c.22 Mar.] 1815
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‘Thank God! We are all safe in England again and out
of the reach of Bonaparte. We remained two days at
Calais waiting in vain for the end of a desperate gale of wind, and at last,
choosing it as a lesser evil than being embargoed, which was every moment
expected, we sailed, had a passage of eight hours into the Downs (we could
not make Dover) with the roughest weather I ever experienced at sea, and
landed here last night. Our carriages went to Dover by sea, and the wind
being adverse and strong, I know not when we can get them, so that our
advance to London is uncertain, but this is a very small comparative evil.
You may well suppose the state of anxiety I have been in for these some
weeks back, Emily [his daughter] ill, the uncertainty of being safe at Paris,
the fear of the roads being impeded, first by fugitives, and next by
wandering soldiers self disbanded, and wandering for plunder. In effect we
just came off in proper time, the great press of English was over, and the
roads were unpleasant to those who followed us, but we met nothing but
civility, plenty of horses, room in all the Inns, and attention in all the post
masters and aubergistes. ...
France, unhappy France will probably again be the theatre of horrors. The
Allies are already in motion, and certainly there is a party all over France
consisting of all the better sort of persons, if not in favour of the Bourbons,
at least of peace, quiet and revived commerce, and a mild government.
There is also a strong party in favour of liberty and of course against Boney,
but the army to a man is with him, and the army are all powerful. If the
Allies advance in force they may be assisted by an insurrection, and
Brittany, Normandy and La Vendée are fast organizing their strength and are
loyal, so foreign invasion and civil war must most probably be the
consequence of the landing in France of one man!! What an extraordinary
man! He lands with 1,100 men and he marches, without firing a shot, to
Paris, and overthrows an established government!!!
That government, however, was weak, absurd and imbecile to a degree
hardly to be conceived and, poor people, also betrayed by traitors. Every
step they took at the crisis was bad or weak. At first they totally lost their
heads and at last acted without force or energy. One wise trait will prove the
wisdom of their measures in general. While we were at Calais 5 waggons
of treasure came down there for embarkation. They arrived in the night,
and instead of immediately embarking them, they left them standing in the
open inn yard, where crowds were always assembled, and where they were
very unpleasant neighbours to us; and what was the consequence? They
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attempted yesterday morning to send them to England, when the officers of
the disaffected garrison waited on the Governor and told him that though
they did not wish to make any disturbance in the town, they never would
permit the money of France to leave the country. The Governor made a
virtue of necessity and sent them towards Lille where it is supposed the
King is gone, but it is probable they never will reach their destination. ...’

Ms. 36,032/14

1825-6: 1829-30:
1832: 1840: 1844

Letters to Leitrim (and Lady Leitrim) from
Charlemont, including:

18 Jan. 1829

Charlemont to Leitrim about [John Ynyr] Burges of
Parkanaur [Castlecaulfeild, Co. Tyrone], the suitor of
Leitrim’s daughter, Lady Caroline. ‘... Burges’s
character is unimpeachable and his temper notoriously
excellent. His circumstances are now, undoubtedly, sadly straitened, but I
have no doubt that in the end they will prove sufficient to render our
anxieties on that score unnecessary, and if the connection and family are not
all we could wish for our dear Caroline, they are at all events respectable.
Person and manner are so much a matter of taste that one can hardly judge
for another, and I would fain hope that, with regard to the gentleman
himself, you may form upon acquaintance a different opinion from what you
probably now entertain. He certainly has behaved in a gentlemanlike and
proper way towards me in all that has passed between us. In truth, Caroline,
notwithstanding all the cautions I considered it right to give her, did in point
of fact engage herself, subject to your consent ...’.
[1830?]

Charlemont to Lady Leitrim urging her to a
reconciliation with Lord Leitrim, mentioning Leitrim’s
‘innumerable good qualities, both of head and heart,
such indeed as have seldom been found united in the
same individual’, and declining to interfere between them.
‘... Alas, the superior being of whom you complain, against whom you claim
my interference, is rendered miserable by the unfounded charges you make
against him, and I see him daily sinking under his misfortunes. ...’

9 Nov. 1832
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which are as follows.
‘... He possesses estates (scattered townlands) in Tyrone, Armagh and
Down, amount[ing to] something more than £2,400 per annum. But of this
income he pays in interest, of debt left by his father, brothers’ and sisters’
fortunes, etc, etc, so much that the £400 is all he can now command to live
on. At Lady Poulett’s death, he must have rather more than £2,000 per
annum, which is settled on him. This is the only certainty in prospect.
There was left to his father, by codicil, a further £2,000 per annum which,
though signed, not having been properly witnessed, was lost and lapsed to
Lady Poulett, and this he considers, with some reason, she ... must leave to
him. This is therefore put down, by him, as a probable addition to his
future pecuniary prospects. And lastly he entertains confident hopes, nay
expectations, that the same Lady P., who is enormously rich and has ever
been very kind to him, will leave him something handsome, and he
speculates that possibly he may end in having £8,000 or £10,000 a year. ...
His sister is long married and childless and should she die so, £7,000 of her
fortune must be his - another possibility, but no more. ...’
17 Nov. 1832

Charlemont, Elm Park, to Leitrim, Killadoon. He has
been attending vestries called to carry out the Tithe
Composition Act, amid ‘fearful ill-will’ in one parish.
He has had a conference with [Charles] Brownlow [of
Lurgan] about ‘starting a Liberal candidate for the county’.

Caroline will ‘feel disappointed and grieved, if her present prospects cannot
be realised’, but ‘will not repine at breaking off the match if £400 is to be
[the] extent of Mr Burges’s present income ...’. Burges now has a small,
partly furnished house, plate, a new carriage and a 40-60 Irish acre farm. He
has accepted with good grace Charlemont’s ruling that he is no longer to
visit Elm Park, and has written to Lady Poulett to ask her to clarify her
intentions and, if possible, take some legal step which will make a proper
marriage settlement possible.
‘... There is still another chance in B.’s favour as to contingent property and
which, to do him justice, he made no boast of or even mention of. You must
surely have known a foolish Sir William Johnston of Gilford, county of
Down, who in old times was to be seen every evening at [the] Sackville
Street Club. This man, now an old one, is his uncle, his mother’s brother,
and immensely rich, having always had a large income and no expenditure.
He never was married and I know not what relation he has so near as
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Burges. ...’

Ms. 36,032/15

1814-17

Letters to Lady Leitrim from her sister, Lady
Charlemont, writing mainly from Paris in 1814-15,
including:

26 Mar. 1815

Lady Charlemont, Shooters Hill [near London], to
Lady Leitrim, Charlemont House, Dublin. She
announced the Charlemonts’ landing at Deal to their
mother on the 23rd. The Charlemonts had found Lord
O’Neill very ill at Boulogne. Communications between England and France
are ‘already stopped’. They left their fellow travellers, Generals Ramsey
and McKenzie, at Dover.

Ms. 36,032/16

1817-25

Letters to Lady Leitrim from the Charlemonts’
daughters, the Ladies Maria and Emily Caulfeild.

Ms. 36,032/17

1823: 1829

Two letters to the Leitrims from Lord Charlemont’s
brother, the Hon. Henry Caulfeild, and Mrs Caulfeild.
[See also Ms. 36,039 and 36,069/4.]

Ms. 36,032/18

[c.1795]

Case relating to the sum of £827 which [the 1st Earl
of] Charlemont may possibly owe to the six personal
representatives (of whom Lord Charlemont was one)
of the late Francis Bernard of Bassingbourne Hall,
Essex, with the opinion of counsel, Richard Frankland. [There is no obvious
reason for this to be among the Killadoon papers, and it may simply have
got mixed up with the papers relating to the Ross Hill estate (Ms. 36,023).]
This £827 represents four years’ interest on a much larger sum of £6,895,
for which Lord Charlemont’s brother, Major the Hon. Francis Caulfeild was
responsible as an executor and trustee. ‘... The Major ... lodged it for [sic]
his own account at the house of Nesbitts & Co., bankers in London, who
agreed to pay him interest for it at the rate of 3 per cent. This transaction
happened about the month of October 1775, and the Major was soon after
drowned in his passage to Ireland, and his brother, the Earl of Charlemont
administered to him. ...
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It appears by a letter dated the 24th October 1776 written by Arnold Nesbitt,
one of said banking house, to Lord Charlemont that Nesbitt & Co. did at the
desire of his Lordship ... remit a bill to Sir Annesley Stewart, who was then
a partner in a banking house in Dublin which transacted the business of
Nesbitt & Co. in Dublin, and who was also agent to Lord Charlemont, for ...
interest ... making in the whole the sum of £827 7s 3.d
Nesbitts’ bank afterwards failed, and the bill being filed in the Court of
Chancery in England by one Scott for an account of the property and debts
affecting it, a decree was made for that purpose, and Lord Charlemont
having made a claim for said sum and the interest as the representative of his
brother, a report was made by which it appeared that on 3rd March 1789
there was due on the foot of said sum for principal and interest
£10,591 12s 4d, out of which his Lordship gave credit for said sum of
£827 7s 3d, being the amount of said remittances of interest. ...’
Lord Charlemont claims that ‘... the payment of interest was a private
agreement between the Nesbitts and Major Caulfeild ..., and ... also says that
no part of this interest money ever came to his hands, but was applied by Sir
Annesley Stewart in discharge of the Major’s debts. ...’
[Since the only matter in dispute is the £827 it would seem that the entire
sum of £10,591 12s 4d was rescued from the wreckage of Nesbitt & Co. and
was duly paid to the personal representatives.]

Ms.
36,033/1-12

1800: c.1807-1834

Letters to Lord Clements/Leitrim from his wife, Mary,
as follows:

Ms. 36,033/1

1800: c.1807-1809

Letters to Lord from Lady Clements/Leitrim,
including:

[11?] May 1807

Lady Leitrim, Dublin, to Lord Leitrim, Carrick-onShannon, [whither he had gone to assist his younger
brother, Robert Clotworthy Clements, in the latter’s
candidature for Co. Leitrim at the imminent general
election].
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‘... The Lady Asgill, whom I saw in the vestry room [of St Peter’s church]
assured me that she was extremely anxious about the Leitrim election, and
wished very sincerely for the success of Mr Latouche and of Robert
[Clotworthy Clements]. She perhaps was quizzing me ... . I went after
church to see the orphans at dinner at Mrs P. Latouche’s, where I met Mr
Robert Latouche. He asked me many question about Leitrim, and I felt
quite happy when anybody talked to me about it. I even went up to old Mr
Peter Latouche to speak to him of old times. After my return home, Mrs
Sneyd called on me, and Bowes Daly came to show me Mrs Fitzherbert’s
letter. He did not know that you were gone. Mrs Fitzherbert’s letter said
that Lady de Clifford was very sorry that she had not sooner been applied to
about Robert, having given her first votes to Mr Gore and her second to the
disposal of Mr [William] Rowley, etc, etc, and that she would write to him
to give them to Robert if not too late. ...
Now, my Dearest and most kind Cleo, allow me to give you one little
caution, which is that you may be very patient and explicit in anything that
you want to explain to your brother. Recollect how inexperienced, how
diffident he is, and that the greatest gentleness of manner will alone do with
his disposition. Excuse this caution, my Cleo, which proceeds alone from
my great anxiety that you should both feel confidence, ease, and comfort in
your intercourse together. ...’
12 May 1807

Lady Leitrim to Lord Leitrim giving what Eléonore,
Mrs H.J.B. Clements, calls ‘a quaint description of the
children ..., Maria, Elizabeth, Caroline, Robert
Bermingham, aged two, and William Sydney, a year
old ...’, and bewailing her inadequacy to manage the farm and garden staff at
Killadoon in his absence.

‘... I spoke a great deal to [Archibald] Waterston [see Ms. 36,065/10] today,
but all to no purpose. I fear he is too old to mend or to think himself in the
wrong. I had almost determined not to speak to him, but circumstances
obliged me. The only thing in which he would grant me the smallest
satisfaction was that he would positively begin the piling as soon as the men
had set their potatoes. [Thomas] Turner [see Ms. 36,064/4] is going on as
eagerly as ever; he goes to town in the morning about some stone for the
drying yard wall. The meadows seem improving very fast, and never did
the place look so fresh and so pretty. I wish to god that you were here to
enjoy it, and to direct everything. When Turner asks my opinion I feel quite
frightened, but he has so good a taste that I hope that you will approve of the
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manner in which he has laid out the walk. ...’
14 May 1807

Lady Leitrim, Killadoon, to Lord Leitrim, Carrick-onShannon, giving him news - as do all the other letters
in this bundle - of the children and of the work (or
otherwise) of Waterston, Turner, etc, on the garden
and demesne at Killadoon, and adding:

‘... I had a long letter from Anne [her sister, Lady Charlemont] today. She
says Mr Caulfeild [Lord Charlemont’s brother] is quite certain of success.
His brother’s voters fit to poll are 1,050. The other candidates have not
engaged an agent. Richardson says that Brownlow and he are not joined,
but that they do not believe. ...’
15 May 1807

Lady Leitrim to Lord Leitrim, Carrick-on-Shannon,
partly about his canvass of Co. Leitrim in support of
Robert Clotworthy Clements.

‘... I cannot conceive that you were to go to
Hazelwood, Manor Hamilton and to Keonbrook all in one day! That seems
to me quite impossible. God preserve and watch over my Cleo and guard
you for us all. As to what you say of the Johnstons, it is exactly what I
expected. Let things turn out how they may, I shall prefer the Crier home
you describe to the Hack. But you are [the] best judge. ...
[Lord] Clements and William [Sydney, their second son] are going on very
well. ...’
[30? Oct.? 1809]

Lady Leitrim to Lord Leitrim [Letterkenny].

‘I have just had the inexpressible happiness, my own
dearest life, of receiving your letter of Friday last, and
am more rejoiced than I can say that you have found
Walker [John Walker, a mining expert - see Ms. 36,064/1-3] yet in Donegal.
Indeed, it would have been a very, very cruel disappointment, had he left it
before your arrival. ...
I have just received a letter from Lizzie. They were all going to spend a day
and night at Pains Hill with the Carhamptons. ...’
[31? Oct. 1809]
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‘... I am delighted that you now feel that your journey
will be of use, and that Walker has been so active and
friendly in your interest. I have always thought that,
from your poor father’s indolence and entire neglect of his affairs, as well as
from the very dishonest agent whom he had in the county of Donegal, and
afterwards the ridiculously foppish one who acted for him, he must have
been sadly cheated. You have since been very unfortunate in agents, as
McCausland’s ill-health must have rendered him nearly useless, and
Cochran[e]’s living so far from the estate must have been the greatest
disadvantage. I hope therefore that your presence will make a beginning in
reform, and the inn at Letterkenny being tolerable, will in future render your
return far less irksome and difficult, as being at an agent’s house is (I think)
almost counteracting any benefit which a visit to an estate could produce,
and you are so liberal that you will, I am sure, initiate Clements into the
business of the estates which will be his when we are gone, and that
occupation will render visits to the county of Donegal less disagreeable than
at present. ...’

Ms. 36,033/2

1817: 1823

Letters to Lord from Lady Leitrim, including:

10 June 1823

Lady Leitrim to Lord Leitrim, King’s Arms Inn,
Oxford, describing parties at Lady Ellenborough’s
(‘stupid and dismal’), Lady Waterford’s (‘good
music’) and Mrs Chambers’s (‘company very good
indeed’).

10 Oct. 1823

Lady Leitrim, Marino, to Lord Leitrim, Lord
Sydney’s, Frognal, Foots Cray, Kent, describing a visit
to Kilruddery [Lord Meath’s, at Bray, Co. Wicklow], a
new house, ‘which I do not admire the style of’. She
returned in two hours ‘without accident or adventure, although we had no
moon’.
13 Oct. 1823

Lady Leitrim, Dublin, to Lord Leitrim, 2 Grosvenor
Square, London.

‘... I flatter myself that you will relent about poor
Sydney [their second son, William Sydney, who as a
baby had been called ‘William’ in his mother’s letters], as I cannot help
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reproaching myself with not having called upon him. Be assured, my own
dearest Cleo, that my urging this subject is not from want of impatience to
see you return, but from thinking it quite a duty to show that attention to a
boy who, though dull at his books, is warm-hearted and affectionate. I felt
that I ought to have gone to Sandhurst, both returning from Cheltenham and
leaving London, but our constant distress of circumstances prevented my
even mentioning my wish of doing so. I therefore am the more urgent for
you to go to Sandhurst, as I am persuaded that it would be of use; and as to
the unpleasant risk of hearing that poor Sydney learns with difficulty and is
idle, the knowledge of that cuts into my very heart, but does not prevent me
from understanding what we owe him as our son. ...’
19 Oct. 1823

Lady Leitrim, Marino, to Lord Leitrim, Spencer’s
Royal Hotel, Holyhead, reporting that [Robert
Bermingham, Lord] Clements is ‘very much puzzled
what to do about Oxford’. His friends have sailed or
are about to sail. Dr Crampton has given a prescription and advice for Lilly
and Caroline [their daughters]. Sydney writes ‘that, Sundays excepted, he
has but half an hour of leisure’.

Ms. 36,033/3

1824-6

Letters to Lord from Lady Leitrim, including:

2[?6] July 1824

Lady Leitrim to Lord Leitrim, Paris.

‘... I accomplished my visit yesterday to Lady
Abercorn without little Mrs Browne, who was too ill to
go to Fulham, where Lady Abercorn now is. I cannot
give you an idea of any woman so much altered as she is. There is a not a
trace of her former self. Her voice even is become hoarse and hollow, and
certainly her features are altered beyond any possibility of belief. She
seemed glad to see me, but unamiable in her mind. I confess that I felt more
shocked than pleased after my visit. ... She is now going a round visits to
Chatsworth, etc, etc, and then returns to the Continent ... . She has injured
her health ... by taking a medicine stronger even than calomel during three
months, when prescribed only for as many days. She nearly lost the use of
her limbs in consequence, is now recovering, but she is too dreadfully
altered to leave a hope of her ever reminding one of her former self. ...’
24 June 1826
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that she was ‘in a potent crowd at Mrs Ross’s until 4
o’clock this morning’. She speaks of Lady Charlotte
Osborne’s marriage to Mr Sackville Fox; ‘Robert [Clotworthy Clements]
says that, if a girl is to walk out of her father’s house, she could not do so
with a better man. ... Lady Conyngham was here yesterday, as kind as
possible’. Lady Leitrim has had many congratulations on ‘dearest [Lord]
Clements’s success’ in the general election for Co. Leitrim.

Ms. 36,033/4

Nov.-Dec. 1828

Letters to Lord Leitrim, London, from Lady Leitrim,
writing mainly from Dieppe, including:

9 Dec. 1828

Lady Leitrim, Dieppe, to Lord Leitrim, 2 Grosvenor
Square, London.

‘... I suppose, from the opinions given by Lord Fitzroy
Somerset, by Lord Hill and, though last, certainly not
least, by Clements, about Sydney’s promotion, that you will now rest upon
your oars, as I quite agree with them all that no present promotion would
have the desired effect of his getting off that detestable Rock [Gibraltar], as
they will take good care not to permit so efficient and fine a young man to
escape from their clutches whilst ever they can retain him. It does appear to
me that, however unexceptionable the 43rd Regiment may be, that [sic] the
quarter in which it seems intended to nail them to is a very great
disadvantage to so young a man as Sydney. Besides, the yellow fever has
never yet been known to stop at the first season. The heat of that climate,
together with the filth of its inhabitants and the gross neglect of the
government, ensure a continuance of that tremendous malady for years and
years. When Lord Hill and Lord Fitzroy Somerset talk of the prospect of
promotion which our beloved Sydney has at present, they must mean by the
unhealthiness of the climate. But that, alas!, cuts both ways. I know,
however, that Sydney is also of opinion that promotion would now rather
retard than accelerate his departure from that garrison. ...’
19 Dec. 1828

Lady Leitrim, Paris, to Lord Leitrim, Grosvenor
Square.

‘... Colonel John’s [John Marcus Clements of
Glenboy] return to the army I cannot understand,
unless it be, as you say, a manoeuvre to make money by selling his
commission, or dictated by distress and an idea of living cheaper with his
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regiment at quarters. But that would not tally with his late purchase of a
house in London. ...’

Ms. 36,033/5

1830

Ms. 36,033/6

Oct.-Nov. 1830

Two letters to Lord from Lady Leitrim, his ‘injured
wife’, both of them showing plain signs of mental
illness, dislike of her ‘nurse’, etc.

Letters to Lord Leitrim, Dublin and London, from
Lady Leitrim, Killadoon. These show that Lady
Leitrim’s ‘illness’ seems to have started in September
1827, and that she was ‘placed ... under medical
coercion in May 1830’. One manifestation of the illness was an order from
her to Mack, Gibton & Williams for furniture which Lord Leitrim tried to
cancel. The bundle includes:
15 Oct. 1830

Lady Leitrim, Killadoon, to Lord Leitrim.

‘... I lament extremely your considering it necessary to
desire Messieurs Williams, Mack & Gibton not to
obey my commands in future!, as you have likewise
authorised your steward and gardener, Hamilton, to refuse having anything
done at Killadoon which I may deem necessary towards the repairs of your
house and offices! - which appears to me highly derogatory to your
dignity!. As to the wash hand table which I bespoke from Mack, Williams
& Gibton, it is to cost 35 shillings, and with a shelf for the foot pan is to
amount to 39 shillings. I have long wished to bespeak a table for your
handsome china chamber sets, as at present ... they may be injured or broken
by a touch of the foot, by the sweeping brush or by the slightest shove or
motion of any piece of furniture beside them. ... I believe that the destruction
of the smallest article of these china sets would, with postage to and from
Messrs Spode, with packing case, freight, duty, porterage, etc, etc, come to
far more than the table which I took the liberty of bespeaking without your
acquiescence!, really deeming an article to cost 39 shillings infinitely
beneath your animadversion. ...’
29 Oct. 1830

Lady Leitrim to Lord Leitrim, Gresham’s Hotel,
Sackville Street, Dublin.
‘I am very sincerely obliged for your very kind letter,
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my dear Lord Leitrim. It is a very great relief to my
mind, as the headstrong and silly persons with whom it has been my hard
fate to converse during the last very melancholy six months which I have
passed alone, seemed to feel a fiend-like pleasure in bewildering my mind
and in refusing me answers to the most simple and natural questions. May
God forgive them! I never can.
I am very glad that you have written to Charles, as I think disrespectful
negligence to a parent hardens the heart and destroys good feeling. I was
not aware that you allowed Sydney £200 a year. Had I known it, I should
not have felt so much uneasiness at his incurring any additional expense. ...’

Ms. 36,033/7

Dec. 1830

Letters to Lord from Lady Leitrim, reflecting much the
same situation, except that Lady Leitrim is not wholly
confined to Killadoon. The last item in the bundle is a
lengthy ‘statement’ by Lady Leitrim, simply dated
‘1830’, of her (confused) idea of what has been happening to her.

Ms. 36,033/8

3 Mar. and 5 Apr.
1831

Two letters to Lord from Lady Leitrim.

Ms. 36,033/9

May 1831

Letters to Lord from Lady Leitrim, including:

27 May 1831

Lady Leitrim, Killadoon, to Lord Leitrim, Mohill. She
addresses him as ‘My ever dearest Cleo’, instead of the
more formal way she had been addressing him since
the onset of her illness (although she reverts to ‘My
dear Lord Leitrim’ in the next letter).
‘Your letter, or your few lines, of yesterday were the greatest comfort to me
this morning, on getting up after a sleepless and a restless night, the
consequence of my dinner at Lodge Park, where there were the Hugh
Henrys, the Bartons, Mr Carr and the Duke of Leinster, and all went off
extremely well, and I should have enjoyed it had you been there. But a
solitary being cannot enjoy anything ... .
God only knows, he alone can know, how devotedly I have ever loved you,
my beloved Cleo, since the first moment of my acquaintance with you. So
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much has from the first been done to disunite us that the ardour of my
affection has alone prevented the long-intended mischief. But when the
shaft was wielded by my own children, by the very beings whom, after you,
I had ever zealously tried to benefit in every manner in my poor power, then
indeed I became distracted and hopeless. God in his great wisdom and
mercy has supported me through very severe trials, and be assured that I feel
no wish so great as that of serving you in every way in my power. ... For
years ... I have struggled through the refractory, wilful and obstinate
conduct held towards me in my family. I will no longer dwell upon so
painful a subject, and may the Almighty grant that even in thus naming it I
may not have offended you, as on your first returning here after an absence
of eleven months, you ... [prevented] my opening a mind and heart deeply
wounded and bleeding at every pore from severe neglect, from ill-treatment
and unkindness I hope without a parallel. ...’
28 May 1831

Lady Leitrim, Killadoon, to Lord Leitrim, Mohill.

‘... Your account of Sydney’s hoping soon to get rid of
his crutches is a most unexpected and a most cheering
circumstance. My advice would be, to persuade
Clements to exert himself on a future opportunity. Standing for the county
would distract Charles’s attention from his profession, to which he now
seems so very attentive. ...’

Ms. 36,033/10

June-Dec. 1831

Letters to Lord from Lady Leitrim.

Ms. 36,033/11

1832

Letters to Lord from Lady Leitrim, including:

[Feb./Mar.? 1832]

Lady to Lord Leitrim.

‘... I approve most highly of the name which you have
given of “Rinnemore [sic - Rynnmore]” to Clements’s
intended residence. It is not only appropriate, but
pretty, and without the addition which you made, it sounded almost silly.
1 Oct. 1832

Lady Leitrim, Killadoon, to Lord Leitrim, Carrick-onShannon.
‘If the work is adequate to the noise and confusion
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now making in your dressing room, it will be indeed
great! Mr Murray arrived about 12 o’clock and intends returning to Dublin,
but will remain here to a late hour. ...
Mr Murray ... says that you seemed very much pleased with what had been
done [at Lough Rynn], and he things that Clements’s building will be very
pretty indeed. I do not think that Murray has any taste, however, for the
wild or picturesque. ...
I have just been to visit your room, and am quite certain that you can neither
sleep nor dress in our bedroom. I have therefore desired that the bed and
window curtains should be covered up, and your things removed to the
Venus Room and my bed to the middle room. ...’
Dec. 1832

Lady Leitrim, Killadoon, to Lord Leitrim, Mohill.

‘... I went into the dining room, and seeing that all the
cracks in the ceiling had reappeared, I desired
Hamilton [the steward] not to pay the plasterer until
you had heard this statement, and we therefore beg for your opinion on this
subject? ...’

Ms. 36,033/12

1833?-1834

Letters to Lord from Lady Leitrim.

Ms.
36,034/1-51

1804-37

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, as follows:

Ms. 36,034/1

2-8 Mar. 1804

Letters to Lady Clements, Charlemont House, Dublin,
from Lord Clements, Mullingar [where the Donegal
Militia was stationed] about the almost fatal illness of
their baby daughter, Caroline, and the declining health
of the 1st Earl of Leitrim.

Ms. 36,034/2

9-16 Mar. 1804

Letters to Lady Clements, Charlemont House, Dublin,
from Lord Clements, Mullingar, including:
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Lord Clements, Mullingar, to Lady Clements,
Charlemont House, Dublin.

‘... I have had a letter from Walker. He says he was
very near getting me an excellent steward [for the
Donegal estate], but that he was unluckily picked up by Lord Gage, who has
made him steward over an estate of £10,000 or £12,000 a year. You must
know that steward in England is equivalent to agent in Ireland. ... I have
written to him to say that I fear he looks a great deal too high for me ..., and
that at all events I am determined not to import an Irishman [to Donegal],
which would be sending coals to Newcastle indeed. ... There are a number of
Scotch stewards to be met with in Ireland, and in general they accommodate
themselves to Irish habits and manners better than the English do, who are
too apt to give themselves airs in this country. ...’
10-11 Mar. 1804

Lord Clements, Mullingar, to Lady Clements,
Charlemont House, complaining of the frequency with
which he is invited to dine with his officers.

‘... It is astonishing what a horror some persons have
of being alone, and how necessary they think society to be. They naturally
judge of me from themselves, but unless one can have the society of those
one loves, solitude is the most desirable thing when one is out of spirits. ...’

Ms. 36,034/3

May 1807

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

[May 1807]

Lord Leitrim, Mullingar, to Lady Leitrim, Sackville
Street, Dublin.

‘... Things [at the Co. Leitrim election] may perhaps
turn out better than you expect, and if we fail now, at
least let us hope to lay the foundation of success another time. ... Duke
Crofton is here and breakfasting with us. Robert [is] in very good spirits.’
13 May 1807

Lord Leitrim, Jamestown, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.
‘... Robert has opened the campaign. He is now
canvassing Carrick and its neighbourhood in company
with O’Beirne [Hugh O’Beirne of Jamestown Lodge?],
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the Simpsons, etc. The former [is] very warm and the latter will vote singly
if necessary. ... The three other candidates are all gone down to the other end
of the county.’
[ ] May 1807

Lord Leitrim, post-marked Carrick-on-Shannon, to
Lady Leitrim, Sackville Street.

‘... You need not have made any excuse for the advice
you give me about Robert, as you know, my beloved
Mary, that I am always most anxious and happy to receive your advice ... .
There is no one whose judgement in every instance I attend to so much ... .
I am happy to tell you that Robert and I go on as well as possible together. I
have had a great deal of confidential conversation with him in the carriage,
and he seems very well inclined to adopt all my views and opinions. In
short, we are upon the best footing imaginable.
I have very little new to tell you. I have received a letter from Percy, who is
against me, and one from Humphrey Butler in my favour. He has also given
his interest to Gore, but if he declines, I am in hopes of having it single. I
am sorry to say that from what I hear Latouche is not so favourable towards
me as I had expected. I have written to G. Ponsonby and requested him to
write to L., as from himself, to say that he hoped (for the interest of the
party) that there would be a good understanding between us, and that we
should mutually assist each other. Perhaps this may have some effect. I
know nothing further for certain about White. ...’
15 May 1807

Lord Leitrim, Friarstown, post-marked Dromahair, to
Lady Leitrim, Sackville Street.

‘We arrive here to a late dinner yesterday evening.
Johnston [of Friarstown is] most kind, warm and
friendly. He was as much surprised as we were at [Johnston of] Oakfield’s
not supporting us. He told me in the most unequivocal manner that the latter
never sent any message through him. After the assizes, he asked him in
general conversation whether he thought I should ever set up Robert. To
this, J.J. replied that he could not tell, but Robert was very young and
another election probably a very distant event. This was all that then passed
on the subject, but from the constant tenor of his conversation at different
times, he could have had no doubt of his inclination to support us. Oakfield,
however, declared two years ago that, as long as there was a Beresford at
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Kilmore [ie. as Bishop of Kilmore], he must support Henry [John Clements].
He has bought out [christian name and surname illegible and probably a
nickname] and is to be chairman of [quarter sessions for Co.] Sligo. This I
suppose was manoeuvred last week at Lennon’s.
Robert got a good many promises about Carrick yesterday, if they are to be
depended upon, and by way of strengthening his interest, my cousin Cooper
proposed a match for him with her daughter and £40,000. What do you
think of that? Not to be despised. I have hopes of Waldron. He seemed
favourable, and Johnston tells me that Beresford [George Beresford, Bishop
of Kilmore, Henry John Clements’s uncle?] has no promise from him and
does not him. Both he and Latouche were here yesterday and are gone on to
Oakfield, the latter accompanied by Dick Irwin, who is cursing the election
and wishing himself at home to plant his potatoes. Neither of them had
received any answer from Wynne, so that we are all alike in that respect. J.
tells me that the Carters will vote for Robert, but then I fear that they will
vote for Beresford also.
I had almost forgotten to say that Mr Peyton will positively not vote for
Gore, though there was a most pathetic scene between them, in which he
cried bitterly. But Lady Buckingham has settled that point. She will not
declare as yet for anyone but L[atouche], but wishes Robert very well.
This is a most desperate morning and we are going in the carriage to
Hazelwood, and from thence to Manor Hamilton, where our horses will
meet us. ...
Every exertion that the government can make is making in favour of
Beresford and Gore. The latter proclaims that he has White’s interest, but
nobody believes him. Possibly he may have it in the end, but he certainly
said so at a time that W. had not declared.’
[?16] May 1807

Lord Leitrim, Friarstown, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘We are just setting off from hence and expect to sleep
at Keonbrook tonight. After I wrote to you yesterday
evening, we went to Hazelwood, where we were most
coldly and drily received - a plump refusal. He said it distressed him to the
heart, and I believe it did, for I am certain that he felt ashamed of himself,
which of all sensations is the most distressing.
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We then went on to Manor Hamilton, where we made some arrangements,
and Robert saw the principal freeholders. Simon Armstrong [is] very warm,
and I think and hope that my tenants will be steady. The Algeos will I
believe be with us if Gore does not stand. They have near 100. I have not
been able to see the Carters, but Johnston says he thinks that he can answer
for them. Robert has written to them. ...
Dick Irwin, I understand, says that Henry [John Clements] will
unquestionably be the first, and that nothing can shake him. But from the
calculation that I have made, Latouche is ... before him. A great deal will
depend upon White, of whom I have not given up all hopes yet. ...’
18 May 1807

Lord Leitrim, post-marked Mohill, to Lady Leitrim,
Sackville Street.

‘Robert has gone out with Duke Crofton, and ... I have
been persecuted the whole day with a second edition of
all the applications I received last winter from the people of Cloncoo.
Robert will take a circuit of about thirty miles through Ballinamore,
Carrigallen, etc, the enemy’s quarter, where I thought it better not to appear.
I could have done no good there, and indeed I don’t think he will do any
himself. It was more for the appearance of the thing than anything else that
I sent him there, that they might not say that he had neglected that part of the
country, and with a view to his success with them on a future opportunity.
White I find has given his interest to the Beresfords and Latouches. I can’t
help suspecting there is some secret understanding between them with the
view of preventing a contest, and yet I hate to indulge suspicions. But it
seems an odd kind of decision. If he had been influenced by government, I
should have thought he would have supported Gore in preference to
Latouche. But one ought not to wonder at anything in elections. ... We have
so many domestic blessings, and so much cause to be thankful, that we
should be most unworthy and most ungrateful if we could suffer ourselves to
be discontented by any little disappointment in ambition. ...
I feel very odd in being so long separated from you, but if the election
terminates unfavourably for us, at least I shall have the consolation of seeing
you the sooner. Duke Crofton seems quite against my pursuing it, and I
think the probability is that we shall give it up. We shall decide this evening
when Johnston comes. I have told Robert how we are circumstanced, and
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exhorted him not to be discouraged, which he assures me he will not, and we
are both in very good spirits. ...’
[19] May 1807

Lord Leitrim, post-marked Longford, to Lady Leitrim,
Sackville Street.

‘I have only time, my best beloved, to write you two
lines to tell you that it was finally determined last night
not to go to a poll. Robert goes into Carrick today and will dine at the
ordinary and sleep there tonight. He will state to the county tomorrow his
reasons for declining, and then make his bow. ...’

Ms. 36,034/4

Oct.? 1809?:
1812?

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

[Oct.? 1809?]

Lord Leitrim, Omagh, to Lady Leitrim about his
forthcoming inspection of the Donegal estate.

‘... I have been very busy ... in looking over accounts,
surveys, valuations, petitions, that I may be as much as
possible au fait of all my business when I meet ...’ Cochrane.
[Oct.? 1809?]

Lord Leitrim, [Letterkenny], to Lady Leitrim.

He has met up with Cochrane, ‘... and have employed
this evening in talking over a variety of matters with
him. He seems to be a good sort of man, as far as I can
judge from the little which I have yet seen of him, but rather shy and
reserved, which renders it difficult indeed to form any opinion of him as
yet. ...
Friday evening. We returned to a late dinner about seven o’clock, after a
good long circuit through the Manor of Kilmacrenan, and found Walker
here. ... I fear that, after all, I shall not do as much business as I had
expected, as Cochran[e] sent me off some very essential maps and surveys
about a fortnight ago, which I never received ... . Another unpleasant
circumstance is that some of the land out of lease that I was on the point of
letting, and some of the best land about Kilmacrenan, has been claimed by
the clergyman as glebe, and I shall be obliged to give it up, though it has
been in possession of my tenants for [sic] time immemorial. It is too long a
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story to detail at present. ...’
[Oct.? 1809?]

Lord Leitrim, Letterkenny, to Lady Leitrim.

‘I spent the whole of yesterday at the little town of
Kilmacrenan, where I have set all the inhabitants by
the ears together, which may seem an odd thing to
rejoice at but, as the old proverb says “when rogues fall out”, etc, and I
think it will be verified in this instance. Walker has been of the greatest use
and assistance to me, and without the information which he has obtained for
me, I think I never should have succeeded (as I now hope to do) in breaking
through the combination that has subsisted here for so long a time against
my father and me. This journey will not, however, produce much
immediate effect, but I think I shall put things in a train to work their own
way and to produce a material addition to my income in a few years.
We are going to dine today with Major Boyd, and tomorrow we go to Horn
Head, going through a great part of my estate the whole way ... . From
thence, we shall go to the mine ...’.
[Oct.? 1809?]

Lord Leitrim, Letterkenny, to Lady Leitrim.
‘... I have not yet heard from Lord Abercorn, and
unless I do, I shall not stop at Barons Court. ...’

Ms. 36,034/5

1814: Jan.? 1815

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

[Jan.? 1815?]

Lord Leitrim, Athlone [where he was sitting on a court
martial or court of enquiry], to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon.

‘... Both Mrs Hay and Mrs Doyle [the wives of two of
the generals present] seem to know all about you, and enquired a great deal
after you, and I must add that the whole garrison seem to have expected you
here and to have been disappointed at your not coming. Mrs Doyle is an
American, and certainly not a specimen of Yankee beauty, but I believe a
very good sort of woman.
I have had a “no” from Lord Castlemaine [in his current campaign to be
elected an Irish representative peer], but no other answer since I came
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here. ...’
[Jan? 1815?]

Lord Leitrim, Athlone, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... I have had “no’s” today from Lord Roden and Lord
Monck - the former dates his letter from the Pavilion and “yes’s” from Lord Radstock and Lord Lansdowne.
Lord Downe writes me word that, having no property in Ireland, he has long
since determined not to interfere in the election of the Irish peerage, and
Lord Fitzwilliam regrets that the mode of voting will not allow him to give
me the support he wishes me; from which I imagine he thinks it would be
necessary to come to Ireland in order to vote, and is not aware of the new
construction of the Act of Union. But I shall write to him again to explain
this point.
Poor old Lady Clarina [daughter of Nathaniel Clements] is dead, so that
there is another mourning for us. ...’
[Jan.? 1815?]

Lord Leitrim, Athlone, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... I received answers this morning in the affirmative
from Lords Carysfort, Lismore and Darnley, and in the
negative from Lords Kingston, Lifford and Courtown,
besides an odd letter from Lord Abercorn, who certainly will not vote for
me, but I am inclined to think will not vote at all. ...
Anne writes me word that my mother and sisters were out of favour at the
Pavilion last week, and had not been invited there, after having been sent for
the week previous three nights running. Could that have been in
consequence of the P[rince] R[egent] having heard that I was a candidate for
the vacant peerage? ...’

Ms. 36,034/6

Mar? and May
1817

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim.

Ms. 36,034/7

2-10 June 1817

Letters to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon, from Lord Leitrim,
mainly in London, whither he has gone on account of
the illnesses of his mother, Lord Clements and old
John Clements.
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11-24? June 1817

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

11 June 1817

Lord Leitrim, Cumberland Place, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon, about the reduced income of his sisters,
following the death of their mother, the Dowager Lady
Leitrim.

‘... I had a great deal of conversation yesterday with my poor sisters as to
their future plans, the result of which is that, with very good incomes,
perhaps larger than falls to the share of most unmarried women in their
situation, I really fear that they will be very much straitened in their
circumstances. This will arise from their having so large a house in town
and what I suspect to be a very expensive one in the country [Long Ditton,
Surrey] ... . I calculate that they will have about £3,000 a year, but that is
certainly not equal to two such houses. ...’
14 June 1817

Lord Leitrim, Cumberland Place, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon, about the different versions and
complications of his mother’s will.

‘... I went ... in my greatcoat and under my umbrella as
far as Flaxman’s [the sculptor] about Harriet’s commission ... [probably
Harriet, Viscountess Massereene’s monument to her father, the 4th Earl of
Massereene, in Antrim parish church].’
15-16 June 1817

Lord Leitrim, Cumberland Place, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon, recording his impressions of a sculpture
exhibition, where he saw work by Bone, Flaxman and
Chantrey.

17 June 1817

Lord Leitrim, Cumberland Place, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon, about his visit with ‘the boys’ to Waite, a
specialist.

[He consulted] ... him more particularly about Sydney,
as you had desired. He said it was a thing that did not require any
consideration; that if I wished to diminish the prominence of his jaw, there
was one thing and one thing only, to be done - to take out four teeth from
each jaw. I really could not take such a responsibility on myself, and still
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less decide upon such an essential loss as that of four teeth, in that offhand
manner. I have consequently done nothing, and he returns to Ham today. I
don’t know whether you will blame me or not for this. I can only say that,
as your judgement is so much better than mine, if you wish it, I shall not
object to it. ...’
18 June 1817

Lord Leitrim, Cumberland Place, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon.

‘If my letter of yesterday, my beloved, did not satisfy
you in regard to Sydney, which I am inclined to fear it
did not, I hope this letter will satisfy your mind about him completely. I felt
so anxious to fulfil your wishes in this point, as I always do in everything,
that after I received your letter of the 13th yesterday, I determined to take
Sydney to Thompson’s and to get his opinion.
After examining his mouth very attentively, he said in the most decided
manner that, if he was his son, he would not touch it; that he had beautiful
teeth, which it would be the greatest pity to lose; that, though the jaw was
rather more prominent than might be wished, that [sic] it was no deformity
whatever; that nature had made it so, and that it would be very difficult, if
not dangerous, to attempt to force nature in this respect; that drawing the
teeth alone would not be sufficient; that much pressure must be used, and
that the process would be very tedious, expensive and, what was worst of
all, uncertain; that if even it did succeed to a certain degree in the first
instance, it might not be permanent. In short, he was decidedly against it,
and you may judge that, with the feeling I had before on the subject, his
opinion was equally decisive with me. ... I confess, I never gave a guinea to
a dentist in my life with greater satisfaction, though poor Sydney thought it
very hard that I should pay a guinea, as he said, for nothing, and I had a
great laugh against him at his wishing to have the worth of his money. I
offered to go back with him to Thompson’s and to have the teeth pulled out,
which however you may imagine he was not very anxious to do. What a
satisfaction it is to have to do with a rational man, and not such a coxcomb
as Waite.
I must now tell you that Lizzy and Louisa are overjoyed that his teeth are
not to be pulled out ..., and I must add that they think him very handsome,
and indeed they seem to me to be extremely fond of him. But he has got a
trick of keeping his mouth open, which I believe to be merely trick, and this
perhaps made the prominence of the mouth appear greater to me than it

Killadoon List in NLI printed 20/11/07

Page 104

KILLADOON PAPERS

DATE

DESCRIPTION

really is. I have spoken to him a great deal on the subject, and he has
promised to endeavour to correct it. ...
You heard from Lizzy, I believe, of Lady Antrim’s strange visit to my poor
mother to announce her intended marriage, but a few days before her [Lady
Leitrim’s] death, and her wanting her to go to the wedding. ... She called
here ... a few days ago ..., I suppose to ask me to present Phipps ... at the
Drawing Room ..., but she did not leave any message, and I understand that
if I had been here when the wedding took place, she would have asked me to
give her away. As I was going with Clem yesterday to the watchmaker’s in
Bruton Street, I met her at his door. She was just going to get on horseback,
and she presented me to Phelps. He is a good-looking man, rather vulgar, I
think, in his appearance, which is not wonderful, as he was originally a
chorister, then a singer at Vauxhall, afterwards a music master, and last of
all private secretary to Lord Burghersh, which is the best feather in his cap.
What a finale she has made. It is fortunate however that (they say) he is a
good sort of man, and that he bears a very good character. Lady Frances
Vane [her daughter] has not seen her since her marriage. ...’

Ms. 36,034/9

1823

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim.

Ms. 36,034/10

1823

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

19 Nov. 1823

Lord Leitrim, Charlemont House, Dublin, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... I had an opportunity in the evening of looking over
a great many accounts and of preparing myself with
questions to put to Fair this morning. Your poor estate is, I fear, in a most
hopeless situation, and what to do for it would, I believe, puzzle a wiser
head than mine. The great misfortune of it is what affects all Ireland, more
or less, but that part of the kingdom in a peculiar degree - a superabundant
population. ...’
20 Nov. 1823

Lord Leitrim, Charlemont House, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon.
‘This troublesome business with Mr Fair has been
much more tedious than I expected. After fugging all
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this morning with him, we [Lord Charlemont and he] have not yet totally
concluded, but we have not much more to do with him ...’.

Ms. 36,034/11

Jan.-Feb. 1826?

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

[Jan.? 1826]

Lord to Lady Leitrim.

‘... I was making calculations of our respective forces,
now that I have got the whole of the abstracts of the
different interests, and you will I have no doubt be
glad to hear that our prospect is much more favourable than I had expected.
... Clements has also been hard at work, and has written I believe more than
fifty letters these two last days for Cooper to take down to the country with
him. ...’
[Jan.? 1826]

Lord to Lady Leitrim.
‘... There is no account of Colonel J[ohn Marcus]
C[lements]. Nobody seems to know anything of him.
No account of his coming down, nor any agents as yet
retained by him. ...’

[20? Feb.? 1826]

Lord Leitrim, Longford, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... I forgot to ask you ... what you would advise me to
do in regard to the two Colonels at the assizes - I mean
as to asking them to sup with me or not. You may
recollect that I always used to ask Colonel H[enry John Clements] to supper
in our former visits to Carrick, when you and I used to go there so
comfortably and so happily together. But things are now very different, and
we shall meet, if we do meet, under very different circumstances, having lost
sight of each other for so many years; so that altogether I feel in a great
dilemma about it. ...’
[23? Feb. 1826]

Lord Leitrim, Lakefield [Duke Crofton’s house at
Mohill], to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... I did not go out all yesterday, ... but I was scarcely
for a moment left alone. Such a succession of visits
from tenants and other freeholders you can have no idea of from anything
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you ever saw in former days, and the barefaced manner in which they asked
for money was sufficient to prove what a change has taken place since my
time. ... Clements is going with D[uke] C[rofton] to Mohill to attend the
market. ... The letter you forwarded to me was from Major Irwin to say he
would give Clements his second votes. He has very few, but the
countenance of a respectable ..., resident gentleman, circumstanced as we
are at present, is of great consequence, besides laying the foundation of
perhaps a better support in future. Mr Hyde [Rev. Arthur Hyde, Rector of
Mohill], who is Sir H[ugh] C[rofton]’s son-in-law, also votes for C., which I
do not at all understand, more particularly as the latter has written rather a
stiff letter to his agent. But we must take what we can get, and Mr Hyde’s
vote is good as far as it goes. ...’
[24? Feb.? 1826]

Lord Leitrim, Lakefield, Mohill, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon.

‘I spent the greater part of yesterday morning, my
beloved, with Mrs Macnamara, and after a good deal
of beating about the bush on her part, I succeeded in softening her heart. ... I
am to go there again tomorrow and to take Clements with me to introduce
him. Mrs M. says that Mr M. is extremely zealous and anxious for C.’s
success. She ended in being very warm herself, and we parted the best of
friends. Clements, I am told, got on very well yesterday ..., [and] as far as I
have hitherto had an opportunity of judging, the wishes of the people in this
neighbourhood are certainly strong in his favour. Mr Hyde has promised to
exert all his influence with Sir Hugh [Crofton] when he comes down to the
assizes in favour of C. ...’
[24 Feb.? 1826]

Lord Leitrim, Lakefield, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... Clements is, thank God, very well, and though we
got a great wetting today, he does not seem to be the
least the worse for it. He was very well received
wherever he went, but no material point gained. ... I never was so persecuted
and disgusted in my life as I was this morning by the mob of pauper tenants,
pauper freeholders and paupers of every description who assailed me
here ..., all vociferating together and crying out for money in the most
violently clamorous manner. ... I can compare it to nothing but the scene we
had [in May or June 1820] with the Neapolitan guides at the foot of Mount
Vesuvius. At Mohill it was as bad. ...
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I had only a conditional promise from young Peyton, whom we did not see
yesterday. We did not get home till late, and we had Berry Norris, Sir
Hugh’s agent, and a Mr Whitelaw at dinner. The former [was] very cordial,
but depending entirely on Sir Hugh, the latter only a single vote, but that
vote for Colonel John. We met two Carrick shopkeepers at Mrs
M[acnamara]’s who spoke very strongly of the feeling that prevailed in
Carrick for C., and assured me he would not meet with a single refusal there.
The popular cry is certainly much in his favour, and particularly in the
barony of Leitrim. But that alone will not be sufficient. There were
bonfires again on the road as we returned yesterday in the evening, and
fellows running with torches before the carriage for a considerable
distance. ...’
[26? Feb. 1826]

Lord Leitrim, Lakefield, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... This being Sunday, it is a dies non in regard to
canvassing ... . I have received a letter from Colonel
Cullen to invite me to Skreeny, but as you may
suppose I have declined the invitation, and we shall go to the inn. Besides
that it would have been unpleasant to me to have gone there, it would have
been extremely inconvenient, as I shall have many persons to see and to talk
to privately while I am at M[anor] H[amilton], which I could not have done
so well at Skreeny ...’.
27 Feb. [1826]

Lord Leitrim, Lakefield, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

O’Beirne, ‘... although at a distance, ... has been very
zealous and active for me. I have traced his letters in
many instances, and the spirit which seems to pervade
the catholics against White is I think mainly owing to his exertions.
I cannot help often contrasting the very different feeling I had when you and
I (if I may so say) canvassed the county together in former days. But then I
carried everything before me, and I never for an instant had the smallest
doubt of success. Now I have a very uphill game to play. But what
particularly makes the greatest difference in my feelings is the difference in
the period of my life. Then I was young, sanguine and full of spirit. Now,
although I thank God I enjoy very good health, I am certainly going down
the hill. I have the cares of a large family upon me, and consequently
various subjects of anxiety. ... Whatever the result of this election may be, I
shall have at least one consolation, that there is not a man in the county, rich
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or poor, that can accuse me of having ever deceived him, either in public or
private life, of any breach of promise, or of any act unworthy of a
gentleman. I certainly shall and must feel sorry upon poor Clements’s
account if he loses the election, but I shall have the satisfaction of thinking
that I have done my duty by him, which I hope he will think too, and we
must in that case only look forward to better success another time. ...’

Ms. 36,034/12

[c.1-10] Mar. 1826

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

[early? Mar.?
1826]

Lord Leitrim, Manor Hamilton, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon.

‘Here we are, my beloved, at the Leitrim Arms, Manor
Hamilton. We arrived safe and sound, without any
overturn or disaster, about half past five, having found the Leitrim part of
the road very tolerably good, though hilly, the Roscommon part of the road
execrable. But a new road is now in progress of being made under the
direction of Nimmo, which is to avoid all the hills, and when it is completed
it is expected that the mail coach will run through Leitrim to Manor
Hamilton and Ballyshannon.
We canvassed some freeholders with minor interests on our way here, and
we were successful with them all. ... At the entrance of the manor [of
Hamilton], the freeholders of the manor all met us and insisted on drawing
the carriage into town. ... I was of course obliged to treat the townspeople,
which has occasioned a little occasion and row, for after drinking success to
Lord Clements, it seems they were inclined to give a few broken heads to
some of White’s tenants who joined them uninvited, and whom they did not
wish should get drunk at Lord Clements’s expense, and the chief constable
came in here in a great fuss to tell me there was dreadful work going on in
the street and that I must go out instantly to assist in quelling the riot. I went
out accordingly, assured that he had exaggerated the story extremely. I
begged of them to go home quietly, if they wished to oblige me, which they
all did in a very short time after a few hurrahs ... .
I should add that my tenantry here are, as I believe you know, a very
different description of persons from those paupers of Mohill. Among
several hundred that came out to meet us, there was scarcely a man that was
not well dressed, and many of a very respectable description. They all
expressed great joy at seeing both Clements and me. They paid me many
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compliments, and appeared really to be quite enthusiastic. ...’
[early? Mar.?
1826]

Lord Leitrim, Manor Hamilton, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon.

‘... After breakfast, we had a good many visitors townspeople - who detained us a great while.
Clements was to have canvassed the town afterwards, but it was so wet and
dirty and rained so violently that we agreed it was better to defer it. I
ordered the carriage and we drove down to Skreeny to make a visit of
civility merely. I though that the little great man, as he is called here, might
perhaps invite us to dinner ..., but we were not put to the trial ... . Not a
word of course about the election.’
[early? Mar.?
1826]

Lord Leitrim, Manor Hamilton, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon.

‘... Clements made a very successful canvass this
morning, after going round the town. ... He then
returned for the market, after which he took a circuit through Wynne’s
estate, and Mr Whyte’s (of England as he is called), who married Miss
Beresford. [Frances Beresford, aunt of Henry John and John Marcus
Clements, had married James Whyte of Pilton House, Barnstaple, in 1807.]
All his tenants promised to vote for him. ... During his absence, I was
employed in receiving freeholders of various descriptions, from Colonel
Cullen downwards - £20 freeholders, 40s. ditto, officers, priests, etc. It was
with difficulty I got time ... to walk through the town, which however I did
at last accomplish. I thought it necessary to show myself a little, as it is
called, and I also wished much to see the locale and to observe what changes
and what improvements had taken place since I had last been there. ...’
[early Mar.? 1826]

Lord Leitrim, Carrick-on-Shannon, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon.

‘... I do not recollect whether I told you in my letter of
yesterday that Clements had canvassed this town on
Friday and Saturday with great success. With the exception of the militia
staff, everybody in the town promised to support him, and even by the staff
he was well received. After church yesterday, we took a ride to Jamestown
and Drumsna. ... We made a good many visits at Drumsna to old
acquaintances, but the day being so fine, most of them were out. Those
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whom we did see received us very well, and we got an interest which had
not been promised to us before, and which I thought a very doubtful one, a
Mr William Keon, as I had refused to lend him money, which he applied to
me for some time ago. ...’
[early Mar.? 1826]

Lord Leitrim, Sligo, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... Clements was again very successful in his canvass
this morning. We have got Mr Martin of this town, of
whom, although he is my tenant, we had great doubts.
He has about 20 votes under him, and we have got some other minor
interests. ...’
6 Mar. 1826

Lord Leitrim, Ballyshannon, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon.

‘... We arrived here about 4 o’clock, having called at
several places as we came along - young Cullen, Mr
Loftus Tottenham, Mr Dickson, etc. As they are all enemies, there was
nothing to be expected from them. Our visits therefore were mere visits of
civility, and I was as well pleased that they were none of them at home. The
only person we did find at home was a Mr Ellis of Wood House, who
received us very well, though he made no promise. But he expressed a
strong wish to support Clements, adding that he was so circumstanced that
he could not at present make any declaration as to his second vote. He has
promised Colonel J.C. but has made no other promise.
As soon as we arrived here, the officers of the staff came to see us ..., and
then [we] took a walk about the town and called upon Dr Sheils, a catholic
freeholder, who was at dinner, so that we did not see him. ... There is not
much to be done here in the way of canvassing ... . I saw a tenant of
Cullen’s, a £50 freeholder who has 16 freeholders under him, whom he
offered, or rather promised, to Clements. After he had promised them, he
requested leave to draw upon me for a small sum of money which he wanted
for a particular purpose, adding that he would take care to make provision
for the bill when due. This, as you may imagine, I was obliged to decline,
and you will probably think that he is but a slippery fellow. Perhaps he is
so, but he is a bon catholique, and repeated his promise notwithstanding my
refusal.’
7 Mar. 1826
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Killadoon.
‘... After breakfast, I inspected the staff on the parade.
They all looked remarkably well. We then went to
church. [Rev. Robert] Pakenham gave us a very good sermon, which I
suspect was not his own, for it was very ill delivered and not at all in the
style [in] which a preacher would deliver his own composition. The rest of
the morning was spent in visits to the officers and their wives, but we also
paid a long visit to Dr Sheils, a catholic of a good deal of influence in this
part of the county, who has promised to do everything he could for
Clements. ... I suppose you know that Dr Crawford [with whom they are
staying] has a very good interest in Leitrim, which he gives Clements. ...’
8 Mar. 1826

Lord Leitrim, Manor Hamilton, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon.
‘... I shall be obliged to go with him [Clements] to Mrs
Macnamara’s tomorrow, as he would have no way of
getting there without me ...’

Ms. 36,034/13

[13-16] Mar. 1826

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

13 Mar. 1826

Lord Leitrim, Carrick-on-Shannon, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon, about the assizes, where the grand jury has
elected Mr Robinson, whom Leitrim did not vote for,
to some local government office.

‘... Colonel John Clements is very ill and keeping his bed. He was obliged
to leave the grand jury yesterday, of which he was foreman. But I believe
his illness is nothing of any consequence, and only the effect of fatigue from
having made a very rapid journey from London outside the mail. Colonel
H[enry Clements] is here with Theo[philu]s [his son] for his aide de camp.
He came to vote for Mr Robinson, but is not on the grand jury. They both
returned to Cavan today. ... Duke Crofton invited me to Lakefield, but I
thought we had been there already sufficiently long. O’Beirne is not
arrived, and will not be here for a fortnight. His matrimonial speculation
and young wife, who might be his daughter, has been in every way a most
unlucky business for me ... . O’Beirne not being here, I do not think we
could do much, or indeed any, good by staying here any time after the
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assizes ...’.
18 Mar. 1826

Lord Leitrim, Carrick-on-Shannon, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon.

‘... Clements has had a slight return of his complaint,
in consequence of which he stays at home today and
does not go to Jamestown, where I am going to dine with O’Beirne. ... The
principal assizes incident is that of the great Colonel Cullen having been
called last on the grand jury, so that if Wynne, Johnston of Oakfield, [?Sin]
Jones or any of the Latouche family had attended, cum multis alias who
were absent, he would have been left out. Capt. Macnamara is second on
the grand jury, and O’Beirne third. It is altogether a foolish thing on the part
of the sheriff to have put them so much out of their place, and as you may
suppose, it has been a copious subject of conversation among those who
have little else to talk about. If the sheriff wished to mortify Cullen, he
would have done it much more effectually by placing him in the middle of
the panel and putting two or three persons above him who had hitherto been
usually below him. ...’ He has not mentioned Skreeny to Colonel Cullen,
nor has Cullen to him. [It would seem that Cullen held Skreeny by lease
from Leitrim, and that the lease was nearing renewal.]

Ms. 36,034/14

late Nov.-22 Dec.
1828

Letters to Lady Leitrim, Dieppe and Paris, from Lord
Leitrim, travelling from Paris to Ireland and back,
including:

9 Dec. 1828

Lord Leitrim, Kinnegad [Co. Westmeath], to Lady
Leitrim, Paris.

‘... I got up early this morning ... and had Faris to
breakfast with me, from whom I learned what you will
be glad to hear, that Mr D’Arcy (the brother) was just returned from France
and had brought over the renewal of Ballykine [part of the Rosshill estate]
duly executed; so that your mind may now be at ease upon that score. ...
The stable [at Killadoon is] in progress, Hamilton complaining that it is a
very heavy job.
You will probably be surprised to hear that Colonel John Clements, who
was a captain on half pay, has got a troop in the 3rd Dragoon Guards and is
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actually gone to do duty in that regiment at Edinburgh as junior captain, one
of his seniors not having been born when he first entered the army. We
heard this from Theo Clements, whom we saw this morning, and his reason
of it was that the Colonel was put on full pay very must against his will, and
thought it a great hardship; to which I give no credit whatever. That
appears to me highly improbable, and my construction of it is that he has
gone upon full pay with the view of selling out to greater advantage.
I hear that Robert Pakenham, Conolly’s brother, is to succeed Sands at
Celbridge, and that Mr Burgh is to have the living of Ballyshannon.
You will perhaps have heard of the death of Lady Caroline Damer. She has
left all her Irish estates (£18,000 a year) to Lord Portarlington - a pretty little
legacy - his English estates, Milton Abbey and all her personal property to
his brother, Henry Dawson ...’.
[14? Dec. 1828]

Lord Leitrim, Carrick-on-Shannon, to Lady Leitrim,
Paris.

‘Everything has gone off here very well - much better
indeed than I expected - and everything was said and
done that was most kind, flattering and complimentary both to Clements and
me, mixed up, to be sure, with a good deal of nonsense and absurdity which
I hope will not find its way into the newspapers, for you will be surprised to
hear that there was a reporter here from London! ... It was resolved among
other things that no pledge should be required of C. as to his parliamentary
conduct, as they had perfect confidence in him, etc, etc. Not the slightest
notice [was] taken of White, no more than if he did not exist. ...’
15 Dec. 1828

Lord Leitrim, [Dublin], to Lady Leitrim, Paris.

‘... I came direct ... to town, calling upon Fawcett in
my way, with whom I had a long conversation on
Leitrim politics. I believe I did not tell you in my letter of yesterday that I
left my beloved Clements in Leitrim. He thought it right to stay there a little
while to visit some of his constituents, and accordingly he went on Friday to
Sir Josias Rowley’s. From thence he wants to go to Major Irwin’s and from
him to Mr Nesbitt’s. I believe he will spend his Christmas at Hazelwood ...’

Ms. 36,034/15

1828?
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Apr. 1829

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

Good Friday [10?
Apr.? 1829]

Lord Leitrim, Killadoon, to Lady Leitrim.

‘... Charles Hamilton accompanied me in my carriage
as far as Lucan, where he went to dine with the Veseys
and console his friend, the Colonel, who threatens to
sell his estate and to go and live in England in consequence of the passing of
the Catholic bill. ...
I have been called upon by the Stack family to pay £500 on account of the
charge on my estate to the Clarina family, to enable a young Stack to
purchase a commission in the army. This charge was always supposed to be
£4,000, and I have paid interest for that sum ever since my father’s death, as
my father before me did ever since my grandfather’s death. But upon
looking into Lady Clarina’s marriage settlement [of 1767 - see Ms. 36,011
(part)], it appears that the charge there is only £2,000, which has puzzled us
all, and no one as yet can account for interest having been paid upon £4,000.
There are one or two other odd things connected with this business, which I
cannot now explain, but which I will when we meet. ...’
[17? Apr. 1829]

Lord Leitrim, [Dublin?], to Lady Leitrim.

‘... I left my name at the Castle for the Duke and
Duchess [of Northumberland]. I sat an hour with
Morgan Crofton, and had a long conversation with him
on Leitrim politics. White’s interest he thinks annihilated, and he is of
opinion that he will never stand again. But though it is easy enough to
ascertain that the interest of certain individuals in different counties will be
considerably diminished, and in some instances totally destroyed, it is very
difficult to say beforehand in general how the new system will work, and
upon this point I find scarcely any two people that agree. I am told that
Lord Enniskillen is likely to be as great a sufferer as anyone, and that Sir
Henry Brooke will now have by many degrees the most powerful interest in
Fermanagh. ...’

Ms. 36,034/17

7-16 Aug. 1829
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Lord Leitrim, Carrick, to Lady Leitrim, [Killadoon].

‘... It was just 2 o’clock when we reached the
metropolis of Leitrim, which we found more empty
and with infinitely less bustle or appearance of an
assize town than Celbridge. One of the judges only had arrived, and the
other, Sir William Smith, who is always late, is not even yet come. By
degrees a few grand jurors dropped in, and we went into court about 3
o’clock. There is very little business to be done and a very thin attendance,
which is generally the case at the summer assizes. Charles was called on the
grand jury, and young Wynne, who is here with his father for the first time,
and who came purposely to serve on the grand jury, was not called. How
this happened, I do not know. I suppose it must have proceeded from some
mistake. Wynne has invited us to go to Hazelwood on our way to Donegal,
which we have accepted ...’.

Ms. 36,034/18

18-27 Aug. 1829

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

19 Aug. 1829

Lord Leitrim, Edenmore, Stranorlar, [Co. Donegal, the
house of his Donegal agent, John Cochrane], to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... The good people here are all very grateful to me for
my appointment of young Cochran[e] to be clerk of the peace, and he is
upon the strength of it going to be married. ...’
20 Aug. 1829

Lord Leitrim, Lifford, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... I believe [Lord] Mount Charles has gone off
already this morning, and I suspect he is glad enough
to get away from his constituents, by whom he
appeared to me to be received coldly enough. Clements will be equally glad
to bid adieu to the Donegallians, who although a much higher order of men
than we are in the habit of meeting in Leitrim, do not by any means appear
to advantage in comparison with the latter, either as grand jurors or
gentlemen. Such [?treating], cheering and noise as we have had for the three
days we have been here, I have not heard for many years, and Conolly as
vulgar a fool as any of them. We had the Glorious Memory every day, and
Clements and I were the only persons present who did not drink it. Mount
Charles, Stewart and Chichester drank it, although they voted for the
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catholics, which surprised me. ...’

Ms. 36,034/19

26-9 Sep. 1829

Three letters to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon, from Lord
Leitrim, paying visits in Co. Wicklow.

Ms. 36,034/20

1830

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

[1830?]

Lord Leitrim, Dromahair, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘I set off this morning to Manor Hamilton immediately
after breakfast and spent the whole of the day there. It
was past 8 o’clock when I returned ... . I spent the
greater part of the day in laying out a road to a bog, which I am going to
make at my own expense, with the double object of giving employment to
the people and also of supplying them with turf, which is become a scarce
commodity here ... .
A son of Mr Nimmo has been here lately, who told Dr Johnston that Fair
had been extremely active in assisting the poor people on your estate,
supplying them both with seed potatoes and provisions. His expression was
that he had done wonders in that respect. ...’
3 Apr. [1830]

Lord Leitrim to Lady Leitrim.

‘... Colonel Cullen, who was with his workmen on the
ground which he has lately taken from White, saw us
as we passed by, followed us into the town, and was
very urgent that we should go down to Skreeny, so that all my precautions to
avoid him proved ineffectual. ...’
[4 Apr. 1830]

Lord Leitrim to Lady Leitrim.

‘... Charles and I took a walk before church, and after
church we went to Skreeny, where we remained
inspecting the house, offices, etc, and walking about
the ground[s] till near 6 o’clock ..., and as it is now past 12 o’clock, you may
judge that we have had a tolerable good spell of the Colonel for one day.
The accommodation in the house is in every respect much worse than I
expected, I mean as to sleeping rooms, and the servants’ rooms very bad
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indeed. It is astonishing how much smaller all the rooms appear to me now
than they did formerly. But, take the house as it is, I am still of opinion that
it would be a very desirable acquisition - in fact, the only place in the county
where I could, by occasionally coming down here, be of any material use to
my estate. ...’
21 Dec. 1830

Lord Leitrim, Bolton le Moors, [Yorkshire], to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon, describing how he has found
Sydney following his riding accident.

‘I arrived here, my dearest Mary, yesterday afternoon,
and found Sydney going on I hope essentially well. He had five wounds in
his leg and knee. Two of them (one of which was thought the worst) have
healed, and the others are healing progressively, but he has had some
unpleasant shooting pains the last three or four days, brought on by sitting
up too much in his bed ... . I am happy to tell you that his general health
does not appear to have suffered in the least, and it is very remarkable that
he has never had any fever. Excepting in the one leg and knee, he has no
pain whatever, and he is in very good spirits. ... In point of looks, he is very
little altered by his confinement. Of course, you may suppose he is
somewhat thinner than he was, and his face is less flushed than it generally
is, but so far as that goes, it is rather an improvement in his appearance, for
he is by no means pale. His appetite is very good, and in point of diet he
lives much as usual. ... He has two servants who are very constant in their
attendance on him and as attentive as possible. One of them in particular he
said was worth his weight in gold. ...’
23 Dec. 1830

Lord Leitrim, Bolton le Moors, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon.

‘... I thank God, I can give you a very good account of
our dear Sydney in all essential points. The spasmodic
pains to which I alluded in my former letter are very much diminished. In
fact, they very seldom occur now, and when they do, it is with infinitely less
violence. The surgeon is very much pleased with the appearance of his leg
and knee, and I can myself perceive that the wounds have contracted
considerably since I came here, that the inflammation has subsided, and that
the swelling is of course proportionately reduced. ... He is extremely patient,
and the only thing he seems to wish much for is to be allowed to sit up again
in his bed, which the surgeon has positively interdicted, and which of course
prevents him from writing to you. ...’

Killadoon List in NLI printed 20/11/07

Page 118

KILLADOON PAPERS

DATE

DESCRIPTION

Ms. 36,034/21

1830? or c.1830

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim.

Ms. 36,034/22

Jan. 1831

Letters to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon, from Lord Leitrim,
London, Long Ditton, etc.

Ms. 36,034/23

Feb. 1831

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

23 Feb. 1831

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, [London], to
Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... Sydney gives a very good account of himself and
seems in great spirits at the prospect of his promotion,
in which I trust that there will be no further disappointment. There are two
companies now a-going in the regiment, and he expects to have a captain
under him. ...’

Ms. 36,034/24

Mar.-June 1831

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

26 Mar. 1831

Lord Leitrim, Bolton le Moors, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon.

‘... I am happy to tell you that I found my poor Sydney
much better than I expected. ... [The surgeon] is
perfectly satisfied with the manner in which the knee is now going on, and
confirms Sydney’s description of himself - slow and sure. ... Sydney is in
excellent spirits and his general health perfectly good. ... He has indeed had
a sadly tedious confinement, and it has been a most severe trial, which he
has borne with unexampled patience and good humour.’
[c.25? May?
1831?]

Lord Leitrim, Mohill, to Lady Leitrim, post office,
Leixlip, about his terrible journey.

‘I got on very prosperously as far as Rathowen
[Co. Longford], when I was told that there were no
horses for me at Longford, as they were all engaged by Mr [Anthony]
Lefroy for the election, which began to-day; but that if I would take four,
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they would go with me two stages without stopping at Longford. To this I
agreed, but when they knew that I was going to Mohill, and not to
Aughamore, they began to make objections, and said they would not take
me to Mohill, as they were engaged for Mr White for today. I asked them
what difference that would make, as Mohill was exactly the same distance
from Longford as Aughamore; and it would be as easy to return from the
one place as the other. They still continued to make objections, and with a
great deal of difficulty at last consented to take me to Mohill, upon my
agreeing to pay their expenses for the night.
But the negotiation was all so much time lost, for it was as much as they
could to take me even to Longford, where however I found that Sutcliffe had
kept a pair of horses for me, and that the Rathowen story was all a humbug.
But S. recommended strongly that I should take four, a second pair having
as he told me just come in, which would be ready for me after feeding, as
the road was very hilly and the evening both rough and dark. I thought his
advice both reasonable and good, and I followed it accordingly, but I had to
wait at least an hour for the horses and the house was all in such confusion,
full of freeholders, agents, etc, that I could not get a place to put my head
into, so that I contented myself with sitting in the chaise, and made my
dinner upon the Killadoon sandwiches, and a very good dinner it was.
At last I started again, the night pitch dark, and raining as if it had never
rained before. I particularly told the post boys to turn to the right after they
had passed N.T. Forbes, and to go by Drumlish, but it was so dark that I
could not see the turn to direct them, and they passed it before I was aware
of it. After a time I stopped the carriage to enquire if they were sure they
had not passed it; they told me they had, but that they meant to turn off at
Dromod, which was a better road; I was very sure that was not the case, but
we had passed the turn too far to go back, and when we got to Dromod,
upon my enquiring the state of the road, I was told it was perfectly
impassable for a carriage, and that if I attempted it, I should most certainly
be overturned. I had nothing left for it therefore but to go on to Aughamore
and get fresh horses there, which I did; but it was a round of at least six
miles, provoking enough on such a night, and I have no doubt the boys did it
on purpose; owing to these three several days I did not arrive here until near
nine o’clock, but without any accident whatever. ...’
[c.26? May?
1831?]

Lord Leitrim, Mohill, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.
‘... With the feelings which you profess to have against
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so many members of your family [particularly her
daughters], I certainly did not think it desirable that
you should go to London when you proposed it to me, and I think so still. It
appears to be quite impossible that, with those feelings, you and my
daughters should meet, and I should have thought you would have been not
less anxious than me to avoid those remarks and observations to which that
very circumstance must naturally give rise. When you came to see me in
Dublin the day of my arrival in Ireland, you professed to be willing and
ready to do anything I might wish ... . I felt so happy at what I considered a
return of your former good feelings towards me, that I immediately
consented to return with you to Killadoon. I naturally concluded that you
had given up your wish of going to London upon finding that I did not
approve of it, and was every day the more confirmed in this opinion from
the circumstance of your never once complaining of your teeth during the
whole time I was at Killadoon, which was more than seven weeks. ...’
[late May? 1831?]

Lord Leitrim, Carrick-on-Shannon, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon.

‘Only think of my being obliged to come here after all,
my beloved Mary, and to attend a meeting of
magistrates, and an election, too, of all things in the world. But I was
pressed into the service and could not avoid it. It was an election of persons
to act under the Population Act and take the census. It has lasted several
hours and I have now only a few moments left before the post goes out from
hence.
I have had a letter from Sydney much to the same effect as what he wrote to
you. He expects soon to lay aside his crutches, but not to be fit for military
duty for some months. The only material thing he adds besides is to
recommend me to set up Charles at the next general election as candidate for
Leitrim, in the event of Clements still persevering in his determination of
not standing again himself. He says he does not feel himself competent to
parliamentary duty, and that he would not like to undertake anything for
which he did not feel himself competent.’
[late May? 1831?]

Lord Leitrim, Mohill, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.
‘... I have been over a great part of the estate. I was
the most of yesterday employed in looking at
Clements’s improvements. His trees look better than I

Killadoon List in NLI printed 20/11/07

Page 121

KILLADOON PAPERS

DATE

DESCRIPTION

expected to have found them. ...’
2 June 1831

Lord Leitrim, Dromahair, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... I shall dine and sleep tonight at Hollymount (Simon
Armstrong’s), near Manor Hamilton ... . I was told
yesterday by some of my tenants, “God bless your
Lordship, but you walk very well for a man of your years”. And another
man, a tenant of Wynne’s, ... insisted upon it that he had accompanied me
on my canvass six and forty years ago! ...’

Ms. 36,034/25

Dec. 1831

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

4 Dec. 1831

Lord Leitrim, Kingstown, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

He has missed the ferry, but thinks that he can
‘... make up for this unfortunate contretemps by
travelling all night, by which means I shall still, please God, arrive in time,
not perhaps for the King’s speech, which is of no great consequence, but for
the debate, which is what I am most anxious about. I enclose you [not
found] George Ponsonby’s letter in answer to mine, which I received in
town this morning, and from which you will perceive that Lord Grey is very
anxious for a full attendance. ...
I ... received £1,262 6s 10d from the Accountant-General of the Court of
Chancery, which took me up [sic] more time than I had been aware was
necessary, from the number of forms to be observed. This, I must remark, is
not the whole of the sum to which your mother was entitled. It seems there
had not been money sufficient paid into the court to discharge the whole of
the claims, but the money so paid in is so divided among the claimants as far
as it goes, and to liquidate the remainder of the claims Faris seems to think
that a further portion of the estate must be sold, so that it may be some time
yet before the business is finally settled. The provoking thing is that what
has been now raised might as well have been raised in 1825, a year before
the death of your poor mother. ....
I am just returned from church, where we had a very long political sermon
from an Englishman whose name I could not learn. ...’
7 Dec. 1831
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Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.
‘... Clements tells me that there has been a negotiation
going on between Ministers and Lords Wharncliffe
and Harrowby, but that it has ended in nothing. He has been in town a
week, and dining almost every night at the Wharncliffe house. ...
C. says that he [Sydney] is very much improved indeed in walking as well
as riding, but more he thinks from increased strength and the habit of taking
more exercise, than from any actual improvement in his knee, and this has
been long my opinion as to what was likely to take place.’
8 Dec. 1831

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, London, to
Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... The fact is that the proceedings of the House of
Lords are conducted with so much irregularity that
nobody ever knows, except by chance, either what has been done or what is
to be done. Until I became a member of that Noble House, I could have
formed no conception of the total absence of order which prevails there.
The question is very frequently not put at all, but in a manner taken for
granted, and when put, it is done in such a hasty, careless manner as to be
perfectly inaudible. ...
Lord Anglesey told me the day I saw him in Dublin exactly what you heard
from the Duke of Leinster of the Board of Education, and I sincerely hope
that it may produce some system of education that may give satisfaction to
the catholics, if O’Connell will allow them to be satisfied with anything.
You will perceive in the King’s Speech that the subject of tithes is to come
before parliament, but when, and in what shape, are points of which I am as
yet totally ignorant. I believe I did not tell you yesterday that the Bishop of
London had left off his wig, and that he appeared in the House wigless on
Tuesday. Is not that quite a revolutionary measure? After that, I think it is
impossible that tithes can last long. ...’
9 Dec. 1831

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, London, to
Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... You ask me what you are to do about money. You
know that Hamilton will give you whatever you may
want. With respect to the maids’ wages, I suppose it is immaterial to them
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whether they get them immediately or a fortnight hence. I mention that,
mainly because H. will have a good deal to pay for me to the College next
week. But if they are impatient for their wages, it is much better to pay
them at once. I hope that H. will receive a good deal for me between this
and Christmas.
While I am on the subject of money, I must remark that you seem not to be
aware that there is a further sum to be received on account of your mother’s
legacy, which I suppose I did not sufficiently explain to you in my letter
from Kingstown. I do not recollect the amount of the whole sum to be
received. I believe it is something about £1,600 which would leave £400
still due. ... In the meantime, it is a great point, after such an unconscionable
delay, to have got £1,200 out of the fire.’
10 Dec. 1831

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... I left this at half past four, was at the House before
five and found it was already up; so that my senatorial
labours have not hitherto been very great. I came home again, and Clements
and I dined as usual, tête à tête, upon our mutton chops and potatoes.
I believe I have never told you that his Dresden vases are arrived and [are]
now before me. They are very pretty - a white [?matting] pattern, with fruit
and flowers in relief, but no landscape.’
11 Dec. 1831

Lord Leitrim, Long Ditton, [post-marked Kingstonupon-Thames], to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... Clements proposed walking to the de Bor’s [sic]
with the view of seeing their cottage and taking hints
from it for his intended cottage at Rinne [sic]. ...
Lord Hill was extremely civil and kind in his manner, as he always is, but
said nothing definite. He assured me, however, that he would promote
Charles as soon as he could. We must only live in hopes.
I had a very kind invitation yesterday from Lady Conyngham to visit
Bifrons, and C. received a similar one. But I do not mean to accept it. I am
too anxious to return to you as soon as I possibly can. ...’
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Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... The dislike of the world and of society which has
long been growing upon me becomes, I am sorry to
say, stronger and stronger every day. I have gone to the House whenever
there has been a House as a matter of duty. But it the only place I have
gone to ...; so that, with the exception of Clements, who has dined with me
every day, I have led a completely solitary life since I left you. But it is
what suits me best when I am away from Killadoon. I left him yesterday at
Long Ditton and Sydney supplied his place at dinner, when we had our
mutton chops and mashed potatoes as usual. ...
The Irish members, I am told, are very much dissatisfied at not getting a
greater increase in the number of representatives.’
15 Dec. 1831

Lord Leitrim, London, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

He refers to a speech made by ‘the worthy’ Lord
Cloncurry ‘... at the county of Dublin meeting the
morning of the day on which he sailed. He tells the freeholders that the love
of the people for him had enabled him to bring back Lord Anglesey, and he
then adds how he had recommended the different Irishmen who had been
made English peers, but had never mentioned himself, and a good deal more
to the same effect. I never read such an absurd effusion of vanity and folly.
He expressed the same thing personally to Lord Meath here (and you may
conceive the astonishment of the latter), adding that he had been the means
of making the Bishop of Killaloe, Bishop of Derry!’

Ms. 36,034/26

Feb.-Mar. 1832

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

5 Mar. 1832

Lord Leitrim, Carrick-on-Shannon, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon.

‘... Poor old [?Gussey], whom I believe you recollect,
thinks I am all-powerful now, as a great many other
persons think also, and with one foot in the grave is looking to get a living.
I am not sure that he does not think I could make him a bishop. ...’ He
thinks that, as the Reform Bill has had a small hold-up in the Commons ‘... I
may venture to stay here till the assizes are over ...’.
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Sep.-Dec. 1832

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

30 Sep. 1832

Lord Leitrim, Carrick-on-Shannon, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon.

‘... There is a tolerably good meeting of grand jurors
here, although several are absent. Among those
present we have Colonel John Clements, whom I certainly should not have
known if I had met him in the street or in any place where I did not expect to
see him. He is grown very old in appearance, has got a great stoop, and is in
every respect quite a different-looking man from what he was when I last
saw him, which was so many years ago that I cannot now fix a date to the
time, and I think it very probable that I may have met him frequently in
London without knowing him. I think I never saw a more melancholylooking person, which he did not use [sic] to be formerly. He has what you
would call a most woebegone countenance. There was as usual very little
business done yesterday, and not a very large party at dinner, many of the
grand jurors having gone home, to return tomorrow. Clements found an
invitation at [?Aughamore] to dine today at O’Beirne’s, which he would
have liked much better than Mrs Mac’s, and O’Beirne gives a ball on
Wednesday; so that you see this neighbourhood is become very gay. ...’
1 Oct. 1832

Lord Leitrim, Carrick, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... I have been all the morning engaged with Norris,
whom I have had quite to myself, as the grand jurors
are all now occupied and he is not on the grand jury. I
have been signing leases and talking over various matters connected with
my estate, as well as the election, upon which he is very sanguine, and it is a
great satisfaction to me to have to do with a rational, sensible man, of whom
there are so few in this country, and of what is of more consequence, with a
man of honour and principle; for, there are plenty of very sharp and clever
men here, but then they are woefully deficient in both honour and principle.
Talking of which reminds me of the respectable Mr Sam W[hite]. I believe I
omitted to tell you in my letter of yesterday that he was not here ... .
Whether his absence may be imputed to the circumstance of his not
intending to stand again for the county, or from the consideration that, as he
[?buys] all the support which he desires, it is unnecessary to give himself the
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trouble of coming down here, is a question upon which there are different
opinions. I don’t pretend to have formed any, for he is such a strange
animal that I find it impossible to reason upon anything that he either does
or omits to do.’
2 Oct. 1832

Lord Leitrim, Carrick, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.
‘... I am very glad to hear that you are now going to
take Dr Marsh’s prescription, which ought not to have
been deferred and which I trust you will not defer any
longer. ...

I received this morning a letter from Fair to tell me that the roof of the
drawing-room at Rosshill had very suddenly fallen in on Friday last in the
middle of the day. How fortunate it was that the house was unoccupied. I
am going to write to Lord Charlemont to communicate the event to him, and
also to Fair to desire he will get an architect to inspect the roof and to let me
know what he recommends to be done, and to send to me also an estimate of
the repairs that may be necessary, for something should be done without loss
of time. ...’
20 Dec. 1832

Lord Leitrim, Carrick, to Lady Leitrim, post office,
Leixlip.

‘... The sheriff and candidates are just gone into the
courthouse, and I am now quite alone, so that I take
this opportunity of giving you an account of the operations of yesterday.
There is a sort of a junction established, which is not called a junction, but
C[lements] and W[hite] are to begin by throwing in to each other, and as C
is satisfied with it and says that all will go one very well, I am content. He
had a long interview with W. yesterday morning, of which the above was
the result, and in consequence of which he sent for me and desired I should
come off immediately, as he wished me to call upon the two W.’s. ... [The
two Whites were absent], and we had only the pleasure of seeing the fair
Mrs W. and the Admiral, whom we also met there, and after staying there
about half an hour, I returned with the Admiral [Rowley] to Mount
Campbell, where I dined, and came here about ten o’clock. I was saluted
with shouts of Lord C. forever from the entrance of the town to this house
(Little’s), [and] when I got out of the carriage, [was told] by Little, as they
wanted to force their way into the house, that Lord C. had not arrived. We
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slept at Mount Campbell and came into town early this morning ... .
Our friends are all very sanguine, and the catholics will I think do what is
right. The conservatives, I hear also, are - to use a vulgar expression - down
in the mouth. Sydney arrived this morning by the mail, and confirms the
good account which Charles gave of himself.
After all, there is no junction. Mr John Marcus has purchased W.’s
neutrality, as it is said, by engaging to retire in the event of the contest lying
between them, which however is, I fear, out of the question, but this secures
W.’s seat at all events. The contest must lie between C. and Mr John
Marcus, but we hope to beat him. Walsh is very much dissatisfied, and
indeed by all accounts indignant, at S. W.’s decision, and at Cullen’s having
gained the ascendancy, and he will support us warmly.’
21 Dec. 1832

Lord Leitrim, Carrick, to Lady Leitrim.

‘... I can only tell you in general terms, that I hear that
polling is going on well for us. Macnamara is at this
moment haranguing the mob (for I believe there are
very few freeholders among them) in favour of C. from a window just
opposite to this house, and there is such a noise that I do not in the least
know what I am about. I believe I did not tell you yesterday that there was
not any mention of pledges, and that I was informed by everybody that C.
acquitted himself very well, that he spoke with great animation, and was the
only one of the candidates who was heard. ...’
22 Dec. 1832

Lord Leitrim, Carrick, to Lady Leitrim, post office,
Leixlip.

‘... Great exertions are making on both sides, but I fear
the finale will be against us. ... Whatever the result
may be, or however I may be disappointed, your love and affection will
console me for it. ...’
23 Dec. 1832

Lord Leitrim, Carrick, to Lady Leitrim.

‘... Our friends are all sanguine, and I am inclined to be
so myself, but still there can be no certainty upon that
point either, considering the people we have to deal
with. There are about 300 freeholders still to be polled, among whom there
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are a great many doubtful, but the catholic party is very zealous and making
great exertions for us, upon which I place much reliance, and particularly as
to its counteracting the bribery of our opponents, if it should be attempted.’
24 Dec. 1832

Lord Leitrim, Carrick, to Lady Leitrim, post office,
Leixlip.

‘Victory! Victory! ...’ At the close of poll, Samuel
White received 730 votes, Lord Clements 625 and
Colonel John Marcus Clements 513.’

Ms. 36,034/28

1-13 Feb. 1833

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

1 Feb 1833

Lord Leitrim, Liverpool, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... I owe it to myself to say, as God is my judge, never
was any man more injured than I have been by the
cruel and unjust construction that you put upon an
unfortunate misunderstanding on my part of what you said, and which might
have happened to anyone. But I shall bear this, as I have borne many other
equally unfounded charges which you have brought against me, and I will
prove by the manner in which I bear it how totally void of foundation it is,
for no man who was capable of doing the various acts with which you have
at different times charged me, would bear the conduct which I have
experienced from you. ...’
1 Feb. 1833

Lord Leitrim, Newcastle, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.
‘... The fact is that, at my time of life, I really am not
able now to bear up against the attacks which I am
doomed to experience from you, as I did when I was
younger. ...’

5 Feb. 1833

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

He has had a visit from Mr Burges, who he thinks is
‘... a very plain man and I should suppose about seven
or eight and thirty years old - in short, not at all the kind of person that I
should have thought any girl could have taken a fancy to. But there is no
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accounting for taste. He seems to be a great talker, and he spoke much of
Lady Poulett, his expectations from her ...’, etc. Lord Leitrim will lay the
deeds which Burges left with him before a lawyer.
‘... When I took my seat yesterday, I saw the new Duke of Sutherland take
his, and such a miserable wreck of a man I have not seen a long time. The
poor old man could with the greatest difficulty walk from the table to the
woolsack (supported by the Duke of Richmond) to shake hands according to
custom with Lord Shaftesbury, who sat as Speaker. Lord Conyngham and
Lord Kinnaird are to be the mover and seconder of the Address today, and I
hear that some very strong measures are to be proposed for Ireland - I mean
with the view of repressing the outrages that have prevailed there to such a
degree. ...’
7 Feb. 1833

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... I must go to the House about my claim of voting as
an Irish peer. The letter which you forwarded to me
from Stanley was to request that I would send in my claim and to give my
vote to Lord Lismore, which I had already promised to do upon the
application of the latter, who I need not tell you is a very old friend of mine.
The debate the night before last was upon the whole a dull one, with the
exception of Lord Grey’s speech, which was very good - animated and
dignified. Lord Aberdeen very heavy, and the Duke of Wellington merely
speaking Lord A.’s speech over again. But Conyngham in moving the
Address quite surprised me. He acquitted himself extremely well and he
appeared to have much more in him than I suspected.
I find from my sisters that his poor brother did cut off the entail and enable
his father to charge his estates with jointure, etc, which accounts for Lady C.
being now so rich. You know I always said it was impossible she could
have what she would bargain for unless Mount Charles had joined his father,
but even as it is, I suspect that her income is much exaggerated. ...’
12 Feb. 1833

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.
‘... I am trying to make the best arrangements that I
can in regard to the settlements for poor Caroline, but

Killadoon List in NLI printed 20/11/07

Page 130

KILLADOON PAPERS

DATE

DESCRIPTION

it is a matter of much difficulty. They will be miserably poor. £400 a year
with the interest of her fortune, which may be calculated at about £250 a
year, is all that they will have to live upon at present, which she, poor girl,
says she considers an affluence and that she does not in the least desire to
have more. Mr B. has expectations which, if they should be realised, may
some day or other give him a considerable fortune. But the only thing he
can look to as certain is an estate of about £1,500 a year, which he must
inherit if he survives Lady Poulett. But she will give him nothing in her
lifetime. ... I will ... only add that, although Mr Burges is not the man that I
would have chosen had I been in Caroline’s place, ... from all that I have
been able to learn of him, I believe he is a man of extremely good character,
of perfect good temper and, what is very essential in his circumstances,
extremely prudent and economical in his expenses. ...
With respect to the water closet, I should wish to defer the putting in a new
one till I return, as I feel uneasy at what you tell me of the walls having been
injured by the water, and should like to examine them myself ...’.
13 Feb. 1833

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... With respect to my eyes, the complaint from which
I suffered last year was quite of a different nature from
what I had experienced this year. It proceeded then from my stomach, and
the medicine which Alexander prescribed for me, and the application of the
leeches, did the business at once and left nothing more to be done. The
present case is quite a different one: inflammation proceeding chiefly from
want of sleep, and I cannot do more than I am now doing. I am in excellent
hands, and I hope that my eyes will soon be quite well again. ...
I fear that I shall be obliged to send a person over from hence to search the
registry for my father’s marriage, which will be attended with a good deal of
expense. I have ascertained that it is not registered, but it seems that the
House will require the evidence of the person who has made the search to
prove that fact by his personal deposition at the Bar. The same must also be
done with respect to my baptism. ...’
14 Feb. 1833

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.
‘... I am not quite sure as to the effect that varnishing
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the hall chairs would have. ...’

Ms. 36,034/29

15-28 Feb. and
Nov. 1833

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

15 Feb. 1833

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... I am not as young nor as strong as I was some years
ago, nor have I the same energy either of mind or body
to enable me now to support what I could formerly bear at least
comparatively better. I am now at an advanced period of life. Both my
spirits and nerves are materially affected, and if I am destined to undergo
again what I experienced previous to my leaving Killadoon, you must expect
to see me in the state I have lately been (and of which I believe you have
very little idea) as the natural result of cause and effect. And now I have
done with the very disagreeable subject of self, which of all subjects is the
one on which I dislike most to dwell, and upon which I never wish to enter
when I can possibly avoid it.
I am grieved to say that I was greatly disappointed at the result of my
interview yesterday with Lord Hill, which I communicated to Sydney. The
only thing he held out to me as possible at present was his exchanging into
the cavalry. ...’
27 Feb. 1833

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... The Conynghams are here, and I am told Lord C.
talks of buying a house here. Conceive a man being
the possessor of Slane and even thinking of settling himself in such a place
as this! ...’
28 Feb. 1833

Lord Leitrim, Brighton, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... I have always heard that Lord Poulett married Lady
P. with the hope of getting back from her a mortgage
which she had on his estate, in which hope he was
disappointed. The old lady held it fast and would not give it up, and her
having done so agrees in some respects with her conduct in not giving up
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anything at present to Mr B. and her saying that he should have nothing
from her till after her death. Mr B. is however very sanguine as to what she
will do for him, and if his expectations are realised, he will be very well off
in the long run.
Be that as it may, however, the match is a very bad one for the present, but
not worse than I thought it from the first moment I heard of it. It is not one
that I should ever have wished one of my daughters to make. But,
circumstanced as I am with respect to them, and Caroline being of an age to
judge for herself, it appeared to me that I could not do more than advise her
against, which I did, but that I should not be justified in putting a veto upon
it. I have endeavoured therefore to make the best of it, to make in short a
virtue of necessity and to get the best settlement for her that the case
admitted of, as I explained to you in a previous letter. ...’

Ms. 36,034/30

Feb. 1834

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

4 Feb. 1834

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... I might be justified in doubting whether you wish
to hear from me, after the expressions which you
applied to me on Saturday ... . The fact is that I am not able to support those
attacks now as I formerly did when I was younger and my constitution
consequently stronger. I am now an old man ..., and I think you might allow
me to pass the probably short time I have to remain here in peace and
tranquillity, which is all that I desire. My spirits are broken, my nerves are
very weak. I may add, my faculties are also very much impaired. If you
persevere in making those attacks upon me, I don’t know what the
consequence may be. I have now done. I shall say no more on this to me
most painful subject. May God Almighty guide, direct, preserve and bless
you.’
6 Feb. 1834

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... I have sent you the Times already, and I will write
to the publisher of the D.E.P. about that paper. I am
very much obliged to you for sending me those that I have missed, and I will
beg of you to forward the Times that I send, when you have done with them,
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to Mrs Macnamara, Carrick-on-Shannon. ...’

Ms. 36,034/31

Mar. 1834

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim.

Ms. 36,034/32

Jan. 1835

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

20 Jan. 1835

Lord Leitrim, Carrick-on-Shannon, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon.

‘Thank God, Clements has been elected without
opposition. White did not come into Carrick! There is
not to be any public dinner, but we are to have a few people only to dine
with us in our lodging. ...’
21 Jan. 1835

Lord Leitrim, Mohill, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... I have stopped at Mohill to tell you that we have
now got rid of all our troubles. C. is very well after
them, and I believe very happy to be free. The Carrick
people were all very much disappointed at not having any opportunity of
plunder ...’.

Ms. 36,034/33

Feb. 1835

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim.

Ms. 36,034/34

Mar. 1835

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim.

Ms. 36,034/35

4-8 Feb. 1836

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

3 Feb. 1836

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... It is now nearly 37 years since we were married, a
long time in anyone’s life and more than half of both
our lives. During the whole of that time, I can with perfect truth say that
you have ever been uppermost in my thoughts. The first object of my life
has ever been to do everything in my power that could contribute to your
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comfort and happiness. For many years I succeeded, and I enjoyed as
perfect happiness myself as perhaps falls to the lot of any man in this world.
I was grateful to you for it, and I hope I was grateful to the Almighty. It is
but too true that that happiness has of late years been but too frequently and
most severely interrupted, and you little know, and never can know, what I
suffered upon those occasions. Religion alone supported me under the trials
I have experienced. I reflected that this was a life of probation and that
uninterrupted happiness was not to be expected in this world, and I
submitted to the will of God.
The Almighty graciously heard my prayers. You were restored to your
former good feelings and affection for me. I blessed God for the happy
change and I was again grateful to you for your love and affection. Often
and often have you told me ... that I was the most affectionate person you
had ever known in your life, that I was the only man in the world that could
have made you happy, the only person that ever appreciated you or
understood your character. The delight which I felt as often as you spoke in
this manner is only to be equalled by the pain I now feel at the different
language which you have lately held to me. But I will simply ask you, if I
really was the person you have thus described (and however your former
partiality may have overrated me in many other respects, I feel that I did
deserve everything that you could say of me as far as love and affection for
you were concerned), how can you suppose that I could ever become the
monster of vice and profligacy with being which you have lately so
frequently accused me. I really never can think of it without being quite lost
in astonishment, as well as grief and mortification. If you could but reason
calmly upon the subject and allow your own rational good sense to operate,
it would tell you that the thing is impossible.
I am now, alas!, a miserable, broken-hearted old man. But old and brokenhearted as I am, I love you still, notwithstanding all that has passed, to
distraction, and that it is that makes me so miserable; for if I am the person
you have so often described me to be, I should of course like persons of that
character be indifferent to what you thought or felt about me. But that is not
in my nature. I am still as anxious as ever I was to exert any little remaining
energy that I possess (alas! it is very little) for your comfort and happiness.
I claim no merit for this, for in consulting your happiness I in fact consult
my own. I cannot be happy if you are not so. But I cannot do
impossibilities. If I am destined to lose your affection, and if you are
determined to quarrel with me, it is not in my power to prevent it. I must
submit to my unhappy fate.
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I shall make but one further observation. I am now very nearly 68 years of
age, so that I have very nearly arrived to the age of man. My father and my
grandfather both died at 71. I have no reason to expect to live longer than
they did, so that you may look forward to being soon relieved from me. If I
am not to enjoy happiness, at least let me have peace and tranquillity during
the short time that I have probably to remain in this world.
I have written under great depression, as well as fatigue both of body and
mind. I fear, therefore, incoherently, but I hope not unintelligibly. May
God Almighty bless and preserve you, and may he return you to your former
love and affection for your most unhappy husband.’
4 Feb. 1836

Lord Leitrim, London, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘Your letter, my beloved Mary, which I received this
morning, has indeed been a balm and comfort to my
mind (by the altered tone in which it is written), and
God knows I wanted it much. I am now willing to think that whatever
erroneous impressions you have allowed your mind to receive, they have
been but momentary, that they are now effaced and that your affection for
me is not diminished. With this hope, I will not return to the painful subject
that has occupied my mind ever since I left you, and I trust that I shall
succeed in proving to you, not by argument, but by a continuation of that
affectionate attachment that has influenced every thought, word and action
of mine from the first moment I knew you, that I am still what I ever have
been and ever shall be, as long as I live, your tender, faithful and
affectionate husband. ...’
5–6 Feb. 1836

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... You will see in the newspapers what we did last
night. The Ministers had a great accession of strength
in the House of Commons. In our House they agreed to the Duke of
Wellington’s amendment in order to avoid a division, which I think was
injudicious. In my opinion it would have been better to have been beaten on
a division, as we should have been, and to have let the Tories bear the odium
of it; for, although abstractedly the amendment was of no consequence,
particularly when taken in connection with Lord Lansdowne’s declaration of
the intentions of the ministry, still their agreeing to it may be misconstrued
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out of doors, and if it should be so misconstrued, it will produce a bad
effect. ...
I am very glad to hear that you have found Sydney’s plan of the farmyard. I
was quite sure that you would find it.’
[6? Feb.? 1836]

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim.

‘... I have nothing very interesting to tell you about last
night. Lord Londonderry made one of his usual
rambling speeches about everything and something else, and was
evidently thrown overboard by the Duke of Wellington, as he had put off his
motion from Tuesday last ... because the Duke was out of town on Tuesday,
and ... he wished him to be present, which he would be on Friday. But the
Duke did not come to town, and as I hear had no intention of coming to
support him. ...’
8 Feb. 1836

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘I have had the happiness of receiving your two kind
and affectionate letters of Friday and Saturday, written
just like yourself, for which I am most grateful to you. And now that you
are yourself again, and that your mind is I thank God satisfied with me, let
me entreat of you to check and restrain in future all those unfortunate doubts
and suspicions which are so unworthy of you, which are so totally without
any, even the slightest, foundation, and which interfere so much with your
own happiness as well as mine. Have confidence in me and be assured that I
deserve it. ...’

Ms. 36,034/36

9-15 Feb. 1836

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

9 Feb. 1836

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.
He discusses at some length reports that Frederick
Ponsonby is dying.

‘... I met Lord Cloncurry [in the House of Lords], who told me in a very
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triumphant manner that he had protested against the Address, or rather
against the amendment. ... I do not ... think that there was ... [anything] in it
that called for a protest, or that could even justify any person who professes
to be a friend to the ministry in protesting. I am inclined to think that even
O’Connell himself, if he had been in Lord C.’s situation, would not under
existing circumstances have protested. In short, I look upon it as a very
unhandsome attempt to gain a little popularity for himself in Ireland at the
expense of the ministry. ...’
10 Feb. 1836

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

He is relieved to hear that ‘... the report of the death of
F. Ponsonby proved to be a false alarm. He is one of
the very few remaining of my old friends, and I scarcely know anyone out of
my own family whose loss I should regret more. ...
I have hitherto forgotten to beg of you, whenever there is a fine day and that
you do not want the carriage, to send the landau to town to bring back the
two remaining portraits from Bailey. He lives at No. 127 Abbey Street, and
it will be necessary that you should write him a note. It will be as well at
least to do so. The landau will have to be opened to put the pictures in, and
afterwards shut, and I think you had better send a cloth of some kind to lie
between the pictures, which will be one over the other. All this should be
explained to the coachman ...’.
11 Feb. 1836

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘That fawning sycophant as well as most dreadful and
eternal bore, Hardinge, called on me this morning just
as I had done breakfast. ...
The great topic of conversation yesterday, and what now occupies the whole
town, is poor Mr Perceval, son to the Minister, who is an Irvingite and
imagines he has received a mission from heaven and that it is his duty to
proclaim it to the King, to the Ministers, to the ex-Ministers and in short to
every Privy Counsellor. Fortunately, he does not think it necessary to do the
same by Irish Privy Counsellors.
To pass to a very different subject, a young Paget, Sir Charles’s son, has
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eloped with a laundrymaid and married her, to the great annoyance and
vexation, as you may well suppose, of all his family. ...’

Ms. 36,034/37

16-23 Feb. 1836

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

16 Feb. 1836

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘Clements dined with me yesterday, upon mutton
chops as usual, and returned to the House after dinner.
As soon as he was gone, I began to read your letters over again which I had
received in the morning, and which is my greatest pleasure, when lo and
behold, to my horror and dismay I found the first half of my letter of
yesterday carefully enclosed in yours. Alas! Alas! My absence of mind
and blunders are very melancholy. I don’t know what they will come to at
last.
But I will pass from this subject to the letter which I have just received from
you this morning. I am rejoiced to hear that you are in the drawing room
again, which besides being in my opinion a much better room for you to stay
in than your bedchamber, is a proof to me that you both are and think
yourself better. ... But now you have got a new subject of anxiety with
respect to Lord Hill. Let me entreat of you, my beloved, not to worry
yourself about him, and be assured that there is no cause whatever for
uneasiness. The putting Charles on full pay again is quite a thing of course,
and not a favour (difficult, I admit, to be attained) like getting an unattached
majority for Sydney, which I think under all the circumstances of his case
Lord Hill might and ought to have done, but which still would have been a
favour. ... There is another thing, however, which he may ... do, which is to
require C. to pay the difference between a half-pay and a full-pay company,
which I resisted when I saw him the other day, and which I must continue to
resist. But if he on the other hand insists upon it, I must in the long run pay
it, as I cannot allow Charles’s advancement in his profession to be stopped
for £500. ...’
19 Feb. 1836

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.
‘... There is a new club going to be formed, a political
one, in opposition to the Carlton Club. I believe it is to
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be called the Reform Club, which I am told I shall be asked to belong to, and
which I suppose I must. Confound it, say I. However, it is as yet only
talked of, and perhaps it may end in talk. ...’

Ms. 36,034/38

13-20? Apr.? 1836

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

Apr.? 1836?

Lord to Lady Leitrim.

‘... The point I wish to know is, what the length of the
curtains is to be. They tell me at Mills & Edwards’s
that they ought to be 15 feet long, and they recommend
pieces of 20 yards, as they will not cut to waste [sic]. A piece of 20 yards
will make five lengths of 4 yards or 4 of 5 yards. The curtains of 5 yards are
what they propose for the library, the room being sixteen feet high, but I
doubt if the windows are long enough to require a curtain of that length.
Your bedchamber, I should think, certainly not. There are other pieces of
sixteen yards. Then as to the price, I do not know in the least what they
ought to cost. I have seen a very pretty pattern with ivy leaves, the prettiest
I think among them, which is 2 shillings and 9 pence a yard. There are both
cheaper and dearer. ...’
20 Apr. 1836

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... Clements was much disappointed yesterday at the
bill for the enlargement of the capital of the steam
packet company being thrown out through the opposition of a Scotch
company, and for which he spoke. It will materially retard the navigation of
the Shannon, and particularly the Upper Shannon, which is what concerns
Leitrim most. ...
Pakenham’s [clergyman of Celbridge?] visit to you ... was I believe merely
to give me a certificate of my being alive, for which I had asked him on
Sunday for Mr Larkin, my brother’s deputy in the Custom House ...’.

Ms. 36,034/39

21-30 Apr. 1836

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

21 Apr. 1836

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.
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‘... I return Francis’s letter, of which you ask my
opinion. I think it shows a great deal of good principle
and good feeling, but the best principles may be pushed to an extreme and
carried to excess, if not directed by a sound judgement. Now I fear that F. is
deficient in the latter quality. A more pure mind and better intentions than
his I believe do not exist, but that same principle of converting the heathens
upon which he dwells so strongly, if applied to the catholics (which I fear he
is inclined to do) is calculated in my opinion to produce a great deal of
mischief in Ireland (in fact it never has produced anything else, wherever it
has been attempted), and it is further calculated in my opinion to render any
person acting upon that principle a very unfit clergyman for such a country
as Ireland, where so great a majority of the population is of the catholic
religion. This is a subject upon which I feel very uneasy on his account, and
I have accordingly written to him to beg he would consider whether, with
his opinions, it would not be better for him to settle in England. ...’
26 Apr. 1836

Lord Leitrim, Grosvenor Square [his sisters’ house,
but occupied by Lord Clements], to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon.

‘... I enclose a letter which I have just received from
Sydney and who it appears has been buying works of art, so that your
present will come very apropos. By his account, poor Lord Powerscourt has
not been very judicious in his purchases. It is a great pity. ...
I have just recollected that I have not yet told you anything about the debate
of last night. It was a remarkably good one. There were no dull speakers.
Lord FitzGerald opened the business and acquitted himself very well,
although he was rather pompous in his manner, which to my taste is
particularly disagreeable. Lord Holland’s speech was excellent. I don’t
know how it may read, for in general I think his speeches are not well
reported. But it was very good. We had a sad beating (203 to 119), but not
greater than was expected. The Tories are going to establish a most
sweeping municipal reform, much more so than anything the Ministers ever
intended, and against which, if the Ministers had proposed it, the Tories
would I have no doubt have exclaimed most furiously and accused them of
radicalism, etc, etc. The Whigs merely wished to reform the corporations,
but the Tories say they will have no corporations at all. How it will end is
more than I can foresee.’
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2-10 May 1836

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

2 May 1836

Lord Leitrim, Grosvenor Square, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon.

He discusses the bad state of health of his sister,
Louisa, who is currently in the Grosvenor Square
house. [Her health has featured much as a topic in the letters of the
preceding months.]
‘... Capt. Spencer (Lord S.’s brother) ... enquired very kindly and with
interest after George. He told me that he had had an opportunity of seeing a
good deal of him when he was in the Mediterranean, and that he never met
with a young man whose heart and soul was [sic] more in his profession,
[and] who seemed to have a more ardent mind or greater energy of
character. I expressed to him how happy I was to learn that opinion of
George from him; that it certainly was my opinion, but that I might be
supposed to have a partial one ... . I cannot express the pleasure it gave me
to hear this from Capt. Spencer, who has the character of being an excellent
officer. He further told me that he thought it probable that George would be
employed on very active service, and that he would be sent to cruise against
the pirates in the Gulf of Florida. ...’
4 May 1836

Lord Leitrim, Grosvenor Square, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon.

He discusses the contents of Lady Louisa Clements’s
will, she having died on the previous day. ‘... Nothing
can be more kind, amiable and considerate. ... She begins leaving everything
(as I mentioned to you yesterday she told me she had done) to Lissy [their
sister, Lady Elizabeth (also known as ‘Li’)] for her life, with the exception
of the following legacies: £1,000 to me, 100 guineas to you, and the same
sum to each of her nephews and nieces; ... and then she adds that, if I
survive Lissy, she leaves me £10,000, the rest of her fortune to be divided
between her nephews and nieces; if Lissy survives me, the whole of her
fortune to be so divided; and she appoints me her executor. ...
I will now tell you, my beloved, how I mean to dispose of my dear Louisa’s
legacy. I propose to divide it with Clements: to apply my half to cancelling
the bond I gave her for £500, money she lent me when we were going
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abroad; and, if you approve of it, to give C. the other £500. ...’
7 May 1836

Lord Leitrim, Grosvenor Square, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon.

‘... I believe there never were two sisters who, from a
variety of particular circumstances, were so necessary
to each other as she [Lissy] and poor Louisa were. They seemed to have
been in a manner linked together from their earliest existence. ...
I have just had a long visit from Conolly, from whom I heard with sorrow
that Lord Charleville had ordered £5,000 worth of timber to be cut down at
Charleville, which I should fear would very much dismantle the place, more
especially as timber fetches but a very low price at present in Ireland. He
says that Lord Charleville owes a good deal of money, which I am not
surprised to hear from what I know of him, and that he had raised money on
post obits to a considerable extent. Among other foolish vanities and
extravagances, he had the folly to spend about £4,000 on his father’s
funeral, but for this last expense I believe the Dowager is in some degree
responsible. ...’
9 May 1836

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... I am much gratified to find that you approve of the
manner in which I propose to dispose of my dear
sister’s legacy. And now, as to what you recommend with respect to the
annuity which falls into me: I hope you will do me the justice to believe that
I should be most happy to increase Clements’s allowance if I thought that I
could afford it or that I could do it with justice to the rest of my family. But
the truth is, and it grieves me much, that I really can not afford it.
My income (from the combined effect of the increase of rent and fine which
I have to pay to the College, the abatements which I have been obliged to
make to my tenants, and the tithes to which I am now liable under Stanley’s
Act, not one farthing of which do I receive from my tenants) is diminished
at the very least £2,000 a year - no trifling sum out of a moderate income. I
was obliged to borrow £1,800 last autumn from Francis’s insurance fund, to
enable me to renew my lease from the College. Of that sum, I have paid
back £1,000, but I have still £800 to refund, which I am anxious to do as
soon as I can, but which I shall be hard set [sic] to do.
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Add to this that I am constantly, from one cause or other, called upon to
assist my younger sons for extra expenses which I cannot refuse and which I
must take care not to disable myself from doing by giving more than what
would be just, circumstanced as I am, to C. I can assure you that I
constantly deny myself many personal gratifications, that I may not be
prevented from so assisting them, and I have no doubt you will agree with
me that it would not be either for the credit of my family or C.’s ultimate
advantage if I were to be obliged either to strait my younger sons too much
or to reduce my very moderate establishment and mode of living. In the last
year, for instance, every one of my younger sons had extra and unavoidable
expenses, for which I was obliged to come forward to their assistance:
Sydney for his going abroad, Charles for his outfit to Canada, George for his
outfit in the Harpy, Francis for his extra expenses with Mr Harrington. ...’
10 May 1836

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.
He describes the start of the procession which will take
the late Lady Louisa’s body on its journey back to
Ireland.

‘... I return Sydney’s letter, and as he does not like to have his epistles
shown, I suppose I must not remark to him, when I write, which I intend to
do tomorrow, his false spelling of edition for addition as well as agreable for
agreeable and Lady Straune for Strachan. But I wish you would mention
them to him.’

Ms. 36,034/41

11-17 May 1836

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

12 May 1836

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

Lissy has insisted that Louisa’s legacies to the
Leitrim’s children be doubled to 200 guineas each.
‘... I have not told C. of your intentions for him. I think it will come much
better from yourself, and will be more gratifying to him. I told him of my
intentions, for which he expressed himself much obliged, etc, but wanted
that I should consider his brothers in preference to him.’
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Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... I am not distressed, because I conform to
circumstances. I do not reckon any man distressed
unless he either owes bills which he is not able to pay, or has not money for
his ordinary, current ready-money expenses, neither of which, thank God, is
my case. ... This was not always the case. Before I went abroad, for
instance, in 1818, and while I was abroad, when I literally did not receive
any rents, I was very much distressed. I was under the almost constant
apprehension of my drafts being refused by my bankers, and then I did
suffer great anxiety of mind on that account. But, I repeat that nothing of
that kind is the case now, so I trust you will not make yourself uneasy on the
subject. I may say the same of Clements’s distress, which you suppose. He
is, I need not say, very much occupied and very much interested in his
various improvements at Rinne [sic], and he proposes laying out all his
money in that way - I mean in improving his house and place - not spending
it in frivolous pursuits, as many other young men would do, here in London.
If he had a greater command of money, he would I dare say lay out still
more at Rinne, just as I would do the same at Killadoon if I had a greater
command of money. But both he and I cut our coats according to our cloth,
and that is all. I commend him very much for his good taste and judgement,
which will always make me much more inclined to assist him, as far as I
may be able, than if he were to idle away his money here. ...’
14 May 1836

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... As I was going down to the House yesterday, I met
O’Connell, who made me the lowest and most
obsequious bow I have met with for a long time. ...’

Ms. 36,034/42

18 May-29 June
1836

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

29 June 1836

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.
‘Your letter of Monday, my beloved Mary, which I
have just received, has been a great comfort to me, as I
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am willing to look upon it as an indication of a return to better feelings
towards your poor afflicted husband. ...
[As to the] ... trial of that poor Mrs Norton ..., I quite agree with you in the
opinion that you have formed of it. It has been a most scandalous business,
and there seems every reason to believe that Mr Norton, who by all accounts
is a very weak man, has been urged on to act as he did by some of the
underling Tories, with the view of forcing Lord Melbourne to a resignation
of office.
But I must add that a man may be unjustly accused as well as a woman. ... I
repeat, in the most solemn manner, that I am as innocent as the child unborn
of the crimes with which you have charged me. I repeat that I have ever
been your affectionate, constant and faithful husband. I repeat it firmly,
because I can do so conscientiously, and I will repeat it with my dying
breath. ...’

Ms. 36,034/43

1-13 July 1836

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

2 July 1836

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... The alteration in her [his sister, Lissy’s] looks
which struck me so much at the first, I consider to be
only the natural result of the deep affliction she felt for the loss of a dear and
affectionate sister, in addition to which she suffered much from the
influenza. But with the Grace of God, her well regulated mind and strong
religious feelings will enable her to support her misfortune, and I think she
is already as cheerful as could well be expected in so short a time. ...’

Ms. 36,034/44

14-30 July 1836

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim.

Up until c.26 July, the letters are all about his misery
at the charges and imprecations she uttered against him
when he was in Ireland. But, as these are not
specified, the letters do not throw any new light on their relationship. On
c.26 July, he received from her a letter which gives him ‘new life’. Other
comment includes:
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Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... The house in G[rosvenor] S[quare] was valued at
£7,470. The furniture, including plate, linen, wine in
the cellar, carriage, etc, etc, at £1,827 17s. 8d. But the duty to be paid is
only upon a moiety of each of these sums, as it was joint property between
my two sisters. ... The whole of Louisa’s property here will amount to about
£40,000, but that does not include the charge she has on my Donegal estate,
for which I now find it will be necessary to prove her will in Ireland, which I
had hoped to avoid. ...
It is a great pity in my opinion that [Lord] Kildare and his brother are not to
go to any university. ...’
29 July 1836

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... Lord Hill received me very civilly, as he always
does, but that was all and I do not know that I am
nearer the point than I was last winter. It requires a great deal both of
patience and perseverance when a Whig has to ask a favour from a Tory. ...
I assure you, my beloved, that I am as anxious as you can possibly be to get
new windows for the drawing-room. I am anxious to get them, both to
gratify you and for our own mutual comfort (for I ... know they are much
wanting), and I am anxious also to do many other things both to the house
and offices, that Clements may inherit the house in as perfect a state as it
admits of being put into. But I am sorry to say that I see very little prospect
at present of my being able to make any material improvement to either
house or offices. ...
I am at present feeding several hundred persons in Donegal to keep them
from starvation. You will probably have read in the newspapers the
melancholy account there given of the state of the poor in the barony of
Kilmacrenan. When I say that I am feeding them, I do not express myself
quite accurately, for I do not give them food gratuitously, but I give them
what is better both for them and for me - I give them work, for which I pay
them to enable them to buy food ... . I fear I have very little to expect from
thence in the way of rent this year. ...’
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Ms. 36,034/45

DESCRIPTION

1-10 Aug. 1836

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

2 Aug. 1836

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... I am always making ... unfortunate blunders. It was
but a few days ago that I met the Duchess of Bedford
in Houghton, the stationer’s, shop, who came up to me in the most friendly
manner, asked me how I was and said it was a long time since she had seen
me, etc, etc, and I could not for the life of me recollect her. This loss of
memory, I assure you, makes me very melancholy. ...’
5 Aug. 1836

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... I was amused much the other day by More
O’Ferrall’s answer to me about him [Conolly]. I met
him at dinner at the Duke of Leinster’s, and having asked him in the course
of conversation how it happened that Conolly, who was such a violent Tory,
had neither attended nor paired, he replied, why, the fact is that he did pair
till the 1st of the month, upon which day his pair expired, but he is such a
thick-headed fellow that I have no doubt he was not aware that he might
have voted on Monday, when his pair did attend, and that he forgot the date
entirely.
We had four divisions in our House last night, and as many bills smothered
for the present session, which is making short work of the business and will
be the probable fate of several others.’
8 Aug. 1836

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.
‘... The fact is that the most trifling thing now affects
my nerves very seriously. ...’

9 Aug. 1836

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim.
‘... I have just received a very kind note from the
Duchess [of Leinster] asking me to go to her tomorrow
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evening. But I am so much out of the habit of going into the great world,
having never once this year been out of an evening, and very seldom last
year, that I do not feel up to it.
We had a division yesterday evening in our House, as you will see in the
newspaper, where the work of destruction is still going on. The Tories
expunged a clause in the newspaper stamp duty bill, the result of which will
be that the bill must be rejected by the House of Commons and we shall
continue to pay 7d. for our newspapers for another year. ...’
10 Aug. 1836

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... I ... had ... another two hours’ visit from a Cornish
gentleman, a Mr Williams, to whom I am going to
lease my minerals in the county of Donegal. I do not look forward to
deriving much profit from it - at least I think it best not so to look forward,
and then if it should not turn out very beneficial, I shall not be disappointed.
But it is a great point to do anything which may give employment to the
numerous poor of that very wretched and over-populous country, and in a
still more wretched climate, and where there is almost always, more or less,
famine at this season of the year. ...’
He gives his recollection of what Lord Melbourne actually said in
Melbourne’s speech on the tithe bill. The words have been represented, but
were still in Lord Leitrim’s view, injudicious. ‘... The sense in which he
considered the tithe bill to be a blow to the protestants, I conceive to be
merely in a secular and temporal view of their interests, just as the
admission of catholics to the right of holding ... civil offices might have
been considered a blow to the protestants ... by giving them a share in the
loaves and fishes, which the latter till then enjoyed exclusively. But if the
protestants did then receive a blow, by losing the monopoly of the patronage
of the government, it does not in the least follow that the country was not
benefited by the change. I think it benefited greatly, and I apply the same
reasoning to the tithe bill, to the reduction of the number of bishops, and the
other ecclesiastical reforms. The effect of those reforms will be to diminish
the number of great prizes in the lottery of life to protestants, and
particularly to the aristocracy, but the cause of religion will in my opinion,
so far from suffering, be materially benefited. History and experience prove
that neither religion nor morality were ever advanced by great wealth. ...
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Tell Clements that George Keppel is going to Ireland, which I believe he did
not know. So I heard from Lord A[lbemarle] in the House yesterday. I
suppose C. may expect a visit from him at L. Rinne. ...’
11 Aug. 1836

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim.

‘... I have an early appointment at the Admiralty ... . I
am going to Lord Minto to urge George’s
promotion ... . Lily [their daughter, Lady Elizabeth Clements] ... is at
Sudbrook[e], which the Charlemonts have taken for three months. ...’

Ms. 36,034/46

12-20? Aug. 1836

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

12 Aug. 1836

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... We had a division on [the] question of adhering to
the amendments objected to by the Commons in the
corporation amendment bill, 29-40, which was better in point of proportion
than our divisions generally are, and we had also a free conference with the
Commons, a measure which has not taken place since the early part of the
last century, but which left the question just as it was, and the bill is
accordingly lost. ...
I am sorry to say that my visit to Lord Minto yesterday was as much a
failure as my visit to Lord Hill. But, although it was unsuccessful, there was
a frankness in Lord M.’s manner which upon the whole pleased me. ...’
Lord Minto explained that so far he himself had had it in his power to
promote only four lieutenants, the youngest of whom was three years senior
to George.
‘... The account of the Charlemonts’ dinner in the papers, about which you
enquire, is quite correct. I do not know whether Lady C. did or did not
previously visit Lady H., but I understood that Lady H. had asked Lord C. to
give her a dinner, that she might see his Hogarths, and that they were both
much annoyed at it, as they were on the point of leaving town, and did go
two days afterwards. ...’
15 Aug. 1836
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Leitrim, Killadoon.
He discusses Lissy’s current visit to Killadoon.
‘... There is one thing which you mention in your letter
which gratifies me more than I can express, and that is your having put her
in the middle room, as I hope I may infer from that circumstance that I am
no longer to occupy that room. She has not said anything to me about the
improvements in the house, but seems to be in great admiration of the place,
the growth of the trees and the [?recovery] of the sycamore tree. ...’
16 Aug. 1836

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... My ever dearest love, every successive letter which
I now receive from you makes me more happy than the
last ... . The two words, “beloved Cleo”, have operated like a miracle upon
me, and I am quite a different person from what I was a fortnight ago. ...
I had an early appointment with Lord Strafford. We have been looking over
the list of Irish peers and consulting as to what can be done for my friend,
Lismore, upon the present vacancy, but I fear it will all be in vain. The
representation of the Irish peerage is a complete nomination borough to the
Duke of Wellington. L. will however stand, and I hope he will have a
respectable minority. I think the Tories ought not to be allowed to proceed
without opposition.
I spent two hours with Strafford talking over the business, and while I was
there, who should come in but the Duke of Marlborough, who came to talk
to him about his business and the reduction which the Commons made last
night in his pension, and which seems to have annoyed him not a little. It
was really quite pitoyable, as the French say, to hear the manner in which he
spoke of it and of his applications to Spring Rice, Hobhouse, Poulet
Thompson, etc. He thought he had secured himself against the tax, but it
was carried against him by two last night, as you will see in the newspaper.
I believe the unfortunate man is very poor, but it was a sad sinking in
[?poetry] for a Duke of M. to be reduced to go about begging in the manner
he described. ...’

Ms. 36,034/47

22-9 Aug.? 1836?
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[23?] Aug. 1836
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Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim.

‘After having been kept waiting yesterday a
considerable time, my beloved Mary, I at last saw Lord
Melbourne. Of course I could not expect to get an instant appointment for
Sydney, but he was civil and friendly in his manner and promised to have S.
in his recollection. Whether he was sincere or not, time alone can tell. ...’

Ms. 36,034/48

Nov.-Dec. 1836

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

17 Nov. 1836

Lord Leitrim, Ballyshannon, to Lady Leitrim, Lough
‘Rinne’.

‘... I had time enough [in Manor Hamilton], not only to
see the market house, but to hold a levée afterwards.
As far as I could judge from a very cursory inspection of the building, in the
rain, it appeared to me to be very well executed and upon the whole I was
very well pleased with it. I think it a pretty and at the same time a modest,
unpretending building. ...
You will be sorry to hear that the woods of Castle Caldwell are all sold to an
English company, who are now employed in cutting them down and sending
the timber to England. ...’
18 Nov. 1836

Lord Leitrim, Letterkenny, to Lady Leitrim, Lough
‘Rinne’.

He has just been told that ‘... the Agricultural Bank has
stopped payment. ‘... Last Saturday was the first
market day at Milford, and nothing could go off better than it did. There
were 400 sacks of grain sold, 40 odd tubs of butter, a good deal of flax and
5,000 eggs. I heard nothing about whiskey but I suppose câ va sans dire.
We go to Milford tomorrow ..., and possible we may go to Kilmacrenan, but
I have no particular object in going there, so it will depend very much upon
the weather and the time we may have to spare ...’.
[21 Nov. 1836]
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‘Francis did not come till after we had sat down to
dinner. I had a long conversation with the Bishop [of
Derry, the Hon. and Rt Rev. Richard Ponsonby] about him before dinner,
who was as kind, friendly and good-natured as possible. He has the choice
of two curacies for him, and will hold a private ordination for him in about
[?two] days. I told him about Tartaraghan [Portadown, Co. Armagh], and he
entered into the subject with great interest. He said that, although not
prepared at the moment to give a positive opinion, he was pretty certain
there was no canon which imperatively required a deacon to be four-andtwenty before he was ordained a priest; that he thought it was discretionary
in the bishop to ordain him at an earlier period upon good and substantial
reasons, and that the case in question has a good reason; in short, that he
would most willingly ordain him, previous to the expiration of the six
months within which the patron must present [to the living], if he found that
his opinion upon the point of discretion was correct.
This is an extremely good house - much better than I expected from his
description of it when he was at Killadoon last spring, and very comfortable;
but I believe he [Bishop Ponsonby] has laid out a great deal of money upon
it. ...’
21 Nov. 1836

Lord Leitrim, Boom Hall, to Lady Leitrim, Lough
‘Rinne’.

‘... I went to the cathedral this morning, which is a
very respectable church for Ireland, but without
anything of the character of a cathedral: no choir or stalls and but an
indifferent organ, which however I am told was a very good one, but that the
organist was bad. I walked about the town after church, went round the
walls, saw everything that was worth seeing, and was much pleased with the
general appearance of the town, which is not only greatly extended since the
last time I saw it, but much improved in many respects, and particularly by a
great many handsome public buildings. I was also particularly gratified by
not seeing a single beggar during the whole of my walk, and upon the whole
I think it more like an English country town than any other town I know in
Ireland.
In the course of my walk, I met a Mr Lyle ... . He told me ... that Stewart’s
election [for Co. Donegal] was now quite secure, for which he seemed to
take a good deal of credit to himself. Cochran[e] said at Letterkenny, where
they are all Mansfieldites, he (M.) was expected to be the successful
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candidate, but that in his opinion it would be a very close-run thing, and that
the result would depend very much upon two or three still doubtful votes. ...’
22 Nov. 1836

Lord Leitrim, Boom Hall, to Lady Leitrim, Lough
‘Rinne’.

‘... I want to be in town on Wednesday to see and talk
to Lord C[harlemont] about the living in Armagh
[Tartaraghan]. I do not expect that it will come to anything, and if it does
not, F[rancis] is to have the curacy of Newtownstewart and to be ordained
by the Bishop of Derry. But we have agreed that it is better to wait a little
time to ascertain the result of Lord C.’s application to the Primate. ...’
He reports that S[imon] A[rmstrong] showed no inclination to return to
Manor Hamilton, so Lord Leitrim did not want to press the point with him,
‘... as that would have looked as if C[lements] wished to get rid of him. ...’

Ms. 36,034/49

Jan. 1837

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim.

Ms. 36,034/50

Feb. 1837

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

3 Feb. 1837

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim.

‘... Clements has given up his intention of publishing,
on account of the expense which it would put him to.
Ridgway advised him against it, and told him he did not think his pamphlet
would sell well, that almost all pamphlets were a losing concern, but
particularly those on Irish subjects, and he instanced one of Mr Shaw
Lefevre’s upon which, after it had gone through five editions, he (Mr S.L.)
was out of pocket above £40. I recommended him not to trust to Ridgway
alone, but to consult some other publishers, to which he replied that it was
unnecessary, as he had now made up his mind not to publish, the friends
whom he had consulted about it having so advised him. ...’
10 Feb. 1837

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.
‘... With respect to Fair ..., I do not by any means
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intend to defend, and still less to justify, his borrowing
anything from Rosshill. I never was of opinion that he was totally free from
those faults which are [?incident] to persons of his situation in life and to the
country where he lives. But, making allowances for those faults, I believe
him to be an honest man and strongly attached to your interest. ...’
11 Feb. 1837

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... I saw Lord Melbourne yesterday, who said
everything that was kind and civil, that he had not
forgotten my application of last year, but that nothing had since offered
which he could have given to Sydney. He dwelt much upon the degree to
which the patronage of Ministers had been reduced, and the difficulty there
was now in obliging friends. I described Sydney’s unfortunate situation, the
disappointment he had experienced in having been obliged to quit a
profession to which he was enthusiastically attached, the unkind treatment
he had received from Lord Hill, and his (S.’s) anxiety for some situation
which would give him employment and occupation, etc, etc. He (Lord M.)
assured me that he would have Sydney in his thoughts, etc. ...’
13 Feb. 1837

Lord Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim.

‘... I heard the Archbishop of Dublin preach at St
Mark’s at evening service. His manner in the pulpit is
as odd as it is out of it, but his sermon was a good one. ...’

Ms. 36,034/51

Mar. 1837

Letters to Lady from Lord Leitrim, including:

4 Mar. 1837

Lord Leitrim, Carrick-on-Shannon, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon.

‘... There have been, I am sorry to say, some
unpleasant disturbances in that part of the county
which borders upon Longford, the object of which seems to have been
taking arms, and they are attributed very much to the excitement produced
by the Longford election. Every other part of the county is perfectly
tranquil. ... There is a very full attendance of grand jurors here, and among
other St George, who I thought had been on the Continent, but not Peter
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Latouche, who I expected to have met here. ...’

Ms.
36,035/1-40

c.1809-40

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from their eldest son,
Robert Bermingham, Lord Clements, who died young
in 1839, as follows:

Ms. 36,035/1

c.1809-1814

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements.

Ms. 36,035/2

c.1815-1816

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements,
including:

16 June 1815

Lord Clements, Beaconsfield, [Buckinghamshire,
where he was at school], to Lord Leitrim, Cumberland
Place, London. He hopes ‘... you are all well,
particularly my little pony, who you know I left ill. I
am very happy when I am occupied with play, but at all other times very
melancholy. ...’

Ms. 36,035/3

N.D.: Jan.-May
1817

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements,
including:

27 May 1817

Clements, Beaconsfield, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon,
reporting that a recurrence of his cough has prevented
his being taken by Mr Bradford to Eton Montem ‘for
collection of salt (alias money) for the captain of the
school’ to pay his first year’s Cambridge expenses. ‘Jocelyn went in my
place.’

Ms. 36,035/4

June-July 1817

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements,
including:

25 July 1817

Clements, Stratford-on-Avon, [Warwickshire], to Lord
Leitrim, Killadoon, reporting that he dined last
Wednesday week with 34 people. He was taken by Mr
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B[radford] to Wycombe with the S.P.C.K. He thanks
his father for a present of a ‘very fine’ bow and quiver.

Ms. 36,035/5

Aug.?-Dec. 1817

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements.

Ms. 36,035/6

1818

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements,
including:

19 July 1818

Clements, Beaconsfield, to Lord Leitrim, P.O., Stilton,
Huntingdonshire. He is ‘... sorry to say that the prize
is by no means on the road for me’. He does not wish
to go to Thorpe till after Christmas, as he is not
sufficiently up in his reading.

Ms. 36,035/7

1819

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements,
including one letter to his ‘grandmama’ [Mrs
Bermingham].

Ms. 36,035/8

1820

Letters to Lord Leitrim from Lord Clements.

Ms. 36,035/9

1821

Letters to Lord Leitrim from Lord Clements.

Ms. 36,035/10

1822-3

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements,
including:

5 Mar. 1823

Clements, Christ Church, [Oxford], to Lady Leitrim
reporting that he has ‘... just been making myself very
sick with drinking boiled milk with the Skeffingtons.
... The Horse Comet and man, Thomas Lanigan, are
getting on very well. He still jumps over every stage coach he meets,
etc. ...’
23 Sep. 1823
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ball, which continued to 4 a.m. He was ‘unfortunately
wedded’ to Lady E. Murray during ‘the longest, stupidest cotillion that ever
was danced. ...
The D.’s of Devonshire, Portland and Leeds, the Londonderrys, the
Mansfields, Exeters, Normanbys, Actons, G. Upton and a great variety of
grandees of different descriptions are shedding their lustre round Doncaster.
The Duke, since people will call him so, is as deaf and conceited as ever.
We may also say the say of the Derries. As to his Grace of Portland, he is
gouty, and his of Leeds, he is drunk. Little Lady Charlotte is beautiful.
Mr John [Marcus] Clements with his better half were to be seen at York, and
I expected to have been introduced to them here, but I do not see them here
yet. There is great betting on the dissolution. People tell me that Lord
Milton and Mr Fox were in parliament before they were of age. I am bored
to death by the questions people ask me about my county business and John
Clements, and find it very difficult to stop their mouths. ...’
10 Nov. 1823

Clements, Oxford, to Lord Leitrim, Killadoon,
complaining about ‘... the old story of supposing me ill
because you did not receive a letter from me every
other post day. ...’ He will be charged battels and
tuition for the previous term, ‘in which I naturally neither fed nor learned’.
Stopford is the ‘successful man’ at the All Souls’ election.
21 Nov. 1823

Clements, Christ Church, to Lord Leitrim, Killadoon.
He has so far failed to change his rooms for cheaper
ones. ‘... I do go to chapel very usually in the morning
for the sake of getting up’. The service cannot be
heard or understood, as it is read in Latin, and ‘mumbled over’ ridiculously
fast.

Ms. 36,035/11

1824-5: N.D.
[1826?]

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements,
including:

25 Nov. 1825

Clements, Cheltenham, to Lord Leitrim, Killadoon.
He is ‘getting as well as ever I was. My Rev. Tutor
declares that I shall do. What do we want more? ...
I am in a great hurry to save the post, so have not time
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to add how pleased I was at hearing of our getting the Latouche interest. As
for my own opinion of the worthy Sam White, I confess his appointing
Cullen his agent in Leitrim has never made me very sanguine as to his
second votes, but you must know more about all that than I can.’
[1825-6]

Clements to Lady Leitrim insisting that he ‘... never in
my life failed to answer by return of post any letter of
yours which desired me to do so. ... The more I read,
the more I find out my dreadful want of good
foundation and scholarship. ...’ He has returned in good health, and is
unrecognisable by his friends.
[1825-6]

Clements, Lakefield [Duke Crofton’s house, Mohill],
to Lady Leitrim about his canvass for Co. Leitrim.

‘I hope my father has explained to you how impossible
it has hitherto been to me to write as yet, and how
completely engaged my time has been, though thanks to the bad weather and
that pothering nincompoop, Duke Crofton, I have not done near as much as
the time would have allowed. Besides Mrs Macnamara, I have picked up
between 40 and 50 stray votes. ...
We are waiting for the fair tomorrow, where I expect a dreadful quantity of
cheering. They kicked up a deuced row at the market on Thursday, and
besides that, the tenants follow us about with bonfires, to the great
annoyance of my unfortunate pony; so I hope that report will be so good as
to magnify all these doings and kick White into the background. ...
Canvassing is very matter-of-fact work after all - no fun - except by the bye
wheedling Mrs Margery E. Waldron out of her 12 votes. She is a very old
lady. We had to drink some dreadful port during the operation, to be
sure. ...’

Ms. 36,035/12

1826-7

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements,
including:

10 Mar. 1826

Clements, Killegar, [near Killashandra, but in
Co. Leitrim], to Lord Leitrim, Killadoon, about the
progress of Clements’s canvass of the county.
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‘I am sure you will excuse my opening the letter which
I found here directed to you from Maria, and more particularly so, as it gave
me such a much better account of my dearest mother. I trust and hope you
will have found her quite free from fevers by the time you get to Killadoon
and that you will then return to your forlorn infant [Clements himself]. The
journey will be terribly wearing to you, I fear, so pray, pray, do not
undertake it unless you are perfectly equal to it after your sleepless nights.
But the more I think of my forlorn situation, the more I dread these assizes.
The postchaise did not come till past twelve, I was afraid of leaving Morgan
[a servant?] behind, so waited and waited till I saw it. Reynolds also was
not forthcoming till twelve, so that I was quite tied to my sweet hostess, and
a pretty defamatory tête-à-tête we had of it, and such gossip and scandal excellent friends though. R. came mounted on a little creature which was
already quite tired with the journey from Mohill, so after in vain attempting
to get along, I was obliged to put him on fire eye, and after all when I got to
Fenagh, I found that the beast did not know near so much of the road as I did
myself, nor did I get the slightest particle of information from him during
the whole day.
Acheson O’Brien - not at home - gone to Clover Hill. Ballinamore - Keilly
and Sharply out - saw Mr McLoughlin whose wife (the handsome Mrs
McL.) had promised me. He very cordial and gave great accounts of
Reilly’s activity in my cause. Clover Hill. Mr Mansfield in bed. A stupid
Miss Mansfield could tell me nothing except that A. O’Brien was gone.
Gerrard of Bush Hill - out. Capt. Johnston - a trimmer. Could only get him
to promise that he would give his own vote in a plumper to Colonel C. [John
Marcus Clements of Glenboy] - a kind concession! The others will
certainly, I think, go with [Colonel Samuel?] White. Garadice - old, stuffy,
deaf post promised that he would not split with White but rather à la H.M.
Nash. But will not vote for me. Rev. Gore - will do anything I please,
plump or split or anything I like. Latimer - out. I saw a respectable man
with whom I shook hands and told him that I only wanted Latimer or I
would have waited on the independent inhabitants of N.T. Gore. Major
[William?] Irwin - out - at dinner, I believe. Roycroft lives beyond
Woodford. It was much too late to go there. Arrived to Derby and Joan
[probably John Godley of Killegar and his wife, Katharine] (leaving note at
Drumsilla[gh]) after 6 o’clock. Derby is very kind indeed - Joan a stope.
Derby says he won’t vote for White and positively will for me if the contest
lies bona fide between me and W., but cannot think of promising it, as he
knows too much of elections to be sure that Colonel John is really safe.
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Past 12 o’clock. Goodnight. God bless all at home. Your affectionate,
Clements.’
[post 10 Mar.
1826]

Clements, Carrick, to Lady Leitrim.

‘... The illness of Colonel John [Clements] and the
burning of Nesbitt’s house at Derrycarn are the
fashionable “table-talk” of this great city. They say
that some of Lord Forbes’s furniture and pictures, which had been saved
from the fire at his castle, had been sent to Nesbitt’s for a temporary
lodging, and that they have been saved ... this second time. ... I have already
written to Mr Francis Featherstone H., 3 Clare Street, Dublin, and ...
although I should certainly like to get his interest, I believe that his tenants
are independent of him.’
11 Aug. 1827

Clements, Derrycarn, to Lord Leitrim.

‘... Today we intended to have gone to see Mrs Duke
Crofton and the picturesque promontory of Rhin [sic],
but the day is not auspicious, rain, rain, rain, being the usual concomitant of
a Leitrim summer. ...’
23 Aug. 1827

Clements, Florence Court, [Co. Fermanagh], to Lord
Leitrim, 18 Cumberland Place.

‘... The letter which I enclose [not found] must be
answered, I suppose, but I am perfectly ignorant as to
what the office of high constable is, and in whom the appointment lies. Is
the collector of county cess called barony constable? I was nearly forgetting
to mention that I heard nothing at Mrs Mac’s on the subject of P.P. Dogherty
or of the tenants. I know nothing about it. My thorough dislike to that
woman increases daily. The Captain, though much less of a gentleman than
any of one’s footmen, is perfection compared to her. I met Sir Jo[sia]s
[Rowley] there, which made it rather pleasanter than it otherwise would
have been. ...’
He was late in arriving at Florence Court, and Lord Enniskillen ‘... appeared
on the steps, dressed for dinner, shouting out at the very pitch of his voice,
Why, dammit, Sir, half past seven by God! half past seven! Is that a proper
hour to come to a man’s house? ...
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Wynne drove me along the banks of the lake [Lough Gill] and showed me
the small strip of land which belongs to you [Aughamore?]. The bit that
comes down to the lake is very small indeed, but it is at present all planted
like the rest of Holywell, which you did not seem to be aware of. I should
think the place must have been much improved since you saw it. All the
islands are planted, most of them by himself, and must have been very much
improved since the time that you used to come to this country. I never saw
anything so pretty, and the lake gives him so much resource and amusement
that it makes it altogether the most desirable place I ever saw. I never saw
so young a man as he is, up to all sorts of fun and enjoys everything.
Lord E. is making such a confounded row that I cannot write. I wish one
could put a dummy upon him, as one does on the bridge of a fiddle to make
the notes sound something less harsh. ... Our party here are all Balfours and
Coles. ...’
19 Sep. 1827

Clements, Lakefield, to Lord Leitrim, Tunbridge
Wells.

He discusses the amount and terms of the reward to be
offered for the bringing to justice of some local
criminal, and also what Co. Leitrim gentlemen should be asked to subscribe.
He reports that his mother is opposed to his going on a steam packet cruise
to Lisbon, Cadiz, Seville, Gibraltar, etc. ‘... Now, what in the name of
wonder I am to do with myself if I do not go abroad this winter, I cannot
conceive. She surely could not wish for a youth of my age to go a-dawdling
through watering places and flirting with all the young ladies therein to be
found as idle as myself, and as she says that your future plans are entirely
subservient to Elizabeth’s health, it is very clear that I shall have no home to
go to throughout the winter, as Killadoon without the family I consider
totally untenable, and visiting as I have done for the last six weeks, though
very pleasant, is not exactly the thing for a six-months’ plan of operation. ...’

Ms. 36,035/13

1828

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements,
including:

20 Jan. 1828

Clements, Madrid, to Lord Leitrim, Cumberland Place,
[London], reporting that the news of the dissolution of
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Lord Goderich’s ministry arrived last night. ‘... Fancy
being obliged to leave Madrid without seeing the
Escorial. ... [The] best society here is diplomatic. ...’ He is going to watch a
bullfight.

Ms. 36,035/14

Jan.-Oct. 1829

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements,
including:

25 Jan. [1829]

Clements, Abbeyleix, [Co. Leix], to Lady Leitrim, Rue
de Rivoli, Paris.

‘... Mr Wynne would be the person of all others to give
the plan of a market house, as he is so knowing about
all those sort of matters. I will try what I can do here, but am very much
disappointed in Lord de Vesci, whom I find a slobbering sort of elderly
gentleman of moderate understanding, with his hands in his pockets, and
who cannot give anybody much information. ...’
[Aug.? 1829?]

Clements, [Edenmore, Stranorlar, Co. Donegal], to
Lady Leitrim.

‘I take this opportunity of writing to you from the
county of Donegal, because I think it is very likely to
be my last. I do not fancy the district, and do not see what business I have in
it ... . The greater part of this very cross determination proceeds from
finding Mr Cochran[e]’s house cold, comfortless and chesty. ...
I am very much ashamed of the roads in the county of Leitrim. The road
here is grand and excellent, and post horses almost every ten miles, which
astonish one. The roads in that other county are still impassable. ...’
25 Oct. 1829

Clements, Turin, to Lord Leitrim, Rosshill, Cong.

Clements is travelling on the Continent with the
Charlemonts, and ‘... dearest E. [Lady Emily
Caulfeild] has been suddenly attacked with that awful
symptom, spitting of blood. ... My dearest father, I wish you could send over
a physician here. Rynd would be by far the best if he would come. Lord C.
says that he would not, and that besides it would shock Ladies C. and E. too
much. As for Lady C., you know she has no feelings, and I think that that
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angel’s strength of mind would overcome it. Lord C. seemed pleased with
the idea at first, but has now relapsed into his uncertainties and
nervousness ...’.

Ms. 36,035/15

Nov.-Dec. 1829

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements,
all relating to the illness and death of Lady Emily
Caulfeild and the journey back to London with her
body.

Ms. 36,035/16

Mar.-July 1830

Letters to Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements,
including:

22 June 1830

Clements to Lord Leitrim.

‘I have received a very dry letter from Sir Hugh
[Crofton], which I enclose [not found]. ... I am afraid
he took alarm at my wanting to act upon him by
reminding him of his declared good wishes towards me, and that I was
trying to palaver him. He is so much afraid of himself, poor man.
I have done nothing more except getting Lord Forbes’s vote or rather
support, for he says he has no vote or votes, but if he had, he would give
them to me and Sam. I will be in tomorrow positively, but I am very shy of
this sort of work. I met Godley last night as I was going to the House, but
he was returning to Cheltenham today and I did not like to ask him the first
time of meeting him that way, and will write to him tomorrow. ...
One thing, at all events, is a great comfort, that my poor mother, though
without resource or occupation, is certainly better and happier in her present
situation [at Killadoon] than you could have conceived possible ... .
Whatever you may say, I cannot help regretting most bitterly that you
should be quite alone in this way. It is worse for you than you can be aware
yourself. ...’
1 July 1830
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King [William IV] ‘... talks immensely, asks multitudinous questions from
those who are quite unable to give him answers ...’, and in other ways
behaves very unexpectedly. He will be very generous to ‘naval folks’, but
in all other ways very economical.
7 July 1830

Clements, 2 Grosvenor Square [London], to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... They say that the Conynghams are going to remain
in office, which I can hardly believe. ... All the
neighbourhood of Bushy ...’ are to have posts in the Queen’s household.
‘... John Clements starts for Ireland tomorrow morning. I suppose they have
got a junction against me again. There are only 600 freeholders altogether
now, and so perhaps I may go to the wall, as Mr Wynne and some others
seem scarcely to be as well disposed as they were in 1826 to give me their
second votes. However, I am disposed to think that the two Clements’s will
come in, which will look very pretty in the Almanack. John Clements and I
are as great friends as ever. ...’

Ms. 36,035/17

Aug. 1830

Letters to Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements,
including:

[pre-19 Aug. 1830] Clements, Carrick, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon, about
the election. Only a dozen freeholders are unpolled.
Charles’s electioneering skill is admired by the locals,
who say ‘The Captain is a souple lad’. Bribery has
been ‘most extensive and very barefaced’.
19 Aug. 1830

Clements to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘I believe I prepared you pretty well on Sunday for the
news of my failure at Carrick. I have little to add upon
the subject, but that you will be glad to here that my
(or rather Charles’s) want of success is a matter of universal regret.
I am going to Faris’s house at Dromard, which is so near my farm of Rynn
that I shall be able to decide while I am there upon what I shall be able to
afford to do with it during the autumn. My first exertions must be directed
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to form a road to get into it. Then will come some more plans of expense,
but the first will not be effected under a very considerable sum. ...’
[post 30 Aug.
1830]

Clements to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... John [Chetwynd Talbot]’s marriage went off
admirably. Every member of the Wortley family
present, and four Talbots. They are at Hardwick and
remove in a fortnight to Chatsworth, which is distant from the former only a
short ride. Hardwick was tenanted of yore by Mary Q. of Scots and is old,
handsome and romantic and usually uninhabited. ...
I wish I could affect to misunderstand what you say about my father, and
then I could answer seriously that he does not live with any person in
particular. But, really, a repetition of such very ridiculous insinuations is so
absurd as to be beyond all Christian patience and only calculated to make
one say something sarcastic, which you would call highly disrespectful and
quite naughty, naughty. ...’

Ms. 36,035/18

Sep.-Dec. 1830

Letters to Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements, mainly
about her continuing confusion of mind, and about
Clements’s arrival at and first impressions of Vienna.

Ms. 36,035/19

1831

Letters to Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements,
including:

18 Mar. 1831

Clements, Vienna, to Lady Leitrim. He has ‘assisted
at a bridal banquet’ for the King of Hungary and a
Turin princess. He has also dined en famille with
Prince Metternich - ‘a little pompous and prosy’.

11 Nov. 1831

Clements, Quidenham [Norfolk, home of his sister,
Lady Maria Keppel], reporting that he had his worst
day last week, ‘... occupied by Mr Osbaldeston in
performing his wonderful wager of riding 200 miles in
8¾ hours’. The county is busy with a ‘great reform meeting’ at Norwich
next week.

Killadoon List in NLI printed 20/11/07

Page 166

KILLADOON PAPERS

DATE

Ms. 36,035/20

1832: N.D.
[1832-3?]

DESCRIPTION

Letters to Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements,
including:

26 Mar. 1832

Clements, Dublin, to Lady Leitrim reporting that one
of Hamilton’s purchases at Naas fair is already lame.
‘... My chestnut horse has succeeded better’. He
brought him in fourth after a long run with Lord
Howth’s hounds, ‘when most of the other Nimrods were disabled’.
13 Apr. 1832

Clements, Elvidges [Hotel, Kildare Street, Dublin], to
Lady Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, London, about
Lough Rynn, his new house at Mohill.

‘... Pray tell my father that there is to be a skylight, and
ask him if it is not estimated in the estimate. I have got no copy of the
estimate by me. If it is not it is a very serious omission indeed. Also, pray
tell him that the slates per estimate are but ton slates. With respect to the
light at the end of the passage, I should like to know whether Cundy wished
to increase it for the sake of improving the light under the principal staircase
or not, because there is to be a door there that will cut off the
communication of light. Perhaps he did not remark that some light will
come down the back staircase from the window that lights it into the back
passage. As for the alteration of the windows, I am afraid they are certainly
less pretty, but they are less expensive, and in the dining room they have the
advantage of simplifying the shutters very much. I wish, however, to get an
unbiassed opinion as to their adoption or not, upon a due consideration of
the affair pecuniarly. The alteration of the roof is also far from becoming. I
hope I may soon expect the old plans over.
I am dreadfully harassed about gardeners, and am afraid I shall be obliged to
hire one I heard of some time ago and did not take because he bore the
character of being expensive. He lived with Lord Plunket. I have been on
the point of hiring some dozen others and have always given them up for
some good reason, either asked too high wages or drunken or not skilled
enough or their wives did not like Connaught or some bother. I have walked
forty miles I am sure to ask their characters from door to door, and
everything is going to destruction for want of somebody.
Pray think if you could do something or other ...’ for Clements’s nurse,
Farrell, who is in greater distress and worse health than any of his mother’s
own pensioners.
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Clements, [Co. Leitrim], to Lady Leitrim, [London].

‘... My main business is concluded for the present, and
I think that all my arrangements in respect of prices
and the places from which I am to procure my various
articles, as well as all matters connected with ground plans, are now over.
My architect [William Murray] has spent the last two days here, and sundry
weighty matters having been at length decided, I consider myself at liberty
to sneak off. ... Murray says that what little work has been done is
remarkably well executed, and that the prices are all exceedingly moderate.
I cannot say how annoyed I have been by the disappointment which his
protracted absence has caused me - so many things have been delayed by it,
and such heavenly building weather lost. But now at length I think we shall
weigh anchor and be completely afloat. ...’
12 Aug. 1832

Clements, Cloncorrick, to Lady Leitrim.

‘... I shall be quite happy to find myself once more at
home at Dromard, and so will my nag, who for some
good reason or other has been doing from twenty to
thirty miles of good work every day. I have been at Lakefield, Markree,
Mount Campbell and [?Letterfiew] since I wrote to you last. Now I am with
my excellent friend, Major Irwin. But as I am come here for the purpose of
looking at everything that is built and good for building, and am going to
ride to Kilmore tomorrow to look at the Bishop’s new house, I am still in a
very locomotive state. ...’
25 Sep. 1832

Clements, Dromard, to Lady Leitrim.

‘... I have got my brother, the Captain [W.S.
Clements?], down here with me, who seems to be
nearly as well as he was before, and is able to ride
again. He has bought my brown mare from me. I am afraid he will bore
himself very much here, as he has of course nothing to do, and does not
seem fond of grinding small talk with the squireens. ...’
26 Dec. 1832

Clements, Carrick, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.
‘I write you a line in my first frank. Gross poll:
W[hite], 730, Lord C., 625, Colonel C., 513. It ended
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this minute just before [the] post and too late for
chairing or dinner. ...’
[Mar.? 1833]

Clements to Lady Leitrim.

‘... The speech with which Stanley closed the coercive
debate the night before last was one of the most
masterly ever heard within the House. Mr Denison
and several of the old stagers declared it was as good as anything in the days
of Pitt and Fox. I do not ever remember to have heard a subject so well
handled, all the parts being brought together to help one another so well, and
the conclusion being so effectual in putting down his great enemy,
O’Connell. ...’

Ms. 36,035/21

Jan.-Mar. 1833

Letters to Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements,
including:

13 Feb. 1833

Clements, London, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... The House of Commons is hotter and fuller than
ever, and decidedly quieter than in my time. The new
members are however daily increasing their
acquaintance with one another and getting daily worse in point of
conversing and non-attendance. The Whigs are in great spirits at their
apparent success in a reformed House, but I don’t think they have had the
slightest trial of it yet. Wait till there comes a question of money.’
[late? Feb.? 1833?] Clements to Lady Leitrim.
‘... If you read the Morning Chronicle, you will find
that I tipped them a piece of my mind in the Commons
House of Parliament last night. I was much more
cheered and I trust I was much more explanatory than that excellent paper
gives me credit for. But the truth is that I speak too quick and am too eager
to make a tolerable hand, and it is impossible to report me. The art is only
acquired by practice. If I can get one or two more opportunities of speaking
the sentiments of my constituents, I may be allowed to pair off for a good
long spell and to employ myself more usefully in Ireland.
Ministers seem to intend to stick their colours to the mast of corporation
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reform and to settle that point before they touch the Irish Church Bill, so if
the Lords are refractory (which I think they will not be this year), we shall
have an appeal to the constituencies on the corporation question.
It is a great pity that I should be so highly gifted with what Madame de Stael
calls l’esprit des escaliers - viz. thinking on the staircase of arguments and
good things which you ought to have thought of and said before you left the
room. I tossed about in bed till daylight this morning meditating on all sorts
of things which ought to have occurred to me when I was on my legs. ...’
21 Feb. 1833

Clements to Lady Leitrim. He attends the House of
Commons most nights ‘... and has twice this week
gone entirely without my dinner in honour of the state
of the country’. John [Townshend, 3rd Viscount
Sydney] and his lady have turned furniture ‘... backwards and forwards and
up and down at Frognal till they have at length persuaded one that the house
is comfortable ...’.

Ms. 36,035/22

N.D.: Aug.?-Oct.
1833

Letters to Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements,
including:

[Aug.? 1833?]

Clements to Lady Leitrim.

‘... Pray tell my father that I have been employed a
good deal the last two days in planting the evergreens,
which are really beautiful ones. They are so well
rooted that they must grow. I shall send the carter tomorrow for another
load, and I think my plantations will be the finest possible specimens of
thick cover, if they succeed. Besides what my father has given me, I have
got upwards of 1,500 cuttings of last year, and I have made nearly as many
cuttings this year besides. ...’

Ms. 36,035/23

10 Oct. 1833

Clements to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon, explaining that
the furniture is to be sent to the nearest lock [to Lough
Rynn] on the Grand Canal. The lock-keeper has been
promised 6d if he puts it on the first of Messrs
Pilsworths’ Longford boats.

Nov.-Dec. 1833

Letters to Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements,
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including:
9 Dec. 1833

Clements, Cloncaher [Mohill, Co. Leitrim], to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon, making a most obscure joke. ‘... I
hope the fellow-feeling worms at Liverpool will enable
Greer to call them his dear brethren for £250 ... . How
spoony he will look ...’, if sent back to Celbridge, worth only £70 p.a.
14 Dec. 1833

Clements, [Cloncaher], to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.
‘I have been daily and positively determined to indite a
letter to you to give you all the details you seem
anxious [for] about my casa or Elizabethan
mansion ... .

The slater has now finished the greater part of the troublesome work on his
hands, but the dining room and bedrooms over it are still at the mercy of the
wind, snow, rain and such like. The awkward hips and hollows round the
lantern light are slated, though not finished off. I believe the masons will
have finished the kitchen today, if the weather holds up. But, from the
quantity of rain, they have not pointed it as yet to my satisfaction and will be
obliged to return there too. I have been so worried by their slowness that I
have determined to look about me for a good man to contract for the interior
carpenters’ work. ...’

Ms. 36,035/24

Jan.-Apr. 1834:
N.D.

Letters to Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements,
including:

31 Jan. 1834

Clements, Mohill, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... We had one beautiful day to look at Lord Gosford’s
Arva estate, which seems to be remarkably well
managed. I think I may look forward to a great
improvement in this neighbourhood by my father’s having adopted the
system of giving the tenants a private tutor. There has been a marked
difference in their cultivation within two years at Arva, and they have not
received any great assistance.
Nothing remains to be known of Sir Hugh’s will that could interest you. He
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has considered Lady Crofton’s convenience in every way: so much so as to
leave her will ready drawn up. She has now nothing to do but to sign and
seal. I hope I shall manage to agree with Catchside. The Rev. Augustus
Crofton is in England. Sir Morgan is come over. His father left him £100
with some expressions of affection and some bank stock, besides what was
settled on him, which was not expected, as they had been on such bad terms.
He has left Mrs Hyde well. I don’t know what.’
13 Mar. 1834

Clements, London, to Lady Leitrim, Rosshill.
‘... I hope that this will find you in excellent health on
the banks of Lough Mask, and that you will have no
return of influenza.

I called at Mr Farrell’s on my way through Dublin, but had not time to call
again, and I found the room empty. ... Pray tell my father how sorry I was at
not being able to do anything in that business [the new market house in
Manor Hamilton?]. I suppose he will settle it immediately, as it is of
consequence that the contract should be entered into before the building
season is too far advanced. It makes all the difference in the world whether
the mason work is done early in the year or not, and as there will be a good
deal of hammered stone to keep them back, it will be still more important.
If my father manages to conclude the negotiation before he leaves Ireland, I
think he will probably have a very well built house. ...’
24 Mar. 1834

Clements, 2 Grosvenor Square, to Lady Leitrim,
Rosshill.

‘... I do not know whether I told you that O’Connell
had met me with a sweet smile in the H. of Commons,
saying that he was glad to find that I had arrived in London just in time for
the recess. Such is pretty nearly the fact, as it begins this week, and Lord
Althorp’s gout has been so bad that the legislative proceedings have been
almost adjourned for some days back. ...
I hear that Lord Grey has offered a ribband to my father. It costs £900,
which I should think too much for such an ornament, but my ideas about the
nonsense of such haberdashery are unusual, I am aware.’

Ms. 36,035/25

Aug.-Dec. 1834
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including:
20 Aug. 1834

Clements, Rynn, to Lady Leitrim, Matlock,
Derbyshire.

‘... I got here the night before last, and found
everything had succeeded remarkably well during my
absence. ... The stables I consider the most perfect thing ever built. I never
saw anything so complete. They are roofed in and nearly ready for the
plaster, as the laths are up in most places. The stall ports and the greater part
of the mangers, etc, are likewise finished, and a month now will complete
them. The staircase, etc, is nearly finished.
In the dwelling house, everything looks on the point of completion. A great
many of the upper rooms are plastered, cornices and all. They are putting in
the window shutters to the large window in the dining room. The staircase
is finished, all but the banisters. The flooring of the upper rooms is all
down, though not wedged or finished. The stone in the passage or hall, with
the smooth flags in that part of the passage, are set, and it all looks very
nice.
The road from the lake plantation to the cottages of the labourers towards
Lakefield into Drumsallagh and Agharush is begun, and the difficult style
that you had to get down into a ditch, is all smooth and level, and a new
road. One of the new double cottages is built. The garden is much more
formed and more crops in it. The plantations have all increased since last
year, particularly the one next the house on the west, between the house and
the castle. ...
It is most fortunate that I came here just now, as the casements or opening
part of the windows were on the eve of being botched. I have just been in
time to stop that. ...
29 Aug. [1834]

Clements, Cloncaher [Mohill, Co. Leitrim], to Lady
Leitrim.

‘... I was sorry to hear that my father was unable to get
Skreeny for six months, as Norris told me that he had
wished so to do, which was a surprise upon me. I was glad ... to hear from
the Berry [i.e. Berry Norris] that the Colonel [Cullen] had named a sum for
Skreeny which, though higher than he could probably get from another
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party, was not much beyond the mark. My father had not told me the
progress of the negotiations. If you were to get it, you would of course
come here on your way there, and we should be very grand, with our two
places at opposite ends of the county.
I do not think there seems to be any danger of my being turned out of
Cloncaher, though I should think it necessary to give it up if the Archbishop
[of Tuam] made an advantageous offer to Augustus Crofton, as I professed
myself so indifferent about the thing at the time I made him reduce his rent
to £25, and should consequently think it looked ill to keep him out of a good
thing. ... The thing that makes me most unhappy is my having determined to
give up a negotiation which I had begun to take the place myself for 21
years, with the intention of letting it off to Trench [the Archbishop’s son?]
for 4 or 5 years and so losing nothing by it, till I had pretty nearly finished
Rynn and had an opportunity of turning my attention to it, planting part of
the lawn and improving it, and making myself a road through the wood that
would enable me to avoid Mohill. I thought that, if I got it for 21 years, I
might eventually be more likely to purchase it out and out, and that it was an
opportunity not to be lost. But, upon conning the thing over, I am afraid of
being possibly led into some expense which I could not afford. ...’
He shot yesterday from ten to seven ‘... with little or no success. ... I fear I
shall never get any birds on these bogs. Measures of security against cur
dogs are necessary which revolt my amiable disposition.’
3 Sep. [1834]

Clements, Cloncaher, to Lady Leitrim.

‘... Frazer, the gardening man, has disappointed me,
and after waiting at home for him on Friday and
Saturday last, I received a letter on Sunday stating that
Lord Bloomfield had asked him “for a few days’ indulgence” and that he
had been consequently unable to reach me ...
He reports that most of his neighbours are at the ‘salt water’ - either
Seapoint or Bundoran. A miracle is happening in Kiltoghert parish: 300 are
cured daily by a holy spring from the clay of the grave of Father John
McKeon, ‘an excellent good old Salamanca priest’.
8 Sep. 1834

Clements, Cloncaher, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.
‘I have been out all day with Frazer ... . I do not know
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how long he will stay with me, nor whether
Catch[e]side [the builder employed on Lough Rynn]
will come here the end of the week or not ... . Frazer has been pegging out
the line of gravel which is to occupy the front of my house, and the road to
stables, garden and so forth, and we shall have about as much to do as will
fully satisfy us. ...’
His south lawn is destined for three years’ crop rotation before it can be laid
down to grass. He is ‘much bored’ by the Godleys, father and son, leaving
notes in his absence, and promising to come but not coming.
14 Sep. 1834

Clements, Rynn, to Lady Leitrim. There is a proposal
for starting a loan fund at Mohill. He ‘was much
sought for yesterday’, being called on by Sir Gilbert
and Lady King, young Godley, and George
L’Estrange.

[1834?]

Clements, Mohill, to Lady Leitrim.

‘... Pray ask my father to send me the dimensions
(length and breadth) of the Lisnaskea market house.
McMaster’s plot is only 68 feet 3 [inches] to the street,
which includes half a gateway, so I suppose the available length is only 65
feet, and no room for a passage at the ends or extremities thereof.’

Ms. 36,035/26

Jan.-Mar. 1835:
N.D.

Letters to Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements,
including:

19 Jan. [1835]

Clements, Rynn, to Lady Leitrim.

‘... I found the Earl here on my return from
Cloncorrick, looking particularly well. I was quite
surprised at his looking so well, after having been
confined so long. I am very flourishing too. ... I rode my mare 36 miles
from Hollymount to Cloncorrick in the midst of the snow with the greatest
success. ...
I need not say that everybody was very civil to me. They would not be a bit
the better for being otherwise, as there is no contest. Accordingly, all the
freeholders I met were determined to support me, a determination which
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they also expressed in 1830 [when he was defeated]. I found Tottenham
sitting in a beard and linen which had not been touched for more than a
fortnight. He had a capital Murillo in the room. ...’
20 Jan. 1835

Clements, Carrick, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘I make use of my first return of the franking privilege
to tell you that the election went off quite quietly. Sam
White did not make his appearance at all. They said
he was unwell and could not come. O’Beirne and Duke Crofton proposed
and seconded me, as the Major was detained from the illness of a brotherexecutor of his. John Hammy Peyton proposed White and Garret Walsh
seconded him. No dinner, only a quiet feast to half a dozen of the gentry in
our lodgings.’
25 Feb. [1835]

Clements, London, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘I am glad to tell you that I am arrived in town. I
thought I should have been too late, for the stormy
wind blew uncommon [sic]. ... I have as yet seen very
few people, but those few [are] in a state of considerable political
excitement. O’Connell shook hands with me just now, which means I
suppose that he will do me all the harm he can. ...’
2 Mar. 1835

Clements, London, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon:
political and social news. ‘... At Denison’s I sat next
the jeune père, the author and the radical legislator,
Albert Conyngham, who is not more entertaining in
his new character than he used to be in his old one. ...’
N.D. [5? Mar.?
1835]

Clements, 2 Grosvenor Square, to Lady Leitrim. His
mornings are ‘completely filled up’ between sleep and
committees. ‘... The Ministers [Peel and Wellington]
will be out next week’.

11 [Mar? 1835?]

Clements to Lady Leitrim. It is ‘... expected that Dan
O’Connell will not oppose the Committee against him
about Raphael’.

[Feb.-Mar. 1835]

Clements to Lady Leitrim. He writes to ‘... announce
nothing, as usual. The weather intolerable. Lord De
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Grey [First Lord of the Admiralty, Dec. 1834-Apr.
1835] dilatory in answering my father’s letters. The
House of Commons very hot.’

Ms. 36,035/27

Apr.-Sep. 1835:
N.D.

Letters to Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements,
including:

17 Apr. 1835

Clements, Rynn, to Lady Leitrim reporting that the
‘... water, instead of being improved by the cleaning, is
become a great deal worse’. He cannot find a carrier
going up empty to Killadoon and Dublin to take the
sofa. The row of dahlias is planted, but not yet growing.

Ms. 36,035/28

[Apr.-Sep.? 1835]

Clements to Lady Leitrim. He has been ‘... invaded by
two ladies, Mrs St George and a friend. ... My rooms
are called red, green, white and blue; blue is the state
room, white is mine, green is at the head of the stairs.
Is not that knowing?’

N.D. Oct. 1835

Letters to Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements,
including:

4 Oct. 1835

Clements, Dublin, to Lady Leitrim reporting that
George Keppel and he ‘... could not find one another
all the morning, but met at Howth races’. Lord Howth
broke his collarbone yesterday for the first time ‘... odd considering the number of steeple chases he has ridden’.
12 Oct. 1835

Clements, Lough Rynn, to Lady Leitrim remarking
that George Keppel, who has a great deal of business
to do [in connection with the Co. Leitrim estate of his
father, the 4th Earl of Albermarle], is ‘... quite absent
when he talks of anything but Anaghnamadoo and Anaghbradikin’. The
first is out of lease, and the second let for 3 lives from the year of Lady De
Clifford’s [Keppel’s grandmother] death [in 1828. She was the third
daughter and co-heiress of Samuel Campbell of Mount Campbell, Drumsna,
Co. Leitrim.]
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Nov.-Dec. 1835:
N.D.

DESCRIPTION

Letters to Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements,
including:

4 Dec. 1835

Clements, Clooncorrick, to Lady Leitrim recounting a
collision with a jaunting car containing Mrs Broughton
of Cloncaher. ‘... Being now something of a farmer’,
he finds the soil here much inferior to that of Mohill
parish. He sends melon seed from Admiral Rowley.
12 [Dec. 1835]

Clements, Parkanaur, [Co. Tyrone], to Lady Leitrim.

He ‘... stopped an hour or two with Saunderson at
Castle Saunderson, near Belturbet, where I
breakfasted. He is altering and castellating his house,
so I was quite in my element. ...’
N.D. [c.1835]

Clements to Lady Leitrim, Cumberland Place,
proposing himself for dinner at seven sharp.
‘... Cha[rles] is elected to the Travellers. Now comes
the knotty point, who is to pay his £21 entrance?’

N.D. [c.1835]

Clements to Lady Leitrim. He has been ‘trying to
change my poor gardener, Corcoran’. He writes about
cooks, and about dividing one of his father’s farms in
Farnaught.

N.D. [c.1835]

Clements, [Burghley, Northamptonshire], to Lady
Leitrim. The house party (including Princess Victoria
and the Duchess of Kent) comprises ‘in all a score and
a half of Whigs’. Dinner was put back to 9.30 from
the late arrival of royalty - ‘very hungry work indeed’.

Ms. 36,035/30

N.D.: Jan.-Apr.
1836

Letters to Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements,
including:

[pre-15? Feb?
1836]

Clements to Lady Leitrim. Mr Barry’s design for the
Houses of Parliament is ‘... far and away beyond the
other plans’. Lord Westminster has just discovered
£163,000 in forgotten ground rents.
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15 Feb. 1836

Clements to Lady Leitrim. The plans for the Houses
of Parliament are ‘very complete’. He was asked to
dine with Seymour to meet ‘Fonblanque, the clever
editor of the Examiner, a radical Sunday paper, but due
to a mistaking in the day, met Lord Melbourne and Mrs Norton instead.
However, it did very well.’
3 Mar. [1836?]

Clements, Lough Rynn, to Lady Leitrim. He is
‘... quite sick of my grand juror duties’, after the social
round entailed by them. He had a ‘perfect matter of
fact Englishman, Mr Guy Lloyd and John Wynne, to
support me’.

27 Mar. 1836

Clements, Lough Rynn, to Lady Leitrim.

‘We have got an inch of snow on the ground, and it has
been two inches, but it is beginning to thaw now. That
is the only event that I know of that is worth telling
you, except my domestic details, of which, as you don’t seem tired, I will
continue the history.
My Scot arrived in the middle of last week, but as he seemed uncommonly
slow, I thought it best not to hurry him and he only assumes office
tomorrow. He has brought a most flaming character with him, and a long
description of his talents in five sides of paper in a private letter from his
master. I am to give him £25 a year, and he is to live in this house. If I
lived here all the year round, that would come more expensive than
Corcoran, for though the latter got 13/6 a week or £35 a year, I do not think
I could board this man for £10. However, as his allowance in my absence is
very small, I shall make a saving upon him. Then I have hired a gardener to
replace Corcoran, but he is only to live in his house, he assumes none of his
other emoluments and is to get only 10d a day and grass for a cow. This of
course throws one of my poor labourers out of employment who got only
8d, so there goes that saving, and in a disagreeable way too, but I reckon that
I shall have my garden better kept by one working man, who understands his
business, than by Corcoran’s inspection of two or three men who did not.
I am sorry to say I am obliged to dismiss all my workmen save three. These
I put under the Scot (Anderson by name, a very ominous name). Two of
them are to drive the farm horses, and one to feed the cattle and job. I shall
not employ any other in future, except by the task, and my business in that
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line is almost all over; so that, to the loss of these poor fellows, I shall make
a considerable saving in this department, I trust. For this one year they are
likely to get employment in the boat, bringing stones for the farmyard.
Mrs Devany is gone, and is succeeded for the present by a temporary
servant, a very respectable woman, who has been long in the Rowley family
[of Mount Campbell, Drumsna, Co. Leitrim, then represented by Admiral
Sir Josias Rowley (1765-1842)], as plain cook and housekeeper. She is to
get £1 a month while I am here, and £2 a month in my absence - that is
nearly 5s a week board wages. Mrs D. got 6/- and £20 a year. The other
two maids go on Thursday next to America, and I shall save all their wages
for the present, as I don’t intend to hire a housemaid till I return. Jack
Flynn, the “gamekeeper’s”, daughter is to act in their stead. About 3/- a
week and no wages will repay her services. I wish the house could continue
on this footing, but I fear Mrs Hearne is too much advanced in years to act
as permanent cook.
I think you have now got a full recital of my bothers. For good or for bad,
they seem to have settled down into something like shape for the present.
Believe me, with much shame for having nothing better to communicate,
your most affectionate son, C.’
11 Apr. 1836

Clements to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon, reporting that he
has found an accumulation of 77 letters since his last
visit to London. Eight more came today, ‘... which
task being incomplete, I leave you to finish it’.

16 Apr. 1836

Clements, 2 Grosvenor Square, to Lady Leitrim,
referring to the impending marriages of Lord Headfort
and Sir John Beresford to Miss Vaughan and Mrs or
Miss Peach respectively; both ladies are being married
for their money, as both are ‘fully advanced in life’. There has been a
bloodless duel between Lord George Bentinck and [Squire] Obaldeston.

20 Apr. 1836

Clements, 2 Grosvenor Square, to Lady Leitrim. He
has no news, as he has only seen House of Commons
people. He is disappointed at the loss of a private bill
to increase the Dublin Steam Packet Co.’s capital. The
Duke of Devonshire is giving two parties (some of them balls) a week.

23 Apr. 1836
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Killadoon. He was ‘... not in bed till 4 o’clock this
morning - all about that foolish Hardy and his motion’.
The House of Commons’ credit is lowered by ‘such
trifling, technical triumphs’.
25 Apr. 1836

Clements, House of Commons, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon, reporting an improvement in Lady Lou’s
[his aunt, Lady Louisa] health. Morpeth’s new tithe
bill is better than the last, ‘... but, as the Lords are
sure to throw it all out, I do not think I shall take the trouble of reading it
even’.
29 Apr. 1836

Clements to Lady Leitrim. He has been ‘... much
interested’ to see the embarkation of ‘the ladies sent by
the government as emigrants to Van Diemen’s Land’.
Sailing conditions for the Irish are such that the
emigrants are ‘in much greater clover’ than they are used to.

Ms. 36,035/31

May 1836

Letters to Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements,
including:

2 May 1836

Clements to Lady Leitrim. He refers to the Dowager
Lady Glengall’s sudden death. The crops in
Co. Leitrim are said to ‘promise desperately’. There is
a new Dublin Review nominally edited by O’Connell.

20 May 1836

Clements, 2 Grosvenor Square, to Lady Leitrim. He
has been both complimented and ‘joked with’ for his
House of Commons attack on Sir James Graham ‘and
his cool manner of talking of “concessions to
Ireland” ’. Mr Berkeley Craven is said to have shot himself, having plunged
heavily on the Derby.

21 May 1836

Clements to Lady Leitrim reporting the news that
General Evans has lost 60 officers and 700 men out of
a force of 4,000. Clements’s favourite mare has ‘cut
open her knees to the bone’ after a fall, and is no
longer worth £5.

30 May 1836

Clements, House of Commons, to Lady Leitrim.
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‘... Touching the Norton affair I really know
nothing. ...’ The broken engagement of Lord Villiers
to Lady Mary Herbert is also interesting ‘polite
circles’. He describes how ‘five young sparks [are] trotting out for Princess
Victoria’s favours’. H.R.H.’s friendship with Miss Georgiana Harcourt,
Clements’s contemporary, is odd, as she is ‘an elderly companion for Vic.’

Ms. 36,035/32

June 1836

Letters to Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements,
including:

6 June 1836

Clements, 2 Grosvenor Square, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon. Mr Vignolles, the engineer, has gone over
‘to lay out a plan of a railroad from Dublin to Sligo’;
any line built must pass near Lough Rynn. ‘All sorts
of discoveries’ are said to have been made by Mrs Norton’s servants.
7 June 1836

Clements to Lady Leitrim reporting that he was an
hour and a quarter ‘in the string [of carriages] which
extended to close on Knightsbridge’, heading for the
Duchess of Kent’s party. Shiel, O’Connell and other
radicals ‘like ourselves’, were paying homage to the rising sun.

Ms. 36,035/33

13 June 1836

Clements to Lady Leitrim describing a ‘curious dinner’
given by Lord Morpeth at Blackwall to 86 guests; ‘no
speechifying but one or two appropriate toasts’.

28 June 1836

Clements to Lady Leitrim. Lord Melbourne’s crim.
con. trial has ended in ‘immediate acquittal’. The
Tories are ashamed of themselves, and of Lord
Wynford, Norton’s abettor.

July 1836

Letters to Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements,
including:

4 Jul 1836

Clements, House of Commons, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon.
He explains that he has been ‘... really occupied every
instant. However, after tomorrow, when I expect that
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the Irish Grand Jury Bill will go through the committee, I hope to be more
disengaged. ... Lord Stanley is now speaking, but as he will not convince
me, I prefer writing to you to listening to him. They are cheering his speech
most wonderfully.
I forgot to tell you that I had heard from Sir Josias Rowley, who says he has
seen Sydney on board his ship and that he is gone to Sicily. So that
accounts for our not having heard from him for so long. ...
I went to the Duchess of Kent’s. ... She has got violently fond of giving
parties, which is an intense bore ... . Sir John Conroy looked charming. At
loyal dinner parties in the next reign, we expect to be obliged to toast Sir
John Conroy and the rest of the Conroyal family. ...’
12 July 1836

Clements to Lady Leitrim. He is trying to get
someone to amend the Irish part of the Agricultural
Committee’s report. He was ‘... dissipated yesterday
at [the] Duchess of Buccleuch’s déjeuner (if a dinner,
ball, tea, coffer and supper, with illuminations and fireworks can be fairly so
called)’. He is thinking of buying a little grey nag, but has been ‘horribly
disappointed’ so far.
18 July 1836

Clements, 2 Grosvenor Square, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon. He dined yesterday with Lord De Ros in
Regent’s Park. The party was ‘small but very
recherché and I was induced to drink a few glasses of
Champain [sic]’, which does not agree with him.

Ms. 36,035/34

26 July 1836

Clements, House of Commons, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon. He reports a rumour of an intended
prosecution of the Bishop of Exeter for a libel by the
Irish Commissioners for Education.

31 July 1836

Clements, Cowes, [I.O.W.], to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon. The yacht club is ‘at its lowest ebb’. The
houses are let to a ‘sea-bathing sort of people, most of
them Irish’ - the Bishop of Ossory, Lady Farnham,
Lord Listowel, Lord Clonbrock, etc.

Aug. 1836

Letters to Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements,
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including:
31 Aug. [1836?]

Clements, Lough Rynn, to Lady Leitrim. He went
yesterday to meet at 6 a.m. ‘His excellent Excellency’
at Kilbee’s. There was a ‘poor turn out’ there: only
Saunderson, ex-M.P. for Co. Cavan; Mr Finlay, the
sheriff; and Mr Story, the Rector; with ‘some officer men and other
juniors ... . I wish they would do away with the office; it does no good.’

Ms. 36,035/35

Sep.-Oct. 1836

Letters to Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements,
including:

1 Sep. [1836?]

Clements to Lady Leitrim. He has just returned from
Mr Jones’s funeral. There was a ‘most indecent crowd
as usual, and all sorts of hustle and bustle’.

22 Sep. [1836?]

Clements, Boom Hall, [Londonderry], to Lady
Leitrim. Sir Charles and Lady Style are out of spirits,
having lost their only daughter. They ‘do not intend
living there any more, which is a great pity’. Sir
Charles has recovered all his arrears, and spends £300 p.a. on roads.

5 Oct. 1836

Clements, Parkanaur, Co. Tyrone, to Lady Leitrim.
The Donegal estate is ‘a splendid property’, but the
people and climate are too poor. Mr Hastings’s glebe
is ‘now very prettily planted’, and Milford is now ‘a
very fair-sized little place’.

12 Oct. 1836

Clements, Lough Rynn, to Lady Leitrim.

‘... I had intended to have gone all over the [Donegal]
estate before I discovered myself to the natives ..., but
when I ... got a fit of asthma at Milford, I was obliged
to dispatch a messenger to summon the freeholders to come and meet me,
and from that time forth the bother began. The first day, we went forth
incognito and my guide told everybody that I was the landlord’s son but was
not to be addressed as such, and it did very well, and the hypothetical way in
which they put their complaints was ingenious and amusing. “If you should
meet Lord Leitrim, tell him, etc, etc.” But, then, when we returned that
night, they had heard that the freeholders had been summoned, and thought
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themselves entitled to their fun, as an illumination always brings beer, etc,
etc, which they like. ... Apropos, I believe I have twice had the honour of an
illumination at Mohill, without beer and without even knowing the
interesting fact at the time.
I do not know whether I told you that I met the great trades union radical,
Mr Marcus Costelloe, at Doe Castle. He was staying at Lord L.’s little
village of Cresslagh [sic], where his brother is quartered as revenue
policeman or supervisor or something. He (the brother) has received
promotion from the present government, and is a quiet, stupid man, who
probably does very well in his way. That is one of the obvious, and too-long
neglected ways in which a practical influence is obtained over the trades
union ... .
I went to Drumsna today, saw Lady King’s new baby and new house. The
latter has probably many faults of proportion, but has what I consider the
grand, leading features of merit, looking to the sun and no servants’
apartments under ground. It is to cost £4,600. ...’
19 Oct. 1836

Clements, Lough Rynn, to Lady Leitrim. He sends a
brace of hares of his own shooting, and describes Lord
Palmerston’s improvements at Mullaghmore, where he
‘fattens fine sheep upon the clover ... . But his roads,
his harbour and his bog speculations are on too large a scale to repay him, in
my opinion. He thinks they will. ...
I have asked Morpeth [the Chief Secretary] (who has constantly asked
himself) to come and see me here, but the papers seem to say that he is
always at Gowran Castle, so I suppose he will not have time. ...’

Ms. 36,035/36

Nov.-Dec. 1836

Letters to Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements,
including:

8 Dec. 1836

Clements, Ashfield, Cootehill, [Co. Cavan], to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... We got here with much difficulty at 7 o’clock
yesterday ... . We found Mr and Mrs C., Mr Hodder
and three Miss C.’s. I have no doubt that they are very nice people, but they
are practising an opera in parts under where I am sitting, so that I am not at
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the moment in charity with them. The weather as usual is outrageous, and
though Colonel Clements has promised to take me to Rakenny [sic] in a car,
I fear he will scarcely be able so to do. I am very curious indeed to see that
spot, and having once seen it, and seen my good cousins, whom I was also
very anxious to behold. I suppose that we shall stop there. ...’
The evidence against William West is insufficient for conviction. The
prosecution have urged ‘the committal of West, which my brother
magistrates seem to think there were grounds to warrant. I myself think not.
But I am sure that they will not do so, unless they have me or some other
chairman to bear the odium of the thing, as they never like to commit a
protestant, much less a gentleman. ...’
N.D. [Dec.?
1836?]

Clements, [Lough Rynn], to Lady Leitrim. He
‘... spent yesterday in pleasuring’ (visits from Nesbitts,
Kings, and others). The destruction of Mrs Mac.’s
offices is the ‘great news of the country’. Eleven brace
of hares and two of woodcock were killed in a two-hour shoot.

Ms. 36,035/37

1837

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements,
including:

N.D. [early Feb.
1837]

Clements to Lady Leitrim. His pamphlet is thought
‘... too agricultural for a purely political reader, and too
historical and political for a purely agricultural one’.
The case of the Irish government is to be brought
before the House next Tuesday by Lord John Russell.
13 Feb. 1837

Clements, House of Commons, to Lady Leitrim. His
little speech was ‘execrably given in the Chronicle’.
The Irish Poor Law scheme is ‘very excellent’ for the
richer counties. Landlords will be obliged to look
closer into ‘the management or rather the gross mismanagement of their
properties’.
3 Oct. 1837

Clements, Kildare Street Club, [Dublin], to Lord
Leitrim, 18 Great Cumberland Street, London. He
complains that Thomas Nixon ‘behaved so very ill at
the last election’. Clements also has no sympathy for
Thomas Dunn who, like the rest of his family, is ‘a very bad lot’. The
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inhabitants of various townlands should be ‘set to industry, instead of
quarrelling’.

Ms. 36,035/38

Aug.-Dec. 1838

Letters to Lord Leitrim from Lord Clements,
including:

8 Aug. 1838

Clements, 2 Grosvenor Square, to Lord Leitrim, poste
restante, Barèges [a spa in the Haute Pyrénées],
France. He encloses a copy of Cochrane’s account of
receipts and expenses for ten years on the College
estate. Receipts have been falling by £1,000 p.a. A new valuation and
division are necessary, and he is doubtful that the Cochranes have the
‘energy and capacity’ for this.
31 Aug. 1838

Clements, Langfield Glebe, Co. Tyrone, to Lord
Leitrim, [Barèges], reporting on Charlotte King,
daughter of the Rev. Gilbert King, Rector of Langfield
Lower, to whom Clements’s younger brother, the Hon.
and Rev. Francis Nathaniel Clements, has just become hastily engaged.
‘My dear Father - I received a letter from Francis at Haslewood [Sligo] in
which he begged me very urgently to come over here to be introduced to the
Kings. You will probably have heard a fortnight before you receive this that
he proposed to Miss Charlotte, the eldest unmarried daughter, upwards of a
fortnight ago, but as he did not know where I was, I did not hear of it till
three days ago. I expected Sydney and Charles at Lough Rynn, and was
much annoyed at having to travel back again here. But I was so anxious to
see my sister-in-law, and to give an account of her to the family, who will be
so anxious to hear tidings of her, that I set off immediately for that purpose
and by dint of twelve hours of jaunting cars, I arrived just as they had set
down to dinner.
As he has been living in the house for a fortnight in the capacity of promis,
it is out of the question, I suppose, that it should not be a match.
Nevertheless, I felt it awkward to commit myself to that opinion till you had
given your consent, and we have been grinding indifferent small talk for
nearly 24 mortal hours consequently, till I am nearly overcome with the
exertion. She seems to be a very nice, quiet person, with a most excellent
countenance, and a pretty figure. I think she has a very pretty manner, too,
and a very agreeable face indeed - age 23. He seems a good deal annoyed at
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my not going into raptures about her, but it is hardly to be expected that one
could do that, as people who live in the world so much as I do, get much
more fastidious than is conducive to their happiness. But I am very glad
indeed that he is going to be married (if you do not object); and I am sure
that it will be much better for his happiness and his well being in every way,
that he should have a companion for his solitude. He says that he could not
marry anybody else, for that she is a “sincere Christian”, which is horrid
nonsense - but I have no doubt she is one (though I do not admit they are so
hard to find). She seems very sincerely fond of him and would be that, or
anything else he desired.
The father seems a very good sort of shy clergyman, and I am afraid my
coming has thrown a damp upon the spirits of the party, for we were all as
shy and as awkward as possible. Only fancy four young ladies and one
married sister, total five rank and file. It makes an awful squadron to
encounter single handed. The father’s mother was a sister of Lord Erne’s,
and the girls’ mother, who died three years ago, was a sister of Colonel
Madden’s, of Mrs Oliver, wife of the rector of Loughgall, and of Mrs
Burrowes, the friend of Lodge Park. He is of Sir Gilbert King’s family, so
you ought to know all about him. He is to get a share of Lord Erne’s
savings whenever he dies, which I suppose will be something “handsome”.
He has a son a cornet in the Enniskillens’ and another boy at school. I can
well understand that it must be somewhat annoying to you, not knowing
more of the family, but separated as Francis is from the world, it seems
hopeless to expect that he would make any acquaintance within your circle,
and it is a great point that he should marry, and not get so wrapped up in
self; and from what I can see of Miss King, I have no doubt she will make
him an excellent wife.
Having obeyed my first fraternal impulse in rushing here, I never felt so
awkward in my life, upon not knowing on what terms I was to meet them,
and I hope to be soon relieved by hearing that you are well satisfied as I am
with the affair. Pray tell Lady Li [his aunt, Lady Elizabeth Clements] how
sorry I am that I have been totally unable to write to her, but I hope to do so
from Lough Rynn, where I go tomorrow morning. Pray give my
affectionate love to my mother and believe me your most affectionate son,
C.
Swanlinbar. I open my letter to say that Francis is as ignorant as a child
about settlements, etc, and I did not know how to advise him, as I do not
know your views. You had better explain your wishes as to jointure, etc,
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etc, just as if he was a young lady and knew nothing of the world. For my
own part, where there is so little to settle, I would always leave it unsettled.
If you would like me to do anything in the matter, pray command me. He
talks of being married in Dublin and spending the moon at K[illadoon].’

Ms. 36,035/39

1839: N.D.

Ms. 36,035/40

1839-40

Letter of condolence to Lord Leitrim on the death of
Lord Clements at Marino, Clontarf, in 1839, and letter
to him from Christopher Moore about Moore’s
completed bust of Lord Clements (for which he
charged £126), 1840. [The bust is now (2003) at Mulroy House, Co.
Donegal.]

Ms. 36,036/1-6 1829-38

Ms. 36,036/1

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lord Clements.

1829-30

Letters from Lord and Lady Leitrim to Lord Clements,
as follows:

Letters from Lord Leitrim to Lord Clements,
including:

13 Dec. 1830

Lord Leitrim to Lord Clements, Vienna, reporting that
Clements’s younger brother, Sydney, is still confined
to bed after his serious fall. Lord Leitrim has had a
‘long, confidential conversation’ with Conolly about
Lady Leitrim’s health. ‘I fear her opinions with respect to her family remain
unchanged’ ie. the irrational aversion she had taken to her daughters. He
reports on household appointments made or likely to be made by Lord
Anglesey. ‘Lord and Lady Cowleys coming home [from Vienna, where
Cowley was British Ambassador] will be a great loss to you.’

Ms. 36,036/2

Jan.-Mar. 1831

Letters from Lord Leitrim to Lord Clements,
including:

13 Jan. 1831

Lord Leitrim, London, to Lord Clements, Vienna,
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mentioning the probability of some of Leitrim’s letters
having miscarried. He has sold Clements’s pony for
only £10, since he could not warrant her to draw and
be quiet in harness. Arnstein, ‘whom we met at Nice’, could get Clements
introduced to the Vienna radicals. Sir James Graham promises a third
promotion to lieutenant’s rank for Clements’s brother, George. Negotiations
were in train with Lord Grey and George Ponsonby over a U.K. peerage for
Leitrim. Grey ended by supporting neither Leitrim nor Lord Fingall (an
alternative candidate).
4 Mar. 1831

Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, London, to
Clements, Vienna. Arrangements have been made for
the purchase of Sydney’s company - ‘altogether a very
fortunate change’. No rents are being paid in Donegal,
and outrages are committed by ‘men who are very well able to pay their
rents’. Lord Duncannon has carried the Co. Kilkenny election in spite of
O’Connell’s denunciation. O’Gorman Mahon and Sir John Burke are likely
to be unseated. Leitrim went to the House of Commons to hear Lord John
Russell’s plan for the redistribution of seats. He thinks it will give great
satisfaction in Ireland. ‘... These last three days, I have eaten my mutton
chop at home alone.’ Charles Hamilton expects rebellion in Ireland, if the
Reform Bill is rejected: ‘... I believe, however, he is a good deal of an
alarmist’.
18 Mar. 1831

Leitrim to Clements, British Embassy, Vienna. He
thought it imprudent to attend Lord Hill’s levée ‘... to
ask a favour for Charles, till Sydney was disposed of’.
He has sent Charles to the assizes ‘... and he is at this
moment at Carrick, and in the midst of all the bustle, but not with the
slightest idea of his being a candidate.’ There are conflicting reports about
Leitrim being given a U.K. peerage. George is at last promoted ‘... so that
he has got the whip hand of his brothers, as a lieutenant, R.N., ranks as a
captain in the army’.
23 Mar. 1831

Leitrim, Rockliffe, to Clements, Vienna. If he is given
a U.K. peerage, he ‘... feels very unequal to beginning
a new political career’. At the second reading of the
Reform Bill, 302 divided for it, 301 against; only 38
members absent. No money is coming in from the Manor Hamilton tenants.
He sends this letter through the F.O., ‘as Lady Lily has established a
correspondence with Hugo Mildmay’.
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28 Mar. 1831

Leitrim, Bolton [le Moors, Yorkshire, where W.S.
Clements was stationed and had been severely injured
in a riding accident], to Clements, Vienna, praising
Sydney’s ‘patience and good temper’ during sixteen
weeks’ confinement. There has been an improvement in his condition.
Leitrim cannot explain Parnell’s exclusion from Lord Grey’s ministry, and
supposes that Parnell had ‘looked higher’ than a Treasury lordship.
Cullen is asking £375 p.a. for Skreeny [Manor Hamilton] with only 70
acres, no furniture, and no decent servants’ bedrooms. Charles Style has
asked for the colonelcy of the Donegal Militia, ‘... upon the supposition that
the regiment is to be immediately embodied, and that the lt-colonelcy is to
be vacant’.

Ms. 36,036/3

Apr.-July 1831

Letters from Leitrim to Clements, including:

5 May 1831

Leitrim, Killadoon, to Clements, Vienna. He
considers that politics are the most suitable ‘pursuit’
for Clements. ‘There are a great deal too many
speakers in the House of Commons’. Lord Grey, Sir
James Graham and [Thomas] Spring-Rice all regret Clements’s being out of
parliament, ‘... and spoke of you as a useful, practical man of business, who
had shown great zeal and attention upon different committees’.
25 June 1831

Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Clements,
Vienna, expressing his surprise at finding himself in
the House of Lords [as a U.K. peer], when he has ‘... in
point of fact never supported any party or had it in my
power to do so’. There is a report that Lord Meath (who had the Duke of
Bedford’s support) is ‘very much disappointed and very angry’. Leitrim
was supported by Lord Holland and Lord Plunket, and afterwards dined en
famille at Holland House. U.K. peerages have been conferred at the same
time on Lord Fingall, Lord Sefton, Lord Kinnaird ‘... and Agar Ellis, who is
now Lord Dover. I am in good company at least.’
22 July 1831
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defeat of the Reform Bill in the Lords ‘would create the greatest confusion’.
A few wrongheaded peers are ‘disposed to go to all lengths to save their
boroughs’.
Dr Johnston died as a result of the overturn of his gig, and of refusing to be
bled. There have been ‘more than a dozen applications for the [Manor
Hamilton] agency’ [which Johnston had held].
28 July 1831

Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Clements,
Vienna. It will give Clements ‘great satisfaction’ to
hear that Berry Norris has taken the Manor Hamilton
agency. There has been an ‘unfortunate event’ at
Mohill involving Father Hughes, ‘one of Dogherty (my tenant’s) curates’.
Only 18 out of 43 grand jurors answered their names at last week’s assizes.
Two Irish sees are vacant; ‘I wish that Edward would get one of them’.

Ms. 36,036/4

Aug.-Oct. 1831

Letters from Leitrim to Clements, including:

12 Aug. 1831

Leitrim to Clements, poste restante, Carlsbad,
Bohemia, describing a ‘very interesting and animated
debate’ in the Lords and Lord Londonderry’s ‘folly
and absurdity’. ‘... All insubordination seems now to
have ceased, but poverty and distress prevail as strongly as ever’ in Donegal.
Well informed people think the Dutch-Belgian dispute will be settled
without war.
12-13 Sep. 1831

Leitrim to Lord Clements about the expense of robes
for William IV’s coronation, which Leitrim attended.

‘I got off a great deal better in point of expense than I
expected, my robes and coronet having cost only £53,
a wonderful reduction from the prices charged at the last coronation, when
some peers paid as much as £600! which seems hardly credible, but so it
was. The London tradesmen are, I believe, the greatest rogues in the world.
Your mother’s robes and coronet came to something between £90 and £100;
so that upon the whole I shall get off for about £150. We are going to the
Drawing Room today, when all the peeresses who were at the coronation are
to appear in their robes and coronets. The peers are fortunately not required
to make Tom fools of themselves any longer. ...’
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There follows much more about Reform Bill politics, peerage creations, etc.
16 Sep. 1831

Leitrim, [London] to Clements, Frankfort, lamenting
the ‘serious misfortune’ of Lady Leitrim’s aversion to
her daughters, and ‘... the impossibility of having my
daughters in the same house with me’.

23 Sep. 1831

Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Clements,
Frankfort on the Main, about the Reform Bill and the
new peerages.

The Reform Bill passed the Commons by 345 to 236.
It was read for the first time in the Lords without comment. ‘... Lord
O’Neill, I now hear, has refused the marquessate because he could not get it
in remainder to his brother. All the other promotions and creations have
taken place. ... I had to introduce Lord Cloncurry [as a U.K. peer], which
rather annoyed me, but I could not refuse it.’
4 Oct. 1831

Leitrim to Clements, ‘aux soins de MM Ferrier & Cie.,
banquiers, à Rotterdam. He is disappointed at
Clements’s decision to winter in Italy. Lord Grey
made ‘a most powerful and impressive’ speech on the
previous night. Many peers are still uncommitted. The Tories are ‘very
sanguine’, the Whigs ‘desponding’.

Ms. 36,036/5

Mar.-Oct. 1832:
N.D.

Letters from Leitrim to Clements, including:

30 Mar. 1832

Leitrim, London, to Clements, Charlemont House,
Dublin, agreeing to borrow what money is necessary
for Clements’s ‘good ... object [the building of Lough
Rynn - see Ms. 36,037/2]’.

5 Apr. 1832

Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Clements, Lord
Charlemont’s, Charlemont House, Dublin.

‘Your mother is now, my dearest Clements, so
dependent upon me, and I am consequently obliged to
give up so much of my time to her, that ... I have been unavoidably obliged
to defer writing to you further till now ... .
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I have to remark that the estimate [for Lough Rynn] does not specify the
quantity of the different materials. To begin with one of the first articles in
the estimate, flagging. If the common Irish flags are used, which very
probably Mr Murray may intend, you will never be able to keep your
passages or servants’ rooms dry. There is a sort of red English flag
imported into Dublin, and very much used, which are as bad in another
sense, from wearing into holes and breaking. What I should recommend
would be Portland stone for the hall, and a white flag which is much cheaper
and which I believe comes form Yorkshire, for the kitchen and servants’
room, such as I lately laid down in the kitchen at Killadoon.
The estimate states so many squares of slating at so much per square, but
does not specify the kind of slates. I should recommend by all means ton
slates, which though dearer in the first instance, are much cheaper in the
end. Any other slates are a never-ending plague in point of repairs, as I
know too well from experience, and if I feel the inconvenience at Killadoon,
what would it be at Rinnemore, where there is probably no such thing as a
good slater to be met with.
I do not exactly understand the advantage which you expect to obtain by
increasing the length of the building 18 inches, but I am quite sure that, if
any material advantage is to be derived from that measure, the additional
expense, which cannot be very great, is not worth considering. With respect
to the cut stone coins [sic], architraves, etc, which you propose to strike out
with a view of diminishing the expense, I am decidedly of opinion that the
[?labels] over the windows and the mullions should be retained. In such a
climate as Ireland, and particularly such a situation as Rinnemore, I never
would substitute wood for stone, which like small slates would turn out a
very false economy. The coins and architraves are a different question. I
confess I have my doubts whether the coins suited the character of the
building, but of that you can judge better than I can from having seen A.
Talbot’s house, and therefore knowing their effect, and I am not sure
whether a stone moulding round the windows would not suit that character
better than the architrave proposed by the plans. I merely suggest these
doubts for your consideration.
The cut stone coping which you mention in your letter, does not appear to
me to be included in the estimate, but I am all for retaining it, as well as the
chimney stacks. I observe also that there are two windows in the front
elevation which have not either [?labels] or architraves, but these in my
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opinion ought to match the rest of the house. The door from the servants’
hall appears to me neither necessary nor desirable, but as it is crossed with a
pencil, I suppose you are not to have it. In every other respect, I like the
elevation very much.
I need scarcely observe to you what a very essential point it is towards the
well finishing of a house of any kind to have well seasoned timber, but
which in general is strangely neglected in Ireland. At Rockingham, for
instance, you may recollect that, when we were there, we remarked that
there was not a door or a shutter in the whole house in which there were not
several cracks, from having been made from unseasoned timber; and this,
with few exceptions, I may say is generally the case all over Ireland. I
would suggest to you the necessity of your speaking to whatever builder you
may employ upon the subject, and enquiring from him what steps he takes
towards seasoning the timber to be used in the fitting up of the house,
otherwise he will probably work it up fresh from the timber yard.
I do not perceive that a [?suchase] or dado are mentioned in the estimate.
These are, from a shabby economy, frequently omitted in Ireland in modern
houses. Even at Killadoon there is no dado, which I have often regretted. If
you do not think them necessary in the bedchambers, I would advise you by
all means to have them in the dining room, drawing room and study.
Another article the quality of which is not specified, and it is very material,
is the glass. If that is left to the builder, you may depend upon it he will get
it of an inferior quality. The staircase, including handrail and balustrade, is
estimated at £35 10s. I take it for granted that it is a wooden staircase.
Have you enquired the difference of expense between that and a stone
staircase? And if the latter would cost more than might be thought prudent,
what would be the difference between a deal and an oak staircase? The
pattern of the handrail and balustrade, I need scarcely add, is very material,
and if the staircase itself is made of deal, the handrail and balustrade at least
might be of oak.
There are a number of articles included in the estimate, such as shutters,
knobs, locks, water closet, grates, chimneypieces, kitchen range, etc, which I
should strike out of it - I mean by that, in case you build by contract.
Another item I should strike out would be the rough-casting: not by way of
diminishing the expense, which is only £19 17s., but because I think the
house will look much better not rough-cast, and as the stone to be used in
the building is to be free stone, I do not think that dashing can be necessary
to keep out damp. At all events, it can be done at any future time, if it
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should be required.
I have already said that I do not understand the prices, but I think it by no
means improbable that, with respect to the plastering work, you might have
cornices ... better than what Mr Murray perhaps proposes for you, for less
than he has charged in the estimate. The Irish taste is very bad, and I would
not be surprised if what he calls “ornamented cornice” was to turn out a
heavy, vulgar cornice, quite inappropriate to your cottage, all the ornaments
of which should be as simple as possible. I would advise you therefore to
enquire from him what kind of cornice he has estimated. When you come
here, you will have an opportunity of getting patterns of cornices, mouldings
for doors and window shutters, sashes, etc, of the newest fashion. ...’
26 Apr. 1832

Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Clements,
Dromard, Mohill. He was not well enough to dine
with Sydney and two of his friends on his last day
here. He wishes he were ‘a Lord Grenville, who
bought up Dropmore piecemeal’. He could get Skreeny at once, but prefers
to go slower. He corrects the grammar of Clements’s note to Coutts: ‘will,
instead of shall, is an Iricism’.
12 May 1832

Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Clements,
Dromard, Mohill. It is reported that Peel is determined
not to take office again; the Duke of Wellington is
supposed to be the Premier designate, with Alexander
Baring Chancellor of the Exchequer. Others report ‘wavering’ on the
King’s part and his wish to keep Grey. In the event of a dissolution of
parliament, Leitrim hopes Clements will stand for Co. Leitrim.

Ms. 36,036/6

N.D.: 1836: N.D.:
1838

Letters from Lord and Lady Leitrim to Clements,
including:

7 Dec. 1836

Leitrim, Somerville, [Co. Meath], to Clements,
Ashfield, Cootehill, [Co. Cavan], reporting that Lord
Mulgrave [the Lord Lieutenant] is appointing Kiernan
to the Clerkship of the Crown; ‘dirty work’ prevented
his getting it when last vacant. The ‘whole population’ is assembling to
greet the Mulgraves with ‘bands of music and God knows what’.
[post-31 Aug.
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1838]

in reply to Clements’s letter about Francis’s
engagement. He regrets Francis’s haste, ‘... for there is
no reason why he should not get a better living than
T[artaraghan, Portadown, Co. Armagh], which has turned out very inferior
to what I understood from Lord C[harlemont].’
22 Oct. 1838

Leitrim, Bagnieres [de Luchon, France], to Clements,
Grosvenor Square, expressing the view that the
greatest difficulty will be to get a competent agent [for
the Co. Donegal estate, vice Cochrane], ‘a man of
ability, experience, firmness, good sense, good temper, and integrity’.
These qualities are more easily found in a Scotsman than in an Irishman. He
discusses the uncertain state of Lady Leitrim’s health. ‘... The country here
is beautiful, and the weather most delightful’.

Ms. 36,037/1

1832-5

Letters, with an accompanying plan, from William
Murray of Eccles Street, Dublin [architect to the Board
of Works], to Lord Clements about Lough Rynn,
which Murray designed for him, and about the
various problems which beset the building of it, which Murray was
supposed to supervise. The bundle includes:
27 Apr. 1832

Murray, [Board of Public Works], Dublin Castle, to
Clements, Drumard, Mohill, discussing the thickness
of the walls, whether they are to be of brick or of stone
lined with brick on both sides, etc.

‘... I have endeavoured by the foregoing to give satisfactory reasons for
everything I have done respecting the plans, specifications, etc, etc ... . But
still it appears by every step that has been taken in the business that new
difficulties and doubts have arisen, and the number of conflicting opinions
given to your Lordship upon the subject of your projected building must be
very discouraging to an architect, which reduces me to the determination
(however much it may be against my own interest) respectfully to submit
that your Lordship might dispense with a superintending architect
altogether. If your Lordship concurs in this opinion, I would be most happy
to give you all the aid of my professional experience in carrying your
designs into effect by furnishing the necessary working drawings, and which
of course I would charge for in addition to those already supplied. But I
again beg to assure to Lordship it is only from a fear of not being able to
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give you full and entire satisfaction which makes [sic] me resort to this
suggestion.’
28 Apr. 1832

Murray, Dublin Castle, to Clements, Mohill. ‘From
your very handsome letter which I have just received,
nothing will contribute more to my satisfaction than to
continue my services as your architect, provided I can
only come off with a fair share of credit, and although you have given me
credit in your account for what I am sorry to say I do not possess (patience),
I do not think you have drawn largely upon me in this way yet. But what I
most apprehended was [that] the number of conflicting building opinions
which would be and I have no doubt will be gratuitously given to your
Lordship would tend to keep us unsettled in our purposes and render your
mind dissatisfied with your building. I trust you will excuse this Scotch
prudence in me, as it originates entirely in an anxiety to do what is right and
to do justice to your Lordship. ...’
26 May 1833

Murray, Mohill, to [Clements].

‘I regret to say that I cannot boast of the magical
progress of the building since I visited it in April. The
south and east walls are about 6 feet high over the base
and the north front about 3 feet. But, in short, it cannot be otherwise, as
Anderson is taking such pains with the outside walls as makes it both
extremely tedious and expensive, and which he says is expressly in
compliance with your Lordship’s directions, as you had pointed out to him a
pattern stone and pointing in the yard which was to be completely followed.
However much I am displeased with the delay and expense caused by this
kind of work, I am very unwilling to find fault with the execution of it, as it
is most likely to give satisfaction, both in appearance and result, by securing
the house against damp and in looking excessively well. At the same time,
the expense is increased by all these matters much more than could possibly
be contemplated.
I have entreated of Anderson to use his utmost endeavours to procure more
hands to hurry up the walls, in order to get on the roof and to set up the
chimney shafts. He thinks this week will raise the walls up to the first floor
of joists, and that the whole of the next storey will be up as far as the cornice
in a month or six weeks. I have said everything in my power to this effect.
The outline of the roof and lantern light are formed on the ground.
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We will require about 10 ton more timber, 100 of boards, 15 ton of slates
and some lead, which it is thought will be got cheapest in the Dublin market.
I had conceived the reverse. However, we are to enquire and act according
to the result. Anderson has moulded a few bricks, which promise very
fairly, and is making his floors for them on the ground on the north of the
house. Some rubble stone is procuring (beside that round the lake) from
Laheen mills. A very considerable quantity of rough stone of various sizes
is now on the ground, and a very few weeks will complete the supply.
My conclusion is that, notwithstanding our affairs appear to be very
disheartening, yet by a fair survey of the matter, you will find that you will
have one of the best and cheapest houses in Ireland, although it may cost
more than at first could possibly be calculated on. Your Lordship may be
very well assured of my very great anxiety, both to keep down the expense
and hurry forward your building.
It is utterly impossible to calculate accurately the expense of building at
Rynn. I know of no place in the country more expensive or inconvenient to
build at. I have entered another calculation of its cost, which I send
herewith. I trust it will not frighten you too much. May I hope for a reply at
your earliest convenience ...’?
7 Dec. 1833

Murray, 36 Eccles Street, [Dublin], to Lord
[Clements].

‘Since receiving your letter of the 6th, which I did this
morning, I had the honour of a visit from Lord Leitrim.
His Lordship entered very warmly upon the system of fraud and plunder that
has been practised on your Lordship during the progress of your building.
There is little use in repeating my feelings under the afflicting circumstances
of delay and cost of your works.
Lord Leitrim suggested the propriety of sending a mason or two from this
[Dublin] to get the kitchen wall finished, and two or three slaters to cover in
the roof, as there is very little prospect of getting these matters completed in
any reasonable time, but begged previously that I would write this hint to
your Lordship. I will not take any steps in the business till I hear from
you. ...’
8 Dec. 1838
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‘... It appears very evident from the abstract of your
expense that I have been mistaken in the estimated
expense of your building. The last two or three
estimates were made on the spot, when I had the assistance of Anderson in
the valuation of every item, and I then thought we made the most ample
allowance of time, etc, for the execution of every branch of the work, which
literally would have been the case if anything could have been made of the
tradesmen. Your Lordship can very easily judge of the difficulties of this by
your short residence on the spot, and which ought to account satisfactorily
for the great delay and extra expense that has been incurred. ...
I am perfectly willing to take my share of fair blame in this matter, but as to
the system of payments and control over the advance of money, it was one
of your own suggesting and appeared to be one of the best then that could be
adopted. But as it is now proved otherwise, and the external structure of the
house is now nearly completed and I hope will shortly be secure from the
weather, why then, in the name of goodness, get rid of everyone that has
been hitherto engaged on it and begin de novo, as the only true way of
putting a stop to the growing evil. But, first, if there be the slightest
suspicion of anything like wilful fraud, I think the matter should be
particularly investigated. I do humbly conceive this is not only due to
Anderson but myself, and if the money appears to have been justly
expended, as set forth by the returns, then the work done might be valued by
a competent person, in order to ascertain how far it was value for the sum
laid out.
It does not appear to me to be an accurate way to draw a comparison
between this building and Mr Barton’s, as the facility of workmen and
materials and difference of workmanship and style would make all the
alteration in the world in point of expense. Besides, the exterior of Rynn
may be said to be all cut stone, while the other is plastered. ...’
21 Dec. 1833

Murray, 36 Eccles Street, to Clements, Elm Park,
Armagh.

‘Yesterday evening I made out my specification for the
completion of Rynn, and this morning I sallied forth to
call on several respectable builders, in order to have some preliminary
conversation with them on the subject. Mr Williams was not at home. I
then proceeded to Mr Cockburn’s in Great Brunswick Street, whom I found
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in his yard. ... He can accompany me down to Rynn to meet your Lordship,
when we can settle everything finally and completely. ...
By the way, one thing I forgot. An additional inducement in employing a
man of character such as Mr Cockburn is (and as everything will be straight
sailing after we have made the agreement), you may get rid of your
architect, if you have the slightest wish. Be assured of it, I do not mention
this from anything like unpleasant feelings, but solely that your Lordship
might be saved expense, and which I most solemnly aver never was
increased with my concurrence.’
27 Jan. 1835

Murray, 36 Eccles Street, to Clements, Killadoon.

‘I had the honour of your Lordship’s favour this
morning, and in reply have to express my regret that
your Lordship at the eleventh hour of our transactions
has felt it to be necessary to use so much harshness and severity in (I must
say) unmerited reflections upon my conduct during a period of now nearly
three years.
With regard to my long absence from Rynn, I thought my recent letter gave
you a sufficient reason. On my last visit, I found the work of the building
very nearly finished, and settled then with Mr Catcheside that the next visit
would be a final one. It was utterly impossible that anything could go
wrong since, especially as your Lordship was residing on the spot, and the
contractors having placed there a very competent foreman. If Mr Catcheside
had been able, we would have gone there long since with a view to settle all
matters connected with the building.
As to the damp complained of, all new houses will exhibit the same at this
season of the year. Probably the setting of the grates has been the cause of
the smoke, or the coldness of the flues. The closeness of doors and windows
would do this.
As to my non-attendance, as your Lordship is pleased to term it, I will
venture to assert there is not another architect in England, Ireland or
Scotland who would have given the superintendence that I did during the
expenditure of so small a sum, and your Lordship must do me the justice to
say that I did not wish to continue to be a source of annoyance. ...’
[late? 1835?]
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‘I confidently hope that you will reconsider the letter I
received from you this morning. I am not quite sure
whether I understand it right, but if I do, I must
confess my great disappointment at its contents. ...
I must remind you that it was stipulated that you would inspect my house at
Rynn for a percentage of the original estimate, and that you altered the
agreement in my presence, so as to make it a fixed sum. If, from the length
of time which the building has taken, you find that your profits have not
been equal to what you expected, I trust that you will remember that the
principal sufferer has been myself, and that I told you over and over again
before I began to build that I would not undertake it, if I thought it could
possibly have amounted to what it has actually cost me.
I trust therefore that the data you will take for charging your percentage will
be other than the extravagant expenditure which has actually been incurred.
I thought you would have very probably wished to reckon it upon the last
and highest estimate which you made out, or if you stuck to the letter of our
agreement, that you would have expected, or at all events you would have
received, a liberal allowance for extra trouble which you did not foresee,
particularly in preparing the new specifications and measurements. But,
above all, I hoped that, whatever had been the amount of the sum you
charged me, I should have had no occasion of making a remark upon it, nor
would I do so if I could possibly avoid it. But, if I understand your letter
right, and if you expect me to pay you the sum of £136 now and £55 10s.
more at the conclusion of my ill-fated house, together with £26 10s. if we
settle about the stables, I can only say that, in all the disappointments and
mortifications I have undergone with respect to this undertaking, the greatest
has been in the quarter where I least expected it.
Of course I cannot admit that we are making any “new engagement” with
respect to the finishing of the dwelling house. Anybody who knows
anything of the way in which I am circumstanced, will perceive that I should
be much inconvenienced by your allowing the present discussion to delay
the termination of my contract with Mr Catcheside, as I would not have
thought that it could have arisen.
I hope however that Friday’s post will inform me that you have reconsidered
the matter, and that you will recollect the positive understanding which I
had, that your charge would have been founded on the estimate, not upon
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the ridiculous expenditure.’

Ms. 36,037/2

1832-5

Building accounts for Lough Rynn, and letters to Lord
Clements about it from correspondents other than
Murray, including:

2 Nov. 1835

Charles Hamilton [see Ms. 36,064/22], Dublin, to
Clements explaining how, according to his records and
information, the building of Lough Rynn has been
financed. He reckons that it has cost £7,334 9s. 3d., of
which £4,934 9s. 3d. was borrowed, and the rest paid with cash either from
Lord Leitrim or Berry Norris. Of the money borrowed, £2,500 was
borrowed on the joint bond of Lords Leitrim and Clements, and the rest by
Clements alone.

Ms. 36,038

1835-6

Ms. 36,039

1827: 1831?–1832: Miscellaneous personal correspondence of Lord
1836
Clements, including:
18 June [1831?]

Letters to Lord Clements from his sisters, Lady
Elizabeth Clements and Lady Maria Keppel.

Lord Clements, Turin, to ‘My dear Beau [clearly a
sibling, probably a brother, and most likely to be W.S.
Clements].

‘... Many thanks for your letter. It is an exact picture
of domestic matters, and exactly what I wanted to receive. The news
unfortunately is not what one would wish it to be, but as matters are so, it is
at least consoling to know how they stand; and your letter is a most perfect
composition. I received another from Charles, which I cannot answer, as I
made a vow at Perth that that note to you and another to my father should be
the last that I would write on the subject of great Leitrim matters. But he,
C., was even more fierce against me than you were. ...
I should be very glad indeed to please all parties by returning, if they would
per contra tell me how I could manage to please myself when I arrived.
Your own description of the family is about as bad as things can be, till the
happy arrival of George, whose absurdities when he does return will
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probably chime in excellently with the general state of fidget and fuss in
which they are all already so expert. My poor father is perhaps the worst
picture of the whole, and what you say is perfectly true to the letter, that he
has quite lost all control over himself. Nevertheless, he would of course
wish to control others in the conduct to my mother, etc; and without a refuge
on this side of the water, I do not see how I could escape the storm that
would brew.
I have not the least doubt that you will always get on cleverly, because you
take the thing coolly and have a sort of refuge which has hitherto occupied
you quite sufficiently God knows. But when I am in England, I am the
grand receptacle for all things, have to give some of my good advice, which
is never followed, ... and patiently to hear all the stuff that is daily
concocted. Even Lo., who is the best bit of creation [word illegible], makes
me very low with all her grievances, and the others are sad work indeed Lady Charlemont, the Ladies, Caroline, without talking of Lady Leitrim and
my poor father or of Maria’s numerous regrets and anxieties. If I had a
dunghill in Leitrim or Donegal to go and crow on, matters might be
arranged, and perhaps you would enquire if we could together raise money
for that purpose at something less than a usurious interest. The idea is come
to me while I am writing. I might pay the interest at present and you might
bind yourself to do the same if I was to die, receiving the castle of course ... .
I doubt whether the plan could be made fair for you, as ... in the case of my
melancholy demise, you would hardly be repaid for the disgust at being
obliged to pay my debts by the receipt of my nutshell. The cost altogether,
taken at a rough calculation, would be some £8,000 or £10,000 ...’.
18 Feb. 1836

[Hon.] Henry Caulfeild [brother of the 2nd Earl of
Charlemont], Berne, to Lord Clements, M.P.,
Grosvenor Square, London. There is no chance of
Henry [his second son] being able to ‘commence the
cramming system’ for Woolwich for another year. They have decided to
move him to school at Menars, near Blois. He hopes Clements will be
‘spared the bore of another election’. [See also Ms. 36,069/3.]
28 Feb. and
11 Mar. 1836

Two long and important letters from the Hon. C.S.
Clements, Quebec [where he had recently arrived as
ADC to the Governor of Canada, the 2nd Earl of
Gosford], to Lord Clements[his brother], Grosvenor
Square, about the state of affairs in Canada [see also Ms. 36,042/24–7],
including:
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11 Mar. 1836

C.S. Clements, Quebec, to Lord Clements, Grosvenor
Square, London, reviewing Canadian politics since
1828. English Canadians despise French Canadians.
‘... The great mass of the people are totally ignorant.
Living upon the land which their fathers tilled before them, they have no
thought beyond the contingencies attendant upon a good or bad harvest. ...’

Ms.
36,040/1-28

1811?-1837: 1839

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from their second
son, the Hon. William Sydney Clements, later (1839)
Lord Clements and (1854) 3rd Earl of Leitrim, as
follows:

Ms. 36,040/1

1811?-1816

Letter to Lord Leitrim about an operation carried out
on his ‘poor little boy’ [W.S. Clements?], 1811; and
letters to Lady Leitrim from W.S. Clements,
c.1813-16.

Ms. 36,040/2

1817-18

Letters to Lady Leitrim from W.S. Clements.

Ms. 36,040/3

1820-25

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from W.S. Clements,
including:

29 June 1820

W.S. Clements, Beaconsfield, to Lord Leitrim,
Geneva.

‘... Mr Bradford took us to the Ascot races in the
beginning of this month. I was very much amused as I
have not seen a race for a long time. I met Uncle Robert [Clotworthy
Clements] there and he looked very well. He was quartered at Windsor but
has since been moved to London because the other regiment of the Guards
were ordered to Portsmouth in consequence of the misconduct of some of
the men. I saw the Duke of York and the King; the Duke had some running
horses there.
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The Queen has been in England some time; her return has caused a great
deal of debating in the Parliament. She has been living very near my aunts
in London and there is a great crowd around her house every day. The
coronation takes place on the first of August; Uncle Sydney [Lord Leitrim’s
sister, Caroline, who died in 1805, had married the 2nd Viscount Sydney in
1802] has got his coronation robes and my aunts write us word that they
think he looks very ridiculous in them. ...’
4 Aug. 1825

W.S. Clements, Gibraltar, to Lord Leitrim. ‘... I like
my regiment better and better the more I know it. ...
George Upton is expected to go out ... for a short time,
but hopes to exchange back.’ Clements has very
comfortable rooms. He is hoping to see action between Spanish and
Colombian men of war.

Ms. 36,040/4

1826

Letters to Lord Leitrim and the Dowager Lady Leitrim
from W.S. Clements, including:

2 May 1826

W.S. Clements, Gibraltar, to Lord Leitrim, Great
Cumberland Place, reporting that he is ‘... now second
for purchase. Egerton is the only one before me and
he will we expect have Mr Morris’s lieutenancy, in
which case I shall get Fletcher’s, who is going on half pay’. Accounts from
brother officers of the ‘... oppression that is carried on, and the entirely
military government over the people’, have disgusted him with the idea of
being stationed in Ireland. He has plans for visiting Granada, Cordoba,
Cadiz, etc.

Ms. 36,040/5

Jan.-June 1827

Letters to Lord Leitrim from W.S. Clements.

2 May 1827

W.S. Clements, Gibraltar, to Lord Leitrim.

‘... There is a report to-day of a row in Lisbon, most
likely not true; the country is very peaceable. We find
the people very civil even at a great distance from our
quarters, when we ride out. The 11th and 63rd have had numberless
desertions; the men are all brought back by the peasantry, but there is only
one instance of their hurting a man, and he got stabbed in the arm in making
resistance. We have had only one desertion since we came into the
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country. ...’

Ms. 36,040/6

July-Dec. 1827

Letters to Lord Leitrim from W.S. Clements,
including:

21 July 1827

W.S. Clements, Belem, [Portugal], to Lord Leitrim,
Great Cumberland Place, reporting on the movements
of ships and troops. He dined with Colonel Burke of
the 63rd and was offered the chance of purchasing a
company. He declined, as Burke ‘is a very bad commanding officer and the
men are great blackguards’.
14 Oct. 1827

Clements, Lumiar, to Leitrim, Great Cumberland
Place, commenting that Leitrim’s ‘... success with the
Duke of Wellington is very great’. Clements has been
enjoying Scott’s Napoleon. ‘... I still continue to be a
most intolerably bad shot’; partridges are plentiful, but very wild - no hares
or rabbits.

Ms. 36,040/7

1828

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from W.S. Clements,
including:

4 Jan. 1828

Clements, Lumiar, to Leitrim.

‘Dearest Father, I received your letter of the 11th and
that of 18th of last month both together yesterday. The
packets having met with contrary winds had not been
able to make Lisbon and at last have come in together.
I cannot say how much obliged to you I am for the trouble you are taking
about me. I am afraid that I can give you very little information about Grey
[Hon. Charles Grey (1804-1870) second son of the 2nd Earl Grey; captain,
43rd Foot, since 1825]. He does not seem to know his own mind. He was
to have been on Lord Anglesey’s staff, but it appears that he is not going to
Ireland now, at least so Grey tells us. However, I think it very likely that he
is only fishing for a long run to go. There are only two lieutenants before
me who are going to purchase, namely Tryon and Egerton. [Samuel Tryon,
lieutenant, 43rd Foot, 1825, captain, 1828; and Wilbraham Egerton,
lieutenant, 43rd Foot, 1826, captain, 1828.] The former will of course get
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Grey’s, if he goes. But that is the only proposal we have now. Neither of
the majors now thinks of moving. Haverfield [William Haverfield, ltcolonel of the 43rd since 1822] never thought of it, though he received some
time ago a proposal from Le Blanc.
If you apply for my company in another regiment, pray put the 52nd first on
the list. In fact, you may call it another battalion of the 43rd. They always
served together, until they were separated on their leaving Ireland in [18]22.
Next to them, I should prefer the Rifle Brigade or the 60th. You will see
that I am strongly in favour of the Lights, but if it is impossible to remain on
the left, pray let us go at once to the other flank. The 7th Fusiliers, for
instance, is a remarkably nice regiment. But I hope that I shall still remain
in the light infantry, and which in case of a war gives one more chance of
having a separate command, and at all times they are favoured corps.
Perhaps you are not aware, for instance, that there has never yet been a
regiment of light infantry sent to either the East or West Indies. But I only
tell you all this, as I am sure you would like to know which way my
inclinations lay. By the by, I find that Lord Arthur Chichester has got an
unattached company lately.
I cannot say much for Peyton [J.R. Peyton, 2nd lieutenant, 60th Rifles]. I do
not much like him; he is a great would-be. I fancy he lives considerably
beyond what he ought to do. Clements [a brother-officer?] rallied him at the
60th mess for cutting down his trees, which we thought he rather liked than
otherwise. It is reported here that [General] Sir William Clinton will not go
to the Mauritius; that he prefers being Lt-General of the Ordnance.
I am sorry to say that my ill-fated notes of the Lisbon Bank have met with
an untimely fate. Having heard that the bank consented to change a certain
number in the course of the day, I took them into Lisbon for the purpose of
getting them changed. Unfortunately, I found the bank closed. I then went
about to one or two shops, and shortly putting my hand into my pocket,
found the contents all gone. So that my pocket must have been picked. I
have made every inquiry about them, but all have been fruitless. I cannot
tell you how angry I am with myself. It is such an unsatisfactory way of
losing one’s money.
The Cortes were opened last Wednesday, the 2nd of the month, and the
Infanta made a speech. She began very well, but unfortunately two of the
leaves sticking together put her rather out of sorts, and she almost tore the
remainder in trying to separate them. Sir William Clinton was sent tickets to
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distribute among the officers, but unaccountably he only sent them to the
General Officers and their staffs, so that there were very few officers there,
who had got them by other means. He has served us this trick in two or
three instances, and has made both parties very angry with him.
Donna Anna de Jesus Maria is safely delivered of a child, I believe a girl,
and is living with the Leiles at Benefica. This is the whole of my news and I
must now wish you good bye.’
22 Feb. 1828

Clements to Leitrim.

‘... An unfortunate affair occurred in Lisbon a few
days ago. The Guards’ Club is close to the opera
house. A dispute had taken place in front of the house
with an armed patrol. One of them pulled an officer’s of the Queen’s sword
out of his scabbard, and wanted to make him prisoner. He called for
assistance to the officers above who came to him and beat of[f] the soldiers
and recovered the sword, without injuring them more than a few knocks
down goes. This done, they retired very quickly. Sir St Vincent Cotton of
the 10th Hussars happened to be in the Opera ... . When this happened, a
Portuguese gentleman came in and told them that some of the English
officers had had a dispute with a patrol and that they were fighting. Cotton
immediately went out to see what was the matter, but he no sooner got
outside than he was attacked by three of those soldiers. He directly drew his
sword and managed to keep two of them off, but the third came around him
and ran his bayonet right through his thigh, ... . The Portuguese are very
indignant at its having happened. Two Portuguese officers are under arrest
and so the matter stands for the present, but the man deserves hanging as
fairly as ever a man did, as from beginning to end it was a most unjustifiable
assault. ...’

Ms. 36,040/8

1829

Letters to Lady Leitrim from W.S. Clements.

Ms. 36,040/9

Jan.-May 1830

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from W.S. Clements,
including:

17 May 1830

Clements, Devonport, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.
‘... Many thanks in Coquette’s [his horse?] name as
well as my own for the promised Easter gift. If she
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could write to thank you for it, she would have done
so, but her education has been so far neglected. ... We have ordered a fouroared gig, that is to beat everything ...’ at a regatta to be held in a month’s
time.

Ms. 36,040/10

June–Dec. 1830

Letters to Lady Leitrim from W.S. Clements, who
writes from Devonport about his riding and housepartying among fashionable Devon society, and moves
in late October/early November to Bolton le Moors,
Yorkshire, where has his serious riding accident. The bundle includes:
10 Dec. 1830

Clements, Bolton le Moors, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon.

‘... I gave you an account of my accident. I told you
that I had been a long time in bed and, what naturally
followed, that I was very weak. But after all, my dear mother, it is only a
cut knee and a bruised leg. This certainly has been painful and is so still, but
there is nothing in it, I can assure you to be at all alarmed about, so pray do
not be uneasy on my account. ...’
29 Dec. 1830

Clements, Bolton, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... I am still condemned to the horizontal ... . My
father left me the day before yesterday at 12 o’clock. I
was very sorry to lose him. He was excessively kind
to me, and did all he could to amuse me and to keep up my spirits. I am
assured that, as soon as I am able to get removed from my present quarters,
... I shall amend rapidly ...’.

Ms. 36,040/11

Jan.-Apr. 1831

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from W.S. Clements,
including:

13 Feb. 1831

Clements, Bolton, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... I pity very much your being so flooded at Killa.
What in the world possessed my grandfather to build a
house in such a place, it is hard to say. How has the
cottage got off in the scrape? ...’

Killadoon List in NLI printed 20/11/07

Page 210

KILLADOON PAPERS

DATE

6 Apr. 1831

DESCRIPTION

Clements, Bolton, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘I am rejoiced beyond measure, my dearest mother, at
the happy news your letter has communicated to me. I
rejoice with all my heart, and I hope and trust that our
misfortunes are now at an end, and that instead of a “winter of our
discontent”, we shall once more enjoy a “glorious summer”. ...
[However,] the same letter that informs me of the this happy event contains
at the same time such dire reproaches against me. I do not seek to justify
myself, because I feel convinced that, when you think a second time, you
will acquit me. They are the first reproaches I have ever received from you.
I hope they may be the last. Your happiness and that of my father has
always been and ever shall be my first and most anxious desire. I do not
pretend to suppose that I have ever contributed to it. I do not so flatter
myself. In fact, I have often during my lifetime had many reasons to believe
that it has been far otherwise. But this has been my misfortune, not my
fault. When I have seen you happy, I have been happy, and when it has
been the reverse, so has it also been the reverse with me; and I therefore
repeat once more that I am overjoyed at the present pleasing prospects. I
shall say no more. I shall forget that I ever read the latter part of your letter.
I am as far as concerns my leg going on as well as possible, though slowly.
I am a cut above common people, who move about by ordinary physical
power. I move my leg by steam. ...’

Ms. 36,040/12

May-Nov. 1831

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from W.S. Clements.

Ms. 36,040/13

Mar.-June 1832:
N.D.

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from W.S. Clements,
including:

19 May 1832

Clements, Dublin, to Lady Leitrim describing the Lord
Lieutenant, Lord Anglesey’s, hilarious birthday dinner
with his household. ‘... Pray beg of my father to do his
best to get me the unattached majority. I fear there
will be a good deal of difficulty. There has been a successful inspection of
the 43rd. Lord Anglesey sent Clements ‘to compliment one of the officers a pleasant task’.
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July–Dec. 1832:
N.D.

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from W.S. Clements,
including:

23 Aug. [1832?]

Clements, Dromard, to Lady Leitrim.

‘... We have had a great deal of rain here and much
wind. The building gets on very well, and I am
employed in copying the plan of Rynn and the
adjoining townland, so as to get them into one map. But I do not know that
I shall be able to execute it well enough to be of any use.’
[July–Aug. 1832]

Clements to Lady Leitrim.

‘... Lord Forbes is going to be married to a Miss
Territt. She will be very rich one of these days. Is the
day yet fixed for John’s marriage? I think it will be a
happy match, though not a rich one. Yet, she has enough to keep the pot
boiling, and an odd thousand to buy her bibs and tuckers with.’
8 Nov. 1832

Clements to Lady Leitrim. Lord and Lady Castle
Stewart with two sons dined last Monday at the
Caulfeilds’ at Mullintain [Co. Tyrone]: ‘... such a set I
never saw either for personal appearance or anything
else. They are moreover very puritanical. We went yesterday to pay them a
visit, and they were even worse at their own house than from home - very
anxious to make converts. But I believe that I and Miss Caulfeild shocked
them much. We were sent to play an organ, and we struck up St Patrick’s
day in the morning, a jig, etc, etc. Lady Julia Stewart, an ugly, vulgarlooking girl and her friend, Miss Bryan, took to flight and would have
nothing more to say to us. Lady C.S. then took us off a couple of miles to
her ark, where she said she always sat and read, etc, on the banks of the lake.
Conceive our surprise and disappointment when we found only a shabby
little wooden hut like a bathing box by the side of the lake.
Tuesday we went to see a pretty place belonging to Mr William Stewart
called Killamoon [sic]. It is for sale now, but at an enormous price. It is
only a few miles from Stewartstown. ...’
23 Dec. 1832
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Leitrim, P.O., Leixlip, announcing that the day’s
polling at the Co. Leitrim election ended with a
‘glorious majority over Colonel Clements of 69’. The
election may not be over before Wednesday, and ‘... Colonel C. is bribing
right [and] left. ...’
[1832?]

Clements to Lady Leitrim. ‘... What do you think of
twenty-two men being billeted in the house at
Kill[adoon], and these men of the 43rd ...’ on their
march from Allen, where they had been detailed to
watch a sale of tithe cattle.

N.D. [1832-3]

Clements to Lady Leitrim. He went recently with
Lord C[harlemont] to Aughnagargoe to see a tenant
who ‘... has built himself a house, has planted about it,
made a road to it, and is cultivating the ground about it
- and all this on the top of the windiest and most desolate hill you ever saw’.

Ms. 36,040/15

Feb.-June 1833:
N.D.

Letters to Lady Leitrim from W.S. Clements, mainly
about his activities as an ADC ‘in waiting’ to
Anglesey in Dublin Castle, Phoenix Park, etc.

Ms. 36,040/16

July-Sep. 1833

Letters to Lady Leitrim from W.S. Clements ,
including:

2 July 1833

Clements, Ballinruddery, [Listowel, Co. Kerry], to
Lady Leitrim.

‘I left Dublin Tuesday per mail and arrived at Limerick
the next morning, where we breakfasted, and came on
in a jaunting car. ... We have remained here much longer than we
intended ... . FitzGerald expected a friend to meet him here - also some
baggage - neither of which have yet arrived. However, we have been
amusing ourselves very well riding about and seeing the neighbourhood. ...’
[This was probably Robert FitzGerald, third son of Maurice FitzGerald,
Knight of Kerry, who owned Ballinruddery and Glanleam; Robert
FitzGerald was Clements’s approximate contemporary, but died young in
1835.]
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Clements, Glanleam, Valentia [Co. Kerry], to Lady
Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place.
‘... The view from this house is one of the finest things
I ever saw - wild beyond conception and very bold. ...’

14 July 1833

Clements, Valentia, to Lady Leitrim describing his
excursions to Puffin Island and the Skelligs. On Little
Skellig he took some young gannets, which he intends
for a zoo. He ‘... never was more satisfied with a day’s
work’.

19 July 1833

Clements, Valentia, to Lady Leitrim. He went to a Mr
Hickson’s, near Dingle, ‘... and although he had done
dinner himself, we were invited to dine’. During
dinner he ‘... sent out and collected all the young ladies
in the neighbourhood, and we had dancing’. Next day, he passed Lord
Ventry’s house [Burnham], ‘... which looks very like a factory and has not a
stick near it, besides being placed in the least pretty spot in the
neighbourhood’.
14 Sep. [1833?]

Clements, Phoenix Park, to Lady Leitrim. ‘... We shall
all be broken up in ten days or a fortnight’. Lord
Anglesey is ‘... much disgusted and annoyed at the
turn things have taken’. Anglesey says ‘... I must get a
majority, as he thought that I should not be able to do duty on foot [because
of Clements’s lameness].’

Ms. 36,040/17

Oct.?-Dec.? 1833:
N.D.

Letters to Lady Leitrim from W.S. Clements.

Ms. 36,040/18

N.D. [1833 or
thereabouts]

Letters to Lady Leitrim from W.S. Clements.

Ms. 36,040/19

N.D. [1833 or
thereabouts]

Letters to Lady Leitrim from W.S. Clements.

Killadoon List in NLI printed 20/11/07

Page 214

KILLADOON PAPERS

DATE

Ms. 36,040/20

Mar.-Dec. 1834:
N.D.

DESCRIPTION

Letters to Lady Leitrim from W.S. Clements,
including:

3 Dec. 1834

Formal, partially printed, leave of absence granted by
command of Lord Hill to Capt. the Hon. W.S.
Clements of the 43rd Regiment to be absent from 29
November to 28 February 1835, ‘at the expiration of
which period it will be necessary for him either to rejoin his regiment or to
withdraw from it.’

Ms. 36,040/21

Jan.-Apr. 1835:
N.D.

Letters to Lady Leitrim from W.S. Clements,
including:

6 Jan. 1835

Clements, Dublin, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.
‘... Lord Haddington [the new and short-lived Tory
Lord Lieutenant] arrived at one last night, and came
into the Castle about one today, where we all received
him in due form’. No other news except for a ‘very bad account of his
neighbourhood [Dundrum, near Cashel, Co. Tipperary]’ from Lord
Hawarden.
18 Mar. [1835]

Clements, Dublin, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘We had the fullest Drawing Room I ever saw in
Dublin, though I do not attribute this to the popularity
of the Lord Lieutenant, but merely that people were
anxious to go to St Patrick’s Ball and that this was the only Drawing Room
before it. I hear that there were only three catholics there, and I think that
this is very likely to be the case. I only saw two, but then there might be
some that I might not know as such.
Lord Haddington appeared to enjoy it very much, particularly the kissing
part, some of which was of the most decided kind. St P.’s Hall was open for
refreshments, which was the first time I ever saw it so, of a Drawing Room
night. The only new people I saw were the Batesons, the member for
Derry’s family, and very pretty girls too. ...
Certainly, Lady H. is rather an antique.’
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Ms. 36,040/22

19 June [1835?]

Narrative by W.S. Clements, Margate, [Kent], of his
tour of Co. Kerry in July-August 1833 [see Ms.
36,040/16], written for the benefit of a member of the
family or close friend, but presumably not Lady
Leitrim, as it concludes: ‘... When you go to [?Mangerton], you must not
mind being ravished by the women. ...’

Ms. 36,040/23

[May–Sep.?
1835?]

Letters to Lady Leitrim from W.S. Clements, written
from Dublin and various parts of Ireland, and ending
in Liverpool, whence he sails for the Continent in early
September.

Ms. 36,040/24

N.D. [mid-Sep.Dec.? 1835]

Letters to Lady Leitrim from W.S. Clements in
Germany, including:

14 Sep. 1835

Clements, Frankfort, to Lady Leitrim, 18 Great
Cumberland Place. ‘... The people here that I know
are the Molyneuxs, the La Touches, Plunkets and
Tottenhams. ... As for Spain, I was sorry to see they
have been licked there ... . As for Don Carlos, I hope they will shoot him.’
[Clements’s journal of this tour is among the papers at Killadoon (S/1,
part).]

Ms. 36,040/25

Jan.-Mar. 1836

Letters to Lady Leitrim from W.S. Clements in Italy.

Ms. 36,040/26

Apr.-Dec. 1836

Letters to Lady Leitrim from W.S. Clements in Italy.

Ms. 36,040/27

Jan.-Mar. 1837

Letters to Lady Leitrim from W.S. Clements in Italy.

Ms. 36,040/28

Jan.-Feb. 1839

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim, Rome, from W.S.
Clements, now Lord Clements, Paris, about the death
of his eldest brother, Robert Bermingham, Lord
Clements, at Marino, and the consequent vacancy in
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the representation of Co. Leitrim, including:
30 Jan. 1839

Clements, Paris, to ‘My dearest father and mother’,
Rome.

‘What can I say to you? How can I console you? In
language it is impossible, but it shall be for ever my
earnest wish and desire to comfort you. I received the fatal news this
morning. How very precarious indeed is the tenure of life.
Nothing can have been kinder or more attentive than Uncle Charlemont has
been to him. He has nursed him to the very last with the utmost anxiety.
Uncle C., Charles and Nathaniel were present at the last. Poor Charles was
seized with convulsive shudderings, but is recovered, I am happy to say.’
4 Feb. 1839

Clements, Paris, to Lord Leitrim, Rome.
‘I write you a few lines to say that I am now well and
able to travel, and that I shall leave Paris for Rome as
soon as two most valuable letters reach me for you. ...’

10 Feb. 1839

Clements, Paris, to Lord Leitrim, Rome.

‘... Indeed, it is most painful to me writing to you on
such a subject at such a moment as the representation
of the county of Leitrim, but you will very likely have
received many letters on that subject before this one, which I hope will in
some measure have prepared you for hearing from me on that which you
have always had so much at heart.
I have received letters from England telling me that the government had
requested George Keppel to call upon one of your family and beg that
someone should come forward to represent the county of Leitrim, and that if
none of your family did come forward, that [sic] they hoped that he would.
George K. has very properly said that he would not come forward now
under any circumstances. I have therefore been requested to return to
Ireland and stand for the county, and it was proposed to send Nathaniel in
my stead to Rome [with the letters which Clements mentioned in his
previous letter]. But that I cannot think of doing, without having heard the
slightest news of you since your late dreadful misfortune, and I cannot turn
my back on Rome and canvass Leitrim before I have either heard of or seen
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you. On my own account, I am not sorry to escape such a scene at such a
moment - one, indeed, I think I should find the greatest difficulty in going
through. But, yet, I know your anxiety about the representation of Leitrim,
and I believe that you would wish one of your family to represent the
county. There is not time to consult you on the subject, for they expect the
writ to be moved for every night in the House, though the Ministers are
determined to keep it back so long as they can. Charles Hamilton has, I
hear, desired your tenants to hold themselves disengaged until they hear
your pleasure, but that is all he has been able to do.
In this emergency, I have written to Uncle Charlemont and to Charles on the
subject. I have told Uncle C. what my feelings are and what I believe yours
to be. I have begged of him to give Charles his advice how to act as he
thinks you would like best, and I have written to Charles to say that I will be
guided by what Uncle C. thinks best, and that he had better act upon that,
but that I will not return to Ireland until I have either seen or heard from
you. ...’

Ms. 36,041/1-5 1827: 1830-51

Ms. 36,041/1

Letters from Lord and Lady Leitrim to W.S. Clements,
as follows:

1827: 1830-36

Letters from Lord Leitrim to Clements, including
letters to Lord Leitrim from the Duke of Wellington
and Lords Hill and Howden [possibly enclosed?]
giving negative responses to Leitrim’s applications for
promotion for W.S. Clements. The bundle includes:
24 Oct. 1830

Lord Leitrim, Dublin, to Clements, 43rd Light
Infantry, Bolton le Moors, Yorkshire. He does not
know anyone in Yorkshire. ‘... Your Colonel, Lord
Howden, has a house there, but I believe it is at a
considerable distance from Bolton’. There is a report of Sir George Murray
succeeding Lord Hill as Commander-in-Chief.
5 Oct. 1834
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time been treated with the utmost indifference’.
Howden is on bad terms with Lord Hill, but Sir John McDonald, the
Adjutant-General, is a good friend.
6 Oct. 1834

Lord Hill, Horse Guards, [London], to Viscount
Melbourne. He regrets that he cannot accede to
Leitrim’s request to appoint his son, Capt. [W.S.]
Clements of the 43rd, to an unattached majority.

3 Oct. 1834

Viscount Melbourne, Downing Street, to Leitrim. He
spoke to Lord Hill at the levée and found him
sympathetic, but ‘... cannot say that he held out strong
expectations’ of being able to oblige Leitrim and Capt.
Clements.

[c.3 Dec. 1834]

Leitrim, Killadoon, to Clements. Lord Hill has given
Clements three months’ leave [Ms. 36,040/20], after
which he must rejoin his regiment or leave it. Leitrim
has done all in his power ‘to arrest this necessity’.

17 Mar 1836

Leitrim, Killadoon, to Clements, poste restante, Rome.

‘It would be difficult to describe to you, my dearest
Sydney, how truly grieved your mother and I are to
hear of the unfortunate accident which you have
experienced ... . I cannot refrain from expressing my surprise at your
wanting to exhibit in a tilting match, if that was really the case, for I confess
I do not perfectly understand from your description of it what the exhibition
was. ...’
He has no news, as ‘... I scarcely ever go out of the walls of Killadoon’. He
depends on newspapers and occasional morning calls from neighbours.
‘... Everything is going on as well as possible for the Ministers’. He
comments on the failure of the Tory attack on O’Connell, unanimously
acquitted by a committee of five Whigs, five Tories and ‘a half-and-half
chairman’.

Ms. 36,041/2

July 1838: 1839
(mainly Nov.):
N.D.
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4 July 1839

Leitrim to Clements, Carrick-on-Shannon, about the
application of the funds subscribed for a testimonial to
the late Lord Clements. Leitrim does not approve of
the plan for a widows’ almshouse. A small, inscribed
column in front of the courthouse would be the most desirable.
[early Nov. 1839]

Leitrim, Killadoon, to Clements about the composition
of the board of guardians for the poor law union which
‘... consists of the baronies of Mohill and Carrigallen
and such part of the parishes of Mohill and Fenagh as
extend into the barony of Leitrim. ...
If it should be thought essential to have a guardian from Ballinamore, Percy
should I think certainly be the man in preference to Lawder, and in that case
I should recommend either West or J. O’Brien, perhaps the latter, to be left
out to make room for him. I should advise you very much to have a little
confidential conversation with the Major on the subject on Monday morning
before the election takes place. If any objection is made to Norris, you must
stand up for him stoutly, and you may state with respect to him what is in a
manner self-evident, the great advantage that will result from having an ex
officio guardian resident in the town and consequently always on the spot
ready to act in any way that may be required. ...
Among several other things, I forgot to mention to you yesterday that
another time I request you will not give any directions as to the preparations
to be made in this house, but leave that to me and thus save me the trouble
of countermanding them, which is unpleasant and leads also to much
inconvenience. ...’
[early Nov. 1839]

Leitrim, Killadoon, to Clements.

‘My poor memory is, alas, so much impaired, that ... [I
forgot to make it] my particular request that you would
continue to write to your poor mother, and that you
would also express how unhappy you are at not hearing from her. ...
I recommend you to take an early opportunity of speaking to Walsh about
the registry and of asking him if he has given the necessary notices for
White, which possibly may not have been the case, if the latter is really
serious in what he said to you. But of that I would not have you even
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breathe a hint to W[alsh] or anyone else. Although W[hite?] has not a vote
in the election of the Mohill guardians, I think it may be probable that he
will be there, as he likes to have a finger in every pie. ...’
10 Nov. 1839

Leitrim, Killadoon, to Clements, Lough Rynn, Mohill.
He would be ‘... very glad to do anything in my power
to serve those poor Croftons’, but wishes to know
more of the young man recommended. ‘... I will also
write to Lord Morpeth to beg that Perrin may be sent back to Mohill, as you
desire.
With respect to Farnaught and your supposition that I was offended at what
your former letter contained: I was not in the least. You say you only wish
me to understand, etc, and I only wish you to understand the necessity there
is under existing circumstances of making such exertions at present to
increase our freehold interest as much as may, if possible, prevent a contest,
or if that should be inevitable, render it at least ineffectual. Norris has done
nothing but by my particular directions and what your poor brother would
have approved of, if it had pleased God to spare him. ...
I have already told you that it was no wish of mine that you should have
stood for the county last spring. My opinion was quite against it. I need not
now repeat my reasons. But, having been returned in the manner you were,
you could not now retire with honour. It would be equally discreditable
both to you and to me, with reference both to the county and to Ministers;
and having thus embarked, I may say anew, in the business, we must do
everything ... to ensure success. Perhaps I ought rather to speak in the
singular number and say I must, as by your account, it would appear that
you are not doing anything yourself. ...
I have come to that time of life when persons are generally considered to
have a sort of right to indulge their wish for repose, but the same allowance
will not be made for you as for me. Besides, there is a great deal of
difference between my neighbours here, who have no particular claim upon
me, and the people of Leitrim, who will consider you as under obligations to
them, which you certainly are. ... Upon the whole, I greatly fear that the
people of Leitrim will be offended with you. ...’
Nov. [1839?]
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and his ‘impolitic’ way of speaking. Leitrim explains
his refusal to stay with Lord F[errard] at Oriel Temple, [Collon, Co. Louth].
post-marked 26
Nov. 1839

Leitrim, Killadoon, to Clements, Lough Rynn.

‘... It is a very ticklish business to search for arms, and
one that is very likely to lead to abuse’. He
recommends that Clements talk to cottiers in Rooskynamana suspected of
taking arms, but ‘... there should be no threatening, no expression of anger,
which is unfortunately the too common mode of landlords and magistrates
speaking to the people. ...
As to what you say about Norris thinking of nothing but making freeholders,
you are quite mistaken. Neither he nor I have ever engaged in
manufacturing that article. But it is nevertheless highly necessary in the
present state of things and for many reasons, both public and private, that
such of my tenants as have good freeholds should be enabled to register. ...’

Ms. 36,041/3

1840: [1840?]

Letters from Leitrim to Lord Clements, including:

[1 Jan. 1840?]

Leitrim, Killadoon, to Clements advising him to return
no answer to Clancy’s application. Messrs Johnston
and Dickson have been appointed to the commission
of the peace.

Caution must be used with Colonel Cullen, who ‘... has been uniformly the
bitterest enemy of me and my family in the county ... . I really believe he is
the only man in the county who has a hostile feeling to us, for a man may
oppose another in an election without having any hostile feeling towards
him in other respects. Of course he will support you now, that is to say, as
long as White and you draw together. He can’t help himself. But who
thanks him for that? If White was out of the way, he would probably be
again as violent against you as ever he was against your poor brother. There
are many other reasons why you should not confer any favour upon him. In
the first place, it would excite the greatest jealousy among all the catholics,
who all dislike him to the greatest degree and look upon him, whatever
liberal opinions he may now profess, as a decided Orangeman. Next, it
would excite an equally strong jealousy on the part of Simon Armstrong. It
would be too long a story to tell you at present in a letter, all the rivalship
between him and S.A., so I will defer it till we meet. ...
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I am very glad to hear that you liked the market house [in Manor
Hamilton?].’
[Jan. 1840?]

Leitrim, Killadoon, to Clements. He points out the
importance of Clements’s attending the first day of the
new parliamentary session. ‘... Recollect how very
small the Ministerial majority is’. The Tory press talks
of Peel ‘... commencing the attack on the very first day, and endeavouring to
take the Cabinet by storm. ...’
[1840?]

Leitrim, Killadoon, to Clements.

‘... Norris writes me word that Mr West, the Q.C.,
objected strongly to the principle of giving a reward
for secret information, adding that Judge Burton
equally disapproved of the practice, and that he (W.) had very reluctantly
signed the resolution, which he said he would not have done in any other
case. This I should think ought to be enough to convince Mr John O’Brien
or any reasonable person that my objection to it was not an absurd crotchet
on my part. I do not hear, however, that any information has as yet been
gained.
He has registered 188 freeholders. He expresses his ‘grief and pain’ on
reading Clements’s speech attacking Stanley. It would be ‘... bad enough in
O’Connell, or one of his tail. But to come from you, from your name, is
what I never could have expected. It has mortified more than I can
express. ...’
[1840]

Leitrim, Killadoon, to Clements.

‘... If you take in the Leitrim Gazette, you will there
see what you brought upon yourself, by your late
effusion in the House’. He objects to the ‘very
unbecoming manner’ in which Clements has spoken of Irish landlords, he
himself being one of ‘that much calumniated body ... . Thus much I have
thought it my duty as your father to say, in the way of friendly advice, in
which light I hope you will take it. Be assured that I write, not in anger, but
in sorrow. ...’
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[1843-8?: 1851?]

Letters from Leitrim to Lord Clements, including:

23 Jan. 1843

Leitrim, Killadoon, to Clements, Lough Rynn (whom
he now addresses as ‘Dear Sydney’, having formerly
always addressed him as ‘My dearest Sydney’).

‘I think Mr Latouche a very proper person to be in the
commission of the peace, and that he may be of great use if he is disposed
not only to accept the appointment, but to act, which is not always the case
with every man who may wish to be appointed a magistrate. It will be
necessary, however, in the first instance to ascertain that he is willing to be
in the commission, which does not appear from your letter. If he is so, I will
then transmit to him the queries which it will be necessary that he should
answer, and sign, and when they are returned to me, I will recommend him
to the Chancellor.
You mention that Mr Mulvany had strongly recommended a system of
drainage to you, but whether you referred to Rynn alone (which would be
your own affair) or to the estate in general, which would be mine, you have
not explained. It may however be as well that I should state at once that, if
you expect me to undertake anything of the kind, I am not prepared to do so.
I am at present expending a great deal of money in various ways in Donegal,
and I cannot burn the candle at both ends; and besides what I have laid out
there in improvements, I have had some extraordinary and I may add very
unpleasant as well as heavy expenses there, which have crippled me very
much. These will be for the benefit of those who may come after me, but I
cannot go on ad infinitum in the same way, more especially when I have
also experienced a very considerable defalcation in my rents. ...’
He discusses his level of contribution to Mohill dispensary and Farnaught
school.
‘... By the death of Colonel Clements, the command of the Leitrim Militia is
now vacant, and I intend to appoint you to succeed him. ...’
[post 23 Jan. 1843] Leitrim, Killadoon, to Clements.
‘It would be my wish to act by the Leitrim Militia on
the same principle that I have acted by the Donegal,
i.e. not to fill up unnecessarily any vacancy that may
take place among the officers, and for this very good reason that, in the
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event of the militia being again embodied, it would be most desirable to
have the power of appointing young and effective officers.
It is true, however, that I have been obliged occasionally to make exceptions
to the above rule in the case of persons of a certain rank and station in the
county applying to me for a commission, and I am not prepared to say that I
might not do the same by Mr St George, if he applied to me himself. I
certainly should not like to refuse him. But who or what is this Sir George
Morris who writes to you in such an extraordinary style? I think the best
thing you can say to him will be that you do not wish to interfere in the
business, and that Mr St George, if he wishes for a commission, had better
write himself.
I have written to Mr Latouche and sent him the Chancellor’s queries for him
to answer and sign. ...’
9 Feb. 1844

Leitrim to Clements complaining that ‘... many
persons might be inclined to give up having an
agriculturist’, considering the expense and the slight
improvements effected. Leitrim will look out for a
successor to Bruce, but will discontinue the latter’s model farm. He offers
Clements that part of Clooncoo called Brooklawn which Bruce formerly
occupied, at a rent of £100 p.a., ‘... in lieu of the addition I made to your
allowance, for which you applied to me when you thought proper to leave
my house. ...’ He is making this offer because Clements has represented
that it is crucial to Clements’s enjoyment of Lough Rynn that he should not
have an annoying neighbour at Brooklawn.
[post 9 Feb. 1844]

Leitrim, Killadoon, to Clements.

‘... I must now frankly now tell you that you are not to
expect any assistance from me towards the buildings
you have in contemplation. I think I have done quite
enough for you. Rynn has cost me above £10,000, including the bond for
£2,400 to the late Mr Norris, which was all for money laid out on Rynn, and
which I am now paying off, to my great inconvenience ... .
With respect to Cl[o]oncoo, to take it was your own desire and not mine ... .
If you want farm offices there, I was many a long day wanting them here,
and I am still without many that I ought to have. ...’
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[c.15? Mar. 1844?] Leitrim, Killadoon, to Clements asserting ‘... that you
stated in the House of Commons that the wife of a
Leitrim grand juror was reduced to the necessity of
milking her cow herself. It is not a matter of opinion,
but a fact, and as I think (considering the relation in which you stand to the
grand jury and the county) a fact that was highly indecorous and improper
on your part.
When I read your statement in the newspapers, I felt very certain that it
would give great offence to the grand jurors, and that it would be taken
notice of by them, and I am truly grieved to find that I was not mistaken. ... I
think it very probable that no objection would have been made to what you
proposed, if the grand jury had not felt irritated by your statement in the
House of Commons.
I can therefore only repeat that I hope that what has passed would have the
effect of rendering you more cautious as to what you say in public in future.’
Oct. [1846?]

Leitrim, Killadoon, to Clements. If Clements finds a
division of the barony of Mohill according to
governmental instructions difficult, he should ‘... write
me such a letter, as I may ... transmit to Mr
Labouchere [the Chief Secretary], for the consideration of Lord
Bessborough [the Lord Lieutenant]. ...’

10 Jan. 1847

Leitrim, Rosshill, to Clements. He does not expect
much happiness ‘... in the present awful and
melancholy state of this wretched country’. Clements
has asked his opinion of Lord Sligo, who is trying
‘... to bring about a union of parties [among Irishmen at Westminster]’.
Leitrim considers him a vain young man, ‘... who wants to put himself
forward’, but is unlikely to carry any political weight.
[22? Dec. 1848?]

Leitrim, Killadoon, to Clements.

‘I have received your letter of the 21st, and have also
seen your letter to your sister, in which you pronounce
your intention of taking immediate steps to prevent her
from what you so ridiculously call “alienating any part of the Rosshill
estate”.
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You are perfectly welcome to take whatever steps you please for that
purpose, but I recommend you strongly to consider well before you put that
threat into execution, how far it is likely to redound to your credit. It is in
that view of the question only that I care in the least about it. In every other
respect, it is to me a matter of the most perfect indifference what you may
do or not do.
I wish you many happy returns of this season, and whatever you may do or
not do by me, I shall never cease to pray that God may bless you.’
23 Dec. [1848?]

Leitrim, Killadoon, to Clements. He does not know
of, or possess, any book on Irish agriculture but Arthur
Young’s. The essays on agriculture occasionally
published by the Dublin Society are of little value.

9 June [1851?]

Leitrim, Grosvenor Square, to Clements.
‘I have received your letter of the 5th and have written
to Mr Mayne respecting the site for your intended
chapel of ease, which I am inclined to think would be

best at Cl[o]oncoo.
I believe I told you before I left Ireland (but I am not quite sure) that I would
subscribe towards it £50, but I am not prepared to pay it at present, nor shall
I be able to do so for some months. ...
I recommend you to apply to a good architect for a plan, stating the number
of the congregation which it is intended to accommodate, and I make this
recommendation without any view to ornament or expense, but merely that
the building may be well proportioned in point of length, breadth and height,
which is very little attended to in Ireland by mere ordinary builders. It
might be so built, without any additional expense, as to serve as a chancel to
a future church to be built hereafter, in the event of any increase in the
congregation.’

Ms. 36,041/5

N.D. [c.1840-50]

Letters from Leitrim to Lord Clements, including:

20 Feb. [184?]

Leitrim, Killadoon, to Clements.
‘I have received your letter in which you state that,
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when you were in G.C.P. I “frequently found fault
with you for the late hours at which you came down of
a morning”. I did not find fault with you for merely coming down late,
and especially not after a late sitting in the House of Commons. But what I
did find fault with you was for never attending prayers, which I read to my
family at far from an early hour, 10½ o’clock, and when you had not the
excuse of a late sitting at the House, and when you might so have attended
without any difficulty if you had had the least wish, either to do what was
right or to please me, thus showing a very bad example to my servants, and
proving to them how little influence I had upon you, and which I have
reason to believe did not pass unnoticed by them.
To that you added such a degree of ill-temper that I was at last obliged to
submit to it in silence, in which perhaps I was wrong. But I did so because I
really did not know to what extremity you might not have proceeded, if I
had taken the great liberty of interfering with you any further. In short, the
whole of your manner, language and conduct was so unbecoming on the
part of a son towards a father or even a gentleman (I used the word
“unbecoming” as the mildest I can find to apply to your conduct, but falling
very short of the reality) that I fear I shall never be able to forget it (I wish I
could). Tomorrow I may forgive it, which I hope I do. ...
Upon reading over the above, I find that I have said you never attended my
family prayers, which you may perhaps be inclined to contradict. Now, I
believe you did make your appearance at prayers perhaps once in about a
fortnight!’
[c.1845–7?]

Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Clements.

‘Although I am well aware that you have a very high
opinion of yourself, I really did not think that your
self-estimation would have given you the courage to
complain of my having treated you with unkindness! I have borne a great
deal from you, but forbearance may be carried too far, and though I shall not
threaten (in your own mild and gentlemanlike language) to “knock you
down”, I must tell you that you are much mistaken that I will submit to be
treated by you with downright and pointed insolence. You say you “hope
that when we meet again it will be on better terms”. That must depend upon
your conduct. God forgive you.’
17 May [c.1845–
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7?]
‘I write you a line to tell you that I am going down to
Leitrim for the meeting at Carrick on Tuesday night,
where I suppose you will probably be. I shall return
immediately after the meeting is over, and start for London in a day or two
afterwards, where I should have been long ago but for this Leitrim business.
I fear the county is in a very melancholy state. I have just heard of a murder
at Ballyconnell - Mr Enery’s bailiff. It is all very sad. God bless you.’
18 May [c.1845–
7?]

Copy of a letter from Clements, Lough Rynn, to
Leitrim in reply.

‘... I regret that you have not taken this opportunity of
paying me a visit, but as I am not to have the pleasure
of seeing you here, I have thought it better to get out of the way. I go to
Dublin by this night’s mail and have addressed a letter to the magistrates in
which I have expressed my opinion. I am not aware what you may conceive
to be the proper course to be adopted in the present state of the county. I
hope that my opinion may coincide with yours.’

Ms. 36,041/6

1831: 1836-40

Letters from Lady Leitrim to W.S., Lord Clements,
including:

14 Apr. 1831

Lady Leitrim, Killadoon, to Clements, Bolton le
Moors.

‘I congratulate you from the bottom of my heart, my
dearest Sydney, at your having at length acquired a
company in the 43rd, which you have been so anxious to obtain. ...
I am very much obliged to you, my ever dearest Sydney, for the very
affectionate and kind manner that you express yourself in regard to Lord
Leitrim’s return home. I need not say how happy it makes me, not only to
see him but to find him looking so infinitely better than I had been led to
expect from those who would condescend to describe him. You complain of
my reproaches. Alas, my ever dearest Sydney, were it possible to describe
even a part of the agony that I have experienced during eleven months that I
was separated from your father, without even a cause being assigned for
such a proceeding, instead of my reproaches, you would wonder at my being
in existence.
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I have indeed been a truly friendless individual, and have undergone as
much unhappiness as can well fall to the lot of any human creature, having
been in one moment (and without the slightest previous preparation)
deprived of my husband and my eight children. I certainly was visited by
Clements and Maria, but their style of comfort was heaping undeserved and
bitter reproaches upon my unoffending head, and their attempt at
consolation only aggravated every wound and rendered me more miserable
than ever.
It grieves me to find that you have doubted your power of contributing to
my happiness. I must certainly have a most ungracious manner if I have
ever given you such a suspicion. Since I married, your father’s welfare and
comfort, together with the benefit of my children, has [sic] been the only
study of my life, the only pursuit that I have ever had through the many
years that I have been a wife and a mother. ...’
4 Oct. 1836

Lady Leitrim, Killadoon, to Clements, poste restante,
Florence. Maria and [her husband, the Hon. and Rev.
E.S.] Keppel left them on 27 September for Marino.
The Keppels ‘... had an excellent steam’ on
Wednesday 28 to Liverpool. They went on by rail to Manchester and by
coach to Newark, reaching Quidenham on Saturday ... that Mr K. might
officiate on Sunday in his two parishes’.
26 Oct. 1836

Lady Leitrim, Killadoon, to Clements, Florence.

‘... Colonel Clements has invited [R.B., Lord]
Clements and your aunt Li to make him a visit at
Ashfield. I have an idea that he wishes to patch up old
differences, as overtures were made to me last summer by a mutual friend
on the subject, but it went no farther; and Colonel Clements came up from
the county of Cavan purposely to attend poor Louisa’s funeral. ...
Lady Dover, Lord Morpeth’s sister, returned from England with her and
with her son, Lord Clifden. They have been visiting his estates in the south,
and her sister, the Duchess of Sutherland, and the Duke are now with
them. ...’
1 June 1838
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‘... The dowager Lady Poulett is dead. She died on
Sunday last at Brighton. Mr Burges is in her house in
Piccadilly, but we have not yet heard what disposal she
has made of her property.
107 to 40 divided last night against a motion of Lord Fitzwilliam’s upon the
Irish Poor Law, which he is an enemy to, and which he stigmatises as a
measure purely English and brought in by England to rid themselves of Irish
paupers here.
It is needless to say how much we have missed you. The manner of your
departure was certainly not calculated to lessen the unpleasant suffering of
parting from a son whom we have ever cherished and wished to benefit.
May God ever be your guide, may his Almighty wisdom enlighten your
mind and grant you power over yourself, will ever be my prayer and
supplication at the Throne of Grace. ...
Very good news from Piccadilly. Mr Burges is residuary legatee, by which
he gets £34,992 at one dash. Annuities to fall in by degrees. The estates or
large farms go to him ... . The house in Piccadilly to Lord Northampton, a
nephew to Lady P. by marriage, but it is thought that he is to give £6,000 for
it. Its furniture, pictures, plate, china, linen, wine, etc, to Mr Burges. ... The
villa at Twickenham is left as it stands to Lord Poulett, the jewels to Mr
Burges. ...’
14 June 1838

Lady Leitrim, London, to Clements, United Services
Club, Foster Place, Dublin.

‘In answer to your letter of the 9th, I beg to state that I
do not plead guilty to having interfered with you
directly or indirectly during your very short stay in this house [Great
Cumberland Place].
You of course allude to your father’s wish and request that you should
attend the family prayers, which your father reads at half past nine every
morning. ... I never ventured to speak to you or to urge you upon the subject
most particularly, never having been encouraged by you to take what
perhaps you might have considered a liberty from so feeble a creature as I
am, although your mother.
I certainly did write you two letters when you were last in Ireland urging
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you to turn your mind to the study of religion ... . You never answered that
part of either of those letters, which appeared to me very clearly to indicate
that you did not wish that I should enter upon that very delicate topic, and I
never have, nor upon any other that might irritate or trouble you. ...’
26 June 1838

Lady Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to Clements,
Lady Mary Ross’s, Bennington, Lanark, N.B.,
reporting that ‘... this great extended city is in a high
fever preparing for the coronation. ... . Lord
Brougham, according to Charles’s accounts, contradicts point blank every
word advanced by every peer who ventures to open his mouth in the H. of
L.’
29 June 1838

Lady Leitrim to Clements about the coronation.

‘Yesterday was a day of great and incessant bustle in
this town, which I do not think you would have
enjoyed. Your father left this house at a quarter after 8
o’clock in the morning, and returned home at half past seven in the evening.
The day was very favourable, this house was completely destitute of
inhabitants, with the exception of your old stationary mother, the upper
housemaid, and the second footman; four of the servants were at Caroline’s
house where they saw the procession from the leads; the others went either
with your father or sought their own [posi]tions. They were all in Hyde
Park until after two o’clock this morning, admiring the splendid fine w[ ]s
exhibited there to the public.
The Duke of Wellington gave a great ball yesterday evening; he was
immensely cheered when he did homage in the Abbey, even more than the
Queen herself; Soult, the Duke of Sussex and Lord Melbourne were also
much cheered in the Abbey, and in the whole line of procession. Poor Lord
Rolle fell when trying to get to the foot of the throne to do homage. The
Queen sent Lord Conyngham to assist him, which with the aid of other
peers, he at length succeeded in accomplishing; when he reached the foot of
the throne the Queen rose immediately, and stepped forward in the most
graceful and the most gracious manner to present her hand and crown, that
Lord Rolle might do homage without the fatigue and exertion of ascending
the steps of the throne. Everybody was quite enchanted with her manner on
this, as well as through the whole course of the ceremony of the
coronation. ...’
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5 Feb. 1840

Thomas Dixon Walker, [M.D.], to Clements
announcing the death of Lady Leitrim.

Ms.
36,042/1-29

c.1814-1837:
1839: 1852

Box of letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from their son,
the Hon. Charles Skeffington Clements, as follows:

Ms. 36,042/1

c.1814-1819

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from C.S. Clements,
who from 1818 writes from school at Hall Place,
Beaconsfield.

Ms. 36,042/2

1820-21

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from C.S. Clements.

Ms. 36,042/3

July-Dec. 1823

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from and about C.S.
Clements, including:

17 July 1823

C.S. Clements, [Harrow], to Lord Leitrim. He is doing
all he can ‘to get a good place in my next remove’. He
refers to Dr Butler’s [the headmaster] domestic
troubles, and to a visit from Clements’s brother,
Sydney, ‘looking charming and well’.
27 July [1823?]

[Rev.] S.E. Batten, Harrow, to Lord Leitrim
commenting on Mr [C.S.?] Clements’s inaccuracies in
spelling. ‘... We really have not time for this most
necessary requirement’. He considers Clements ‘a boy
of excellent principle and feeling’.

Ms. 36,042/4

1824

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from C.S. Clements.

Ms. 36,042/5

Feb. and Sep.-Dec.
1825

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from C.S. Clements,
including:

16 Dec. 1825

C.S. Clements, 4 Montpelier Parade, Cheltenham
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[where his grandmother, Mrs Bermingham, lived], to
Lord Leitrim, Killadoon, giving an account of his
mother’s health. He wishes ‘... she would not see so
many people’. He quotes the Morning Herald of 3 December as stating that
his eldest brother, Lord Clements, ‘... who will attain his majority next May,
will offer himself a candidate for the representation of the county of Leitrim
at the next general election. It has been remarked that Mr White has not
visited Leitrim since his election (in his father’s room) to represent that
county in parliament, from which circumstance, as well as from that of not
having addressed his constituents, it is supposed he does not intend to offer
himself as a candidate.’

Ms. 36,042/6

Mar.-Dec. 1826

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from C.S. Clements:
his grandmother’s illness at Cheltenham and his own
regimental life at Dover.

Ms. 36,042/7

1827

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from C.S. Clements,
including:

27 Nov. 1827

C.S. Clements, Devil’s Tongue, Gibraltar, to Lord
Leitrim, Cumberland Place, complaining that the
hunting near Gibraltar is ‘... ridiculously bad, though
occasionally we do get a run. ...

We can think and talk of nothing else here but the battle of Navarino, of
which we had not authenticated accounts until the arrival of the packet. ...
The Zebra was not there, so George [his naval brother] will have lost this
opportunity of smelling powder. I am sorry to tell you that young
Codrington has been very badly wounded, but the captain of the packet,
whom I saw this evening, told me he is doing well. Only think of there
being only one Turkish frigate left that will ever be fit to put to sea. ...
The most warlike thing we have seen here lately was an order that came
down about a week ago, while I was on this very guard, for us to prepare our
guns for “action”. I thought there could be nothing less expected than a
surprise, but it was only on account of some Spanish gun boats assembling
in order to try and cut out a Mexican prize which the famous Capt.
Cunningham had brought in. We expected the attempt to be made in the
night, and it was the darkest I ever saw. We were ready with the fire balls
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and blue lights to throw a light on the subject and give them a warm
reception. ...’

Ms. 36,042/8

1828

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from C.S. Clements,
writing mainly from Malta, but including an account
of his visits to Granada and Cordoba. His brother,
George, has been very foolish, and might have been
asked to leave the service but for ‘the interest that
Codrington took in him’.

Ms. 36,042/9

Mar.-July 1829:
N.D.

Letters to Lady Leitrim from C.S. Clements, whose
regiment was now stationed in Ireland, including:

[July? 1829?]

C.S. Clements, Sligo, to Lady Leitrim about riots
which have taken place somewhere between
Enniskillen and Sligo.

‘... I cannot pretend to give you any idea of them, for
the reports are so very ridiculous and exaggerated that it is impossible to
know what to believe and what not. Yesterday they said that there was a
regular camp of about 5,000 rebels (they all call them so here) and our
regiment drawn up opposite to them. In the evening I heard that a
detachment had been called out, but that they did not come till after the riot
was over. Lord Enniskillen harangued the mob and got them to disperse,
and Mr Somebody, another magistrate, in a rage because he spoke to them
instead of firing on them, has gone up to Dublin to complain.
It seems that the riot commenced by the catholics, who had assembled to
prevent the Orangemen walking in procession, killing four of the latter in I
am afraid a most cold-blooded manner. But, as I said before, it is
impossible to know the truth. Manor Hamilton was in a state of the greatest
alarm all night. Some commissioners of excise, coming from Enniskillen
which they had left in a most disturbed and agitated state, saw a body of
about 500 men, according to them, coming down the mountains to attack the
town. They hurried in and gave the alarm, and the yeomanry were under
arms all night. These 500 men were the tenantry of Mr Tottenham, who had
assented to give him a day - a custom of the country when the landlord has
worked to be done - and were returning home after their work. ...’
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C.S. Clements, Sligo and then Carrick-on-Shannon, to
Lady Leitrim.

‘... Carrick, Tuesday. Here I am in the metropolis of
Leitrim - a great town entirely. I have not yet been to
the courthouse, but shall go soon. ... The town is I think neat and clean
enough, but very small. I dined yesterday with the grand jury, but they were
all so busy eating that they had no time to speak. Both the Governor [Lord
Leitrim] and Clements looked remarkably well. Clements I was quite
surprised to find so much improved in that line. ... We do not yet know
whether we shall get away tomorrow or Thursday, but they can only stay
one day at Hazelwood, which is very small. ...’
[July? 1829?]

C.S. Clements, Sligo, to Lady Leitrim.

‘... I have often heard Clements speak of the roads in
this country, but would never have supposed them
equal to what they are without having seen them. The
manner in which they go out of their way to go straight up the hills is most
extraordinary. There is, however, a new line of road, which when finished
will be very good. At Enniskillen, I found the regiment in all the bustle of
preparation for an inspection by General Thornton ... .
I was of course delighted to see the long-heard-of Skreeny, which is I think
a remarkably pretty place, and might with the Governor’s taste be made
quite beautiful. The more I saw of it, the more I coveted it. ...’

Ms. 36,042/10

Sep.-Dec. 1829:
N.D.

Letters to Lady Leitrim from C.S. Clements, including:

29 Sep. [1829?]

C.S. Clements, Sligo, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.
‘... Friday I went to Markree. The house is very large,
but I cannot call it a good one. The furniture very
handsome, etc. ...’.

Ms. 36,042/11

Jan.-May 1830:
N.D.
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C.S. Clements, Enniskillen, to Lady Leitrim.

‘... I could write you a small volume on the height to
which party feeling runs in this part of the country.
From all I hear, I think it is stronger than in any part of
Ireland. The trials at the assizes has [sic] raked up all the business of the
riots here during the summer, for they took place so short a time before the
last assizes that it was deemed more impartial towards the prisoners to let
their cases stand over to this, as the excitement would then be in a measure
subsided.
One man who had been convicted of murder had been ordered for execution
on Monday morning. But the judge, not wishing it to take place till he had
left the town, respited him to this morning. The anxiety and dread that he
intended to recommend him for mercy, which everyone showed, was really
too disgusting, and all under the cloak that they were afraid, if he was not
executed, the riots would commence again out of revenge on the part of the
Orangemen. ...
[C.S. Clements’s regiment was] employed to keep the peace this morning
during the hanging. The sheriff conceived it quite necessary to have out
every man we could muster. There were about 70 policemen on the ground
besides. I suppose he will try and make it appear to government that the
state of the country rendered this array necessary for the preservation of the
peace. I do not believe it was possible to be more quiet than the people
were. It was raining all the time, so we got a benefit. There are to be three
men executed on the same charges on Thursday. The calendar was so full
that it is an adjourned assize to the 7th of April.
I went to Florence Court again on Saturday and returned yesterday morning.
We had some lawyers and grand jury men, but we talked of nothing else but
these trials, on which Lord E. had been summoned to attend as a witness. ...
Poor Lord Enniskillen! He did himself the violence not to drink the toast
[to the Glorious Memory], which I must say was showing a good deal of
consideration on his part - more so than I had given him credit for ...’.

Ms. 36,042/12

June-Dec. 1830
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Jan.-May 1831

Letters to Lady Leitrim from C.S. Clements, including:

13 Mar. [1831?]

C.S. Clements, Carrick, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘You will be surprised to see a letter from me from this
part of the world. I arrived here on Friday morning
and made my first appearance as a grand juror.
Unluckily, there is a very thin attendance of the respectable gentlemen of the
county - indeed, there are fewer than was ever remembered at any assizes
before. Everything feels very odd to me after the election - that we should
all be so quiet now just on the spot where there was such work going on a
few months ago. It is quite shocking the total demoralisation that has been
caused by the system of bribery which was pursued by White. I hear that
people talk openly of the good bargains they made, and those who did not
accept of bribes now complain of their ill luck in not having got anything.
Politics here trouble them very little and they only think of the great
measure of reform as to the probability of its causing a dissolution. ...’
The rest of the letters are written from Waterford, including one of 8 May in
which he describes Co. Waterford election politics.

Ms. 36,042/14

Nov.?-Dec. 1831

Letters to Lady Leitrim from C.S. Clements, including:

[Nov.? 1831?]

C.S. Clements, Youghal, [Co. Cork], to Lady Leitrim.

‘You need be under no apprehensions, I can assure
you, of my having to meet in hostile array 20,000 of
the country people; for, in the first place, their numbers
are always increased fourfold by report, and even if they were as strong,
little could be done without arms. However, I hope that I may continue to
be as fortunate as I have hitherto been, and that my prowess may not be tried
against my misguided and unarmed countrymen.
I have heard of the Governor’s going to Leitrim, but not what took place
there. I hope that there has been no additional disturbance in
Ballinamore. ...
I was delighted to hear that Sydney had been in waiting and that it had gone
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off well. ...’
Following this letter, C.S. Clements had an accident in which he injured his
arm, and the rest of the sub-section sees him convalescing in Youghal and
not in a position to pick up any news.

Ms. 36,042/15

Jan.-Apr. 1832

Letters to Lady Leitrim from C.S. Clements, writing
from Youghal, including:

[Mar.? 1832?]

C.S. Clements, Youghal, to Lady Leitrim, Great
Cumberland Place.

‘... There could not be a more stupid place than
Youghal. My days are passed in the most humdrum
manner without the slightest variety. I do not know when I have spent so
stupid a time as I have since we parted. How much longer we are to remain,
I know not.
But I was going to forget to give you a most important piece of intelligence.
Ah! Those confounded West India Blacks! Our regiment has been ordered
from Bermuda to Jamaica, and are by this time most probably on their way
thither. Is that not too bad, after we had made up our minds to go to Halifax
in the course of another year or so. It has put all my plans most completely
out, and I do not now know what to be at. The whole thing convinces me of
what I have long thought, that of all professions there is none in which good
fortune makes a greater difference than in the army. Getting on in it and
getting good quarters, is a complete lottery.
The other day an officer in a regiment that is in the West Indies gave
another, belonging to a regiment on the same station which was under orders
to come home, £400 to exchange. The thing had hardly been effected when
the account of the disturbances in Jamaica reached us. The regiment coming
home has been kept there and the officer who gave the £400 has been
obliged to go out with a draft to complete it. ...’
[Spring? 1832?]

C.S. Clements, Youghal, to Lady Leitrim.
‘... I am very glad to find that you have been doing all
the propers [sic] at the Castle. Sydney has in my
opinion succeeded admirably, and will I have no doubt
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continue to do so. What are his intentions now? I suppose to remain in
Dublin for the summer. ...’
18 Apr. 1832

C.S. Clements, Youghal, to Lady Leitrim, Great
Cumberland Place.

‘The joyful news of the passing of the Reform Bill
reached us yesterday morning ... . A majority of 9 is
certainly very small, and how it is to be carried through the committee, I
know not. However, I am glad to see that Ministers have a majority of 7 by
proxies, which makes a virtual total of 16 in the committee, provided others
do not change their votes. I am very sorry to hear that my father has been
suffering from his eyes, and I very much fear that the debates will have
retarded his recovery. I hope that the division may have acted as a salve. It
is such fun to see the rage that most people are in here. ...’

Ms. 36,042/16

Oct.-Dec. 1832

Letters to Lady Leitrim from C.S. Clements, including:

8 Oct. 1832

Coutts & Co., Strand, London, to Lord Leitrim about
the sales of stock necessary to enable Leitrim to lodge
£1,100 with Mr Lawrie, army agent, being the
purchase price of C.S. Clements’s company in the 37th
Foot.

17 Dec. 1832

C.S. Clements, Kingstown, [Co. Dublin], to Lady
Leitrim.

‘... My father, I conclude, starts today for Mohill,
where I shall write to him today. ... I feel quite up in
the bottle about the election. I think, from what Latouche says about
Godley, it is almost certain that there will be no contest, should the junction
be effected. John C[lements] will retreat, never to return. Sydney is still
with me, and remains till he goes down to Leitrim. ...’
22 Dec. 1832

C.S. Clements, Dublin, to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon.
‘... The majority of Clements over J.M. C[lements] at
the close of the poll yesterday evening [was] 66. This
is capital ... .
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I think it would be just as well if you were to drop the “captain” in your
directions of letters to me. You and my Governor are the only people I
know of who ever think of putting the Hon. Charles Skeffington Clements at
full length. I am very proud of my rank of captain, but do not wish to be
dubbed with the title of it except with my regiment, seeing that every
blackguard, even the master of a barge, is styled “captain”. ...’

Ms. 36,042/17

Ms. 36,042/18

M/D/ [1832-3?]

Letters to Lady Leitrim from C.S. Clements, writing
mainly from Cowes, Isle of Wight, including:

N.D. [1832-3]

C.S. Clements, Cowes, to Lady Leitrim. Three yachts
(cutters) in the largest class (160-192 tons) are starting
today for the King’s Cup. He has got out sailing
through the kindness of Bentinck and ‘Mr Greville
(not Henry)’.

Jan.-Feb. 1833:
N.D.

Letters to Lady Leitrim from C.S. Clements, including:

3 Feb. 1833

C.S. Clements, Albion, Brighton, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon. He is hopeful of making a complete
recovery. Everyone here is ‘quite positive’ that Lord
Anglesey will not return to Ireland; there is talk of his
having the Horse Guards, ‘... so that, should the on dit be true, Sydney may
consider himself a major’.

Ms. 36,042/19

Mar.-spring 1833

Letters to Lady Leitrim from C.S. Clements, writing
from Brighton, Hastings and London, and in
anticipation of appearing before an army medical
board.

Ms. 36,042/20

June-Dec. 1833

Letters to Lady Leitrim from C.S. Clements, writing
from Germany and Italy.

Ms. 36,042/21

Early 1834: N.D.

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from C.S. Clements,
those of January 1834 from Italy.
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Ms. 36,042/22

Nov.-Dec. 1835:
N.D.

Letters to Lady Leitrim from C.S. Clements, writing
from London, Cowes and Co. Leitrim.

Ms. 36,042/23

Jan.-Apr.? 1835:
N.D.

Letters to Lady Leitrim from C.S. Clements, writing
from Co. Leitrim, Dublin and elsewhere in Ireland,
including:

8 Jan. 1835

C.S. Clements, Cloncaher, Mohill, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon.

‘We have been so busy writing electioneering letters
all this week that I have not been able to give you any
tidings of ourselves. ...
Things are going on as well as possible here, and I believe that for once the
“independent” electors of this county will be disappointed in having a
contest. It will be a wonder, certainly, if they do not manage to have even
the semblance of one, were it ... only to oblige the candidates to retain a few
agents and hire some houses at Carrick. ... C[lements] wrote upwards of 60
letters yesterday. ...’
[Mar.? 1835?]

C.S. Clements, H[ibernian] U[nited] S[ervices] Club,
Foster Place, [Dublin], to Lady Leitrim.

Sydney ‘... is no longer in a sufficiently interesting
state to demand more of your tender cares. He was
busily occupied stealing the hearts of the fair ones last night at the Drawing
Room, and seems to be quite flourishing, though of course a little white
about the gills, or in other words, looking interesting. He says that it was the
best Drawing Room he has seen - very, very full - and seems highly pleased
at having made himself acceptable to the lions of the night - some Miss
Batesons, who made their first appearance and were much admired. I do not
know which of the two he intends to captivate in toto at the put-off St
Patrick’s [ball] tomorrow night. Perhaps both is best, as the Scotch have it.’

Ms. 36,042/24

July-Dec. 1835
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16 Sep. 1835

C.S. Clements, Quebec, to Lady Leitrim. ‘... Till Lord
Aylmer [Governor of Canada, 1831-5] vouchsafes to
take his departure, we cannot get settled, as his and our
servants are all mixed, as you may imagine’. The
irregular posts are a great drawback to life here. Letters directed via New
York to Lord Gosford [Aylmer’s successor, to whom Clements was an
A.D.C.] will cost Clements nothing. He met some of George’s old
shipmates on board the Pique.

Ms. 36,042/25

Jan.-June 1836

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from C.S. Clements,
Quebec.:

Ms. 36,042/26

July-Dec. 1836

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from C.S. Clements,
Montreal and Quebec. [For other ‘Canadian’ letters
from C.S. Clements, see Ms. 36,039.]

Ms. 36,042/27

1837: N.D.

Letters to Lady Leitrim from C.S. Clements, Quebec
(January and February) and England (Kent and
Norfolk), including:

N.D. [Dec.?
1837?]

C.S. Clements, Holkham, [Norfolk], to Lady Leitrim.

He is visiting an English country house on the grand
scale for the first time, ‘... and you may therefore judge
of the astonishment of my weak mind’. He thinks,
however, that the Claude [Lorrain] pictures there have been spoiled by overcleaning. The Duke of Sussex’s arrival is believed to have ‘... been the
cause of my puts-off on account of not wishing to meet Lady Cecilia
[Underwood, the Duke’s mistress/morganatic wife], which is too absurd; but
the world is a quare one. ...’ He shot 26, 49 and 28 pheasants on successive
days. [See also Ms. 36,047/22].

Ms. 36,042/28

Jan.-Feb. 1839
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C.S. Clements, Marino, to Lord Leitrim, Rome,
‘... about the county of Leitrim. Oh! How shocking to
have to think and act about such a thing at such a
time ... .

My dearest Uncle Charlemont has in this as in every other instance shown
more kindness than I can attempt to describe. He has taken everything upon
himself. Throwing aside his aversion to business, he has written to
everybody out of reach and called on all who were to be found in the
neighbourhood. He has been to Harristown [Robert Latouche’s house in
Co. Kildare], and after repeated attempts found out Godley. He has
managed everything. The people of the county have also come forward
nobly and have behaved in a manner of which I did not think they had been
capable. They seem to have at last set a right estimate on what they have
lost, and are in every way trying by their conduct to do what they think will
be most soothing to your feelings. God grant that it may be so.
All are anxious that there should be no sort of opposition and that Sydney
should be brought forward, and this will certainly be the case. I cannot
describe to you what I have suffered about it all, but will merely mention
that, as it was necessary to come to a decision, it was determined to bring
him forward. The address was inserted in the papers yesterday and the
election will probably take place on the 28th. George Keppel is one of the
many who has been most kind. He was anxious at much personal
inconvenience to come over and go down to the county to speak for him, but
everybody has come forward in such a manner that I think it will be better to
leave it completely in their hands, and it is as certain as anything can be, not
only that there will be no opposition, but that everything will be conducted
in a manner as soothing to your feelings as possible. It is almost needless to
mention how indefatigable both Mr Hamilton and Faris have been. ...’

Ms. 36,042/29

July-Aug. 1852

Letters to Lord Leitrim from C.S. Clements about the
Co. Leitrim election (at which Clements was defeated
[see also Ms. 36,061/22]), including:

6 July 1852

C.S. Clements, Carrick, to Lord Leitrim.
‘The resolution, of which Faris tells me he sent you a
copy, has caused a great sensation here. The priests

Killadoon List in NLI printed 20/11/07

Page 244

KILLADOON PAPERS

DATE

DESCRIPTION

seem to be more angry with Latouche than anyone
else. I do not think it will have the effect of driving Brady out of the field,
as they anticipated. He seems to be determined to proceed.
If I had had the least idea that they would have published anything, I should
have done my best to dissuade them, but some of the Montgomery party
seem to have urged it forward, with an idea that it would damage me,
whereas they say it will do more harm to him. This, however, is all
conjecture. Brady of course builds all his hopes on getting the tenants to go
against their landlord. They are more confident of getting Lane Fox’s than
any others. The agent is equally confident of retaining them. The language
I use is that I stand alone; if those who are quite independent of me agree to
support me and Montgomery, I cannot help it, nor can I be expected to reject
support that has been volunteered me. ...
The election is fixed for Tuesday the 20th. We shall thus just get it into the
week, but the declaration of the poll will not be till the Tuesday
following. ...’
12 July 1852

C.S. Clements, Drum[?h]earney, to Lord Leitrim.
‘I will now proceed to describe more in detail than I
could yesterday the position of affairs.

The resolution gave the priests an additional material
to get up the excitement, which is now so high that they are themselves
obliged to keep quiet lest it should get beyond their control. They
represented me as having changed my politics and gone over to
Montgomery. The change in the people was greater and more complete than
anything I could have imagined, and Latouche agrees with me that Brady is
certain.
Dr Dawson told us yesterday that they were determined to oppose
Montgomery with another candidate, if I would not agree to let your tenants
vote as they pleased. This, I said, would not be standing neuter, which I said
from the outset I would do, and I positively refused. He then proposed to
Latouche to see Montgomery and try to get him to withdraw; that if he did
so, he would pledge himself to rest satisfied with me and Brady as members;
but that if he would not, and I would not do as he proposed as to your
tenants, he would start a second candidate, probably Reynolds, but certainly
someone. Latouche has called a meeting of all those who signed the
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resolution at Drumkeeran on Wednesday. We are to give an answer on
Friday. If there is a contest, it will create mischief that we shall not get rid
of for years, and if landlords coerce tenants who vote against them, as they
certainly will, the next step will be an agitation against rents. It is an
unfortunate country.
I shall give the meeting at Drumkeeran my opinion on their position and my
determination to retire if Montgomery goes on; that you will probably leave
your tenants to vote as they wish, by which M. will get the protestants; but
that I am convinced he could not get the catholics under any circumstances.
The people here cannot and will not understand the difference between Dr
Brady’s politics and ours. I shall of course tell them that I have written to
you, and that it is for you to decide. Let me know, therefore, what you
determine in the event of Montgomery standing, as I have described, in such
a letter as I can show. You can write further in a second letter.
My opinion is that the county is in a most critical state. The people are wild
about Tenant Right. They believe they can succeed in getting it, when they
will have their farms for half nothing and be paid for their improvements (as
they call them) into the bargain. The agitation has already resuscitated
Ribbonism. I look upon Montgomery’s election as impossible. The “nonelectors” will take care to keep those whom they cannot count on out of the
way. The instances of intimidation which have already occurred are
wonderful.
The course of events is, as you may suppose, humiliating and disagreeable
to me to the last degree. As far as I am personally concerned, I should
almost prefer not to be the Member on the terms, but to refuse would plunge
the county into the vortex I so much deprecate.’
15 July 1852

C.S. Clements, Drumhearney, to Lord Leitrim.

‘Though I fear my chance of success is now as small
as possible, yet my friends are so anxious for me not
to withdraw, and think that my doing so would make
things worse than if they (the priests) succeed with a struggle, that I have
determined to go on. Such being the case, I will postpone telling you all the
circumstances of the case. Montgomery will certainly go on, and I look
upon Reynolds’ standing nearly as certain.’
Enclosed is a ‘calculation of votes.
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C[lements]
Carrigallen
181
Leitrim and Mohill
359
Dromahair and Rosclogher
305
845
23 July 1852

B[rady]
93
156
258
507

M[ontgomery]
163
161
507
831.’

C.S. Clements, Carrick, to Lord Leitrim reporting the
result of the first day’s polling.

C.S. Clements has 281 votes, Montgomery 144 and
Brady 297. In the barony of Mohill the respective
figures were 92, 8 and 53.
‘... This is far better than we had any expectation of at the beginning of the
day, but your tenants stood true to me with only one exception, and White’s
pretty well. Frank O’Beirne was the worst of my supporters - 8 of his
plumped against me and 5 split with Brady. ...
We began very badly, being unable to get up any men, so that Brady ran 20
ahead at once. Dawson came and pressed me to free my men, but I was
firm. Directly O’Beirne’s tenants plumped against me, I brought up your
tenants, and they went on well. ...’
24 July 1852

C.S. Clements, Carrick, to Lord Leitrim.

‘I was in too great a hurry yesterday. Manor Hamilton
and the Conservatives have, I fear, lost me the
election. The poll is closed here and at Ballinamore, and the numbers are:
C
M
B
442
476
493
So that I must get a clear majority of 52 on the day’s poll over Brady to win,
for Montgomery is sure to keep up with me there. ... Our accounts last night
stated that the priests had carried all before them in Manor Hamilton, that a
great many of your and John C.’s tenants had split for Brady, and that
Montgomery’s men had plumped for him. This morning we heard that they
gave as their reason that I required John C.’s tenants to plump for me. Of
course I did. There never was a question on the subject, and how could I
look at them in any other light than as at my complete disposal. My
neutrality would have been a complete sham had I done otherwise. But the
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fact is they only raised this as a pretence. They had determined on their line
of conduct before, and to break from their resolution.
But Mr St George’s conduct here is still worse, for he plumped all the men
he could without attempting to give a reason for it. In short, it has been a
miserably dirty piece of business but, thank God, they cannot attempt to
throw any of their filth on me. There were about 200 men unpolled in the
two lower baronies last night. Mayne [Lord Leitrim’s agent – see Ms.
36,064/23] wrote for instructions and said they were mostly protestants, and
if I split with Montgomery I might get about 150. But the accounts of this
morning give a smaller number of protestants. I wrote to Mayne that I could
not change my course; that, pledged as I was, the utmost I could do was to
give Montgomery a split for every split Brady had obtained from your
tenants or John C.’s. Latouche went down to poll White’s tenants, and was
to try to bring the lower men to reason, but I do not think he will succeed.
Fifty-two clear majority on the day there, out of about 200, is a great deal,
but it is possible. However, I should be very sorry to succeed by the means
they have adopted. ...
It is strange that the priests have done most in Manor Hamilton, where we
expected they would do least. I am sorry to tell you O’Beirne has behaved
wretchedly. I thought rather better of him till today. He had one tenant still
unpolled. He was sauntering about all the morning doing nothing. ... The
man was got and polled at once, so it shows O’Beirne’s animus; and I am
sorry to say I cannot but think he could have prevented his other men
plumping against me if he had tried. ...
Sydney has not voted. He has been in the barrack yard with the cavalry all
the time. I hope we have kept within bounds as to treating, but can’t tell yet.
I may say that many are more sanguine than I am.’
11 Aug. 1852

C.S. Clements, Aix-la-Chapelle, to Lord Leitrim.

‘I have been employing my leisure in making an
analysis of the votes at the election, the result of which
I now enclose. Bad as I thought the conduct of the
Montgomery party before, the figures make it far worse. I did not believe it
possible that men could have so unconscionably taken everything and given
nothing.
I have had a long letter from Wynne, which I am happy to say completely

Killadoon List in NLI printed 20/11/07

Page 248

KILLADOON PAPERS

DATE

DESCRIPTION

exculpates him from all participation in the proceedings at Manor
Hamilton. ...’
The enclosed analysis shows that Montgomery derived far more support
from those who made C.S. Clements their first object than Clements did
from those who made Montgomery their first object. The result of the
election was: Montgomery, 617; Brady, 551; Clements, 540. From Lord
Leitrim’s own estate, 58 voters plumped for Clements, 2 for Montgomery
and 2 for Brady, 46 split their votes between Clements and Montgomery,
and 17 split their votes between Clements and Brady (ie. Lord Leitrim’s
estate could field a total of 94 voters, which was far the largest number from
any one estate in the county).

Ms.
36,043/1-24

1814-38

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from their son, the
Hon. George Anson Clements, R.N., as follows:

Ms. 36,043/1

1814-Jan. 1823

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from George
Clements, including:

15 Jan. 1823

George Clements, Cheltenham, to Lord Leitrim,
Frognal [Lord Sydney’s], Foots Cray, Kent, thanking
him for permission to have riding lessons, which will
cost three guineas for sixteen hours. Sydney thinks
this is ‘... remarkably reasonable’. The navy is the ‘... only profession I wish
to go in. I do not like to go into the army and I can’t be either a clergyman
or a lawyer in consequence of my speaking [ie. his impediment of
speech]. ...’

Ms. 36,043/2

Apr.-Dec. 1823

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from George
Clements, Royal Naval College, Portsmouth.

Ms. 36,043/3

1824

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from George
Clements, Royal Naval College, Portsmouth, and
elsewhere, including:
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21 Oct. 1824

George Clements, H.M.S. Cambrian, Cadiz, to his
family, Killadoon. He has ‘... just anchored in the
beautiful bay of Cadiz’. Several French ships are at
anchor there - ‘very clumsy and dirty’.

1825

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from and about
George Clements, including:

23 Feb. 1825

George Clements, H.M.S. Naiad, to Lord Leitrim,
18 Great Cumberland Place. He has obtained a loan
for £10 from Capt. Loring. He has been ‘in the sick
list’ since joining and messes in the Captain’s cabin.
He has begun learning Latin from the Chaplain. He discusses the robbery of
Mr and Mrs Bentinck, and the murder of Mr and Mrs Hunt when making a
trip to Paestum.

Ms. 36,043/5

1826

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from and about
George Clements, including:

16 Apr. 1826

George Clements, H.M.S. Naiad, to Lord and Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon. He thinks £60 p.a. allowance, paid
quarterly, would be adequate. He wishes to remain on
this station, as Sydney is at Gibraltar and Charles
either at Malta or Corfu. Sir F. Adam and family have landed at Ancona en
route for England. Lady Adam ‘... has got a very handsome Greek face and
is very agreeable’. She has very little English, but is fluent in French.

Ms. 36,043/6

1827

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from George
Clements, including:

1 Apr. 1827

George Clements, H.M.S. Zebra, to Lord Leitrim,
18 Cumberland Place. He is on a cruise in the Greek
Archipelago in search of pirates. He describes an
action at Port Leone between the Turks
and Greek naval forces under Lord Cochrane.

Ms. 36,043/7

Feb.-July 1828
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Clements.

Ms. 36,043/8

Oct.-Dec. 1828

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from George
Clements, including:

7 Oct. 1828

George Clements, H.M.S. Warspite, Spithead, to Lord
Leitrim. He has ‘... been told that Capt. Dundas has
publicly said that he did not like me and should take
the first opportunity of getting rid of me’. He is
‘... going tomorrow to ask Capt. Spencer if he will endeavour to get me to
join the Victory and from thence get leave of absence to go to London’. He
hopes soon to get Leitrim’s advice on what to do next.
20 Oct. 1828

George Clements, [London], to Lady Leitrim, poste
restante, Amsterdam. He expects Capt. Parker to give
him six weeks’ or two months’ leave. He was obliged
to stay a night at Salisbury where he ‘... got the
opportunity of seeing the cathedral and Old Sarum’. He admires the
‘beautiful gothic architecture’ of the cathedral. He has not found London
‘near so much altered as I expected’.

Ms. 36,043/9

Jan.-July 1829

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from George
Clements, writing from Norfolk, London, Devonport,
Portsmouth, Brest and Madeira.

Ms. 36,043/10

Aug.-Dec. 1829

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from George
Clements, writing from on board H.M.S. Seringapatem
at sea or at Rio de Janeiro.

Ms. 36,043/11

1830

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from George
Clements, writing from Valparaiso, etc.

Ms. 36,043/12

Jan.-July and Dec.
1831

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from George
Clements, writing from Valparaiso and Rio and (in
December) from Portsmouth.
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Ms. 36,043/13

Jan.-June 1832

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from George
Clements, writing from Portsmouth, ‘off the coast of
Syria’, Alexandria, etc, and describing his tours of
Egyptian antiquities.

Ms. 36,043/14

July-Dec. 1832

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from George
Clements, writing from Malta, ‘Napoli di Romania’
and Trieste.

Ms. 36,043/15

Jam.-June 1833

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from George
Clements, writing mainly from Valetta, Malta.

Ms. 36,043/16

Sep.-Oct. 1833

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from George
Clements, writing from Nauphia, the site of the city of
Sparta, ‘old Navarino’, Patras, etc, and giving some
very detailed accounts of ancient sites and antiquities.

Ms. 36,043/17

1834: N.D.
[1833-4]

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from George
Clements, writing from Valetta, etc, and from Long
Ditton.

Ms. 36,043/18

Jan.-Sep. 1835

Letters to Lady Leitrim only from George Clements,
writing mainly from Portsmouth, Ireland and London,
including:

26 Mar. [1835?]

George Clements, Parkanaur, [Castlecaulfeild,
Co. Tyrone], to Lady Leitrim.

‘... The country all round here is bleak and hilly - in
fact, nothing but hills, and the only object of interest I
have seen in this neighbourhood is Castle Caulfeild, a most handsome ruin
of the true Elizabethan style. ... Parkanaur itself is a small house, quite in an
unfinished state, but very prettily situated on some rising ground
embosomed in woods.
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I hope the temple goes on in a flourishing state and that [?Bowdler] has
filled in the pannel [sic] well. ...’
[Apr.? 1835]

George Clements, ‘Rynne’, to Lady Leitrim.

‘I think the house [Lough Rynn] quite perfect,
everything very well finished and exceedingly warm
and comfortable. I am delighted with the offices and
stables. Those I think quite perfect. ... The style of the house I like
exceedingly, and everything is so conveniently placed - the doors, fireplaces,
etc, etc. The only fireplace I am apt to criticise is that in the drawing room.
I should have liked it better at the opposite side of the room. The chimneys
are quite perfect - the facsimile of those at Castle Caulfeild. I am dying for a
boat on the lake to sail about in. ...’
[Apr.? 1835]

George Clements, Rynn, to Lady Leitrim.

‘... Everything here is going on most prosperously.
The people are busy picking up the ground near the
house for the flower garden, which is nearly finished
as far as that goes, but as you can easily imagine, the picking the ground,
which is as hard as any road, is no child’s work, and therefore progresses but
slowly. Others are employed carting fresh mould and earth to it. The
masons are employed building the garden wall ...’.

Ms. 36,043/19

Oct.-Dec. 1835

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from George
Clements, including:

25 Oct. 1835

George Clements, Quidenham [Norfolk, the rectory of
Rev. E.S. Keppel, husband of Clements’s sister,
Maria], to Lord Leitrim, Killadoon. Sydney’s letter of
the 18th outlines his plans for touring Switzerland and
Italy. George has been in company with a large number of ‘Newmarket
Men’. He mentions the unlucky homeward voyage of the Pique.
Oct. [1835?]

George Clements, Fountain Inn, Portsmouth, to Lady
Leitrim. He feels ‘... almost renovated by returning to
Portsmouth’. There has been a grand kick-up at
Plymouth caused by some of Capt. Sir Hyde Parker’s
officers applying to be superseded. ‘... Such a thing as that is not heard of in
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the army and would not be tolerated’.
Oct. [1835?]

George Clements, Morrison’s Hotel, Dublin, to Lady
Leitrim asking for her ‘... intercession in my favour to
have Brownie clipped at once’. He knows of a ‘capital
clipper’ who would do it in two days. There is a
proposal for erecting a monument ‘... to his Naval Majesty [William IV]
from which longitude shall be reckoned, near Greenwich’.

Ms. 36,043/20

Jan. 1836

Letters to Lady Leitrim from George Clements,
writing mainly from Devonport after his appointment
to the command of the brig H.M.S. Harpy.

Ms. 36/043/21

Feb. 1836

Letters to Lady Leitrim from George Clements,
writing mainly from Devonport.

Ms. 36,043/22

Mar.-Apr. 1836

Letters to Lady Leitrim from George Clements,
including Clements’s journal of events on board the
brig Harpy, 15-22 April 1836.

Ms. 36,043/23

May-Dec. 1836

Letters to Lady Leitrim from George Clements,
writing from the Harpy at Barbadoes and Jamaica.

Ms. 36,043/24

Jan. 1837Jan. 1838

Letters to Lady Leitrim from George Clements,
Jamaica and Barbadoes, including two letters of
condolence to Lord Leitrim on George Clements’s
death, January 1838.

Ms. 36,044/1-3 1835-7

Ms. 36,044/1

Jan.-Sep. 1835
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9 Jan. 1835

Leitrim, Killadoon, to George Clements, H.M.S.
Madagascar, Portsmouth. He is delighted to hear of
George’s safe arrival in England. He compares the
recent change of ministry to a ‘clap of thunder’. Lord
Clements is likely to be re-elected unopposed. ‘This change has lost Charles
his staff appointment.’
10 Mar. 1835

Leitrim, Hockerill, [Herts.], to George Clements,
Killadoon. He relates his interviews with Lord de
Grey [First Lord of the Admiralty] and Sir John
Beresford. George is to be appointed immediately to
H.M.S. Russell, a fine 74, Admiral Bathurst’s flagship on the Newfoundland
station.
1 July 1835

Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to George Clements,
post office, Limerick, thanking him for his ‘... very
satisfactory account of Killadoon’. He refers to the
engagement of Lady Elizabeth Kerr to Mr Osborne, Sir
John’ s eldest son. Charles is ‘at last regularly appointed’ A.D.C. to Lord
Gosford, and ‘they expect to be off [to Canada] the beginning of next week’.
8 Aug. 1835

Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to George Clements,
post office, Monmouth, describing his ‘narrow escape’
when run away with in Regent Street. He was
knocked down by coming in contact with the carriage
pole, but suffered no injury beyond a bruised knee. He condemns Lord
Massereene’s ‘wretched match’ with Miss Grady, ten years his senior ‘and
with a very low, vulgar and unprincipled family’.
29 Sep. 1835

Leitrim, Buxton [Derbyshire], to George Clements,
post office, Portsmouth. He agrees with Lord
Auckland [formerly First Lord of the Admiralty] on
the undesirability of George’s having command of
‘... a packet or of a brig on the fishing service, coast guard or any thing of
that sort’. He has benefited from drinking the water, and taking baths, at
Buxton, ‘but I have had much to suffer mentally, since I left town’.
N.D. [1835?]
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[Leitrim’s sister, Lady Elizabeth Clements], ‘... that
you may examine the house together, and ascertain whether anything has
been sent out of the house, which I very much fear has been the case’. The
police are to be sent for at George’s discretion.

Ms. 36,044/2

Jan.-July 1835

Originals of letters from Lady Leitrim to George
Clements, including:

8 July 1835

Lady Leitrim to the Hon. George and Hon. [Francis]
Nathaniel Clements acknowledging their ‘most
welcome and interesting letters’ from Achill,
Ballinasloe and Killaloe. ‘... Your father was at
Killaloe about forty years ago, when the inn was intolerably bad, so at least
in that respect our very poor country does improve’.

Ms. 36,044/3

Aug. 1835Nov. 1837

Letters from Lady Leitrim to George Clements,
including:

12 Nov. 1835

Lady Leitrim, Lough Rynn, to George Clements,
Killadoon. She is ‘... very much pleased indeed with
this house. It is warm, cheerful and pretty’. There is
‘already some improvement’ in the Drumlish-Mohill
area.

30 Nov. 1836

Lady Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place, to George
Clements, H.M.S. Starkey, Barbadoes. ‘... Our
beloved [Francis] Nathaniel’ was instituted by the
Primate, and last Sunday read himself into the living of
Tartaraghan [Portadown, Co. Armagh]. Lord John Russell’s recent
parliamentary conduct has been lacking in ‘temper or forbearance’. There
has been a ‘triumphant reply’ from Lord Mulgrave to the accusation,
brought against him by Lords Roden, Lorton and Donoughmore, of Irish
unrest. Mulgrave made a ‘sharp animadversion’ on Colonel Conolly, whom
he called ‘an itinerant speaker’, whose anti-government speeches were ‘in
the highest style of party and religious animosity’.

Ms. 36,045/1-7 1834-5
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Ms. 36,045/1

1834-5

Letters to George Clements from his maiden aunts,
Ladies Louisa and Elizabeth Clements, Long Ditton,
[Surrey].

Ms. 36,045/2

1835

Letters to George Clements from his sister, Lady
Elizabeth Clements, including:

6 July [1835]

Lady Elizabeth Clements to George Clements. She is
‘... much interested by your account of Achill ... .
Getting people to subscribe would, I think, be very
difficult’, so much having been done a few years ago
for famine relief in the west. She spent all day in the country with several of
[Lord?] Clements’s friends, ‘but few of whom I knew at all’.

Ms. 36,045/3

1835

Letters to George Clements from his sister, Lady
Maria Keppel, including:

29 July 1835

Lady Maria Keppel, Quidenham, to George Clements,
post office, Youghal, [Co. Cork], thanking him for his
account of his tour in the south and south-west of
Ireland. She describes the Keppels’ recent stay in
Cambridge. ‘... Tom [Keppel] seemed very comfortable there, and had a
snug little room with many curiosities collected in his naval life’. But it was
not quiet enough for anyone reading for an honours’ degree.

Ms. 36,045/4

1835

Letters to George Clements from his sister, Lady
Caroline Burges, including:

[c.Mar. 1835]

Lady Caroline Burges, Parkanaur, [Co. Tyrone], to
George Clements. ‘... What a naughty boy you are not
to have written me word of your appointment to a 74’.
Her school opens next Monday. It is planned to have
60 pupils; 70 have enrolled and a further 30 are ‘ambitious of the
advantage’.
[19. Oct.? 1835]
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Quidenham, Lalingford, Norfolk, giving him family
news. ‘... Tell me if you like my idea of residing here
for a month or two’. She offers him an introduction to
Dr [Thomas Romney] Robinson of Armagh Observatory. ‘... Lord
Massereene’s coolness passes belief’.

Ms. 36,045/5

1835

Letters to George Clements from his brothers, Lord
Clements, W.S. Clements, C.S. Clements and F.N.
Clements, including:

[early Jan.? 1835?]

C.S. Clements, Parkanaur, to George Clements.

‘... I was very agreeably surprised at everything here
being much better than I expected. In my opinion
everything is very comfortable. I do not mean to say
that there are not many things that are wanted to make them quite
comfortable, but the house is evidently an unfinished one, and has all the
disadvantage of being a single house. But one thing I am very glad to see,
which is that, should they not get what I hope and expect they may [Lady
Poulett’s fortune], it will require but very little to make it a perfect, though
small, house. The place I like very much, and I think it looks very
gentlemanlike ... . I must tell you for your consolation that the bells have
been repaired and ring again. ...’

Ms. 36,045/6

Aug. 1834Oct. 1835

Letters to George Clements from H.E.B. and J.R.B.
Bennett, including:

10 Aug. 1834

H.E.B. Bennett, Cheltenham, to George Clements,
H.M.S. Madagascar, Mediterranean. He has had a
great deal of hunting and yachting. Now he has
applied for an appointment in the Pique to be
commissioned in a few days by H. Rous. ‘... Fremantle, I believe,
commands a schooner in the West Indies’.

Ms. 36,045/7

1835

Letters to George Clements from miscellaneous
friends, mostly brother-officers, including:

2 Jan. 1835

F.J. Sankey, Malta, to George Clements, Charlemont
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House, Rutland Square, Dublin. ‘... We are now in the
height of the carnival, everybody exhausted, bordering
on insane’. There is a ‘great outcry for reforming
men’ in politics, and an ‘open rupture’ between Greig and his wife.

Ms.
36,045/1-44

c.1820-1839:
1848-9

Box of letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from their son,
the Hon. and Rev. Francis Nathaniel Clements, as
follows:

Ms. 36,046/1

c.1820-1823

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements.

Ms. 36,046/2

Dec. 1824-1825

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements.

Ms. 36,046/3

1826

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements.

Ms. 36,046/4

1828

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements.

Ms. 36,046/5

1829

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from and about F.N.
Clements, including:

30 Aug. 1829

[Rev.] C.W. Stocker, Laleham, near Staines,
Middlesex, to Lord Leitrim. He charges for his pupils
(six in number) £300 per annum, and expects ‘strict
conformity’ with Stocker’s rules and family habits,
‘... nor could I allow of a horse being kept’.

Ms. 36,046/6

1830

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements,
writing mainly from Mr Stocker’s at Laleham.

Ms. 36,046/7

[1830?]

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements,
writing mainly from Mr Stocker’s at Laleham,
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including:
[1830?]

F.N. Clements, Long Ditton, [Surrey], to Lady Leitrim
commenting that Sydney’s chance of promotion has
‘disappeared in air’. He crossed in the same packet as
a girl who had run away from her father; ‘... her future
was with her and they were to be married in Liverpool’. There was heavy
snow on the London road, but the coach was only four hours late.

Ms. 36,046/8

Jan.-Mar. 1831

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements.

Ms. 36,046/9

Apr. Oct. 1831

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements.

Ms. 36,046/10

Nov.-Dec. 1831:
N.D. [1831?]

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements,
including:

[late? 1831?]

F.N. Clements, Badger, Shifnal, [Shropshire], to Lady
Leitrim answering her query about his method of
making breakfast rolls. ‘... Cupid has got quite well of
his mange’ and is continually killing vermin. ‘... [I]
must leave you and go to deeper and not so pleasant studies’.

Ms. 36,046/11

Mar.-June 1832:
N.D.

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements,
mainly writing from Badger.

Ms. 36,046/12

Oct.-Dec. 1832:
N.D.

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements,
Oriel College, Oxford, including:

Oct. [1832?]

F.N. Clements, Oriel College, Oxford, to Lady
Leitrim. He has made the acquaintance of ‘a freshman
like myself of this college, a gentleman c[ommoner]
by name Rothwell, a ward of the Ruxton Fitzherberts’
... [and] particularly nice and gentlemanlike’. Clements may need a private
tutor, if he avails himself of the privilege of going up for Little-Go next
term.
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Ms. 36,046/13

[c.1832-3?]

Letters to Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements.

Ms. 36,046/14

Feb.-Mar. 1833:
N.D.

Letters to Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements,
including:

15 Feb. 1833

F.N. Clements, Great Cumberland Place, to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... Last night in the Commons there was a debate upon
the military and naval sinecures, in which Clements
votes in the majority against their abolition, which for an economical House
of Commons is rather a curious vote for one of its first. My father is going
to the House of Lords tonight, to which all the world are going to hear Lord
Grey declare what his coercive measures towards Ireland are to be. ...’
[Mar.? 1833?]

F.N. Clements, Hastings, to Lady Leitrim.

‘... I am very glad to hear that the A.D.C. [W.S.
Clements] has pitched his tent in the Castle. He has
not favoured us with any report of his proceedings, but
I suppose he is the gayest of the gay, though he must lose his gaiety by the
departure of the beau monde from Dublin and of the Lord Lieutenant from
the Castle.’

Ms. 36,046/15

Apr.-Aug. 1833

Letters to Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements, writing
from Oriel College, Hastings, the Lake District and the
Lowlands of Scotland.

Ms. 36,046/16

Sep. 1833

Letters to Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements, writing
from the Highlands.

Ms. 36,046/17

Oct.-Dec. 1833

Letters to Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements, writing
mostly from Oriel.

Ms. 36,046/18

N.D. [c.1833-4]

Letters to Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements, writing
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mostly from Oriel.

Ms. 36,046/19

Jan.-Apr. 1834:
N.D.

Letters to Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements,
including:

8 [Feb. or Mar.?
1834?]

F.N. Clements, Elm Park, [Killylea, Co. Armagh], to
Lady Leitrim.

‘... When at Dundalk, Lord Ferrard was determined
that I should see its lions, and he first of all took me to
the courthouse ... . Its exterior is very handsome. It is a copy of the Temple
of Theseus. The inside, they say, is not very well arranged for its law
purposes. He then put me into the hands of a very intelligent person, who
took me to the gaol, which is very well kept, but is too small a building, and
its space being so confined makes the internal management of the wards,
etc, not very good. But it is remarkably clean and the prisoners appear very
healthy. There has been no one hung there for five years, which the
governor told me was not from ... juries not having done their duty, but from
there having been no cases in the gaol of which capital punishment is the
penalty. I also saw the church, which is an old building, but very neat
inside, with large pews for the corporation and Archbishop. I think there
having been no one hung for such a length of time speaks well for the quiet
of the county of Louth, which Lords Roden and Ferrard would tell you were
in a state of insurrection. ...’

Ms. 36,046/20

Sep.-Oct. 1834:
N.D.

Letters to Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements, writing in
September from Germany.

Ms. 36,046/21

Nov.-Dec. 1834:
N.D. [1834?]

Letters to Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements, writing
from London, Long Ditton and Oriel.

Ms. 36,046/22

N.D. [1834-5?]

Letters to Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements, writing
from Oriel and Co. Leitrim.

Ms. 36,046/23

Feb.-Mar. 1835

Letters to Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements, writing
from London, Oriel and Long Ditton.
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Ms. 36,046/24

May 1835

Letters to Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements, writing
from Cambridge and various places which he has been
visiting in England.

Ms. 36,046/25

July-Sep. 1835

Letters to Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements,
including:

23 Sep. 1835

F.N. Clements, Kidlington, Oxford, to Lady Leitrim,
Buxton.

‘I return you, my dearest mother, Sydney’s letter with
very many thanks. I am amused to see how much his
opinion and mine of the far-famed Frankfort fair coincide. I recollect my
letters last year telling you just the same. I pity him much, poor fellow,
about Lady Jane. ...’

Ms. 36,046/26

Oct.-Nov. 1835

Letters to Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements,
including:

1 Oct. 1835

F.N. Clements, Oxford, to Lady Leitrim, Buxton.

‘I return you Sydney’s letter with many thanks. I
cannot help thinking it a very fortunate thing that ...
Lady J. should have proved herself so soon not worth
his thinking about, as otherwise he might have gone hoping and hoping for
years. ...’
3 [Oct.? 1835?]

F.N. Clements, Kidlington, to Lady Leitrim.

‘... I had a long letter from C. Harris ... this morning
giving me in two pages and a half a description of
what he had been doing at Achill. He liked it as much
as I did, and is as anxious that the settlement should be maintained which,
unless people subscribe towards it more liberally than they have done, I fear
it will with difficulty be. He says the way the Roman catholics are acting is
shameful - I mean the priests - preaching to the people to abuse and show all
unkindness by word and deed they can to the people. They certainly, as I
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have seen when I was in Ireland, say one thing in their letters to Lord
Mulgrave, etc, and do quite another. I do really think it is very shameful of
the government to allow the numbers of outrages which are committed by
the catholics there to pass without trying to assist and support the
protestants, which they most certainly do nothing to do. ...’

Ms. 36,046/27

Dec. 1835

Letters to Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements, writing
from Oxford.

Ms. 36,046/28

[1835?]

Letters to Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements, writing
from Oxford.

Ms. 36,046/29

Jan.-Mar. 1836

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements,
including:

post-11 Mar. 1836

F.N. Clements, Rynn, to Lady Leitrim.

‘... I was very much amused by the conversation of my
friends [on the coach from Dublin] on politics. One of
them I had heard on the top of the coach telling the
other that in the county of Leitrim (they belonging to Longford) Lord
Leitrim had been doing a great deal of good in increasing the size of the
farms, and in getting a man who taught the tenants to [?green] crop, and that
some of the tenants on the neighbouring estates were following them. ...
After writing this, ... [he is going with Lord Clements] into Mohill to meet
Mr Hyde to talk to him about altering the pulpit which, being in front of the
window, C. says prevents the preacher being seen, as well as having a bad
effect.
I like the interior of the house very much indeed, by which I mean the
furniture, which I think almost in toto perfect. ... I like the dining-room
chairs most particularly. ...’
[18? Mar.? 1836]

F.N. Clements, [Lough Rynn], to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon.
‘... We walked yesterday into Mohill to Norris’s and
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then on to Mr Hyde’s. The way the trees and shrubs
have grown there must be a great encouragement to C. What a distance
from his cure to have built ...! But that is a thing which constantly strikes
my English eyes with wonder, but which here is common. ...’

Ms. 36,046/30

Apr. 1836

Letters to Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements,
including:

9 [Apr.? 1836?]

F.N. Clements, Kidlington, to Lady Leitrim.
‘... I should so much like to be engaged soon in active
duty, and I am not the least ambitious of getting a
living early; but being engaged in a curacy soon is
what I wish. ...’

Ms. 36,046/31

May 1836

Ms. 36,046/32

22 June 1836

Letters to Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements, writing
from English Bickurn, which is in the Wye Valley and
presumably was called ‘English’ because it was in
Monmouthshire. He seems to have been there to assist
a clergyman called Field, the father of an Oriel friend.]

Ms. 36,046/33

July 1836

Letters to Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements, writing
from Bickurn.

Ms. 36,046/34

Aug. 1836

Letters to Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements, writing
from Bickurn.

Ms. 36,046/35

Sep.-Oct. 1836

Letters to Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements, writing
from Bickurn.
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Ms. 36,046/36

Nov.-Dec. 1836

Letters to Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements about his
ordination and his first impressions and experiences as
curate of Ardstraw, Newtownstewart, Co. Tyrone.

Ms. 36,046/37

[1836-7?]

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements,
writing mainly from Newtownstewart.

Ms. 36,046/38

Jan. 1837

Letters to Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements, writing
mainly from Newtownstewart, but including:
F.N. Clements, Carrick, to Lady Leitrim.

‘... I cannot ... express what my feelings were at
administering the Sacrament to you and my father. I
thought my voice must have failed in administering it
to him. O! May the prayers I then made be answered through Christ’s
intercession, and we shall all meet again for ever, however we may be
separated, either during our lifetime or by the removal of any one of us
before the other. I don’t believe I ever felt before how intensely dear those
were to me who were kneeling by me. ...’

Ms. 36,046/39

Feb.-Mar. 1837

Letters to Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements,
including:

22 Feb. 1837

F.N. Clements, Newtownstewart, to Lady Leitrim.

‘My dearest Mother, I have been expecting anxiously
that you would redeem your promise of sending me
George’s letter now that my father is returned, and I
want also to hear an account from you of my father. I thought Lady Li’s
[his aunt, Lady Elizabeth Clements] very good. I also hope you will send
me the remaining halves now of the notes, for which I shall be very
thankful. You need be under no fear, but send them together, as money
letter makes them come quite safe.
You have been so earnest in putting forward this parish as an instance of the
great want of reform in the Church, which I do not deny that it is, but not of
the sort of reform that you propose, that I must tell you what is going to be
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done for it, which will really reform and be of use to it. Lord Abercorn
[who lived at Barons Court in the parish of Ardstraw] is going to build a
small church for about £300, [with] a parsonage house, and endow it with
£120 or £150. That church will be between Barons Court and a new village,
almshouse, etc, he is building; and there will be another church built to
accommodate 300 more at Crew Bridge, half way between Cavandarragh
and Clare. This latter is to be built out of a sum of £600 which has been for
some time lying dormant in the hands of the Church Commission for this
parish, but has never been applied. An additional curate is also to be settled
out there by Dr Nash [the Rector of Ardstraw].
The building of this church and settling of the curate, I may say, though it
deserves no praise nor do I say it for that, has been under God been [sic]
owing to my exertions. I wrote some time ago to Mr Hume [Rector of the
next-door parish of Urney] on the subject, and such a letter as might be laid
before the Bishop. He was much pleased with it and determined
immediately to look after this sum and to write to Dr N. on the subject.
Accordingly, a day is shortly to be fixed for the Bishop, Mr Hume, Dr Nash
and self to meet on the ground and settle the exact spot for its erection. I
hope upon that it will immediately be set about, please God. I believe, too, I
was the means of smoothing over some difficulties about the other - but that
is no matter.
Pray do not mention this. That this is going to be done and that another
curate will be settled in the parish, I am most rejoiced at. Nothing has given
me so much pleasure for a long while. I fear that it will hardly be before,
should I live, that I am leaving the parish, so that I shall not reap the benefit
of it myself. But that is of little importance. Ever and ever your most
attached and affectionate son, with love to all, F.C.’
18 Mar. 1837

F.N. Clements, Urney, [Newtownstewart], to Lady
Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... I came here Wednesday evening to meet the Bishop
about the church. He, Mr Hume and I met Dr Nash
yesterday on the ground seven miles from this and settled the site. I walked
over three miles and back before breakfast this morning to Major
Humphreys [Lord Abercorn’s agent] to settle about his seeing the Bishop
today. He, as all great men’s little men do, wanted to make some
difficulties, and I have suggested to the Bishop, which he says he shall do if
he [Humphreys] makes any further [difficulties], writing at once to ... Lord
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Abercorn, who will be too glad to secure the residence of a clergyman upon
his estate in giving [sic - to give] an acre of rocky land that would not feed
three geese. ...’

Ms. 36,046/40

Apr. 1837

Letters to Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements,
including:

12 Apr. [1837]

F.N. Clements, Newtownstewart, to Lady Leitrim,
Killadoon.

‘... I am very much obliged to Mr Pakenham for
thinking of me. The offer came at a time when I was
thinking whether I ought not to give this parish up, as being above my
powers, both bodily and what I always feel when writing my sermons and
preaching, above my mental abilities, particularly from the little time I can
give to preparation owing to the continual active duties required of me. But
I have decided, I hope according to the Lord’s will, that it was not my duty
to do so. ...’

Ms. 36,046/41

1837 [post-Apr.?]

Letters to Lady Leitrim from F.N. Clements, writing
from Newtownstewart and arguing in some of the
letters - as he did in some of those in Ms. 36,046/40 that the current mode of financing the Church is
biblically founded and that Lady Leitrim should not fall for the specious
arguments of the Church reformers.

Ms. 36,046/42

Aug.-Dec. 1838

Correspondence between Lord Leitrim and F.N.
Clements, mainly about Clements’s marriage plans,
including:

17 Aug. 1838

F.N. Clements [now Rector of Tartaraghan,
Portadown, Co. Armagh], Langfield, [Co. Tyrone], to
Lord Leitrim, poste restante, Barèges, France,
announcing that he has become attached to one of the
daughters of Mr King. [This was Charlotte, daughter of the Rev. Gilbert
King, Rector of Langfield Lower, diocese of Derry, 1811-56.] ‘... I feel
therefore confident of your and my dearest mother’s perfect sanction’.
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Leitrim, Barèges, to F.N. Clements in reply.

‘My dearest F., your letter has taken me so much by
surprise, what is announces is so unexpected by me
and I was so little prepared for it, that I really feel quite
at a loss what answer to give to it. If I know myself at all, I think I may say
with the strictest truth that I am as anxious to do every thing in my power
which may contribute to the happiness of my children, as I certainly know it
is also the duty of a father to be. But every feeling of the kind and every
duty must necessarily have their limits, and must also be more or less
dependent upon circumstances. And when you ask your mother and me to
give our sanction to your marriage with Miss K., how is it possible for me to
sanction “at once”, as you desire, your marriage with a person, and
connection with a family, of neither of whom we ever before heard a word
in our lives?
All that I now know of them is what you have told me: that you have fallen
in love with a pretty girl, who sings and draws well; and what is certainly a
more essential qualification, that she is of a religious disposition of mind.
And as to her father, that he is “a respectable clergyman, and either son or
nephew of the late Sir G. King [1st Bt, of Charlestown, Co. Roscommon].
As Sir G.K., whom I knew very well in early life, had no children, Mr K.
must probably be his nephew. Sir G. was a very respectable man, but of
some of his brothers, with whom I was not acquainted, but whom I knew by
character, I fear I cannot say as much. They were by no means persons of a
character calculated to render a connection with them particularly desirable.
[Sir Gilbert’s brothers were: John (c.1749-1817), Archdeacon of Killala,
1797- ; Robert (c.1752-1799), a lt-colonel, M.P. Jamestown, 1797-7; and
James (c.1755-1833), H.E.I.C.S., who married Lady Elizabeth Creighton,
eldest daughter of the 1st Earl of Erne, and was Charlotte King’s
grandfather. It is not clear why Lord Leitrim should have objected to any of
these apparently respectable gentlemen.]
Be that as it may, however, and laying that quite aside, to speak frankly, I
must say that I think you have been very hasty and injudicious in the manner
in which you have proceeded; and as it is evident that you have had this
matter long in contemplation, I cannot help observing that it would have
been much more consistent with propriety in every respect, as well with
reference to Miss K. herself as to me, if you had communicated with me on
the subject before I left England; knowing, as you did, that I am going to the
Continent, not for mere pleasure, but for your mother’s health, and that I
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was likely to stay abroad for some time - unless, indeed, which would have
been the wisest thing, considering how young you are, and the little means
you have yet of supporting a family, you had determined to defer making
your proposal, at the very least, till you had an opportunity of
communicating personally with me after my return.
You say, indeed, that “as to temporal matters, you don’t think of them for a
moment”. Upon this I shall only observe that I think it a very exaggerated
and a very false opinion. The best principles, when carried to an improper
extreme, may completely change their character, and what you have thus
expressed is in my opinion an instance in point. A just and proper attention
to temporal matters is I think the duty of every man, according to his
situation in life; more especially of a married man, and certainly not less so,
of a man who has marriage in contemplation; and I do think that you would
have acted with much more propriety towards Miss K., if you had deferred
proposing for her until your income had improved, or at all events until you
knew what provision you might be able to make for her, in case she should
survive you. You tell me you “believe” her fortune is £3,000 - the interest
of £2,000 to be paid during her father’s life”. But belief is a vague thing,
and your belief, if only belief, may be a mistaken one.
As to what I can give you, I am sorry to say, my powers are very limited.
The youngest of seven cannot expect much. What is settled upon my
younger children amounts only to £10,000. I have besides the power of
charging my estates with £5,000 for any purpose I please, and that power I
have exercised in favour of my younger children. Of the above two sums,
making together £15,000, you will be entitled at my death to one-sixth
(which by the way is Irish currency). In addition to this, you are aware that I
have received from the Globe Assurance the sum of £5,000 (Irish also), for
which I insured your living to be one-and-twenty, and which is destined for
you, minus what you have received from Mr Hamilton (I do not now
recollect the exact sum) for your parsonage, etc. I was very reluctantly
obliged to take it out of that fund, as I could not spare it out of my income,
in consequence of the great diminution I have experienced in the receipt of
my rents from various causes which I will not now repeat, having so lately
explained them to you in a letter which I wrote to you before I left England.
For the same reason, I am really not yet prepared to say what I may be able
to do at present for you, but I have given you the above detail, because I
wish to treat you with confidence, and that you may be fully aware what
your future situation is likely to be. I may add, what however you know
already, that under your poor Aunt Louisa’s will, her fortune, after the death
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of her now only surviving sister [Lady Elizabeth Clements], is to be divided
among her nephews and nieces, your share of which may amount to
something about £5,000. ...
I have just recollected that I have made a mistake in saying that you would
be entitled to one sixth of the £15,000 upon my death. £5,000 of that sum is
charged on your mother’s estate, and is consequently not payable till after
her death.’
14 Sep. 1838 (‘My
birthday’)

F.N. Clements, Tartaraghan, to Leitrim in reply.

‘My dearest Father, I am very sorry indeed to think
that you should imagine for a moment that I had not
acted with sufficient consideration towards you. This I
can assure in every act of my life would be furthest from my wishes and
intentions. If I did not consult you beforehand (which I see now I ought to
have done and am sincerely sorry I did not do), it was simply because,
though I knew and liked Miss K., I did not allow myself really to expect her
consent if I proposed, and from that reason had never contemplated
proposing. I can assure you, I went to Langfield without a thought of
proposing. I also, dearest Father, have not seen you for a long time, and
when you left England, I had not a thought of it being soon, if ever it would
be, and I had thought you were returning for the winter.
As to her relations: Mr K. is nephew to the late Sir Gilbert K. of
Charlestown and cousin to the present; he is grandson to the late Lord Erne,
nephew to the present; cousin to Mr Creighton of Crom Castle and some
relation, I believe cousin, to the Wortleys and second cousin to Lord
Wicklow. Mrs K. was sister to Colonel Madden of Hilton [Park, Clones,
Co. Monaghan] and some relation to the Harrowby family. This is as far as
I know.
I am most thankful to you for the very kind manner in which you explain
matters to me. Be assured, dearest Father, I don’t entirely despise looking to
temporal things, though I think they ought to be looked to last. But I think
more for others than myself. I hope you would be kind enough to continue
me the allowance you have heretofore given me - while, dearest Father, it
does not inconvenience yourself, as I will indeed not be selfish, and you
have been more than kind towards me. I write to you, my dearest Father, on
my 25th birthday, and may you and my dearest mother and aunt see many
returns of it.
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I am thinking of running over to see you at Barèges in order to talk over
matters with you, as also to have the comfort of seeing you and my dearest
mother. ... Before such an event as I am going to make in my life, I should
be glad to see you and my dearest mother and have, as I trust I always shall
(as I shall seek to have), your blessing upon it. If nothing interferes to
prevent me, you may expect to see me soon after this letter, so you need not
write again. I fear I shall be able to stay with you but a very few days on
account of my absence from my parish. ...’

Ms. 36,046/43

Jan. 1839

Three letters to Lord Leitrim, Rome, from F.N.
Clements, Marino, about the illness and death of Lord
Clements.

Ms. 36,046/44

1828: 1848-9

Three letters to Lord Leitrim (including one each from
Lord John Russell and Primate Beresford) about
livings for F.N. Clements, including:

2 Jan. 1849

Copy of a letter from [Lord] John G[eorge Beresford,
Archbishop of] Armagh to the Bishop of Durham.

‘Having heard from the Hon. and Rev. F.C. that he has
obtained a nomination to a living in the diocese of
Durham, I have great pleasure in complying with his request of expressing
to your Lordship the high opinion I entertain of his character as a clergyman.
He has held in the last nine years a parish in the diocese of Armagh, in
which there was a large number of members of the Established Church,
chiefly - indeed almost exclusively - of the poorer classes, and his attention
to their temporal wants and his exertions to promote their spiritual
improvement, have been most exemplary and laborious. I believe him to be
a truly conscientious, upright and diligent minister, and that he will be found
a kind and painstaking pastor by any flock which may be committed to his
care.
I feel assured that he will always demean himself towards his bishop with
the most perfect respect and deference. Such has been his invariable
conduct towards myself since he came under my jurisdiction. ...’
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Ms.
36,047/1-22

c.1811-1838

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from their daughter,
Lady Maria Clements/Keppel, as follows:

Ms. 36,047/1

c.1811-13

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Maria
Clements.

Ms. 36,047/2

Oct. 12814-c.1816

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Maria
Clements.

Ms. 36,047/3

c.Jan.-Mar. 1817

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Maria
Clements.

Ms. 36,047/4

Apr. 1817

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Maria
Clements.

Ms. 36,047/5

1-15 May 1817

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Maria
Clements.

Ms. 36,047/6

17-31 May 1817

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Maria
Clements.

Ms. 36,047/7

1-16 June 1817

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Maria
Clements.

Ms. 36,047/8

17-30 June 1817

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Maria
Clements.

Ms. 36,047/9

[June? 1817?]

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Maria
Clements.
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Ms. 36,047/10

July 1817

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Maria
Clements.

Ms. 36,047/11

[1817?]

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Maria
Clements.

Ms. 36,047/12

1821: 1824: N.D.

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Maria
Clements.

Ms. 36,047/13

1825: N.D.

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Maria
Clements.

Ms. 36,047/14

[1825-6?]:
1826: N.D.

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Maria
Clements.

Ms. 36,047/15

July 1828Feb. 1829

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Maria
Clements/Keppel, writing from Quidenham Rectory,
Norfolk, her new home following her marriage to the
Hon. and Rev. Edward Southwell Keppel, and mostly
on the subject of her new married state, including:
4 Sep. [1828]

Lady Maria Keppel, Quidenham, to Lord Leitrim.
‘... The house is as nice as can be, and my apartment is
beautiful. But, instead of an absence of furniture, there
is already a profusion, and all very pretty. ...

I have just had my introduction to Lady A[lbemarle]. I think her still
handsome, and that she must have been very much so indeed. But no advice
of yours in favour of being prepared to like, could prevent my disliking, her
manner. It was all very civil to me, but the “maitresse femme” peeped out
most decidedly. ...’
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Ms. 36,047/16

Aug.-Dec. 1829:
N.D.

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Maria
Keppel.

Ms. 36,047/17

Feb.-Apr. 1830

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Maria
Keppel.

Ms. 36,047/18

May-June 1830

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Maria
Keppel.

Ms. 36,047/19

July 1830

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Maria
Keppel.

Ms. 36,047/20

Aug.-Nov. 1830

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Maria
Keppel, including:

11 Sep. 1830

Lady Maria Keppel, Quidenham, to Lady Leitrim.
There is a ‘... very strong report that Mr [Thomas
William] Coke [of Holkham, Norfolk] was to have a
peerage’, which has been contradicted by himself.

1831-2:
[1835?]:
N.D.

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Maria
Keppel, including:

23 Apr. 1831

Lady Maria Keppel, Quidenham, to Lady Leitrim. The
‘... critical state of Ireland’ makes English people think
this is the main obstacle to a dissolution of parliament.
‘... What a comfort it is’, George being at last
promoted lieutenant.

Ms. 36,047/21

6 Aug. 1832

Lady Maria Keppel, Quidenham, to Lord Leitrim,
Cumberland Place. ‘... As for hardy creepers, I am
very fond of the Ayrshire Rose, ‘though not new’.
Prebendary Wodehouse, ‘a fanciful man and reckoned
somewhat wavering’, declared himself last year a Reformer. She ‘had not
heard of his petition to the House of Lords, so I suppose it is from himself’.
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26 Dec. [1835?]

Lady Maria Keppel, Quidenham, to Lady Leitrim. She
is ‘... sorry to hear of Nathaniel’s disappointment in
the delay of ordination’. Everyone thought Lord
Tavistock was ‘doing a rash thing for his health in
having got hounds again’. She condoles with the Hills on having to wait so
long, and hopes ‘it may be followed by a pleasant appointment’.

Ms. 36,047/22

Feb. 1836Feb. 1838:
N.D.:
Jan.-Feb. 1839

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Maria
Keppel, including:

25 Dec. [1837?]

Lady Maria Keppel, Quidenham, to Lady Leitrim
describing a visit to Holkham. The house party
included the Duke of Sussex, Lady Cecilia Underwood
and Lord John Churchill, ‘with others more countrified
and unknown’. [For an (also undated) account of the same house party, see
Ms. 36,042/27.]

Ms.
36,048/1-12

c.1812-1833

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from their daughter,
Lady Caroline Clements/Burges, as follows:

Ms. 36,048/1

c.1812-14

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Caroline
Clements.

Ms. 36,048/2

1817-21:
N.D.

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Caroline
Clements, including:

18 June 1817

Lady Caroline Clements to Lord Leitrim about the
funeral arrangements for [the Dowager Lady Leitrim].
She is very glad to hear that Lord Clements has got
over ‘the last attack on his chest’. She reports on the
progress of her own and her brothers’ and sisters’ gardens. ‘... Nothing
more [has been] found out about the Beechgrove robbers’.
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1 Oct. 1821

Lady Caroline Clements, Paris, to Lord Leitrim,
4 Merrion Square, Dublin. She is ‘... very anxious to
hear how Sydney succeeds at Sandhurst. ... How does
Charles like going to Harrow?’ She spent the greater
part of the previous day at Clichy. There has been an improvement in
Maria’s health.

Ms. 36,048/3

1824

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Caroline
Clements.

Ms. 36,048/4

Oct. 1825

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Caroline
Clements, including:

Oct. 1825

Lady Caroline Clements, Marino [Clontarf,
Co. Dublin], to Lady Leitrim. She would ‘... have had
so much pleasure in going to Howth in the charavan
[sic]. It is the very picture of a pleasing machine, and
with four horses looks lovely. It would have delighted the children’. She is
‘... very anxious to know if Papa has received any intimation of the 85th
being Charles’s regiment’.

Ms. 36,048/5

Nov. 1825

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Caroline
Clements.

Ms. 36,048/6

Dec. 1825

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Caroline
Clements.

Ms. 36,048/7

1826 (mainly
Jan.): N.D.

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Caroline
Clements.

Ms. 36,048/8

1826 (Apr.
onwards): N.D.

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Caroline
Clements.
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Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Caroline
Clements including:

28 Sep. 1829

Lady Caroline Clements, Arklow, [Co. Wicklow], to
Lady Leitrim, Killadoon, about the difficulty of
finding accommodation in Glenmalure. ‘... Many
prayers and supplications’ got Lady Caroline and her
party fresh eggs, milk, bread and butter. A carriage accident was set right by
‘the young Messrs Kemmis with a detachment of men’. They had a ‘most
beautiful drive’ through the Vale of Avoca.

Ms. 36,048/10

1830

Letters to Lord Leitrim from Lady Caroline Clements.

Ms. 36,048/11

1832

Letters to Lord Leitrim from Lady Caroline Clements,
including:

15 Nov. 1832

Lady Caroline Clements to Lord Leitrim, Charlemont
House, Dublin, thanking him for his two kind letters.
She is not to see Mr Burges of [Parkanaur,
Castlecaulfeild, Co. Tyrone, whom she hoped to
marry] till a letter from Lady P[oulett, his rich aunt] has come.
‘... If an income of £800 a year could be made up, I think we should be very
comfortably off. I do not speak quite ignorantly, for that is what the George
Veseys have, and they have out of their income to pay rent for Cottage,
which is on the Thames, in a more expensive country than this is. It would
be a satisfaction to me if you could tell me what you will be able to do for
me. I am quite aware that it would be impossible for you to do much, but in
a very small income the smallest sums tell, and if we could make up £800 all
might be well. He has besides Lady P[oulett] another rich relation, but he
said nothing to me of expecting any thing from him. ...’

Ms. 36,048/12

Jan.-Apr. 1833:
Jan. 1839

Ms. 36,049/1-6 c.1830-39:

Killadoon List in NLI printed 20/11/07

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Caroline
Clements/Burges.

Family and personal letters to Lady Caroline Burges,

Page 278

KILLADOON PAPERS

DATE

Ms. 36,049/1

DESCRIPTION

1858

as follows:

c.1830-39

Originals, with one draft, of letters to Lady Caroline
from her father, Lord Leitrim, including:

[post-Aug. 1830]

Lord Leitrim to Lady Caroline Clements
congratulating her on being convalescent, though she
‘must for some time consider yourself still as an
invalid’. He has much business to deal with on
account of [Austin] Cooper’s death [in August 1830].
Nov. 1832

Lord Leitrim to Lady Caroline Clements declining to
advise her about marriage or otherwise, as he is
‘totally ignorant’ of Mr Burges’s character and habits,
and as ‘... you are of an age now to judge for yourself’.

Ms. 36,049/2

c.1832-3

Letters to Lady Caroline from her fiancé/husband,
John Ynyr Burges of Parkanaur.

Ms. 36,049/3

c.1832-3

Letters to Lady Caroline and to Burges from
miscellaneous correspondents on their
engagement/marriage.

Ms. 36,049/4

c.1832-3

Letters to Lady Caroline and to Burges from
miscellaneous correspondents on their
engagement/marriage.

Ms. 36,049/5

1834: 1839

Three letters to Lady Caroline Burges from her
brother, Lord Clements, including:

9 Jan. [1839]

Clements, Elvidges, to Lady Caroline asking her to
obtain more information from Lord Ferrard about Mr
Law; Law was dismissed abruptly from Lord
Annesley’s agency, but from what Law has told
Clements (some details are given) his achievements on the Annesley estate
are a strong recommendation of him as Clements’s agent.
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Ms. 36,049/6

c.1858

Letters to Lady Caroline Burges from her aunt, Lady
Elizabeth Clements.

Ms.
36,050/1-13

c.1814-1833: 1838

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from their daughter,
Lady Elizabeth Clements, as follows:

Ms. 36,050/1

c.1814-15

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Elizabeth
Clements, including:

5 July 1815

Lady Elizabeth Clements, London, to Lord Leitrim,
Saracen’s Head, Beaconsfield, [Bucks.] There is a
report of the Duke of Wellington having taken
Peronne. ‘... Grandmama’s two French officers left
England yesterday to join Louis. When they left her, they kissed her hand
and she thought she saw tears in their eyes’.

Ms. 36,050/2

Apr. 1817:
N.D.

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Elizabeth
Clements.

Ms. 36,050/3

May 1817

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Elizabeth
Clements.

Ms. 36,050/4

1-1- June 1817

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Elizabeth
Clements.

Ms. 36,050/5

11-18 June 1817

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Elizabeth
Clements.

Ms. 36,050/6

19 June3 July 1817

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Elizabeth
Clements.
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Ms. 36,050/7

[1817?]

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Elizabeth
Clements.

Ms. 36,050/8

[1817?]

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Elizabeth
Clements.

Ms. 36,050/9

1821: Sep.Dec. 1825:
N.D.

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Elizabeth
Clements, including:

4 Sep. [1821?]

Lady Elizabeth Clements, Paris, to Lord Leitrim,
2 Grosvenor Square, London. ‘... We have been very
uneasy about [Lord] Clements, who is now quite
recovered’. A ‘vacant place [is] preparing gradually’
in [Lord] Caulfeild’s heart for ‘the next fair Miss that may arrive here’.
Lady Morgan’s book is ‘filled with her own bad jokes’.
Sep. 1825

Lady Elizabeth Clements to Lady Leitrim. She
‘... heard beautiful music at St Patrick’s on Sunday’.
She plans to take ‘Mel.’ to Co. Wicklow for a change
of air at a place belonging to ‘Toole, the nursery man’,
which has been recommended by [Dr Philip] Crampton [the family doctor].
18 Oct. 1825

Lady Elizabeth Clements, Marino, [near Dublin], to
Lady Leitrim, Rosshill, Cong, [Co. Mayo]. She
‘... thought we should have seen Sir Osborne and Lady
Gibbes ruralizing at Bray, as they are living there over
a huckster’s shop’. Lady Elizabeth has been on a visit to Kilruddery, where
a ‘beautiful terrace walk and green slopes’ about the house have been made
by Lord Meath.
[1825?]

Lady Elizabeth Clements, Marino, to Lady Leitrim.
Lady D[uncannon] ‘... looked very benevolent and I
suppose is so, for Aunt C[harlemont] says that her
subject is schools’. Emily [Caulfeild] and Lady
Elizabeth ‘... had the good fortune of narrowly escaping meeting Mrs
Lindsay, Lady Domvile and Major Caulfeild’.
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Ms. 36,050/10

Apr.-May 1827:
N.D.

Letters to Lord Leitrim from Lady Elizabeth Clements.

Ms. 36,050/11

Sep. 1829: JuneAug. 1830

Letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from Lady Elizabeth
Clements, including:

17 [June? 1830?]

Lady Elizabeth Clements, [London], to Lord Leitrim,
[Charlemont House].

‘... This is the day that Maria is to land, and I am so
anxious to know what she and Crampton decide upon whether she is to go to Killadoon, and if so, what is the result, that as you
may well imagine I can think of little else.
In answer to what you say about Lady Charlemont, my mother wrote to her
so much that she is acquainted with all the principal details [of Lady
Leitrim’s mental illness], and though I fully agree with you that one cannot
trust either to her discretion or her judgement, I do not apprehend much
danger at present of her saying anything that you would dislike. My mother
is very seldom mentioned. Her conversation to her visitors is most utterly
frivolous and uninteresting, and she, poor thing, is obviously hardly
conscious of what she is saying. She generally says to her [?indifferees] that
my mother has not been well, did not feel equal to undertake a journey and
that we have come over for a short time to see her and our aunts. Those who
take a greater interest in our unfortunate family show it by abstaining from
any enquiries. ...
I intend to get my aunts to take us to Sir T. Lawrence’s house some
morning. Neither Lord nor Lady C[harlemont] have ever mentioned the
picture [of Lady Emily Caulfeild?] or anything. I believe that it is in a state
which could afford very little interest to posses, except that in general
people would be anxious to rescue it from the possibility of becoming the
property of others. The portrait by Ross is, I daresay, also still with him.
Lord B. got a copy of it made some time ago for Theodosia, which I have
seen. The head is quite sufficiently finished, and has a considerable degree
of likeness. [Letter apparently incomplete.]’
26 Sep. 1829
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Co. Wicklow], to Lady Leitrim, Killadoon. Their
party ‘... slept pretty well, though there were only three
pairs of sheets between the five’. They went boating
on the lough before dinner. She does not envy the Misses Crampton ‘shut
up there ever since May’.

Ms. 36,050/12

1832-3

Letters to Lord Leitrim from Lady Elizabeth Clements,
including:

5 Jan. 1832

Lady Elizabeth Clements, Elm Park [her aunt and
uncle, the Charlemonts’, house at Killylea,
Co. Armagh], to Lord Leitrim, Killadoon. Her aunt
and uncle are ‘... likely to be beggars next summer for
a few cuttings, seeds, etc. ... Though the Primate’s gardens and gardener are
the most celebrated in the country, I am quite sure that we should find the
Ladies B[eresford] very stingy’. They had a ‘... very elegant’ sermon from
Dr Robinson, who is celebrated as a violent Orangeman and a great
astronomer. ...’ A new church is to be opened at Killylea. ‘... They say that
they cannot build churches fast enough here for the protestant
congregations’.
9 Jan. 1833

Lady Elizabeth Clements, Elm Park, to Lord Leitrim,
Killadoon.

‘... Sir Thomas Molyneux and his son dined here
yesterday. I should say, from as much as one can
judge at first sight, that they will not prove very great acquisitions to the
county. The General does not intend to build at Castledillon, but says that
his son may in future, and the son is by way of being well pleased with their
new acquisition. ...’
16 Jan. 1833

Lady Elizabeth Clements, Elm Park, to Lord Leitrim,
Killadoon.

‘... I find that Caroline and Uncle C[harlemont] have
agreed to put the final arrangements of her business
[marrying or not marrying Burges] entirely into your hands, which I cannot
help regretting on your account ... . He [Burges or Lord Charlemont?] says
that Lady Poulett’s man of business says that she intends to excuse him
£200 a year, which with Mrs Perry’s allowance and Caroline’s own £250
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makes out very nearly the thousand, which I think I have heard Uncle C. say
was what you and my mother lived upon when you were M.P. and lived in
town and had a title and many other encumbrances. ...’
[There are several more letters about the marriage.]
[1833?]

Lady Elizabeth Clements, Elm Park, to Lord Leitrim.
It is ‘... most fortunate that Charles has at last got his
company’. Her evening’s conversation with the Dean
of Armagh was ‘rather annoying’, and on the subject
of threats to the clergy and landlords in Co. Tyrone. Sir Hugh Stewart’s
estate [at Ballygawley, Co. Tyrone?] is let at 35/- per Irish acre, ‘and that not
good land’.

Ms. 36,050/13

1838: N.D.

Letter and tail-end of a letter to Lord Leitrim from
Lady Elizabeth Clements. The letter of 1838 is as
follows:

23 Aug. 1838

Lady Elizabeth Clements, 2 Wellington Place,
Tunbridge Wells, to Lord Leitrim, [France].

‘My dearest Father, I have just received your most
agreeable and welcome letter from Barèges, which I
hasten to thank you for, and I turn at once to the subject just now uppermost
in my mind, the startling news which I received yesterday from Francis, that
he had actually proposed to, and been accepted by, a certain Miss King,
whose name or existence I had never before heard of. He told me that he
had written to you the night before - so you are of course au fait. I suppose
that, to you, he has entered upon the sublunary topic of worldly prospects,
but to me, in the enumeration of her perfections, money is the only thing not
adverted to; and yet he says repeatedly in the course of his letter “write
quick, and tell me what you think my father will say”. I say that, at such a
distance, of course money is the only subject upon which you can form an
opinion, and therefore I am quite in the dark as to what you will say.
For my own part, the news made me very low - unaccountably so, unless
from the prospect of so near a connection with a person I not only do not
know, but have never heard named, nor have I any definite prospect of
knowing her. But I try to shake off this selfish view of the case, and try to
enter into his expressions of happiness, and the, as he says, “unprejudiced”
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account which he gives of her perfections. He accounts for never having
mentioned her, or her father, even when I was with him, by saying that he
was afraid to speak of them, lest he should let out his secret. The
consequence is unpleasant, as if I had any suspicion, I should by this time
have made some enquiries, and known something about her or her family which might have induced me to get over the regret with which I hear in the
abstract of a projet de marriage, as my opinion is that it [marriage] much
impedes the usefulness of a clergyman, cripples his resources, preoccupies
his time and attention and leads, at best, to promotion from parish to parish,
which I do not like, etc, etc. I expounded all this to him when I was at
Tartaraghan, and told him that I did not join in the family wish of his
speedily finding a wife: that, if he or any other of my brothers were so
unfortunate as to have an attachment, I of course must wish them success in
any pursuit that they were anxious about; but that, otherwise, I thought him,
at least for some years, much better as he was; and that I thought he could be
much more independent and useful unmarried. He then said, “but how do
you know that there is not a person?” and he then added something about
Harris knowing the person. But I thought very little about it, as I fancied he
said it chiefly to make me curious.
Lord Wicklow and Harriet Howard [Wicklow’s daughter or sister?] are here.
Just now they have come to us for three days from Brighton. Lady C. has
just told me that Lord W. knows something about the Kings; that he believes
them to be connections of his and Lord Charlemont’s through a Lady Erne,
who he says married a clergyman in the north of the name of King. Francis
in his account of them to me dwells much upon the perfectly ladylike
manners both of the fair lady herself and of the family - which I have no
doubt is the case, as I think he is fastidious about manner. He says much,
too, about her usefulness in her father’s parish - which would be all very
well if I agreed with those who think a clergyman’s wife as good as another
curate. I cannot think so; but I am happy to hear that she is well disposed,
and likely to be willing to assist him.
And now I should not have bored you with my comments so much at length,
if I had anything else to say, but except a change to bad weather, which is
unlucky for Harriet Howard’s visit, Tunbridge Wells is quite unprovided
with a topic. ... [Harriet Howard appears to have written a book called
Gideon, which] meets with great success. But she does not appear at all
flattered or puffed up by the complimentary letters which they have received
from many friends. They are going to Ireland next week to remain a couple
of months.
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There is a certain Mr Taylor here [William Stephens Taylor], married to one
of Lord Thomond’s daughters [Lady Sarah O’Brien], whom Lady C.
pronounces to be very clever and agreeable. She and Lord Wicklow dined
at Mrs Tighe’s yesterday, where they met him - as also the Stanleys and
Poltimores, which form the whole of the societé I can hear of - and a Mr and
Mrs Berkeley. He a brother of Lady Hardy’s. Caroline was to get out of
town yesterday. She writes me word that she is better for her doctoring.
Charles is gone down to Quidenham. I have not yet heard of [Lord]
Clements since he went to Ireland. I suppose, when he hears of this Mrs
Francis, he will be the first to report upon her [see Ms. 36,035/38]. Caroline
is not likely to be in Ireland for a long time.’

Ms. 36,051/1-7 1795-39

Correspondence between Mary
Bermingham/Clements, Countess of Leitrim, and Mlle
Victoire de Sellon, Chateau d’Alleman, ‘par Rolle’,
Switzerland, who later married [the Duc de] ClermontTonnerre, as follows:

Ms. 36,051/1

1795-c.1797

Originals [which must have been returned by Mlle de
Sellon or her family] of letters from Mary
Bermingham to her, written from Carlsbad and various
other places visited by the Bermingham family on their
Continental travels.

Ms. 36,051/2

1795-c.1797

Originals of letters from Mary Bermingham to Mlle de
Sellon, written from Carlsbad and various other places
visited by the Bermingham family on their Continental
travels.

Ms. 36,051/3

1797-1802

Originals of letters from Mary Bermingham to Mlle de
Sellon, written after Mary Bermingham’s return to
Ireland in 1797, and including:

[1802?]

Copy of a letter from Lord Clements to Mlle de Sellon.
‘Lady Clements accoucha avant hier d’une fille le plus
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heureusement possible, et elles se portent toutes les
deux on ne peut pas mieux ...’. He mentions that Lady
Clements regards Mlle de Sellon as ‘la première amie de sa jeunesse’.
[The Clementses’ daughter, Lady Elizabeth, whose second christian name
was Victoire, was called after Mlle de Sellon (see Ms. 36,053/5).]
Ms. 36,051/4

c.1795-1802

Non-contemporary [c.1900?] copies of most of the
foregoing, [a couple of the copies possibly in the
handwriting of Eléonore, Mrs H.J.B. Clements].

Ms. 36,051/5

1800-18

Letters to Lady Clements/Leitrim, and to Lord Leitrim,
from Victoire de Sellon/de Clermont-Tonnerre, and
from other members of her and the Clermont-Tonnerre
family.

Ms. 36,051/6

1820-31:
1839

Letters to Lady Clements/Leitrim, and to Lord Leitrim,
from Victoire de Sellon/de Clermont-Tonnerre, and
from other members of her and the Clermont-Tonnerre
family.

Ms. 36,051/7

N.D.
[c.1800-40]

Letters to Lady Clements/Leitrim, and to Lord Leitrim,
from Victoire de Sellon/de Clermont-Tonnerre, and
from other members of her and the Clermont-Tonnerre
family.

Ms. 36,052/1-4 1788-1839

Personal letters to Mary Bermingham, Lady
Clements/Leitrim, from miscellaneous friends, mostly
made on her Continental travels with her parents up to
1797 (or via Victoire de Sellon/Clermont-Tonnerre
thereafter), who all write to her (and to Lord Leitrim), in French, as
follows:

Ms. 36,052/1

1788-96

Letters to Mary Bermingham from Continental friends.

Ms. 36,052/2

1800-1817?

Letters to Mary Bermingham from Continental friends,
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including Louise de Stolberg, Countess of Albany
[widow of ‘Bonnie Prince Charlie’].

Ms. 36,052/3

1820-31

Letters, mainly to Lord Leitrim, from French friends
and acquaintances.

Ms. 36,052/4

N.D. [c.1810c.1830]

Letters, mainly to Lord Leitrim, from French friends
and acquaintances.

Ms.
36,053/1-19

1789-1855

Personal correspondence and papers of Lord Leitrim,
as follows:

Ms. 36,053/1

1789-91

Ms. 36,053/2

1792-6:
1835-7

Letters to Clements/Leitrim from Thomas Bee.

Ms. 36,053/3

1800: 1800-12

Letters to Lord Clements/Leitrim from the Rev.
Samuel Glasse, Sackville Street, Dublin, including:

Letters to the Hon. Nathaniel Clements from Thomas
Bee of Charleston, South Carolina, who had been his
contemporary at Oxford. Bee graduated in law, but
apparently did not practise in South Carolina. Instead,
he engaged in rice and indigo planting, without much enthusiasm.

Feb. [1812?]

[Rev.] Samuel Glasse to Leitrim, Killadoon. He hopes
soon to repay Leitrim’s loan of £50 towards the reissue
of The Magistrate’s Assistant, edited by Glasse.
Glasse’s son is about to marry Major-General Hay’s
eldest daughter, who is ‘reputed to be everything that is amiable, prudent,
pious’.

Ms. 36,053/4

c.1810: 1826:
1838
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Glendalough, later Dean of Achonry, and Mrs
Langrishe, [whose daughter married in 1836 one
Nathaniel Gore, a distant cousin of Lord Leitrim].

Ms. 36,053/5

1766: c.1775:
1831: 1855

Letters, baptismal entries, etc, giving genealogical
information about the Clements family, including:

1766

Contemporary copy of a letter from Lewis Alberie,
Marquis of Clement du Mey, captain of carabiniers in
the Count of Provence’s regiment, Angers, to ‘Sir
[Henry Theophilus? Clements].

Though I have not the honour of being known to you, yet I glory in being
related to you, and I have for a long time past wished for an opportunity
to have some correspondence with my relations in Ireland, and I flatter
myself I may set you in the number of them. With great pleasure, I lay
hold of the token of friendship given to me by Mr Nesbitt, who is so kind
[as] to offer to remit to you this letter.
We are of the same House and family, and though the branches are
separated as you will see by the enclosed writing, yet this will not lessen
the desire I have of being acquainted with you ... . Mr Nesbitt knows my
way of thinking and will vouch for the sincerity of them [sic].
Supposing the case should happen that we should be in opposite armies,
and that you or any other person of your House should ... be prisoners of
war, ... I should ... wait upon you ... to render you all the services in my
power ..., and this I mention in return to [sic] the civilities and good
treatment I have received at Minden, when I was ... taken prisoner ... .
By the enclosed paper you may perhaps know something of the Clement
who hath lately [?ruled] France. I can prove the title [back] to him, but
further we have no knowledge. Be so good [as] to let me know if I belong
to your House. ... It would not be surprising if our arms were in some
manner different, as our ancestors must have received them from the time
of the holy war.’
The ‘enclosed paper’ states that the Marquis was born in 1734 and was
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appointed a page to the King of France in 1747. It starts: ‘In the
beginning of the twelfth century, Robert Clement came over from Ireland
to France and was chosen to be governor to King Philip Augustus, and
afterwards was named prime minister and regent of the kingdom during
the minority of the said King. ...
I have not had time to set down this descent name by name, as I intended,
Mr Nesbitt leaving this place tomorrow. If the Messieurs Clement require
to have this pedigree, I shall forward it to them, and shall always be ready
to obey their commands.’
[c.1775]

Baptismal details of the 1st Earl of Leitrim’s children:

‘Anne Clements, daughter to Robert and Elizabeth
Clements, was born in Dublin on ... the 20th of
September 1766. Her godfather and godmothers were
the Rt Hon. Nathaniel Clements, Anne Countess of Massereene and Mrs
Gore.
Nathaniel Clements was born on ... the 9th of May 1768. His godfathers
and godmother were the Rt Hon. Nathaniel Clements, Clotworthy Earl of
Massereene and Margaret Countess of Barrymore.
William Thomas Clements was born on ... the 20th of May 1769. His
godfathers were William Gore, Bishop of Elphin, [and the] Rt Hon.
Thomas Conolly, and his godmother Mrs Clements.
Elizabeth Hannah Clements was born on ... the 23rd of July 1771. Her
godfather ... [was] ... General Sandford, her godmothers Catherine
Countess of Antrim and Theodosia Viscountess Clanwilliam.
Louisa Mary Anne Clements was born ... the 20th of May 1773. Her
godfather [was] the Rt Hon. Anthony Malone, her godmothers the
Countess Dowager of Kildare and Countess of Donegall.
Caroline Elizabeth Letitia Clements was born on ... the 5th of November
1780. Her godfathers [were] Lord Russborough and Henry Theophilus
Clements, [and] her godmothers Lady Antrim and Mrs Burton, now Lady
Conyngham.’
22 Dec. 1831
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Leitrim.
‘Maria Anne Clements: Mary Mrs Bermingham; Anne
Dowager Countess of Massereene; Robert Earl of
Leitrim.
Elizabeth Victoire Clements: Elizabeth Countess of Leitrim; Victoire
Duchesse de Clermont-Tonnerre; Francis William Earl of Charlemont.
Caroline Clements: Caroline Viscountess Sydney; Anne Countess of
Charlemont; Mr [John] Clements of 43 Upper Grosvenor Street, London.
[Lord] Clements: Hon. Robert Clotworthy Clements; Henry Earl of
Massereene; the Lady Anne Clements.
William Sydney Clements: the Hon. William Skeffington; John Thomas
Viscount Sydney; the Lady Elizabeth Clements.
Charles Skeffington Clements: Chichester Earl of Massereene; Sir
Benjamin Chapman, Bt; the Marchioness Conyngham.
George Robert Anson Clements: Robert Stearne Tighe; Viscount Anson;
the Lady Louisa Clements; Mrs Bermingham.
Francis Nathaniel Clements: Francis William Earl of Charlemont; the Earl
of Shannon; Harriet Viscountess Massereene.’

Ms. 36,053/6

1790: 1794:
c.1810

Ms. 36,053/7

1810-32

Copies of celebrated letters reflecting shame or
derision on Lords Aldborough and Clare and on Lady
Caroline Lamb.

Letters to Lord Leitrim from miscellaneous
correspondents about books and literary matters,
including the Rev. Edward Berwick with a printed
obituary [by Berwick?] of Francis Hardy (author of the
Life of the 1st Earl of Charlemont), 1812.
[Berwick’s] obituary of Hardy is as follows:
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‘Died at Cookstown, in the county of Wicklow, in the sixty-first year of
his age, on Friday, July the 24th, 1812, Francis Hardy Esq., who
represented in parliament the town of Mullingar for the space of eighteen
years, from the year 1782 to the year 1800; during which time he voted on
every constitutional question which occurred in that important period, for
what he considered to be the real interest of his country, to which he was
for his whole life sincerely attached; and his conduct in the House of
Commons was always such as acquired the fullest approbation, not only
of his noble patron, the Earl of Granard, by whose interest he was
returned to parliament, but that of every honest man in the kingdom.
Such disinterested conduct in parliament cannot soon be forgotten; and
though Mr Hardy might have obtained most lucrative situations, not only
in the administration of the Duke of Rutland, but in that of Lord Camden,
and particularly at the time of the Union, he rejected with dignity and
firmness every overture made to him ... .
His speeches in parliament were [made] only on important occasions, and
were, such as will be always read with pleasure and advantage, because
they are the productions of an honest mind, adorned with classical and
parliamentary information. During his whole life (the latter part of which
was mostly spent in providing for the morrow, and even that amidst
various vexations and sorrows, known only to a few) he never neglected
the cultivation of his mind, that was enriched with every kind of elegant
and polite literature, in which his knowledge was almost universal, and
his communications of it so copious, that no one who lived in habits of
social intercourse with him ever left his company without regret ... . As a
companion, indeed, he was unrivalled. His information on all subjects
was extensive; his anecdotes, with which he abounded, were always the
anecdotes of a gentleman and a scholar; and the pleasantry of his wit, of
which he had an inexhaustible fund, was such as would have been
relished by a Swift or an Addison. To such as knew him in domestic life,
and in the happier hours of uninterrupted health and social gaiety, he was
always gentle, always polite, always amiable, always instructive ... .
For the last twenty years of his life, he lived in the very vicinity of the
amiable family of Tinnehinch [Henry Grattan’s villa], whose constant
attention and friendly cares were never for a moment interrupted ... . His
Life of Lord Charlemont, as a perfect model of elegant biography, will be
prized as long as good sense, good taste and genuine principles of
government are prized by mankind. He has left a wife and three children
to bewail his loss, whose situation, without the cheering consolation and
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timely assistance of such a father, will be deeply and sorely felt by them.
By his death, a place at the Board of Appeals becomes vacant, which late
in life, and the addition to it, too late for his enjoyment, was all the
recompense he ever received for his unsullied patriotism, and which was
solely obtained by the interest of his early and unaltered friends, the
present Earl of Granard and his inestimable Countess, whose kindness for
him through life never suffered an abatement. They will long regret his
loss, together with every man who is a friend to his country or to
literature. His remains were conveyed to Kilcommon, in the county of
Wicklow, on Wednesday morning, the family burial-place of the late Rev.
Jeremiah Symes of Ballybeg, whose daughter he married, and who
survives him. Ballybeg was the place where Mr Hardy spent some of the
most delightful days of his life ...’.
The bundle also includes:
11 Mar. 1824

Sydney, [Lady] Morgan, Kildare Street, Dublin, to
Leitrim. She has not decided on writing another novel,
having been ‘... so ill-used, both by friends and
enemies, with regard to Florence Macarthy’. Colburn
is preparing a second edition of her Salvator Rosa.

Ms. 36,053/8

c.1812

Letters and papers, in Italian or French, presumably
deriving from a foreign mission or foreign travels of a
member of the Clements family.

Ms. 36,053/9

1819-38

Recipés and remedies.

Ms. 36,053/10

c.1820

Bits of paper on which [Lord and Lady Leitrim?] have
recorded the weights of various family members and
friends.

Ms. 36,053/11

c.1828: [c.1840]

Lists of Lady Leitrim’s and Lady Maria Keppel’s
clothes, 1828, and sketch of a picture-hang [on one
wall of the drawing-room at Killadoon, c.1840?].
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Personal letters to the Hon. Nathaniel Clements/Lord
Clements/Lord Leitrim and his wife, before as well as
after their marriage, including:

4 Aug. 1790

F[rederick] M[orton] E[den], [2nd Bt], Turin, to the
Hon. Nathaniel Clements [an Oxford friend of Eden’s],
Lord Leitrim’s, Old Bond Street, London, re-directed
to Tunbridge Wells, describing Eden’s progress from
Paris to Lyon to Geneva to Turin, the mobs, riots and disturbances he has
seen in France, the antiquities of Lyons, etc, etc.
Eden attended the National Assembly in Paris, which was ‘... no more like
our House of Commons than the croaking of ravens or chattering of
magpies is like a rational conversation’. English posting is not superior to
French, and Eden has been surprised at the goodness of the roads. His
companion and he were twice stopped by National Guards. ‘... Would
you not be surprised to see officers walk about the town with fans?’
[1791–2]

Mrs Isabella Payne, formerly Elliott, to ‘Dearest Miss
Bermingham’, reminding her of their walks together in
Dresden, and announcing her marriage to Mr Payne of
Sulby, Northamptonshire. She is now very happy
‘walking about green fields, admiring hedges, inhaling English air very
assiduously’.
6 Oct. [1800?]

Mrs L[ouisa] Ponsonby [wife of William Brabazon
Ponsonby], Bishopscourt, [Straffan, Co. Kildare], to
Lord Clements inviting Lord and Lady Clements to
Bishopscourt.

‘... If you do come, which I am determined to think you will, you must
prepare Lady C. for shattered sashes, propped staircases, etc, etc. The
house could hardly grow worse, but you may believe it is not the better
for having been uninhabited for two years and a half, neither have I the
inducement of hunting to tempt you. I therefore depend entirely on that
good nature and kindness which I have always experience from you ...’.

Ms. 36,053/13

1811–20
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The Rev. Dr Edward Berwick and Mrs Berwick,
Esker, [Lucan, Co. Dublin], to Lord Leitrim,
Charlemont House, Dublin.

‘... We both thank God for Lady Leitrim’s amendment,
and pray that it may be permanent. ... We have been most warmly
interested about her Ladyship and most deeply felt for your Lordship, and
I trust in the Almighty that many years of happiness are reserved for you
both. ...’
18 June 1812

[The 4th] Earl of Darnley, Berkeley Square, [London],
to Lords Leitrim and Charlemont, about a dispute
between Lord Darnley and his [kinsman], Robert
Bligh, for whom Lords Leitrim and Charlemont are
‘joint sureties’.

[c.18 June 1812] [General the Hon.] Charles Stewart [later 3rd
Marquess of Londonderry, Lord Darnley’s brother-inlaw] to Lord Leitrim about this dispute, which appears
to relate to something that was published long ago.
28 May 1816

Lady Louisa Conolly, Castletown, [Celbridge,
Co. Kildare], to Lord Leitrim, Cumberland Place,
London, condoling with him, in very gushing terms,
on the death ‘of an angel such as your sister was. The
recollection of all her goodness is a balm to the heart. ... Your dear mother
is so uppermost in my thoughts that I am alive to great apprehensions as
to the effect it may have on her. She must be already almost worn down
with anxiety, and possibly may not have sufficient strength for the hard
struggle of supporting herself under this heavy blow. ...’
20 July 1820

[Lord] Lovaine [later 2nd Earl of Beverley and 5th
Duke of Northumberland], Genoa, to Lord Leitrim.

‘... I left Lady Charlemont in good health and spirits,
notwithstanding the revolution, which in its planning,
execution and consequences hitherto, is the most extraordinary we have
yet seen or heard of. The treachery of the chiefs exceeds all former
treason. ... The entrance of the provincial militia and peasantry on the 9th
created some alarm, which the appearance of the latter was not calculated
to remove, for these excellent constitutionalists might have sat to Salvator
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Rosa. Unfortunately, they have chosen the worst constitution which in
this constitution-mongering age has appeared, namely the Spanish. The
government has not much consistency or power - I mean the new
administration - and I fear the system which has produced the explosion
will tend to impede the constitution itself as effected. This is the
Carbonari or secret societies, in which they say about 80,000 Neapolitans
enrolled. Being bound by oath to obey their superiors, it depends on those
superiors whether the government shall be obeyed or not.’

Ms. 36,053/14

1822–30

Personal letters to Lord and Leitrim from
miscellaneous correspondents, including:

18 Feb. 1822

The Marchioness of Bute, Rome, to Lord Leitrim.
‘... I sincerely hope Lady Leitrim and your son will
recover in the mild and salubrious climate of Nice’.
She refers to the ‘crowd of English’ in Italy (naming
about twenty friends and acquaintances). ‘Is it true that Lord Conyngham
is to be a Duke?’
19 Apr. 1826

Jane Davy, Hotel des Ambassadeurs, Grenoble,
[France], to Leitrim, Maison Bardis, Nice (Maritime).
The ‘... scenery [was] always improving on [her] three
days’ journey from Aix to Gap’. The refreshing places
are simple, poor alehouses’. She came from Gap to Grenoble on ‘a
tremendous day of 16½ hours for 13 posts’. She saw Toulon arsenal
‘conveniently and pleasantly’ with Lord Carnarvon.
14 Nov. 1830

[General] Sir Herbert Taylor [private secretary to the
King], St James’s Palace, to Lady Leitrim. He hopes
that Lord Skelmersdale and his family will make her
son’s [W.S. Clements] quarters at Bolton le Moors
[Yorkshire] ‘more agreeable’. His own duties are ‘extremely confining
and harassing’.

Ms. 36,053/15

1831–54

Personal letters to Lord and Lady Leitrim from
miscellaneous correspondents, including:

10 Jan. 1839

William Wickham, Montpelier, France, to Lord
Leitrim, Rome. ‘... Neither changes nor progress of
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any kind’ have altered Wickham’s opinion, formed 35
years ago, of the main cause of Irish unrest. [As Chief
Secretary, 1802-4, Wickham had been so moved by Robert Emmet’s
defence that he had had some kind of nervous breakdown and resigned his
office.] He hopes to be in London at Whitsun and then to meet Leitrim.

Ms. 36,053/16

c.1790-1820

Poetry

Ms. 36,053/17

c.1790-1820

Poetry

Ms. 36,053/18

c.1790-1820

Poetry

Ms. 36,053/19

c.1790-1820

Poetry

IV Correspondence of the 2nd Earl of Leitrim about politics, patronage, elections,
militia and local government, 1793-1854

IV.i The Co. Donegal Militia
Ms. 36,054/1

1793-5

Commissions signed by, and four letters to, Lord
Clements’s predecessor as colonel of the Donegal
Militia, William Burton Conyngham of Slane Castle,
Co. Meath, including:

17 Apr. [1793]

Wybrants Olphert, Ballyconnell, [Co. Donegal], to
[Conyngham].

‘I have received your letter respecting the appointment
of Deputy Governors for this county agreeable to the
Militia Act. I confess myself not to be so sanguine an advocate for that
bill as many other gentlemen appear to be. The abstract principle of it is
certainly right: the landed interest ought to guard and protect the peace
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and good order of the state. But I am much mistaken if many difficulties
will not be found in carrying it properly into effect in this kingdom. The
circumstances of the country, so different from England, must occasion
some, and others may arise from some of the clauses in the act.
That respecting Deputy Governors is one that I allude to. The Governors
of any county could not be called upon to attend to all the business of
array, etc. It was too much for them, and deputies or assistants were
absolutely necessary. These, however, the Governor or Governors might
choose, and recommend such as they considered proper to serve in that
capacity, and their recommendation in my opinion should have been
qualification sufficient. Had I been called upon in this way, I should have
most cheerfully engaged myself, nor regarded any trouble it might have
occasioned to me. At present, I feel but little disposed to register myself
in the clerk of the peace’s book [as] one of the recruiting sergeants for the
militia, the office being in reality no other than that, cover it with what
[high-]sounding title you may, and to become subject to conditions, not
flattering certainly, perhaps penal. ...
The clause also that levies a penalty from the county for any men that are
deficient and, in case of the grand jury refusing to present such, forbids
any other presentments to be [?granted], is I think very objectionable.
This was already attempted by a revenue act, and with but little
advantage, as it must ever be again whenever tried for any other purpose.
This renders both the merit and the popularity of the bill, in my opinion,
doubtful at best, and affords matter for objection to the enemies of it, who
may say that this looks like an arbitrary act of police rather than a free and
voluntary union of good citizens, which a militia ought to be composed
of. ...’
18 Apr. 1793

Copy of a letter from Anthony Coane, Donegal, to
Thomas Clarke, Clerk of the Peace for Co. Donegal,
providing his qualifications under the terms of the
Militia Act, to serve as a Deputy-Governor [i.e. going
through the procedure objected to by Olphert].

At the bottom of the paper, Clarke has noted: ‘A copy for the Rt Hon.
Lord Leitrim, Custos Rotulorum, Co. Donegal.’
20 Apr. 1793
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the Governors of the county’, but actually signed by all
of them, headed by the Earl of Ross as the senior
Governor.

Ms. 36,054/2

post-17 June
1796

Long memo. by Lord Clements of his audience with
the Lord Lieutenant, Lord Camden, about the terms on
which Clements would accept the colonelcy, following
Conyngham’s death.

The Lord Lieutenant sent for him on 17 June and said ‘... he must apprise
me that he had heard that my principles were in opposition to the King’s
Ministers, but that he did suppose, notwithstanding I had not been in the
habit of supporting government or attending the House of Commons last
session, by my wishing to have the command of the Donegal Regiment, I
intended in future to support government: otherwise, standing in the
situation in which he did, he should think himself highly culpable to
dispose of the favours of the crown to a person who was hostile to
government.
To this I answered that, whatever opinion I might entertain either of the
character or conduct of Mr Pitt and the rest of the ministry in England, as
a member of the Irish Parliament I never should be biassed by that
opinion; that whether Mr Pitt subsidised the King of Sardinia or made a
loan to the Emperor, were questions with which I had no concern as an
Irishman, whatever my opinion might be of their policy; that with respect
to the war, however I might have doubted the policy of it as an
Englishman, as an Irishman I never had had but one opinion on it, which
was that, Ireland having repeatedly declared she would stand and [sic - or]
fall by Great Britain, we were bound by every principle of friendship and
good faith to support her in it; that on that principle I had uniformly
supported the war as well as every measure connected with that question;
that it was certainly both my intention and principle in general to support
the King’s government, but that I must say at the same time that there
certainly were questions which possibly might be agitated which I did not
consider as government questions, and on which I was not prepared to
pledge myself that I would take the same part that government might do,
and I instanced the Catholic question as a question of that nature ... .
The Lord Lieutenant expressed himself sorry to hear this declaration, as
he certainly considered the Catholic question as a government
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question ... . I observed that he must be aware that several of the warmest
friends and strongest adherents to government had upon that question
divided against them, and yet that in so doing they had never been
considered as having committed an act of hostility to government. He
replied it was true, but that several gentlemen had inadvertently pledged
themselves during the administration of Lord Fitzwilliam under a
misconception of the intentions of government. I observed that, whether
that was the case or no, they would probably consider themselves equally
pledged whenever the question came to be agitated again, having once
taken a decided part. ...
He [said he was] ... very sorry that I had mentioned the Catholic question
at all, as it was not his intention to pin me down to this or that particular
question, but merely to know in general whether I intended to support
government, but that having mentioned it, I had laid him under a
difficulty which he did not well know how to get over. I answered ... that
with respect to the Catholic question, which seemed to have made so
much impression on him, though I would not pledge myself to oppose it,
it by no means followed that I should support it; that when it was agitated
before, I had not voted upon it at all, nor should I probably if it was
agitated again, which was not likely soon to happen ...; [and] that when
the militia was first established, the government, ... very properly
considering it ought not to be made a party question, had disposed of
several regiments not only to persons who were not in the habit of
supporting government, but also to persons who were actually in
opposition at the time and who had continued to take a strong part against
them ever since ... .
Lord Camden, after considering for some time, said he allowed that there
was a difference between a militia regiment and an office under
government, that the only difficulty he was under was what I had
mentioned relative to the C. question, that he wished very much for the
reasons he had before given that the subject had never been mentioned,
but that, however, as he wished to oblige both L[eitrim] and me, and was
convinced I meant to give him a fair and handsome support, he would
take no notice of what I had said, and begged it might be understood as if
no conversation at all had passed between us, and concluded by saying
that he should give me the regiment.’

Ms. 36,055/1-7 1797-1854
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by Lord Clements/Leitrim as colonel of the Donegal
Militia or Prince of Wales’s Regiment, 1796-1854,
from the Chief Secretary’s Office and the War Office,
Dublin Castle, the Adjutant-General’s Office and the Royal Hospital,
Dublin, and the Horse Guards and the War Office, London, as follows:

Ms. 36,055/1

1797: 1799:
1801

Orders, circulars, etc.

Ms. 36,055/2

1802

Orders, circulars, etc.

Ms. 36,055/3

1803-4

Orders, circulars, etc.

Ms. 36,055/4

1805-9

Orders, circulars, etc.

Ms. 36,055/5

1811-12

Orders, circulars, etc.

Ms. 36,055/6

1815-18

Orders, circulars, etc.

Ms. 36,055/7

1824-5: 1832:
1834-5: 1845-6:
1854

Orders, circulars, etc.

Ms. 36,056/1-6 1801-11:
1825-52

Regimental returns and accounts, as follows:

Ms. 36,056/1

1801-11

Return of officers and men.

Ms. 36,056/2

1825-35

Return of officers and men.
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Ms. 36,056/3

1840-52

Return of officers and men.

Ms. 36,056/4

1830: 1833-4:
1836-8

‘Contingent accounts’ - ie. regimental contingencies.

Ms. 36,056/5

1840-46

‘Contingent accounts’ - ie. regimental contingencies.

Ms. 36,056/

1847-51

‘Contingent accounts’ - ie. regimental contingencies.

Ms.
36,057/1-18

1796-1853

Correspondence of Lord Clements/Leitrim as colonel
of the Donegal Militia, 1796-1854, arranged by
correspondent as follows:

Ms. 36,057/1

1796-1810

Letters to Lord Clements/Leitrim from and about LtColonel Richard Maxwell of Birdstown, Co. Donegal;
the letters about him are all dated January 1797 and are
from General Francis Needham, who had arrested
Maxwell for being absent from the regiment without leave.
The bundle includes:
14 Jan. 1797

Major-General Francis Needham, Kilworth,
[Co. Cork], to Lord Clements expressing Lt-General
Crosbie’s surprise, as well as his own, ‘... at LtColonel Maxwell’s failure to rejoin his regiment, when
sent an express. ... You risked being reprimanded yourself for not
immediately putting him in arrest. ... Soldiers, especially militia, ... [will]
rise and fall’ with their officers.
8 Dec. 1802
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authorise colonels to enlist volunteers by bounty.
[For an earlier letter from Maxwell, see Ms. 36,054/1.]

Ms. 36,057/2

1801-12

Letters to Lord Clements/Leitrim from Capt. Joseph
Benison [the regimental paymaster?], including:

26 Aug. 1810

Capt. Jos. Benison, Tuam, [Co. Galway], to Lord
Leitrim. He has given the regiment 30 guineas,
‘agreeable to your Lordship’s desire’, to drink the
Prince Regent’s health. He discusses the difficulty of
getting a horse to suit Leitrim: ‘very few that were at all well looking, and
none for sale’. He gives details of the occupying tenants on the part of the
Ballyconnell estate held by Benison [see Ms. 36,063]. ‘... Our quarters
here are not in the smallest degree altered for the better’.
9 May 1812

Benison, Castlebar, Co. Mayo, to Leitrim. Benison’s
brother has a son ‘... who intends for a military life,
but ... [is] too young to send at once into the Line’.
Benison’s brother has heard of the attention paid by
the Donegal regiment to the ‘morals and economy of young officers’, and
Benison asks if his son may be placed on Leitrim’s list. Benison is ‘a
good deal alarmed’ by the high prices of provisions - meal lately £1.7.6
per cwt., potatoes 8d. per stone.

Ms. 36,057/3

1816-23

Letters to Leitrim from Benison.

Ms. 36,057/4

1826-36

Letters to Leitrim from Benison.

Ms. 36,057/5

1801-4: 1825-6:
1829: 1831

Letters to Lord Clements/Leitrim from Lt John Hicks,
the regimental quartermaster.

Ms. 36,057/6

1801

Letters to Lord Clements from William Ransford of
Dublin, a clothing contractor.
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Ms. 36,057/7

1801-2

Letters to Lord Clements from Michael Flynn, mastertailor to the regiment, and his vituperative wife,
Brigida Flynn, about a disputed bill.

Ms. 36,057/8

1801-3

Letters to Lord Clements from Major John Boyd of
Ballymacool, [Co. Donegal?], including:

7 Dec. 1802

John Boyd, Ballymacool, to Clements recounting that
when the Irish militia was first raised [in 1793], Boyd
went with Colonel Cuningham [sic] to various parish
churches. The vestries were badly attended, the
Deputy Governors lukewarm in many places, and the measure ‘unpleasant
to the people at large’.

Ms. 36,057/9

1802: 1808:
1811

Letters to Lord Clements/Leitrim from Lt-Colonel
Andrew Knox of Prehen [Londonderry], including:

1 Sep. 1811

Colonel Knox, Prehen, to Lord Leitrim requesting an
ensigncy for his eldest son, George. ‘... As he is past
19, I think it too late to put him into the Line, as before
he could obtain promotion he would be advanced in
life. ...’ Having received much benefit from sea bathing, Knox intends
rejoining the regiment on the 24th.

Ms. 36,057/10

1805: 1807

Letters to Lord Leitrim, Sackville Street, Dublin, from
and about Acheson O’Brien of Friskill,
Edgworthstown, [Co. Longford], who wants a
commission in the army or the Donegal Militia.

Ms. 36,057/11

1809-11

Letters to Lord Leitrim from Major F.W. Irwin of the
Donegal Militia, including:

23 Aug. 1809

Major Irwin, Dublin, to Lord Leitrim, Killadoon,
stating that he has been directed by the officers of the
regiment to convey their ‘unanimous conclusion’
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against bringing back Mr Caldon to the regiment.

Ms. 36,057/12

1809-15

Letters to Lord Leitrim from Major William Stewart of
the Donegal Militia (and of Killygordon, Stranorlar,
Co. Donegal), including:

25 July 1811

Major Stewart, Castlebar, to Leitrim, Killadoon. I
‘... feel myself, under your Lordship’s pilotage,
securely landing in a safe harbour’. He conveys Mr
Olphert’s ‘very grateful sense’ of the compliment paid
him on his promotion to a company. Stewart has been obliged to court
martial Sergeant Pat. Shee of Capt. Reynolds’s company ‘for very
outrageous conduct’ (keeping a canteen, and abusing men under his
command). A man was stabbed on ‘a drunken business of a fair day’, but
is recovering.

Ms. 36,057/13

1810-12

Letters to Lord Leitrim from Capt. John Harding,
adjutant of the Donegal Militia, including:

15 Dec. 1810

Capt. Harding, Tuam, to Leitrim, Killadoon. He
recommends starting a Lancasterian school for the
children of the regiment - 155 aged five and upwards
and 186 under five. Two privates are qualified to
teach, if supervised by Harding. The regiment will subscribe one day’s
pay yearly towards the school.

Ms. 36,057/14

1817-24

Letters to Leitrim from Capt. Harding.

Ms. 36,057/15

1825-47

Letters to Leitrim from Capt. Harding, including:

5 Mar. 1832

Capt. Harding, Ballyshannon, [Co. Donegal], to
Leitrim reporting that troops have been sent to
Ballyshannon and Belleek as a result of a ‘tumultuous
assembly of peasantry’. He asks for Leitrim’s
approval of ex-Corporal John Little’s application to join the Revenue
police. The local gentry think the state of the country ‘truly deplorable’.
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23 Nov. 1842

Harding to Leitrim. John Dick has twice changed his
mind about resignation. Harding ‘... believe[s] the
man is not in possession of sound mental powers’.
Sergeant-Major [Cannon’s?] health is very uncertain.

3 Sep. 1845

Harding, Ballyshannon, to Leitrim reporting on the
health of Sergeant Randall and Sergeant-Major
Cannon.

10 Apr. 1847

Harding, Ballyshannon, to Leitrim reporting that
several veterans of the Donegal Militia are afflicted by
‘misery and hunger (bordering on starvation)’. He
asks that his successor be authorised to advance them
small sums out of the contingent allowance. Food rather than medicine is
wanted for their relief.

Ms. 36,057/16

1809: 1812

Three letters to Lord Leitrim from H.R.H. Field
Marshal the Duke of Kent about Donegal militiamen
volunteering for the Duke’s regiment, the Royal Scots
Guards.

Ms. 36,057/17

1812

Letters to Lord Leitrim from William Thomson of
Newtowncunningham, Co. Donegal, about a
commission in the regiment.

Ms. 36,057/18

1847-50: 1853

Letters to Lord Leitrim, with accounts, from Richard
Cane of Dawson Street, Dublin [the regimental agent],
about the regimental stock-purse.

Ms.
36,058/1-13

1798-1825:
1832: 1846

Donegal Militia correspondence of Lord
Clements/Leitrim, arranged by topic as follows:

Ms. 36,058/1

Feb. 1798-

Tradesmen’s accounts addressed to Lord Clements.
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Mar. 1799

Ms. 36,058/2

July 1798Oct. 1799

Letters and papers of Lord Clements about the
absenteeism and dismissal of William Heath,
regimental surgeon’s mate, including:

5 Oct. 1799

Letter from Heath’s wife, Ethelinda, Dublin, to
Clements explaining that Heath has been offered the
surgeoncy of a fencible regiment at Killala, but has
been refused a recommendation by the SurgeonGeneral, [George Stewart, who writes a letter to Clements in this bundle
confirming his view of Heath’s unfitness]. Mrs Heath appeals to
Clements: ‘... Your humanity, I trust, will make this family rejoice and
bless you’.

Ms. 36,058/3

Ms. 36,058/4

1799-1804

Letters and papers of Lord Clements/Leitrim about a
dispute over his regimental accounts, leading to a
crown prosecution of the regimental agent, Edward
Leahy (d.1803), the illegitimate son of the 1st Lord de
Blaquiere. Many of the letters are from one of Blaquiere’s legitimate
sons, Peter Boyle Blaquiere, who was Leahy’s executor. The bundle
includes:
[c.1790?]

Estimate of the profits of a colonel of foot. His offreckonings come to £1,247 per annum gross and his
profit on the subsistence account to £469 gross.
However, fees and deductions reduce the nett profit on
both accounts to £662.

1805-13

Letters and papers of Lord Clements/Leitrim about the
lawsuit over his regimental accounts, including:

14 May 1812

Thomas Faris [Lord Leitrim’s attorney], Gardiner’s
Place, to Lord Leitrim, Cumberland Place, London.
‘... The bill exhibited by the Attorney-General ... states
that your Lordship as Colonel of the Donegal
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Regiment on 4th July 1796 gave a power of attorney appointing James
Ormsby and Edward Leahy agents, under which they acted 24 December
1802 [this is subsequently corrected], that Edward Leahy died 26 August
1803 intestate and unmarried, and being an illegitimate person, by consent
of his Majesty’s Attorney-General administration was granted to the Hon.
Peter Boyle Blaquiere, who thereby possessed himself of all his personal
property, and that James Ormsby died in 1809; states that no account
could be obtained by government of the sums paid for the use of the
regiment in the above period, and that the present Lord de Blaquiere
obtained a patent under the great seal of Ireland to have the property
handed to him.
The dispute I understand is now between Lord de Blaquiere and his son,
Peter Boyle Blaquiere. To cheat the public and not to account, the latter
as administrator of Edward Leahy (who was the bastard son of Lord de
Blaquiere) has lodged the money he received in a bank, which Lord de B.
under his patent claims a right to, without rendering any account for the
money received from the Treasury for the regiment or paying any balance
that may be due. There are three schedules. Imprest account is one,
lodging another, and clothing and baggage money the third, amounting in
the whole to £99,673 13s. 2½d. Upon giving the appointment in 1796, I
suppose your Lordship got security, which I understand is usual in such
cases. Mr P.B. Blaquiere has been some time served and has employed
an attorney and lawyers to defend himself, of which I am to get every
assistance and information. ...
There are six other colonels against who[m] a separate bill has been
exhibited similar to your Lordship’s: the Marquess of Ely, Sir Benjamin
Dunbar, Sir John FitzGerald, Robert Uniacke FitzGerald, Donnel
McDonnell and the Humpesch Regiment.’
26 May 1812

[The Hon.] P.B. Blaquiere, Dublin, to Lord Leitrim,
Cumberland Place.

‘... The present proceeding of the government is
intended solely against me, notwithstanding your name
has been made use of, and has been instituted for the purpose of making
me personally liable for the acts of Mr Leahy, in furtherance of which
they have charged all the monies Mr Leahy ever received for the use of
the regiment, amounting to upwards of £99,000, as applicable to be
accounted for by me. I am advised that this is highly illegal, and will of
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course rebut the action. Besides that, even if the government had any
claim against Mr Leahy, which is not admitted, they have given letters
patent under the great seal to Lord de Blaquiere relinquishing it and
granting all the property of which Leahy died possessed to him and his
heirs ...’.
27 May 1812

Thomas Faris, Gardiner’s Place, to Lord Leitrim
expressing the view that ‘... the grant or patent by the
crown to Lord de Blaquiere of the property of his
natural son, Edward Leahy, ... certainly was not fairly
obtained, as all his accounts should have been first settled and paid, and
the redundancy then granted ...’.
5 Jan. 1813

Faris, Gardiner’s Place, to Leitrim. [Austin] Cooper
has ‘... procured for me at the Auditor-General’s office
... the particular dates of the powers of attorney to the
different agents of the regiment ...; the first was the 1st
July 1796 to Ormsby and Leahy, the second on 21 December 1797 to
Edward Leahy alone, and the third was to Peter Boyle Blaquiere on 8
September 1805.

Ms. 36,058/5

1822: 1825:
N.D.

Letters and papers of Lord Clements/Leitrim about the
lawsuit over his regimental accounts, including:

4 July 1822

P.B. Blaquiere, Paris, to Lord [Leitrim].

‘Having observed in a public paper this day a list
purporting to be an extract from a return to the House
of Commons in which my name appears as a defaulter
as agent to sundry regiments to the amount of upwards of £40,000. ... The
statement in question is substantially false. ...
It is however true that as agent to your Lordship and others, after a series
of fifteen years’ accounts which comprises [sic] in your regiment alone an
expenditure of upwards of £450,000, I do stand indebted to the public,
when my accounts, long since surrendered, are admitted and passed, for
the whole of my regiments a sum under £6,000, which by the laws of the
land I am not bound to pay until the accounts are passed and a quietus
ready to be given. But as I have no wish to avail myself of this privilege,
I have been paying for some time past into the Bank of Ireland large sums
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for the reduction of the balances, unsolicited, and for the eventual
discharge of which I have some time since tendered to the government an
undertaking to provide the most unexceptionable security. ...’
[July? 1822]

Blaquiere, [Paris], to Lord [Leitrim].

‘... The report to the House of Commons ... relates
exclusively to the regiments in the agency of the late
Mr Leahy, which have been abruptly audited by the
government, without giving time to those interested in them (the
executors of the late Lord de B., and not me, as is most erroneously stated
in the report) to explain or remove objections. The result, as [was] to be
expected under such circumstances, is a great apparent balance against
the agent, the late Mr Leahy. I am happy, however, to observe that,
although the regiment of your Lordship is included in the list, there is on
the government’s own ex parte statement a balance due by them on the
accounts of this regiment.’
21 Dec. 1825

Copy of a letter from W[illiam] Gregory [UnderSecretary], Dublin Castle, to Lord Leitrim, annexed to
a letter from Capt. John Hardinge to Leitrim, dated 24
December. Gregory’s letter explains that for the years
ending March 1797 and March 1798, ‘arrears of pay due to the officers of
the Donegal Militia to the amount of £248 are to be charged against the
sum of money lodged by Leahy & Ormsby in the Treasury.’

Ms. 36,058/6

1801: 1803:
1812

Three letters to Lord Clements/Leitrim (two from
Generals Drummond and Lord Cathcart respectively)
paying independent tribute to the excellence of the
Donegal Militia, including:

5 Nov. 1803

Lt-General [the 1st] Earl Cathcart [Commander of the
Forces in Ireland], Royal Hospital, [Dublin], to
Leitrim: ‘... Your Lordship’s regiment appeared to me
to be a very good and serviceable body of men’. He
regrets not having had time to see more of the regiment.

Ms. 36,058/7

1801-2: 1809:
1811-13:
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1824-5

of considerable interest.

Ms. 36,058/8

1801-2

Letters and papers of Lord Clements about the
misconduct, trial and dismissal of the regimental
surgeon, Dr J. McReynolds.

Ms. 36,058/9

1803-4

Letters and papers of Lord Clements about the court
martial (on which he insisted) of Lt-Colonel Corry of
the South Down Militia for striking and abusing
Donegal militiamen.

Ms. 36,058/10

Oct.-Dec. 1805

Correspondence of Lord Leitrim about a serious
quarrel in the regimental mess between Capt. Nesbitt
and Lt Hazlett.

Ms. 36,058/11

Jan.-Apr. 1811

Letters to Lord Leitrim applying for the vacant
regimental surgeoncy.

Ms. 36,058/12

23 Feb. 1832

Three pro forma papers to be subscribed by three
Co. Donegal gentlemen in order to qualify themselves
to be deputy lieutenants.

Ms. 36,058/13

2 July 1846

Small bundle of medical certificates.

Ms. 36,059/1-8 1798-1814:
1820-29:
1833-52

Ms. 36,059/1

1798-1801
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12 June 1801

John Hamilton [formerly of the Donegal Militia],
Ensign in the 1st Battalion, the Royal Regiment, St
Martin’s [West Indies?], to Lord Clements.
Hamilton’s regiment and the 64th have lost about 300
by sickness since arriving. He will soon be able to purchase a
lieutenancy.

Ms. 36,059/2

1802-3

Miscellaneous Donegal Militia correspondence,
including:

16 Aug. 1802

Mrs C. Hurst, 18 Oak Street, Manchester, to Clements,
Portland Place, London, thanking him for ‘... the
friendship Mr Clements has shewn my son. ... May the
Almighty protect you’. She is hoping to receive the
£18 balance due her late husband. She has ‘... got John fixed in an
eligible situation, but I have him to keep in clothes during a six years’
apprenticeship’.
29 May 1803

St Geo. Armstrong, Whitehaven, [Cumberland], to
Lord Clements explaining that he was previously a
lieutenant, R.M. (commissioned in 1776) and a
lieutenant, Westmoreland Militia, 1794-9. He hopes
for a company in the Donegal Militia.

Ms. 36,059/3

1804-5: N.D.

Miscellaneous Donegal Militia correspondence,
including:

29 Mar. 1804

Anthony Coane, Higginstown, [Donegal], to Clements,
asking for a captain’s commission for his eldest son,
James, for some years an officer in the Mountcharles
Yeomanry. Coane’s second son is also a yeomanry
officer. The third is in H.E.I.C.S., a fourth is a lieutenant in the 78th
regiment in India, the fifth is ‘at an academy in London’, and the sixth
and seventh are ‘little fellows at home’.

Ms. 36,059/4

1806-8
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2 Aug. 1806

Copy of a letter from Colonel [Herbert] Taylor,
Windsor, to Major-General Linsingen informing him
that the King is satisfied with the conduct of the
Hanoverian officers and men in the ‘unfortunate
occurrence at Tullamore’. Taylor was convinced that the Irish militia,
whom he knew in ’98, would be in the wrong.
28 Mar. 1808

Robert McClintock, Dunmore [Co. Donegal], to Lord
Leitrim, Killadoon, requesting a field officer’s
commission for his eldest son, John, who has served
15 years in the 69th Regiment, and sold his company
at his father’s request, ‘... as I wished that he should settle himself on my
property’.

Ms. 36,059/5

1809-11

Miscellaneous Donegal Militia correspondence,
including:

21 May 1811

[Most Rev.] J.T. Troy [Archbishop of Dublin],
3 Cavendish Row, Dublin, to Leitrim requesting him
to arrange for the Catholic N.C.O.s and privates of the
Donegal Militia to attend the masses at Castlebar of
the Rev. Mr Molloy, and not those of the Rev. Denis Egan, a priest who
has been suspended.

Ms. 36,059/6

Ms. 36,059/7

1812-14

Miscellaneous Donegal Militia correspondence,
including:

27 Sep. 1812

Edm. Carleton, Oswestry, [Shropshire], to Leitrim
requesting an ensigncy for William Halfpeny, whose
father and uncles are ‘wealthy and independent
freeholders’ in Co. Leitrim. [See also Ms. 36,064/3.]

1820-28

Miscellaneous Donegal Militia correspondence,
including:

11 Jan. 1820

[Mrs] M.A. Reynolds, Black Fort, Fintona,
[Co. Tyrone], to Leitrim asking for financial assistance
because of her family’s former connection with the
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Donegal Militia. She has eleven children, of whom
only three are ‘any way provided for’.

Ms. 36,059/8

1833: 1835:
1839: N.D.:
1840-41:
1843-4: 1846:
1851-2

Miscellaneous Donegal Militia correspondence,
including:

1 Feb. 1840

George Gledstanes, Fortland Cottage, Manor
Hamilton, to Leitrim explaining that he formerly
served in the Donegal Regiment. The ‘ample fortune’
to which he expected to succeed, has all been
liquidated in the payment of his father’s debts. He asks for help.

19 Mar. 1840

The Earl of Belfast, Leamington [Warwickshire], to
Leitrim requesting a lieutenant’s commission in the
Donegal Militia for Henry Bradley, aged about 35, and
‘not a Donegal man’. [This document, though
described on Sir John Ainsworth’s list, has not so far been located.]

IV. ii General correspondence of the 2nd Earl of Leitrim about politics, patronage, elections
and local government
Ms. 36,060/1-7 1801-50

Ms. 36,060/1

Letters to Lord Clements/Leitrim about politics,
patronage, elections and local government, arranged
by correspondent as follows:

1801:
[1806?]–7:
1826

Letters to Lord Clements/Leitrim from his kinsman,
Robert Stearne Tighe of Mitchelstown,
Co. Westmeath, about Catholic Emancipation and
other political matters, including:

28 Dec. 1801

Tighe, Northbrook, Exeter, to Lord Clements.
‘... I have read your address to the Leitrim freeholders,
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which breathes that manly and independent spirit
which I always expect to find in you, though I fear il
padre may not be pleased with the allusion to the Union. However, that
must take its course. On that subject, you and I certainly differed and I
fear still differ. Yet, I shall render due homage to the integrity of your
public principles in offering you my vote and interest in the county of
Leitrim, which I can assure you no tie of friendship or relationship should
obtain for you if I did not think you deserved it. ...
If you can turn my vote in Mayo to any account ..., dispose of it as you
please. Having no opinion of either Dillons or Brownes, nor conceiving it
possible to make a good choice from either stock, I shall be glad to make
my vote there serve an honest man in a neighbouring county. ...’
He mentions that, when Lord and Lady Clements get to London, they
‘... will find Lord and Lady Leitrim most delightfully housed in
Grosvenor Square. ...’
[1806?]

Tighe, Kildare Street, Dublin, to Lord Leitrim,
Killadoon, reporting that he has just returned from
showing Sir Richard [Colt] Hoare and other English
friends ‘the Lions’ in the south of Ireland. He refers
to the ‘irreparable loss’ caused by Lord Kenmare’s ‘sweeping sale’ of
woods.
‘... I understand from Arthur that you have been collecting a great many
curious books on Irish history. I hope to look them over with you when
you return to Killadoon. I have several scarce and curious tracts upon
Ireland, and have been long in quest of several which I find you have been
fortunate enough to pick up. I know no description of books so scarce as
[those] on Irish history, and I believe there is no country in Europe of the
real history of which we are so ignorant. I believe we are in a complete
mist with respect to the state of Ireland from the reign of Henry II to the
Revolution. If Lord Sydney [who was travelling in Ireland at the time]
has not provided himself with Wilson’s Post Chaise Companion or
Directory, let me recommend it to him. It is the very best itinerary extant
in any language or country. ...’
16 Nov. [1807]
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freeholders of the county of Meath ...’.
‘I shall with pleasure sign anything which can tend to relieve you from
your Dublin hotel [Leitrim House, Sackville Street], which must now be a
burthen. ...
I think my friend, Hoare’s, is the most meagre and uninteresting of tours,
but I really think it is because it is all fact, and that Ireland is the most
uninteresting of countries to those travellers who look either for beauties
of art or nature, by which I mean decorated nature, for the dame in her
simple dress will not do for us. I believe some of the sea coasts are
magnificent, but these Sir R. Hoare did not see. I travelled about 400
miles of his road, and I certainly never went the same distance in any
other country that presented so few objects calculated to strike or give
pleasure. To me, as an Irishman more interested than most Irish generally
are in the state of the country, a tour through Ireland is most interesting,
but candour obliges me to say that, to an English tourist, it cannot be so.
It has not the variety of foreign countries. It is, in short, England without
her decorations. ...
I know you are at all times attached to the interests of Ireland, and I am
happy to think that we generally agree on the means of promoting them.
Lord Headfort some time since applied to me on the subject of a
declaration on the part of protestant gentlemen in favour of the Roman
catholics. I am decidedly of opinion that everything that tends to show
goodwill on our part is peculiarly desirable after the cry which has been
raised in England. ... I send for you opinion a form of declaration which I
think might be usefully adopted generally without limitation to any one
county. I think such a declaration with even 40 or 50 protestant names of
respectability, could not fail of making an impression favourable to the
cause, both here and in England. What may be done in Meath
particularly, I know not, as Lord Headfort left the country just at the time
he ought to have remained in it with a view to the success of the measure,
and he left with his agent a declaration in so loose and vague a form as to
afford too much room for cavil. ...’
23 Nov. 1807

Tighe, Mitchelstown, to Lord Leitrim, Charlemont
House, Dublin.
‘... If it be true that you got £4,000 for your house [in
Sackville Street], you are an unconscionable fellow
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not to be satisfied, though assuredly it would cost you £12,000 to get such
a house in London. I agree perfectly with you that, unless respectably
signed, such a declaration [from ‘the protestant body of Ireland’] as I sent
you had better not be promulgated. ...’
The draft declaration, in Tighe’s handwriting, is present.
11 Jan 1826

Tighe to Lord Leitrim, Killadoon, about the nature of
Nathaniel Clements’s correspondence with Sir Robert
Wilmot [see Ms. 36,032/7].

‘... Had they been the property of the Princess Olive,
they would long since have been on the market, and would have been a
more profitable concern than any royal blood she could claim. They are
the papers of Sir Robert Wilmot, father to the present Sir Robert and
grandfather of Mr Wilmot Horton and Lady Kenmare. ... He seems, like
your grandfather, to have been a most popular person, much in confidence
and looked up to by all his correspondents. The collection comprises
probably 6,000 or 7,000 letters, bound up as they came from the post or
express in 47 or 49 volumes.
The present Sir Robert Wilmot, whom I know very well, lent them to me
and I read every word of the 49 volumes near 18 years ago. ... I did not
make a single copy or extract, but I know that I would willingly at that
time have given 500 guineas for the collection. I particularly remember
many good letters of Mr Rigby’s. There must be at least 50 or 60 of your
grandfather’s, none of them of importance as public documents, though I
conceive that some might be thought curious, as throwing some light on
the pension lists and such matters of that day. I remember particularly
some papers relative to pensions and other pecuniary concerns of Lady
Yarmouth, the King’s chère amie. Your grandfather was her agent and
seemed very attentive to her interests, but certainly never improperly so.
I am very confident that Sir Robert Wilmot would neither by himself or
by any editor suffer anything to be published which could be in the least
unpleasant to the representatives of any of the writers, and I have not the
least doubt that Lord Sydney’s wishes on the occasion would be a law to
Mr Murray. When I read them, I fancied that I could have made a very
curious and valuable selection, without giving cause for the slightest
reflection of a disparaging nature upon any person or any thing, except
upon the general system of Irish government and the principles on which
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it was conducted. A very strong case, I thought, could have been made
out in favour of any measure tending to get rid of an Irish parliament; and
at the lapse of 18 years, the only very [strong] impression upon my mind
[is] that mutatis mutandis we have had nearly as much occasion to make
alterations or amendments as ever. I never have seen or read of any
period when the affairs of Ireland were ever administered otherwise than
with a most marked and decided view to personal and party objects, quite
independent of the welfare and interest of the country. Perhaps this
observation is less applicable to the last three years and to the short period
of the Duke of Bedford’s administration than to any other we could point
out.’
[31? Dec.?
1832]

Tighe to Lord [Leitrim].
‘I wish to congratulate you upon the success of Lord
Clements. I do so most sincerely, on public as well as
private grounds. I hope it may be taken as the dawn of
an improvement in the political principles. ...’

Ms. 36,060/2

1825-47 (some
undated)

Letters to Lord Leitrim, Robert Bermingham, Lord
Clements, and William Sydney, Lord Clements, from
Mrs Mary Anne Macnamara of Loughscur,
Cashcarrigan, Co. Leitrim, about Co. Leitrim elections
and patronage and the financial difficulties of her second husband, Capt.
[Richard] Macnamara [of the 20th Dragoons, younger brother of Major
William N. Macnamara of Doolin, Co. Clare, M.P. for that county,
1830-52. Mrs Macnamara was the daughter of George Nugent Reynolds
of Letterfryan, Co. Leitrim, and sister and co-heiress of George Nugent
Reynolds of Lough Scur, and the widow of John Peyton (1759-1806) of
Laheen, Co. Leitrim, Lt-Colonel of the Leitrim Militia, so her patronage
requests mainly concern the Peytons, and also her son-in-law, [John]
Lambert.] The sub-section includes:
15 Nov. [1825?]

Mrs Macnamara, Loughscur, to Lord Leitrim
explaining that his letter missed her, because she was
staying with Mr Southwell at Castle Hamilton.

‘... That you always possessed my respect is very true,
but such a number of years has passed since even by letter I heard from
your Lordship, even at a time I was by misfortune menaced with misery

Killadoon List in NLI printed 20/11/07

Page 318

KILLADOON PAPERS

DATE

DESCRIPTION

unexampled, that it is no wonder gratitude for kindness which never
ceased binds me to your cousin, Colonel Clements, whose acts and those
of the good Bishop of Kilmore to soothe and extricate me from my
unpleasant situation, can never be erased from my mind. I am under
obligations to Protestants [ie. anti-Emancipationists] I never can forget,
and you will be much surprised when I tell you my Roman catholic
friends (as they are called) were most unkind. ...’
post 30 Jan.
1826

Copy of a letter from Lord Leitrim to Mrs Macnamara.

‘I hope that the conversation I had with you during our
short interview in Dame Street was sufficient to
remove any unfavourable impression which you might
have received of me. ... I will not pay you so bad a compliment as to
suppose that you are insensible to the wrongs of your countrymen, and if
you feel on this subject as I think you must, surely you will not refuse to
support a candidate who is most anxious to use his best endeavours to
redress them. I am aware that you have promised one vote. I ask only for
the second for my son ... . I need scarcely repeat how much both he and I
shall be flattered by your support of him and how grateful we shall feel
for the obligation.’
7 July 1830

Mrs Macnamara, Loughscur, to Lord Leitrim,
Killadoon, enclosing a canvassing letter of 4 July
which he has received from [Colonel] J[ohn] M[arcus]
Clements seeking ‘a renewal of your former support
and good offices’.

‘... I have, my Lord, a very sincere esteem for Lord Clements, and I
therefore tell you, unless my son [John Reynolds Peyton of Laheen] starts
himself, I fear he will not vote or support him. I am very sorry you did
not comply with my request last year, when I asked you to apply for his
being sheriff, though you did for Mr O’Beirne.
I think Lord Clements ... a most worthy, amiable, candid man, and have
conceived a sincere esteem and respect for him ... . I tell you, Colonel
Cullen is very hard at work: no one canvassing for your son; and a very
particular friend of Mr White’s assured me yesterday he intends
contesting the county. He has as usual taken it easy; for, you may know
he is a dark, sultry and a dogged fellow, who keeps his mind to himself
but [is] obstinate when he begins. I hope you will be in Carrick very
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soon, and for once, take a fool’s advice.’
13 May 1831

Mrs Macnamara, [Loughscur], to Lord Leitrim,
Killadoon, repeating an authoritative report that
‘... your amiable son this time declined a contest.

Your Lordship’s surprise must equal my own to find
my son [John Reynolds Peyton] has addressed the county and opposes Mr
White. I had a letter from him yesterday, and [he] informs me he is to be
supported free of expense. Mr Macnamara is displeased at his declaring
his anti-Reform principles, but as he is my child and opposed to White, I
bear it very well. You know I was never a bigot, and were Mr W. to give
1,000 votes for Emancipation, etc, etc, I would not like him. ... Mr Walsh
and Father Maguire are working hard again[st] Mr Peyton, and what
annoys me, have circulated through the county that he has read his
recantation. I am no hypocrite, and if he has done so, it would nearly
break my heart. I have no influence over him, but I do not think, if he
[has] done that act, he would write to me. And the subject [of his letter]
was to entreat I would ask your Lordship’s support for him. ...’
15 Oct. 1831

Mrs Macnamara, Loughscur, to Lord Leitrim, Great
Cumberland Place, requesting - if it is true that one of
Lord Leitrim’s sons is to be sheriff of Co. Leitrim for
the coming year - that Mr C. Peyton may be retained
as sub-sheriff. ‘... Macnamara may on the result of next term be in the
power of the Leitrim sheriffs [sic] ...’. She calls Lord Leitrim ‘... so kind,
so good a nobleman, and whose exalted rank in my eyes is his least
recommendation, and [to whom] I am under obligations never to be
forgot. ...’
26 Jan. [1832?]

Mrs Macnamara to ‘My dear Major [William Irwin of
Cloncorrick, Mohill] complaining that ‘the Lords’
have turned down her recommendation ‘... of Dr
Macdonnell to be one of Mr [George] Montgomery’s
medical attendants [see Ms. 36,063/13] ...’, and have given her ‘... a cock
and bull excuse.
Frank O’Beirne extols his [Lord Leitrim’s] kindness in promoting his two
nephews, Duke Crofton [his kindness] in his getting his son into a naval
school. Pray, did Macnamara or them work hardest two years ago [at the
Co. Leitrim election]? ...’
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Mrs Macnamara to Lord Leitrim, Killadoon, asking
that her nephew, Mr Peyton of Port, should be
substituted as a deputy-lieutenant for [Richard]
Macnamara [her husband], who has resigned.

She points out that Peyton is ‘... a resident, a man of property, excellent
character and relationship to Lady Leitrim, superior to some named, and
... not half as much in debt to that odious Sam White as Nesbitt, whom his
sister tells me this day you have named.’
31 Oct. [1832?]

Mrs Macnamara to Lord Clements, c/o the Rev. Mr
Doherty, Mohill, complaining very bitterly that
Thomas Slack[e], ‘the grandson of my father’s driver’,
should have been preferred by Lord Leitrim to Mrs
Macnamara’s son-in-law, [John Lambert], in Lord Leitrim’s
recommendation of a clerk of the crown for Co. Leitrim.

‘... Mr White arrived this day at Walsh’s. I had a long chat with Colonel
Cullen. He seemed astonished ... [about Slack]. A very smart canvass
was secretly carried on this day with all the Carrick folk for White, who
by coming down shows he looks to Leitrim. ...’
15 Nov. [1832?]

Mrs Macnamara to Lord [Leitrim or Clements]: more
about the clerkship of the crown.

‘... Mr O’Beirne’s brother has got Sligo. This day it is
said Fallon got Roscommon, Brown Mayo and Pat
Fitzpatrick Galway. Mr O’Beirne told me Mr White applied for Fallon,
but did not succeed for Leitrim. ... [Lambert] is by birth and education a
gentleman, and can bring testimonies of conduct and character from his
cousin, Judge Vandeleur; also the Attorney- and Solicitor-General. ...’
[1832?]

Mrs Macnamara, Ryan’s Hotel, [Dublin?], to Lord
Leitrim, Charlemont House: a rambling and
reproachful letter, in which she refers to ‘that unlucky
election of [18]30 ... [and] poor John Peyton’s [her
son?] falling into bad hands’.
‘... Admiral Rowley, possessing the best heart and good wishes towards
you and family, is nothing but a tool in W[hite’]s hands, and though ... [I]
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entreated Admiral R. to keep a distance and show resentment to his agent
for polling his tenants in his teeth, yet he never showed him or wife more
attention and kindness, which mortified his views highly.’
31 Dec. [1832?]

Mrs Macnamara to Lord Clements, M.P.

‘... As to your election, I really feel for you at this
season of the year. Yet, my Lord, I have been deeply
hurt at the profound and marked respect you and your
father pay a party, one of them a man I never quarrelled with until he
tampered with my freeholders and boasted he threw you out. ...’
1 Jan. 1838

Mrs Macnamara to Lord Leitrim apologising for her
failure to repay the money she owes him, and
lamenting that she is ‘... now plunged in a sea of
litigation and at the end of nineteen years as bad as
ever. ...

I hoped Major Macnamara would have long ago ... got a situation for his
brother, so as to allow me to nurse my income, but in no manner
whatsoever did he assist us. ...’
6 Jan. 1838

Three drafts of a reply from Lord Leitrim.

In one of them he refers to her ‘... principal misfortune
being now removed and Capt. Macnamara’s present
situation being so much less embarrassing than it has
been heretofore. Your son [John Reynolds Peyton] will doubtless assist
in lessening those accumulated and unpleasant circumstances under which
you mention yourself overwhelmed. I happen to know that Major
Macnamara has tried to influence government to assist his brother, but
these are very difficult times, and government and individuals are pressed
by expectations and applications ...’.
3 July [1846?]

Mrs Macnamara to Lord [Clements].

‘I am very unhappy at a piece of news I have just
received, that ... your Lordship will not contest this
county in “the declining health of your good, your
amiable, kind father”. ... Nothing [is] going on here but canvassing, and
the deep regret that no Clements is expected to start for Leitrim.
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My dear son [is] confined to his bed now six weeks - a very painful
confinement. Fever and famine [are] carrying off numbers. Among the
departed is our parish priest, a good man and a staunch friend of yours,
poor Mr Doherty.’
19 May [1847?]

Mrs Macnamara, Loughscur, to Lady Elizabeth
Clements.
‘From an unfortunate dislike your excellent father has
to me, I take the liberty of addressing you.

I have had a visit from Mr Johnston of Oakfield and Mr [Hugh] Lyons
Montgomery of Belhavell [near Carrick-on-Shannon] on Friday last to ask
my support at the ensuing election for this county. They came on the
same car and appeared to me as if a coalition had taken place. My answer
was, while your respectable father lived and his son [was] a candidate for
Leitrim, I never would forsake him.
Their answer was the[y] feared as much, and said they had a very kind
letter from your father lately, and that Lord Clements had changed much
in his political opinions. I some time ago ventured to ask him for a
commission in the Leitrim Militia for a son of my daughter Lambert (who
has nine children). I did not get it, though I appealed to your father if a
grandson of Colonel Peyton was not a person worthy of nomination.
I have lost my dear, my only son ..., and your good brother has lost a
steady friend. God’s will be done.
I wish your brother’s address would appear in the papers. ...’

Ms. 36,060/3

1826: 1831:
1835: 1845-6:
1850

Letters to Lord Leitrim and W.S., Lord Clements, from
John and John Robert Godley of Killegar, Carrigallen,
[Co. Leitrim], about Co. Leitrim elections and local
government, about which both Godleys hold high Tory
views, including:

2 Jan. 1826

John Godley, Killegar, to Lord Leitrim (‘My dear
Lord’), Killadoon, expressing regret that he cannot
give a favourable answer to the canvassing letters he
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has received from Lords Leitrim and Clements.
‘... If Lord Clements’s politics agreed with mine, I should certainly have
the greatest of pleasure in supporting him in the first instance. But, taking
for granted, as I suppose I may do, that his views of public affairs
correspond with your own, I cannot with any degree of consistency
promise to vote for him. If any arrangement could be made for the county
by which one member of each side should be returned, I should be very
glad that Lord Clements should be chosen to represent the sentiments of
that side which you would call right and I should call wrong. Such
arrangements are common in counties in England. ...’
He invites Lord Clements and/or Lord Leitrim to stay, when they next
come to Co. Leitrim, either for canvassing or other purposes.
21 Feb. 1826

Godley, Killegar, to Lord Leitrim, Lakefield, Mohill.

‘... It would give more pleasure than perhaps you will
give me credit for feeling, to be able to vote for Lord
Clements at the ensuing election, but so long as it
continues doubtful whether by so doing I should endanger the return of
John Clements, whom I am politically bound to support, I must decline
promising my second vote to anybody. ...’
9 Dec. 1831

Godley, Killegar, to Lord Leitrim, Long Ditton, giving
him information about changes in the composition of
the officers of the Carrigallen yeomanry, and inviting
Lord Leitrim to stay.

‘... I shall feel quite sorry that you had the house of my friend, Berry
Norris, at Mohill to domesticate in, if it makes you give up your friends of
Carrigallen. ...’
10 and 12 Aug.
1835

Two copies of a differently dated but otherwise
identical circular from Godley, Killegar, to ‘Sir’ about
the setting up of a Conservative registration for
Co. Leitrim. Its committee includes John Wynne of
Hazelwood, Colonel Clements, William Clarges Percy of Garadice, Mr
Francis Cullen, Mr Armstrong of Hollymount, etc, with John Godley as
secretary and treasurer. The subscribers include: Sir Morgan Crofton, Bt,
George Lane Fox, Walter Jones, William Ormsby Gore, M.P., John B.
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West, K.C., Lyons Montgomery, Theophilus Jones, Edward and John
Lawder, the Rev. Arthur Hyde, G.B. West, etc.
20 Mar. 1845

John Robert Godley, 40 Duke Street, St James’s, to
[W.S., Lord] Clements.

‘I trust, after the exhibition presented at our assizes,
that you have come over to my opinion about juries.
Our only chance now is to get their composition altered, and I hope you
will use your influence with Tenison to get the highest cess payers and
most respectable people called upon the petit juries in the criminal court.
We were, as you say, very negligent of our duty in not taking more pains
to purify the list at the proper time, but the fault may be in some measure
remedied by a rearrangement of the panel, over which the sheriff has
unlimited power as long as he c upon the list. He can put whom he
pleases first, etc, and I am sure it would be far better for some of
ourselves to serve on the petit, than on the grand, jury. If Tenison could
be persuaded to summon the class I allude to, we might easily write
private letters to them specially requesting them to attend and serve. The
sub-sheriff may say he does not know who are the highest cess-payers,
etc, but that can be easily managed by the assistance and advice of people
who know the country [sic]. I hope to hear from you whenever you have
time to write.’
26 Mar. 1845

Rough copy of a letter from Lord Clements, Lough
Rynn, to Godley in reply.

‘... I am not aware of anything at the last assizes
calculated to make me change my opinion as to the
importance of trial by jury. I lament the result of the assizes generally as
much as you do, though I am not surprised at it. The counsel for the
prisoner selected the jury, and the jury acquitted the prisoner: the crown
neglected to set aside any one of the jury so chosen. But that neglect was
not more extraordinary than the mode in which the whole of the
prosecutions were carried on by the crown. It would be much better for
the community that the crown should withdraw its protection altogether
and leave the injured party to defend himself, than that such trials should
take place as we witness[ed] at the late assizes.
There is another point which is deserving of your attention: that, is the
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very unscrupulous manner in which professional men defend prisoners
who they know to be guilty. If you are desirous of creating a reform in
courts of justice, you cannot do better than look to the manner in which
men who are considered respectable defend criminals knowing them to be
guilty. You witnessed at the assizes an interesting example of this kind.
I should not feel myself authorised to give Tenison any advice respecting
the formation of the jury list, unless he were to ask me, or more
particularly where that was to create a change in what had been the
practice hitherto in the county. It is notorious that for many years there
has not been know[n] to be so many and so respectable jurors present as
at the late assizes in Carrick.’
21 June 1845

John Robert Godley, Killegar, to Lord Leitrim: a
formal notification.

‘In pursuance of the course prescribed by the statute 2
and 3 William IV, c. 108, I write to acquaint your
Lordship as Lieutenant of the county of Leitrim, that my brother
magistrate, Mr O’Brien, and myself have appointed 92 special constables
for the district of the parish of Carrigallen which borders upon the county
of Longford, a district in which a great number of outrages have been
committed and more are to be apprehended, while from the distance of the
nearest police station it was almost impossible that any interruption
should be given to these lawless proceedings. We intend, if the
experiment be found to answer its purpose, to pursue the same plan in
other districts where the same necessity exists, but have thought it better
to begin upon a small scale.’
29 June [1845]

John Robert Godley, Killegar, to Lord Clements.

‘I am very glad that you approve of my acting in a
cautious way on the statute I referred you to. ... Nearly
half [the special constables] are Roman catholics, the
priest having joined us very cordially and given us a list of the people
whom we could trust. To my great surprise also, the protestants in that
neighbourhood express their willingness to act with the others, so as yet
all goes on smoothly. We allow them a shilling a night for patrolling, and
I hope to get the grand jury to levy it upon the worst townlands (that is,
those where most outrages have been committed) in the
neighbourhood. ...’
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John Robert Godley, Killegar, to Lord Leitrim.
‘I am much gratified by your Lordship’s approbation
of what I have been doing. ...

With respect to the other subject alluded to in your
letter, I must say that very little rent has been paid either to my father or to
any other Leitrim landlords. As far as I can ascertain, there is a kind of
“passive resistance” going on in most parts of the county, but I have heard
of no active opposition except in the parish of Cloone. Notwithstanding
the danger of creating disturbance by enforcing payment, I am decidedly
of opinion that worse effects are produced by the appearance of
concession, and I therefore cannot but advice your Lordship, as I do my
father, to take the necessary steps for that purpose.
Great discretion should be exercised in selecting the persons against
whom to proceed, both so as to be sure that they are able to pay, and also
to avoid any appearance of distinguishing between those of different
parties. ...’
24 July 1845

John Robert Godley, Killegar, to Lord Leitrim
announcing ‘... that Mr O’Brien and myself have
suspended the special constables whom we had
appointed in this parish. I am happy to say that their
services have had the very best effect ...’.

31 Oct. 1846

John Robert Godley, Killegar, to Lord Leitrim.

‘I write to ask whether you are disposed to join my
father in taking advantage of the last construction of
the Labour Rate Act by making a tender for a
presentment to be expended upon your property in permanent
improvements such as drainage, etc.
Almost the whole of the electoral division of Newtowngore belongs to
you and to my father, and according to the minute issued on the subject by
government, you and he can (by consenting to charge your properties with
a sum equivalent to that required for the relief of destitution, and by
expending it as I have said) obviate the necessity of having the electoral
division taxed any farther for useless works. ...’
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1829-41

Letters to Lord Leitrim and his aunt, Lady Elizabeth
Clements, from Mrs Eliza Daly [née Tighe] of Castle
Daly, Moate, [Co. Westmeath], about patronage and
personal matters, including:

23 Sep. 1829

Eliza Daly, Castle Daly, to Leitrim asking for his
interest for her third son, ‘... at present curate to an old
and sickly clergyman’, at whose death he loses £60
p.a., without having any other prospects.

[pre 15 July
1839]

Copy of a letter from Leitrim to the [2nd] Earl of
Minto [First Lord of the Admiralty]. ‘... I cannot
refrain from expressing my disappointment’ at Mr
D[aly]’s not being included, after nearly 19 years
service, in the promotion of midshipmen to the rank of lieutenant.

Ms. 36,060/5

1834

Two letters to Lord Leitrim from the Lord Lieutenant,
[the 1st] Marquess Wellesley, about Leitrim’s election
to the Order of St Patrick and appointment to the Irish
Privy Council, and about another patronage matter, as
follows:

25 Mar. 1834

Marquess Wellesley, Dublin Castle, to Leitrim
expressing the hope that the vacant ribbon of St Patrick
will ‘not be unacceptable’ to Leitrim. [Leitrim’s letter
of acceptance, dated 29 March and written from
Rosshill, ‘the extremity of Connaught’, is among the Wellesley papers,
BL, Add. Ms. 37,306, f. 400.]
13 Oct. 1834

Lord Wellesley, Phoenix Park, to Leitrim.

‘I assure your Lordship that it afforded me sincere
pleasure to be enabled to meet your wishes in favour
of Mr Fallon. I never make an appointment to the
office of assistant barrister without first receiving (as in the case of
appointing a judge on the bench) the advice and opinion of the lord
chancellor and of the law officers of the crown, and I am happy to be able
to inform your Lordship that all parties concurred in expressing the high
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sense they entertained of Mr Fallon’s character and professional
acquirements.
As a mark of my private regard, and in justice to your Lordship’s claims
upon the present government, I have recommended your name to his
Majesty to be added to the Privy Council of Ireland, with which request
his Majesty has been graciously pleased to comply. ...’

Ms. 36,060/6

Ms. 36,060/7

1840-49

Letters to Lord Leitrim about promotion in the navy
for Commander Peter Burton Stewart, including:

27 Nov. 1840

Lord Minto to Leitrim. He has not received the
Admiral’s official report of promotions on the death of
Lord John Churchill, but does not think Mr Stewart is
included.

1843-4: 1849

Letters to Lords Leitrim and Clements and the Hon.
Charles Skeffington Clements from Charles M. St
George of Hatley Manor, Carrick-on-Shannon, about
Co. Leitrim patronage and local government. [For an
earlier letter from St George, see Ms. 36,061/9.] The letters include:
30 Jan. 1843

Charles St George, Florence, to Lord Leitrim.

‘Having heard of the late demise of the lamented
Colonel Clements, who commanded the Leitrim
Militia, I am induced to think, my dear Lord, that,
considering the constant accordance of the political views and efforts of
your family and myself, and the friendship which has always subsisted
between us, you will be disposed ... to nominate me Colonel of the
Leitrim Militia ... .
I am the more emboldened to make this request when I consider that my
standing in the county, as owner of the county town, would ...
independently of the above considerations quite warrant the
nomination. ...’
24 May 1844
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as to take in establishing the branch London and
Dublin Bank at Carrick. ...
I am, indeed, happy to promote as fully as I can your admirable
agricultural improvement plans, and I have begged Capt. Cox to send in
my £20 donation with £6 annually to your farming society. ...
I read with deep concern the murder of Mr Nash, and was however glad it
came under your early cognizance. What remedy for such horrors? It
appears Peel thinks Irish employment in great or public works a palliative,
judging from the projected railroad to Longford (which I presume you
approve and promote) and from other similar indications of Peel’s wishes
to improve and attend to Ireland. At all events, a new railroad of such
length indicates the confidence of capitalists in the increasing tranquillity
of Ireland and in the consequent safety of such investments. Its direction
is nearly straight across Ireland towards Galway and Sligo, to both of
which it might branch from Longford. I own I think all mere coast
railroads worse than useless. What have the Droghedaites to do with
Dublin except to go there to the play or the Castle? Their commerce lies
quite another way, east and west: whereas Galway, Sligo and Limerick
might and would all become Liverpools, with railways across Ireland to
Dublin and elsewhere, with troops of American commission agents across
the Irish thoroughfares for both kingdoms, if [the] English shipping
interest in parliament did not prevent it.
I was deeply sorry to see Peel throw cold water on Sir Valentine Blake’s
proposition for a railroad from Dublin to Galway, on the antiquated plea
that it would interfere with canals. Is canal interest, etc, the only blot in
Drummond’s railroad report, still so powerful? ...’
1 Apr. 1849

St George, 8 Fitzwilliam Place, Dublin, to Lord
Leitrim.

‘Having just heard from your amiable son and from Mr
Tenison, it becomes my pleasing duty to state the
contents of their letters, more particularly as Mr Charles Clements writes
that I have to thank you, as I now do, my dear Lord, most cordially and
respectfully for having yourself addressed Lord John Russell in my
favour.
Lord John, as the two county members inform me in their letters each of
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the 28th ult., received them that day very well, saying my case had been
brought before him by Lord Clarendon and by yourself, and promising to
note down my name on the list for consideration for a baronetcy, hardpressed as Lord John was by other applicants for the same distinction. ...
I beg your Lordship’s commands for Co. Leitrim, as I shall go on the 3rd
inst to Carrick-on-Shannon, where, my house being nearly furnished, I
shall have to superintend my plantations and other improvements. Your
Lordship is doubtless aware of the navigation being now open from
Dublin to the town of Leitrim and of several boats having already made
said passage with full cargoes as far as Carrick-on-Shannon. ...’

Ms.
36,061/1-40

1795-1852

Letters to Lord Clements/Leitrim about politics,
patronage, elections and local government, arranged
by topic as follows:

Ms. 36,061/1

1795-7

Letters to Lord Clements and others about Co. Leitrim
elections and patronage, including:

16 Nov. 1795

William Thompson, Killybegs [Co. Donegal], to Lord
[Clements] offering his vote in response to ‘... your
Lordship’s address to the electors of the county of
Leitrim. ... Your Lordship’s late uncle (among many
other acts of condescension and goodness to my family) was pleased to
have me appointed a tidewaiter in the year 1776 ...’.
11 Dec. 1795

Thomas Faris [attorney to the late H.T. Clements and
to Lord Leitrim], Marlborough Street, Dublin, to ‘dear
Sir [who must be Lord Clements]’.

‘Your not embracing the late opportunity of
representing the county of Leitrim disappointed a vast number, which you
would have done by a majority of at least 200, supposing a contest to have
taken place. The election was the 3rd instant, without the smallest
opposition to Mr Latouche.
From the liberal manner of several gentlemen in the county in not only
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declaring for you but canvassing, ... I would recommend you write [to
them], as such attention will probably be expected and be the means of
retaining their interest ..., whose names and direction are hereto annexed.
Mr Percy declared one of the first to Mr Sneyd in the most handsome
manner, and he has a very considerable interest. Mr Carncross Cullen not
only did likewise but wrote a letter requesting you to live at his house
during a canvass, and Mr Henderson in Carrick, where you lodged at the
assizes, not only offered his vote but his house for you and your friends,
which your uncle always had in that manner. Also write Mr Carter [later
described as Patrick Carter, Drumlease, Sligo], who was for some days
and nights without ever taking any rest, and his brother-in-law, Mr
Andrew Johnston, and [the] two Mr Johnstons, the Rev. Thomas Jones
and Duke Crofton, all of whom merit your immediately [sic] attention ... .
Mr Sneyd is here at present and recommends your writing to the
foregoing persons. ...’
He describes Mr Whaley’s attempts to wriggle out of a debt in which
Lord Clements is concerned, by alleging that it was a gambling debt.
‘... In order to prevent such a thing, you should immediately write to Mr
Whaley that, if he attempts such a thing, he will be advertised and no
person play with him or trust him. Enclosed [not found] is a letter of his
that fortunately I made A. Cooper open, conceiving it to be about some
electioneering, which if intended by the direction to your father, was a
most villainous act toward you, of which you had better caution him, as it
might do you an injury with your father that never would be forgot and
appears to me intended as such. ...
I almost forgot informing you of my having taken out your patent for
Custodes [sic] Rotulorum and commissioner of the peace for the county
of Leitrim. In consequence of the former, the office of clerk of the peace
should be filled up, lest the clerk of the crown should assume the
appointment; and Mr William Bartley being the clerk of the peace for
these twelve years last past and upwards, and who [sic] your uncle had
appointed, filled the office with attention and care, from which I suppose
you will continue him. ... As the quarter sessions will be early in January,
the office is absolutely necessary to be filled before then.’
1 Feb. 1796
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death of the former M.P. for the county, Leitrim’s younger brother,
Colonel the Rt Hon. H.T. Clements], ‘my old and best friend’, Betty begs
Lord Clements to support her claim to a pension with the Lord Lieutenant.
4 Mar. 1797

Francis O’Brien, Marlbank, to Lord [Clements].

‘... From the first day I had a vote in Leitrim, I was
attached to the interest of your worthy uncle, the late
Colonel Clements ... . At an election of his there were
twelve O’Briens went on two of his returns [since?] ..., father, sons and
cousin germans, who were all possessed of independent property. For my
own part, I don’t hold an inch of land under any one of the candidates. ...’
He suspects that Lord Leitrim’s agent, Mr Carter, may have written
something prejudicial to O’Brien, but he will ‘... only say that my heart
and mind are inclined to the name of a Clements. ...’ He asks for a
captaincy in the Donegal Militia.
4 Apr. 1797

William Gore, Bath, to Lord [Clements] in reply to a
canvassing letter.

The Clementses ‘... have on every opportunity
endeavoured to injure my family’s and my interest in
[the] county of Leitrim. Your late uncle, however, becoming convinced
of the great impolicy of such conduct, solicited an explanation, and by the
interposition of friends, he had my support on his last election for that
county. But, this being an arrangement entirely between him and me, it
ceased upon his death, and Lord Leitrim having always sedulously
avoided attending to ... or cultivating ...’ Gore and his family, Gore must
decline on the present occasion to support Lord Clements.

22 July 1797

William Betty, Dublin, to Lord [Clements] assuring
him that Betty and ‘some other friends who professed
to be governed by me’ supported Colonel Clements
from his first election in 1776, and will continue to
support ‘the old cause upon the next election. Nothing can make a county
election so pleasant as to have no sort of opposition, which I hope will be
the case as often as your Lordship can be in a way of being the
representative of the county of Leitrim.’
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1799-1800

Miscellaneous letters and papers of Lord Clements
about his opposition to the Union [see Ms. 36,030/1],
in his capacity as M.P. for Co. Leitrim and more
generally, including what is apparently the original of
the subscription list for the payment of Speaker Foster’s debts, January
1799:
24 Jan. 1799

Subscription list recording the sentiments and
subscriptions of those who wish ‘... to manifest to the
world and to posterity the sense the subscribers
entertain of the manly fortitude and disinterested
integrity shown by a certain Great Character [Speaker Foster] in this
country on the present occasion’. This is headed by David Latouche &
Co., Thomas Lighton & Co., and Luke White, with £1,000 each. Later
on, Samuel Dick subscribed £1,000. Lord Clements subscribed £100.
Other subscribers produced £2,600 between and among them.
The bundle also includes:
1 Feb. 1799

W[illiam] P[arsons] Percy, Garadice, [Ballinamore,
Co. Leitrim], to Lord Clements. ‘... I cannot omit the
earliest opportunity of expressing to you how much I
feel gratified, not only by the communicating of your
sentiments to me, but by the noble and virtuous conduct you have
observed in the part you took on the most important question that ever
was agitated in a House of Commons for [sic] Ireland. ...
The oath of a yeoman which we have sworn “to bear true allegiance to his
Majesty and to support the laws and constitution of this kingdom”, in
my mind militates strongly against an Union, and I cannot conceive how
the supporters of the measure can get over that idea ... .
It is impossible, my Lord, to put the ruinous consequences of an Union in
stronger colours than your Lordship has done. ... I think the different
counties should immediately meet to express their abhorrence of the
measure. I hope we shall adopt this mode here and return you in a public
manner our unfeigned thanks for the part you have taken for the
independence and liberty of your country.’
5 Feb. 1799
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the trouble he has ‘... taken in explaining the motives
which induced you to oppose an Union ... . I have
heard many good reasons given against the measure,
but not one for it.’
7 Feb. 1799

James Johnston, Oakfield, [Co. Leitrim], to Clements.

‘... I have had the honour of your favour on the subject
of the meditated Union, on the part you have taken and
the motives. I much admire the ingenuity with which
you handled the subject ... . Your letter has made great impression on
me. However, I ... acknowledge I thought the principle of an Union might
be discussed and that the greatest contest would have been on the detail of
measures. ... As to your particular [word omitted?], my Lord, I firmly
believe your conduct on this grand occasion proceeded from the purest
and most virtuous motives, a patriotic zeal for your country. ...’
10 Feb. 1799

Duke Crofton, Mohill, to Lord [Clements].

‘... Were it not for such characters as your Lordship
who are not afraid to stand forth to support our rights,
we should indeed be badly off. According to your
desire, I have read your letter to many friends, who all agree your conduct
has been that of a friend to your country. The only advantage resulting
from an Union was the preventing the Roman Catholics from stealing
into parliament, which in time they will do, if the laws are not repealed
that gave them too much liberty.
26 June 1799

Michael Mullarky, Leitrim Lodge, Carrick-onShannon, to Lord [Clements] enclosing an address of
support from the freeholders of the town and
neighbourhood of Leitrim, Co. Leitrim.

30 Jan. 1800

Munns West, Drumdarkin, to Lord Clements sending
him, in response to the circular from Lords Downshire
and Charlemont and W.B. Ponsonby, an anti-Union
petition with 25 signatures to it. West’s and those of
his two sons are not included, because although they have a considerable
landed property, they are not freeholders. ‘... Please observe that a
number of the names to this petition did formerly sign resolutions in
favour of the Union.’
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3 Feb. 1800

Simon Armstrong, Toothville, to ‘Honoured Sir’
sending him a similar signed petition. ‘... An address
appeared some time ago in the public papers, to which
the names of a great many of the freeholders of this
country [sic] was [sic] signed without their approbation or consent ...’.

Ms. 36,061/3

Apr.-May 1800

Letters to Lord Clements about the anti-Unionist cause
in Co. Donegal, as follows:

13 Apr. 1800

Alexander Stewart, Ards, [Co. Donegal], explaining
that the death of Stewart’s daughter incapacitates him
from going to the assizes at Lifford and taking a lead
against the Union. He is, however, ‘a zealous antiUnionist, and that from conviction, otherwise I never would appear in
opposition to the sentiments of my nearest and dearest friends [his
brother, Lord Londonderry, and Londonderry’s sons, Lord Castlereagh
and Charles Stewart]’.

‘... Therefore, under these circumstances, I wrote to my friend, Olphert,
giving him or Jemmy Stewart a power, in case any meeting was held, or
any wise, and proper measures proposed to resist the Union, to declare my
concurrence therein. ... In his answer to me, he expresses great
apprehensions that nothing is likely to be accomplished by the grand jury,
as he understood that there was to be a very full attendance of the friends
to Union, and also that the sheriff, who was against us, will incline to
have as many of them on [the grand jury] as decency will permit, and
likewise will probably follow the example of others in declining to call a
general county meeting. He therefore seemed to think that the most likely
way of getting anything done would be by the magistrates calling a
meeting after the assizes ... . Brooke, he tells me, is gone to England.
This was very wrong, as it will look like indifference or desertion, and
cast a damp on the spirit of the county. Besides his personal appearance
would have had great influence on several gentlemen and a great body of
freeholders. By another letter I received last post from Lord
Londonderry, he tells me that he and Charles [whom Stewart says
elsewhere in the letter he has “not seen for many years”] mean to take
Lifford in their way to Derry, as the Unionists think it right that there
should be a full attendance at the different assizes. Castlereagh goes to
Down. ...’
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Stewart, Ards, to [Clements] reiterating his view that
‘... little could be effected at Lifford.

Montgomery, as you know, on a former occasion
attempted to get something done by the grand jury,
which I agree with Olphert in thinking an unwise proceeding ..., as I can
only count four [members of it] that would have been for a petition, viz.
Montgomery, James Hamilton, Olphert and Cary. ... Jemmy Stewart
remaining in Dublin was also [in addition to Brooke’s being in England] a
loss. Your best way would have been, if you had thought of it, to have
had a requisition to the sheriff signed by as many as you could have got in
Dublin, when you might have got Brooke’s name and many others, and
then sent it down here for any that were in the country. This would have
secured a respectable signature to the requisition, and if the sheriff had
refused, would have justified any number of magistrates to have called the
meeting, and I could have no doubt that a petition would have been
carried, as the great bulk of the constituent body are decidedly against an
Union. I am afraid now it will be very uphill work ...’.
17 Apr. [1800]

Wybrants Olphert, Lifford, to Stewart, Ards,
Dunfanaghy. This letter is enclosed in the foregoing,
and constitutes the authority for much of what Stewart
writes.

9 May 1800

Stewards, Ards, to [Clements].

Olphert and Stewart ‘... both agree that, circumstanced
as the county Donegal is, there is no chance of
anything succeeding by its commencement in the country. The gentlemen
live so very scattered and remote from each other ... that we never can be
secure in a perfect co-operation ...’. He is critical of Brooke and wonders
if Brooke is sincere in his opposition to the Union. ‘... Every other county
had their knights of the shire attending [the assizes], and it ought to have
been very important business that should have prevented his attendance,
and ... he ought at least to have settled with his heir, [who] I understand to
be Mr Brooke, and his nephew, Grove, to have been forward in the
business. If there is yet any chance of anything being done in Donegal, ...
the only way to have it accomplished with respectability would be to have
a requisition to the sheriff signed by yourself, the knights of the shire and
a number of other gentlemen so disposed ...’.
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At the assizes, Mr Montgomery - against the advice of Stewart and
Olphert - ‘... spoke to the jury respecting the propriety of taking the
sentiments of the county on the question of Union’, but was rightly ruled
out of order by the foreman, Mr Forward, and the sheriff.
[For letters on Donegal estate business from Olphert and Stewart, see Ms.
36,064/8A-B.]

Ms. 36,061/4

Nov.-Dec. 1801

Co. Leitrim election correspondence of Lord
Clements, in which the Union features prominently as
an issue, including:

17 Nov. 1801

John Beresford [Chief Commissioner of the Revenue
and father-in-law and one of the executors of the late
H.T. Clements of Ashfield, Co. Cavan], London, to
‘My dear Lord [Leitrim, but with an endorsement in
Lord Clements’s handwriting].

‘I yesterday received a letter from Theo. Jones informing me that young
Mr Peter Latouche had advertised for the Co. Leitrim, and requesting me
to assist him, as guardian to Henry [John Clements of Ashfield], and
begging of me to write to you in his name ... . He thinks that the matter
will be perfectly easy if you assist each other. I think it incumbent on me
to assure your Lordship of my best efforts to serve Lord Clements upon
this occasion. I know it is both Mrs Clements and Henry’s wish so to do,
in the first instance, and naturally in the next place to serve Mr Jones. If
you should be disposed also to assist Mr Jones, I should hope that it might
prevent any contest. ...’
23 Nov. 1801

William Gore, Bath, to Lord [Clements] asking the
meaning of Clements’s repeated references to the
connections between their respective families. ‘... If ...
they should have an influence, that influence (I must
think) should be reciprocally attended to. Until your Lordship will favour
me with your sentiments explicit[ly] on the subject, I must beg leave to
decline any further declaration of my interest or intentions in the county
of Leitrim.’
post 23 Nov.
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respect that is due to your property and situation in the
county of Leitrim ... .

I meaned [sic] merely to allude to the relationship
subsisting between us, which I imagined might possibly influence you in
the disposal of your interest, although I had not the honour of being
personally known to you, and I by no means intended to allude to any
electioneering connection between you and the late Colonel Clements, of
whose transactions in that respect I profess myself totally ignorant. ... I ...
lament that you should have reason to complain of any inattention either
from Lord Leitrim or the late Colonel Clements. I should hope it was
unintentional on their part. But ... I flatter myself you will not feel
inclined to impute any blame to me on that account. ...’
26 Nov. 1801

James Whyte [owner of the Newtown Manor, alias
Parke’s Castle, estate, near Dromahair], Dawlish
[Devon], to Lord [Clements]. ‘Having received no
application from Mr Jones (whom I have been
accustomed to support with my little interest in the county of Leitrim) to
assist him at the next general election for that county, I think myself at
liberty to acquaint your Lordship that I shall with great pleasure give
instructions to my present agent, Mr Thomas Carter, to assist you and Mr
Peter Latouche ...’. He asks for a job for Carter.
28 Nov. 1801

Major J. Cullen, Youghal, [Co. Cork, where
presumably the Leitrim Militia were stationed], to
Lord [Clements]. He will support Clements and Jones,
unless their interests clash, in which case he must
support Jones, ‘... the steady friend of our family, ... [and the] father of my
colonel, who is so dear to the regiment and for whom no sacrifice we
could make is sufficient to repay the many and essential services he has
done us’.
29 Nov. 1801

Robert Algeo, Hollymount, to Lord [Clements]. He
thought Clements’s letter was one ‘... granting the
request I made of you when last in Carrick ... [for] a
commission for my son in your regiment, but to my
great surprise ... found it to be only an electioneering letter’.

5 Dec. 1801
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‘I have been so tormented for some time past with the
registry of freeholders that I really had not time to
write to you. My reason for not declaring in your favour in my former
letter was ... a report that prevailed here that you would either join Mr
Latouche or oblige your tenants to vote single. As I now find this is not to
happen, I have pleasure in saying you shall have every support in my
power. I answered Mr Latouche’s letter by the same post I wrote to you,
and if he shows you my letter, you will find I gave him a prompt refusal
of my interest, and told him I would support you and Mr Jones.
Mr Latouche was at our sessions on Thursday. ... I asked him here, but he
had some people to dine with him. ... James Johnston [of Oakfield] has a
great interest. If you can get him to your side, with James Whyte’s and
the Tottenham interests, you will secure your election. Capt. Frederick,
who lives near Ballyshannon, has brought forward about forty men to
register. They belong to a Mr Hamilton who was lately released from the
Marshalsea. He was the publisher of The Agricultural Magazine. You
ought to lose no time in applying for this interest. Mr Conolly has great
interest with Frederick, who has the management of these rascals, who
were never heard of before. They live in Ballinaglearagh. You are not to
ask me to ride with you there. Wynne I know you have, but he has not
laid himself out to make voters. Perhaps if you wrote to him he would
still. I can’t give you any idea of the numbers lately registered, but that
James Johnston has made I suppose 100 since September last. I have
taken care of Henry Clements’s people and of your father’s. I assure you,
Carter [Lord Leitrim’s agent] has paid every attention to your father’s
tenants and had as many registered as he possibly could.
I hope to have the pleasure of seeing you here soon, and if Lady Clements
could put up with Leitrim fare, her accompanying you would make us
extremely happy. So when may we expect to see you? In the meantime,
get James Johnston, Tottenham and Whyte, and you and Mr Jones will
have an easy election. Have you got Henry Clements - I mean [the] son
of the Colonel? If he exerts himself with our new bishop (Beresford), you
may get all our clergy. ... I look upon Mr Jones’s election [as] secure, and
Mr Latouche has been so very active that you ought to exert yourself. ...
I fear Latouche has succeeded with Johnston [of Friarstown, Dromahair].
... I believe Johnston has promised Latouche when he sees that Mr Jones
is secure. Rely on it, Mr Jones will ride first. ...’
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J. Johnston, Friarstown, to Lord [Clements].

‘... I hope you look on me equally embarked in your
cause as in Mr Jones’s. ... I met Mr Latouche at
M[anor] Hamilton. He did not get many promises not more than half a dozen. ... I had a long conversation with C. Cullen on
the different interests. He is decidedly for Mr Jones and making
extraordinary exertions in his favour. ... You certainly, my Lord, are the
popular candidate, and the sentiments of the people in general are in your
favour. The contest will be between Mr L. and Mr J. ...’
14 Dec. 1801

William Gore, Bath, to Lord [Clements] replying in
friendlier terms to Clements’s letter.

‘... Your uncle ... acknowledged he had been deceived
[in his attitude to Gore], and said evidently that
Clements and Gore interests united would have saved him much
trouble and expense. ... I confess, my first object now is to introduce my
son under the most favourable auspices to the gentlemen of the county of
Leitrim, and must therefore look to those connections which may be most
favourable to his pretensions on any future occasion ... . It therefore rests
with your Lordship to determine how far you may be inclined to foster
those connections which you have referred to on former occasions.’
14 Dec. 1801

Judge Luke Fox, Harcourt Street, Dublin, to Lord
[Clements] declining to give him Fox’s small interest
in Co. Leitrim, ‘... as it appears from your public
address to the electors ... that you found your claim for
their support avowedly on your opposition to the measure of Union. ... I in
common with some of your Lordship’s nearest relatives take an honest
pride in having cordially supported that measure ..., [and] I cannot see
what good purpose it can now answer to put forth publications which may
tend to shake the public peace of the realm by rendering the lower classes
of the people discontented with their political connection with Great
Britain.’
18 Dec. 1801
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Draft of a letter from [Lord Clements] to Sir George
[Fitzgerald] Hill justifying the allusions he made to the
Union in the letter he wrote to Hill requesting his
support at the next election for Co. Leitrim.

‘... I feel extremely obliged to you for the kind expressions you have
made use of with regard to me, and for your promise of support in case it
does not interfere with Jones [at the next election for Co. Leitrim]. But
how could you imagine that I ever intended “to fix an unqualified stigma
upon all those who held a different opinion on the question of Union”. I
am sure there is nothing in my address to the county to justify such a
supposition. You yourself have made a distinction between “bona fide
Unionists” and such as “were guilty of tergiversation”. Upon your own
principle, therefore, you must acquit me of intending to throw any
reflection upon the former, and of the latter, surely the less their friends
say of them the better. I imagine there is no man, however “proud of
being an Unionist” who would attempt to justify the conduct of [William]
Rowley [of Mount Campbell, Drumsna?], for instance, and he, by the bye,
is I believe the only man in the county to whom anything that I have said
on the subject of apostasy is applicable. I have no doubt he would have
great pleasure in refusing me his interest, if I was to give him an
opportunity of doing so. But that I shall not do, for however impolitic it
may be in me, I shall not ask him for his support, nor should I have
applied to you if I had considered that I had reflected on your political
conduct.
I hope I am as little disposed as you are to think ill of a man for mere
bona fide difference of opinion on a political question. The fact is that, so
far from endeavouring to fix a stigma upon those who differed from me
on the Union, I have expressed no opinion upon the Union at all in my
address to the county. I have not even attempted to take credit for having
opposed it. I have founded my pretensions to be re-elected merely upon
consistency of conduct, a pretension which, when the circumstances of
the times are taken into consideration, would with impartial men, whether
Unionists or anti-Unionists, I should imagine be no slight
recommendation.
There is one part of your letter that I do not perfectly understand, in which
you speak of persons influencing the friends of bona fide Unionists in an
improper manner ... . If ... you mean to insinuate that I used any influence
with either Sneyd or Gore to vote against the Union (for though you have
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not said so expressly, I cannot understand your letter in any other light),
you must allow me to ask you by what authority you say so. I know
Sneyd to be too much a man of honour. ... [These two sentences are
crossed out, and there then follows a much more opaque variant, which
concludes:] I can assure you ... that I feel no “political spleen” against
you, and that I feel sincerely obliged to you for your good wishes,
notwithstanding your “political question”.’
24 Dec. 1801

Hugh O’Beirne, Jamestown Lodge, to Lord Clements.

‘... When you offered yourself a candidate for this
county, I did not hesitate a moment in the
consideration of my choice, convinced that you
possessed every necessary qualification. I still continue in the same
opinion, but I candidly own to you that I fel [sic] short of the support I
expected from you in some of the political occurrences in this county. ...
By your absence, occasioned by your military duties, I suppose, I found
myself alone, unsupported, having no claim to the partiality of your
colleague. In the progress of rebellion and invasion, I found myself
without a friend who could be useful to me, but one, whose friendship I
cannot forget. Surrounded by unprovoked enemies, I remained in a very
precarious and perilous state [see under Ms. 36,062/1] until the day of the
affair at Balnamuck [sic], and it was the will of providence that I defeated
the deep designs of schemers who will perhaps make you promises, when
they have no intention to fulfil them, in case they can do better; and I have
the presumption to think that I contributed more to the peace and good
order of the peasantry of this neighbourhood than those who boast of it
and who, as usual, profited largely by the misfortune of their
neighbours. ...
Notwithstanding that I gave my feeble assent in favour of the Union, none
of your constituents can admire your parliamentary conduct more than I
do. I am ignorant in electioneering traffics, and on the point of going
outside this world ... . I have two sons, to whom I have given the best
education I could afford. They are in the two professions of the law, one
of them now in this country [sic]. I wish to make friends for them, and I
trust they will have [the] judgement to keep them. I have made no
engagement or promise to any of the candidates for this county, nor will I
until I have the pleasure of seeing you. Should a contest take place, I
have the vanity to think that I will have as much influence as some of
those who lately endeavoured to reduce me to their own origin
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[sense?] ...’

Ms. 36,061/5

Jan.-Aug. 1802

Co. Leitrim election correspondence of Lord
Clements, including:

6 Jan. 1802

Francis O’Brien, Friskill, [Edgworthstown,
Co. Longford] to Lord Clements. He has no doubt that
the remaining members of the O’Brien family and
himself will continue the support they have always
given to the Clementses, and praises the exertions and influence which
Thomas Faris has been employing on Clements’s behalf. He has one
request - that a preference be given to him as a prospective tenant of the
house and demesne of Cloncorrick. He would like to move there, because
his ‘present residence’ means that he is ‘detached from my tenantry’.
20 Jan. 1802

Thomas Conolly, White Hall, to Lord [Clements]
promising his support, which ‘... only consists at
present of two votes, viz. Dr Sheil of Ballyshannon,
who has a lease for ever, and one Roger Conolly upon
the spot. This interest you shall command if I can command the Doctor.
I do not care to interfere with Major Dixon, as upon the last election he
gave his support to Messrs Jones and Latouche.’

7 Feb. 1802

W.P. Percy, Garadice, to Lord Clements referring to
Lord and Lady Clements’s successful canvass of
Co. Leitrim, with some suggestion that Percy’s brother
should become agent for some concern of Clements’s.

‘... Mr Jones has been here on his canvass. He is in great spirits and says
he has been very successful. He intimated to me a very good
understanding between you and him, and that he would do you any good
in his power. I told him you were my first object at this election, and that
I would withhold declaring for anyone else until I should find you
perfectly safe. ... I told him that I heard he had some strong, single
interests, such as Johnston of Oakfield. He said he had, and that it was
very likely he might prevail upon him to be favourable to you; and,
altogether, he thinks you very safe. Thus the matter stands and shall
remain so with me for some time longer. ...’
6 July 1802
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have been an A.D.C.], to Lord [Clements].
‘... Notwithstanding all the disappointments and
expense my father experienced, and though he owes
his rejection [sic] from the county to Lord Leitrim and his family ...’,
William Gore Senior was disposed to come to an understanding with
Clements, but met with no response. Therefore the Gores cannot support
Clements at the election.
14 July 1802

[The 6th Earl of] Granard, Clanhugh Lodge,
[Mullingar], to Lord Clements explaining what
canvassing letters he has written out of anxiety for
Clements’ success.

‘... Mr Latouche applied to me for my second votes ..., which I agreed to.
I shall most sincerely regret having done so, if it does you the least
injury.’

Ms. 36,061/6

1803-5

Co. Leitrim election correspondence of Lord
Clements/Leitrim, including:

19 Feb. 1803

[Rev.] Andrew Crawford, Grouseville, [postmarked
Strokestown], to Lord Clements, Killadoon, reciting
the support which he has given to the Clements family
over the years. ‘... Upon this principle, I centre my
hopes, if it is not immediately in your power to give me a shove in the
Church after the long servitude [of] 34 years ..., of your making provision
for my eldest son (namely Thomas), who is now adult ...’.
22 Aug. [1804]

Draft of a circular letter from Lord Clements [now 2nd
Earl of Leitrim], Grosvenor Square, to his supporters
in the county. ‘... As you are so good as to offer me
your interest on the present vacancy, I shall take the
liberty of requesting your support in favour of my cousin, Mr Henry
[John] Clements [of Ashfield]. ...’
[c.1804?]
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3 Apr. 1805

Affidavit of two Mohill freeholders, sworn before
Duke Crofton, ‘... that for a considerable number of
years past no resident gentleman of said county has
offered himself a candidate to represent it in
parliament, and that deponents verily believe that, were the
representatives of this county resident therein, they would materially
conduce to its improvement, as well as be thereby enabled to inform
themselves of the real interests of their constituents so as to promote them
in the imperial parliament ..., [and] that deponents are of opinion the most
probable mode of procuring this desirable effect would be by levying off
the county at large the sum of £1,000 to be laid out (under such
regulations as the grand jury may think necessary) in supporting any two
resident gentlemen who shall offer themselves candidates to represent this
county in parliament.’
‘Pursuant to the annexed affidavit’, the grand jury levied the £1,000 and
entrusted it to a committee consisting of Owen Wynne Esq., Rev.
Carncross Cullen, Robert Johnston, Thomas Dickson, Thomas Tenison,
William Parsons Percy, Mathew Nesbitt, William O’Brien, John Crofton
and William Slack Esqs., who are ‘... to see the said sum faithfully and
honestly expended in supporting two resident gentlemen of this county
who shall be approved of by the said committee or the major part of it ...
at the ensuing general election’.

Ms. 36,061/7

Apr.-July 1807

Co. Leitrim election correspondence of Lord Leitrim,
following the quarrel between his cousin, Colonel
Henry John Clements of Ashfield, and him over
Leitrim politics in 1806-7, about the unsuccessful
candidature of Leitrim’s brother, Colonel R.C. Clements, in 1807, and
H.J. Clements’s return.
The bundle includes:
29 Apr. 1807

J. Johnston, [Friarstown], to Lord Leitrim, Sackville
Street, Dublin.

‘... The dissolution of parliament has been rather
unexpected, in consequence of which many of the late
members will be out, among the number I think Mr Gore. ... You should
not lose an hour in coming into the country. I will expect you to make
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this house your headquarters ...’.
30 Apr. [1807]

John Marcus Clements, Dublin Castle, to Lord
Leitrim.

He does not know how soon his brother, Henry John
Clements, will get back to Ireland ‘... to guard his
interests against the unforeseen exertions made against them. ... I am
extremely happy to tell you that in the interim I have been most successful
in his canvass.’
1 May 1807

[Sir] Ben[jamin] Chapman, [1st Bt], St Lucy’s,
[Co. Westmeath], to Lord [Leitrim].

‘... I hope that you are quite clear that your brother,
Robert, is of full age, as you must be sensible that this
point is essential to his success. I am clear you have the preponderating
interest, if properly exerted. I shall write without delay to secure you the
first vote for him and to withhold engagements as far as I can, though this
is very difficult to accomplish. ...’
2 May [1807]

Mrs Story, Ballyconnell House, [Co. Cavan], to Lord
Leitrim.

‘... I should hope Henry’s interest and his [Robert’s]
may be compatible. The former has, I understand,
always conducted himself in parliament so as to give him a claim to the
attention of the Co. Leitrim ...’.
2 May 1807

Rev. John Little, Holly Manor, post-marked Carrickon-Shannon, to Lord Leitrim, Dublin.

He will ‘... steadily support your brother, [but] at the
same time beg leave to mention to your Lordship, if
my friend, Mr Peter Latouche, offers himself, I feel bound also to support
him, from a very long acquaintance and intimacy both with his uncle and
himself, having always experienced the greatest attention and kindness
from them. ... Your brother will ride the foremost horse in course, Mr
Latouche next, and I am firmly of opinion we will have no contest. White
will not be mad enough to offer himself, and I think Mr Henry Clements
cannot possibly have any chance in competition with your brother. Mr
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Gore’s friends are confined to a very few [?who are in] the Latouche
interest.’
3 May 1807

J. Johnston, [Friarstown], to Lord Leitrim, Sackville
Street, Dublin.

‘... I was always of opinion that a resident agent would
be necessary in the neighbourhood of Manor
Hamilton, to keep the tenantry steady and see them properly registered,
particularly so while this county is so likely to be disputed at every
dissolution of parliament. The sooner you can come among them, the
better. ... I wish you had employed a more lively agent than [Anthony]
Cooper. He appears a sleepy fellow.
Who does Mr L. White support? If his registries are in time, he will
produce a large batch. ... I have set an humble agent to work in a private
way among White’s [sic - James Whyte of Pilton House, Barnstaple,
Devon] tenants at Newtown, and am confident of succeeding to the
amount of twenty. This to yourself.’
4 May 1807

Theophilus Swift, Dorset Street, to Lord [Leitrim].

There are only two registered freeholders on the estate
of Swift’s brother, the Rev. Godwin Swift. ‘... It
unfortunately happens that the last life in some leases
that several of Mr Swift’s tenants held under, expired about two months
ago, and no renewal has since been made to them. I believe there were
about eighteen or twenty of them. ...
As to my brother himself, he never on any occasion strays beyond the
limits of his own garden. To say the truth, although he entertains a great
respect for your Lordship’s family, I do believe he would not move from
one room to another in his own house, to turn an election in favour of his
own son or of myself or of any other man whatever. ...’
5 May 1807

J. Parr, Upper Grosvenor Street, to Lord [Leitrim]. He
has not yet appointed a new agent, and is ‘... at a loss
who to write to respecting such votes as Mrs Parr and
myself have under the leases your Lordship’s father
had the kindness to give us ...’.
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‘Saturday night’

Lady Granard, Moira House, [Dublin], to Lord Leitrim
‘... informing him that she has received Lord Granard’s
directions to give her first votes his Lordship’s brother
and to keep his second disengaged till he lands. ...’
She also recommends one of Lord Forbes’s agents, John O’Ferrall of
17 Sackville Street, who ‘... is a catholic and brother-in-law to Mr McCan,
Mr Grattan’s agent ..., [and] might be useful amongst the catholics. ...’

[early May?
1807]

Humphrey Butler to George [
]. ‘... I shall certainly
support Leitrim’s brother ... . I promised Gore to
support him, but I rather think he will decline. If such
an event takes place, you may dispose of my second
votes as you think proper. ...’
7 May 1807

[The 8th Earl of] Fingall, New Grace, to Lord
[Leitrim].

‘... I have this day written to Lord Southwell ... . Mr
John Latouche, who is a candidate for Leitrim, has I
understand been promised that support which from circumstances could
not be given to him in Dublin, and to which he is certainly very well
entitled. This I hope will not interfere with your Lordship’s views on this
occasion. ... Lord Southwell’s address is Baker Street, Portman Square.’
8 May 1807

Capt. Jos. Benison [of the Donegal Militia], Cavan, to
Lord Leitrim, Mohill, giving him information about
Cavan-based freeholders of Co. Leitrim, particularly
people whom the Rev. Mr Story and Mr Sneyd, both
of Ballyconnell, can influence.
9 May 1807

Simon Armstrong, Toothville, to ‘Rt Hon. Sir.

I received your favour and have spoak [sic] to a good
many of your tenants, who seems [sic] to be all well
inclined to vote as you desire. I have also made it my
business to speak to many others, some of whom will serve your brother.
Others incline to serve Mr Henry Clements on account of their attachment
to his father. ...’
21 May [1807]
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Co. Leitrim.
‘... The unfortunately defective state of the registry on
the part of some of my principal supporters was the only circumstance
that could have induced me to decline a poll, but I look forward with the
greatest confidence to a future period, when the same cause will no longer
operate to prevent my success.’
4 June 1807

Michael Fox, Treasury Office, Dublin, to Lord
[Leitrim].

‘... I am happy to find that those untoward
circumstances which frustrated our hopes on this
occasion are likely to be of short duration, for I cannot suppose that the
surreptitious arts and deceptions of those designing men who have now
sown the seeds of dissension and disturbed the harmony of a family
hitherto happily united and greatly beloved, can long continue to operate.
I have enjoyed the confidence and patronage of your family for three
generations ... . Therefore, it is grievous to me to see the influence of an
ambitious, overreaching and insatiable family misleading the son [H.J.
Clements] of my late greatly respected friend [Colonel H.T. Clements]
and making him the instrument of their sordid views of
aggrandisement ... .
Your lordship has now some parts of your estate in that county out of
lease, and as it is become very generally the policy of landlords and their
intermediate tenants to multiply by every possible means the number of
freeholders, I beg leave with great deference to suggest to you the
necessity of ... availing yourself of such opportunities as may occur of
extending your influence and at the same time increasing the value of
your estate. This can only be accomplished by judiciously dividing and
sub-dividing those large farms, such as I and other petty landlords now
hold, into small farms of from ten to twenty acres, and giving leases only
for one only life and ten or fifteen years. This tenure would secure their
fidelity to their landlord and take them out of the hands of the priest and
the land-jobber, and every man having his smallholding entirely to
himself, would be induced to build on it and to cultivate and improve it to
the best advantage.
I perceive that the population of that county is wonderfully increased
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within my memory, and yet I do not find that those protestants which your
grandfather and a few other patriotic gentlemen encouraged to settle there
have increased in the same ratio with the catholics. Therefore, it is
impossible to make that kind of general discrimination which, if
practicable, might for many reasons be desirable. But a selection of
reputable protestants, and giving them in general a larger portion of
ground according to their circumstances, might be found eligible, as it
would preserve a degree of superiority and give them a useful kind of
ascendancy. ...’
11 June 1807

J. Johnston, [Friarstown], to Lord Leitrim, Sackville
Street, about the expense of election agents.

‘... It is extremely difficult and unpleasant to deal with
attorneys. Their ideas on these occasions are very
great indeed with regard to payment. They were all very thankful and
highly pleased, and did not forget to tell the agents of the other candidates
how handsomely they were paid. I think Mr [Anthony] Cooper should be
content with the same sum and his expenses. Between ourselves, he is a
heavy, stupid man as I ever met.
Robert came off extremely well. He acquitted himself in the most
gentlemanly manner at the hustings by making a neat speech with great
ease and not at all embarrassed. His apology was universally admired,
even by his most violent opponents.
Henry Clements is using all his might to rivet himself in the county. He
has got Bob Johnston appointed barrister for Sligo, and I hear something
is got for Henry Cullen. Gore, the former member, has got John Carter
appointed to a company in the line. Whether he looks forward to the
county or not, I can’t say. ...’
19 June 1807

Anthony Cooper, 57 Queen Street, [Dublin], to Lord
[Leitrim], explaining that he considers 70 guineas too
little recompense for his services and expenses as
conducting agent. He could have got £100 as a
supernumerary for Latouche. ‘... I beg also to inform your Lordship that I
got from Mr Jones very near £200 for the last election he stood with your
Lordship, although he was unsuccessful, and I know Mr Fawcett got from
Mr Latouche for this election 200 guineas, and he had not more trouble or
more to do than I have had. ...’
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1809: 1812-13:
N.D.

Co. Leitrim election correspondence of Lord Leitrim,
including:

5 Oct. 1812

John Latouche, Merrion Square, [Dublin], to Lord
Leitrim, Brighton.

‘I feel more than I can express by your very kind and
friendly letter, which I received yesterday late in the’
evening. You will easily believe that it gave me the greatest pleasure for,
though from our long habits of intimacy and friendship I had indulged the
hope that, in the event of your brother’s not standing, I should have had
your good wishes and support, yet I should be insensible indeed did I not
feel the very kind manner in which you anticipated my wishes by giving it
to me unsolicited and before any application from me on the subject could
have reached you.
It places me quite out of danger, and as I also have a very large proportion
of the best interests of the county, I reckon on my return as certain. There
will be a contest. Mr White stands. Lord Granard, I know, supports him.
Mr Hugh Crofton votes now for Colonel Clements. I am told my best
policy is to stand neuter between both, and it is my intention to do so. I
have seen Mr [Austin] Cooper, who has acted in the handsomest manner
towards me, and has given me letters to your different people conveying
your wishes to them. At my request, he has written a few lines to Simon
Armstrong, who has some votes registered and also I know would be
happy to follow your sentiments. I have not yet been in the county, but go
off tomorrow, and will have great pleasure in letting you know how things
are going on there. ...
I think upon the whole government will lose in this country. ... Cavan will
also be contested. Sneyd I hear will have the majority. ...
6 Oct. 1812

[Sir] Hugh Crofton, [3rd Bt], Ballyduff, Co. Kilkenny,
to Lord Leitrim, Brighton.

‘... I had a letter from Colonel Clements dated the 30th
September to ask my interest, which I answered by a
refusal, as I kept it for Mr Clements, thinking he would perhaps be a
candidate. Some time after that, I had a letter from my brother, asking if I
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would vote for the Colonel provided your Lordship’s brother did not
stand, and this I answered in the affirmative. Yesterday I received
another letter from the Colonel with a similar request, and as your letter
was in my hands, I by return of the post answered the Colonel that I
would give him my second votes this time. I was much concerned to hear
that your Lordship had been so dangerously ill. ...’
6 Oct. 1812

Luke White, Dublin, to Lord Leitrim, Brighton.

‘Having been informed that Mr Robert Clements is not
to be a candidate for the county of Leitrim on the
approaching election, I take the liberty of entreating
the aid of your Lordship’s powerful support in my favour on that
occasion. In doing so, I take the liberty of saying that, should I be so
fortunate to succeed, that [sic] my first object will be to meet your
Lordship’s ideas respecting the question now in agitation that so
materially concerns this country.’
10 Oct. 1812

Duke Crofton, Mohill, to Lord [Leitrim].

‘Until I had the honour of receiving your letter, neither
Duke nor myself would engage to any person, as we
were determined to vote singly for your brother, if it
was necessary, and to give him every support in our power. But as he has
declined setting up ..., we intend giving our interest to Mr Latouche and
Colonel Clements. Mr White is the only candidate who opposes them. It
is thought he will not be returned as all the gentlemen of the country [sic]
support the other two late representatives. ...’
25 Oct. 1812

Luke White, Carrick-on-Shannon, to Lord [Leitrim].

‘... The kind manner in which you have communicated
your sentiments in my favour, has excited a lively
sense of obligation in me. It [Lord Leitrim’s letter]
was delivered to me on the hustings. That will, I am sure, be a sufficient
apology for my not sooner expressing those feelings that your kindness
has created.
It appears to me to be right to acquaint your Lordship of the efforts made
by the friends of Colonel Clements to counteract your intentions, as well
as by [sic] the production of a letter from Mr A. Cooper interdicting all
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interference with your tenantry, a copy of which letter I subjoin.
At the close of the poll yesterday, the numbers were: Latouche, 2013;
Clements, 1555; White, 769. The gross number polled, 2211. It appears
by the clerk of the peace’s books that about 1800 remain to be polled,
from which I hope to make up the numbers necessary to place me above
Colonel Clements. At all events, it is my intention to continue the poll as
long as I have any prospect of success. ...’
Below is the copy of the letter from A[ustin] Cooper to Hugh McDermot,
dated 21 October. ‘I understand you are taking a very active and busy
part with Lord Leitrim’s tenants, and influencing them to vote as may suit
your own wishes. I have therefore to desire that you will not attempt or
dare to interfere with them, except by the special directions of Mr
Latouche, to whom Lord Leitrim has given the entire of his interest, and
by whom you and all the tenants must be directed.’
4 Nov. 1812

Hugh O’Beirne, Jamestown Lodge, to Lord Leitrim,
Brighton, reporting that Latouche has been seriously
ill, but is recovering in Dublin.

‘... It being found that Mr Latouche had a great
majority of the first and leading interests in the county, the contest
remained between Colonel Clements and Mr White. The former, having
his old, trained party, still holding their places of emolument, peculations
by roading [sic], jobbing, etc, etc, ... exerted every nerve by bribing,
promising and threats without much regard to delicacy or character, in
favour of Colonel Clements, threatening destruction to the poor 40
shilling freeholders in case of their voting against the Colonel, who has
been again chosen to represent this poor, ill-fated county, and continue ...
their old practices of exclusion by hunting down the poor landholder and
driving him to beggary by vexation and persecution ... . I lament to
inform you, the pounds in this neighbourhood and throughout the county
are filled with poor people’s cattle seized for the present November rents.
The Rev. John Rowley not being in the country, and no access to Lady de
Clifford, the land agent, one Armstrong, residing in Longford, a most
illiberal man, is oppressing that tenantry for voting for Messrs Latouche
and White ...
It is generally supposed, when next vacancy takes place, that Colonel
Clements must take leave of the county, and that his late victory has been
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a dear purchase. I believe great pains was taken to seduce and corrupt
your Lordship’s tenantry. As many of them as I saw, I admonished and I
explained to them the consequences to tenants who disoblige good
landlords, and I directed Hugh McDermott of Gort to watch them closely
and to hold a list of the names of such as voted against you. This I
suppose he has done. I had a list taken from the poll book, [from] which,
if correct, I find your tenants of Manor Hamilton voted against you, a few
excepted. Those of Mohill barony steady in [sic] your instructions, a
family of the Crawfords excepted, who voted single for Colonel
Clements. ...
It has been stated to me, for what cause I do not know, that Mr Cooper,
your agent, brought ejectments against some of your tenants, and that
without your direction. Your Lordship will judge if, at this period of
general persecution, you will direct the proceedings to continue, or direct
one or two months’ more indulgence. ...
Mr White made a large fortune, but he is unacquainted with the necessary
modes generally made use of by candidates for counties, nor does he
appear to be generally acquainted in this county, having no respectable
gentlemen to use much exertion in his favour amongst the lower orders,
Capt. Palmer excepted, who is not very generally known himself. But,
Mr White having delivered a strong speech from the hustings on the first
day, expressive of his determination never to vote contrary to the interests
of his country nor use any distinction or exclusion in [sic] the subjects of
religious distinctions, and ... [of his determination to] vote for the general
emancipation of all his Majesty’s subjects, which he considered the best
protection for the safety and honour of the Empire, etc, etc, by this
declaration he became very popular and recommended himself most
strongly. ...’
[For two letters from Lord Leitrim to Austin Cooper about the 1812
general election, see Ms. 36,064/12.]

Ms. 36,061/9

1817-18: 1823

Co. Leitrim election correspondence of Lord Leitrim,
as follows:

18 Dec. 1817

[Major] J[ohn] M[arcus] Clements, Bolton Lodge,
Tadcaster, Yorkshire, to Lord Leitrim, Killadoon.

Killadoon List in NLI printed 20/11/07

Page 355

KILLADOON PAPERS

DATE

DESCRIPTION

‘My brother having expressed his intention of not
offering himself again as a candidate for the county of
Leitrim, I have been strongly encouraged to stand in his place at the next
election. Having determined to do so, I wish you to be the first person
apprised from myself of my intentions.
I trust that, whatever misunderstanding may have occurred between you
and my brother (which I assure you to this day I am ignorant of and which
I have always lamented) will not influence with regard to me, and that I
may hope for your support, which must ensure me an easy success, with
the double gratification of owing it in a great measure to your assistance.’
[post 18 Dec.
1817]

Copy of Leitrim’s very short reply.

‘... It will be sufficient to say that, as things are, your
interest is as distinct from mine as your general
politics are different. Of this you must be well aware,
and consequently you cannot expect that I should support you. I am sorry
that this should be the case ...’.
8 Jan. 1818

J.M. Clements, Bolton Lodge, Tadcaster, to Leitrim.

‘... I cannot but admit the truth of what [you] say, and I
feel much obliged by your candour. I regret that things
are so. However, I trust that ... I may flatter myself
with the hope that you will not take an active part against me.’
1 Mar. 1823

Capt. Charles Ferguson, Single Street Lodge,
Ballyshannon, to Leitrim, Cheltenham.

‘Having been recently informed that my Lord
Clements will very likely offer himself a candidate for
the representation of the county of Leitrim at our next general election, I
feel it imperative upon me to inform your Lordship that your tenantry are
ill-prepared for voting, which I have had an opportunity of discovering
some time ago when, at the request of Mr Luke White, I attended the
registering of his freeholders at Manor Hamilton and Mohill, in which
neighbourhood he could not at that time get a second magistrate to attend,
and when that gentleman solicited my vote and interest (when he was first
returned for the county), I refused to give him either until he showed me
your Lordship’s letter promising him your own interest and your
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brother’s. ...’
Leitrim’s agent should ‘... advise such of them [Leitrim’s tenants] as have
given land to their sons or other persons to get their freeholds registered,
which all the other landlords in Leitrim (or their agents) compelled their
tenants to do, and by which means several gentlemen possessing only
moderate estates in the county can muster I believe very near as many
freeholders as your Lordship. I know instances of lessees having only
three cows’ proportion of land, to be compelled to give part to their sons
in order to register votes. ...’
Ms. 36,061/10

Mar.-Nov. 1825

Co. Leitrim election correspondence of Lord Leitrim,
including:

11 Mar. 1825

John Dunn, Drumsna, to Leitrim offering him Dunn’s
ten or a dozen votes for Lord Clements at the next
election, and mentioning that Dunn’s son obtained a
commission in the Roscommon Militia through
Leitrim’s influence with Lord Lorton.
28 Mar. 1825

[Sir] Hugh Crofton, Dublin, to Leitrim.

‘... I shall never divulge the content [of Leitrim’s
private and confidential letter to him], but I think it
right to mention that your Lordship’s visit to Carrick
accompanied by Lord Clements was attributed to the desire of setting up
Lord C. for the county, as I heard the conjecture expressed by many. ...
In the interval of your political connection with the county, it has fallen to
my lot to become personally obliged to the present member from a
kindness which he showed to one of my sons, who is very much attached
to him. This binds me not to do him any injury. At the same time,
perhaps your Lordship may arrange matters so that the competition may
not lie there ...’.
25 June 1825

[The 6th Earl of] Granard, Paris, to Leitrim.
‘... When I left Ireland, I gave up the disposal of all my
county interests to my son, and in consequence have
referred every application to him. ...’
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Lord Forbes [Granard’s son], Castle Forbes,
[Newtownforbes, Co. Longford], to Leitrim.
‘... The loss [as a result of the fire at Castle Forbes] in
various ways has been very severe - in the article of
books irreparable.

On the subject of Lord Clements, I cannot at the present moment say
more than that it is my wish to support him, should circumstances enable
me to do so, but as the period of election is so distant, I cannot positively
pledge myself to any person. No person can have a fairer claim to the
representation of Leitrim than Lord Clements.’
6 Aug. [1825]

[The 3rd Earl of] Bessborough, Roehampton, to
Leitrim promising support.

‘I only hope, as I am at present rather engaged to Mr
White, that there will be no objection to my giving him
my second vote. I shall not mention your letter to anyone but
Duncannon ...’.
9 Nov. 1825

D[uke] Crofton, Lakefield, to Leitrim.

‘... Lord Clements shall have my vote and any interest
I can procure for him. ... Mr White is not popular. The
money lent by his father to the several gentlemen was
what returned him, as they could not oppose him. Colonel Clements is
more in favour from the side he takes [on emancipation]. Yet, I think his
residing in England militates against him. ...’
17 Nov. 1825

[The 21st] Lord de Clifford, King’s Weston, [Bristol],
to Leitrim.

‘I fear that I can be of little service to Lord Clements
beyond my sincere wishes for his success. I believe
the Dowager Lady de Clifford has always been in the habit of placing her
interest in the county of Leitrim at the disposal of Sir Josias Rowley, and
as he resides in the county, it is to be presumed that he has already
decided what part to take in case a contest is expected. I shall, however,
immediately write to them both ...’.
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Robert Latouche, Harristown, to Leitrim.

‘... The very liberal and steady support you have
always given my poor brother, John, on similar
occasions, as well as the friendship which has so long
subsisted between us, allows me no hesitation in assuring you of every
support in my power at the approaching election, and I will feel extremely
happy at having an opportunity of making you some return for your
former acts of friendship. I think you are quite right for the present not to
make your intentions public. ...’
22 Nov. 1825

Major W[illiam] Irwin, Cloncorrick, [Mohill], to
Leitrim.

‘... I have long since promised my vote to an old
acquaintance. My interest is very small and indeed of
very little consequence to any candidate. But, so highly do I respect your
Lordship’s character and from all that I saw of your son’s [sic], that I will
do all in my power for his interest consistent with the promise that I have
long since made to another.’
28 Nov. 1825

Thomas Tenison to Leitrim: ‘... I shall be happy to
give you my feeble support, which in fact it is ...’.

28 Nov. 1825

Francis O’Beirne, London, to Leitrim, Killadoon,
promising support.

‘... Your Lordship has no doubt applied for and got the
interest of the Messrs Latouches, not less considerable
than distinguished by high and honourable motives in the disposal of it,
and that you will also have Lord Granard’s; no doubt of course of Lord
Bessborough’s, and I think you have a just claim also on Mr White’s. I
think you will also have Sir Jos. Rowley’s, although unfortunately ... your
politics don’t accord. ... I recommend for the present also your Lordship’s
writing to Mr Hugh Walsh of Drumsna, who is my near relative. He has
the management of several large estates in the Co. Leitrim, [and] although
not having much interest of his own, is very influential. ...’
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Dec. 1825

Co. Leitrim election correspondence of Lord Leitrim,
including:

5 Dec. 1825

Original of a ‘private’ letter from Lord Leitrim,
Killadoon, to Capt. Charles Ferguson, Single Street
Lodge, Ballyshannon; the text is clearly the same as
that of many other canvassing letters written at this
time.

‘... As you may not perhaps be aware that he [Lord Clements] is not yet
quite of age, I think it necessary further to inform you that he does not at
present mean to begin a canvass or to make any public declaration of his
intentions, which on this account we are very anxious not to have spoken
of. I particularly request therefore that you will not mention the subject of
this letter.
If there is any information which occurs to you as likely to be useful to
me, you would oblige me much by communicating it, for great changes
have taken place in Leitrim within these four last years. I have lost many
friends in that time, and a new generation has in a manner grown up.’
10 Dec. 1825

Berry Norris, Lurga, Mohill, to Leitrim explaining
that, as agent to Sir Hugh Crofton, he cannot as yet
promise his small interest to Lord Clements until he
knows how Sir Hugh intends to act.

14 Dec. 1825

Robert Jones Lloyd, Smith Hill, Elphin, to Leitrim
explaining that he only has ‘... my own vote, which I
will willingly give to Lord Clements.

I made about 70 freeholders previous to the contested
election between Colonel Clements and the late Mr White and polled
them for the Colonel. I found it so troublesome, so expensive and so
much beyond my abilities at my time of life, that I did not renew the
registry in time. I am very sorry now that I omitted it, but I had not the
smallest idea that there ever would again be any opposition to a Clements
in that county. For 100 years past in no one instance have my family
swerved from the support of your ancestors and their connections. ...’
15 Dec. [1825]
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the same reason that Leitrim found it impossible to
promise his support in the previous year to Ormsby
Gore.
16 Dec. 1825

Carncross Cullen, Fairview, to Leitrim stating, rather
rudely, that he has already promised his support to
Colonel John Clements, ‘an old and valued friend of
our family’.

17 Dec. 1825

Capt. Charles Ferguson, Single Street Lodge,
Ballyshannon, to Leitrim.

‘... It is true that many of your Lordship’s old friends
are no more, and the present generation seem to
possess a great feeling of independence, which however I trust will not
injure my Lord Clements. But I regret to add that the persons in your own
service have done no good, though not with any intention to injure your
Lordship, but in order to make your friend, Colonel Clements, the more
popular. At the general election of 1818, the county of Leitrim was
unfortunately much divided through religious motives: Colonel Clements
in the protestant interest and Mr White in that of the Roman catholic, and
it might be advisable in my Lord Clements not to be the declared friend of
one of the parties more than the other. The protestant, of course, is the
leading and principal interest, but it might be well not to offend the other
by any public declaration.
Mr Charles Tottenham has a large tenantry well registered, but his
brother, Loftus, has none, and he told me a few days ago that he would
not register any at present. Mr Robert Johnston of Oakfield has likewise
[a] powerful interest, and his friend, Robert Johnston of Brookhill, has not
registered any of his tenants, nor will he register any at present. Your
own tenant, Carncross Cullen, has his tenants all registered, and it is
necessary to mention that all these gentlemen are much attached to
Protestant Ascendancy and hostile to what is called Catholic
Emancipation. Mr Thomas Dickson is no party man, and has a
respectable interest. The farming gentlemen in the neighbourhood of
Manor Hamilton (though your own tenants) are a very stiff and
independent-minded people, and mostly coarse men, but not so very
violent as they have been some time ago. I am on very good terms with
all these people, and will endeavour to learn their sentiments ...’.
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19 Dec. 1825

George B. West, Drumdarkin, to Leitrim: he has only
his own vote in Co. Leitrim, and will give it to Lord
Clements if Clements is disposed ‘to protect the
protestant interest’.

21 Dec. 1825

[The 3rd Viscount] Southwell, Brighton, to Leitrim.

‘... I would not hesitate to write to Mrs Macnamara and
to Mr Peyton, as you wish me, if I thought my
interference would be taken in good part. ... It is
possible, however, that through my cousin, Henry Southwell, the
application might be made, and I shall mention the subject to him. ...
If your Lordship has any means of aiding my cousin for the county of
Cavan ..., would [you] have the kindness to do so. He stands on the same
principles as those which no doubt will be avowed by Lord Clements, and
he has also to withstand all the Orange interest of the county of Cavan. ...’
21 Dec. 1825

John Percy, Garadice, to Leitrim declining to commit
himself, and asking for an ensigncy for his second son,
George.

‘... I would never forget the obligation to your
Lordship’s family, nor would my sons hereafter, and [I] do assure your
Lordship it would be the pleasure of my life to have the honour to be on
an amicable and friendly footing with your Lordship’s most respectable
family.’
30 Dec. 1825

W.H.M. Hodder, Hoddersfield, [Co. Cork], to Leitrim.

‘I hope and trust that one member for the county of
Leitrim will always be a Clements, but circumstanced
as I am, it is impossible I could support anyone against
Henry or John as long as either are candidates or likely to be so. If neither
of my brothers-in-law were to declare their intention to represent the
county, I should most certainly give any interest I had to your son.’
30 Dec. 1825
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Jan. 1826

Co. Leitrim election correspondence of Lord Leitrim,
including:

8 Jan. 1826

Lewis H. Morton, Bogwood, Lanesborough, to
Leitrim.

‘... As my motive in registering a vote in Leitrim and
the few freeholders I did (about 20) was with the
prospect of serving myself as a law agent or promoting the interests of
some of my family ..., should your Lordship be pleased to forward my
intention and procure a situation for one of my sons in [the] constabulary
department, I shall not only give my humble support to my Lord Clements
but also use every exertion of mine among my connections there ...’.
18 Jan. 1826

Capt. Charles Ferguson, Single Street Lodge,
Ballyshannon, to Leitrim.

He has tried to register 25 additional freeholders but
the Clerk of the Peace says that they will not be
eligible to vote at the election. The same applies to Loftus Tottenham’s
freeholders, if the election takes place before August. Lady Donegall has
written to both Loftus and Charles Tottenham on Lord Clements’s behalf.
It is believed that Colonel John Clements and White ‘... have formed a
coalition, and if that is not the case, it would not be difficult to withdraw
the support of several essential interests from Mr White, with the
exception of three or four persons that borrowed large sums of money
from his father. I have had a conversation a few days ago with General
Johnston (an old brother-officer of mine) that I think may soften his
brother’s exertion in that quarter. But the large quantities of church land
that he and Mr Wynne holds [sic] under the Bishop of Kilmore ensures
their support to Colonel Clements. ...’
23 Jan. 1826

Rev. Abraham Hamilton, Florence Court, to Leitrim
(letter marked ‘confidential’).

‘... All, I hear, say that two Clements’s cannot come in
for the county, though of different politics ... .
Suppose it was so arranged that Lord Clements did not oppose John this
time, upon his not opposing Lord Clements at the next election, or any
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other means that may be devised by your mutual friends to be best for
both parties? ...’
[post 23 Jan.
1826]

Copy of a ‘confidential’ letter from Leitrim to
Hamilton in reply.

He agrees that the expense of a contested election is
likely to be ‘monstrous’, and that the advanced ages of
the King and the Dukes of York and Clarence mean that further contests
and expense are likely to follow. He has considered all these things
‘maturely’, but points out that ‘... Clements is a very young man, just
entering public life, and that having a long prospect before him, the object
is to him one of very great importance. Even if I were inclined to give it
up, he would not be so in the least, and with his feelings on the subject, I
think it my duty as a father to second him as far as I possibly can. ...
If you state to me that you are authorised to make a specific proposition, I
am ready to discuss it with you in a friendly disposition, provided it is
such a one as I can with honour accept; but I may as well frankly tell you
in the first instance that, if any negotiation is to take place between us
upon this subject, it must be founded upon a different basis from that
which you have suggested of Clements’s resigning his pretensions to the
county. ...’

Ms. 36,061/13

25 Jan. 1826

William Keon, Drumsna, to Leitrim promising his vote
and interest if Leitrim will lend him a small sum of
money at interest.

28 Jan. 1826

George H.C. Peyton, Driney House, [Cashcarrigan], to
Leitrim: ‘... I beg leave to say that I will not dispose of
my second votes until I can be certain of what will best
suit the interest of my friend, Colonel Clements.’

Feb. 1826

Co. Leitrim election correspondence of Lord Leitrim,
including:

2 Feb. 1826

Capt. Charles Ferguson, Single Street Lodge,
Ballyshannon, to Leitrim, Killadoon.
‘... Messrs Clements and White have finished their
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joint canvass here very successfully. Mr Clements
came armed with the influence of church lands, church preferments and
No Popery, and Mr White with debts due to his late father, which
powerful weapons had their desired effect, as I am the only person in this
neighbourhood that did not surrender to them. Those gentlemen travelled
together in the same carriage, left their names on the same cards and
openly solicited the support of their friends jointly. Upon my asking
some independent gentlemen ... their reason for supporting Mr White in
preference to my Lord Clements, they replied that, of two evils, they
would take the least; that a confidential correspondence carried on for
some time past between them and the present members convinced them
that my Lord Clements and the Latouche family had made arrangements
to succeed to the representation of Leitrim by forming a junction and
turning out the present members, by which the Ascendancy party would
lose the advocacy of Mr Clements on the Catholic Question of
Emancipation; to which I replied that it was very difficult to know how
my Lord Clements would vote on that subject, and that I was informed
that none of the Latouche family would hereafter become candidates for
Leitrim, and if that was their only reason, I conceived they were
supporting a vote certain against themselves for one that must be as yet
considered very uncertain ... . I really regret for the peace and good of the
country that the question is not some way put to rest, as I think it is doing
much harm and no good ... .’
2 Feb. 1826

Lord Forbes, Castle Forbes to Leitrim, Killadoon.

Colonel White’s ‘... opinion is that Colonel Clements
is secure, that in the event of a contest he would stand
at the head of the poll, and if your Lordship should
persevere for your son the contest will be between and him. A contest in
any county is always an event to be deplored from its tendency to
demoralise the whole population, as well as from the bitter feelings of
animosity which it excites between individuals and families. I enclose a
list of those who are positively pledged to Colonel Clements. ... The
second votes of those gentlemen will, I am informed, generally go with
Colonel White, and it appears to me from this statement that Lord
Clements would have little chance of success.
Colonel White authorised me to say to you that he is anxious that the
books containing the registered freeholders’ names should be referred on
his part and on yours to any two gentlemen, not professional persons, who
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should decide on the relative chance of success of each candidate, [and]
that if either was convinced he could not succeed, ... it would be his
interest to withdraw. ...
With reference to myself, I certainly will not vote for Colonel Clements in
opposition to your son. I have on all occasions received from your
Lordship every attention it was in your power to show me, and we hold
the same opinions on the question most important to the interests of
Ireland. ... But, at the same time, I hesitate in promising you [my] second
votes, when it may lead you into an undertaking which may fail in its
object and ... only create a contest hurtful to Colonel White and which
may probably entail on me an opposition in this county [Longford] ...’.
[2 Feb. 1826]

The enclosed list of Colonel Clements’s supporters.

2 Feb. 1826

A[nna, Marchioness of] Donegall, Ormeau [Cottage,
Belfast], to Leitrim informing him that the elder Mr
Tottenham had given his interest to Colonel Clements
before Lady Donegall wrote to him, and enclosing a
letter from the younger Mr Tottenham.
28 Jan. 1826

Loftus Tottenham, Glenaid [sic - Glenade] Priory,
Ballyshannon, to Lady Donegall.

‘... I should feel most happy in supporting Lord
Clements in opposition to White, but from the very
great confusion I found my property in, I have hitherto been unable to
make a registry. His Lordship’s best chance would be to come and settle
in the county, for you may depend upon it, we are all tired supporting
absentees. Lord Leitrim has a very fine property in this county, which he
knows no more about than the man of [sic] the moon. ...’
3 Feb. [1826]

Copy of a ‘confidential’ letter from Leitrim,
Charlemont House, to [Francis] O’Beirne [of
Jamestown, Co. Leitrim].

‘Clements has written to some of the catholic clergy,
as you recommended, but not to many of them. This has been occasioned
by the difficulty we have experienced in finding out their names and
directions, and from hearing that in many instances they would not
receive any letters sent to them by post. ...
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It has now been represented to me that, although the junction of two
persons of such opposite principles [as Colonel Clements and White] may
not in the first instance create any great sensation, from its being an event
of such frequent occurrence, ... if means were taken to rouse a spirit of
indignation among the catholics of the county against it, such a spirit
might produce a very great effect, but that the mere application of a
candidate to the catholic clergy would not be sufficient for that purpose
and that the spirit must be excited by those who are better known to them
and in whom they have naturally more confidence. ...
There are perhaps a few respectable and independent freeholders upon
every estate who might be so influenced, but the great mass of the 40
shilling freeholders are so dependent upon their landlords that they must
go with them, however contrary it may be to their inclinations, unless
such dishonourable means were resorted to of obtaining their support as I
hope you know me too well to think that I either could or would, directly
or indirectly, ever practise, and which I am equally certain you would be
the first person to reprobate. ...
As you know the county well and have had great experience in the various
contests that have taken place there, I am satisfied that you can give me
better advice as to what is the best thing now to be done than any other
person, particularly in regard to the catholic interest, and I request you
will let me have your opinion on the subject as soon as you possibly can.’
4 Feb. [1826]

Copy of a letter from Leitrim, Killadoon, to Lord
Forbes.

He thinks that ‘... the evil which arises out of contested
elections ... originates in the present system of election
laws, [and] as long as those laws are allowed to continue, I fear that it is
an unavoidable evil, and it is one for which at all events a candidate
certainly is not responsible. ... I must beg leave to decline acceding to the
proposal which you have made to me on the part of Mr White. I have
often heard of similar attempts at accommodation having been made, but I
never knew one that succeeded or gave satisfaction: on the contrary, as far
as my knowledge goes, they have always produced an opposite effect.
There are certain subjects upon which a man must always judge for
himself, and this I consider to be one of them. Clements is a young man
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of a very ardent mind, and not easily discouraged. Consequently, he is
not intimidated by the junction that has taken place against him, and he is
determined to persevere. He is at present prevented by a slight
indisposition from going down to canvass the county, but the delay will I
hope not be a long one. Whatever part you may ultimately take in the
contest, I am very much obliged to your for at least not giving two votes
against him.’
10 Feb. 1826

Rev. Abraham Hamilton, Florence Court, to Leitrim
explaining that Hamilton’s suggestion of an
accommodation proceeded solely from himself and
was not authorised by anyone.

12 Feb. 1826

O[wen] Wynne, Hazelwood, to Leitrim explaining that
he will support both Lord Clements and Colonel John
Clements.

19 Feb. 1826

James Kane, Knockballymore, [Magheraveely,
Co. Fermanagh], to Leitrim asking how Lord Clements
intends to vote on the catholic question.

18 Mar. 1826

John Lynam, [?Tour], to Leitrim.

‘... Shortly after I became possessed of a property in
the county of Leitrim, [I] made a promise to Mr
Ormsby Gore, who was a friend and near relation of
the late Mr Gore [Lynam’s brother-in-law], whom I succeeded [in that
property], that my interest in that county should always be at his absolute
disposal ...’.

Ms. 36,061/14

Mar.-May 1826

Co. Leitrim election correspondence of Lord Leitrim,
including:

4 Apr. 1826

Dr T.W. Crawford, Castle Caldwell, [Belleek,
Co. Fermanagh], to Leitrim.

‘... My intention was to vote for Lord Clements alone,
and it also that of my brother to do the same. He felt a
delicacy with respect to Mr White, as he was landlord of a determinable
property [held by Crawford’s brother?], but he does not consider himself
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in any way bound to him. I cannot say how many votes are registered. I
believe there are 40. Lord Clements only requires to be known in order to
form friends, and I am rejoiced to find that his canvass has been attended
with such good success. ...’
13 May 1826

Hugh Walsh, Drumsna, to Leitrim, 4 Montpellier
Parade, Cheltenham [Mrs Bermingham’s house],
mentioning the names of a couple of small interests
which can be procured.

‘... Your Lordship wishes I should submit a calculation of the number of
independent voters who Lord C. may calculate upon. I have seen so much
of contested elections in this county, I think any such calculation would
be very uncertain datum to go on. In fact, the very poorest voters often
act the most independently, and those whose situation in life might lead
one to expect independence ... are often the least so in their conduct on
these occasions. So it was at Sligo and in this county.
I am therefore of opinion the course Lord C. should pursue is one of
almost constant sojourn amongst us. By his manner and presence I see he
will gain friends very fast, and the ... report of his assiduous attention to
the object in view may still produce the effect on at least one of his
opponents that I do not despair of his effecting even yet. There are many
effective things as well as a direct vote which his Lordship could suggest
and could be accomplished. An active, energetic priest at Sligo
influenced O’Hara’s freeholders to stand back, and this alone ensured
King’s return. The Rev. Mr Dougherty, your tenant’s son at Drumdoo, is
parish priest at Mohill - a very shrewd person and well inclined to go
lengths. I had him to dinner here yesterday.
I can only say that no man living can calculate on the results produced by
courage, constancy and perseverance, going amongst the priests and the
people, and with so listless an opposition as you have in Mr W. Mr St
George is now at Carrick, and a very warm supporter of Lord C. He
speaks with great indignation of the coalition ...’.

Ms. 36,061/15

June-Nov. 1826

Co. Leitrim election correspondence of Lord Leitrim,
including:

23 June 1826

Capt. Charles Ferguson, Single Street Lodge,
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Ballyshannon, to Leitrim congratulating him on Lord
Clements’s success [following a contest which ended
on 20 June. This outcome ‘... wounds the feelings of
certain gentlemen more than the danger of losing their estates had done
when the French landed in 1798 at Killala. But I am happy to add that
some of their tenants assured me that they would vote for Lord Clements
at the risk of their landlords’ displeasure ...’.
24 Nov. 1826

Francis O’Beirne, Jamestown, to Leitrim.

‘... We passed our resolutions at our catholic meeting
which I mentioned in my last letter to your Lordship,
and which you may see in last Tuesday’s Evening
Post. The petition [in favour of Emancipation] goes forward, when
signed, to Lord Clements and to Lord Charlemont ... . I entirely agree
with your Lordship that there will be no quantum of concession during
this session ...’.

Ms. 36,061/16

1829-June 1830

Co. Leitrim election correspondence of Lords Leitrim
and Clements, as follows:

7 May 1829

A. Faris’s ‘return of the number of electors who have
polled at the different contested elections in the county
of Leitrim since the year 1805.

Year
1806

[1807
1812

1818

Candidates
Henry [John] Clements
William O[rmsby] Gore Esq.
Thomas White Esq.
This election is omitted.]
Henry John Clements
John Latouche
Luke White
John M[arcus] Clements
John Latouche
Luke White

Poll
795
607
365
1,997
2,961
1,342
1,465
2,379
1,471

Total

1,767

6,300

5,315.’

There is a note in the margin to the effect that the clerk of the peace has
made arithmetical errors in these figures.
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3 Sep. 1829

T[homas] Corscadden, Manor Hamilton, to Leitrim,
Killadoon, reporting on Corscadden’s progress in
getting more of Leitrim’s tenants to register their votes
- ‘... none refractory but the stiff lads of Tullyskerny’.
On the list he encloses, several tenants make requests for longer leases,
etc, as a condition of registering, and Corscadden concludes his letter by
doing the same himself!
16 May 1830

Charles M. St George, Carrick-on-Shannon, to
Leitrim.

‘... In reply to a question which I lately addressed to
Mr John David Latouche whether his nephew, Mr
Peter Latouche, intended offering himself as candidate for the county of
Leitrim at the next election, I have just received a letter saying that he has
no intention of so doing. I therefore, having some thoughts of becoming a
candidate myself, should take it as a favour if you would let me know
whether I might hope for any assistance from you that did not militate
against Lord Clements’s interest, and if so, how far consistently with it I
might reckon on your support. ...’ [See also Ms. 36,060/7.]
18 May [1830]

Copy of a ‘private’ letter from Leitrim, Kingstown, to
[St George] replying very non-committally.

26 June [1830]

Rough copy of a letter from Lord Clements to John
[Marcus Clements] about the forthcoming general
election.

‘... Of course you will not be surprised that I should
add that I intend offering myself again to fill the situation I now hold. If I
was to follow my own inclination, I should go on to say that, if your
brother or yourself do not stand, I should wish to canvass you
immediately for your support. But I anxiously desire to do whatever
would be most pleasant to you with reference to that.
Of course I consider that I should be perfectly justified in claiming your
assistance, but you may consider otherwise, though I do not know
whether you do or not. I am fully determined that nothing shall interrupt
the friendly connection which subsists between us, which is so much
more comfortable and satisfactory than any other state could be, and so I
do not wish to press you in any way which could be the least disagreeable
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to you, nor do I wish even to ask you to answer this.’

Ms. 36,061/17

Aug. 1830

Co. Leitrim election correspondence of Lords Leitrim
and Clements [see also Ms. 36,064/18 and 21],
including:

11 Aug. 1830

R[oger] O’Beirne, Carrick-on-Shannon, to Leitrim.

‘The nearer we approach the day of trial, the more
convinced am I of the necessity and wisdom of cooperation between Lord Clements and Mr White. This
I hold to be essential in order to ensure the election of his Lordship, to
save an expenditure of thousands, as well as to secure such a
representation of the county as is most beneficial to the public.
From what I know of the sentiments and anxieties of those in whom Mr
White most confides, I am warranted in saying the sanction of your
Lordship is only necessary to carry into effect an arrangement which
would be satisfactory to all concerned. Co-operation between those
agreeing in political views, under existing circumstances is called for, and
in my humble opinion due to the public. ...
I do not expect any reply, but, my Lord, I beseech of you to submit the
matter for in the investigation and consideration of Mr [Francis] O’Beirne
and other friends of your Lordship. I cannot conceal my fears respecting
the safety of Lord Clements. ... The co-operation I point out will
unquestionably secure the return of his Lordship and Mr White, and at a
small expense.’
13 Aug. 1830

Agreement signed by Sam. White, Lord Clements and
J.M. Clements pledging themselves ‘... one to the other
that we will not take any advantage of each other for or
on account of the sums agreed upon to be paid to the
respective freeholders who shall or may poll at this election, in the
following proportions: viz. £3 to each freeholder of the barony of
Dromahair and half-barony of Rossclogher, and the sum of £2 to each
freeholder of the baronies of Carrigallen, Mohill and Leitrim.’
19 Aug. 1830
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unfortunate termination of the contest.
I beg leave to mention that the illumination was a very
partial and a very gloomy one. ... Those who were drinking White’s porter
cried out “Lord Clements for ever”. One or two panes of glass were
broken in every house which did illuminate, while those who did not
remained untouched. The dinner (I understand) was a perfect scramble,
and I have been told that the redoubtable Father Tom made a long speech
complimenting Colonel Clements. ...’
He refers to some bills which have been received and the likelihood that
others, containing great impositions, will be presented.
25 Aug. 1830

White, Carrick, to Leitrim, Charlemont House.

‘... I this morning heard from a person high in the
confidence of White’s party that it is arranged he is
never again to offer himself for Leitrim, but that young
Latouche is to be the person. This information came in a direct channel
from Hugh Walsh and I think may be relied on. I am rejoiced there is a
prospect of the county being rescued from that disgrace which the odious
system of bribery, first introduced by the father and so unblushingly
followed up by the son, has fixed upon it.
Fresh instances of perfidy are daily coming to light. I have learned from a
source that cannot be doubted that Roger O’Beirne went to Sligo on
Sunday night for a freeholder and brought him forward to vote for White.
He was in hourly communication with Walsh during the election, and is to
be rewarded for his services by White’s taking the house off his hands. I
told your Lordship in Dublin that this man could not be trusted. It is a
fact that he had a parcel of priests living in his house (all in the interest of
White), for whose entertainment I suppose he will furnish a bill against
Lord Clements. ... Indeed, my Lord, it is a matter of general surprise that
Lord Clements should have made such a stand against the combined
efforts of treachery, bribery and ingratitude. ...’ St George’s tenants
‘... totally ... disregarded his instructions, except in a very few instances.
It is, my Lord, quite true that Colonel Clements was anxious his own
tenants and some others should give their split votes to Lord Clements,
but Mr Cobbe Beresford prevented it. ...’
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Sep.-Nov. 1830

Co. Leitrim election correspondence of Lords Leitrim
and Clements [see also Ms. 36,064/18 and 21],
including:

23 Sep. 1830

[Rev.?] John Little, Carrick, to Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... Mr White has not yet paid any of his bills. Hugh
Walsh has been here examining into and curtailing
them, but no money paid except in the bribing
department. The sums expended in the latter channel are said to be
enormous. ...
[A petition against White’s return would have held] up before a
committee of the House the parties concerned in the disgraceful and
scandalous transactions by which the election was carried, but I have
always heard it was most difficult to arrive at the proofs necessary to
unseat a member, and if absolute success could not be counted upon, your
Lordship will I trust find that you have adopted the wisest course. Lord
Clements’s honour is not only unsullied, but his and Mr Charles
Clements’ conduct and deportment throughout the contest is [sic] admired
even by his opponents. ...’
20 Oct. 1830

Roger O’Beirne, Mount Charles, Co. Donegal, to Lord
Clements: a letter of enormous length explaining what
went wrong at the election and justifying his own
conduct.

Among many other things, he reminds Lord Clements of a meeting ‘... at
my house early in June 1826 to discuss the propriety of influencing the 40
shilling freeholders to support your Lordship. That resolution was ...
agreed upon, but not until I got the assurance of Mr O’Connell that
protection would be offered by the Catholic Association to the dependent
freeholders. In this, my Lord, lay your chief strength. ...’
[The rest of the bundle comprises affidavits about bribery by White and
about the genuineness of bills presented to Lord Clements.]

Ms. 36,061/19

1831-3: N.D.
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James Abercromby, Cartron Temple [near Manor
Hamilton], to Leitrim, Great Cumberland Place.

‘I was very much distressed by my Lord Clements not
being returned for Leitrim, but I have been laying out a
plan that I am sure, if it can be put into execution, he cannot be
disappointed a second time: namely by the removal of Bishop Beresford
out of this diocese and putting in his room a friendly one. [George
Beresford, Bishop of Kilmore, 1802-41, was a connection of Lord
Clements’s successful opponent, Colonel John Marcus Clements of
Glenboy.] My Lord then cannot but succeed, as then he would have the
clergy - all that has an interest in the county - to support him. This plan I
communicated to your agent, Mr Noris, and to no other person.
Now, my Lord, I am sure your Lordship is well aware that my Lord
Bishop Ponsonby is a most particular friend of mine and would serve and
assist me in any plan I could or would devise with propriety to serve my
Lord Clements or any person of the family.
Now, my Lord, if this should meet your Lordship’s approbation, I would
have no objection if your Lordship would enclose this letter to my good
friend, the Bishop - that or write to him now, who is I understand at this
moment ... Bishop of Derry; and if I was able, I would go to see him and
am sure he will, if he can with any propriety, write to his uncle, Lord
Grey, the premeer [sic] to put this plan into effect.
I have another matter to lay before your Lordship, which I hope will
a[l]so succeed - that is I main [sic] to build a slate house from 60 to 70
feet long and two story high, if your Lordship will be so good as to order
your agent to give me as much timber and slates as will answer the
purpose, and as I have laid out I may say my all on improving this little
spot, will not be able to accomplish it without your Lordship’s assistance;
and have to add that it is now a kind of model and an encouragement to
all improving tenants by the most part of all the landlords, in both the
counties of Leitrim and Sligo to be assisted and accommodated with the
above articles, especially the improving ones and more especially as I
have laid out on planting forest trees and a large orchard, building stone
walls, liming, sanding, quicking and draining, which is the essence of
farming, about £1,200. This, with the loss of 14 or 15 years attention and
time, loss of my health, being parelised [sic] on the 7th of April four years
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[ago] has rendered me unable in the smallest manner to assist myself ... .’
17 Aug. [1832]

Major [the Hon.] George Keppel, Dover, to Leitrim
explaining that, following Walsh’s ‘shameful conduct
to Clements at the last election’, Keppel has tried
unsuccessfully to find a new agent for his Leitrim
estate. However, he thinks that at the next election he will be able to
couch his instructions to Walsh so explicitly as to counteract ‘any
underhand influence that might be employed with my tenants’.
post 23 Oct.
1832

Copy of a letter from Leitrim in reply to one of that
date (also present) from [the 1st Marquess of]
Anglesey, the Lord Lieutenant.

‘I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s
letter in which you state your fear that my friend can have no chance of
obtaining the office for which I had recommended him. I confess I should
have thought that, in an appointment so immediately connected with the
county of Leitrim, my recommendation might have had some weight,
more especially at the present moment on the eve of a general election
when Lord Clements is to be a candidate for Leitrim and will be violently
opposed by the ultras of both the factions who have displayed such
animosity against your Excellency’s government. ...’
12 Dec. 1832

Robert Latouche to Leitrim.

‘I write a line just to tell you that Mr White and Walsh
have been here, and the only point we have agreed
upon is that White and [Lord] Clements are to have a
general understanding with each other for the present, and when they
come down to the country, if appearances are favourable to a junction,
then to join on equal terms, and that neither of them under any
circumstances are to join Henry Clements.’

Ms. 36,061/20

1834-7?

Co. Leitrim election correspondence of Lords Leitrim
and Clements, including:

25 Sep. 1834

Martin McGreal to Lord Clements, Charlemont House,
Dublin, asking him to obtain a pardon for his son,
convicted by ‘hard and false swearing’ of stealing a
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cow. Most of McGreal’s connections are ‘respectable
freeholders’ who have voted for Clements. Endorsed: ‘Answered Oct. 1’.
18 Mar. 1836

Hugh Walsh, Drumsna, to Lord Clements.

‘... If I was Lord C., I would go up to Dublin and call
on White, who I believe is there by this time, and say,
White, you must come with me to the Association and
see that a good lawyer goes down to Manor Hamilton and Ballinamore to
protect these poor fellows who want to get registered and will secure our
return. ...’ Norris and Cullen may advise against this, for fear it gives
‘offence to our Orange tenants, but this is all fudge.’ Times have changed
since the situation which obtained twenty years ago, when the Leitrim
family were absentees and so was their agent, and Orange tenants who
voted against the then Lord Clements were rewarded instead of punished.

Ms. 36,061/21

1839-40

Co. Leitrim election correspondence of Lord Leitrim
and W.S., Lord Clements, [see also Ms. 36,064/21-2],
including:

24 Apr. 1840

Rev. J. Maguire, [P.P.?], Ballinamore, to [W.S.] Lord
Clements, Lough Rynn.

‘... Our late noble representative [R.B. Lord Clements]
was not only a man of energy and a man of spirit when
occasion required it, but he was also a man of business. These qualities,
joined to the well known fact that he possessed the unlimited confidence
of his almost adoring constituents, gave him great weight in the House of
Commons. Your Lordship, it would appear, has not only succeeded to his
title but to his virtuous patriotism and businesslike habits. Your Lordship
will find that this is true wisdom, and that a little toil and trouble during
probation will save a world of both, when the representative and
represented are called upon by the constitution to dissolve or renew the
partnership. A sleeping partner, because he has a large capital, may be
endured or sullenly tolerated. But without a working partner, the firm
must go to the dogs. ...’
17 June 1840
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‘Your maiden speech did not pass unnoticed by your
constituents. But your last hit was so spirited, so
felicitous, so necessary, so opportune, that Leitrim has reason to be proud
of you, and Ireland will never forget you. It was bold, manly, courageous
and national. It gave Englishmen a timely and salutary peep into the
majestic daring of the Irish character, when the blood of her sons is
roused into accelerated circulation, and when Irish resistance is provoked
by English contempt.
Dan’s rage was sublime, and his subsequent conduct displayed great
coolness, tact and intrepidity. But, without support, he must have broken
down eventually under the merciless accumulation of Tory pride,
insolence and rascality. You, my Lord, gave that support, you came to the
rescue of your countryman, you rendered a deathless, priceless service to
the land of your nativity, and obtained a signal triumph for the party to
which you happily belong. ... Yours was incomparably the best speech of
the session. ...’
10 Dec. 1840

Rev. Robert Johnston, minister, Ballybay,
[Co. Monaghan], to Lord Clements asking for
Johnston’s son to be appointed ‘a third-rate class of
chief constable. ...

I was the humble instrument in the year 1833 of securing the interest of
the late Mr Tottenham of Glenfarne Hall to the then Lord Clements. I
was then residing in his house, and on the concluding days of that
contested election, messengers came to Glenfarne Hall from the late Lord
and Colonel Clements soliciting Mr Tottenham’s interest at that crisis, for
the county was then nearly polled or declared except his freeholders. Mr
Tottenham was in the habit of hitherto supporting Colonel Clements, but
my influence prevailed in a manner well known to Mr Hugh Walsh of
Drumsna, and on the receipt of Mr Tottenham’s refusal in Carrick,
Colonel Clements declined the contest. This service the late Lord
Clements was pleased to acknowledge ...’.

Ms. 36,061/22

1852
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29 Apr. 1852

W. Johnston, Manor Hamilton, to Lord Leitrim asking
him to undertake that the representation of the county
at the next election will be shared between the
Conservatives and the Hon. C.S. Clements: otherwise,
Johnston may decide to stand, in conjunction with Mr [Hugh Lyons]
Montgomery, as a second Conservative candidate.
post 29 Apr.
1852

Copy of a ‘private’ letter from Leitrim to Johnston in
reply: he cannot commit himself, because it might
prove necessary for him to ally with a second Liberal
candidate in order to secure C.S. Clements’s election.

5 May 1852

Johnston, Kinlough House, to Leitrim pointing out that
the registry shows that there is ‘... nearly 150 of a
majority in favour of the Conservatives’, and urging
Leitrim to accept Johnston’s offer.

post 5 May 1852 Copy of a letter from Leitrim to Johnston in reply: he
reserves to himself the right to act according to
circumstances.
26 June 1852

John Brady, Carrick-on-Shannon, to Leitrim.

‘... I beg to enclose [not found] to your Lordship my
address to the electors of Leitrim, and to assure you
that in my coming forward to seek the honour of being
one of the representatives of the county of Leitrim, I do so perfectly
mindful of the enormous services which you and your family have at all
times rendered to this county.
My object is not of a political character but of a social reformation, and
when I denounce the injustices which have been done to the tenant
holders of this county, I do not for a moment allude to the great majority
of the landlords of this county. In my advocacy of the Tenant Right
principles, I do not wish to be supposed to give my sanction to any
enactment that may hereafter come to be proposed which would bear the
stamp of injustice to just landlords. My only object is to provide a means
whereby the honest tenant and industrious man should be protected
against a wrong. These are my views, my Lord, which I place before you
for your consideration.’
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P. Dawson, P.P. of Carrick-on-Shannon, Manor
Hamilton, to Leitrim.

‘At a full meeting of the catholic priests and Liberal
electors of Leitrim assembled here by public
requisition, I have been deputed to address you on the subject of the
coming election.
My Lord, we are deeply impressed with the conviction of the important
advantages received and protection afforded us from the high, honourable
and consistent liberality of your Lordship’s whole public life, and we
know of no other member of the aristocracy of Ireland to whom we can
offer so sincere admiration.
On our part, we have always, by ourselves and the Roman catholic people
associated with us, rendered to the members of your family a vigorous
support in the midst of very many sacrifices and temptations, and by
mutual co-operation have now for twenty years without interruption
secured the return of popular candidates for Leitrim.
We therefore the more regret to have to acquaint your Lordship of a
coalition being lately formed for the purpose of coercing the electors of
this county not to vote for Mr Brady, who along with the Hon. C.S.
Clements is the candidate of ours and the people’s choice, and that this
coalition is not a nominal but a real one, is evidenced by the conduct of
your Lordship’s agent, Mr Mayne, who has been threatening your tenants
in south Leitrim that, should they vote for Mr Brady, they would be
visited by his hostility. And on yesterday, Mr Francis Mayne, the nephew
of your agent and employed on your estate, after having spent the
preceding days in threatening your tenants not to support Mr Brady, ...
directed the protestant tenants on your estate to come armed to the
meeting which, at the request of H. Slade Esq., R.M., we forbore holding,
he having stated in an interview with us that the 70 policemen under his
command in this town were unable to protect us from the sanguinary
violence of these fellows. When the platform was partially erected, they
sought to take possession of it, and amongst those so doing was Mr
Francis Mayne.
My Lord, Hugh L. Montgomery Esq., one of the candidates and a member
of a family and party who through life have opposed your interest and
imposed on you an immense expenditure, came into town and publicly
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patronised these proceedings. Simon Armstrong Esq., J.P., marched at
the head of these rioters during a great part of the day and cheered them
on.
Mr Lord, we now appeal to your Lordship whether the united action so
long existing between us and your Lordship’s family is to be interrupted,
whether your Lordship’s agent is to continue coercing the tenants of your
Lordship’s estate to withhold a vote from Mr Brady, and whether he will
in future recognise the constitutional right of the elector to the disposal of
his own vote, which we are anxious should be given by every elector in
support of the Hon. C.S. Clements and Mr Brady.’
10 July 1852

Ms. 36,061/23

Small piece of paper recording the ‘number of voters
in the county of Donegal’, barony by barony. The
total is 3,748.

[1797?]: 1801-7: Correspondence of Lord Clements/Leitrim about
1812
Co. Leitrim local government, law and order,
patronage, etc, including:
[1797?]

‘Copy of a letter from the catholics of Leitrim to ... the
Rt Hon. Thomas Pelham [the Chief Secretary].

‘Sir, at a time of so extraordinary a complexion as the
present, and when it is announced by the highest and
best authority that this country is menaced with an invasion, ... it is to be
lamented that merely because we are Roman catholics it has been
attempted by the most illiberal prejudice to obscure our loyalty and by
unfounded diffidence [sic] to mar our exertions, though our properties are
better worth protecting and our characters of greater value than those of
our opponents.
In or about February or March 1795, it was thought necessary to form an
association for the protection of Drumsna and its vicinity. To this we
subscribed with the greatest alacrity, and were willing to contribute
towards defraying any expense that might attend so laudable an
undertaking. But, to our great surprise, we soon found that several
meetings had been held by a part of the association to which no Roman
catholic had been summoned, and at those meetings it had been proposed
and agreed to that all Roman catholics should be excluded from it. ... Not
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content with their unwarrantable exclusion of us, we hear they have
presented a memorial through Lord Leitrim desiring the sanction of
government, and that the author of the step that has been taken may be
appointed their captain, styling themselves the Drumsna Association and
removing our names from it without our consent.
We humbly conceive that the man or men capable of so improper [a]
conduct are not to be indulged in their partial and ill-judged modes of
local defence, and in our opinion the peace and protection of this barony
will be best effected by one corps of mounted and dismounted cavalry
under the command of Mr William Rowley [of Mount Campbell,
Drumsna] and the other officers of his association. We appeal with
confidence to Mr Rowley and to the Rev. Thomas Mahon, rector of the
parish, for a confirmation of everything herein stated.’
19 July 1801

W.P. Percy, Garadice, to [Lord Clements?]
recommending his brother, Rev. Francis Percy, Curate
of Ballinamore. There is a report of ‘... large meetings
under pretence of playing football at
some of the most retired chapels near the mountains’.
16 Nov. 1803

[Rev.] Christopher Robinson, Sligo, to Clements,
Mullingar. Robinson and his three sons are ‘... willing
and heartily disposed to undertake any trust or duty in
this district’ for which they are qualified. He requests
Clements’s advice and assistance.

13 Dec. 1806

Pro forma ‘private and confidential’ letter from George
Ponsonby, Lord Chancellor of Ireland, [this copy
addressed to the new Lord Leitrim as Governor of Co.
Leitrim] seeking his assistance in revising and remodelling the commission of the peace for Leitrim.
2 Dec. 1812

Andrew Johnston [of Friarstown, sheriff of
Co. Leitrim], The Lodge, Dromahair, to Lord Leitrim,
Great Cumberland Place, reporting a collusive rescue
of prisoners at Ardcarney, in consequence of which
both constables concerned have been suspended. On a separate issue, he
encloses a petition from Robert Johnston, the former postmaster at
Dromahair, praying reinstatement, complaining that he was dismissed on
account of the enmity of one of the Co. Leitrim magistrates, and adducing
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Andrew Johnston’s willingness to be his surety.

Ms. 36,061/24

1824-32

Correspondence of Lord Leitrim, and of Robert
Bermingham, Lord Clements, about Co. Leitrim local
government, etc, including:

23 Jan. 1828

[Dr] Chas. B. Johnston [agent for Lord Leitrim’s
Manor Hamilton estate], The Lodge, Dromahair, to
Lord Clements, Frognal [Lord Sydney’s house], Foots
Cray, Kent, criticising the ‘frequent changes of men
and measures’ in government. It is ‘not alone religious animosity which
afflicts this immediate neighbourhood, but a disposition to midnight
outrage’. However the Manor Hamilton estate remains quiet.
22 Nov. 1832

[Colonel] William Parke, Dunalley, [Co. Sligo], to
Leitrim reporting the refusal of Parke’s tenants in
Glencar [Co. Leitrim] to pay rent and the activities of
the ‘Steel Boys’.

26 Nov. 1832

John Faris, 10 Hardwicke Street, [Dublin], to Leitrim.

‘My reason for applying to you for your interest in my
behalf [to fill the vacant clerkship of the crown for
Co. Leitrim] was that I considered that, in the event of
Mr Kiernan’s appointment not being ratified, ... I was the next object of
your favour, in like manner as Mr Kiernan was the next after Mr Slack[e],
whose appointment would not be ratified ... . I did not consider that any
inference could be drawn from my letter that I considered you could be
guilty of double dealing, nor did I mean to do so. ... As to my intriguing
against Mr Kiernan, your Lordship is misinformed and I am sure you will
not condemn me without a trial ... . All my friends in the profession, both
of barristers and attorneys, were from the commencement blaming me for
not putting forward my application early, but I considered that, as long as
any nominee of yours was before government and under consideration, ...
it would be highly improper in me to apply on the subject ...’.

Ms. 36,061/25

1834-44
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are a couple of letters to his brother and successor,
William Sydney, Lord Clements, but unless it is contextually
inappropriate to segregate these latter, they will be found at Ms.
36,069/32.]
The present bundle includes:
8 Apr. 1834

R[oger] O’Beirne to Leitrim asking for a chance to
answer ‘unfounded insinuations’ which may lead to
his removal from the post of tithe commissioner.

29 Aug. 1834

George [Beresford, Bishop of] Kilmore, to Leitrim
complaining that Rev. Mr Williamson is ‘twelve
months absent from the curacy with the connivance of
the Vicar’, Mr Dickson. He reports that a subscription
is being opened for widow and daughters of Rev. William Sneyd.
10 Mar. 1837

Copy of a ‘private’ letter from Lord Clements, Lough
Rynn, to ‘My dear Drummond’ [Thomas Drummond,
the Under-Secretary, Dublin Castle].

‘I send you your letter and report and another letter
from myself in my private capacity, which I hope you will receive
favourably and attend thereto.
As I understand that the Leitrim Tories are getting up documents and
addresses, or resolutions, to impeach my veracity as to the quiet state of
this county, I would thank you to afford me the means of defending
myself. There are documents in the Castle, as I understand, that could
prove it to demonstration, and if you could order them to be compiled for
me, you would very much oblige me.
I should wish much for an analysis of the state of crime here for the last
five or ten years, as extracted from the police reports; or, if that were
supposed to prove too clearly that I was in communication with the
government, you might furnish me with an analysis of the number and
description of crimes tried at each spring assizes in Leitrim for the last
few years - as this year is decidedly the lightest I ever recollect, and I
should like to be able to prove it There have been lately a great many outrages in this parish (Cloone) -
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robbing arms - but I was not aware of the fact, as I have been absent for
three months, and when I left this parish, it was (like all the rest of the
county) remarkably tranquil. My usual correspondents happened to be
absent also, and Stanhope, the new sub-inspector, happened not to have
communicated the outrages to my father, as the former sub-inspector used
to do.
But, still, I think you could obtain a statement by which it could be shown
that in many other years the outrages were just as numerous. I would
refer particularly to the outrages which occurred some years ago in
Kiltyclogher, which were numerous - and to the years (which Major
Warburton [George Warburton, Inspector-General of Constabulary?]
knows well) when Potter, the attorney, brought the parish of Cloone into a
state of complete insurrection some twelve years ago about tithe.
Pray help me, and let me know what you can do for me as soon as you
can ascertain it.
Pray direct to the [sic] Manor Hamilton on Saturday and Monday next,
afterwards to Lifford, Strabane, on and till the 16th, and next to
Killadoon, Celbridge.’
23 Dec. 1837

Capt. R.D. Stanhope [‘the new sub-inspector’ of
constabulary for Co. Leitrim], Carton, near Maynooth,
[Co. Kildare], to Lord Leitrim explaining that the
outrages reported by Stanhope in Mohill barony were
‘of a private or agrarian character’. The Inspector-General has applied for
more police and for troops.
3 Nov. 1838

Copy of a letter from Lord Clements, Lough Rynn,
Mohill, to Lord Morpeth [the Chief Secretary],
reporting that he has failed to get information on the
motives for the murder of John Stretton, who was
‘generally obnoxious’ from his office of tithe proctor and bailiff, and
proposing a change in the system of local taxation to defray police
charges.
‘... The apathy with which this event [the murder] seems to be viewed by
those with whom I have spoken, has struck me as a very painful
circumstance. There seems to be a general wish to get more police and a
company of soldiers into the neighbourhood, but nobody is inclined to
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take any great share of personal trouble in preventing the recurrence of
similar disgraceful outrages.
The expenditure caused by an additional body of police and of military in
such a miserably poor village as Mohill, is considered a great advantage,
and I feel persuaded that disturbance will never be unpopular till the
district is made to pay for the support of the additional police which is
required to keep the peace. The theory of the present law is that the
expense of the police should be borne by local taxation. But the size of
the counties is so inconvenient for that purpose, and the other county
expenses are so mixed up with the payment required for the police, that in
practice it is not felt the least.
I wish it were possible for your government to introduce a bill into
parliament next session obliging the several townlands in each chief
constable’s district to defray the expense of the police of that district
separately, and let the cess collector specify separately in his applotment
on each individual how much is required for police and how much for
other county charges - one half to be borne by the landlord and the other
half by the occupier. At present the occupier pays all. We should no
longer require any additional police, as the farmers would immediately
put a stop to night meetings and the landlords in some counties would also
receive a wholesome check. ...’
11 Nov. 1838

Rough copy of a letter from Clements, Lough Rynn, to
Morpeth.

‘I thought you had considered me rather troublesome
in my suggestions, and indeed I am fully sensible that I
must be so sometimes, for there are certainly many things going wrong in
this poor dear country, and one cannot help noticing more faults than
there is time or power to remedy. I am very glad to find that you did not
really think me officious, and do not intend on that account to take
advantage of your good nature.
I took a long drive to meet Mr Vignolles on Friday, who acquiesced
readily in my suggestions. There was but very little to settle with him.
That country is quite denuded of gentry to make justices of, which creates
a great difficulty. ...
Two or three serious outrages in this neighbourhood have annoyed me
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very much ... . Mr Perrin is a great acquisition under these
circumstances. ...’
7 Jan. 1840

Viscount Ebrington [the Lord Lieutenant], Phoenix
Park, to Lord Leitrim notifying him of [W.S.], Lord
Clements’s appointment as a D.L. for Co. Leitrim.

18 Nov. 1840

[Ven.] M.G. Beresford [son of George Beresford,
Bishop of Kilmore, and himself a future Primate], The
Palace, Kilmore, to Lord Leitrim asking him for a
subscription to the Diocesan Board of Education,
which is ‘... debarred by a conscientious adherence to principle’ from
using the funds granted by parliament. On the back is Leitrim’s reply,
declining a subscription.

Ms. 36,061/26

1845

Correspondence of Lord Leitrim about Co. Leitrim
local government, etc, including:

21 May 1845

Rev. H. Fenner, Carriga, Killashandra, [Co. Cavan], to
Leitrim. He recommends the empanelling of ‘a most
respectable petty jury’. Fines should be levied off
townlands where crimes are
committed and no offenders are brought to book. America should be ‘no
longer an inviolate sanctuary’.

Ms. 36,061/27

20 June 1845

Rev. W.B. Sanders, Newtowngore, to Leitrim
reporting that threatening notices have been served on
several of his neighbours, and asking if Newtowngore
can be made a military or police station.

1846-51

Correspondence of Lord Leitrim about Co. Leitrim
local government, etc, including:

11 Feb. 1846

[The 1st] Lord Heytesbury [the Lord Lieutenant],
Dublin Castle, to Leitrim regretting the impossibility
of sending a R.M. more active than the 22-stone Major
Snow; all the best magistrates are ‘employed in the
disturbed districts’. [This document, though described on Sir John
Ainsworth’s list, has not so far been located.]
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Rev. W.B. Lawder, Curate of Carrigallen and secretary
to the Carrigallen Relief Committee, Carrigallen,
Killashandra, to Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... In consequence of the very high price at which
Indian and other meal is selling in the market of Carrigallen and our
district, and the great difficulty that the poor have in obtaining such small
quantities as they are able to pay for at a time (the private sellers of meal
refusing in most cases to sell it in small quantities at all, and when they do
so, charging a most exorbitant profit), the relief committee proposes to
establish a depot at Carrigallen for the sale of provisions in order to secure
at all times through the winter a sufficient quantity of food for the people,
when they may obtain the smallest quantity they are able to purchase at a
time at the most reasonable rate that is possible consistently with the
committee not exhausting their funds or under-selling the ordinary trader,
so long as he does not sell for an exorbitant profit.
In the natural course of things, unless a supernatural interference of
providence should avert it, the labourers on the public works will be
stopped by the severity of the weather from earning regular weekly
wages, and not being able to get provisions on credit, they must either
starve or resort to plunder to supply themselves with food. In such an
extreme case, the committee propose to advance meal on legal promissory
notes to the poor, to be paid by instalments when they are able to return to
their work.
Resolved, that this proposition be laid before every landed proprietor in
this district, with the most earnest request that they will aid the committee
by placing in their hands a sufficient sum of money to enable them to
carry it into effect ...’.
8 Mar. 1847

N[icholas] Loftus Tottenham, Glenfarne Hall, to
Leitrim (letter marked ‘private’).

‘... There was a communication from Sir R. Routh
some time back requesting to know if any and what
alterations we would wish to have made in our relief district. We
recommended Killasnet parish to be divided from Cloonclane, as we
found it too large and unwieldy a district, and Cloonclane contains two
electoral divisions, viz. Manor Hamilton and Kiltyclogher divisions.
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These we recommended to be one district, and Killasnet or Lurganboy
another.
Now, as to the constitution of the relief committees, I conceive, as they
will have the power of levying rates, that they should consist entirely of
rate-payers of some sort, and that no clergy of either persuasion should be
admitted on them. Indeed, in this district no parties have shown
themselves so unfit to be on a relief committee as the clergy, both catholic
and protestant, as none have put people on the works so recklessly and
improperly as they have. Now, the guardians of each electoral division,
the magistrates resident in them, and two or three of the most respectable
rate-payers in each electoral division, would constitute in my mind a
much fairer and more responsible committee ... .
He goes on to make detailed recommendation for Cloonclane.
13 Mar. 1847

Loftus Tottenham, Glenfarne Hall, to Leitrim,
Killadoon.

‘Since I wrote to you last, the officer under Sir J.
Burgoyne has arrived in Manor Hamilton, and it seems
the Commissioners have not yet made or promulgated the regulations
under which relief is to be given under the soup kitchens act. Now, all
depends on these regulations of theirs, and unless some test of destitution,
before relief can be given, is included in those rules, we shall be totally
swamped.
We all conceive here that no one holding land above half an acre should
get gratuitous relief, as is intended in the Poor Law to be the case. Now,
in these counties many men hold land which they cannot nor will not till,
pay for or give up the possession of, so that others who could might do so.
Now, these will all be looking for relief and hanging on, prolonging the
mischief, and doing nothing, and we all think (when we were at special
sessions it was discussed) that such as these should be prohibited getting
relief till they surrender the land. Many of these live where corn will not
grow or ripen, and they will neither pay for [n]or give it up, and they
cannot exist on it. The commissioners have the power of making rules by
the act which are as binding on the committees as the very act itself, and
unless something be inserted in the rules to the above effect, the
demoralisation and misery that will ensue will be fearful, to say nothing
of the taxation that must follow; and who will pay it, as half the
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population will be reduced to pauperism by the tax?
If you could see Sir J. Burgoyne and the Lord Lieutenant and urge the
adoption of some such test or distinction in the people to get relief, it
would be the means of perhaps averting serious evils that must accrue.
You are welcome to make any use of this letter you may require.’
27 Jan. 1848

J[ohn] R[eynolds] Peyton, Laheen [Co. Leitrim], to
Leitrim reporting a shooting incident at Ashfort,
Co. Roscommon, involving Hubert Waldron, J.P., and
the police. [This document, though described on Sir
John Ainsworth’s list, has not so far been located.]

1805: 1827:
1830-34:
[1840]: 1847:
1850

Letters and papers of Lord Leitrim about local
government and law and order in Co. Donegal,
including:

25 July 1805

Lt-Colonel H.C. Montgomery, Letterkenny, to Leitrim
recommending Lt-Colonel Chambers, late of the 28th
Foot, for the command of the Milford [Yeomen]
Rangers. It is ‘unnecessary for me to say a word’
about his character.

14 Nov. 1840

W.H. Molloy, M.D., Milford [Co. Donegal], to Leitrim
announcing his candidature for the post of medical
officer to the poorhouse about to be built. [This
document has not so far been located.]

Ms. 36,061/29

c.1806-15

Irish representative peerage election papers of Lord
Leitrim: voting lists and calculations.

Ms. 36,061/30

1806-7

Correspondence of Lord Leitrim as a candidate for the
representative peerage, including:

31 Dec. 1806

[The 2nd Earl of] Glandore, Ardfert Abbey,
[Co. Kerry], to Lord [Leitrim].

Ms. 36,061/28
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‘You have every claim on me from long acquaintance,
the very sincere regard I had for your father, and the
intimate friendship which subsisted between your grandfather and my
father. It must therefore be a matter of much regret to me to find myself
precluded by a pre-engagement from giving my vote for your
Lordship ...’.
28 July 1807

[The 6th Duke of] Bedford [ex-Lord Lieutenant of
Ireland], Woburn Abbey, [Bedfordshire], to Lord
Leitrim.

‘... I did indeed expect that there were others among
the peers who would have supported your Lordship’s pretensions, but as
you justly observe this body has rendered itself too remarkable for
political servility. I lament the result, not only for your sake individually,
but for the sake of Ireland.’

Ms. 36,061/31

1809

Correspondence of Lord Leitrim as a candidate for the
representative peerage, including:

2 Aug. 1809

[The 1st Lord] Sunderlin, Baronston, [Mullingar,
Co. Westmeath], to Lord [Leitrim].

‘... I take this early opportunity of acquainting you
with my intentions of complying with your wishes,
notwithstanding I had received a similar application some time before I
got yours from my Lord Rosse, a very old and intimate acquaintance ...’.
7 Aug. 1809

[The 2nd Viscount] Clifden, Eastbourne, to Lord
[Leitrim].

‘In reply to your two letters which I have had the
honour of receiving, I have only to say that I shall not
be in Ireland at the time of the election, which will preclude my voting.
Were I there, I should have great pleasure in supporting your Lordship,
unless either Lord Normanton or Lord Landaff offer themselves. They
are my very near relations and I should feel myself bound to vote for one
of them. I do not believe they have it at present in contemplation. The
necessity of taking the oaths in Ireland on every election has had the
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effect of throwing the choice almost entirely into the hands of
government.’

Ms. 36,061/32

1810

Correspondence of Lord Leitrim as a candidate for the
representative peerage.

Ms. 36,061/33

1-18 June 1811

Correspondence of Lord Leitrim as a candidate for the
representative peerage [see also Ms. 36,032/11-13],
including:

[post-11 June
1811]

Copy of a letter from Lord Leitrim to ‘Dear
Enniskillen.

I have been so much occupied since the death of poor
Lord Massereene in going backward and forward to
Bishopscourt, where my mother and sisters were when the account
arrived, as well as in writing letters which did not admit of delay, that I
have been unavoidably obliged to defer answering your last letter.
You accuse me of breaking off a friendship of above twenty years’
standing merely because you do not vote for me; but a moment’s
reflection must convince you of the injustice of the accusation, for you
surely cannot forget that you have already voted against me, and will I
have no doubt do me the justice to admit that it never occasioned the
slightest interruption of friendship on my part. Had you continued to vote
against me, or had you fairly told me that our political attachments being
different, you could not support me, I would never have taken it in the
least ill. But, when you declared that you would always support me
unless Belmore was a candidate, it was quite natural that I should feel hurt
at being deserted by a friend upon whom I thought that I could place the
most dependence at a time when the support of my friends was so
essential to my success, and I should have thought that, putting
consistency out of the question, the friendship of above twenty years’
standing to which you allude might have had as much influence with you
as the Duke of Richmond’s wishes in favour of Gosford, considering the
very peculiar circumstances under which I am now a candidate, the Duke
of Richmond exerting all the influence of government avowedly against
the wishes of the head of the government, for you cannot be ignorant of
the Prince’s wishes having been declared in my favour.
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You add that my pursuit is hopeless, as a reason for voting against me.
But, so far from that being the case, I have every reason to hope for
success; but, if I should lose the election, it may probably be owing to the
loss of your vote and those of some other friends who formerly supported
me. ...’ [Copy incomplete.]
25 June 1811

The Duke of Bedford, London, to Lord [Leitrim]
(letter marked ‘private’).

‘I dined yesterday at Lord Grey’s with the Prince
Regent, and his Royal Highness expressed himself in
the warmest manner anxious for your success. He also authorised all his
friends to exert themselves as much as possible by making use of his
name in any way they might think expedient. He said the Duke of
Richmond had no right to say he was either friendly to Lord Gosford or
neutral, as he had distinctly told Mr Ryder that he should give you all the
support in his power. ...’
30 June 1811

[Colonel] J[ohn] McMahon, Carlton House, to Lord
Charlemont reiterating, in a letter which is not marked
‘private’ and therefore is presumably intended to be
shown, that the Prince Regent gives his exclusive
support to Lord Leitrim.

Ms. 36,061/34

19-31 July 1811

Correspondence of Lord Leitrim as a candidate for the
representative peerage. [See also Ms. 36,032/11-13.]

Ms. 36,061/35

1-10 Aug. 1811

Correspondence of Lord Leitrim as a candidate for the
representative peerage [see also Ms. 36,032/11-13],
including:

10 Aug. 1811

[The 2nd Viscount] Harberton, Albemarle Street,
[London], to Lord Leitrim (letter marked ‘private and
confidential’) explaining that he has told Lord
Gosford, too, that he cannot support Gosford because
he cannot go to Ireland to take the oaths, and expressing the wish to avoid
having to vote against either candidate because of his personal regard for
both.
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‘... I need not say that I have absolutely refused to vote in England at all,
upon the ground that it is contrary to the letter and to the spirit of the act
of parliament. I had it from the late Lord Chancellor Clare, who had a
considerable share in framing the Act of Union, that the clause for taking
the oaths before an Irish justice of the peace was put in by him to prevent
English Irish peers from voting in our elections without coming to Ireland
for that purpose, which, if they are allowed (on establishing their claims
in the House of Lords) to do, will deprive the peers of our wretched
country of the only privilege that is left to them of consequence, that of
voting who are to represent them.
I know the law authorities in Ireland have given an opinion that a peer
may vote [after] taking the oaths before an Irish justice here, but I will
maintain (as a barrister) ... that a commission under the great seal of
Ireland cannot give authority to any man to administer oaths or to act as a
magistrate in England. Nothing but a commission under the great seal of
England can give such a power, and all proceedings before an Irish justice
in England being void, the votes must be set aside in the Committee of
Privileges, if the Lords act as the law has directed.’

Ms. 36,061/36

11-31 Aug.
1811

Correspondence of Lord Leitrim as a candidate for the
representative peerage [see also Ms. 36,032/11-13],
including:

14 Aug. 1811

[The 1st Marquess of] Buckingham, Dropmore,
[Buckinghamshire], to Lord [Charlemont].

‘... Having found that Lord Carysfort had been induced
by some Huntingdonshire objects to engage himself in
the early moments of the present contest to Lord Gosford, I was happy for
his sake and my own to agree with him to pair off, and consequently I
shall not be under the necessity of troubling Lord Donoughmore or your
Lordship to certify my Irish allegiance on the present occasion. In truth, I
am much inclined to think that the new exposition of that part of the Act
of Union [by the Irish Law Officers] cannot be supported either by the
letter or the spirit of that law. ...’

Ms. 36,061/37

1812: 1815:
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1823

representative peerage, including:

7 Jan. 1815

Lord Harberton, Hastings, Sussex, to Lord Leitrim,
Killadoon.

He promises support at the forthcoming election, and
will take the oaths before an Irish justice of the peace
privately at the Swan Inn, Hastings.
‘... I believe your Lordship will not think it necessary for me to declare
that I can with a safe conscience swear that I do not believe in
Transubstantiation or the invocation of the Virgin and Saints, but I
mentioned to you, when I last had the pleasure of seeing you, that it
would be offensive to Lady Harberton, who does believe in them, to have
a person come into my house to make me solemnly express, not only a
disbelief of those doctrines, but to express an abhorrence and detestation
of doctrines imputed to the professors of her religion which to my certain
knowledge they do not hold. ...’
10 Jan. 1815

[The 2nd Lord] Clonbrock, Clonbrock, [Co. Galway],
to Lord Leitrim promising support but expressing the
hope ‘... that you will not urge your pretensions at
present without a certainty, if not of success, at least of
a much stronger support than you have had in some former instances, as
the repeated exhibition of weak minorities places your friends in the
awkward situation of disobliging others without assisting you, and must I
should imagine tend rather to defeat than promote your own political
objects. ...’

Ms. 36,061/38

1827: [1829:
1831]

Correspondence of Lord Leitrim about the
representative peerage and his own pretensions to a
U.K. peerage (conferred in 1831), including:

17 May 1827

Copy of a letter from Leitrim, Cheltenham, to the [3rd]
Marquess of Lansdowne referring to Leitrim’s record
of unsuccessful candidature for the representative
peerage and asking Lansdowne to recommend him to
the King for a British peerage. He hopes his promotion would ‘not be
discreditable to the new ministry ... .
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It is always an unpleasant thing to be obliged to speak of oneself. I shall
therefore only observe that, in one respect at least, I have a claim which
no other individual but myself can urge. I need hardly mention that I
allude to the contest in which I was engaged in 1811, still less need I
recall to your recollection the circumstances which attended it. They
were too remarkable to be easily forgotten. Now, I think that I am
entitled to some reparation, not only for the disappointment which I then
experienced, but also for the manner in which that disappointment was
effected, and if reparation upon this point is due to me, it is certainly not
less due to the party that did me the honour to support me.
It is true that what I should have considered a very inadequate reparation,
even if unaccompanied with any stipulation, was subsequently offered to
me, when it was intimated to me that I should fill the next vacancy in the
Irish peerage, provided I would engage to support the late administration.
I need scarcely add that I did not hesitate to reject the proposal. I acted
upon that occasion as I did at an earlier period when my father might have
been created an English peer, if I would have voted for the Union. ...’
18 May 1827

Lansdowne, London, to Leitrim referring him to Mr
Canning, as head of the new administration.
Lansdowne has joined it mainly to promote Irish
tranquillity and has ‘... therefore made no solicitations
for advancement to the peerage, even on behalf of near and dear
connections’.
27 Mar. [1829]

Copy of a letter from Lord Leitrim, Killadoon, to Lord
Westmeath (marked ‘confidential’).

‘In reply to your letter of the 21st, which reached me
only yesterday, I will frankly state that I had
determined never to claim my right of voting for a representative, which I
look upon as such a mock privilege that I feel very reluctant indeed either
to claim or to exercise the right.
To you, however, who upon several occasions so kindly voted for me, I
cannot give a refusal. If, therefore, the result of the arbitration which I am
informed Lord Lansdowne is to make between you and Lord Glengall,
should be that the latter is to give way to you, and that you alone stand in
opposition to the government candidate, and if you think my vote
essential to your success, I will claim my right for you, but for you
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only. ...’

Ms. 36,061/39

[1842?]: 1846

Correspondence of Lord Leitrim about the candidature
of others for the representative peerage.

Ms. 36,061/40

1829

Papers of Lord Leitrim about a meeting and petition in
support of Catholic Emancipation in Co. Donegal.

Ms. 36,062/1-5 1802-49

Ms. 36,062/1

Miscellaneous political and patronage correspondence
of Lord Leitrim, as follows:

1802-11

Miscellaneous patronage correspondence, including:

12 Feb. 1806

Myles Keon, Keonbrook, post-marked Carrick-onShannon, to Leitrim, Sackville Street.

‘... I thank God I have lived to see the age of prejudice
expire and an administration formed that I trust will
unite all the energies of the Empire for the improvement and protection of
it. I well recollect what your Lordship said to me about the Union. The
party to which I belonged were led to support that measure by the
hardships and discountenance under which they laboured and by promises
of relief from an Imperial Parliament. Now, indeed, those promises may
be fulfilled. I congratulate your Lordship on the appointment of your
friend, Mr George Ponsonby, to the Chancellorship of Ireland. May I
venture to hope for your Lordship’s recommendation of my son to him,
when he comes over, as fit to be appointed a commissioner of
bankrupts. ...’
13 Apr. 1808

Hugh O’Beirne, Jamestown Lodge, [Co. Leitrim], to
Leitrim requesting a commission in the 4th battalion of
the 27th Regiment being raised by Lord Moira, for his
relative Francis O’Beirne, who was unjustly
imprisoned in 1798, and later joined and was then discharged from the
Prussian army.
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1 Aug. 1810

William Little, Carrick-on-Shannon, to Leitrim. His
son-in-law, Mr Blair, having been appointed to an
ensigncy in the 11th Foot from the Cork City Militia,
has been superseded, in spite of having sent in medical
certificates of his inability to join the regiment. Little asks for Leitrim’s
good offices with General Sir Charles Asgill.

Ms. 36,062/2

1814-29

Miscellaneous patronage correspondence, including a
letter and memorial from Richard Stewart, a
disgruntled architect with a hand in St Patrick’s
Chapel, Dublin Castle, 1825. The bundle also
includes:

24 Sep. 1816

Mrs B. Taaffe, Ballmakerty, Roscommon, to Mrs
Bermingham, Cheltenham, lamenting that Mrs
Taaffe’s and her husband’s income is ‘totally
inadequate’ for the education of her own sons and her
stepchildren. She hopes that Mrs Bermingham’s connection with Lords
Leitrim and Charlemont will enable her to ‘strike out any eligible
situation’ (e.g. collector, barrackmaster, port surveyor).
19 Sep. 1817

William Drennan, M.D., and Rev. William McEwen,
Gresham’s Hotel, Sackville Street, [Dublin], to Leitrim
appealing to him on behalf of Belfast Academical
Institution. The grant of £1,500 p.a. has been
withdrawn from it, in spite of the fact that the advantages of the education
given there ‘extend to the whole kingdom’.
15 Dec. 1823

Charlotte Charleston, Taunton, Somerset, to Leitrim
asking for his help for her stepdaughter, Emily, whose
husband, Capt. Merrick, late of the 17th Regiment, has
had a stroke.

13 Apr. 1825

[Rev.] T.G. Roberts, Brasenose College, Oxford], to
Leitrim thanking Leitrim for having (at Lord
Shaftesbury’s request) made him one of his domestic
chaplains. ‘... A chaplaincy, as a qualification for
other purposes, ... [is] at present a matter of considerable importance to
me. ...’
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N.D. [c. late
1820s?]

Petition of Tobias Shanly to Leitrim. He was formerly
an ensign in the 6th battalion of the Irish Brigade
(O.C., Colonel O’Connor). He is now ‘in great
distress by long sickness’.

1831-9

Miscellaneous patronage correspondence, including:

1 Oct. 1831

J.F.M. Hodder, Port Dundas, Glasgow, to Leitrim
asking Leitrim to speak to Mr Ellis in favour of
Hodder, who wishes for promotion in the Customs.

2 Jan. 1833

Jane O’Brien, The Cottage, Mohill, to Leitrim, asking
Leitrim’s help to ‘forward’ her two elder sons (aged
sixteen and thirteen). Her youngest is ‘totally
dependent’, as his father’s will was made before his
birth.

N.D. [1830s?]

George Daniell, R.N. Club, to Leitrim stating his
claims for promotion to post rank. He was officially
thanked by the French, U.S., and Portuguese
governments for his rescue work at Para. He has had
28 years’ service, and been in 27 engagements.

Ms. 36,062/4

1840-49: N.D.

Miscellaneous patronage correspondence, including:

8 Sep. 1842

H.W. Hanly, 47 Montgomery Street, [Dublin?], to
Leitrim. He has been directed by Henry Grattan
[Junior] to ask for Leitrim’s help to enable his family
and him to emigrate to Louisiana.

12 Apr. 1844

[Hon. and Very Rev.] Henry Pakenham, Dean of St
Patrick’s, to Leitrim asking for a subscription towards
the repair of the cathedral, for which no aid can be had
from the Ecclesiastical Board, as it is not a parish
church.

15 Dec. 1845

Rev. Samuel Greer, Celbridge [Co. Kildare], to
Leitrim. Greer is a candidate for appointment ‘under
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the New College Act’. He expresses his ‘admiration
and gratitude’ of and to Leitrim and seeks Leitrim’s
support.
24 Mar. 1847

Mrs Bessie Bournes, Hatley Manor, Carrick-onShannon, to Leitrim. ‘... Me, my sick husband and
five of my children have not at this moment a bit to put
in our mouths’.

30 Sep. 1849

Mrs C. Rowley, widow of Rev. John Rowley, Mount
Campbell, [Drumsna], to Leitrim asking him to obtain
an East India cadetship for her second son.

‘... His elder brother is a mate in her Majesty’s navy ...
and getting on well in his profession. He is heir to Sir Josias [Rowley],
and during his minority I am living at Mount Campbell, as I was
appointed his guardian, and I reside there to keep up the place for him.
The estate is so much encumbered with charges that he must from
prudence follow his profession, and he is too young to assist his
brother. ...’ [See also Ms. 36,069/14.]

Ms. 36,062/5

1807-43

Miscellaneous political correspondence and papers of
Lord Leitrim and of Robert Bermingham, Lord
Clements, including:

12 Feb. [1835]

Louis Perrin [2nd Sergeant-at-Law, and soon to
become Attorney-General for Ireland and then a
judge], Granby Row, to Lord Clements urging him to
be present at the election of the Speaker on the 19th.

‘... The Tories exult. See, they say, Lord Clements, the head of your party
in the House, not merely naturally the leader of the Irish Whigs there from
his rank and station, but he who took so prominent and effective a part
last session, he stays away and so manifests approbation of the new
government. ... I know no Irishman in the House who has such
qualifications to guide and lead the Liberal Irish party there as yourself.
You possess the confidence as well as the respect of all, and your
influence is pretty strong over those whom it is so difficult, yet so
necessary, to repress and manage. ...’
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[The 1st Marquess of] Clanricarde, Portumna [Castle,
Co. Galway], to Leitrim.

‘It appears desirable that moderate men of high station
should take some step in the lamentable state of
Ireland, which should afford encouragement and hope to those who are
averse equally from the Repeal Association and from the fitful, dangerous
and blundering course and acts of the government.
I have consulted a few of our mutual friends, and we think that, if the
address of which I enclose you a copy were signed by 20 or 30 peers who
possess Irish estates, it ought to be presented to the Queen. I shall be
much obliged if you will favour me with your opinion hereupon, and very
glad, if you should approve of the address sufficiently to lend it the
weight and sanction of your signature. The Duke of Leinster approves of
it.’
12 Nov. 1843

[The 2nd Earl] Fortescue, Bowood, [Calne, Wiltshire],
to Leitrim.

‘Lord Albemarle is quite mistaken as to my having
originated any proposal for an address to the Queen. I
have, however, received from Lord Clanricarde a copy of that which I
returned to you, but I have in answer expressed my opinion that we ought
to pause at least till the result of the prosecutions before we take any step
such as that which he proposes; and I find that Lord Lansdowne has
expressed himself to the like effect. ...’
26 Jan. 1846

[The 1st Viscount] Ponsonby to Leitrim.
‘Our old friendship will I hope be an excuse for the
trouble this letter is intended to give you! ...

I saw in an English paper yesterday an account of a
meeting of Irish peers and gentlemen proposing the formation of an Irish
Party to act in parliament, and a long list of eminent names attached to it,
including men of (I should think) ... every shade of political opinion. I
looked for your name and it was not there. I know your sagacity, your
sound judgement, based upon a long experience and the impartial
examination of political events, and also your correct knowledge of the
motives likely to govern the conduct of actors in public life. I wish you
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could tell me, with whatever restriction you may think fit to guard what
you say to me, what is the true end and object of the confederation.
Your son’s name I see in the list. The D. of Leinster’s is not there.’

V Estate and business correspondence of the 2nd Earl of Leitrim, 1787 and 1802-1854
Ms.
36,063/1-15

1787: 1805-14:
1817: 1823-32:
1841-4

Box of papers and correspondence, mainly of Lord
Leitrim, about the affairs of his father’s cousin, George
Montgomery of Ballyconnell, Co. Cavan, a lunatic.
The 1st Earl of Leitrim had been one of the committee
of lunacy appointed by the Irish Court of Chancery to mind the affairs and
person of the lunatic, and the 2nd Earl succeeded his father in that trust in
1804. The papers are arranged as follows:

Ms. 36,063/1

1787: 1803:
1805

Copy of a Court of Chancery order, 1787, a deed,
1803, and two accounts kept with the Court of the
proceeds of sales of Montgomery lands in
Co. Fermanagh for £16,000, 1805.

Ms. 36,063/2

1806-7

Correspondence of Lord Leitrim about the
Montgomery committee of lunacy.

Ms. 36,063/3

1807

Bills of cost in the same connection.

Ms. 36,063/4

1808-9

Correspondence and legal papers about Montgomery,
including:

1 Mar. 1809

John Tatlow, Crover, [Co. Cavan], to Leitrim,
Killadoon, reporting that ‘a very safe, easy horse’ of
Mr Story’s is being sent Mr Montgomery. Tatlow is
‘very much disappointed’ at his inability to make out a
complete rental for Leitrim [ie. for George Montgomery’s estate in
Leitrim?].
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Correspondence and legal papers about Montgomery,
including:

16 Sep. 1810

John Tatlow, to Leitrim commenting on Mr
Montgomery’s improved health and appearance due to
his giving up punch. Tatlow hopes Montgomery will
experience ‘much comfort and advantage’ from the use
of a low, strong, gig ‘with a head’.
26 Sep. 1810

Tatlow to Leitrim recommending him to deal
charitably with John Forster, an unlucky old man
whom he found ‘holding land at a very trifling rent’
which he could not pay, and ‘oppressing his cotters’.

Ms. 36,063/6

1811

Correspondence and legal papers about Montgomery.

Ms. 36,063/7

1812-14

Correspondence and legal papers about Montgomery,
including:

27 Feb. 1812

Thomas Faris [Leitrim’s solicitor], Gardiner’s Place
[Dublin], to Leitrim. The Lord Chancellor has
authorised a payment out of the Montgomery estate for
the repair of mills. The Co. Leitrim assizes were ‘very
thinly attended (a grand jury list is attached).

Ms. 36,063/8

7 Feb. 1817

Letter to Lord Leitrim (‘my dearest Lord’) from
Nathaniel Sneyd [of Bawnboy, Co. Cavan, whose late
wife, Alice, had been one of Montgomery’s sisters],
Dublin.

‘... The Chancellor’s order is extremely just and equitable, and both his
and the Master’s directions are easily adhered to. ... Is it not sad that so
grand a seat as that of Farnham should be the seat of ennui. Nothing
enlivens the peer [the 2nd Earl of Farnham]. He is equally dull before as
after dinner, and his society operates as a never-failing soporifick [sic].
You must have slept in his house the two days you passed there. ...’
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Ms. 36,063/9

1823-4

Correspondence and legal papers about Montgomery.

Ms. 36,063/10

1826-7

Correspondence and legal papers about Montgomery.

Ms. 36,063/11

1828-9

Correspondence and legal papers about Montgomery,
including:

3 Jan. 1828

[Capt.] Joseph Benison, Mount Pleasant,
[Ballyconnell, Co. Cavan], to Leitrim. He reports on
his interview with Miss Clemenger, who is
‘... sensible, prepossessing, pleasing, [and has]
agreeable manners’. Montgomery is comfortable and attached to her.
[For Benison, see also Ms. 36,057/2-4.]

Ms. 36,063/12

1831

Correspondence and legal papers about Montgomery.

Ms. 36,063/13

Jan.-Feb. 1832

Correspondence and legal papers about Montgomery,
including:

13 Feb. 1832

Rev. Henry Lefroy, Arva Glebe, Belturbet,
[Co. Cavan], to Leitrim, Charlemont House, Dublin.
He has been attending Miss Clemenger, ‘now very ill’.
She is concerned that her brother and sister-in-law
should not have charge of Montgomery.

Ms. 36,063/14

Mar.-Dec. 1832

Correspondence and legal papers about Montgomery,
including:

26 Dec. 1832

A. Clemenger, Cavan, to Leitrim, Killadoon, reporting
10 cases (8 fatal) of cholera in Cavan this morning.
Two doctors have been sent from Dublin by
government. Montgomery does not need daily
medical visits.
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Ms. 36,063/15

1841-4

Bills of cost relating to Montgomery.

Ms.
36,064/1-23

1802-53

Letters and papers of Lord Clements/Leitrim about his
own estate and business affairs, arranged by
correspondent as follows:

Ms. 36,064/1

1802

Letters to Lord Clements from John Walker, a
somewhat visionary mining expert, about the potential,
followed by the working, of a lead mine at Kildrum,
Dunfanaghy, on the Leitrim estate but part of a
townland let in perpetuity to Wybrants Olphert [see Ms. 36,064/8] of
Ballyconnell. The perpetuity lease reserves mineral rights to the lessor,
but difficulties with Olphert continually hamper mining operations.
Walker himself, though a professed expert on mining, is an English Whig,
who says his passion is politics, and who has ambitions for a seat in
parliament, apparently for a Devonshire borough. The bundle includes:
9 Aug. 1802

Walker to Lord Clements, Sackville Street, re-directed
to Lifford, [Co. Donegal].

‘... I shall be glad to accompany you to look over your
estate, and if you are desirous of working your lead
mine, I will give you all the assistance in my power. ...
Lord Conyngham has done me the honour to give me the half of the
potters’ clay, the ochre, the soap, rock and marble upon his estate, and
you may imagine how busy this has made me to establish correspondents
to whom the things can be consigned, and inform myself accurately of the
qualities of these articles. I am now on my way to Wedgwood’s, whose
house is not more than fifteen miles distant from mine.
I thank you for the kind interest you take about my being in
parliament. ...’
Autumn 1802
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starting next March. Two roads, a guardhouse,
a smithy, and a store must be built. The ‘... small boats belonging to the
country will easily float it [the ore] to a vessel at Dunfanaghy’. He
assures Clements that the initial expense will not be more than £300 or
£400.
19 Oct. 1802

Walker, Fernhill [Letterkenny], to Clements, Sackville
Street, urging him to buy out Olphert’s interest in the
lease of Kildrum.

‘... It is from a most serious consideration of every
circumstance, from a perfect knowledge of every feeling, and from an
anxious desire of making a most essential alteration in the state of your
income and partaking of the benefit from my exertions, that I propose to
embark with you. First, I will be at the expense of the first establishment
of making the buildings, roads, etc. I will undertake the superintendence
of the works and be responsible, and when they are established carry them
on, dividing the profit share-and-share alike. In this, I think you cannot
risk much. But if after all you should prefer to let to a company, you have
an opportunity of doing it. ...’

Ms. 36,064/2

1803-4

Letters to Lord Clements/Leitrim from John Walker,
including:

10 July 1803

Walker, Kildrum, to Clements, Sackville Street.

‘... I am sure you will be glad to know that I am going
on well and am making all the preparations that this
vile summer and bad climate will permit me to go
through [for] the business of the winter. The old vein at the first level,
which you saw, is worked out. I went sixteen yards beyond the end in
hopes of finding it again. I am now beginning at a lower level. ...
I dined at Olphert’s ..., and in the evening we had again conversation
about roads. ... I have heard so much of Olphert’s jobbing about roads, his
paying his rents in that way - i.e. by making his tenants do the work and
his receiving his money from the county, etc - that I was anxious not to
commit you in any degree with him in any of his schemes ... . Dunmore,
which is your village and close to Muckish, has many people in it who
would have been glad to have undertaken this Muckish road, but if
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Olphert gets a presentment, however distant for [sic - from] his own
tenants or contiguous to those of others, he never gives a perch of road to
any but his own people. The money once voted becomes his own. ...’
12 Aug. 1803

Walker to Lord Clements, Killadoon, giving an
extremely vague account of the money Walker has
expended, and offering to lend Clements money to
relieve Clements from his difficulties. Making
reference to Emmet’s insurrection, he says that ‘... every man in the
Castle ought to be hanged.’
21 Nov. 1803

Walker, Kildrum, to Clements, Mullingar.
‘... I have every preparation made for loading the
vessel, but 110 tons is a considerable weight to convey
five miles in [sic] bad roads in ten days, for I hope to
do it in that time. ...’

22 Dec. 1803

Walker, Kildrum, to Lord Clements, Dublin. At
8 p.m. the previous day 103 tons of lead ore were put
on board the brig Helena bound for Liverpool. He
expects that the cargo will sell for £1,600. ‘... The
weather, the people and the roads have all created obstacles which happily
are now at an end.’ There have been difficulties with Olphert too. The
local bards are ‘writing songs about me’.
26 Oct. 1804

Walker, Kildrum, to Lord Leitrim, Sackville Street,
about further protracted negotiations with Olphert via
[Alexander] Stewart of Ards, Co. Donegal [see Ms.
36,064/8A-B]. These negotiations are over the terms
on which Olphert would sub-let back to Lord Leitrim part of the land at
Kildrum which he holds under Lord Leitrim.
Walker is highly critical of the mill at Kilmacrenan and makes
suggestions for the better development of the town.
‘... The majority of the inhabitants are catholic. There is a protestant
church. The catholic chapel is pretty much such a building as the hovels
in England erected in the fields for the horses to run into in bad weather.
Half an acre of ground should be given, I think, in the town, and 20
guineas at least by your Lordship towards building the chapel. A
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subscription amongst the neighbours and a little duty work among the
tenants would complete that job. An inn, which would cost £200, should
be built on the hill for the accommodation of strangers, and a decent,
cleanly innkeeper and wife put into it. A yarn market should be held
every fortnight. The strictest injunctions should be given to preserve the
tranquillity at the markets, and two or three smart examples made, which
would succeed most effectually I am most certain. The lands should be
divided, and encouragement given to build two or three houses and shops,
one for groceries, etc, the other for pots, crockery, coarse ironmongery,
salt and meal. The situations are obvious.
The road immediately at the back of Kilmacrenan to the Muckish road
should be pushed forward immediately. It will open much good country
and shorten the road, I am informed, from this country to Kilmacrenan
three miles. Kilmacrenan would become to Rossgull and this country
what Letterkenny now is, and people might be supplied with various and
very necessary articles without going to Letterkenny, which increases
their journey there and back again sixteen miles. In a short time even a
linen market might be created at Kilmacrenan - at least I think so.’

Ms. 36,064/3

1807-12

Letters to Lord Leitrim from John Walker, including:

23 Nov. 1807

Walker, Kildrum, to Lord Leitrim, Charlemont House,
Dublin, giving many more, very detailed suggestions
about the development of Kilmacrenan.

‘... We have about 65 or 70 tons of ore and I have been
exerting myself to get a vessel for a good while and hope I shall succeed
after many disappointments. The mine is not so good as it was.’
[post-9 Dec.
1807]

Incomplete letter from Walker to Lord [Leitrim].

‘... Olphert, I thought, seemed mortified that he had
written to you proposing a second arbitration and
probably was not pleased with your refusal, and he
seems exceedingly vexed at the Act of 46 George III. When the business
was agreed to be deferred till the 9th December, it [sic - I] objected to the
shortness of the period allowed to Saurin. I know how difficult it is to get
an opinion from a lawyer in full business in term time. ...’
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Walker, Kildrum, to Lord Leitrim, Dublin.

‘... I do beg you will not despair about this estate. I am
certain it will come about and make you a handsome,
excellent income, and if you will give me leave to
cook Kilmacrenan, I am sure most important consequences will follow
very speedily, both to your advantage and to the benefit of the country. ...
Montgomery is declared a candidate [for Co. Donegal] and I hear Lord
Abercorn’s son. General Hart and Gardiner are proposed also. You may
rely upon my discretion respecting [?J.C.]. Pray inform me what
candidate you will assist, for I think there will be a contest, but from the
state of the registry, Lord Conyngham I suppose will carry it. I wished
William Denison to be the locum tenens for Lord Mount Charles, and I
took some pains to prevail upon Lord Conyngham not to set his house at
Mount Charles, but to come there for a month in the year, for he can well
afford it. ...’
30 Feb. 1812

Walker, Kildrum, to Lord Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘... I wish I could announce to you that the mine was in
a flourishing state. I have long since informed you
that, though like other miners I existed upon hopes, yet
that it must soon cease to be a matter of profit except some new discovery
took place. I will take care that not much is lost, but we must adventure
something. ...
As to politics, I was so much disgusted with the perfidy of the Prince in
your election that I must acknowledge I never had any hope or
expectation of any change of Ministers ever since. From a most perfect
knowledge of the character of the Prince, I must augur a most unfortunate
reign. Weak and unprincipled, violent and timid, vain and debauched, he
will ever seek to play off one party against the other and conduct himself
with the characteristic falsehood of the family to both. ...’
17 June 1812

Walker, Kildrum, to Lord Leitrim requesting a
lieutenant’s commission in the Donegal Militia for
Robert McClintock of Derry, the ‘younger son of a
most respectable family’ with two brothers serving in
Portugal. He expects the new government to be the ‘weakest in point of
talents’ ever known. He thinks Russia is probably finished ‘as a European
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power’.

Ms. 36,064/4

1802: 1805

Letters to Lord Clements/Leitrim from James Fair of
Fairhill, Ballinrobe, Co. Mayo, who managed [Lady
Charlemont says ‘mismanaged’ (Ms. 36,069/4)] the
Bermingham estate of Rosshill, including:

6 Nov. 1802

James Fair, Fairhill, to Lord Clements. He apologises
for having been ‘too troublesome to your Lordship on
the subject of the farm’. He finds it ‘a great and
weighty undertaking for a poor man of long charge’.
He suggests dividing it for the benefit of a solvent tenant.

Ms. 36,064/5

1806

Letters to Lord Leitrim from James Fair.

Ms. 36,064/6

1808-13

Letters to Lord Leitrim from James Fair.

Ms. 36,064/7

1814-30

Letters to Lord Leitrim from James Fair.

Ms. 36,064/8A 1803-4

Letters to Lord Clements/Leitrim and his agent for the
Co. Donegal estate, the Rev. Archibald McCausland
[see Ms. 36,030/2], from Wybrants Olphert of
Ballyconnell, [Co. Donegal], about the dispute
[submitted to arbitration, but possibly ending up in litigation] over
Olphert’s lease of Kildrum [see Ms. 36,064/1-3].

Ms. 36,064/8B

1804

Letters to Lord Leitrim from Alexander Stewart of
Ards, [Co. Donegal], one of the arbitrators in the
dispute over Kildrum, including:

1 July 1804

Alexander Stewart, Ards, to Lord [Clements] about the
difficulties of Stewart’s role as arbitrator, with Mr Law
of Gartan, between Clements and Wybrants Olphert
over a 60-year lease which Clements wants to take
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from Olphert, ‘with a power of resigning it in five years’, of the land on
which the Kildrum mine is situated [see Ms. 36,064/2]. If smelting is
carried out, there will be a large consumption of turbary, ‘... for which the
land is more valuable than for anything else’. He suggests terms for
Leitrim’s tenancy of the 60 acres from November 1803; ‘... we were
confident you would both act liberally’.
3 Aug. 1804

Stewart, Ards, to Clements about the negotiation with
Olphert.

14 Oct. 1804

Stewart, Ards, to Clements, now Lord Leitrim,
Killadoon. ‘... You must evidently perceive, my Lord,
... that Mr Olphert’s views and yours and Mr Walker’s
[Clements’s mining expert] are very different on this subject, and that
while they are so, it would be impossible for me to adjust the matter to the
satisfaction of all parties ...’.

Ms. 36,064/9

[1802?: 1805:
1807-11]

Letters to Lord Clements/Leitrim, with related papers,
from Sir Richard Hardinge, [1st Bt], of Belleisle,
[Lisbellaw, Co. Fermanagh], about the tangled
finances of the late Earl of Ross [Leitrim’s kinsman
and the vendor (in 1759) of the Clements estate of Manor Hamilton],
whose illegitimate daughter and heiress, Mary, was married to Hardinge.
The bundle includes:
6 Oct. [1802?]

Hardinge, Belleisle, to Lord Clements.
‘My wife and I are coming to Dublin towards the end
of this month to execute various deeds necessary to our
new situation. ...

[We] propose that she should levy a fine and make over to me all the
property left to her by Lord Ross, provided I take the burden of the debts
(as I am doing) on myself. At the same time I propose to increase her
jointure from £1,200 a year English to £1,500 a year Irish, and to place
the mortgage for this sum on the Belleisle estate and houses (worth
£1,100 a year), and to secure the remaining part of her jointure by any
addition from my own personal fortune, by these means exonerating the
Carrig estate (which is distinct from the Belleisle estate) from all
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mortgage whatever. This Carrig estate we mean to sell as soon as we can
get its value. It will probably produce from £35,000 to £45,000.
The whole debts of Lord Ross amount to about £43,000 (as far as we
know), including my claims for my wife’s fortune and for cash lent to
him. ...
I also propose to settle a rentcharge of £100 a year on the Belleisle estate,
or to settle it from my own personal fortune, on Ralph Morlet, Lord R.’s
natural grandson, after the death of his mother, who is one of the
annuitants for £100. In the meantime, he is my son, and I shall perform
the duty of a father to him ... . I am also taking steps to get promotion for
Lord R.’s youngest nephew, whose education he paid for. ...’
[post 6 Oct.
1802?]

Hardinge, Sackville Street, to Lord Clements,
Charlemont House, referring to Clements’s
‘... friendship for my wife ... . She loves you, Lord
Ross loved you, and I must have a great regard for
you, therefore, as well as from my knowledge of your merits. ...’
‘Sunday’ [late
1802?]

Hardinge, Castletown [Co. Kildare], to Lord
[Clements] about a difference of opinion between them
as to the ultimate destination of Lord Ross’s remaining
estate, should Lady Hardinge have no children either
by Hardinge or some subsequent husband. Lord Clements evidently
thinks it should pass to Ralph Morlet, and Hardinge thinks it should pass
to Hardinge (if he outlives Lady Hardinge), and to Hardinge’s collateral
male issue [who are in remainder to the baronetcy obtained for Hardinge
by Lord Ross]. Not only did Lord Ross, in Hardinge’s view, intend that
Hardinge should be his heir in the event of Lady Hardinge’s death, the
law in regard to natural children also puts the estate in Hardinge’s power.
It is Hardinge’s understanding that, unless he joins in a fine and recovery,
Lady Hardinge cannot dispose of it by deed or will, and though Hardinge
would enjoy it for her life, at her death it would go to the Crown.
‘... I must observe to your Lordship that Lord Ross never desired me to
settle £1,200 a year British on my wife for her fortune of £10,000 Irish,
[and] that [neither] he nor any man or woman suggested to me to
relinquish to her disposal half of her fortune. I did both from my love for
her and care for her future happiness. By that act of mine, I more than
doubled her just jointure. ... I not only did not take my interest ... during
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Lord Ross’s life, but ... I advanced him £4,000 on what the world at the
time (and I ...) thought rotten security ...’.
He describes Lord Ross as ‘... my dear departed friend, who was the soul
of honour and generosity ...’.
[post 6 Oct.
1802?]

Hardinge to Clements.

‘... I do not think you have been able to consider my
case as if it were your own. Your own settlement is (I
believe) a very extraordinary one. When Sir R. Gore
married last year (don’t tell Lady Clements this part of my letter) Lady
Grace Maxwell, with whom he got or is to get £40,000, Lady Farnham
endeavoured to settle a part of her fortune only in her own disposal, in
the event of her having no children, and Sir R.G. resented it and stopped
the proceedings and would have relinquished the match rather than have
consented. Yet he has a certain value for money, and was not very likely
from personal accomplishments to obtain soon a similar fortune. ...
P.S. Mary has read this, and has heard that Ralph Gore, after a tough
battle, gave in to Lady Farnham who did get a part of Lady Grace’s
property left to her own disposal. ...’
29 Dec. [1807]

Hardinge, London, to Lord Leitrim. ‘... My wife and I
have no doubt that Lord Ross had duly received all
Lady Belleisle’s fortune from her guardians ...’.

12 Jan. 1808

Hardinge, London, to Lord Leitrim, Charlemont
House: ‘... I write again to say that we relinquish all
claim whatever on all your property on account of
Lady Belleisle, etc. ...’

17 Oct. 1808

Hardinge, [London], to Lord Leitrim, Charlemont
House, Dublin, about Leitrim’s anxiety to be paid ‘the
debt due to you from Lord R.’s estate’, and about all
the complications and the unjust expenditure of
Hardinge’s own money which have ensued from the extraordinary rulings
of the Master in Chancery. [From this, it is clear that the plan to sell the
Carrig estate to clear the debts could not be carried into effect.]
‘... On his [Lord Ross’s] death, the rental of his estates in Fermanagh
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amounted to £909 per annum, but the actual receipts of the gale settled
immediately preceding his death were £780 per annum. Including Lady
H.’s fortune, his debts amounted to about £37,000, besides annuities to
the amount of £720 per annum.
31 Dec. 1811

Hardinge, London, to Lord Leitrim, Killadoon, about
further difficulties.

‘... Lest you should think me to blame, I must inform
you that the Master in Chancery is in possession of the
rents of Lord Ross’s estates and that they are not sold, and that till the
judgement debts are paid according to the Master’s report, there is no
fund to answer the payment of bills of costs. This I understand is the
law ... . I heartily wish I had never once interfered in the affairs of Lord
Ross’s estates. They produce permanent legal expenses of £300 a year
and I see no end to the embarrassments.’

Ms. 36,064/10

1805-12

Ms. 36,064/11

1806: 1822:
N.D.

Letters to Lord Leitrim from Arthur Lynch and Arthur
P. Lynch of Petersborough Castle, Ballinrobe, about
mining on the Rosshill estate.

Three letters to Lord Leitrim from his ‘man of
business’, head agent and agent for the Co. Leitrim
estate, Austin Cooper; together with an undated
booklet in Cooper’s hand recording the birth dates of a
numbered, alphabetical series of individuals [almost certainly ‘lives’ in
estate leases].
The bundle includes:
18 May 1806

Cooper, Dublin, to Leitrim about the vacant agency for
the Co. Donegal estate.

‘I received both yours, and am not surprised at your
being at a loss what to do about the agency. ... Cochran
is a very proper, respectable man, and capable of doing the business. ...
Mansfield certainly is fully capable as any man, if he has not too much to
do already. Yet he tells me that he has Lord C[onyngham’]s business so
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completely arranged as to do it with little trouble, [and] therefore could
attend to yours. If you ask Lady C. about him, she will not say much in
his favour, but (between ourselves) I believe she has prejudices not well
grounded. ...
I agree with you as to Mrs McCausland, for it is impossible any woman
could manage so extensive a property. As to her being allowed to act for
the present so as to enable her to get in some debts, it would be an act of
charity to do so. But the question will be, how to do it so as to make it
temporary only and take it from her again. ... If there are much arrears
due, it will be necessary to appoint some person immediately, and if you
can do so with Mrs McC. clear of any further engagement, well and
good. ...
There is one point which occurs to me that you may not be aware of.
Some of those candidates may be ignorant of your terms, and instead of a
salary may look to full agency, and it might happen that, after you fixed
on a man, he might fly off. ...
An English house and Mr [Luke] White having both bid exactly the same
for the loan, it was divided between them. The English party, whether
through fear or from what other cause we can’t say, have got frightened
and are selling out on any terms, even at the subscription. This has made
a sad change in our stocks. There was a fall of 3 per cent in one week,
and so they stand. The failure of your neighbour, Williams’s, bank came
mal apropos at the moment, as it caused an alarming run on all the private
banks, and they I believe were obliged to sell government securities at any
price to keep their doors open. Lighton and Beresford were mostly
assailed. The latter got a large sum (it is said £100,000) from the Bank
[of Ireland], on good security of course, for they were more run upon,
having most notes out. However, it has all now subsided and we are all
quiet. ...’
4 July 1822

Cooper, Dublin, to Leitrim, Paris, warning him that the
distress on his estates and the difficulty of getting in
rents are greater even than Cooper feared, and that
Leitrim cannot spend a winter in London without
running into serious debt.
‘... Lawder, the county treasurer, has been killed by a drunken fall off his
horse - a great stir in Leitrim for his situation. Several started of course,
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but it has been reduced to three, Colonel Cullen, Cornet Nesbitt and
Acheson O’Brien. The two latter [are] the favourites. ...’
5 Aug. 1822

Austin Cooper, Dublin, to Leitrim, c/o Messrs Lafitte
& Co., bankers, Paris, reporting that he has spent four
days at Manor Hamilton, getting in only £290, and five
days at the Hill, getting in only £300. ‘... A great deal
has been done’ in poor relief: ‘hundreds of men’ at Manor Hamilton are
taking down the hills on roads, and are paid in the evening by a ration of
meal.

Ms. 36,064/12

5 Aug. 1822

Cooper, Dublin, to Leitrim, Paris: more about distress
and starvation and the difficulty of getting in rents.

1812: 1820-22

Originals of letters from Lord Leitrim to Cooper,
including:

[c.2 Oct. 1812]

Leitrim, [Brighton], to ‘Dear Cooper’ about the
forthcoming general election for Co. Leitrim, [at which
the successful candidates were to be his cousin and
political enemy, Henry John Clements of Ashfield
(who sat for the county 1804-1818), and John Latouche of Harristown,
Co. Kildare - see Ms. 36,061/8].
‘It is but a very short time that [sic - since] I have finally determined not
to start Robert for Leitrim, as it is probable that he would have been by
this time in England, if the disappointment in regard to his promotion
which I mentioned to you in a former letter had not occurred. As it is,
considering the uncertainty of the period of his return, I think it would not
be prudent in me to embark on a contest, with the imminence of his
absence and the difficulty of getting a proper person to represent him,
more especially as I do not feel myself at present in a state of health
(though I am much better than I was some months ago) to return to
Ireland or pay that personal attention to the election which, as things are,
would be indispensable. I have therefore very reluctantly determined to
withdraw him, and will beg of you to insert the advertisement, as on the
other side, in The ... Correspondent and Dublin Evening Post ... . [Letter
incomplete.]
The advertisement runs as follows: ‘As the sudden and unexpected
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dissolution of parliament so long before the natural period, precludes all
possibility of consulting Mr Clements, who is at present on service in
Spain, his friends do not feel themselves authorised to declare him a
candidate in his absence. It is hoped, however, that this unfortunate
concurrence of circumstances will not injure him in the good opinion of
the freeholders of the county of Leitrim, nor prevent him from receiving
upon a future occasion that support which it is his utmost ambition to
deserve.’
19 Oct. 1812

Leitrim, Brighton, to Cooper.

‘After everything that has passed, it is quite impossible
for me to give my second votes to Colonel Clements.
If I did, I should only deserve to be laughed at as an
idiot. I have given the disposal of them to Latouche, with the above
reserve only. He will either poll them singly for himself, or give them to
[Luke] White, as he thinks proper.
I beg you will write to the bailiffs to this effect as soon as possible, and be
very particular in your directions, especially to the Woodford tenantry and
to Colonel Parr’s under-tenants, to guard against the manoeuvres that I
have no doubt will be practised; and to prevent the possibility of any
mistakes upon this point, I wish you to write a letter to Latouche to the
same effect, that he may have to show to the tenantry. I do not write
myself, as advantage might be taken of any letter of mine.
I have written to Cox as you desired. I am just returned from a tour along
the coast, which I took for the benefit of change of air for my children.
They are better but still far from well.’
5 Feb. 1821

Leitrim, Nice, to Cooper, 4 Merrion Square, Dublin.
‘... With respect to the College’, he suggests that
Cooper have ‘some general conversation’ with the
Provost about reducing the rent [for the Kilmacrenan
estate, Co. Donegal]. Leitrim pays the College £925, which is nearly onethird of the gross rent received by him. Cochrane in all his recent letters
urges the necessity of making abatements to the tenants, although the
Kilmacrenan rental has not been raised since 1772.
9-10 Mar. 1821
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‘I have expected for some time to hear from you, as
you mentioned in your last letter that you were just
setting out for Leitrim, and that you would write to me
on your return to let me know what success you had had; and I begin to be
very uneasy at not hearing from you, as the time approaches when I must
(however unpleasant the necessity may be) apply again to Coutts for a
renewal of my credit, and I am anxious, before I do so, to know how I
stand with him, and consequently what you have received from Cochrane
as well as from Leitrim. I am also really anxious to learn what
arrangement you have made with the Bank.
In short, there are so many different subjects that excite my anxiety that I
am at times quite distracted by them. I endeavour both to spend as little
as I possibly can here, and to put off drawing as long as I can, and have
accordingly drawn but for £350 during the three months that I have been
here. But this sum, added to £450 for which I had drawn previous to my
arrival, leaves me only a credit of £200, and as I cannot see that entirely
exhausted before I apply for a new letter of credit, it is evident that I
cannot delay the application much longer. You may judge therefore how
uneasy I feel at present.
In a letter which I received lately from Fair, he tells me that he has closed
his account, and remitted to you £369 odd for Lord Charlemont, and the
same sum for me. This will have enabled you to pay the interest due to
my sisters, and I shall be much obliged to you if you mention to him, the
first time you write to him, that it has been paid, as it ought by rights to
have been paid some months ago, and consequently to have appeared in
his account with you for the last year. I take it for granted you have
renewed the lease with the Archbishop [of Tuam]. These reverend
prelates seem lately to have established it as a sort of matter of course
that, whenever they succeed to a new bishopric, all rents and fines are to
be raised. But I suppose, in the present state of the country, the new A.B.
[the Hon. Power Trench] will be content, for the present at least, with
what his predecessor received.
In looking the other day at the account which you enclosed me, it struck
me by chance that you had not charged me with the maid’s wages, which
I wrote to you about last summer, and I am afraid that she will be
disappointed that her money has not been laid out for her as she expected.
Lest you should not have kept any memorandum on the subject, I will
repeat it. Her name is Anne Martin, and the sum due to her £65.5.4
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(English), which I shall be much obliged to you if you will lay out in the
Funds with as little further delay as possible that we may be obliged to
part with her soon, though I shall not do so if I can avoid it, so don’t
mention it to Bell, if you should see her, or anyone else from Killadoon.
I have received the letter with which you threatened me from Simpson,
and have told him in my answer that I had no power of renewing any
lease before it actually expired, and I took that opportunity of begging
him to undertake the office of provost [of Carrick-on-Shannon?], which I
hope he will do. I shall long to hear from you that he has consented; and
if not, what arrangement you have made in consequence, for the
corporation cannot go on without a provost.
I am also extremely anxious to know the result of the Bank business. As
the bill was due the 10th of last month, I might have heard of it long
before the present time.
I hope your next letter will bring me a more favourable account of
Cochran than you seemed to expect; however he may again fall off as the
summer approaches, I can’t help thinking that he must have remitted a
good deal during the last two months: he certainly gave me reason to
expect that he would, and I trust that he will have enabled you to remit
also to Coutts, otherwise I really to not know what will become of me.
Yours ever most truly, L.
Nice, 10th March. I hope you have made my excuse to [James] Corry
[the Secretary] for non-attendance at the Linen Board. How has it
happened that Colonel [Marcus] John Clements [of Glenboy, M.P. for
Co. Leitrim] has not been in any of the great divisions? Did he wait to see
what was likely to be trumps? If so, I think the Ministers will not thank
him much now for his support.’
2 Apr. 1821

Leitrim to Cooper. He is ‘... much at a loss’ for a
successor as Clerk of the Peace [for Co. Leitrim] to
Andrew Johnston. Faris’s son is the best-qualified
candidate, but he must have a bona fide residence in
the county.

25 May 1822

Leitrim to Cooper. He reads ‘painful accounts’ in the
papers of famine in the south and west of Ireland.
Landlords who are getting no rent can hardly help their
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own poor. The government were ‘very remiss’ not to
have taken steps to deal with a famine ‘which any person of common
sense might have foreseen’.
16 June 1822

Leitrim, Lyons, [near Celbridge], to Cooper. He is
‘... more than ever staggered about the prudence and
propriety of returning to Ireland’, where his retirement
to Killadoon would lose his daughters their chance ‘of
being settled in the world with any degree of advantage’.
7 July 1822

Leitrim, Paris, to Cooper.

‘Poor [Lord] Clements has had a very severe return of
the complaint on his chest since we came to Paris. ... I
fear the situation of this house does not agree with
him, at least his physician is of that opinion, and he had accordingly been
obliged to move from what I previously thought a most excellent room,
which we had given him as the best but on the ground floor, to a most
miserable one at the top of the house where one of the servants slept. ...
I am sorry to tell you I have been obliged to draw upon Coutts already,
and that he is now in advance to me £600. I am most anxious therefore to
hear from you whether you have made him any remittance, and if not
what prospects there is of your sending him one. ... I long also very much
to know what you have done for me in the way of subscriptions and what
you think of the state of the country in Leitrim, Donegal and Galway.
Though there is poverty and distress enough in Donegal to prevent my
rents from being paid, I have not heard of the existence of famine and
disease there, as prevails to such a degree in other parts of Ireland, and I
am quite at a loss to conceive how in that wretched climate, where they
always seemed to suffer every possible calamity, they have now escaped.
The accounts from Ireland are indeed most heartbreaking, and I am very
anxious to contribute my mite to the general fund, for poor and
impoverished as I am, I am not yet quite in a starving condition, though
possibly I may come to that at last. But, till that is the case, it is certainly
the duty of everyone as far as their means will enable them to endeavour
to relieve their fellow creatures in a time of such general distress.
The people of England have come forward nobly (as they always do when
charity is in question) to assist the poor Irish, and I hope that the
subscriptions that have been raised in England to so great an amount, will
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have the effect of conciliating the minds of the Irish, and of attaching
them to the people of England. But what a dreadful responsibility the
government has incurred, and how much it has to answer for.’
16-19 Aug.
1822

Leitrim, Paris, to Cooper, Merrion Square.

‘Your last letter has indeed been a brain blow to me.
Bad as the prospect was that you held out to me before
you went to Leitrim, I had no conception that the result
would have turned out as bad as it seems to have done, and even now I am
quite at a loss to account for it; for, though I am well aware that there is a
great scarcity of money in Leitrim, and great distress, as there is generally
throughout Ireland, still there is neither fever nor starvation there, as there
is in western districts, nor even as great distress, as far as I can learn, as
existed in 1817. What then has occurred since last year to occasion so
enormous a falling off in your receipts? I should have imagined that the
rent of the Cullens, Algeos, Jones Lloyd[s], Jones[es], Simpsons and other
persons of that description would alone have produced as much as you
have received, and I suppose that some at least of the inferior tenants were
able to pay their rent.
I hope you have written to Coutts and made some excuse for not making a
further remittance, for the balance against me there is still £400, and I am
in daily dread of receiving a letter from them. What to do I know not. I
never was so bewildered and confounded in my life Cochrane writes to me much to the same effect that you do. He says that
he has no expectation of sending you any considerable sum till the crops
are off the ground, but that he knows of £500 that he can borrow for me if
I wish it, and that he will repay it when the rents come in, in November or
December. Necessity compels me to do what I should otherwise not
desire, and I am accordingly going to write to him to tell him to borrow
the money and to remit it to you.
Farewell. I am so oppressed that I cannot write upon any other subject at
present. ...
Monday 19th. I forgot to send this letter to the post the day it was written.
As I am not yet in an absolute state of starvation, though I may come to
that at last, if things continue as they are, I wish, poor as I am, to give the
£50 which I mentioned to you in my last. God help poor Ireland, and the
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poor Irish! They are now in the lowest state of humiliation - nearly a third
of the population reduced to live upon alms and to be supported by the
people of England their own gentry and landed proprietors being unable
to relieve them, or at least to afford them any effectual relief. There never
was a country or a people so much to be pitied.’
20 Oct. 1822

Leitrim, Long Ditton [his sisters’, Lady Elizabeth and
Lady Louisa Clements, house near Kingston-onThames, Surrey], to Cooper.

‘... It is most fortunate for me that I got off from Paris
when I did, or I should probably have been there still, and I really do not
know what I should have done. All this is enough to make me think very
seriously upon the state of my affairs, if I had not already done so. In
fact, I may say that I scarcely ever think of anything else, and I assure you
that I pass many sleepless nights in considering what it would be best for
me to do.
Were my children younger, the plan for me to pursue would be very
simple: to go to Ireland and live quietly there in the hope of better times.
But with a large family like mine, just entering life, to take them to
Ireland now, considering the state to which poor Ireland is reduced, and
the utter impossibility under which I should be of having any society for
them at Killadoon, would be complete ruin to any views that I might form
of marrying my daughters and settling them with advantage in the world.
What chance would they have now of marrying with any degree of
advantage in Ireland? To take them to Killadoon at present would be only
making a second edition of what old Watson used to call the nunnery; and
recollect that if they should not marry, I cannot possibly provide for them
as my father did for my two sisters. You will say perhaps, that I may be
disappointed in my expectations in this respect, and then I shall be worse
off than I am now. This is all very true, but there is nothing to be
obtained in this world without some degree of risk. Hitherto my
daughters have known London only as children, and I must give them the
same chance as other girls in the same situation of life have.
After a great deal of reflection upon this subject, I have therefore at last
finally decided upon remaining in England till next summer, when I hope
we shall all, please God, return to Ireland. If I know myself at all, I think
I can say with perfect sincerity that in coming to this determination I have
not been influenced by any selfish motive; in fact, if I was so influenced, I
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should return immediately to Killadoon, for neither Lady Leitrim nor I
ever enjoy ourselves anywhere else half as much as we do there, certainly
not in London. ...’

Ms. 36,064/13

1829-30

Letters from Leitrim to Cooper, including:

10 Mar. 1830

Leitrim, Killadoon, to Cooper, Merrion Square,
enclosing a copy of his letter to ‘S.A.’ [Simon?
Armstrong of Hollymount, Co. Leitrim? - see Ms.
36,064/21]. He will abate ‘S.A.’s’ rent to £75 and
fees, if he builds as agreed. £1,000 ought to be spent on the house, but
Cooper may settle for £800. ‘... Hitherto, he certainly has not appeared to
be a person to be depended upon’.
15 Mar. 1830

Leitrim, Carrick-on-Shannon, to Cooper. ‘... With
respect to Armstrong and his land, I am glad to find
that you approve of my letter ... . Notwithstanding all
his sanctity, I do distrust him, and think he ought to be
bound tight. ...’

Ms. 36,064/14

1812-13

Letters to Leitrim from Thomas Turner [the steward],
Killadoon.

Ms. 36,064/15

Dec. 1816Jan. 1817

Correspondence between Leitrim and the Rev.
Anthony Hastings, Rector of Kilmacrenan, about the
‘leaking’ to Hastings’ parishioners, almost all of them
tenants of Leitrim, of Hastings’s private information to
Leitrim that there have been sales of farms on Leitrim’s estate for large
sums of money, and of his private advice that Leitrim should not grant
abatements of rent; it is assumed by both that the source of the ‘leak’ was
Leitrim’s agent, John Cochran [of Edenmore, Stranorlar, Co. Donegal].

Ms. 36,064/16

1817-27

Letters to Leitrim from his Donegal agent, John
Cochran, including:

25 Jan. 1817

Cochran, Edenmore, to Leitrim.

Killadoon List in NLI printed 20/11/07

Page 423

KILLADOON PAPERS

DATE

DESCRIPTION

‘My Lord, I have this moment received your
Lordship’s letter of the 21st inst., the contents of
which surprises me as much as that of Mr Hastings’
letter did your Lordship. I assure you most solemnly that I never
communicated the contents of any part of your Lordship’s letter to any
person whatever in the parish of Kilmacrenan, unless I may have spoken
to Mr Hastings himself on the subject.
When I went to Kilmacrenan on the 7th of January inst., the first thing
that met me there was, had I heard that Mr Hastings had wrote your
Lordship on a very different subject, namely to try to get money from you
to purchase provisions for them, and that I was sure he wrote you on no
other subject. I found, however, that what I said did not prevent the
parishioners talking on the subject, and I made particular enquiry to know
how such a report could originate, and I found it had been the general
conversation in the mill of Kilmacrenan the day before I went down, so
that it was impossible the communication could have come from me, for I
had not seen one of your Lordship’s tenants for at least a fortnight before
that day. From every thing I could make out, the report originated from
one of Mr Hastings’ own labourers, who was one of the men that sold a
piece of the land. He happened to mention in the mill that his master had
wrote to your Lordship for some help to buy provisions, but that he
thought it was hard to ask any thing from you, when small spots of land
under you was selling for so much money. This brought on the
conversation that was soon made into a story, that Mr Hastings had wrote
to you that your College estate was too cheap set. Mr Hastings I know is
a very thoughtless man, and often holds a conversation with his labourers
that might as well be let alone. He knows but very little of country
business, and is but badly calculated to deal with the general run of his
parishioners.
My son has been Mr Hastings’ tithe agent these two years past at
November last, and I do not think it a likely thing that I would be the
person who would circulate a report that would at all hurt him in the eyes
of his parishioners. On the contrary, I have been doing all in my power to
keep him up with his parishioners, which I assure your Lordship has not
been an easy task, for he raised his tithes so very high that the people are
very dissatisfied with him. The tithes of the parish were formerly
considered high enough when set at £600 a year, and he has it now
upwards of £900, let on a term of ten years. I assure you in the present
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distressing times the parishioners wants [sic] but a very flimsy excuse to
find fault with him. The country is in a very disturbed state and nothing
but robbery and plunder is taking place every night.
I certainly never communicated any letter of your Lordship’s to the
tenantry, or to any other person but one, and that was in a very particular
case, when a rich man wanted to wrong a poor man out of his just right,
and I was so pleased to find your Lordship supporting the poor man that I
did, without thought, give the poor man a copy of what you said on the
subject, which I found when too late I was wrong in doing; but I can
assure your Lordship, I did it with good intention. I can never think of
making an apology to Mr Hastings, when I am conscious of having done
him no wrong, for I am as innocent of what your Lordship charges me
with in your letter as the child unborn. I could not have expected such a
letter from your Lordship without first giving me an opportunity of
explaining myself. I shall see Mr Hastings in a day or two and know of
him what he has wrote to your Lordship.’
3 Aug. 1825

Cochran, Edenmore, to Leitrim about a small, overcrowded farm in Upper Melmore.

‘... If there was [sic] only two tenants on the farm
instead of eight, it would be much better for both
landlord and tenants. I wish I could get rid of the one half of your
Lordship’s tenants, but that I find is impossible; for the lower class are so
wedded to the place where they are born that there is no inducing one of
them to leave the country. ... [The] yearly rent ... [of] a great number of
[Leitrim’s] tenants ... does not amount to £2, and the consequence is that
they are buying provisions the one half of the year for their families, and
of course cannot pay their rents, small as it [sic] is. ...
I am just returned from our assizes, which ended last night. I got a very
fair proportion of road presentments on your Lordship’s estates, which I
hope to get well executed. We had my Lord Mount Charles our foreman.
He is a very nice young gentleman. He begged, when giving me the
cover of this letter, that I would present his best respects to your
Lordship. ...’
7 July 1826

Cochran, Edenmore, to Leitrim.
‘... I was most happy to hear ... of Lord Clements’s
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success in Leitrim, and doubly so that he was returned
without a contest; for, of all things I have a horror of
contested elections ...’.
2 Nov. 1827

Cochran, Edenmore, to Leitrim, Great Cumberland
Place.

‘... I got 82 of your Lordship’s freeholders registered
on Monday last. A good many of the tenants that took
out the new leases refused to register, saying they could not take the oath.
I think, however, they will come forward at our next registry, which will
be the 19th inst. The mine at Kildrum seems to be doing very well. I sent
Mr Cooper an order on the mining company for £69 2s. 6d., being your
Lordship’s proportion for three small cargoes of ore shipped in September
and October last. ...’

Ms. 36,064/17

1830-33

Letters to Leitrim from Cochran [who died in August
1831] and his son, assistant and successor, James
Cochran, including:

11 July 1832

James Cochran, Shrewsbury, to Leitrim, Great
Cumberland Place.

‘... The places mentioned by Bishop McGettigan for
schools are to my knowledge very much in want of
them, as there is no place of education within many miles of either, and I
therefore hope they may be established. On my return to the north of
Ireland, I shall call on Dr McGettigan and talk over the matter, and see
what accommodation in point of ground will be required and where it can
be most conveniently got.’
21 Jan. 1833

James Cochran, Gortlee, Letterkenny, to Leitrim,
Killadoon.

‘I shall attend to your Lordship’s directions as to
registering the freeholders on your Lordship’s estate,
but I am sorry they were not registered at the first special sessions, as I
fear there will not be so many registered before the assistant barrister for
this county as there would have been before the deputy barrister who
presided at the special sessions. Mr Henn, our assistant barrister, is very
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particular in his investigation as to the value of the freehold, and pursues
the enquiry on the test of the act of 10th George IV, viz. whether a good
and solvent tenant could afford to pay £10 a year more rent than the
claimant, and thus I fear that many of your Lordship’s tenants who in my
opinion have a good freehold of £10 will not be disposed to register, as
they are naturally unwilling to swear that their farm is worth £10 a year
additional rent. Mr Walker, the deputy barrister ..., enquired into the
value of the freehold by asking whether the claimant made £10 a year
of his farm, including the support of his family, and in this way of
course many would register who would be unwilling to do so in the way
Mr Henn investigates the claim. ...’
26 Jan. 1833

James Cochran, Gortlee, to Leitrim about a
forthcoming appeal against the tithe composition fixed
for the parish of Mevagh.

‘... We have the strongest ground to believe that the
result of this appeal will be a reduction of the present composition, as we
can clearly prove that for many years previous to 1827, the date of the
composition, the parish never paid in tithe within £100 of the sum
compounded for, besides that the parish is every year decreasing in value
from the inroads made by the blowing sand, by which some of the best
land has been entirely destroyed. ...’

Ms. 36,064/18

1824: 1830-33

Letters to Leitrim from Berry Norris, who seems to
have been appointed, on Austin Cooper’s death in
1830, agent for the Mohill and Newtowngore estates
only, and agent for the Manor Hamilton estate as well
[on the death of Dr Charles B. Johnston in 1831]. Several of the letters
relate to Co. Leitrim elections [see Ms. 36,061/17-19], including:
27 Aug. 1830

Norris, Mohill, to Leitrim, Charlemont House.

‘I have had the honour of your Lordship’s letter of the
24th inst., and rejoice to hear your determination to
expose the truly disgraceful bribery practised at the
late election ..., nor have I the least objection to my sentiments being
known, as the opposition I have constantly given to Mr White and his
father arose chiefly from the demoralising system they pursued.
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I am quite aware of the caution with which the enquiries you wish me to
make should be pursued, and shall most strictly observe it ... . Meantime,
I send a copy of an affidavit sworn before Mr F[rancis] O’Brien and
myself, which I think contains useful information, and I have learned that
in addition to the statement in the affidavit ..., Francis Nesbitt had in the
early part of the negotiation pledged his honour to these men that they
should be paid £100 [each] on voting. Thomas Nesbitt took his oath on a
book to the same effect. Still, they would not poll until their wives got the
money, of which they were subsequently deprived. ...’
10 Oct. 1830

Norris, Mohill, to Leitrim, Charlemont House, about
election bills. Both sides are reducing the size of the
innkeepers’ bills in the same proportion. Bills to the
value of £662 10s. 10d. have been settled on Leitrim’s
behalf, and a further £440 15. 10½d. remain unsettled.
20 July 1832

Norris, Bundoran, Ballyshannon, to Leitrim.

‘... Your Lordship is I am sure aware that in a county
like Leitrim, where so many are open to corruption,
there is no calculating with any degree of certainty on
the result of an election, if one of the candidates descends to bribe whilst
his opponent is too honourable to follow his example. In a contest
between Lord Clements and Mr White (if the latter abstained from
bribery), I would have no fears of the result. But what grounds is there to
suppose this will be the case? Indeed, his having once indulged in such
practices imposes a kind of necessity on him to do so again, as every
corrupt voter will refuse to poll for him without a bribe. On the other
hand, he has certainly lost, and Lord Clements gained, considerably in the
opinion of all the respectable and truly independent electors.
I have had much discussion with many of the gentry of the county since
the election of 1830, and with scarcely an exception those who voted
singly for Colonel Clements have declared their regrets that they had not
foreseen how the contest lay, as they would have greatly preferred his
Lordship for the second member to Mr White. Another portion of the
protestant party, who gave their second votes to White under an idea (held
out by Colonel Cullen and other friends of his) that he had supported
Emancipation merely for consistency and contrary to his own opinion, are
quite disgusted with his subsequent conduct in parliament, and both these
parties I have no doubt whatever will support Lord Clements in
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preference to White (or indeed any other candidate of similar politics),
provided Colonel Clements is (as he is generally supposed [to be]) secure.
What has raised Lord Clements considerably in the estimation of the
protestant party is his having spurned the proposal made at [sic] the eve of
the contest of 1830 to form a private coalition with White and thereby
secure their return.
Of the catholics who I have conversed with, almost all say, had they been
aware that the contest would have been between Lord Clements and Mr
White, they would have had no hesitation in preferring the former, but
that expecting to return the two candidates whose politics they approved,
they voted for both. This may be true as far as respects Mr O’Beirne and
several others, but when the great struggle came, some powerful motive
operated in favour of the man who spurned them from him only four years
before. I believe, however, these very supporters have been by no means
satisfied with him since, and unless corruption be again resorted to, would
prefer Lord Clements. Indeed, I think Mr White has scarcely any person
in the county who may be called a personal friend, and who would
support him from purely disinterested motives. The neglect with which
he has treated the county would almost induce one to suppose he did not
intend standing another election. ...
Of the registries that have taken place since the election of 1830, those in
the three southern baronies are decidedly in your Lordship’s favour.
Those of the two northern I cannot speak so confidently of, as the
landlords’ names are not given in some instances, and I am not so well
acquainted with that part of the country.
On the whole, my Lord, if I were to hazard an opinion, it would be that,
unless Mr White has recourse to the same system of bribery he did in
1830, there can be no doubt of Lord Clements’s success, and I should
confidently hope that, even if he did pursue that system, a sufficient
number to counter-balance the purchased votes could be drawn from the
second votes of the supporters of Colonel Clements, who I think must
now more than ever see the necessity of sending men of integrity and who
have a deep stake in the country, to parliament. ...’
26 Oct. 1832

Norris, Manor Hamilton, to Leitrim.
‘This morning I had the honour of your Lordship’s
letter of the 23rd inst, and am most gratefully sensible
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of your Lordship’s kindness in recommending Mr
Slacke (who is a relation of Mrs Norris’s) for the situation of clerk of the
crown ..., having been told in confidence that Mr Faris had made a
previous application ... .
Mr Fogarty’s construction of the words “beneficial interest” (at least at
Ballinamore and Carrick) was whatever the tenant could swear the farm
would produce over and above rent, tithe and a fair remuneration for the
labour and capital expended on it. He generally asked the claimant what
the holding would let for, and in some instances where it required 10
shillings an acre over the sum for which it could be let to make out the
franchise, he has admitted them to register. Since he came to this town,
he has become much stricter (probably from finding how the other
registering barristers have decided), and will not now admit any who
cannot swear their holding would let (discharged from county rates) at
£10 profit. The effect of this, however, is that the corrupt man who
swears without hesitation is passed, and the conscientious man is rejected.
Opposition is almost useless, unless persons can be produced to prove
from knowledge of the premises that it is not of the value stated. ...
I have got Mr Armstrong’s leases perfected. Mr James White has
registered about 40 voters. His under-agent, David Cullen, is brother-inlaw of Mr Lau. Parke, the attorney, who I think it would be very prudent
to employ as soon as Lord Clements determines on offering himself. I
know he was much dissatisfied with the manner in which he was paid by
Mr White at the last election, but he is employed by Colonel Cullen as his
law agent, which may possibly operate against his opposing Mr White.
I think it’s likely a great number of voters in the upper baronies will be
rejected, as the Conservative agent will have information and proofs
collected for him there, which he has not here. Many friends of Colonel
Clements are greatly dissatisfied at finding themselves opposed by the
attorney employed by his agent, Colonel Cullen, and some have publicly
declared they will oppose him on that account. Colonel Cullen has
certainly a very difficult task to perform in serving “two masters”, and the
general opinion is that, should their interests come in competition, he will
throw the Colonel overboard. ...’
13 Nov. 1832

Norris, Mohill, to Leitrim.
‘... I have had the honour of your Lordship’s letter of
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yesterday, and was not surprised that the government
refused appointing Mr Slacke, belonging as he does to
a society [the Orange?] so decidedly opposed to them. ...
I regret that your Lordship’s kind intentions to serve my friend in this
instance has [sic] I fear made several enemies for Lord Clements. Francis
O’Beirne and the catholics are outrageous at Mr Fallon not having been
recommended. Mr O’B., I understand, has gone so far as to tell Mr Faris
he would oppose Lord C. to the utmost of this power. ... I trust your
Lordship will not think me officious in submitting to your consideration
that, if a situation could be obtained for Mr Fallon [who was O’Beirne’s
nephew], it would secure his uncle’s and a certain portion at least of the
catholic interest, who (even now) attempts are artfully making to
prejudice against your Lordship for having nominated a Conservative. ...
Mr Kiernan set out for Dublin on Sunday last and will be heard of at his
office, 49 Jervis Street. He has certainly always been very zealous for
your Lordship’s interest and as far as I can judge does not belong to any
political society or meddle in politics, and I have heard him express
himself decidedly against a repeal of the Union. ...’
He thinks that about 340 voters have so far been registered [at Carrick or
in the whole county?].
14 Dec. 1832

Norris, Carrick-on-Shannon, to Leitrim.

‘... I have been looking at a great number of houses,
but have not yet engaged any, as all those who have
votes are insisting on the same prices they got at the
last election, and I thought it best not to appear over-anxious, and told
them I feared I would be obliged to follow Colonel Clements’s example
and engage houses from those who were not voters, and who would let
them on reasonable terms. ...’ Of Mr St George’s freeholders, 16 out of
38 will vote for whoever takes their houses, and 10 or 12 of those will
plump for Lord Clements if their houses are taken.
‘... It strikes me that, if the junction [between Lord Clements and White]
takes place, there will not be a necessity for going to such an expense to
secure a few votes, and if it does not, I fear they would not be of much
use, unless indeed what Macnamara tells me be true, that he is exciting
the catholic tenants of those gentlemen who promised their support to
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Colonel Clements to vote against him. He had a meeting of above 1,000
in Mohill on Tuesday last, ... and he thinks that all Sir Hugh’s catholic
freeholders will vote for Lord C. and White. ... [Letter incomplete]’

Ms. 36,064/19

24 Jan. 1833

Norris, 5 Lower Sackville Street, [Dublin], to Leitrim
giving his opinion on various claims arising out of
Lord Clements’s election. These are for
indemnification against the calling-in of debts or
against being made ‘English tenants’.

1834-5

Letters to Lord Leitrim from Berry Norris, including:

27 Oct. 1834

Norris, Manor Hamilton, to Leitrim.

‘... I cannot have the slightest objection to what you
propose respecting Dr Sheil ... . It happened at the last
assizes of Carrick that Colonel Cullen ... said Mr
White had now an opportunity of punishing him [Dr Sheil] for having
voted against him in 1830 ... . Dr Sheil’s debt to White amounts to about
£300, and Norris agrees to advance the money, in his own name and not
using Lord Leitrim’s, to Dr Sheil.
He discusses the policy which the leading interests in Co. Leitrim are
likely to adopt towards the implementation of the Tithe Composition Act
on their estates. John [Marcus] Clements has ‘... given notice of taking
the composition of his estate on himself, and directed Colonel Cullen to
charge only such tenants with it as had cheap bargains. Mr White has not
undertaken the payment for his estate, but has directed Colonel Cullen to
pay it for his tenants for the present year - at least the Colonel says so.
I have seen Creddan, the contractor for the market house [in Manor
Hamilton]. He says he is now entitled to two instalments for the building,
which a man of Mr Farrell’s who inspected it a day or two ago will certify
on his going to town. Mr Farrell did not agree to changing the studs to the
opposite side of the market place, as I had suggested, but I presume he has
very good reason for declining it. ... Mr Creddan has just asked me for the
old market house to put up a forge for making the market house gates in.
He said he would require it for three months, and would keep it closed up
during that time. I told him I feared your Lordship would not be satisfied
to have the public excluded from it during the most inclement season of
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the year.’

Ms. 36,064/20

14 Apr. 1835

Norris, Manor Hamilton, to Leitrim commenting on a
‘strongly condemnatory’ placard and address against
Lord Clements and Mr White, and discussing the cost
and quality of the market house building.

1839–40

Letters to Lord Leitrim from Berry Norris, including:

21 Nov. 1839

Norris, Mohill, to Leitrim.

‘My Lord, On yesterday morning I had the honour of
your Lordship’s letter of the 19th inst, which I delayed
replying to as I knew I would meet Mr Hyde [the Rev.
Arthur Hyde, Rector of Mohill] at dinner at Lakefield [seat of Duke
Crofton, a connection by marriage of Hyde] and could have some
conversation with him on the subject of his petition, which would appear
as quite incidental and therefore more likely to let me into what he really
intends. I had a few days ago the first intimation of it, and immediately
mentioned it to Lord Clements.
I fear there is but little doubt of the names of many persons absent from
home having been affixed to the polling papers, as it’s generally supposed
by the priests, but I believe Mr Evers[’s] curate, a Mr Behan [sic - Rev.
John Bohan, C.C. of Mohill], was the principal actor in this. An
application was made by Major Jones to Lord Clements and myself to
investigate these charges in petty sessions, but his Lordship having
recommended him not to persevere, as it would cause great excitement,
the Major appeared to agree to this, but it appears Mr Hyde
communicated with Mr Godley [John of Killegar?] and Sir Morgan
Crofton [3rd Bt, of Mohill Castle, Hyde’s brother-in-law], who approved
of a petition to parliament to amend the law so as to prevent a recurrence
of such practices.
Mr Hyde says he showed a draft of the petition to Lord Clements which,
from what he stated last night both of its substance, and prayer, does not
make any allusion to Mr Evers, or even to the practice of affixing voters’
names to the polling papers, but merely to the unconstitutional influence
exercised over the voters (which by the way applies to some landlords as
well as the priests), which it says was practised in this country to a
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tyrannical extent. I said all I thought would be likely to induce Mr Hyde
not to persevere, on the ground that it would cause great excitement and
might eventually disturb the peace of the county. He thought it could not
have this effect, as the petition is couched in such general terms, but it
appears the draft has not yet been submitted to Mr Godley, and very great
alterations may be made, if it shall be persevered in, which I think is
doubtful, as much may occur before the meeting of parliament to prevent
it; and I think it’s probable the Commissioners may themselves suggest
some alterations in the present law, which I fear opens a door to many
frauds in the election of Guardians.
The persons who signed the enclosed letter are: Edward Holton, an old
man who has a leasehold vote under Sir Morgan Crofton, but who not
being registered at the last contest in 1832, I do not see how he could have
displeased his landlord. John Reilly is also a freeholder under Sir
Morgan, and in 1832 voted against his landlord’s wishes. Henry Holton
is a tenant of Mr White’s, but though he gave notice to register at the last
quarter sessions, did not come forward to do so. Of Martin Lynch I know
nothing beyond his appearing on the registry as a £10 voter of the barony
of Leitrim. Patrick Costello and William Grehan appear the same, and I
believe the two latter are tenants of Lord Southwell. I do not know James
Holton, in whose favour they apply, but I think if any such promise has
been made as they allege I would have heard of it at the time.
Owing to the state of the hill of Gort, which is quite impassable, I could
not get to the house of the late Patrick McDermott to enquire into the truth
of the enclosed [not found] petition. Therefore I sent Bruce, whose report
is written on the back, and which agrees with what I heard from others.
The year’s rent on the holding of these orphans is £5.10.6, and I think if
they were remitted the year they owe more than their co-partner, they
would be enabled to pay regularly in future.
I shall have Timothy Reynolds ejected, and also Cornelius Flynn of
Gortincorny. I shall also have beech trees procured and given out to be
planted in the new ditches.
I cannot imagine what became of the statement of Bohey which I think I
sent your Lordship, but I shall have another prepared and forwarded.
On Sunday last, while the family of Robert Notly who lives near
Derrycarne were at church, his house was entered and robbed of his arms.
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The constable from this town being on patrol the same evening, arrested a
man armed with a fowling piece and pistol, who has been identified and
committed as one of the party, and the fowling piece also identified as the
property of John Daly, who had been robbed of it by the same party.
I am obliged to go to Clones, Co. Monaghan, tomorrow where I shall
remain until after the arrival of the post on Monday morning, on which
day I shall come to Newtowngore, where I intend to receive rents on
Tuesday and get home on Wednesday. I remitted Mr [Charles] Hamilton
[head agent in succession to Cooper (d.1831) - see Ms. 36,064/22] on the
6th £305.5.0 and expect on my return to send a large sum to him.’
8 Dec. 1839

Norris, Mohill, to Leitrim.

‘... I have got John Williamson to give his son a
freehold, and have given notice for him and [for] three
other young men on the Mohill estate who have just
attained their majority and succeeded to their fathers’ freeholds. I shall
tomorrow look over the registry list, and if there be any £50 or £20 voters
that I think it would be useful for your Lordship to write to, I shall
mention them. Mr Cullen got most of his voters re-registered last session,
and I presume has given notice for the remainder. ...’

Ms. 36,064/21

1830-33: 1845:
1850: 1852

Letters to Lord Leitrim from S[imon] Armstrong,
Hollymount, Manor Hamilton, who applied
unsuccessfully for the Mohill and Newtowngore
agency in 1830 and the Manor Hamilton in 1831, and
writes about Co. Leitrim elections and local government and
miscellaneous other matters of business. The bundle includes:
26 Jan. 1845

S[imon] Armstrong, Hollymount, to Leitrim. ‘... Our
boasted tranquillity no longer exists’: several guns and
pistol have been taken in the Glenfarne area, and four
houses near Killargy attacked.

8 July 1852

Armstrong, Manor Hamilton, to Leitrim.
He writes as chairman of [H.L.] Montgomery’s
committee, and reports that it has been declared by Dr
Brady’s party that their object was ‘... to separate the
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landlord and tenants and to exterminate the former off the face of the
earth and to place all influence in the hands of the priests. If your
Lordship agrees to support Mr Montgomery with the Hon. Mr Clements,
we all pledge ourselves to do all in our power to accomplish this ... .
There is already an understanding between the friends of Mr Clements
and Mr Montgomery, but it must be a free and open one and not a partial
one, otherwise Mr Brady will be returned, and we need not point out to
your Lordship the evil that must inevitably result from such a
circumstance.
The nephew of your Lordship’s agent (Mr Mayne) was nearly killed here
by the throw of a stone, and several others severely injured. We therefore
confidently rely upon your Lordship’s co-operation to put a final end to
such disgraceful scenes by sanctioning your tenantry to give their second
votes to Mr Montgomery ..., [and so] to preserve your influence as a
landlord as well as to secure your political interest in the county; for,
should Dr Brady be returned, we are satisfied that at a future period an
attempt will be made to return another member of his principles.’
9 July 1852

Armstrong, Hollymount, to Leitrim explaining the
background to his previous letter. Because of the
violence which occurred and the threat of further
violence, Dr Brady’s meeting in Manor Hamilton was
called off. After this, ‘... a meeting of the most respectable persons
connected with this part of the county was ... held at the hotel ...’, as a
result of which Armstrong was directed to write his letter.

Ms. 36,064/22

1831-41

Correspondence of Lord Leitrim and W.S., Lord
Clements, with the well known professional land agent
and agricultural adviser, Charles Hamilton of
Hamwood, Dunboyne, Co. Meath, [who succeeded
Cooper as head agent to all the estates in 1831], including one letter from
Hamilton’s son and successor, Charles William Hamilton, 1839. [For a
letter from Hamilton Senior about the cost of the building of Lough Rynn,
see Ms. 36,037/2, and for other letters from the Hamiltons, Ms. 36,069/8.]
Hamilton Senior writes about Lord Clements’s last illness in January
1839 and Co. Leitrim elections as well as miscellaneous estate business.
The bundle includes:
20 Sep. 1831
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‘I have had a letter from Mr John Cochran [junior,
John Cochran senior having just died], in which he
says that “he and his brother [James] had lately been
engaged in going over the College estate ... . On the whole, we have
found that, in consequence of the manner in which the College estate has
been let without being surveyed, a very great disproportion exists between
the different holdings, some of the tenants being in our opinion much too
high-rented, while others have very good bargains.
My late father [John Cochran senior] did all that could be done by going
in the lands to set the estate fairly, but you must see that from want of a
survey of the lands it was quite impossible ... . In the year 1812, when the
estate was set, a general plan was adopted of doubling the rents. ... We
are, however, well aware of the expense that would be incurred by having
the whole estate surveyed, and therefore feel unwilling to recommend his
Lordship to have it done. ... Another plan which we have been thinking of
is to get a survey of all the arable ground exclusive of the mountains,
which would facilitate the thing very much, as we could then without
much difficulty lay a rent on the mountain farms. ...”
I think that the latter plan proposed would be the most advantageous. As
no acreable value can be put on mountain farms, they can only be
estimated according [to] the number of beasts which they will feed. If
some arrangement as to the rents was made, I cannot conceive that the
College would not be bound to take the matter into consideration and to
reduce the annual fine. ...’
5 May 1838

Hamilton, Dublin, to Leitrim, Great Cumberland
Place, about W.S. Clements’s wish to take up farming.

‘... I cannot conceive that any man unacquainted with
farming can possibly make anything of a farm in
which he is to pay a rack rent, and which of course would be the case for
300 acres near Navan. The only way in which I think Sydney could
possibly farm to any advantage would be by taking a piece of waste land,
and by employment of capital making it worth something. In such a
pursuit, good sense and science will tell, and a man would have some
chance of being remunerated. But for a person educated as Sydney has
been entering into competition with the graziers and the farmers of the
county of Meath, it would be quite absurd. ...’
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2 Jan. 1839

C[harles] W[illiam] Hamilton, Dublin, to Leitrim,
poste restante, Rome, reporting on the wedding of
Leitrim’s son, Francis. ‘... The gravity of his
deportment on this occasion was beyond anything I
ever saw’. It is likely that Lord Plunket’s son, the Dean of Down, will be
made Bishop of Cashel. The murder of Lord Norbury is a ‘horrid
circumstance’. A ‘most atrocious’ letter to the Queen is attributed to Lord
Brougham.
24 Feb. 1839

Charles Hamilton, Dublin, to Leitrim, Rome, about the
by-election for Co. Leitrim consequent on the death of
Lord Clements.

‘... It is a great satisfaction to me to be able to judge
from your letter that what we have done here is likely to meet with your
approbation. At first neither Lord Charlemont [n]or Charles could bear to
hear of anything about the county. Indeed, the mention of it seemed so to
affect Charles that I determined to say no more about it. But I
immediately wrote to Norris and got J. Faris to write to his brother to call
on the heads of the Liberal interest and endeavour to get up a requisition
to Sydney to stand. Hugh Walsh, I must do him the justice to say, took up
the matter most cordially and put himself in direct correspondence with
[words omitted].
Lord Charlemont also entered into our views in the warmest and most
friendly manner. Robert Latouche was not in town, but he immediately
ordered post horses and went to Harristown, where he was received in the
most kind manner, Latouche declaring that nothing could tempt him even
for his own son to oppose yours, and he went to Walsh immediately.
Lord Charlemont then wrote to all the leading interests, from whom he
received the most satisfactory assurances of support, and Thursday last,
the 21, was fixed for a meeting to put Sydney in nomination. In the
meantime, Lord Charlemont wrote to Godley confidentially to know
whether there would be any opposition, and having received a very kind
letter (in which Godley spoke of your poor, dear son as he deserved)
stating that there would not be any Conservative candidate, it struck me
that it would be better not to have any meeting, in which Major Irwin and
all your friends agreed, as a Mr McTernan was trying to get some radical
to come forward merely to make the money stir at Carrick, and he might
have been troublesome; and in the meantime Charles returned from
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London with his mind fully made up that Sydney ought to offer himself
for the county, and he brought with him an address which we immediately
put in all the evening papers, and which has been highly approved of by
everyone in the county. I had before put in a few lines requesting the
friends of the family to hold themselves disengaged.
Everything has gone on smoothly, much through the kind assistance of
Hugh Walsh and Dr Slevin, the vicar-general of the diocese and
Alexander Faris. The election is fixed for Wednesday March 6th, on
which day Sydney will be elected without opposition. I have desired Mr
Norris to give the sum of £50 usually given in lieu of chairing to the
clergymen of both denominations for the use of the poor. Mr Norris has
acted with great kindness through the whole business. ...
Charles I never really knew till this sad misfortune threw us so much
together. The more I see of him, the more highly I think of him. ...’
11 Aug. 1840

Hamilton, Dublin, to Leitrim.

‘I have had a long letter from Sydney since he has
been in Donegal. He seems to have formed a high idea
of the capabilities of the estate, but to draw forth their
capabilities will require an outlay. He is very urgent as to the necessity of
giving Mr Law assistance, so as to leave him at full liberty to devote his
time to the extern business. When you come over, some arrangement
may be made on this subject. If all arrears were allowed to go towards
improvements, it might encourage Mr Law to get them in and the tenants
to pay them. ...’
16 Aug. 1840

Copy of a letter from [W.S.] Lord Clements,
Bundoran, [Co. Donegal], to Hamilton reporting large
arrears due from the Donegal estate. ‘... The people
cannot, will not pay them. Would it not therefore be
advisable to get such as cannot pay their debts, to give their labour
instead?’ He criticises Mr Swiny, hitherto ‘the Lord of Milford’. He
considers that Lord George Hill’s popularity with his tenants is due to
‘superior management’. [See also Ms. 36,069/8.]

Ms. 36,064/23

1845-53
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Lower Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin, [Berry Norris’s
successor - though possibly not his immediate
successor - as agent for the Co. Leitrim estates], about Co. Leitrim law
and order, and estate and business matters, including:
1 July 1845

Mayne, 13 Lower Fitzwilliam Street, to Leitrim.

‘I am sorry I cannot give any better account of the state
of Leitrim - every day, fresh outrages and determined
opposition to all regularity and quietness. The young
people on your estate are implicated in almost every case. The man shot
at Eslin was the son of one of the Cashel tenants, and the man wounded
by the police at Bohey is the brother of a Farnaught tenant. In fact, all
about Rynn seems to be the very centre of Ribbonism. ...
Many gentlemen are leaving the county and coming up to Dublin. I
believe it to be the universal opinion that martial law is the only thing
now can put a stop to so frightful a state of things. ...’
21 Dec. 1847

Mayne, Newbliss, to Leitrim, Killadoon.

‘I am much obliged for your visit to the Lord
Lieutenant and hope it may turn to some good purpose,
but I fear the plan of assassination is too general to be
put down at once. Several gentlemen have left Cavan and Monaghan for
England and Dublin, and I must confess I feel rather uncomfortable but
know my only chance is caution and taking care always to have three or
four persons with me when I go out. At the same time, I am determined
to go on in the several plans set on foot for changing tenants and general
discharge of my duties as an agent, as I am convinced [that] not showing
the people they have the upper hand of you is best, and most likely to stop
such proceedings. ...’

Ms.
36,065/1-11

1802-52

Estate correspondence of Lord Clements/Leitrim,
arranged by estate as follows:

Ms. 36,065/1

1802-8

Miscellaneous Co. Leitrim estate correspondence,
including:
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William Lattimer, Doonera, near Mohill, to Clements
explaining that he has ten children, including four
boys, ‘almost able to set to trades’. He applies for ‘a
loom or two’.

20 Nov. 1804

Cornelius O’Brien, 39 Capel Street, Dublin, to
Leitrim, Naas, [Co. Kildare], explaining that his father
and grandfather were tenants of Leitrim’s father and
grandfather. He wishes to give up his lease of
Clooncoo and get a new lease, in which his son’s life would be inserted in
place of Mr Thompson’s.

Ms. 36,065/2

1811-17

Miscellaneous Co. Leitrim estate correspondence,
including:

9 Sep. 1813

Hugh McDermot, Dublin, to Leitrim pointing out that
he cannot build the ‘internal part’ of his house
unaided, and has always been ‘a very improving
tenant’.

25 Jan. 1812

Elizabeth Jones, Dromard, [Mohill], to Leitrim
replying to the complaint made by the Halfpeny family
about Mrs/Miss Jones’s putting some of the choir
children in Leitrim’s pew.

Ms. 36,065/3

1825-9

Miscellaneous Co. Leitrim estate correspondence.

Ms. 36,065/4

1831: 1834:
1840: 1843:
1847

Miscellaneous Co. Leitrim estate correspondence,
including:

16 July 1831

J. Shanly, Dromahair, to Leitrim, Great Cumberland
Place, London, reporting that the death of Dr [Charles
B.] Johnston [Leitrim’s agent for the Manor Hamilton
estate] was due to a fall out of his gig. Shanly fears
‘five helpless orphans will be left unprovided for’. The 12th passed off
‘quite tranquilly’ in his neighbourhood.
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Miscellaneous Co. Donegal estate correspondence,
including:

7 Oct. 1802

James Cunney, Kilmacrenan, to Lord Clements,
Killadoon, reminding him how Lady Clements and he
talked to Cunney’s pupils, asked their names, etc, and
explaining that he has ‘... served so long in the office
of a schoolmaster on the College lands in the greatest indigency, with
many other hazards well known to the best people in our country, these
many years’, and hopes ‘... in God and humbly entreat[s] you will cast an
eye of pity on me, and that either your Lordship or the Earl of Leitrim,
your father, will be humanely pleased to take my case into your tender
considerations, to have something done for me in the Revenue
business ...’. He complains of the jealousy and hatred of various people in
the neighbourhood, and appeals to the testimony of Mr McCausland [Lord
Leitrim’s Co. Donegal agent - see Ms. 36,030/2].
Nov. 1802

[Rev.] Archibald McCausland, Fernhill, [Letterkenny],
to Lord Clements. He has been ‘... made extremely
happy by finding that Lady Clements and the child
were in so prosperous a state’. He recommends taking
out patents for monthly markets in Milford and Kilmacrenan, and
discusses the disadvantages of renewing Mr Babington’s lease of the
Lackagh fishery. There are two very good wheelwrights and plenty of
seasoned timber on the estate.
26 Feb. 1803

Adam Conyngham to Lord Clements, Killadoon,
giving him information about the deaths of two people,
the second of them Conyngham’s brother, John, who
were lives in leases [possibly on the Ducorrick estate
which Conyngham was in the process of selling to Lord Leitrim - see Ms.
36,066/2].
22 June 1803

D[avid] McCool, Derry, to ‘Dear Sir’ stating his
qualification for carrying out a survey of Lord
Leitrim’s College lands in the barony of Kilmacrenan.

‘You will please let his Lordship know that I will furnish him with one
general map of the whole and a particular map of each townland and
farm, the same as I have already done [for] his estate, and will make out a
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distinct book of the value of each respective town and farm for 6½d per
acre. You will please to observe that the general method practised by
surveyors in this kingdom as well as in Great Britain is by protracting
their maps, whereas if [there is] the least variation in laying down courses
in distances in that way, the error progressively increases, insomuch that it
becomes a very erroneous business at last. Messrs Crow & Marsh, land
surveyors from London, were employed by the late Lord Donegall to
survey all his estates in the Counties Donegal, Derry, Antrim and
Wexford in the year 1766, at which time I was employed by Crow, who
taught me a method without using a protractor of any kind, which has
completely done away the errors of this instrument.
I have, since the time I furnished his Lordship, [the] Earl [of] Leitrim,
with the book of maps of his estate, surveyed the greatest part of Lord
Londonderry and Mr Bateson’s Magherafelt estate, also the Drapers’
proportion, consisting of about 20,000 acres. I made out a general map
and book of maps for Mr Alexander Stewart of his Kilrea estate and 9,000
acres more for him in the Co. Donegal in the year 1790. I furnished the
Skinners’ Company with a survey of the Dungiven estate, now the
property of Mr Ogilby, consisting of 33,775 acres, and took the book of
maps to London in that year, I being the first Irish surveyor ever
employed by any of the London companies.
There are many other large surveys I have done besides that I think
unnecessary to enumerate at present. Mr Crow ... did not come to Ireland,
but wrote to me to see the whole business [of Lord Donegall’s survey]
completed, and I took the maps, etc, to London to him. On my arrival
there, he introduced me to Lord Donegall as a fit person to attend him and
his law agent when setting the lands, which I done [sic], and annexed a
map and duplicate to every lease and counterpart.
I would be glad to have his Lordship’s answer or yours on this occasion
as soon as convenient, so that I may arrange my surveying business
accordingly. ... As the business will be a work of time, I think the sooner I
begin the better.’
postmarked
17 Jan. [1804?]

Petition of George Kennedy of Cloncerney [near
Letterkenny] to Lord Clements, Dublin.
‘Your petitioner was employed by the Rev. Archibald
McCausland and the Rev. Mr Porter to rebuild the
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house of Rosapenna, the mansion house in your Lordship’s estate in the
county of Donegal, for which your petitioner was paid £51 17s 6d. The
contract these two gentlemen made with the petitioner was for petitioner
to finish the work, and they [said they] would not let your petitioner be at
any loss, but get the value of his work. Your petitioner consider[s]
himself at a loss, and humbly requests your Lordship to consider him and
let your petitioner get the valuation of two honest workmen such as the
Rev. Archibald McCausland would appoint. ...’
1 June 1804

David McCool, Derry, to ‘Dear Sir’.

‘Since I left you, I have been considering what I could
charge Lord Clements for an accurate survey and
valuation of the estate you mentioned to me in the
County of Galway. As you have seen my advertisement for surveying
estates, valuing and mapping for eightpence the Cunningham acre, which
is what I charge in this and the neighbouring counties [sentence
incomplete]. Galway being so far from this place, I think I could not
charge less than one penny more by the acre. In case his Lordship
consents to this proposal, I will begin the work immediately. ...
Last June I sent a proposal to you to be transmitted to Lord Leitrim to
survey, etc, the College lands, which proposal I will strictly adhere to,
notwithstanding it is much cheaper than this last proposal. ...’
2 Jan. 1805

[Rev.] Archibald McCausland, Fernhill, to Lord
Leitrim, Naas, mainly about the affairs and markets of
Kilmacrenan and Milford. He gives the dates of the
five fairs in Kilmacrenan and the five in Milford, and
states that the markets are held in both towns on the third Wednesday of
each month.
‘... There is not a doubt, my Lord, but the above markets will be attended
with very great advantage as well as convenience to your Lordship’s
tenants. A few premiums will be necessary to encourage and establish
them. Several people seem very desirous of taking the customs of those
fairs and markets by the year. As their value cannot be ascertained at
present, I think it would be advisable to advertise, to take in proposals,
and to set them only for one year, by which time we can better judge of
their value. ...
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I sincerely hope, my Lord, you are not determined to refuse me the lease I
am so very anxious about, particularly as I have no idea of either taking
you or your heirs at any advantage by such a lease. What I purposed first
was to rise in the rent and afterwards to pay fines in proportion to the
fines you and your heirs would be charged by the College in future. I
never would have built and improved in so expensive a manner as I have
done, had not your worthy father given me so great encouragement, from
renewing with me every year, and always told me that he supposed you
would grant me such a lease when you had it in your power. However, in
fond hopes you will one day or other be so good as to give me such a
lease, I shall not, please God, abate anything in the original plan of
improvements I had fixed on. ...’
He explains that the demise of the herring fishery in Downings Bay
means that there will be little competition for the renewal of the lease of
Downings.

1809: N.D.:
1812-13:
1817-18

Miscellaneous Co. Donegal estate correspondence,
including:

16 July 1817

Rev. Daniel Devenny, P.P., Gartan, to Lord Leitrim
denying the charge of having incited the tenants on the
College estate to discontent. He refers Leitrim to
James Sinclair Esq., Rev. Dr Law and John Cochran.

Ms. 36,065/7

1824: 1826:
1829: 1831:
1835

Miscellaneous Co. Donegal estate correspondence.

Ms. 36,065/8

1802: 1805-16

Miscellaneous Rosshill estate correspondence [see also
Mss. 36,032/1 and 36,064/4-7], including:

16 June 1806

James Williamson, Belfast, to Leitrim acknowledging
‘... a draft for £337 6s. 4d., being the full amount of
my bill for surveying and drawing maps of the
Bermingham estate ... .

Ms. 36,065/6
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If at any future period, the Bermingham estate should be divided, as I
know the estate so well, I shall be happy in giving any impartial opinion
as far as lies in my power.’
16 Sep. 1807

Robert Livingston, Armagh, to Lord Charlemont about
a valuation of the Bermingham estate which
Livingston has been carrying out in conjunction with
Mr Cooper and Mr Fair.

‘... I shall be as expeditious as possible in stating my opinion on the
partition ...’. He refers to ‘the beautiful villa and demesne of Rosshill’.
14 Dec. 1808

Thomas Redington, Kilcornan, to [James Fair?].

‘I am this moment favoured with yours of the 11th
inst, and beg you will inform my Lords Charlemont
and Leitrim with my best respects that I never did or
ever will send a proposal for any land, nor would I hold to the lands you
mention since my brother’s death, were it not for the money that was due
to me on the estate of Rosshill, and that I found it pleasant to be my own
paymaster in receiving my interest half-yearly. I shall with the greatest
pleasure give up the possession to their Lordships on the 1st day of next
May [of] the parts of the Rosshill estate which I now hold, and am much
obliged to them for their offering me a preference.’
28 Dec. 1813

Rev. Cecil Crampton, Garracloon, [Cong, Co. Mayo],
to Lord Leitrim. A pew has been assigned at a recent
vestry meeting to Leitrim and Lord Charlemont. There
is no vestige of the old pew belonging to William
Bermingham (Lady Leitrim’s deceased father).

Ms. 36,065/9

N.D.: 1834:
1836: 1848

Miscellaneous Rosshill estate correspondence,
including:

13 Oct. 1836

Frances Lynch, Petersborough, [Co. Mayo], to Lady
Leitrim. The writer’s nephew, the son of her brother,
Anthony, ‘... is young, active and extremely ambitious
in anything he undertakes’. He does business for his
aunt of Lakeview and for his uncle, Major Blake. Mr [James] Fair’s
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‘extreme age’ makes a vacancy in the Rosshill agency likely, and she
recommends her nephew.

Ms. 36,065/10

1804-28

Miscellaneous Killadoon correspondence - farm,
gardens, shrubs, plants, trees, the dairy, the house,
robberies and measures to prevent robberies, Celbridge
local affairs, the intended purchase of the fee simple of
Killadoon (in 1822) and matters relating to the very small tenanted estate
there, including:
1 Aug. 1804

Archibald Waterston [house steward or butler?],
Killadoon, to Lady Clements about family and
domestic matters, including the dairymaid’s
propensity, which Waterston has curbed, ‘... for going
out in the evening and getting too many acquaintance [sic] ...’.
11 Feb. 1812

[The 2nd] Lord Cloncurry, Lyons, [next-door to
Killadoon, in Co. Kildare], to Lord Leitrim sending a
book which he asks Leitrim to ‘look over’. It shows
the excellent results obtained from the ‘Kilcullen
Association’, and is appropriate to any situation in which the magistrates
are ‘... few and inactive and, above all, the constables [are] ill-paid, illchosen and ill-conducted’.
[N.D.]

Harriet, Viscountess Massereene, to Lady Leitrim
recommending ‘... the best dairymaid I ever saw’, who
would expect £10 p.a. She has won prizes for her
cheeses at ‘the North-East Society’.

27 Mar. 1822

Morgan Crofton, Harcourt Street, [Dublin], to Leitrim,
Nice, advising him that it is very important, when he
purchases the fee simple of Killadoon from Colonel
Conolly, that he should purchase with it all manorial
rights and royalties pertaining to it.
‘... The person seized in fee can grant all the royalties with that part of the
land he sells; also exempt it from any duties. I do not know whether
Killadoon forms any part of the manor of Castletown, but shall make
Cooper enquire about it. We can provide that no purchaser of the
Castletown estate can in any way hereafter disturb you, if Colonel
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Conolly has the entire right over it, which I presume he has or he would
not offer to sell the fee of part of it. ...’
11 Oct. 1824

Jones & Clark, Birmingham, to Leitrim, re-directed to
Antrim Castle, assuring him ‘... that our metallic work
would be without any difficulty perfectly applicable to
the greenhouse which your Lordship has handed us a
sketch of. ...’ He goes into very considerable detail, and annexes another
sketch.

Ms. 36,065/11

1831-48: 1852

Ms. 36,066/1-3 1803: 1810-54

Ms. 36,066/1

Miscellaneous Killadoon correspondence.

Business correspondence of Lord Leitrim, arranged as
follows:

1831: 1835-41

Correspondence of Lord Leitrim, partly as executor to
his aunt-by-marriage, Harriet, Countess Dowager of
Massereene, about the affairs of his cousins, the
Skeffingtons, and the confusion wrought by a bitter
quarrel between the 2nd Viscount Ferrard and his son, the [10th] Viscount
Massereene. Leitrim was involved, partly because of his family
connection with the Skeffingtons, but mainly because the late Countess
Dowager had left in her will £8,000 to Lord Ferrard’s three daughters
which were a charge on his estate. As a result of the row between father
and son, Lord Ferrard was unable to pay, not only the principal of these
legacies, but the interest upon them. The bundle includes:
20 Sep. 1835

Lord Massereene, Rostrevor, [Co. Down], to Leitrim.

‘... I wrote to my father last Thursday, 17th, stating
that it was Lady Massereene’s and my intention to go
abroad in six weeks or two months for some time, and
that I should feel most happy in making arrangements before going for the
provision of my brothers and sisters (as there was no knowing what might
happen to either of us before we met), on such terms as mutual friends
might deem fair and just. I then suggested that, on my getting made over
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[to me] Antrim Castle and demesne with whatever might be the difference
of £1,000 a year, I should charge the estate to the full amount of making
up [sic] each of my brothers’ and sisters’ fortune to £5,000.
I have not had any communication from my father for this month past,
and with regret I say that, as all my actions have been misrepresented, I
find by experience that it is necessary to inform my friends of my
intentions. On my father’s conduct towards me, I shall refrain from
making any comment, but I trust he will open his eyes sufficiently to see
that my conduct has been consistent with truth and good principles. ...’
19 Nov. 1835

Lord Ferrard, Antrim Castle, to Leitrim referring to
‘... a visit from Massereene and Lady to you.

His conduct, led as it is by her (for so I now find) and
by her family has been in every sense truly heartrending to me, and now that the ultimatum of ... son against father has
been come to, I have no recourse but to act with a determination that must
be very injurious to him. This is not done with any vindictive spirit, but
in a strict sense of duty to my children and my creditors. Every sense of
feeling has been extinguished on his side, not only as regards duty to his
father but as relating to his own honour. I have much to complain of, but
will not plague you further ...’.
[?14] Jan. 1836

Ferrard, Oriel Temple, [Collon, Co. Louth], to Leitrim.

‘... One thing ... may yet be done that, while I am sunk
in circumstances, his brothers and sisters shall not be
left unprovided for and helpless in life. You can therefore communicate
with him in writing or otherwise, as you may think best, to obtain his
written answer to this. Will he undertake to execute a deed and authorise
me to have it drawn, for charging Collon estate with £21,000 to make
good the provision for each of his brothers and sisters equal to £5,000
each? I have but power to charge £5,000. This, with £21,000, Chichester
being provided for and William partially [so], will make good £5,000 to
each. It includes my bonds and debt the Countess bequeathed to the girls
of £8,000. This is unconnected with and apart from any consideration
whatever, but it is a point essential for me to be immediately informed
upon. ...’
[post 14 Jan.
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1836]
He does not feel that he can make the proposal which
Ferrard has asked him to make unless he is in a
position to offer something by way of equivalent, and
feels strongly that Ferrard should agree to make Lord Massereene an
allowance.
16 Jan. 1836

Ferrard, Oriel Temple, to Leitrim.

‘... I am asking nothing for myself, but seeking to
know if any better feeling exists with respect to
brothers and sisters than has been manifested towards
his father. He admitted the injustice done towards them at the time of my
marriage settlement, under feelings needless to enter into of my father and
Lord Massereene. He has it in his power to remedy that injustice. Will he
now do so? ...
When you speak of no allowance to Massereene, it is obvious you are
unacquainted with what has passed. Settlements and opening to debts
were arranged between us by three mutual friends, Baron Foster, Lord
Downes and Colonel Rochfort. Following their recommendation, I
conceived I was making a very great sacrifice for Massereene’s exclusive
benefit. All on the point of conclusion, evasions began on his part, under
new advisers who ultimately prevailed upon him to reject altogether what
had been agreed on. He was apprised of the consequences, that I must in
honour and in honesty at great expense insure my life, and that to cover
this I had no means but to apply what would have constituted his
allowance to that purpose. This is done. He was even apprised that every
article of his father’s furniture would be exposed to seizure and to sale,
leaving his sisters without a home. He was immovable ...’.
5 Feb. 1836

Ferrard, Dublin, to Leitrim.
‘The arrangements for Anna’s settlements brought me
here yesterday, and I am about to return this day.

In looking to these, it is necessary to ascertain the
amount of interest paid to you as trustee, as also where vested. ...
You apologise for offering advice where none is requisite to one knowing
the kind and good intention with which it is given, as I do. But I am
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satisfied your opinion would be different on that subject, were you
acquainted with all that has passed on that subject. ...’
[post 5 Feb.
1836]

Copy of Leitrim’s reply.

‘You are probably aware that there never has been but
one payment of interest made to me, which was last
spring, so that the sum invested in the funds by me is a
very small one, and there must be a considerable arrear of interest due by
you. But I have never yet received any account of it. You are probably
aware also that, as Anna is going to be married, I am bound under the late
Countess’s will to pay her that part of her fortune of which I am trustee. I
take it for granted therefore that you have made preparations for enabling
me to do so.
With respect to what you say upon the subject of an allowance to
Massereene, I am sorry to say that I cannot agree with you. Your
reasoning applies solely to the allowance which he was to have received
in consideration of joining with you to charge the estate to a certain
amount, but it is not applicable to that allowance which every son is
entitled to receive from his father. Were I in your situation, I should think
myself bound to give my son a reasonable allowance in the first instance.
But I will say no more upon the subject.’
6 June 1836

Ferrard, Oriel Temple, to Leitrim.

‘... To me it is as desirable in feeling as it is to you in a
sense of duty, to see the portion of my girls’ fortunes
left by their grandmother justly arranged and secured
to them. One-third has been so completed, that portion having been
assigned as the property of Anna upon her marriage. The remaining twothirds, then, are the matter for present arrangement, and respecting which
I wrote by this post to Mr Stewart, Marlborough Street.
With respect to the interest paid, that [?etc] has been upon the securities
which rest on the Collon estate and which were assignments of old
judgements to the Countess. For my own debt, no interest has been paid
and under the distressing circumstances in which Massereene’s new
advisers have placed me, I am satisfied not only of the justice but of the
policy of my claiming for the maintenance and education of my
daughters. The legacy of their grandmother places them so far altogether
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in fortune independent of their father. It is not sufficient fortune for them,
and I must add to it, as I have in Annie’s case, so as to make them at least
equal to what she has got. In doing this, a parent is fully excused in
wishing it to be his own act. Whatever, then, I pay of interest is so much
deducted from my means of gift to be added to that which a future
husband may claim as his right. In this view, then, I claim for their
maintenance what will be equal to the interest of the debt - ie. my own
debt, letting that on the other accumulate ...’.
12 Apr. 1837

Ferrard, Oriel Temple, to Leitrim.

‘There can be no doubt of the expediency as well as
necessity of a final arrangement with respect to the
interest due upon my bonds to my two daughters. The
difficulty on my part is not the want of will but of means. Hampered as I
am by debt, sunk by the enormous payments I have to make for
insurances on those debts, there is little of income remaining to me even
arising as it does from landed possessions probably exceeding 50,000
acres.
To pay them the accumulated interest from my income is impracticable,
and my wish is what I before expressed to Stewart, that the accumulation
should be made principal. Why this was not done and concluded in the
last security given, does not rest with me. It can now be done, but with
increased expense to me. Let me then have your views upon this.
Are you apprised of the course Massereene’s advisers have taken against
me? An injunction to prevent my cutting trees at Antrim!!! At Antrim,
where unfortunately I have expended many - too many - thousand pounds
in improvements and in planting, where I have never permitted a tree nor
even a branch to be cut but as marked under my own inspection. A
commission even to take my answer, usual in common courtesy, refused,
which will force me to Dublin. All this can be to no point but to annoy
and put me to wasteful expense. ...’
4 June 1838

Ferrard, Oriel Temple, to Leitrim.

‘... Surely you cannot but be aware of my present
difficulties, of the cruel and mortifying situation in
which I stand. Insurances, and amongst them even for
the principal on which the interest is accumulating for my girls, has [sic]
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sunk my income to almost nothing. But when I stand without the power
of borrowing and have constant calls and forestalments of rental to pay
small, unsecured debts, I am left altogether without income. I have
reduced my establishment and am living as it were from hand to mouth.
My creditors have placed faith in me, and I have been enabled to ward off
any unpleasant proceedings. Surely, at such a moment, any coercive call
upon the part of my girls would not, could not, be to their advantage. On
the contrary, it would still further sink their father and themselves. ...’
20 June 1838

Ferrard, Oriel Temple, to Leitrim.

‘I cannot doubt the propriety of your view that the
interest so long due ought to be paid, but the
consideration now is how is it to be done without
greater injury to the individuals for whose benefit it is intended than can
be incurred by letting it rest some time longer. ...’
20 Aug. [1838]

Copy of a letter from Leitrim, Barèges, to Ferrard.

‘... I am well aware that circumstances ... have been
the cause of much pecuniary embarrassment to you,
and I hope you will do me the justice to believe that no
one regrets it more sincerely than I do. But I cannot conceive that, with
so large an income as you possess, you should not be able to pay so small
a sum as the interest due to your daughters, and which I, as their trustee,
am bound to require. Nor, to speak frankly, do I think that you ought to
defer it as you have hitherto done, more especially for an indefinite time;
for, you have never yet signified any period when I might expect you
might pay it, or rather you have seemed to think that it might be put off
sine die. ...’
17 Nov. 1838

Ferrard, Oriel Temple, to Leitrim, Rome.

‘... The papers will have told you of the melancholy
fatality that fell upon the two brothers, Lords Farnham,
within a month. The younger, consequently the last
Lord, early made away with an excellent income, and raised considerable
sums of money by post obits on his elder brother’s life. These would
have assigned the rental of his estates to the Jews, and they no doubt
would have cut the woods where they could. All this the short period of
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his possessing the title has prevented, and the speculations of those
money-lending gentlemen fell with his life.
His son, married to Lady Roden’s and Lady Pakenham’s sister, and who
for so many years represented the county of Cavan, seeks immediately on
coming to his title to render it efficient and to become a representative
peer. He has written to me to request I would apply to you for him, and
which, as he is a cousin that I value, I venture to do. As a politician, you
must know he is strongly opposed to your views on public affairs and in
opposition to the government. This would have stopped me from
troubling you, but that I believe it to be fully felt by your political friends
as well as by mine that the Irish peers are too conservative to allow a
supporter of the present government to be elected. The candidates they
had, having no hope by election, have been placed in the House by
creation, and I know not of one now who is or is likely to be in the
field. ...’
14 Nov. 1840

Ferrard, Oriel Temple, to Leitrim.

‘Oppressed as you have been yourself, you will not I
am sure be insensible to anything of joy within my
house, so distracted as it is by what I must now call the
madness of Massereene. ...’
The good news mainly concerns his son, ‘Tommy’s’, decision to enter the
church and his forthcoming marriage to a ‘... girl with whom I am much
pleased. ... She gives him an immediate income of £600 a year, and with
this and some little that I shall add, they can well get on in Oxford until
some church preferment may turn up for them. ...’
24 Jan. 1841

Lord Massereene, Merrion Square, to Leitrim.

‘... From the way in which I live as an exiled criminal
from the house of my father, my actions are of course
sadly misconstrued, and amongst them no doubt my
conduct towards my brothers and sisters. But you at least know that I
offered above five years ago to settle upon them what my father wished, if
he would relieve my own destitute state and allow me £1,000 a year, and
you are aware that the offer was treated with silent contempt.
Now, if my actions are misconstrued, so may my father’s be, and I should
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be greatly obliged if you would let me know whether it is true that he
barely allows my sisters the interest of what my grandmother, Lady
Massereene, left them, and that the principal is insured on his life in such
a way that, in the event of his demise, it may be seized upon by his own
personal creditors.
You may have heard that he has lately sold for his own use ... all the plate,
linen and furniture at Antrim Castle which my grandfather, your uncle,
bequeathed to his widow to be by her left by will or otherwise amongst
her granddaughters. My youngest brother, Henry, was left a few
hundred pounds, I believe by a relation of yours. I know not whom to
apply to for information respecting his rights. Perhaps you can tell me
whether this money and the interest thereon will be forthcoming on his
attaining his majority.
Chichester is with us now, and can tell you that since he came of age, he
received no more allowance than myself, and that he has not even been
paid his due from the small property left him by my grandfather, Lord
Massereene, and that he has been charged £1,000 out of his poor pittance
for the expenses of an election at which my father set him up as a
candidate without consulting him upon the subject.
I know many more things about the mismanagement of his affairs, but
these are enough to show you that there must be great ignorance on the
part of my father and villainy on that of his advisers and agents. ...’
8 Feb. 1841

Copy of Leitrim’s reply, in which he pleads ignorance
and is evasive.

12 Mar. 1841

Duplicated circular from Lord Massereene, 1 Merrion
Square East, to his fellow-members of the Sackville
Street Club.

‘Having this day seen a card meanly and clandestinely
sent into this ... club by a boy, not a member, in which my character is
assailed and my honour impugned, and having upon a former attempt
made by the same boy to insult and provoke me, taken the only course
that an adult could take against a child put forward to play a part, I take
this method of stating to my fellow-members that I am compelled, as
every individual to whom I address myself would be, to submit to the
consequences resulting from this child’s play quarrel.
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But, as it is evident that the boy calling himself Arthur Hamilton Foster,
has some secret adviser, he himself being utterly incapable from his
extreme youth and consequent inexperience, of conceiving or proceeding
in such an enterprise as that in which he is tutored to assume the part of
the ostensible actor, I pronounce that adviser (whoever he may be) to be a
mean and disreputable dastard, and I call upon him to have the courage to
avow in his own name and person that which he has had the disgusting
cowardice and singular rascality to put forward under the name and upon
the authority of an irresponsible youth not amenable by the laws of
honour for insults offered.
Under ordinary circumstances, I should feel some apology to the club
necessary for placing such a document as this upon their table ..., but I
owe it as well to the members as to myself to state that I consulted several
friends, military men as well as civilians, and that under their sanction and
advice I have adopted this course.’

Ms. 36,066/2

1803: 1810-28

Miscellaneous business correspondence of Lord
Leitrim, including:

31 Mar. 1806

Receipt from Thomas Faris to Leitrim for payment of
Faris’s bill of costs to the late Lord Leitrim amounting
to £30 11s. 4d. Half the costs relate to the carrying
into effect of an agreement made by [Rev. Archibald]
McCausland ... with Adam Cunningham for the purchase of his interest in
Ducarrick [Co. Donegal? - not traceable in the Topographical Index] for
Lord Leitrim ...’ in 1804.

Ms. 36,066/3

1832-54

Ms. 36,067/1-4 1825-54

Ms. 36,067/1

1825-8
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Ms. 36,067/2

1829-37

Bills of cost.

Ms. 36,067/3

1838-43

Bills of cost.

Ms. 36,067/4

1844-54

Bills of cost.

Ms. 36,068/1-6 1806-53

Box containing 6 folders of tradesmen’s accounts (all
Dublin or London) to Lord and Lady Leitrim, as
follows:

Ms. 36,068/1

1806-9

Tradesmen’s accounts.

Ms. 36,068/2

1810-19

Tradesmen’s accounts.

Ms. 36,068/3

1820-29

Tradesmen’s accounts.

Ms. 36,068/4

1830-39

Tradesmen’s accounts.

Ms. 36,068/5

1840-49

Tradesmen’s accounts.

Ms. 36,068/6

1850-53

Tradesmen’s accounts.

VI Correspondence of the Hon. W.S. Clements, later 3rd Earl of Leitrim, 1820-77
Ms.
36,069/1-32

1820-77

Box of letters and papers of the Hon. William Sydney
Clements, Lord Clements (from 1839) and 3rd Earl of
Leitrim (from 1854), as follows:

Ms. 36,069/1

1820-37

Passports of the Hon. W.S. Clements. [These, in
conjunction with his correspondence in Mss 36,04036,041, establish what his travels and movements were
at this stage in his life.]

Killadoon List in NLI printed 20/11/07

Page 457

KILLADOON PAPERS

DATE

Ms. 36,069/2

1825-6

DESCRIPTION

Three letters to Clements from his cousins, the Ladies
Emily, Elizabeth and Maria Caulfeild, including:

26 Oct. 1825

Lady Emily Caulfeild, Lady Maria Clements and Lady
Caroline Clements to the Hon. W.S. Clements, 43rd
Light Infantry, Gibraltar. They believe that Charles
[Skeffington Clements]’s regiment will be, ‘as you
suggest, the 85th’. The main topic of conversation is Lord Wellesley’s
marriage to ‘Mrs Patterson, an American lady, very handsome and clever,
as I hear’. Maria has taken the air ‘in a lovely little garden chair to which
we harness “Dapple” ..., a most spirited and nonpareil donkey ... . Do
marriages interest you? Lady Georgiana Ryder’s to Mr Wortley’s eldest
son, ... is the newest a-going. ... M[aria] upon second thoughts withdraws
her love and changes it to a frown of anger’.
20 Mar. [1826?]

Lady Maria Caulfeild and Lady Elizabeth Caulfeild,
Thornhill, [Co. Wicklow], to Clements, 43rd Light
Infantry, Gibraltar, describing a brief visit from
Charles, who has only a week ‘... to turn out a perfect
man, and join the depot at Dover’.

They give other family and social news: Uncle Henry’s ‘small brats
climbing up the tree of knowledge’; Lords Meath and Brabazon, ‘both
deep in canvassing’, one for a U.K. peerage, the other for Co. Wicklow;
Lady Wellesley’s winning of ‘all hearts here, even to the most determined
Orangemen’; and Capt. Lyons’s approaching marriage to Lucy Fitzgerald
(‘... they have nothing between them and he is to have her in November
and go to Mexico to make a fortune’).

Ms. 36,069/3

1830: 1833:
1838: 1846-8:
1871

Letters to Clements/Leitrim from the Hon. Mr and Mrs
Henry Caulfeild of Hockley Lodge, Richhill,
Co. Armagh. [He was the younger brother of
Clements’s uncle-by-marriage, the 2nd Earl of
Charlemont, and was M.P. for Co. Armagh, 1802-30; she was Elizabeth
Margaret, second daughter of Dodwell Browne of Rahins, Co. Mayo. He
was born in 1779, but she not until c.1800, so she was a few years older
than Clements].
The bundle includes:
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Mrs Caulfeild to Clements, A.D.C., The Castle,
Dublin.

‘My dear Sydney, I am very much obliged for your
recollection of me and offer to forward my letters, a
saving which, though small in amount, is acceptable in these times of
“doubt and difficulty”. I know not how to send any reply to you free, so
you must pay for this, and I beg you will say how this may be done. Your
little budget of Dublin news was very agreeable. None of my family are
in “the world”, and my only correspondent, Lady Morgan [the novelist],
seems to have forgotten me. I like very much to hear what is doing, so
that you cannot fail to give me pleasure when you find time to write to
me.
I recollect the marriage of Lady Lees [in 1812] when I was a child. She
was then beautiful, and if report said true was not a happy bride. I saw
her last year after the lapse of many, and was surprised not to discover
more traces of former loveliness. I hear her second daughter is also to be
married soon. I will not send forth your report of Miss Bella Scott’s
conquest, but hope it may be confirmed. She seems a very gay person - I
mean that gaiety is the tone of her character and it will be early to fetter it.
I heard from Lady Charlemont and, as you say, any thing about them must
be discovered by instinct, for the letters are always such as might answer
for any correspondent in the world. Lady C. says Caroline is gone to see
her invalid brothers, Charles and Francis. The latter I did not know was
an invalid, and of the health of the former nothing is said, and as it is a
matter of interest to me, pray mention it when you write. Perhaps
Caroline may be induced to linger longer in England than she intended.
The journey from Ireland to London is a very serious undertaking for
persons of small means and who cannot or will not travel by public
conveyance. I though they would have been at Parkanaur at this time, and
put off in consequence pulling down our kitchen chimney. However, as
soon as Major and Mrs Eyre Caulfeild [her husband’s cousin] leave us, I
will have it done, and hope to be all right again by the time of her arrival
and that you will be at liberty to meet them here. James and Henry [her
sons, the first of whom succeeded as 3rd Earl of Charlemont in 1863]
brought colds from school for easter occupation. Jem’s went the full
length of a fever, and he is very much weakened. Henry returns to school
on Friday, but I fear James cannot for a week after.
I have no doubt that the Coercion Bill will do present good. But that will
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not reconcile me to so unconstitutional and impolitic a proceeding. I do
not hope for any improvement in Ireland until the whole magistracy is
swept off and a set of working and rational men appointed in their place.
I would have a Court of Sessions constantly open in every county town,
which would prevent much party manoeuvring amongst the gentry and
intimidate evil-doers, who depend so much on their chances of escape
from various causes, such as delay, private influence, bribery, etc, that
they do not fear the law as they should do. At these courts, I would have
a public prosecutor (as in France), which would prevent much of that
underhand threatening or bribing which so constantly defeats justice. No
one who does not live in the country parts of Ireland, or who is not to a
certain degree one of the fraternity of small gentry, can have an idea of
the way in which the magistrates (generally) of each party will toil and
slave and manoeuvre to procure the acquittal or escape of the delinquents
of their own side. Here is the great evil of absentees, who are mostly men
of circumstances and education quite above such miserable, mean
proceedings, however strong their political opinions: whereas the mass of
the present residents and magistracy derive half their consequence from
being party men, and are great or small as their party is up or down in the
political world. I suppose in a century or so our small gentry may become
a rational disinterested educated community, but at present the actual
farmer is in most cases a more enlightened and just man.
Mr Caulfeild waits to take this to Armagh, so I must close my political
discussion with this opinion, that neither Lord Grey nor Lord Anglesey
have any idea of the way in which the small wheels of the political
machinery of Ireland are clogged with impurity.’
11 July 1838

Mrs Caulfeild to Clements, United Service Club,
Dublin, assuring him that there is ‘... always bit and
bed at Hockley for a farmer like you’. She
recommends an extended tour of Scotland, to include
visits to the ‘great sheep farms’ in the Border country, Edinburgh, Fife
and the Western Isles.
post-marked
May 1847

Mrs Caulfeild to Clements, Lough Rynn.

‘Well, you just had the start of me. I was a thinking of
writing to ask where you are and how you are, when
yours arrived. From what I hear of the west, I imagine
you would think us very well off, but, compared to what we were, we find
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plenty of cause to bemoan ourselves.
We have not yet got the soup kitchen nostrum at work because we cannot
get the farmer people to attend and we cannot get an efficient clerk.
Mr C. is the only gentleman at home in this division, nor does it include
parson, priest and minister - great advantages in ordinary times, but now
the reverse. We cannot get the thing to work. Day after day Mr C. has
attended, but it ‘was only himself and his clerk’. In the meantime, we are
giving out under the old relief Committee system and we dispense about
six barrels of meal weekly. But I have had a cookshop at work for a long
time selling pennyworths of pea and rye bread, coffee, soup and nice
porridge, which has been most useful. Persons who wished to give away
bought tickets. Then Lady Molyneux [probably the widow of Sir
Thomas, 5th Bt] and we raised the labourers’ wages 2d per day, provided
the labourer himself eat the work of it at the kitchen, so as to keep him in
working order. Then I have three meal stores - two in this division for the
sale of pure meals one penny under the market price, which more than
remunerates for all the expenses. Next, we got grants of clothes for
Kilmacteigue and have made them herein short. We are only now
beginning to feel that the distress is likely to be beyond our aid.
I have just been interrupted by the Poor Rate collector - 10 pence in the
pound, and the first rate for four years and a half. Our next division has
not paid out the last rate of 2/0, and 2/6 more is struck. It cannot be.
What is to come of it all? I have a good guess, but people won’t believe
it. The Protestants are getting much discontented. O’Connell is gone. It
might be Boston over again.
However, I should have an easy life but for Lord C.’s tenants. Far and
near they come here. The plague of it is intolerable. Hundreds going to
America - such buying and selling of land and at a very low rate, by
which wise landowners profit; and let me say [that] freeing their estates
from future claimants for Poor Rates will give a very pretty percentage for
the outlay. For instance, Sir J[ames] Stronge has reduced to the lowest
point - is starving himself to command every offer of sale. This week he
has knocked down nine house [sic] or settlements - regular rookeries. He
crops the land himself this year and has time before him to make the
farms to his pleasure. I might show a parallel between paternal and
fraternal acres if I pleased.
As to ourselves, we are existing only by the mercy of creditors who
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forbear. Connaught sends neither rents nor money. I have no idea how
we can weather this season. Crops here are various - early quite eaten and
indifferent, late very fine. The Burges’s are parting with all their upper
servants, cookmaid, children’s maid, etc, etc.
I have just had a bad account of Francis from one of Mrs F.’s family - not
better as to the paralytic affection, but otherwise improved. It will take
some time for it to pass off, if even only neuralgia. Typhus is not
common in this division, but raging elsewhere - in Armagh again on the
decline. I have had to write in a hand gallop - excuse and write to tell me
do people really eat horse flesh and all the rest of it about you. ...
Do you electioneer again?’
22 Sep. 1848

Ms. 36,069/4

[Hon.] Henry Caulfeild, Dublin Castle, to Clements.
He sends the numbers and names of the disgraced
Unions. The south is in a great state of excitement,
and the objects of the rebels appear to be only plunder
and forage parties ...’.

1838: 1848

Letters to Clements from Lady and Lord Charlemont,
his aunt and uncle, about John Ynyr Burges’s
inheritance under the terms of Lady Poulett’s will,
1838, the recent history of the Rosshill estate, its
‘mismanagement’ by James Fair and Lady Leitrim’s refusal to allow it to
be sold, 1838, and Clements’s attachment to [Miss Stuart?], which Lord
Charlemont advises him to persevere with, 1848. The bundle includes:
6 Sep. [1838?]

Lady Charlemont, Tunbridge Wells, to Clements.

‘It gives me much pleasure to hear of your excursions
into Galway, but after the wish that I expressed that
you should visit the Rosshill estates, I cannot
comprehend why you have not gone there.
I believe the prohibition some years ago from your mother referred
merely to your then companion, to whom they did not wish to have the
nakedness of the land exhibited by a relation, though it is open to, and
duly visited by, all the tourists of the country on account of the natural
curiosity in its neighbourhood between it and Cong called the Pidgeon’s
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Hole.
I hear so little of my estate that I did not know our wool was exported to
France; and the consideration Lord C. and I have felt for your mother’s
unfortunate state of health induced us to resign the management of the
estate entirely to Lord Leitrim. On her account, and at her earnest wish,
the act of parliament obtaining for us the power of selling the estate was
never acted upon, and as she and Lord Leitrim preferred the
mismanagement of Fair to other experiments for bettering the state of the
tenantry as well as our own finances, we have also submitted to that. I
name this in case you should not have been informed of the circumstance,
which [it] is just possible that you may not, as you were I think one of the
yet “unfledged” at the time. ...’
10 Feb. 1848

Lord Charlemont, 49 Grosvenor Street, to Clements.

‘... You have told me, though I must observe not until
long after club rumour had given me many hints on
the subject, that “you were caught at last”, and
subsequently informed me that “the negotiations for your marriage had
come to an unfortunate close”. Before I proceed, however, I would
solemnly appeal to you to examine yourself and your feelings
thoroughly, and to satisfy yourself as to what your undoubted wishes are;
for, if you have a doubt on your mind on the subject, matters had much
better remain as they now stand. If, however, as I should wish to suppose,
the result of such examination should be that your happiness is to be
secured by a successful renewal of the suspended negotiations, I would
entreat of you to renew them without delay. ...
The young lady, you say, has no fears respecting the encountering
marriage life with a small income. Well, yours is unquestionably not
large. But I have known many couples living most happily upon even
less. It appears the objection does not come from the lady. Does it from
you, or is it a point made by her family through the negotiating uncle? If
the former, there is an end of the matter, for I well know your father
cannot afford to increase your allowance without leaving himself, etc,
completely destitute. If from the Stuarts, it appears to me that, that
moderate young lady being herself content and you willing to undertake
for her happiness on your limited means, a frank, friendly and a
reasonable discussion between the parties might eventually do away with
the obstacles founded on such feelings. ...’
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He thinks that the only real difficulty relates to the provision to be made
for Clements’s widow and younger children in the very unlikely event of
Clements’s predeceasing his father.

Ms. 36,069/5

Ms. 36,069/6

1838: 1859

Two letters to Clements/Leitrim from his friend and
fellow-proprietor in Co. Donegal, Lord George
Augusta Hill, including:

14 July 1859

Hill, Ballyane, to Lord Leitrim (‘my dear Clements’)
asking for information about Leitrim’s alleged
‘attempt to stop up a highway’.

[1839?]: 1848-9: Letters to Clements/Leitrim from his sister, Lady
c.1850-54: 1859 Elizabeth Clements, including:
5 Dec. [1839]

Lady Elizabeth Clements, [Marino?], to Clements.

‘... I should have written sooner but that Aunt
C[harlemont] wrote to you, and we have no news to
impart. We are very triste here, except that we are
both in pretty good health. Aunt C. [is] so much better that she begins to
be able to read and write a little like other people, which is an
inexpressible relief to me as well as to her.
As life goes on, friends diminish in number - at least those that one has
left are generally scattered away - and one finds oneself a good deal
alone, with many melancholy recollections. This I say, not to make a
lamentation, but to advise you very strongly to try in earnest this next
season to find a wife that could suit you. You know I am not one of the
advocates of marriage in general. I never advised or wished Francis to
marry, and neither in his case nor in Caroline’s has my personal comfort
been increased by the new relations I have acquired. It is not therefore
that I want a sister-in-law, for it is ten to one that the person you selected
might not fancy me, or perhaps I her, or as with Mrs Francis, we might
meet so little as hardly to become acquainted. But, for yourself, in the
many months of solitude that you are likely to pass at Lough Rynn, I think
a companion would be most desirable and would enable you to be more
useful, and unless you have resolved against it, I think there is no time to
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be lost, both from the obvious reason of growing old, and also that you
will very soon lose this house as a place where you can meet general
society, and it will become as complete a dead letter as Cumberland
Place.
Aunt C. is very much changed on the subject of society. Her health,
headaches and habitual absence of mind, etc, have unfitted her a good
deal for it for some time. But within the last year, she has become more
aware of this herself, and talks habitually of giving it up, of not seeking or
wishing for it, of only wanting the sun and fresh air, etc. She has now
turned the large dining-room into a drawing-room, so that if there was
anybody here to ask to dinner (which there is not), we have only the little
front parlour to have them in. I know this arrangement could be changed,
but I only mention it to you to point out that she is not what is called
laying herself out for society or trying to form it or draw it together; and,
though we shall necessarily see more people in the summer than we do
now, I doubt whether she will take much trouble either to go out to parties
or to have them here ... .
I am afraid you will think this all an unnecessary prose ... . I thought I
would try to urge upon you the necessity of soberly looking out for an
eligible and suitable companion, who would make your house a
comfortable home, now that in the miserable, scattered state of our family
that is nowhere else to be found. Probably this will find you in the midst
of hurries, so do not mind answering it.’
[Dec. 1848]

Lady Elizabeth Clements, Killadoon, to Clements.

She is concerned to hear him mentioned by the rest of
the family ‘always as better, never as well’. Her visit
to Rosshill was pleasanter than she thought, owing to
good weather and less mendicancy. ‘... Draining, the workhouse, the out
of door relief, and some emigration are causes’. The church is to be
opened for service next February. The ‘last report was that Francis was to
be the new bishop!’
22 [Dec.?
1848?]

Lady Elizabeth Clements, Killadoon, to Clements.
‘... I cannot think what you have taken into your head
about “alienating part of the Rosshill estate”, or what
can cause your uneasiness. The church is, you know,
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but 30 feet long, and it stands upon a piece of ground which has been
fenced off for a churchyard (without which the Bishop would not
consecrate the site), the extent of which is one rood and I believe 1 or 2
perches - the yearly value, as I am informed, of perhaps 6 shillings or 7
shillings. For this mighty affair, Lord and Lady Charlemont joining with
my father have full power to make a conveyance. ...’
18 Jan. [1849?]

Lady Elizabeth Clements, Killadoon, to Clements.

‘The style of your letters and the angry tone you have
assumed towards me, perfectly astonishes [sic]. Were
I inclined to be cross, the letter I have this morning
received is quite one to leave unanswered. You use such very offensive
expressions! - “cool effrontery”, etc, etc. I assure you that the reason I
feel not the least angry with you is that I am so thoroughly conscious that
I have done nothing nor said nothing, nor thought nothing to excite all
this displeasure. It is all a mistake - some very unaccountable mistake on
your part.
I thought that everybody had heard so much of the church from me
during these four years that it has been going on, that they must be
perfectly sick of me and my church. My disasters, disappointments,
delays and annoyances have been so many and various that I have thought
of little else, and talked of it so much that that was the only reproach I
ever feared or expected - certainly not that of concealment, reserve or
want of candour.
Recollect, dear Sydney, how very little you are with us. Is not that the
true reason of your not knowing details which have been talked of freely
to mere acquaintances? ... Is it not quite obvious that, if I had written to
you particularly about the church, it would have been to ask you for a
subscription ... . But ... I knew your money was fully engaged in another
district which wanted it quite as much. ...’
She goes on to recount the history of the church: how its status changed
from that of a chapel-of-ease to a parish church, because the Bishop
divided the parish, and no church existed in the part of the parish where
the chapel-of-ease was to be.
22 Nov. [1853]
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building, which she intended should be 5 per cent of
the subscriptions he raised from all other subscribers.
‘... As to my promise of giving 5 per cent, ... when I made it, I thought
that you were not to get any contribution from my father. When you
began, you took the very unusual course of not applying to him, either as
father or as landlord. I supposed therefore that you considered the terms
you were upon did not warrant your applying to him ..., [which] induced
me to promise, what was indeed small assistance towards the building of a
church, but still a contribution that was too much out of proportion to my
small means.
Since that, my father has contributed £100, and I understand has promised
another. I hardly think you will get many more contributions than the
£400 you have now collected ..., and I want to know if it appears to you,
as it does to me, that in contributing £20 I have fulfilled the spirit of my
promise ... .
My father continues remarkably well. His health has benefited very much
by his remaining in his two rooms upstairs, and no longer making the
great exertions he did some months ago, by which he so alarmingly
exhausted his strength. His limbs are almost powerless, notwithstanding
which he keeps up his spirits and talks of going to England in the
spring. ...’
25 Nov. 1853

Copy of a letter from Clements, Hollymount
[Co. Mayo?], to Lady Elizabeth Clements.

‘... I am at a loss to understand why you have made an
unwarrantable attack upon me. You are ... quite in
error ... . I did apply to my father, and it was upon his wish that I should
not erect an unsightly building which induced me [sic] to become more
extended in my views, and I submitted a plan to him with three sites
proposed to him. He approved of one, which was then in the hands of a
tenant, who was removed by Mr Mayne at my father’s desire and the land
given into my hands for the purpose of building on the site which was
approved of by my father, and where the building now stands.
I have been surprised that some members of the family have given so little
assistance towards the building, but if such misapprehensions have been
stated to them as you have mentioned to me, it may be the occasion of
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unfortunate misunderstandings.
I think that you are bound to give £5 per cent on the money collected for
the building of the church, and I do not think that you can regard me in
any other light than that of a subscriber. ...’
8 Apr. [1854?]

Lady Elizabeth Clements, Killadoon, to Clements.
She will keep up the £5 per annum to Farnaught, but
will have to give up her subscription to the ‘... little
clothing club [at Lough Rynn] ... set up by our dearest
brother at my suggestion. ...

I find retrenchment absolutely necessary. Every year the expenses at
Rosshill seem to increase, and so naturally do the claims made upon me,
while I get less help than formerly, Lady C. being, as you know, no longer
able to contribute. I cannot regret any expense. I have had comparatively
few disappointments. The girls and boys that I have endeavoured to
forward have all behaved well, and are prospering. From our manner of
life here, not seeing anyone, I escape expense of dress. But so it is that
mere clothing costs something, and with all possible economy, I cannot
get on. I have no less than ten godchildren and I cannot now afford to get
a little book or a frock for one of them. In short, I am very hard-up! ...’

Ms. 36,069/7

1844: 1851-4

Letters to Clements about his fund-raising, etc, for the
building of Clooncoo chapel of ease, Mohill [ie.
Farnaught church?], including:

13 Apr. 1844

Copy of a letter from Clements, Lough Rynn, to the
Bishop of Kilmore encloses a memorial from the
parishioners of Mohill and Cloone (c.100 names).
There is ‘... very great want of education amongst
these poor but deserving people’. He petitions for the division of the
existing parishes and the endowment of a new church.
15 Apr. 1844

John [Leslie, Bishop of] Kilmore, to Clements
acknowledging the memorial from the parishioners of
Mohill and Cloone. ‘... We have not the means’ to
build a church (£900-£1,000 to seat 200) or to
purchase an endowment (£1,250). He points out that the present

Killadoon List in NLI printed 20/11/07

Page 468

KILLADOON PAPERS

DATE

DESCRIPTION

incumbent of Mohill has two curates, of Cloone three, so that the case for
a new church and parish is not particularly strong.

Ms. 36,069/8

1844: 1860

Letters to Clements/Leitrim from Charles and Charles
William Hamilton [see also Ms. 36,064/22], the letter
of 1844 being from the father and the letters of 1860
from the son. The letters of 1860 relate to a valuation
and division of the furniture, pictures and effects of Leitrim’s late aunt,
Lady Elizabeth Clements, and about her bequest of a sum of £1,445
which is to be divided between Hon. F.N. Clements and Lord Sydney.

Ms. 36,069/9

1845: c.1845

Letters to Clements from Sir William W. Lynar,
Ballinamore, Co. Leitrim, including:

6 Feb. 1845

Sir W.W. Lynar, Ballinamore, to Clements, M.P. He
reports on the resumed enquiry into the murder of
Capt. McLeod. The proceedings were ‘perfectly
private’. A company of the 34th under Capt. Talbot
are in town - ‘... what use if they are only to patrol three miles out?’ He
jailed four ringleaders of the riot on the evening of last market day.

Ms. 36,069/10

1845-7: 1850

Letters to Clements from Edward and Lady Louisa
King-Tenison of Kilronan Castle, Keadue,
Co. Roscommon, about Co. Leitrim grand jury
business, 1845, and the Co. Leitrim election of 1847,
including:

12 and c.12 July
1845

Two letters to Clements from Capt. Edward KingTenison [sheriff of Co. Leitrim for the year], Carrickon-Shannon, discussing grand jury business and, in
particular, the rage of and legal proceedings taken by
John Reynolds Peyton on account of being omitted from the grand jury.
19 July 1845

King-Tenison, Kilronan Castle, to Clements.

‘The assizes ended on Thursday evening ... . We had
several convictions and one or two cases where their
verdict of “not guilty” surprised most people. About seven [were]
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transported ...’.
[July? 1847?]

Lady Louisa King-Tenison to Clements.

‘Edward sent me a line today with many thanks to you
for the information about J.R. P[eyton], who has
promised Edward his vote and influence, although
Edward says at the same time he does not know what to make of it, as J.
Peyton’s bosom friend, who dares not move without his leave, is acting
agent to G[odley]. ...’
[July? 1847?]

Lady Louisa, Carrick-on-Shannon, to Clements (letter
marked ‘private’).

‘Things are coming to a crisis, and the election is to be
fixed I believe for Monday week. Your brother [C.S.
Clements] and Edward are very sanguine, but it is altogether a strange
mess, and I regret to say, if any damage is sustained by the Liberal cause
in this county, we may thank Francis Latouche for it.
He is not behaving as he ought, and Edward can do nothing hardly with
[Colonel Samuel] White’s tenantry. They are a very Godly set, and as
F.L. [who was White’s agent] goes about telling them it certainly is
Colonel White’s wish they should vote for Edward, but that he intends
supporting Godley, the underhand hint of an agent has much more
influence than the wishes of an absentee landlord. Godley stays with
Latouche. He is forever walking about the town with old G[odley], who
is on the grand jury, and hardly takes any notice of Edward. In short, his
conduct is anything but what it ought to be. He is very cordial with your
brother.
All this makes a pretty mess, and then McTernan, who has no small
influence, is difficult to manage. ... As poor O’Conor Don is dead, he
might just as well have died a little sooner, and then Edward would have
had a walk-over in Roscommon without any of the trouble of a contest
here. I shall be very glad when this is over. ...’
30 July [1847]

Lady Louisa, Kilronan Castle, to Clements.
‘Will you be kind enough to write to Colonel Keppel
and make him give some positive orders about his
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tenants splitting with your brother and Edward.
Colonel White is most straightforward and has written to his bailiffs and
Latouche to desire all his tenants to vote for Edward and your brother. I
wish Lord Leitrim and Colonel Keppel would do the same, but no
positive orders have been received from either party.
Lawder will make Edward no promises, and it makes it very
disagreeable, as it causes a general impression that they are both anxious
only for your brother, and that afterwards Godley or Edward will be
returned, whichever suits his purpose best, and that there is no sincere
wish to assist Edward. ...
Edward is working hard under the rose to assist your brother, and I hope
most sincerely he is returning the compliment with all sincerity. ...’
31 [July 1847]

Lady Louisa to Clements (letter marked ‘private’)
reporting that Edward is now receiving the support of
C.S. Clements’s friends, with the exception of Lawder,
and that even Francis Latouche is behaving well, under
orders from Colonel White.
‘... Our agent, who is just returned from Dublin, says Charley Peyton was
talking there of their chief hopes now lying in a petition. ...’
[7 Aug. 1847?]

Lady Louisa, Carrick, to Clements (letter marked
‘private and confidential’).

‘All is going on most prosperously, and everything
promises success to both the Liberal candidates. It is
all right about Keppel’s votes, although I am very sorry you should have
even hinted to Colonel K. what I said with regard to your brother or
him. ...
I see plainly Godley’s game has been to create a quarrel between Charles
C[lements] and Edward. They certainly very nearly succeeded, but the
accounts we have heard of your brother’s canvass have convinced us that
no exertions on his part have been spared to secure Edward’s
return. ...’
Now that Colonel White has brought Francis Latouche to heel, the latter
‘... is trying his best with Lord Southwell’s tenants. He is very tiresome,
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and his conduct will not soon be forgotten by the Liberal portion of the
county. ...’
17 Aug. 1847

Edward King-Tenison, Kilronan, to Clements.

‘Thank heaven, the contest is over and terminated
triumphantly for both Liberals. ... The contest was a
severe one, as I always thought it would be, though
many of my friends maintained that Godley would never come to the poll.
No accident of any kind occurred at Carrick. In Roscommon they had
desperate riots and one man killed.
When do you think of coming over? I hope we shall see you here when
you do. ...’
[Aug. 1847]

Lady Louisa, Kilronan, to Clements (letter marked
‘private’).

‘... Between ourselves, your brother owes his election
to McTernan, who had it in his power at one critical
moment to decide who should be the second representative for Leitrim.
Had he plumped for Edward, your brother and Godley would have had to
fight it [out] between them, and I think G. would have succeeded, and [sic
- but] by splitting with either he decided the matter. After this, McTernan
will be insupportable.
G. made a great hash of the whole thing. He certainly has no very
decided opinion on politics. At the nomination he said he should vote for
Peel and oppose Lord John: at the close, he said he saw no difference
between Lord John and Sir Robert. ...
You never saw anything so quiet as the election. There were plenty of
troops there for ornament. No one thought of asking for their services
save Loftus Tottenham, who marched them about while he was in the
town, and made them escort him out of it!’

Ms. 36,069/11

1847-56: N.D.:
1860
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Lady Elizabeth Clements, Grosvenor Square, to
Clements, Lough Rynn.

‘I am very sorry to hear you’ve had such a terrible
[?fall]. I hope you are not hurt elsewhere, besides
spoiling your beauty. I think you must keep at home a little. ...’
19 May-20 July
1855

Correspondence between Lady Elizabeth Clements and
Lord Leitrim about a long-standing and confused
family arrangement whereby the interest on £3,000
was paid to Lady Elizabeth and her late sister, Lady
Louisa, to help them keep up the house at Long Ditton. One part of the
correspondence includes:
27 May 1855

Leitrim, Lough Rynn, to Lady Elizabeth.

‘... I shall regard it as a peculiar favour if you will not
take Elizabeth [his sister] into your councils in this
matter. I cannot forget that, wherever she has been,
there has unhappiness. Your house has always been the mansion of
peace, and God grant that it may always continue to be so.’
5 June 1855

Leitrim, Manor Hamilton, to Lady Elizabeth.

‘... I do not understand why you should be displeased
with me on account of my father’s omissions. I should
be a pauper but for the consideration and wisdom of
my grandfather. I wish to do what is right. I have no wish whatsoever to
control your actions, but I have every desire to please you.’
11 July 1855

Leitrim, Lough Rynn, to Lady Elizabeth, 2 Grosvenor
Square.

‘... I am happy to say that Mr Lambert has paid in
some more money, and that we shall be able to send
you that [which] you receive from the Rosshill estate. ...’
20 July 1855

Leitrim, Lough Rynn, to Lady Elizabeth.
‘... I find the difficulties I have to encounter most
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formidable, more so than I expected, though I thought
them bad enough at all times, and I very much fear that
I shall be forced to give up all thoughts of maintaining my rank, and shall
be obliged to become my own agent. I cannot as yet see my way at all. It
is so many years since any accounts have been rendered, and so much that
has been done is so detrimental to the estates, that I entertain the most
serious apprehensions.
I shall probably be here for a few days longer, and then I shall expect to
be called in some other direction.’
[1855?]

Lady Elizabeth, South Street, [London], to Leitrim
giving him (largely erroneous) information about
family history.

‘... The Mrs Clements on the staircase is my
grandmother. I don’t remember her [Lady Elizabeth was born in 1771
and Mrs Clements died in 1781!], but have a faint recollection of her
dying. My grandmother was a Gore, and Lady Gore must have been
either her mother or her sister-in-law. But I can’t go back so far. General
Sandford (I believe), was no relation, but he was my godfather. I believe
Theo. Clements Esq. was my great-grandfather.’

Ms. 36,069/12

1847-8: [1851?]: Letters to Clements/Leitrim from his sister, Lady
1859-60: 1876-7 Maria Keppel, including:
[July? 1847?]

Lady Maria Keppel, Quidenham [Rectory, Norfolk], to
Clements.

‘... You will think me very stupid, but much as you
have always said about it, I have been quite taken by
surprise in hearing that you were really and truly retiring from parliament.
I suppose other calamities have pressed too much upon my father for him
to have urged upon Charles as much as otherwise he would have done, to
take the place you leave vacant. But I trust you will leave no stone
unturned to get him into that position. I cannot in the short space of a
letter say how important I think it for Charles’s wellbeing, nor have I ever
said it when talking the matter over with you, because really and truly I
did not think you in earnest. This was folly on my part, I doubt not, but
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now that the thing is really come to pass, I see also that it is his only
chance of parliament.
We ought to do what we can for one another, surrounded by difficulties as
we are. Charles ought to put in an address simultaneously with your
address of withdrawal, and that immediately, as no time is to be lost.’
6 [July? 1847?]

Lady Maria Keppel, Quidenham, to Clements.
‘A thousand thanks for your communication. I am
indeed glad that the seat is not to be sacrificed, and
your second letter this morning quite raises my
spirits. ...

You allude to difficulties, but nothing is to be had without difficulty ... .
You have associated the seat in your own mind with all other difficulties
between you and my father, but I do not see the connection, and I hope
you will yourself see it less and less, if your anticipations prove correct,
and that you do not miss the being in parliament. Should such be the
case, I think you will feel a gratification in seeing Charles there. ...’
21 [Aug.?
1847?]

Lady Maria Keppel, Holkham, [Norfolk], to Clements.

‘I am sorry to see you unable to bring yourself to any
warm congratulations upon the success of the election
in Leitrim. I do not understand why. You were the
first that ever suggested Charles’s standing. ... You said you did not like
being in parliament. ... And at length, at the eleventh hour, when you
insisted upon resigning, we at last induced Charles to try for the vacant
seat, which was on the point of being sacrificed and thrown away.
It really is a mistake on your part not to rejoice that the seat is rescued and
that Charles has obtained that which at first he hoped to have got from
some English constituency, but which in fact he never would have
obtained in England. However, I attribute all to a clouded state of spirits.
You have many things to vex you, and therefore you are not in a mood to
feel pleased at what is good. ...’
17 Oct. [1859?]

Lady Maria Keppel, Quidenham, to ‘My dear Leitrim’.
‘... I suppose the Rosshill affairs are drawing to a
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crisis, and that within a few weeks now you will have
to make up your mind whether the sale is to be carried
through. It is truly a charming spot, if one had plenty of money to spend
there, and also youth to encourage one in the outlay. ...’
21 Apr. [1860?]

Lady Maria Keppel, Quidenham, to ‘My dear Leitrim’
suggesting, on behalf of all the other nephews and
nieces as well as herself, that the effects of their late
aunt, Lady Elizabeth Clements, should be distributed
according to the wishes expressed in her will, and not according to the
system of selection by rotation proposed by Leitrim. She acknowledges
that Lady Elizabeth was mistaken in thinking in that she had the legal
right to dispose of these things by will.

30 Dec. 1876

Lady Maria Keppel, Quidenham, to ‘My dear Leitrim’
about the effects of their other aunt, the late Lady
Charlemont.

‘In answer to your letter, it was decided when we were
in Grosvenor Street, in compliance with your desire, that Aunt C.’s effects
were to be sold by auction, excepting the carriages, I believe, which might
be sold better some other way.
I think Aunt C. had written upon a miniature of Emily [Lady Emily
Caulfeild (d.1828)] that you should have it at her death, and of course this
claim would be respected. As one of the nearest of kin, I would make no
difficulty to your taking Aunt C.’s effects at a fair valuation, but (as you
know) the house belongs to the Charlemonts, and they want to get into it
as soon as it can be made ready for them, so poor Aunt C.’s property must
be removed as quickly as possible to let in their workmen. ...
All I can do in the matter is to make known your proposal to the other
nearest of kin, which I will do, and write again when I hear from them
whether the selling by auction be still open to the alteration of a
reasonable offer. As a remembrance of old days at Marino, I have
thought of the “School of Pan”, which used to hang over the drawingroom chimneypiece at Marino. I spoke to Mr Harper about it, and asked
him to bid for it for me, should there be an auction. ...’
2 Jan. 1877
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‘... The sale by auction is the usual course, as I am
informed, under similar melancholy circumstances.
Charlemont says that some of the busts, etc, are now
his property. I am gratified to know that I am to have the portrait of
Emily. I wish to have her bust and the bust of Aunt C. and the old
painting of Emily.
Of course such mode of sale as will produce the largest sum will be the
best, and the next of kin can determine in what way they will sell - if they
all agree - to [?raise] the [?estate]. I understand that you have agreed to
give the proceeds to the children of Caroline and Francis, so that the
larger the amount, the better.’

Ms. 36,069/13

1851: 1854:
1859-60

Letters to Clements/Leitrim from his brother, the Hon.
and Rev. Francis Nathaniel Clements, those of 1860
about the death and effects of their aunt, Lady
Elizabeth Clements. The bundle includes:

2 May 1859

F.N. Clements to ‘my dear Leitrim.

We were very glad to hear of the laying of the
foundation stone of Milford Church, according to your
own adage of better late then never. I quite agree with
you that it is most important having now got it into a good situation,
which is an immense advantage. ... You don’t mention whether you are
building the Milford Church yourself or have got the Ecclesiastical
Commissioners to undertake it for you, which would save you a world of
trouble. ...’
20 [Jan.?] 1860

F.N. Clements, 41 South Street, to ‘My dear Leitrim’
about the arrangements which Clements has made to
get ‘your picture of my grandfather’ securely packed
up and consigned to Dublin. [This, presumably, was
the Batoni of Robert Clements, 1st Earl of Leitrim, which had passed at
his death into the possession of his widow and then into that of his
unmarried daughters.]

Ms. 36,069/14

1853
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Mount Campbell, Drumsna, Co. Leitrim?], mainly
about some cannons he wants to buy from her. [See
also Ms. 36,062/4.]

Ms. 36,069/15

June 1854

Letters to Clements and his sister, Lady Caroline
Burges, about his (subsequently broken) engagement
to Rachel [Irby], including:

‘Saturday
evening’

[Mrs] Fanny E. Irby [Rachel Irby’s mother], Hill
House, to Lady Caroline Burges.
‘... The time fixed for the wedding ... remains a little
uncertain (but in every probability I trust it will shortly
take place) ... .

I much wished for the opportunity of being introduced to Lady Elizabeth
Clements and your sister who, with Lady Charlemont, have not only
received Rachel most warmly, but have shown her so much kindness and
attention as to call forth in my own heart feelings more easily imagined by
a mother than any words of mine would express. I was pleased to hear
through Rachel that Lord Leitrim was pretty well, notwithstanding the
excitement he has lately experienced. ...
I should like to make you acquainted with the real cause of the delay. It is
occasioned by the lawyers not being able to agree, as Mr Faris insists
upon our breaking the trust of my father’s and our own marriage
settlement (a thing Mr Partington says is illegal and cannot be done) for
the sake of [?giving] down £2,000, which even had it been practicable we
feel quite sure neither Lord Boston, my father nor my uncle Fortescue
would consent to. I hope, however, as Lord Clements will soon be over,
matters may be speedily arranged. ...’
8 June 1854

T. Fortescue, Cheltenham, to Lord Clements hailing
the forthcoming marriage with effusive joy.

‘... Another and pleasing reflection is that the personal
regard so long subsisting between you and Mr and Mrs
Irby will henceforth have enlarged scope of enjoyment in the more
frequent intercourse and close connection of your soon-to-be-united
families. ...’
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Ms. 36,069/16

6 Aug. 19
Victoria [1855]

Co. Galway commission of the peace for Lord Leitrim.

Ms. 36,069/17

1855

Lawyers’ bills of cost to Lord Leitrim (mainly in
respect of administering his father’s will).

Ms. 36,069/18

1856-68

Bills of cost.

Ms. 36,069/19

1869-76

Bills of cost.

Ms. 36,069/20

1859-60

Correspondence between Lord Leitrim and his brother,
the Hon. Charles Skeffington Clements, about a
quarrel between them which built up over the terms of
the will of their aunt, Lady Elizabeth Clements, to
which C.S. Clements was executor. [See also Ms. 36,069/8, 11-13 and
23.]

Ms. 36,069/21

1859-60

Genealogical correspondence of Lord Leitrim about
the Hamilton family. [Leitrim erroneously believed
that Nathaniel Clements had inherited, not bought, the
Manor Hamilton estate, which perhaps explains his
interest in the Hamiltons.]

Ms. 36,069/22

1859: 1866

Copies of two out-letters from Lord Leitrim, one about
an old castle and a lake [Lough Rynn?], 1859, the
other about his dissatisfaction with his new house at
Manor Vaughan, Co. Donegal, 1866. The second
letter is as follows:

23 Mar. 1866

Leitrim, Manor Vaughan, Milford, to [John] Faris.
‘As you were present when I paid Messrs Crowe and
Wilkinson and know all that took place, I wish to have

Killadoon List in NLI printed 20/11/07

Page 479

KILLADOON PAPERS

DATE

DESCRIPTION

your advice, if you will be so good as to consider my
acts at that time and how far they were a waiver of any claim on the one
or the other.
This house is in a sad state. The drawing-room and the bedroom over it,
which ought to be the best rooms in the house, are quite uninhabitable.
Three buckets full of water have just been taken out of the drawing-room,
and I have been obliged to take down a part of the ceiling. The water
comes through the wall all the way down from the top to the floor in
several places. The window cases are badly put in, and do not keep out
the water, and I am told that, when they were plastering the wall, they
were well aware that it was badly built, and that they had great difficulty
in getting the plaster to hold. I am told that there is not a window case in
the house which has been put in so as to keep out the wet.
In short, I have been most badly treated by Wilkinson, but in my own
opinion I have settled the matter by paying. The loss to me will be very
great, besides the great inconvenience which I must suffer, and his
certifying that [the] contract was complete appears to me quite
inexcusable.
I shall be here for a few days longer, and shall be much obliged to you to
tell me what you think of this very bad case.’

Ms. 36,069/23

1860

Letters to Lord Leitrim from his cousin, the 3rd
Viscount [and only Earl] Sydney, about the division of
the late Lady Elizabeth Clements’ effects [see also Ms.
36,069/8, 11-13 and 20.]

Ms. 36,069/24

Sep.-Nov. 1860

Letters and addresses to Lord Leitrim on his escape
from assassination by James Murphy in Mohill.

Ms. 36,069/25

1863: 1868

Correspondence of Lord Leitrim about the Maam hotel
incident - his dismissal from all his county offices for
denying the Lord Lieutenant, the 5th Earl of Carlisle,
admittance to a hotel on the Rosshill estate - together
with later correspondence with Lord Abercorn about Leitrim’s possible
reinstatement. Included in the bundle are:
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[Dr? H.] Maunsell, Evening Mail Office,
26 Parliament Street, Dublin, to [John] Faris (letter
marked ‘private’).

‘I have very carefully thought over the matter you
spoke to me about, and with my experience of such things, I would
decidedly say that it would not be judicious to stir it up ... . It was very
unfortunate that King should have given up the letter of Lord L. Its
publication was quite unwarrantable, but once done, it is hard to mend
matters ...’.
[Oct. 1863]

Proof or cutting of a letter to the editor of The Dublin
Evening Mail.

‘The public of this country is so sensitive to any want
of hospitality or breach of propriety that they seem
somewhat hastily to have pre-judged the Earl of Leitrim, but from
anything that has appeared in print, it appears very doubtful that either
one or the other can be imputed to him.
The public prints only tell us that the Lord Lieutenant and his aides-decamp drove by an hotel in Connemara without even stopping at it, and
they also print a letter from Lord Leitrim to the hotel-keeper, who seems
to be a tenant of his Lordship - a letter which, no doubt, is of uncivil tenor
and by no means in good taste. But what have the public to say to that
private letter, and how came it to be made public? It is not to be imagined
that Lord Leitrim intended it for publication, nor is it likely that “King”,
to whom it was addressed, volunteered to publish it. Have the police
upon this occasion, as upon too many other, exhibited a zeal beyond
discretion in obtaining a private document and publishing it without the
consent of the persons to whom it belongs; for, the ownership in a letter is
the joint property, lawyers say, of the sender and the receiver, not to be
published without the consent of both.
Lord Leitrim has certainly, so far as appears, not published the letter, and
therefore committed no offence in that particular; nor is it easy to see that
his Excellency and A.D.C.s were refused admittance to an hotel where, so
far as is stated, they did not apply for it. In addition to all this, does any
offence against the public appear to have been committed, any breach of
public duty warranting the summary superseding of the Earl in his
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functions as a magistrate? As the Americans say, “I cannot see it.” And
it is perfectly well known that a certain Castle Secretary - not a private
one - has exhibited in the very same Connaught public rowdiness which
none of the authorities seem to hold at all incompatible with duties
considerably more important than those of a deputy lieutenant of a
county.’
15 Oct. 1863

[The 7th] Earl of Granard [Lieutenant of Co. Leitrim]
to Leitrim displacing him from the office of D.L. for
Co. Leitrim in consequence of the ‘wanton insult’
offered by Leitrim to the Queen’s representative in
Ireland.

28 Oct. 1863

[The 2nd] Marquess of Abercorn, Beaudesert, Rugely,
Staffs., to Leitrim deploring the ‘very arbitrary course’
taken by the Irish government in removing Leitrim’s
name from the commission of the peace. Abercorn
had intended to, and will when circumstances permit, offer him a deputy
lieutenancy for Co. Donegal.
31 Oct. 1863

Copy of a letter (marked ‘private’) from Leitrim,
Lough Rynn, to Abercorn.

‘... I quite agree with you that at present it would be
quite impossible for you to offer, or for me to accept,
the deputy lieutenancy of Donegal.
With respect to the misunderstanding between me and Lord Carlisle, it
has not been of my own making. The simple fact of the matter is that the
hotel at Maam is a very small and solitary cottage at the foot of a
mountain which is all in my own hands, excepting the hotel and premises.
The accommodation consists of one sitting-room, two bedrooms opening
into it, and two servants’ bedrooms. When I go there, I occupy the whole
house to the exclusion of everybody; consequently I avoid going there at
the period when tourists usually require accommodation. But I was in
Galway previous to Lord Carlisle’s coming there, and on my way to
Maam, where the event which has been published in the newspapers took
place, there is an inn at Leenane about ten miles on one side and which he
passed by, and another at Cong, which he did go to without inconvenience
about fifteen miles off on the other side, and I think that, when his police
officer handed him my private letter addressed to my tenant, he would
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have [been] better to have torn it up instead of publishing it and then
making such a fuss about it.
I retired from the bench of magistrates six years and a half ago, and have
never since that time acted as a magistrate in this county, in consequence
of the bench having been packed with magistrates to swamp my opinion.
This took place previous to any attempt being made on my life. ...’
1 Nov. 1863

Copy of a ‘private’ letter from Leitrim, Killadoon, to
[James] Robinson.

‘... My attention has been called to the publication [in
The Daily Express] of the 10th of October, and a more
unwarrantable or a more unjustifiable article than the leading article of
that date I have never seen published in any newspaper of any class under
any circumstances whatsoever.
I have no objection to the press passing any opinion they may please to
form upon any of my acts, but they have no right to impute motives for
my acts or to misrepresent me.
You were good enough to act as my counsel on the trial of James Murphy,
and you are perfectly aware that I never expressed any dissatisfaction at
the result of that trial or of [sic] the conduct of the crown counsel or of Mr
Todd or of any justice concerned in it. It is equally untrue that I ever
brought this trial or anything connected with it before parliament.
The effect of these statements is ... [to] make those who do not know me
believe, as is broadly stated, that my difference with Lord Carlisle arose
out of the verdict of a jury over which Lord Carlisle could not properly
exercise any control, and to damage me in the opinion of the public by
trying to make them believe me to be of a cruel and revengeful
disposition. ...’
4 Nov. 1863

George [?Orme] Malley, 5 Upper Temple Street,
[Dublin], to Leitrim.

‘After consulting with Faris I called on Capt. Knox of
the Times in reference to the letter quoted from the
Observer. It is in all probability an unworthy attempt of your political
enemies to bring you into disrepute, and Capt. Knox concurs with me in
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thinking that, if you see no objection, the most successful way of refuting
them would be to address a letter to the editor of the Times stating that the
letter quoted by that journal from the Observer is a forgery. This will
enable Capt. Knox to put in a few complimentary observations, which
will be gall and wormwood to the Castle party. ...’
5 Nov. 1863

John King, Maam Hotel, to Leitrim, Lough Rynn.
‘I think it incumbent on me to inform your Lordship of
the particulars of what occurred on the occasion on
which Lord Carlisle passed through Maam, which was
as follows.

Mr McDermott, S.I. of police, called here on the 3rd Oct. and engaged the
rooms, as your Lordship will see by the enclosed, which I agreed to, not
knowing of your Lordship’s wishes at the time. On the night of the 6th,
previous to the arrival of your Lordship’s letter (which I received at half
past one o’clock on the morning of the 7th), Mr McDermott slept here
waiting to meet Lord Carlisle and party, and on the following morning I
told him I received instructions to have the house ready for your
Lordship’s tenants, and that I could not accommodate Lord Carlisle.
He then insisted on remaining in the house, and stated he would not leave
unless I produced your Lordship’s letter, which under the circumstances I
was obliged to do, and trust your Lordship will feel satisfied with what I
have done, as I have been at all times most anxious to carry out your
wishes.
On the 20th Oct. last I went to Clonbur petty sessions to seek a renewal of
my licence, which Mr Scully, R.M., refused, stating there were no other
magistrates in court, and on pressing the matter farther, I asked, if I went
before the magistrates on Thursday following to Oughterard, would he, as
one, sign my application, which he refused, and told me he had been
directed by Mr Brereton, chairman of the county, not to do so. However,
the magistrates have since been directed to sign my licence, which they
have done on the 3rd November.’
3 Oct. 1863
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Rough copy of a ‘private’ letter from Leitrim, Lough
Rynn, to [G.O.] Malley.

‘... As you have been good enough to take an interest
in this affair, I should be obliged to you if you will let
me know what is the opinion in the courts as to Lord Clanricarde’s
extraordinary attack on me. His address partakes so much of an altar
denunciation that I apprehend that he must have been assisted by the
priest of the parish previous to sending his circular to his co-conspirators.
It appears to me that the Lord Lieutenant of the county of Galway, the
deputy lieutenants and magistrates have simply committed a breach of the
peace, that the matter was one of which they had no official cognizance or
even reliable information, and that the Lieutenant sent a very
unwarrantable circular ... .
Lord Carlisle’s reply is exceeding[ly] amusing. He first states that he is
gratified by the terms of the address, and then he proceeds to pull it to
pieces bit by bit and to administer to Clanricarde and co. a good slap in
the face ... . Thus, he entirely exculpates my tenants and myself, all he
complains of being a want of hospitality.’
9 Nov. 1863

George Robinson [agent for Leitrim’s Rosshill estate]
to Leitrim (letter marked ‘private’).

‘I can assure your Lordship, it is as hard to move John
King as a horse. In fact, he is so put about since the
Maam affair, he hardly knows what he is doing. ...
It occurs to me, from what has recently taken place, that Lord Carlisle,
having seen King had been refused his licence by the magistrates, wrote
himself to the R.M. at Oughterard informing him he had acted very wrong
in refusing the renewal of the licence, inasmuch as he had not been
refused admittance by King, he never having demanded it from him, but
said rather the contrary, that King had acted properly by informing him
the house had been previously engaged prior to his passing. ...’
10 Nov. 1863
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‘... I think that the defence of that unfortunate man was conducted in a
most gentlemanlike and inoffensive manner. I am of opinion that your
verdict was honest, conscientious and humane. I never have complained
of that verdict or of the manner in which the trial was conducted. ...’ He
points out that his falling-out with Lord Carlisle took place before the
trial, and arose out of the petition which he presented, after giving Lord
Carlisle due notice, to the House of Lords, ‘... signed by 2079 farmers and
inhabitants of the southern part of the county of Leitrim’ complaining of
the conduct of the Carlisle administration.
10 Nov. 1863

Thomas Flaherty, Drumkeeran, [Co. Leitrim], to
Leitrim.

‘I most respectfully beg to acknowledge the receipt of
your Lordship’s circular of the 10th instant relative to
the trial of James Murphy for shooting at your Lordship in Mohill.
Upon the trial, I was one of the jurors, and I cannot allow the opportunity
to pass without saying that your Lordship fully concurred with our
finding, and ... I can get other jurors to join with me in the forgoing
sentiments, should your Lordship require such.’
10 Apr. 1868

Copy of a letter from Leitrim, Lough Rynn, to Lord
Abercorn, [now Lord Lieutenant of Ireland].

‘I am very much obliged to you and to Lady Abercorn
for an invitation to your ball on the 20th. I should
have been very happy to have had the pleasure of accepting it and the
honour of meeting their royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of
Wales, but while I am under the Carlisle ban, I do not think it right to go
to Court.
You may remember that you expressed to me at the time your opinion that
Carlisle had gone too far in the exercise of his displeasure. I have always
thought that I have been much wronged, and that I should not have had
fastened on me the result of Carlisle’s indiscretion. This is not the only
inconvenience resulting therefrom, nor am I the only person who suffers.
But as there has been no public or practical change in the policy which
was exercised at that time to crush me and those connected with me, I do
not see how I can with propriety accept your invitation.’
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Abercorn, Viceregal Lodge, [Phoenix Park, Dublin], to
Leitrim (letter marked ‘private’).

‘... The subject of restoring you to the commission of
the peace has been one which I have been very
[?anxious] about, and I shall still endeavour not to lose sight of it. The
difficulty in doing it in the most simple and natural way is the hostile
position of the Lieutenant of your county [Lord Granard], through whom
the application ought to come, and whose application would make the
matter easy.
It may be also as well not to take any steps during the sitting of parliament
which might call for any question from some evil-disposed Radical. But I
still hope, before our tenure of office is terminated, to be able to arrange
the business satisfactorily ...’.

Ms. 36,069/26

1870-76

Letters and bills of cost to Leitrim from Thomas
Crozier & Co., solicitors, Dominick Street, Dublin.

Ms. 36,069/27

1876-7

Correspondence between Leitrim and the 3rd Earl of
Charlemont about Leitrim’s wish to purchase some of
the portraits, busts and other effects of Leitrim’s late
aunt, Lady Charlemont. [See also Ms. 36,069/12.]

Ms. 36,069/28

1826-77

Miscellaneous personal letters to Clements/Leitrim,
including one from a doubtful ladyfriend called Mrs E.
Scott (who says she is not going to become either a
beggar or a prostitute), 1837, and one from Jane,
Marchioness of Ely, who acknowledges a letter of condolence on the
death of her husband and refers to the kindness of Queen Victoria and to
Lady Ely’s future plans, 1858.
The bundle also includes:
12 July 1835
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Legion”?...’
23 Sep. 1838

[The Hon.] Robert Boyle [fourth son of the 8th Earl of
Cork], Quebec, to Capt. the Hon. Sydney Clements,
United Service Club, Dublin, announcing Lord
Cavan’s engagement to Lady Hatherton’s second
daughter. ‘... To my mind, he had nothing to recommend him, neither
manner nor appearance, but then he is an Earl’, and so has the advantage
over younger brothers like Clements and Boyle. Boyle does not expect
trouble this winter: ‘... Jean Baptiste is too much of a coward’ to fight the
large forces now in Canada, ‘... and Jonathan will not show sympathy
unless there is a chance of his friends succeeding’.

Ms. 36,069/29

1838-74

Miscellaneous business letters to Clements/Leitrim,
including one about shrubs for Killadoon. Also
included is:

20 Feb. 1850

Robert Gore, British Legation, Montevideo,
[Uruguay], to Clements responding to a request for
information. George Willis went out with Beresford’s
expedition of 1806, and later took part in ‘some of the
revolutions’; he retired as lt-colonel. Willis would not object to ‘two or
three cheap emigrants whom he might employ’.

Ms. 36,069/30

1839-40: 1859

Miscellaneous Co. Donegal estate correspondence of
Clements/Leitrim, including:

15 Feb. 1839

‘The petition of the tenants of the College estates of
Kilmacrenan ...’ to Clements praising the fairness and
zeal of John and James Cochran, who ‘... have suffered
more during the last seven years in obtaining the rents
due our noble landlord than ever heretofore fell to the lot of any agents’,
and praying that they be continued in the agency.
21 Jan. 1840

M. Clancy, Seaview, Ballyshannon, to Clements
forwarding [not found] an address from ‘the
inhabitants of Kinlough parish’ to Queen Victoria.
‘... I presume to inform your Lordship that your
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Lordship’s late speech at the great reform meeting in Dublin has given
much satisfaction and has removed many erroneous impressions
regarding your Lordship’s principles, which ... seem to be fully in
accordance [with] those already demonstrated proofs which have
appeared so conspicuously for half a century in your Lordship’s family
and most particularly so in your much lamented brother. ...’

Ms. 36,069/31

1841: 1847:
1859

Miscellaneous Co. Leitrim election and other political
correspondence of Clements/Leitrim, including:

16 June 1841

Copy of a letter from Clements, 18 Great Cumberland
Place, to Mr O’Brien asking for a renewal of his
invariable kindness and support, in the event of their
being a contest for Co. Leitrim.

16 June [1847?]

[Colonel] Samuel White, [?U.] S. Club, Pall Mall, to
Clements.

‘... I regret not having given you earlier notice of my
intentions, but if I mistake not you must have been
aware that it was my intention to retire from the representation of the
county, and [I] communicated my intention to Capt. Tenison, who I
thought the most eligible and likely to come forward. I had been
canvassed by Mr Godley, who appears a Liberal, but informed him I
considered myself engaged. I hope the county will not be disturbed by a
contest. At present I do not see the likelihood of it. ...’
26 Feb. [1859]

[Rt Hon.] J[ames] Whiteside, Irish Office, Whitehall,
to Leitrim.

‘I will have the Manor Court Abolition Bill forwarded
to you. It is not intended to give compensation to the
owners of estates for abolishing the right to appoint judges, nor have they
in my opinion any right whatever to be compensated for such privilege
only worthy of feudal times. The seneschals and [?magistrates] will be
compensated fairly.’
3 Mar. 1859
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‘... I do not see that there will be any substitute for a
manor court, as there is not likely to be a magistrate residing within eight
or ten miles of my manors. I consider that your bill, if passed into a law,
will be a very serious loss to me and very prejudicial to the Crown.
However, as your opinions appear to be those of the Radicals, it can be of
very little use my remonstrating. The same line of argument will be as
effective for taking from me my rights as a peer.
I can only regret that your great talents should be turned in a direction
which must lead to disastrous consequences.’

Ms. 36,069/32

1844-8: 1858:
1864

Miscellaneous Co. Leitrim law and order, famine relief
and local government correspondence of
Clements/Leitrim, including:

18 Nov. 1844

H.G. Nicholls, Kilgrove, [Carrigallen, Co. Leitrim], to
Clements. He has been threatened with a ‘severer
death than Maguire or Nash’ if he does not turn away
his servant, Michael McHugh. He asks for three
policemen to be stationed in his house.
18 Apr. 1845

Walter Molony, R.M., Ballinamore, [Co. Leitrim], to
Clements. The police in his area are ‘totally
inadequate’. He has arrested and committed three
armed men disguised in women’s clothes.

30 May 1845

Rev. Arthur Hyde, Mohill, to Clements relating
‘... how the town was ransacked on Monday 22nd’.
One man was killed and two were wounded. Sixty
have left for America from Clements’s parish.

7 June 1845

Hyde to Clements. Mohill looks like a ‘besieged
place’. A hundred men are encamped in front of the
poorhouse, and a troop of dragoons in the town. ‘... A
colonel, major, one captain and two subalterns are
resident, and yet the outrages [have] not abated’.
24 Sep. 1846
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Clements. He has ordered the return of the
detachments from Mohill and Cloone, as the state of
the country is ‘not very satisfactory’.
22 Nov. 1848

Copy of a letter from Clements, 20 Duke Street, St
James’s, to Sir William Somerville [the Chief
Secretary] recommending for a constabulary
paymastership Mr William Lawder of Bonnybeg,
Co. Leitrim, who has held various local offices, and was ‘... one of the
few people who stood by me during the pestilence of 1847’ and helped
Clements to get the dead buried.
VII Clements of Ashfield papers
Ms.
36,070/1-23

1782-1879:
1901-6:
1910-16:
1919-31

Box of letters and papers of the Clements family of
Ashfield, Co. Cavan, who also inherited Killadoon and
nearly all the Co. Leitrim estate of the 3rd Earl of
Leitrim, post-1878, arranged as follows:

Ms. 36,070/1

1782-95

Correspondence of or relating to the Rt Hon. Henry
Theophilus Clements of Ashfield, younger brother of
the 1st Earl of Leitrim, including:

9 Mar. 1782

[Rev.] Samuel Peck, fellow of Trinity College,
Cambridge, 24 Achurch Lane, London, to Clements.

‘Suffer your recent loss in Lombard Street to be the
plea for my freedom and your trouble, without other
apology. On the 2nd inst I received four half-years’ dividends at the
Tontine Office up to Midsummer 1781, and had much conversation with
William Bailey, the very assiduous, obliging clerk there, respecting the
nature of the establishment and security. On the 7th, he came to my
lodging, being very near the office, in the utmost lamentation and distress,
with the very early news of the stop and failure of the house. I
immediately occasioned his writing to you, his securing of the books and
papers, and his keeping up by an advertisement the credit of the fund; for
which steps he is commended here, and I trust will not fail of your much
desired approbation.
From this catastrophe, that was scarce thought possible, I beg leave to

Killadoon List in NLI printed 20/11/07

Page 491

KILLADOON PAPERS

DATE

DESCRIPTION

state that the kingdom of Ireland and the English annuitants are jointly, in
their proportions, closely interested in these books and accounts, and all
have some kind of right to consult jointly for their safety. Pardon me,
therefore, for suggesting that, instead of any mixture of business with
bankers or other agents, a house on purpose, as much detached and distant
as may be from other buildings and the danger of fire, might be more
properly provided and in some sort furnished in this city by your
Treasury, having a strong, warm room fit for the office, where your clerk
might live and constantly attend, as his whole employment, for the
bankers’ salary, and be entrusted with bills of credit for all necessary
occasions only ..., and ... being responsible at all times for monies and
balances in his hands. This would certainly be more regular and more
secure than the engrafting of so considerable a system of property on the
firm of any mercantile or banking house whatsoever.
I am a very small annuitant, but connected with many large subscribers of
consequence, whose sentiments I have known before ...’.

Ms. 36,070/2

1797-1802

Letters to [Austin Cooper and others] about the
winding-up of the estate of H.T. Clements (d.1795),
the sale of the seat for Cavan borough controlled by
his kinsman, Theophilus Clements of Rathkenny,
Co. Cavan, etc, including:
3 Apr. 1797

John Clements, London, to Austin Cooper, Treasury,
Dublin. ‘... The enclosed to Lord Ross is to request he
will pay you £568 17s. 7d English with the interest due
thereon, for which he is indebted to me and should ere
now have paid. ...’

20 Jan. 1798

Theophilus Clements, Rathkenny, to ‘Dear Sir’
[probably the Rt Hon. John Beresford, father-in-law of
the late H.T. Clements and one of his executors or
trustees].

‘... As I am quite uninformed of everything relative to the price of seats
now, I think, if you can’t get a better price than what you mention, or
better terms, that I must submit to the times and take what can now be got,
as I am not in the situation to attend parliament myself ... . Mr French’s
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conditions, I understand, are that, if he should vacate the seat during the
present parliament by taking an employment, that [sic] he should be
returned a second time or nominate another to the seat; but, in case of
death, or a dissolution of parliament, he is to have no call on the seat, nor
[will] his representatives. ...’
29 May 1802

Thomas Faris [attorney to the Clementses of Ashfield
and to the Earls of Leitrim], Marlborough Street,
[Dublin], to [John Beresford].

He sends [not found] an account which shows that
Henry [John] Clements’s [son and successor of H.T. Clements]
‘... disbursements of last year exceed his income £75 14s 5½d. It is
necessary to observe that, when all the debts are paid except the two
mortgages to Mr Clements and Mr Parr, ... whatever redundancy will
remain out of the bank stock, produce of plate and the debts that were due
to Mr Clements, these two mortgages ... may be considerably reduced if
not entirely paid, whereby Henry’s estates will be the less encumbered
and his income increased, which will be ascertained by the final decree of
Chancery, and the moment Mr Cooper returns, that will be accomplished.
I suggested to Mr Cooper to speak to you about paying the money
borrowed from Selina and John [two of the late H.T. Clements’s younger
children] some time ago to pay debts, out of the produce of the bank
stock, and invest it in government securities for them, as we cannot return
them to the Court of Chancery creditors to the late Mr Clements, [and]
consequently [be] liable to pay them while the money is forthcoming. ...’

Ms. 36,070/3

1802-3

Letters to Austin Cooper from G.D. Clutterbuck and
other Clutterbucks, [who were his relations and whose
letters have nothing to do with the affairs of the
Clements family. See also Ms. 36,024/3.]

Ms. 36,070/4

1793: 1797:
1810

Three letters to James Stewart of Killymoon,
Co. Tyrone, [whose daughter, Louisa, later married the
late H.T. Clements’s son, Colonel Henry John
Clements of Ashfield].

Ms. 36,070/5

[c.1815-25]

Undated letters to Mrs H.J. Clements from her mother,

Killadoon List in NLI printed 20/11/07

Page 493

KILLADOON PAPERS

DATE

DESCRIPTION

brother and other Stewarts of Killymoon.

Ms. 36,070/6

1822-44: N.D.

Other personal letters to Mrs H.J. Clements.

Ms. 36,070/7

c.1805: 1809:
1814: N.D.:
1822

Miscellaneous letters and papers of Colonel H.J.
Clements.

Ms. 36,070/8

c.1822-44

Correspondence (some of the letters written from
Calcutta and Madras) by the Arbuthnot family of
Edinburgh, Dorking, etc, [whose connection with the
Clementses has yet to be ascertained].

Ms. 36,070/9

1839: 1847:
1854: 1870

Letters and papers of Colonel H.J. Clements’s son and
successor, Colonel Henry Theophilus Clements of
Ashfield, about Co. Cavan local government, mostly
Cootehill National School.

Ms. 36,070/10

1842-60

Letters and papers of Colonel H.T. Clements about
Ashfield estate and business affairs, including a letter
of 1853 from the architect, William Hague, about new
offices for Ashfield.

Ms. 36,070/11

1849-69

Personal letters to Colonel H.T. Clements from
miscellaneous correspondents, including Primates
Lord John George and Marcus Gervais Beresford.

Ms. 36,070/12

1851-7

Accounts between Colonel H.T. Clements and the
Cootehill branch of the Provincial Bank.

Ms. 36,070/13

1851: N.D.

Lists of plate, china, etc, all or most of it from
Killymoon.
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Ms. 36,070/14

1853

Statement of account [Colonel H.T. Clements as
executor and residuary legatee of his uncle, Colonel
William Stewart?]. This shows that, after £9,095 had
been raised by sales of Killymoon, Dublin property,
etc, there was still a deficit of c.£225.

Ms. 36,070/15

1855: N.D.

Two letters to Colonel H.T. Clements from Robert
Burrowes, Stradone, Co. Cavan, about Co. Cavan
elections.

Ms. 36,070/16

1855-69

Letters and papers of Colonel H.T. Clements as major
and colonel of the Leitrim Rifles [ie. Militia].

Ms. 36,070/17

1878-9

Two letters to Colonel H.T. Clements from family
members congratulating him on his great inheritance
under the terms of the 3rd Earl of Leitrim’s will.

Ms. 36,070/18

1901

Commission of M.L.S. Clements [second son of
Colonel H.T. Clements and his eventual successor at
Ashfield] as a 2nd lieutenant in the Royal Rifle Corps.

Ms. 36,070/19

1904-5

Building accounts to Mrs Clements [Colonel H.T.
Clements’s widow] for work done at Ashfield.

Ms. 36,070/20

1893-6

Bills of cost to Colonel H.T. Clements and his son and
successor, H.J.B. Clements (primarily in connection
with the latter’s marriage settlement).

Ms. 36,070/21

1904-6

Bills of cost to H.J.B. Clements (principally as
executor to his father, who died in 1904).

Ms. 36,070/22

1910-16

Bills of cost to H.J.B. Clements.
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1919-31
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Bills of cost to H.J.B. Clements.
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