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The National Library of Ireland is home to the world’s largest and most
comprehensive collection of Irish documentary material. It collects and
makes available the shared memory of the Irish nation at home and
abroad, caring for more than 10 million items, including books,
newspapers, manuscripts, prints, drawings, ephemera, photographs
and increasingly, digital media. The Library was an intellectual and
social hub at the heart of Ireland in 1916 and will take its place in the
centenary events 100 years later, through a programme built around the
unparalleled collections.
At the heart of the National Library’s plans for 2016 is a core mission:
collecting and making available the Irish experience to people
everywhere. We will make our collections available through high-quality
exhibitions, online resources and an exciting programme of events and
outreach activity in the year ahead.

DIGITISATION
1916 Digitisation Project:
The Seven Signatories and their world
A key part of our 2016 programme is the 1916 Digitisation Project, a
major cataloguing and digitisation initiative. The National Library is
adding to the 70,000 digital images already available through our online
catalogue at http://catalogue.nli.ie by cataloguing and digitising
personal papers and photographs that tell the story of the momentous
events of 1916. At the heart of this project are the papers of the seven
signatories of the 1916 Proclamation. Based on the cataloguing and
digitisation work carried out as part of a major project in 2014-2015, we
will be making more than 90,000 images available online by April 2016.
From the business dealings and educational writings of Patrick Pearse,
to Éamonn Ceannt’s last letter to his wife, and from Joseph Plunkett’s
scribbled notebook kept during Easter Week to a photograph of Thomas
MacDonagh’s baby daughter wearing a black sash in memory of her
executed father – these are the original documents and images that
reveal to us the immediacy of history.
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WEB ARCHIVING
Remembering 1916, Recording 2016
As part of the NLI’s programme for 2016, we will record the online life of
Ireland on the 100th anniversary of 1916 capturing and preserving the
content of key websites that tell our 2016 story.
The nature of these sites range from official commemorative sites as set
out in the Ireland 2016 programme to sites describing activities on a
more local scale such as local libraries and museums. We will record
local activities supported by the Department of Arts, Heritage and the
Gaeltacht 2016 commemoration fund allocated to county councils and
the activities supported by the Department of Foreign Affairs on the
Global and Diaspora programme which reaches across continents to
Dubai, Sydney, and Buenos Aires.
By collecting these websites the library will be contributing to the
national conversation around commemoration by providing a unique
contemporary online record of Ireland’s 2016 local, state, and
international commemorative events, in contrast with the paper based
record of the 1966 commemorations.
This digital contribution will be complementary to the other NLI 2016
highlighted collections, our special collections material and our printed
newspapers and books, thus completing the jigsaw and providing a more
comprehensive picture that will allow us to remember, reflect and
reimagine.

EXHIBITIONS
We will be offering a series of curated perspectives on 1916, onsite and
online.

•

The NLI’s flagship exhibition for 2016, Rising, will be at our National
Photographic Archive in Temple Bar. This major photographic
exhibition will showcase the NLI’s rich imagery of the events and
locations of 1916.
Dates: February – October 2016
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•

Visitors to our main library building will be presented with a
carefully selected display of key items relating to the seven
signatories of the 1916 Proclamation. The exhibition Signatories will
allow everyone to experience the power and impact of the original
material at first hand. Documents include family photographs and
letters, correspondence with comrades and associates, and records
of their work and interests. Alongside this display, there will be a
feature on the staff of the NLI in 1916, and how they were caught up
in the year’s events.
Dates: February – December 2016

•

The NLI will highlight Irish involvement in the Battle of the Somme
within the ongoing exhibition World War Ireland 1914 – 1918:
Exploring the Irish Experience. Film and graphic panels will explore
the front line experiences endured by the men of the 16th (Irish)
Division and the 36th (Ulster) Division at the Somme, against the
context of the Easter Rising and its aftermath. Original collection
items will demonstrate the complex involvement of individual Irish
families.
There will be screenings of Battle of the Somme, the film from
1916 with a newly composed score, on a number of dates during
2016. Presented in collaboration with the First World War
Centenary Partnership led by the Imperial War Museum in
London.

•
•

A central component of the award-winning exhibition Yeats: The
Life and Works of WB Yeats is the installation built around Yeats’
“Easter 1916”, which will allow visitors to see the original
manuscript and experience that great poem at many levels.
Our online exhibition The 1916 Rising: Personalities and
Perspectives at www.nli.ie/1916exhibition was curated by former
Keeper of Manuscripts Dr Noel Kissane for the 90th anniversary of
1916 and has been extensively consulted since. For 2016, we will be
migrating all the content of the exhibition to a new platform, to
make it accessible to everyone across devices and browsers.

PUBLIC EVENTS & LEARNING PROGRAMME
The NLI will offer a free programme of events and activities for schools,
the culturally curious and lifelong learners of all ages and levels. The
programme includes:

LecTuReS anD TaLkS

•
•
•
•
•
•

Inspiration Proclamation: To mark the 1916 centenary, the National
Library of Ireland is hosting a series of public interviews with major
figures in Irish public life. The contemporary relevance of the 1916
Proclamation will be considered: is it still an inspirational text or
should it be considered as simply an historical document? The
interviews, moderated by Dr John Bowman, will include audience
participation and it is hoped will engage, provoke and inspire.
A public academic lecture series in conjunction with UCC’s new
revolutionary history, Atlas of the Irish Revolution, will examine
existing and ongoing research into the revolutionary period. Leading
scholars across a range of disciplines will explore the complicated
narratives of 1916.
nLI in 1916: National Library historian and NLI staff member, Gerry
Long will tell the story of NLI staff involvement in 1916 at a number
of public talks.
Accredited Genealogists Ireland (AGI) in association with the NLI will
hold a series of lunch time lectures on family history for Adult
Learners’ Week 2016. The lectures on “Tracing your ancestors in
the Revolutionary Period” will explore military and RIC family
history as well as family history of those involved.
History Ireland editor, Tommy Graham in association with the NLI
will host three lively History Ireland Hedge Schools with panellists
discussing themes related to 1916.
now and In Time to Be: A reflective event examining the history and
potential of the National Library of Ireland, and refining a vision for a
21st century National Library.
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•

The NLI will host two lectures to tie in with the Dublin: One city One
Book 2016 book choice, Lia Mills’ novel Fallen. The novel tells the
story of Dubliners against the backdrop of the dramatic events of
Easter Week 1916.

TOuRS anD WORkSHOPS
Our buildings and exhibitions can be visited independently or with
guided tours. Groups can pre-book tours by contacting the learning
department, learning@nli.ie
Celebrate 2016 and the National Library’s history and architecture with a
guided tour of our landmark building and famed Reading Room on
Kildare Street.

•
•
•

Join our free guided tours of Kildare Street exhibitions, on offer
throughout the year

•

Explore at your own pace with a self-guided visit to our exhibitions,
supported with our range of learning worksheets.

PeRfORmance

•
•

Dublin Lyric Players come to the NLI to perform Eugene McCabe’s
play Pull down a Horseman. Set in January 1916, the play
dramatises a private meeting between Connolly and Pearse as they
debate whether and when to go ahead with the Rising.
Artists Michael Fortune and Aileen Lambert are collaborating with
the NLI to present the 1916 Song Project, a research, composition
and performance project. The project will include twelve traditional
singers from throughout the island and will feature work which is
already part of the song tradition, as well as a body of newly
composed songs.

Words and music from the War: This series of performances of
literary works related to WWI, accompanied by music, will be staged
throughout the NLI’s historic buildings.

ScHOOLS PROgRamme

Exhibition Tours

Take part in a series of 30-minute ‘walk and talks’ of our flagship 1916
exhibition Rising in the National Photographic Archive.

Readings from the Rising: This series of performances of literary
work related to the 1916 Rising will be based on Niall MacMonagle’s
anthology Windharp: poems of Ireland since 1916. The
performances, accompanied by music, will be staged throughout the
NLI’s historic buildings.

Poetry aloud: The popular annual poetry speaking competition will
celebrate its 10th anniversary in 2016, when it will feature poems
about and by poets of 1916. Organised by the National Library of
Ireland and Poetry Ireland, this collaboration aims to bring “poetry
into the memory and affections of the young in a way that will make
it a lifelong possession and value”. (Seamus Heaney).
Hands-on History: Themed school workshops around original
documents – letters, proclamations and posters – which will include
full-day workshops for Senior Cycle History, drawing on expertise
from across the NLI.

cOuRSeS (Lifelong Learning)

•

adult Learning courses in conjunction with ucD: Our cultural
partnership with UCD will continue with a series of learning
opportunities in 2016. The following popular courses in Irish History
and Literature will be part of the NLI’s 2016 programme.
“uncovering 1916” will explore the events surrounding the 1916
Rising as well as issues surrounding its interpretation and
commemoration.
“an Interdisciplinary guide to 1916” will provide an insight into
a variety of themes and topics on the history of 1916.
“Writers of the Rebellion” will look at writers’ responses to
Easter 1916 from the event up to the present day.
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Alongside our 1916 themed events, we will have our usual schedule of
events throughout the year. Make sure to join our mailing list on
mailinglist@nli.ie to get all the details.

SOCIAL MEDIA
Making historic materials available online is a two-way conversation. We
will be using our award-winning social media presence to find out more
about our collections, asking our followers on Twitter, Facebook and
Flickr to contribute their knowledge and expertise to help us discover
more about our photographs of the period. Many of our followers have a
shared interest in Ireland’s history. We will use social media to connect
with individuals, groups and organisations and encourage them to
contribute knowledge that will enhance our collections.
We will use social networks also to promote and share news about our
2016 programme.

RESEARCHING 1916
Our collections are fundamental to understanding Irish history, society
and heritage. Alongside our 2016 programme, the NLI will continue to
provide services which facilitate access to our collections both onsite in
our Reading Rooms and online through our online catalogue and
website.
We look forward to welcoming researchers to consult library collections
in our beautiful reading rooms, where so many of the key figures of 1916
themselves researched and studied.

National Library of Ireland

National Photographic Archive

Kildare Street, Dublin 2
T +353 1 603 0200
info@nli.ie
Opening hours:
MONDAY – WEDNESDAY
9.30am to 7.45pm
THURSDAY – FRIDAY
9.30am to 4.45pm
SATURDAY
9.30am to 4.45pm
(Reading Room closes at 12.45pm)
SUNDAY
1.00pm to 4.45pm
(exhibitions only)
BANK HOLIDAYS
12.00pm to 4.45pm
(exhibitions only)

Meeting House Square,
Temple Bar, Dublin 2
T +353 1 603 0373
npaoffice@nli.ie
Opening hours:
MONDAY – SATURDAY
10.00am to 4.45pm
(exhibitions only)
SUNDAY
12.00pm to 4.45pm
(exhibitions only)
BANK HOLIDAYS
12.00pm to 4.45pm
(exhibitions only)
The NPA Reading Room is open from
Tuesday to Thursday between
10.00am and 1.00pm and Wednesday
between 2.30pm and 4.30pm by prior
appointment only.

FREE ADMISSION
www.nli.ie

Follow us
Join our mailing list at: mailinglist@nli.ie
For more details on our programme for 2016, see
www.nli.ie/1916 (from January 2016)
and follow #MyNLI2016

