PRESS RELEASE
Sunday, 15th June 2014
National Library of Ireland to Mark Bloomsday with Publication of Newly Digitised Joyce Manuscripts
– Celebrate Bloomsday 2014 at the National Library –
The National Library of Ireland (NLI) has today (15.06.14) announced its programme of activities for Bloomsday,
which is celebrated annually on 16th June.
To mark the day, the NLI has collaborated with the James Joyce Foundation in Zurich to host digitised versions
of the James Joyce manuscripts which they own. The manuscripts were bequeathed to the Foundation in Zurich
by Professor Hans E. Jahnke, the son of Giorgio Joyce’s second wife, Dr. Asta Osterwalder Joyce (Giorgio was
the only son of James Joyce and his wife, Nora). They include 90 letters by Joyce to his family –42 of which
relate to Joyce’s last work, ‘Finnegans Wake’ – and 21 documents of drafts, fair copies and typescripts of poems.
From tomorrow onwards, digital versions of all these materials will be avaliable through the NLI website,
www.nli.ie.
Commenting today, Catherine Fahy, Acting Director of the NLI, said: “We are thrilled that this digitisation has
been made possible through collaboration with the James Joyce Foundation in Zurich. These manuscripts will
enhance the Joyce collections that are already housed in the National Library, and will offer further insights into
the mind of one of the most talented creative writers of the 20th Century.
“Our collaboration with the Zurich-based Foundation has opened the doors for those interested in James Joyce
to easily access these materials online, for the purposes of research or private study.”
Bloomsday Events at the NLI
In addition to publishing the newly digitised Joyce manuscripts, the NLI will host a range of Bloomsday events
tomorrow. Two performances of ‘JOYCED! A One Woman Show’, performed by Katie O’Kelly and written by
Donal O’Kelly, will take place at the NLI at 3pm and 7pm.
The play was a hit at the 2012 Edinburgh Fringe Festival, garnering a nomination for the Best Solo Performance
Award. Audiences can expect to be catapulted back to the year 1904, which Joyce would later make famous in
‘Ulysses’. The show focuses on JoJo, a stallholder in Dublin's Rathmines Market, with a dangerous obsession for
all things Joycean.
A Bloomsday open evening will also take place at the NLI tomorrow, from 8pm to 10pm. Guests can visit the
beautiful reading room, enjoy the music of Joycean Dublin with a live harp trio and try the delicious treats on offer
in Café Joly.
“In 1904, the year in which ‘Ulysses’ is set, the National Library of Ireland was at the centre of Dublin’s cultural
and intellectual life,” said Catherine Fahy. “One of the chapters of ‘Ulysses’ – ‘Scylla and Charybdis’ – is actually
set in the National Library’s reading room and features the real-life librarians of the day, whom Joyce knew well.
So it is very fitting that we mark Bloomsday every year in a way that welcomes people into the Library to
experience it and imagine how it was in Joyce’s times.

“As well as having provided a refuge for the young James Joyce at the outset of his intellectual and creative
journey, the NLI houses an extraordinary collection of Joycean material, including Copy No.1 of ‘Ulysses’, the
first copy of the first edition of the novel in 1922. We also hold a collection of manuscript drafts for ‘Ulysses’,
along with letters between Joyce and a number of correspondents, all of which are digitised and can be viewed
on our online catalogue.”
The NLI is located on Kildare Street, Dublin 2. For further information on its Bloomsday activities, visit
www.nli.ie.
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Notes to Editors:
The mission of the National Library of Ireland is to collect, preserve, promote and make accessible the
documentary and intellectual record of the life of Ireland and to contribute to the provision of access to the larger
universe of recorded knowledge. It is open, free of charge, to all those who wish to consult its collections for
material not otherwise available through the public library service or an academic library. The Genealogical
Office, the Office of the Chief Herald in Kildare Street, and the National Photographic Archive in Temple Bar are
all part of the National Library. For further information, visit www.nli.ie.

