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As part of its ongoing programme to improve Library services, and in response to demand from both the general public
and tourist visitors, the Library has recently extended weekend opening hours for its exhibitions in Kildare Street and
Temple Bar.
The Library’s photographic exhibition space, the National Photographic Archive (NPA) in Temple Bar, is now open all day
Saturday, as well as from noon to 5pm on Sunday, and the Library’s three exhibition spaces in Kildare Street are now
open all day Saturday. Also this year, for the first time, the National Photographic Archive exhibition will be open over
Easter – from Saturday 3 April to Monday 5 April from noon to 5pm each day, while the Kildare Street exhibitions will be
open on Easter Monday from noon to 5pm.
The Library continues to provide late-night opening facilities for researchers, with the main Library Reading Room and
the Manuscripts Reading Room in Kildare Street all remaining open until 9pm three nights a week (Monday to Wednesday).
These facilities are also open from 9.30am to 5pm on Thursday and Friday, and from 9.30am to 1pm on Saturday.
The two exhibitions currently on show at the main Library venue in Kildare Street are the award-winning Yeats: the life
and works of William Butler Yeats and Discover Lifelines: letters from famous people about their favourite poems.
The Discover Lifelines exhibition marks the 25th anniversary of the Lifelines project, which began in 1985 as a fundraiser
at Wesley College, Dublin.
At 2/3 Kildare Street, a third exhibition featuring extremely rare artefacts and entitled Discover your Library: Explore,
Reflect, Connect, opened in January. It uses innovative interactive Microsoft technology to enable visitors to examine
objects from the Library’s collections in the kind of detail that has previously not been possible. One of the most popular
features of the Discover exhibition is the interactive Microsoft Surface ‘discovery table’; it uses Silverlight technology
which responds to natural hand gestures, enabling exhibition visitors to interact with the digital content in a simple and
intuitive way. The exhibition will be updated with new artefacts every four months. Over the lifetime of the exhibition, the
‘discovery tables' will also provide digital versions of several thousand items including hundreds of rare manuscripts,
books, maps, letters, prints and drawings.
The Library’s fourth exhibition, Witness to War, is currently on show at the National Photographic Archive (NPA) in
Meeting House Square, Temple Bar. The pages overleaf feature a detailed article on this exhibition.

National Library Events
Library Late

Launch of Discover Lifelines exhibition

The Spring/Summer programme of ‘Library Late’ events explores the art
of writing for both stage and screen. In this series of public interviews,
which runs until 26 May, some of Ireland’s leading writers will discuss
their craft and will also discuss the differences and similarities between
writing for stage and screen.

Discover Lifelines marks the 25th anniversary of the Lifelines project
which began in 1985 as a fundraiser at Wesley College, Dublin. The college
donated all correspondence, photographs and other related archival
material to the National Library of Ireland and the exhibition displays some
of the letters received from politicians, writers, poets, artists and media
personalities since the project began.

At the first event in the current series, which was held on 24 February,
Sophie Gorman, Arts Editor Irish Independent, interviewed awardwinning film and television writer/director John Carney.

John Carney is photographed on the evening of the event with interviewer Sophie Gorman.

Discover your National Library
On 20 January, Dr Martin Mansergh, TD, Minister of State with special
responsibility for OPW and the Arts launched Discover your National
Library: Explore, Reflect, Connect. Over the lifespan of the exhibition,
several thousand different objects will be featured and will also be made
available online.

The exhibition was launched on 4 February by broadcaster and comedian
Graham Norton who is photographed here with Gerard Danaher, SC,
Chairperson of the Board of the National Library of Ireland and Niall
MacMonagle, English teacher, Wesley College Dublin and a member of the
Board of the National Library of Ireland. Niall MacMonagle was responsible
for the original Lifelines project, which has raised over €100,000 for
Concern to fund the organisation’s work in the developing world.
The Discover Lifelines exhibition will remain on show in the Library’s
Main Hall until June 2010.

John J O’Meara Memorial Lecture
If Newman were around today – reflections on higher education in the 21st
Century was the title of the fifth John J O’Meara Memorial Lecture which
took place in the Library’s Seminar Room on 3 February. This year’s
lecture, which was organised by the National Library of Ireland Society,
was given by Dr Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin. The respondent
was Professor Dominic O’Meara, University of Fribourg, Switzerland.

Dr Mansergh is photographed here with the Chairperson of the National Library of Ireland Gerard Danaher,
SC (left); Paul Rellis, Managing Director, Microsoft Ireland (far right) and Éamonn Ceannt, grand-nephew of
the Irish republican Éamonn Ceannt who was executed for his role in the Easter Rising of 1916; the letter he
wrote to his wife, Áine O’Brennan, a few hours before his execution is among the artefacts on view currently.
Pupils from Scoil Chaitríona
in Baggot Street, Dublin
photographed at the launch
experimenting with the
technology used to explore the
exhibits.

Dr Martin is photographed here with Professor Dominic O’Meara (far right); Fr J Anthony Gaughan,
Chairman, National Library of Ireland Society (far left); Felix M Larkin, Vice-Chairman, National Library of
Ireland Society, and Odile Ryan, the late Professor John J O’Meara’s daughter.

Dublin:
One City
One Book
The Dublin: One City One Book project is designed to encourage
everyone in Dublin to read the same book during the month of April
each year.
2010 marks the fifth year of the Library’s involvement in this unique
Dublin City Council initiative which is led by the City Library Service.
The project provides an opportunity for the Library to collaborate with
the City Library Service and to organise events such as lectures and
exhibitions – all specifically aimed at showcasing some of the rare and
fascinating items held in the Library’s collections and bringing them to
the attention of a wide audience. The various exhibits on display focus
on themes related to the chosen book for that year, thus making
the selected collection items particularly relevant and topical. For
example, last year, when the featured book was Bram Stoker’s Dracula,
the Library mounted an exhibition of Dracula material drawn from
its collections. In 2008, when the featured book was Jonathan Swift’s
Gulliver’s Travels, visitors had the opportunity to view early editions
of this 18th century novel, later translations of Gulliver’s Travels in
Catalan and Lithuanian, a text printed in shorthand, and a number of
beautiful illustrations that have appeared in various editions of the
book since it was first published in 1726.
In 2007, when Sebastian Barry’s A Long Long Way was the featured
book, the exhibition focused on the Manuscripts Department’s
collection of diaries and letters written by Irishmen who served in the
First World War, as well as letters and other materials written by the
families of these men.

Dr Bogdan Florin Popovici, Archivist with the National Archives of Romania, who gave a lecture entitled
Dracula’s Myth: from facts to tourism marketing ; Nicolae Pepene, Alexander Maoiru and Elizabeth Miller,
Professor Emerita, Memorial University of Newfoundland, who gave a lecture entitled Bram Stoker’s Dracula:
from Notes to Novel, are photographed here with Dacre Stoker, great-grandnephew of Bram Stoker, who
attended both lectures as part of the Library’s programme of events for One City One Book 2009.

The 2010 exhibition will focus on historical editions of this year’s
featured book, Oscar Wilde’s The Picture of Dorian Gray, and will
include a display of some of the earliest copies of the novel, a number
of dramatisations and translations of the work, and a copy of the first
illustrated edition published in 1908. The exhibition will run in the Main
Hall for the entire month of April.
Each year the Library’s Seminar Room attracts large audiences for
lectures given by visiting experts on the subject of the featured book.
The guest lecturers this April are Professor Terry Eagleton and Dr
Albert Power. Professor Eagleton is Distinguished Professor of English
Literature at Lancaster University and Adjunct Professor of Cultural
Theory based at the Moore Institute for Research in the Humanities
and Social Studies at NUI Galway. Dr Power is the author of a
textbook on land law as well as of a number of articles on authors in
the tradition of macabre fantasy. He has had fiction published in
commemorative collections and his first book of short stories, Darling
Savishna and other stories, is due to be published later this year.
Professor Eagleton’s lecture entitled The Contradictions of Oscar
Wilde will take place on 20 April. Dr Power’s lecture, Dorian and
Melmoth: Brothers of the Black Bargain, will take place on 28 April.
Both events will begin at 7pm. All are welcome and admission is free.
Full details of the 2010 Dublin: One City One Book programme may be
found on http://www.dublinonecityonebook.ie/

Some items form the Library’s exhibition of Dracula material from April 2009.

The Field Day Archive

Brenda Scallon and Liam Neeson in Translations by Brian Friel, 1980.

Richard Howard, Stephen Rea and Kate O’Toole in Double Cross by Thomas Kilroy, 1986.

The Field Day archive provides a unique record of the work of this
vibrant theatre and publishing company. Founded in Derry in 1980, at
the height of the Troubles, it was regarded by many as a bright light
shining in dark times. Through their plays and publications, Field Day
represented an artistic response to the political crisis in Northern
Ireland. The Library’s Field Day archive spans the history of the
company from 1980 to 2008, and covers all aspects of the group’s
activity in theatre and publishing.
Field Day was established by playwright Brian Friel and actor
Stephen Rea, with the aim of producing an annual touring play.
Based on the idea of the theatre as a ‘fifth province’, a place where
political ideas could be explored freely and openly, Field Day brought
theatre to areas of Ireland which had rarely been visited by a
professional touring company. Between 1980 and 1998 it staged 15
plays, all of which opened in Derry and toured Ireland, north and
south, with many productions also going on to the London stage.
Field Day’s first play was Brian Friel’s Translations, which premiered in
the Guildhall, Derry in September 1980. Now regarded as a modern
classic, the play was a huge success and starred Stephen Rea in the
leading role. As well as showcasing the talents of Friel and Rea, Field
Day’s productions featured performances from many of Ireland’s
finest actors, including Liam Neeson, Nuala Hayes, Colm Meaney,
Ciaran Hinds, and Brendan Gleeson, along with writing talent from the

pens of Seamus Heaney, Athol Fugard, Derek Mahon, Tom Kilroy,
Terry Eagleton, Derek Mahon and Stewart Parker.
Field Day’s board of directors included some of the most creative
minds of the day: Brian Friel, Stephen Rea, Seamus Heaney, Tom
Paulin, Seamus Deane, David Hammond and Tom Kilroy.
What originally began as a theatre venture quickly grew into a larger
cultural project as Field Day produced a series of pamphlets, books,
and journals concerning literature, history and politics, including the
celebrated Field Day Anthology of Irish Writing.
Donated to the Library in 2008, the Field Day archive contains over
17,000 items and covers the history of the company in minute detail.
It was compiled from material kept at the company’s Derry and
Dublin offices, and from the personal records of Seamus Deane and
Stephen Rea.
The collection includes original theatre programmes (with cover
illustrations by Basil Blackshaw), along with playscripts, flyers, show
reports, box office figures, and press material. First editions of Field
Day publications are provided along with preparatory material
(drafts, proofs, design material and correspondence with authors).
Of particular note is an early draft of Seamus Heaney’s An Open
Letter, which contains significant differences from the final published
version.
The archive also includes administrative documents, such as minutes
of directors’ meetings (some written in comic verse), as well as
articles and theses on the company. One of the highlights of the
collection is the comprehensive set of press cuttings and reviews for
Field Day’s theatrical performances and publications, collated
together from local, national and international newspapers. The press
cuttings for Translations, in particular, are beautifully presented in
a red hardback album. In addition to paper items, the archive
includes over 160 photographs, as well as audio tapes,
DVD documentaries and related video footage.
The archive gives a fascinating insight into the working life of
this busy theatre and publishing company. The Field Day papers
are now fully accessible to the public and a full catalogue of the
archive can be found on the Library’s website at Manuscripts
Collection List 148.
Theatre programmes for Translations by Brian Friel (1980), Saint Oscar by Terry Eagleton
(1989), and The Cure at Troy by Seamus Heaney (1990).

Cartlann Field Day
Early draft of An Open Letter by Seamus Heaney.

Sa chartlann Field Day tá oireas uathúil le fáil maidir le hobair na
cuideachta beoga foilsitheoireachta amharclainne seo. Bunaíodh í i
1980, i lár na dTrioblóidí, agus mheas go leor daoine gur glésholas í in
am an dorchadais. Is éard a bhí i ndrámaí agus i bhfoilseacháin Field
Day ná freagairt ealaíonta ar an ngéarchéim pholaitiúil i dTuaisceart
Éireann. I gcartlann Field Day atá sa Leabharlann, cuimsítear stair na
cuideachta ó 1980 go 2008, mar aon leis na gnéithe go léir de
ghníomhaíocht an ghrúpa i réimse na hamharclainne agus na
foilsitheoireachta.
Bhunaigh an drámadóir Brian Friel agus an t-aisteoir Stephen Rea
Field Day, agus bhí sé mar aidhm acu dráma bliantúil ar turas a bhunú.
Bhí sé bunaithe ar an smaoineamh gurbh í an amharclann ‘an cúigiú
cúige’, áit inar féadadh smaointe polaitiúla a iniúchadh go hoscailte
agus le saoirse. Thug Field Day an amharclann go háiteanna in Éirinn,
arb annamh a raibh cuideachta proifisiúnta ar turas ag tabhairt cuairt
orthu. Le linn na tréimhse idir 1980 agus 1998 cuireadh 15 dráma ar
stáitse, osclaíodh iad go léir i nDoire agus chuaigh siad ar cuairt ar fud
na hÉireann, ó thuaidh agus ó theas, agus bhí go leor léirithe ar stáitse
Londan chomh maith.
Ba é Translations le Brian Friel an chéad dráma a bhí á léiriú ag Field
Day, agus bhí an premiére sa Ghuildhall, Doire i mí Mheán Fómhair
1980. Sa lá atá inniu ann, meastar gur clasaic nua-aimseartha é seo,
d’éirigh thar cionn leis an dráma agus bhí an príomhról ag Stephen
Rea. Ní amháin go raibh na buanna a bhí ag Friel agus ag Rea ar
sárthaispeántas, ach bhí léirithe ó chuid de na haisteoirí is fearr in
Éirinn sna léirithe de Field Day, lena n-áirítear Liam Neeson, Nuala
Hayes, Colm Meaney, Ciaran Hinds, agus Brendan Gleeson, chomh
maith le bua na scríbhneoireachta ó phinn de Seamus Heaney, Athol
Fugard, Derek Mahon, Tom Kilroy, Terry Eagleton, Derek Mahon agus
de Stewart Parker.
Bhí roinnt de na meonta ba chruthaithí san am sin ar bhord na
stiúrthóirí de Field Day: Brian Friel, Stephen Rea, Seamus Heaney,
Tom Paulin, Seamus Deane, David Hammond agus Tom Kilroy.
I gceann tamaill bhig tar éis tús bunaidh mar fhiontar amharclainne,
bhí Field Day ina mhórthionscadal cultúrtha agus sraith paimfléad,
leabhar agus irisí á dtáirgeadh aige maidir le litríocht, le stair agus le
polaitíocht, lena n-áirítear an foilseachán cáiliúil Field Day Anthology
of Irish Writing.

Deonaíodh an chartlann Field Day ar an Leabharlann i 2008, agus tá
níos mó ná 17,000 mír inti, lena gcuimsítear mionsonraí faoi stair na
cuideachta. Tiomsaíodh í le hábhair a raibh in oifigí na cuideachta i
nDoire agus i mBaile Átha Cliath, agus le cuntais phearsanta ó
Shéamus Deane agus ó Stephen Rea.
San áireamh sa bhailiúchán tá cláir bhunaidh amharclainne (agus na
léaráidí clúdaigh ó Basil Blackshaw), mar aon le scripteanna drámaí,
bileoigíní, tuarascálacha ar na taispeántais, figiúirí díoloifige, agus
ábhair phreasa. Tá na chéad eagráin d’fhoilseacháin Field Day curtha
ar fáil chomh maith le hábhair ullmhúcháin (dréachtaí, profaí, ábhair
deartha agus comhfhreagras leis na húdair). Go háirithe tá ceann den
chéad dréacht de An Open Letter, le Seamus Heaney, ina bhfuil
difríochtaí suntasacha ann ón leagan deiridh a foilsíodh.
San áireamh freisin sa chartlann tá cáipéis riaracháin, de shaghas
miontuairiscí ó chruinnithe na stiúrthóirí (tá cuid dóibh sin scríofa i
véarsaíocht ghreannmhar) chomh maith le hailt agus téiseanna ar
an gcuideachta. Is í an tsraith chuimsitheach de ghearrthóga
nuachtáin agus léirmheasanna ar léirithe amharclainne agus ar
fhoilseacháin Field Day, ceann de na nithe is suimiúla den
bhailiúchán, arna sainscagadh ó nuachtáin áitiúla, náisiúnta agus
idirnáisiúnta. Go háirithe tá na gearrthóga nuachtáin maidir le
Translations léirithe go hálainn in albam le clúdach dearg crua. I
dteannta na nithe nuachtáin, tá níos mó ná 160 grianghraf san
áireamh sa chartlann, chomh maith le clostéipeanna, cláir fhaisnéise
ar DVD, agus píosaí físe a bhaineann leis.
Sa chartlann tugtar léargas
iontach maidir le saol oibre na
cuideachta gnóthaí
amharclainne foilsitheoireachta
seo. Is féidir leis an bpobal
teacht ar pháipéir Field Day go
hiomlán agus tá catalóg iomlán
ar an gcartlann le fáil ar
shuíomh gréasáin na
Leabharlainne ar Liosta
Bailiúcháin Lámhscríbhinní
148. (Manuscripts Collection
List 148.)

The Field Day Anthology of Irish Writing, 1991.

Witness to War: the War of
Independence and Civil War through the
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The Hogan Collection is one of the most frequently accessed sources
of photographs relating to the War of Independence and the Civil
War in Ireland – which in turn are among the most frequently
researched topics by students of Irish history.
In January, an exhibition portraying this period of Irish history
entitled Witness to War: the War of Independence and Civil
War through the lens of WD Hogan, opened at the National
Photographic Archive in Temple Bar, Dublin.
WD Hogan had unique access to the events of the War of
Independence and Civil War in Ireland between 1920 and 1923.
He had the official sanction of the national army during the Civil
War: as a result, he had a ringside seat at many historically
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significant events during these years. While many critics argue
that his photographs of this key period in Irish history are one-sided,
they provide an undeniably powerful record nonetheless.
A commercial and press photographer based at 56 Henry Street,
Dublin between 1920 and 1935, Hogan supplied photographs to
newspapers including the Freeman’s Journal and the Cork Examiner,
as well as to international media publications. His office also
marketed photographs to the public; for example it offered copies of
the Michael Collins portraits featured in the edition of the Cork
Examiner covering Collins’ funeral.
The photographs featuring in the exhibition were compiled by
Captain Rev Denis J Wilson, Chaplain to the Free State army during
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the 1920s. They include action shots of military activity;
photographs of the Black and Tans; images of Michael Collins
addressing meetings attended by huge crowds; the destruction
of the Four Courts and of the Customs House in Dublin. While images
of military activity by the Black and Tans in the area in and around
Cork city predominate, inevitably images of two of the major
personalities involved in the pro-Treaty side conflict – Collins and
Griffith – feature strongly.

between the photographer and the Censor’s Office in Dublin;
a selection of handbills and posters relating to the Anglo-Irish
Treaty and the Civil War; photographs of the handover of Athlone
Barracks by the British army to General McKeon in February 1922;
the burning of Balbriggan by the Black and Tans in September 1920;
Free State army troops landing by ship at Passage West, Co Cork;
Free State army troops entering Cork in August 1922 after the defeat
of the Anti-Treaty forces.

The use of enlarged reproductions of some of the photographs is
especially evocative – particularly images of the immense crowds
gathered on the streets of Cork to hear Collins speak.

The exhibition will be of particular interest to schoolchildren; teachers
are being encouraged to bring groups of children to the NPA to visit
the exhibition, which continues until 24 May 2010.

Also on view in the exhibition are copies of original letters exchanged

Admission is free. For school tour bookings, call 01-603 0374.

Michael Collins addressing
a public meeting in Cork,
March 1922.

Aongus Ó hAonghusa,
who served as Director of the
National Library of Ireland from
2005 to 2010, left on 15 January
2010 after completing his fiveyear term of office. He began his
career in the Library as
Keeper (Administration) in 2000
and he was appointed Acting
Director in September 2003
following the retirement of
Brendan O Donoghue as Director.
Subsequent to his appointment
as Director in January 2005, he
became the first Director of the
National Library of Ireland under a statutory Board following the
establishment of the Library as an independent body in May 2005.
During his period as both Acting Director and Director (covering a
period of over six years), he oversaw many significant changes and
service improvements, including the completion of the transition of
the Library from civil service status with a Government Department to
an independent body operating under a board with its own corporate
services functions and budget. He also oversaw the development of a
number of award-winning exhibitions. Aongus returned to the Civil
Service in January and we wish him well in his new position there.
Brendan O Donoghue,
who was Library’s Director
from 1997 to 2003, and was
appointed to the first Board of
the National Library of Ireland as
an independent body in 2005,
retired from the Board in January
2010. Brendan’s contribution to
the Library, both as Director and
more recently as Board member,
was tremendous.
We wish him good health and
we look forward to continuing to
see him as a reader in the
Library.

Fergus Gillespie,
Chief Herald and Keeper in the
National Library’s Genealogical
Office, retired from the Library
in November 2009 after 38 years
of distinguished service.
A native of Donegal, Fergus
joined the Library in 1971 and
served in a number of
departments before moving into
the area of genealogy and
heraldry. In 2005, he was
appointed as Chief Herald by
the Board of the National Library
of Ireland. Fergus is recognised internationally as an expert in
genealogy and heraldry. He is a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries
of London; a Fellow of the Royal Society of Heraldry and Genealogy
of Madrid; a Fellow of the Genealogical Society of Argentina, and he
has also published and lectured widely on genealogy and heraldry.
His expertise and personal qualities and warmth will be greatly
missed by his colleagues in the Library.

It was with deep regret that we learned of the sudden
death of our colleague Noreen Canavan on 30
January 2010. Noreen had worked in the Library for
nine years, most recently as a member of the staff of
the Office of Chief Herald. Noreen was very highly
regarded by her colleagues, both because of her
huge commitment to her job and also because of her
very many exceptional personal qualities. Ar dheis
Dé go raibh a h-anam dilis.
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National Library of Ireland Society

Calendar of events

The National Library of Ireland Society is a voluntary support group which
aims “to assist and support the National Library in the maintenance and
expansion of its services and the improvement and protection of its status
as the National Library of Ireland.” It arranges an annual programme of
lectures on topics of Irish interest in a variety of subject areas including
history, literature and current affairs; it organises an annual outing to
historic houses and other venues, and it provides an opportunity for
interested persons to support the Library at a crucial phase in its
development.
The Society’s Spring programme got off to successful start with the fifth
John J O’Meara Memorial Lecture, which took place on 3 February.
Entitled If Newman were around today – reflections on higher education in
the 21st Century, it was given by Dr Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin.
The respondent was Professor Dominic O’Meara, University of Fribourg,
Switzerland. On 9 March, Dr John Bew, Peterhouse College, University of
Cambridge gave a lecture entitled Lord Castlereagh and Ireland
Reconsidered.
On 21 April, Dr Niamh Purséil, Irish School of History and Archives will give
a lecture entitled Ireland in the 1950s.
On 19 May, Dr Sonja Tiernan, Department of History, Trinity College Dublin
will give a lecture entitled Eva Gore-Booth.
Details of Society events can be found on the Library website www.nli.ie.
Lectures and other events begin at 7pm and take place in the Library’s
Seminar Room.

Contacting us
For further information on the NLI Society, please contact Roger Courtney,
Hon Secretary, NLI Society, National Library of Ireland, Kildare Street,
Dublin 2. Email: rcourtney@nli.ie. Tel: 603 0284.

National Library of Ireland appoints new Director
The Chairman and Board
of the National Library of
Ireland are pleased to
announce the
appointment of Fiona
Ross as Director of the
National Library of Ireland.
Ms Ross took up her
position on 8 March 2010.
An expert in the field of
leadership and
governance, Ms Ross has
lectured in University
College Dublin and at the
Irish Management Institute
(IMI) and is a member of
the Business Research
Programme in UCD. She
also worked as a
consultant in corporate
governance, reputation and ethics. Prior to her recent lecturing position in
UCD, she spent several years in senior finance, marketing and
communications roles including with the Bank of Ireland and Goodbody
Stockbrokers.
Ms Ross is a graduate of Trinity College, Dublin, from which she holds an
MA in History and English. She also holds a Masters in Business Studies
from the Graduate School of Business at UCD and a Law Masters in
Governance and Public Policy from Queen’s University Belfast. She is
currently continuing her academic research in the area of governance and
reputation at UCD.
Commenting on her appointment, Ms Ross said: “I am very honoured to
have been selected to serve as the Director of the National Library of
Ireland. This is a unique opportunity to apply my experience to help
address the challenges the Library faces and to reinforce its core mission
and commitment to the Irish people. I look forward to working with the
dedicated staff and Board at the National Library of Ireland.”

Library Late
The ‘Library Late’ Spring/Summer 2010 season is dedicated to the art of
writing for stage and screen and will feature a series of public interviews
with some of Ireland’s leading contemporary writers. Details of events as
follows: Monday 26 April Paul Mercier in conversation with John Kelly, TV
and radio broadcaster; Wednesday 26 May Mark O’Rowe in conversation
with Sophie Gorman, Arts Editor Irish Independent. All events take place in
the Library’s Seminar Room at 8 pm. Admission is free, but booking is
essential. To reserve a place, telephone 01-603 0317.

Lunchtime lecture
On Wednesday 14 April at 1pm the Library will host a lecture to mark the
legacy of Liam O’Leary, the archivist, actor, film maker, historian,
campaigner and author who was born in Cork in 1910 and died in 1992. The
lecture will be given by Bob Monks, who was recently described by Dr Luke
McKernan, Curator Moving Image at the British Library, as “the walking
encyclopaedia of Irish film history”. All are welcome and booking is not
necessary.

Yeats Lecture Series: Object lessons
Object lessons: Yeats in Focus, the lecture series organised by the Library
in conjunction with its current exhibition Yeats: the life and work of William
Butler Yeats will continue in April when the object of the month will be the
portrait of George Yeats by Edmund Dulac. The 27 April lecture Portraying
George Yeats: the medium and the message will be given by Professor Ann
Saddlemyer, Visiting Professor, University of Victoria, Australia. Both
lectures will take place in the Seminar Room at 7pm. All are welcome and
booking is not essential.

Dublin: One City, One Book
To mark our involvement in the annual Dublin: One City, One Book initiative,
which takes place in April, the Library will be hosting two lectures given by
visiting experts on the subject of the featured book, The Picture of Dorian
Gray by Oscar Wilde. The Tuesday 20 April lecture The Contradictions of
Oscar Wilde will be given by Professor Terry Eagleton. The Wednesday 28
April lecture Dorian and Melmoth: Brothers of the Black Bargain will be
given by Dr Albert Power. Both lectures will take place in the Seminar Room
at 7pm. All are welcome and booking is not essential.

Dublin Lyric Players
On Monday 19 April, the Dublin Lyric Players will present a performance of
Sean O’Casey’s play Within the Gates in the Seminar Room at 6pm.
(Admission €6) www.dublinlyric.ie

Bealtaine festival
This May, the Library in association with Age & Opportunity will mark the
centenary of the Irish Countrywomen’s Association by mounting an
exhibition of archive material drawn from the Library’s printed book and
manuscript collections. The material will go on display in the Main Hall
during the month of May as part of this year’s Bealtaine festival.
Other events hosted by the Library as part of its involvement in the festival
will include I’ll Live ‘til I die, a celebration of talk, story and song focused on
the renowned signing star Delia Murphy, who died in 1971. It will take place
at 1pm on Tuesday 18 May in the Seminar Room.
On Thursday 20 May, the Library will host The Stories of Mary Lavin...a
personal choice, at which the actor and storyteller Nuala Hayes, writer
Doireann Ní Bhriain and members of Mary Lavin's family will read their
favourite stories by the author. This event will take place at 1pm in the
Seminar Room.
If you would like to receive a copy of our monthly e-bulletin on
upcoming Library events, email: mailinglist@nli.ie

The Library is now on Twitter
You can now receive updates about Library news and events by following
our tweets on Twitter or by becoming a fan on Facebook. We are @
NLIreland (http://twitter.com/NLIreland)
Comments and suggestions on NLI News should be addressed to
Bríd O’Sullivan. Email: bosullivan@nli.ie

