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The Library’s latest exhibition, Discover your National Library: Explore, Reflect, Connect provides a unique
opportunity for the public to view first-hand a representative selection of the Library’s holdings – the world’s
largest and most comprehensive collection of Irish documentary material numbering almost eight million items
including maps, prints, drawings, manuscripts, photographs, books, newspapers and periodicals.
Among the artefacts currently on display are rare manuscripts such as the Book of Maguaran dating from the
Middle Ages and a deed signed by Sir Walter Raleigh. There are also curiosities such as a 1795 lottery ticket (we
don’t know if it won), and more contemporary items such as a set of cigarette cards illustrated by Jack Yeats from
the 1930s.
2009 marked the Bogs Commission bicentenary, an event which the exhibition celebrates by focusing on the
achievements of the 18th century and early 19th century pioneers who managed to produce large and very
detailed maps of Ireland’s bogs in the period before the advent of the Ordnance Survey. The effort to survey the
bogs was driven by the need to see if it was feasible to grow crops such as corn or hemp on Ireland’s bogs, at a
time when the English government was fighting the Napoleonic wars and suffering economic shortages.
Throughout, the exhibition makes extensive use of digital media, with special features including a series of
screened talks by the Library’s curators describing the significance or importance of certain exhibition items.
One of the most popular features is an interactive table using Microsoft Silverlight technology, which enables the
visitor to zoom in on images of objects from the collections which can be seen in amazing detail. Images are
tagged in such a way that if the visitor finds an item they are particularly interested in, the technology automatically
links them to other similar items likely to be of interest.
Discover opens at 2-3 Kildare Street, Dublin in January 2010. Admission is free.

National Library Events
Library Late

St John of God reception

The Autumn/Winter series of Library Late events looked at the role of
sport within Irish culture against a backdrop of increased
commercialisation; the role of the sports writer in reflecting and
protecting sport’s cultural values, and the role of the regional press in
fostering local identity through its sports coverage.

Since 2007, the Library’s Education and Outreach Department has worked
on a series of nine-week projects with groups from St John of God
Carmona Community Services. This year’s project focused on exploring
daily life in Dublin in 1916. In September, the participants were presented
with their Certificates of Achievement by National Library of Ireland Board
member, Noreen Whelan (seated centre). Also photographed here are
staff members from St John of God Services.

Presentation from the Percy French Society to
the Library
Broadcaster and sports person Tracy Piggott is photographed here with
racehorse trainer Dermot Weld prior to the public interview which was
held in the Seminar Room on 13 October.

On 2 November, writer and broadcaster Tom McGurk hosted a debate
entitled Give Us Back Our Sport with Eamon Dunphy, journalist and RTÉ
soccer panellist, and David Walsh, author and chief sports writer with
The Sunday Times.

Percy French (1854-1920) is famous for his songwriting, journalism and
painting, and is particularly remembered for songs such as ‘Are ye right
there Michael?’ and ‘The Mountains of Mourne’. Between 1889 and 1890
he both edited and contributed to The Jarvey, a weekly comic periodical.
On 27 October 2009 a ten-volume facsimile set of The Jarvey containing
all 104 issues was presented to the Library by the Percy French Society.
This was the centrepiece of an exhibition on Percy French and The Jarvey,
which also featured French’s songwriting and watercolours.

Paul French, a great-nephew of Percy French is photographed at the
presentation to the Library with the Director of the National Library of Ireland,
Aongus Ó hAonghusa; David McShane, Trustee of the Percy French Society,
and Harry Tedford, Chairman of the Percy French Society.

Start with Sources

On 23 November the Library hosted ‘Sport and Place’, a panel discussion
on how sport strongly influences regional and local identity in Ireland,
and the role of the regional press in reinforcing cultural identity through
sports coverage. The panel included Alan English, author and editor of
the Limerick Leader (left); Newstalk presenter George Hook, and Eugene
McGee, former managing director and editor of the Longford Leader,
and GAA team manager.

On 11 November, Dr Martin Mansergh, TD, Minister of State at the
Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism launched ‘Sources’, the National
Library of Ireland’s new digital directory of Irish studies. By logging on to
http://sources.nli.ie people can now search over 180,000 records of
materials housed in the Library or in universities and research institutions
around the world. Picture shows from left Aongus Ó hAonghusa, Director,
National Library of Ireland; Katherine McSharry, Assistant Keeper, National
Library of Ireland; Gerard Danaher SC, Chairperson of the Board of the
National Library of Ireland; Dr Martin Mansergh, TD, Minister of State at the
Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism.

POETRY ALOUD
On 4 December 2009, President Mary McAleese travelled to Wesley
College, Ballinteer, Dublin to attend the prizegiving ceremony for the
annual POETRY ALOUD spoken poetry competition which is open to
all post-primary school students on the island of Ireland. Organised by
the Library in association with Poetry Ireland, it seeks to celebrate the
joy of speaking and listening to poetry.

Finalists Luke Morgan and Nicy Kasa from Coláiste Éinde, Galway
chatting to Seamus Heaney following the prizegiving ceremony.

President McAleese is photographed here with Ailbhe Joyce
(left), Mountrath Community School, Mountrath, Co Laois,
winner of the Senior Category; John King, Belvedere College,
Dublin, winner of the Intermediate Category and Overall
Winner, and Liam O’Brien (right), Presentation School,
Ballingarry, Co Tipperary, winner of the Junior Category.

Students from St Angela’s School, Waterford rehearsing before the
competition.

Seamus Heaney signing an autograph for the winner of the Junior
Category, Liam O’Brien.

Nobel Laureate Seamus Heaney is photographed here with (from
left) Stephanie Dent, Heywood Community School, Co Laois, runner
up in the Junior Category; Barry Lenihan, Clonkeen College,
Blackrock, Co Dublin, runner up in the Senior Category; Ailbhe
Joyce, Mountrath Community School, Mountrath, Co Laois, winner
of the Senior Category; John King, Belvedere College, Dublin,
winner of the Intermediate Category and Overall Winner of the
competition; Liam O’Brien, Presentation Secondary School,
Ballingarry, Co Tipperary, winner of the Junior Category; Tsedey
Zewdu, Dominican College, Sion Hill, Blackrock, Co Dublin, runner
up in the Intermediate Category.

POETRY ALOUD competition judges Dennis O’Driscoll, poet; Nuala Ní
Dhomhnaill, poet; Joseph Woods, poet and Director of Poetry Ireland.

The Bryden Thomson Collection
The Bryden Thomson Collection occupies a unique place amongst
the music collections of the National Library of Ireland. It consists of
a large number of annotated orchestral scores and books that were
once the personal property of the late conductor Bryden Thomson
(1928-1991). There are over 700 items in the collection, reflecting a
career that spanned more than three decades.
In 2008, Mary Ellison Thomson established the Bryden Thomson
Trust in memory of her late husband. The Trust, which aims to provide
funding and career opportunities for young conductors, was launched
in the Library by Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism, Mr Martin
Cullen TD, on 3 September 2008. Mrs Ellison Thomson hopes that
the Trust will help enrich the lives of young conductors and musicians
in Ireland for generations to come. The Bryden Thomson Collection
was presented to the Library by Mary Ellison Thomson in 2003.
Born in Ayr, Scotland in 1928, Thomson began his studies at the
Royal Scottish Academy of Music in Glasgow. He continued his
studies in Germany and Austria; first at the Staatliche Hochschule für
Musik in Hamburg, where he studied with Hans Schmidt-Isserstedt,
and later at the Salzburg Mozarteum where he worked with conducting
virtuoso Igor Markevitch.
Bryden Thomson was principal conductor of five major orchestras
during the course of his life – the RTÉ Symphony Orchestra (now the
RTÉ National Symphony Orchestra), the Ulster Orchestra, the BBC
Philharmonic, the BBC Welsh Symphony Orchestra (now the BBC
National Orchestra of Wales) and the Royal Scottish National
Orchestra. With each of these orchestras, he championed the works
of many famous composers such as Elgar, Vaughan Williams, Harty
and Bax. In Dublin, with the then RTÉ Symphony Orchestra, he was
responsible for giving Irish premieres of works by composers such as
Bruckner and Mahler.
Given Bryden Thomson’s stature amongst Dublin classical music
circles in the 1980s, the Bryden Thomson collection is very significant
from an Irish music history perspective. He was a hugely popular
figure and it is generally acknowledged that he had an enormous

impact on classical music in Ireland through his work as conductor of
the RTÉ Symphony Orchestra from 1984 to 1987. These years were
notable as a period of significant development for the orchestra –
both in terms of repertoire and performance standards.
This contribution was recognised by the National Symphony
Orchestra when they created the post of Assistant Conductor in his
honour. Moreover, given that his collection of scores was donated by
his widow to a national institution such as the Library, it further
testifies to his contribution and to the importance the collection holds
for the future of classical music making in Ireland.
This is no ordinary collection of classical music scores. The vast
majority of the scores are full of personal annotations and notes
made by the late conductor during his highly distinguished career. As
such, it is likely to be an invaluable resource for young conductors,
composers and music students in general, in addition to scholars
and researchers in many areas including performance practice and
history, concert life and social history in Ireland. It is a particularly
valuable resource for young conductors aspiring to a professional
career.
The collection includes scores that have many detailed annotations
and recording details. Of particular note are Richard Strauss’s ‘Ein
Heldenleben’; Alban Berg’s ‘Drei Orchesterstücke’; Harrison
Birtwistle’s ‘Triumph of Time’; virtually all the scores of Ralph Vaughan
Williams, Edward Elgar and William Walton; the entire scores of
Arnold Bax and Bohuslav Martinu, and all the Rachmaninov piano
concerto scores. The collection also includes annotated scores of
Irish composers, most notably works by Seoirse Bodley and Gerard
Victory.
The Bryden Thomson Collection is now is fully catalogued and is
available to researchers. For further information about this and other
music collections, email music@nli.ie

Cnuasach Bryden Thomson
Tá áit uathúil ag Cnuasach Bryden Thomson i measc cnuasach ceoil
de chuid Leabharlann Náisiúnta na hÉireann. Tá sé comhdhéanta de
roinnt scór ceolfhoirneach anótáilte agus leabhar a bhí tráth mar
chuid de sheilbh phearsanta an stiúrthóra Bryden Thomson, nach
maireann (1928-1991). Tá breis is 700 mír sa chnuasach, a léiríonn
gairmréim a mhair níos mó ná tríocha bliain.
Bhunaigh Mary Ellison Thomson Iontaobhas Bryden Thomson i 2008,
i gcuimhne a fear céile, nach maireann. Sheol an tAire Ealaíon, Spóirt
agus Turasóireachta, an tUas. Martin Cullen TD, an t-iontaobhas ar 3
Meán Fómahir 2008, a bhfuil mar chuspóir aige maoiniú agus
deiseanna gairmréime a sholáthar do stiúrthóirí óga. Tá Mrs Ellison
Thomson dóchasach go mbeidh an t-iontaobhas ina chuidiú maidir le
saolta na stiúrthóirí agus na gceoltóirí óga in Éirinn a shaibhriú sna
glúinte atá le teacht. Bhronn Mary Ellison Thomson Cnuasach Bryden
Thomson ar an Leabharlann i 2003.
Rugadh in Ayr, Albain i 1928, thosaigh Thomson a chuid staidéar ag
Acadamh Ríoga Ceoil na hAlban i nGlaschú. Lean a chuid staidéar ar
aghaidh sa Ghearmáin agus san Ostair; i dtús báire ag Staatliche
Hochschule für Musik in Hamburg, áit a ndearna sé staidéar le Hans
Schmidt-Isserstedt, agus níos déanaí ag Mozarteum Salzburg, áit a
raibh sé ag obair le virtuoso stiúrthóireachta Igor Markevitch.
Bhí
Bryden
Thomson
ina
phríomhstiúrthóir
ag
cúig
mhórcheolfhoireann le linn a shaoil – Ceolfhoireann Shiansach RTÉ
(Ceolfhoireann Náisiúnta Shiansach RTÉ anois), Ceolfhoireann
Uladh, Ceolfhoireann Fhiolarmónach BBC, Ceolfhoireann Shiansach
na Breataine Bige BBC (Ceolfhoireann Náisiúnta na Breataine Bige
BBC anois) agus Ceolfhoireann Náisiúnta Ríoga na hAlban. Agus é
ag obair leis na ceolfhoirne seo chuir sé obair a lán cumadóirí cáiliúla
chun cinn, mar atá Elgar, Vaughan Williams, Harty agus Bax. I
mBaile Átha Cliath, leis an gCeolfhoireann Shiansach RTÉ, mar a
bhí uirthi ag an am, bhí sé freagrach as na chéad taibhithe in Éirinn
a thabhairt d’oibreacha cumadóirí mar Bruckner agus Mahler.
Tá cnuasach Bryden Thomson an-suntasach maidir le stair cheoil na
hÉireann, mar gheall ar sheasamh Bryden Thomson i measc lucht an

cheoil chlasacaigh i mBaile Átha Cliath sna 1980í. Duine ar a raibh
an-mheas a bhí ann agus aithnítear go ginearálta é go raibh tionchar
ollmhór aige ar an gceol clasaiceach in Éirinn, de thairbhe a chuid
oibre mar stiúrthóir le Ceolfhoireann Shiansach RTÉ ó 1984-1987. Bhí
na blianta sin iomráiteach mar thréimhse d’fhorbairt shuntasach don
cheolfhoireann – maidir le stór ceoil agus le caighdeán na dtairbhithe.
D’aithin an Cheolfhoireann Náisiúnta Shiansach an tionchar seo nuair
a chruthaigh siad post de Stiúrthóir Cúnta ina ónóir. Anuas air sin, ó
tharla gur bhronn a bhaintreach a chnuasach scór ar institiúid
náisiúnta mar an Leabharlann, is fianaise bhreise é ar a thionchar
agus ar thábhacht an chnuasaigh i dtaca le cumadh an cheoil
chlasaicigh in Éirinn sa todhchaí.
Ní gnáthchnuasach de scóir an cheoil chlasaicigh é seo. Tá an chuid
is mó de na scóir lán de nótaí pearsanta a rinne an stiúrthóir le linn a
ghairmréime an-rathúil. Dá bhrí sin, is dócha go mbeidh sé ina
acmhainn an-luachmhar do stiúrthóirí óga, cumadóirí agus mic léinn
an cheoil go ginearálta, chomh maith le scoláirí agus taighdeoirí i
mórán réimsí mar chleachtadh taibhithe agus stair, saol na
ceolchoirme agus an stair shóisialta in Éirinn. Tá sé ina acmhainn de
luach áirithe do stiúrthóirí óga agus iad ag iarraidh gairmréim a bhaint
amach dóibh féin.
Sa chnuasach seo tá scóir a bhfuil cuid mhór nótaí mionsonraithe
agus sonraí taifeadta leo. Tá suntas ar leith le ‘Ein Heldenleben’ de
chuid Richard Strauss; ‘Drei Orchesterstücke’ de chuid Alban Berg;
‘Triumph of Time’ de chuid Harrison Birtwistle; na scóir go léir, a
bheag nó a mhór, de chuid Ralph Vaughan Williams, Edward Elgar
agus William Walton; scóir iomlána de chuid Arnold Bax agus
Bohuslav Martinu, agus na scóir choinséartó pianó go léir de chuid
Rachmaninov. Tá scóir anótáilte sa chnuasach freisin ag cumadóirí
Éireannacha, go háirithe oibreacha de chuid Seoirse Bodley agus
Gerard Victory.
Tá Cnuasach Bryden Thomson catalógaithe go hiomlán anois agus
ar fáil do thaighdeoirí. Le tuilleadh eolais a fháil air seo agus ar
chnuasaigh ceoil eile, cuir r-phost chuig music@nli.ie

Lifelines
Come see what I say!
Discover Lifelines: letters from famous people about their favourite
poems is the title of a new exhibition due to open in the Library in early
2010. The exhibition marks the 25th anniversary of the launch of the
Lifelines project.
The project began as a fundraiser in 1985 when fifth year pupils in
Wesley College, Dublin wrote to famous people and asked them to
name a favourite poem and give a reason why. The replies were
duplicated on the school’s Gestetner machine, stapled together in a
simple booklet and sold out in two days.
Lifelines began when English teacher Niall MacMonagle suggested to
his Fifth Year class that they do something to help those suffering in
Africa. ‘All those terrible images were coming back from Ethiopia. Doing
something like this project seemed to be the easiest idea – all we stood
to lose was a bit of stamp money.’
The first booklet, containing 51 contributions, received excellent media
reviews, including one by then Irish Times columnist Kevin Myers, who
described it as ‘the finest publication of the year … I recommend
Lifelines more than life itself.’ Further booklets, also compiled by Wesley
College pupils, were published in 1988, 1990 and 1992. Their success
resulted in the book Lifelines published in 1992, with a foreword by
Seamus Heaney. Lifelines 2 appeared in 1994 and Lifelines 3 in 1997.
A selection from Lifelines was published by Penguin in 1993, and a
further volume, Lifelines new and collected edition, published by
Townhouse in 2006. Royalties earned on the various editions had, by
2006, raised over €100,000 for Concern to fund the organisation’s work
in the developing world.
The Lifelines anthologies include contributions from five Nobel
Laureates and the project was praised by many including Andrew
Motion, Fleur Adcock, Maeve Binchy and Margaret Drabble. Iris
Murdoch described it as ‘such an excellent project and such good
reading’, and Graham Norton noted: ‘Finally, a book that puts poetry in
the “loved-it” pile, rather than the “must-get-around-to-reading” pile.’

Lifelines - most unusually for a
poetry book – became a bestseller.
It was number 1 for 14 weeks in 1992 and
subsequent volumes all made the bestsellers’ lists.
Part of its appeal, as the poet Eavan Boland points out,
lies in the fascination of seeing how a wide variety of people, from
government ministers to priests, poets, activists and actors reveal
themselves through their poetic choices. In the foreword to the third
edition she wrote: ‘I was almost taken aback by the charm, elegance and
readability of the book. What’s more, my own surprise surprised me.’
In 1992, Dr Pat Donlon, then Director of the National Library of
Ireland, expressed an interest in buying the letters featured in the
first collection. Subsequently Wesley College donated all
correspondence, photographs and other related archive material to
the Library. Today, replies from over 650 people who responded to
the pupils’ appeals are preserved in the Library.
The Lifelines anthologies have been reviewed in newspapers around
the world. The success of the project has led to the development of
related ventures in the US and New Zealand, and more recently in
Germany, where a major publishing house has signalled its intention to
produce a similar compilation there.
The Discover Lifelines exhibition, which goes on show in the Library’s
Main Hall, will display letters from writers, poets, actors, artists, media
personalities and politicians, including Bertie Ahern, Margaret Atwood,
John Banville, Sebastian Barry, Maeve Binchy, Eavan Boland, Dermot
Bolger, Richard Dawkins, Judi Dench, Dermot Desmond, Roddy Doyle,
Margaret Drabble, Garret FitzGerald, Roy Foster, Sir John Gielgud,
Seamus Heaney, Jeremy Irons, John B Keane, Brendan Kennelly,
Marian Keyes, Rosaleen Linehan, Iris Murdoch, Nuala Ní Dhomhnaill,
Graham Norton, Joseph O’Connor, Tom Stoppard, Mother Teresa,
William Trevor and many others.
The exhibition continues until June 2010. Admission is free.

Library acquires three important collections
The Library is pleased to have acquired three important manuscript
collections – a further significant archive from the major living Irish
playwright Dr Brian Friel; the literary and family papers of Irish novelist
and short story writer, Hugo Hamilton, and a collection of important
material relating to William Smith O’Brien, the 19th century Irish
Nationalist, Member of Parliament, and leader of the Young Ireland
movement.
The Brian Friel papers relate to
Friel’s writing career since 2000,
and comprise manuscripts and
typescripts of both finished and
unfinished works including The
Home Place, The Existential
Realm, Linguistics, The
Hermitage, Solitary Dwellings,
Passwords, Waiting Room,
Waiting for a Connection, The
Janus Connection, in addition to
programmes and
correspondence relating to the
production of various Friel plays.
Also included are six albums of
Irish and international theatre
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reviews and news cuttings
about Friel, dating from the
early 1960s; personal diaries from 1999 to 2008, letters relating to his
appointment as an Aosdána Saoi; correspondence about productions
and issues relating to the translation of his plays in 21 European, South
American, and Asian countries; an extensive corpus of letters to and
from other writers – Seamus Heaney, Roy Foster, David Marcus, Declan
Kiberd, Ulick O’Connor, John Behan, Seamus Heaney, Jennifer
Johnston and Benedict Kiely.
In 2000 Dr Friel donated papers relating to the first 40 years of his
prolific writing career to the Library. The Library now holds his entire
archive of literary papers and correspondence. As was the case in
2000 the most recent donation was made by Dr Friel and his family
under the provisions of the Heritage Donations scheme (Section 1003
of the Taxes Consolidated Act, 1997).
The acquisition of such a large archive of Friel materials constitutes a
major addition to Ireland’s heritage. It will enable scholars and literary
historians to study the genesis of his works in detail, from their
inception to their realisation on stage, and to follow their fortunes
worldwide thereafter.
The Hugo Hamilton literary
papers which date from 1985
to 2008 comprise draft
typescripts of manuscripts
(featuring both handwritten
and typed corrections), with
background notes, as well as
research material for his novels
Surrogate City, The Last Shot,
The Love Test, Headbanger,
Sad Bastard and Disguise; for
his short story collection
Dublin where the Palm Trees
Grow, and for his two memoirs
The Speckled People and The
Sailor in the Wardrobe. Also
included are two unpublished
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manuscripts Second Skin and The Island of Talking as well as drafts of
The Speckled People screenplay.
The files of correspondence comprise letters to and from publishers
and agents in Britain and Germany, arts institutions and festival
organisers, letters relating to various award wins, as well as
communications with other authors such as John Banville, Jennifer
Johnston, Colm Tóibín, Roddy Doyle, Dermot Bolger, Joseph O’Connor,
Patrick McCabe, Nuala O’Faolain and Gerald Dawe.
Also included with the Hugo Hamilton papers are the archives of his
parents Sean and Irmgard O’hUrmoltaigh, whose interests exerted an
immense influence on the writer’s childhood, reflecting the clash
between the modernisation of post-war Ireland and cultural
nationalism. Immigrants to Ireland will find a particular resonance in
Irmgard O’hUrmoltaigh's diaries which describe her struggle to settle in
this country.
Hamilton’s use of a humorous, personal, literary style facilitates a
re-imagining of childhood in the 1950s, as well as recording changes in
opinion, culture, and society during this period. The collection
constitutes a valuable addition to our corpus of modern literature.
The collection of papers of
William Smith O’Brien MP
comprises material relating to
the trial of the Young Ireland
leader in Clonmel in 1849,
following his arrest for his part
in an ill-organised Rising in
Tipperary in July 1848.
Included is a 20 page draft
legal statement prepared by
his defence team which
provides hitherto unknown
insight into the specifics of his
role. The acquisition includes a
contemporaneous line drawing,
of the Widow McCormack’s
house in Ballingarry, produced
under his direction.
The original journals written by him following his deportation and
imprisonment in Tasmania from 1849 to 1853 and journals written after
his conditional release in 1854 until his death in 1864, form the main
body of the collection. The first 30 of these journals contain
a full account of the journey and of his life in Tasmania, while the
description of his day-to-day existence in solitary confinement also
provides an interesting commentary on penal servitude camps. While
ostensibly Smith O’Brien wrote these journals for his wife, they were
probably written with wider publication in mind.
In addition to the Tasmanian Journals, the collection comprises a
sequence of 23 journals in which O’Brien records his impressions and
experiences of travel through Europe. As such they provide a
fascinating commentary by an erudite Irishman on European countries
as well as on Asia and North America.
Both in historical and archival terms the William Smith O’Brien
collection represents an extremely exciting acquisition, with the newly
acquired journal originals complementing fair copies already held by
the Library, original journals complementing sister originals, and fair
copies continuing fair copies. It is fascinating to see these various
recordings reunited after the passage of years.
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National Library of Ireland Society
The National Library of Ireland Society had a vibrant year, further building
on its reputation for providing excellent speakers and hosting well-attended
events. 2009 saw the revival of the National Library of Ireland Society
annual outing, and the organisation of the fourth annual John J O’Meara
Memorial Lecture. Membership of the Society increased in 2009, and now
stands at over 550. The lecture programme for the year was both
intellectually stimulating and entertaining, bringing together poets as well
as academic experts from areas as diverse as history, literature, the
classics, journalism and politics. Lectures included The mob king: Daniel
O’Connell and the making of Ireland, a lecture given by Dr Patrick
Geoghegan; The history of the Irish Times by Dr Mark O’Brien; Take prompt
and vigorous action by Dr Michael Kennedy and The hunt for Eliza Lynch by
Professor Ronan Fanning; this lecture described the search for an elusive
Irish subject – a story of mystery, intrigue, politics and war.
The fourth annual John J O’Meara Memorial Lecture was entitled To Make a
Library of my Memory: the Transmission and Invention of Knowledge in the
Middle Ages. It was given by Professor Mary Carruthers, Erich Maria
Remarque Professor of Literature, New York University and Fellow of All
Souls College, Oxford. Her address took the subject matter of this lecture
series and expanded it to include the concepts of early forms of psychology
and the physiology of the brain. An engaging and very knowledgeable
speaker, Professor Carruthers fielded an array of questions from the
audience, generating further insights into this fascinating subject matter.
The National Library Society annual outing took place on a day of rare
sunshine this summer – 27 June. The programme began with a guided tour
of Beaulieu House, which has been continuously occupied by 11
generations of the same family for over 350 years, and which contains
many fine examples of artworks detailing the locale, including Huguenot
carvings dating from the 16th century. Also located in the grounds of the
property are a motor racing museum and a large garden where many rare
and exotic plants are cultivated.
After lunch, the group travelled to the Francis Ledwidge Museum in Slane,
where the Library’s former Keeper of Manuscripts Gerry Lyne gave a
reading from a selection of Ledwidge poems. From Slane, the group
travelled to Larchill Arcadian Garden, a ferme ornée dating from the 17th
century which contains many items of historical interest including
architectural follies and rare breeds of livestock.
At the Society’s Christmas reception, which took place on 9 December,
Nicholas Robinson launched Terror and Discord by the Vice-Chairman of
the National Library of Ireland Society, Felix Larkin. At the event Felix Larkin
also gave a talk entitled Artistic Bombs: the Shemus Cartoons in the
Freeman’s Journal, 1920-1924.
The Society plans to build on its 2009 successes in 2010, and hopes to
embark on the year’s programme with renewed enthusiasm from Society
officers and members alike.

Calendar of events
Witness to War: the War of Independence and the Civil
War through the lens of WD Hogan
This exhibition, which focuses on one of the most frequently accessed
sources of photographs relating to the War of Independence and the Civil
War in Ireland, goes on show in the National Photographic Archive in
Temple Bar Dublin in December 2009 and continues until May 2010.
Admission is free. Opening hours: 10am to 5pm (Monday to Friday) and
10am to 2pm (Saturday). Teachers are invited to bring student groups to
visit the exhibition. To organise group bookings, telephone 01-603 0374
or email photoarchive@nli.ie.

Yeats Lecture Series: Object lessons
Object lessons: Yeats in Focus, the lecture series organised by the
Library in conjunction with its current exhibition Yeats: the life and work
of William Butler Yeats continues in January 2010, when the object of
the month will be the portrait of Lady Gregory by Ben Bay. The 20
January lecture Lady Gregory: Discovering Creativity will be given by
Judith Hill, freelance writer, architectural historian, conservation
consultant and author of Lady Gregory: An Irish Life. The 17 February
lecture The poem on the Mountain, will be given by Professor Jerusha
McCormack, Visiting Professor, Beijing Foreign Studies University. The
lecture is timed to coincide with Chinese New Year celebrations; the
featured object will be the lapis lazuli carving as well as the poem that it
inspired WB Yeats to write. Both the date of the March lecture and details
of the featured object (visitors’ choice) will be decided by the end of
February 2010. The 27 April lecture Portraying George Yeats: the medium
and the message will be given by Professor Ann Saddlemyer, Visiting
Professor, University of Victoria, Australia; the featured object will be a
portrait of George Yeats by Edmund Dulac. Lectures take place at 7pm in
the Library’s Seminar Room. All are welcome and booking is not
necessary.

Uncovering 1916
Due to popular demand, Uncovering 1916, the UCD Adult Education
course will be repeated again in 2010, beginning on 27 January and
continuing until 24 March. Lectures will take place from 10am to 12.30pm
each day. For further information, or to book a place on the course, visit
http://www.ucd.ie/adulted/courses/hn223.html

The literature of Edwardian Ireland
This new course, which runs for eight weeks from 26 January to 16 March
inclusive, will feature lectures on a number of the established personalities
who were synonymous with the Irish literary revival – William Butler Yeats,
George Moore, George Bernard Shaw, John Millington Synge and Lady
Augusta Gregory. It will also include lectures on the subject of two writers,
Oscar Wilde and George A Birmingham, who are not usually associated
with the Irish literary revival period. Lectures will take place on Tuesday
mornings from 10am to 12.30pm. For further information, or to book
place on the course, visit http://www.ucd.ie/adulted/courses/hn253.
html

Edward Worth Library lecture series
This series of lectures is dedicated to the memory of William Elliott
Mackey (1924-1996), a former research librarian in Trinity College Dublin.
The first lecture Medicine and the State: the Poor Law medical service in
Ireland, 1851-1921 will be given by Laurence Geary, Senior Lecturer in
History, University College Cork. It will be chaired by Dr Catherine Cox,
University College Dublin and it will take place in the Library’s Seminar
Room on 10 February 2010 at 5.30pm. Further information may be found
on http://www.edwardworthlibrary.ie/home-page. Admission is free and
booking is not essential.
If you would like to receive a copy of our monthly e-bulletin on
upcoming Library events, email: mailinglist@nli.ie

The Library is now on Twitter
Pictured at the launch of Terror and Discord were, from left, Fr Anthony
Gaughan, Chairman, National Library of Ireland Society; Felix Larkin,
Vice-Chairman, National Library of Ireland Society, and Nicholas Robinson.

To receive daily updates on Library news and events, follow the Library’s
tweets on Twitter @NLIreland (http://twitter.com/NLIreland).
Comments and suggestions on NLI News should be addressed to
Bríd O’Sullivan. Email: bosullivan@nli.ie

