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A secret space with no grown-ups
allowed; an enchanted tree filled
with friendly woodland creatures;
a giant book; an inspiration station
where children can create their
own stories ...these are among the
treats on offer in Tall Tales and
Deadly Drawings, the free
exhibition in our Main Hall which is
proving hugely popular with
visitors young and old.

National Library of Ireland
Nuacht Leabharlann Náisiúnta na hÉireann

Number 42 Spring/Summer 2011

Since it opened on 30 December,
people passing through the
Library have been treated to some
unusual but delightful sights –
children climbing in and out of
the exhibition ‘hidey hole’, lolling
around contentedly on bean
bags reading books, sharing
memories of their favourite story
by hanging a magic leaf on the
‘Open Book’ and getting creative
at the ‘Inspiration Station’.
The exhibition celebrates our collections of Irish children’s literature, including books, poems, illustrations by Irish
artists and manuscripts written by Irish children’s authors. As well as being actively encouraged to get creative,
we’re inviting visitors to explore the Library – and find the characters from Irish children’s books who pop up in
the most unexpected places.
Talking about the exhibition, Fiona Ross, Director, National Library of Ireland said that in an age of in-car DVD
players and eReaders, there is still nothing like the anticipation of a page-turn to a favourite story or poem,
nothing quite like the scent of a brand new book, or the feel of a much-loved older book. ‘Most people have
strong memories of their favourite childhood books and the new worlds they opened up for them,’ she said. ‘By
showcasing some of our favourites, the Library is hoping to engage children of all ages – be they eight or 88. We
hope it will instil a love of and excitement about reading in our young visitors, and reawaken this joy in our older
visitors’.
Come and enjoy the exhibition in our Main Hall in Kildare Street throughout 2011. Admission is free.

‘My favourite book’
‘Under the Hawthorn Tree by Marita Conlon-McKenna
because although it is very sad, it was very interesting and
had good history.’ Aylin, Dublin
‘Skulduggery Pleasant by Derek Landy. I like it because
there are a lot of pages and it has a lot of fantasy and is
cool.’ Eddie, Dublin

‘How to Catch a Star because he
tries to
catch a star.’ Chloe, Dublin
‘Indigo’s Star by Hilar y McKay. Best
book
ever.’ China, Galway
‘Wolf Brothers by Michelle Paver.
Great book,
I promise!! !!’ Kate, Sweden

National Library Events
Library Late

Sixth annual John O’Meara Memorial Lecture

The Spring programme of ‘Library Late’ events focuses on Irish popular
fiction. In this series of public interviews, which runs until 12 April, some of
Ireland’s leading writers will discuss their craft.

On 26 January, the distinguished American scholar, Dr Anthony Grafton,
Henry Putnam Professor of History at Princeton University delivered the
sixth annual John J O’Meara Memorial Lecture in memory of the late
Professor John J O’Meara of UCD. The title of his lecture was Reading in
Renaissance Europe: the Humanists at Work. The lecture took place in the
Library, under the auspices of the National Library of Ireland Society.

At the first event in the current series, which was held on 28 February, RTÉ
broadcaster John Murray chaired a panel discussion with writer Monica
McInerney, literary agent Faith O’Grady and Maria Dickenson, Chairperson
of the Irish Booksellers Association. The topic of the discussion was ‘The
making of a bestseller’.

Professor O’Meara was an active member of the Society for many years.
The Lecture series has been made possible by an endowment from
Professor O’Meara’s family to the Society, which is the association of
‘friends’ of the National Library of Ireland.

John Murray is photographed here with, from left, Faith O’Grady, Monica McInerney and Maria Dickenson.

National Library of Ireland Society
launches its official history
The eagerly awaited official history of the National Library of Ireland
Society was launched at the Society’s traditional pre-Christmas reception
in the Library’s front hall on 8 December. An illustrated 64-page paperback,
this book is entitled Friends of the National Library: Forty Years of the
National Library of Ireland Society. The author is Dónall Ó Luanaigh, who
retired from the staff of the Library in June 2006 after 43 years’ service.

Photographed from left are the late Professor O’Meara’s son and daughter, Dominic O’Meara and Odile Ryan,
and Professor Anthony Grafton.

Opening of Alice Milligan and the
Irish Cultural Revival exhibition
On 18 November, politicians North and South, feminists, academics,
historians, theatre producers and representatives from Irish language
organisations and cultural institutions gathered at the Library’s exhibition
venue in 2-3 Kildare Street to join actor Fiona Shaw for the launch of Alice
Milligan and the Irish Cultural Revival, an exhibition celebrating the
work of Alice Milligan (1866-1953), one of the most intriguing and politically
engaged figures during the formation of modern Ireland. This iconic and
fascinating journalist, political activist, feminist, human rights campaigner
and ‘Cultural Ambassador’ hailed from a middle class Protestant Unionist
family in Co Tyrone, went on to promote the Irish language through the
Gaelic League, and became a pioneer in many other fields.

Felix M Larkin, Vice-Chairman of the National Library of Ireland Society is photographed with from left,
Professor Maurice Manning, who launched the book; Dónall Ó Luanaigh and Ian d’Alton, Treasurer, National
Library of Ireland Society.

Projections of the Past: Photographs and Ireland

On 16 February, Dr Catherine Morris, curator of the exhibition Alice Milligan
and the Irish Cultural Revival, chaired a discussion on the history of
photography in Ireland. She is photographed here with panellists Dr Justin
Carville, IADT Dun Laoghaire (far left); Trish Lambe, Gallery of Photography
(second left), and artist Mick O’Dea.

Fiona Shaw is photographed here with Dr Catherine Morris, Trinity College Dublin/National Library of Ireland
Cultural Co-ordinator, who curated the exhibition, and Fiona Ross, Director, National Library of Ireland.

Tommy Graham, Editor, History Ireland with
panellists Dr Fearghal McGarry, Queen’s
University Belfast; Dr Edward Madigan,
Trinity College Dublin; Dr Róisín Higgins,
Boston College and Professor Kevin Whelan,
University of Notre Dame.

History Ireland and the Library join
forces to create new series of hedge
school events
The seeds of the idea that developed into the hugely popular series of
History Ireland hedge schools were sown in the Leviathan tent at the
Electric Picnic festival in Stradbally, Co Laois in 2009. At that event, the
magazine’s editor, Tommy Graham, proposed the concept of a history
version of the Leviathan: Political Cabaret to its founder and creator,
Naoise Nunn. The proposal was greeted with enthusiasm, and the
hedge schools which subsequently featured as part of the September
2010 Electric Picnic (on Irish neutrality and the Great O’Neill) attracted
rave reviews from the media and festival goers alike.
Since then, the Library has joined forces with History Ireland to create a
new series of hedge school events. The first in this series, held in the
Library’s Seminar Room on 12 January, attracted a record audience and
a long waiting list for tickets. Entitled 1916 and All That: how should the
forthcoming centenaries (Home Rule, First World War and 1916) be
commemorated? it was hosted by History Ireland editor Tommy Graham,
with panellists including Professor Kevin Whelan, University of Notre
Dame; Dr Fearghal McGarry, Queen’s University Belfast; Dr Edward
Madigan, Trinity College Dublin, and Dr Róisín Higgins, Boston
College.
The 1916 theme chosen for the first of the Library-hosted series of
hedge schools is particularly apt given that the Library houses extensive
holdings of books, newspapers, photographs, drawings, proclamations,
contemporary documents and manuscripts relating to this period.
Much of the material, and more than 500 images, may be accessed on
our online exhibition The 1916 Rising: Personalities and Perspectives
www.nli.ie/1916.
The original hedge schools came into existence in the eighteenth century
in response to the Penal Laws, which were designed to force Irish
Catholics to convert to Anglicanism if they wanted to receive a good
education. The hedge schools primarily attracted the ‘middling sort’ of
Catholic children, who paid for the privilege of attending them. Hedge
schools had a markedly secular ethos, with lessons conducted on an
informal basis in farm buildings, halls and outdoor spaces in hundreds
of locations all over rural Ireland. Not only were the schools illegal, the
tone of many of them was ‘slightly subversive’, with masters often
involved in extracurricular activities such as writing threatening letters
on behalf of agrarian rebels such as the Whiteboys. Later, hedge school
masters were well represented in the ranks of the United Irishmen,

where they took on the role of writing manifestos, political propaganda
and newspaper articles.
Like their eighteenth-century predecessors, the hedge schools run by
History Ireland are also slightly subversive in nature – a unique
combination of serious and playful round table discussions conducted
by expert contributors, coupled with active participation by, and
engagement with, a general audience. The idea behind the twenty-firstcentury version is that it too can be run ‘anywhere, any time and on any
topic’. While not like an academic seminar in terms of its presentation
style, it is like an academic seminar in terms of the discussion that takes
place. All events are deliberately designed to be provocative, interactive
and primarily driven by content.
The next Library-hosted hedge school, to be held in the Seminar Room
on 15 March, is entitled No God and two St Patricks: the national saint
and the national holiday
holiday. It will focus on the historic St Patrick, the
development of St Patrick’s Day as a public holiday; St Patrick’s Day
parades; national identity; ‘drowning the Shamrock’; Irish America, and
much, much more.
For information on the 15 March event, and to book a free ticket, visit
www.nli.ie or Tel: (01) 603 0200.

One of the photographs which may be accessed on the Library's online exhibition, The 1916
Rising: Personalities and Perspectives www.nli.ie/1916.

Kiah Townsend (left), Presentation Secondary School, Tralee, Co Kerry, winner of the Intermediate category;
Shane McMahon, St Macartan’s College, Monaghan, winner of the Junior category, and Overall Winner, Aoife
Franklyn, St Andrew’s College, Booterstown, Co Dublin are photographed here with Fiona Ross, Director,
National Library of Ireland.

POEtRY aLOuD
The winners of the fifth annual all-island POETRY ALOUD spoken
poetry competition for post-primary school pupils, organised by the
National Library of Ireland in association with Poetry Ireland, were
announced in January.

The Overall Winner was Aoife Franklyn, St Andrews’s College,
Booterstown, Co Dublin, who also won the Senior category (fifth and
sixth year). She was presented with a perpetual trophy, a cash prize
of €500 and a shelf of poetry books for her school library.

The competition was devised in 2006 to celebrate the poetry of WB
Yeats and to mark the Library’s award-winning exhibition, Yeats: the
Life and Works of William Butler Yeats. More than 1,200 students
from post-primary schools on the island of Ireland entered this latest
competition, an increase of 300 on the number of entries received last
year.

The two other winners were Kiah Townsend, Presentation Secondary
School, Tralee, Co Kerry who won the Intermediate category (third
and fourth year/transition year); and Shane McMahon, St Macartan’s
College in Monaghan, who won the Junior category (first and second
year).

Twenty four students took part in the final. It was preceded by 18
regional heats which took place in 11 venues, mainly schools
throughout Ireland. The Library gratefully acknowledges the hosts of
these heats; their support is vital to the successful organisation of the
event.

The runners-up in this year’s competition were Fiontann Larney, St
Mary’s Secondary School, Dublin (Junior category); Niamh Kennedy,
Skerries Community College, Dublin (Intermediate category), and
Siohha Ní Chaislean, Gaelcholaiste Cheitinn, Clonmel, Co Tipperary
(Senior category).
The competition judges were Director of Poetry Ireland, Joseph
Woods; poet Eiléan Ní Chuilleanáin, and author and Laureate na nÓg,
Siobhán Parkinson.

Mary Cloake, Director, The Arts Council presenting Junior category
winner Shane McMahon with his prize.

Author and Laureate na nÓg Siobhan Parkinson
admiring the perpetual trophy presented to Overall
Winner, Aoife Franklyn.

FILÍOcht OS aRD
Fógraíodh na buaiteoirí den chúigiú chomórtas filíochta bliantúil uileoileáin labhartha POETRY ALOUD (FILÍOCHT OS ARD) do dhaltaí
meánscoile, arna eagrú ag Leabharlann Náisiúnta na hÉireann i bpáirt
le Éigse Éireann.
Ceapadh an comórtas in 2006 chun filíocht WB Yeats a cheiliúradh
agus in onóir taispeántas na Leabharlainne a bhuaigh dámhachtain,
Yeats: the Life and Works of William Butler Yeats (Yeats: Saol
agus Oibreacha William Butler Yeats). Chuir níos mó ná 1,200 dalta
ó mheánscoileanna ó oileán na hÉireann isteach ar an gcomórtas is
déanaí seo, méadú de 300 ar líon na n-iontrálacha a fuarthas
anuraidh.
Ghlac 24 dalta páirt sa chomórtas ceannais. Reáchtáladh 18 mbabhta
réigiúnacha roimhe seo in 11 ionad, scoileanna ar fud na hÉireann go
príomha. Tá an Leabharlann an-bhuíoch as an méid a rinne óstaigh na
mbabhtaí seo; tá a gcuid tacaíochta fíor-thábhachtach d’eagrú rathúil
na hócáide.

POETRY ALOUD competition judges Siobhán Parkinson, author and Laureate
na nÓg; Joseph Woods, poet and Director of Poetry Ireland, and Eiléan Ní
Chuilleanáin.

Ba í Aoife Franklyn ó Choláiste Naomh Aindriú, Baile an Bhóthair,
Co Bhaile Átha Cliath an Buaiteoir Foriomlán, agus bhuaigh sí chomh
maith an chatagóir Shinsearach (an cúigiú agus an séú bhliain).
Bronnadh síorchomhramh agus duais airgid de €500 uirthi, agus fuair
leabharlann a scoile seilf de leabhair fhilíochta.
Ba iad Kiah Townsend ó Mheánscoil na Toirbhirte, Trá Lí, Co Chiarraí)
a bhuaigh an chatagóir Idirmheánach (tríú agus ceathrú bliain/
idirbhliain); agus Shane McMahon, Coláiste Mhic Chairthinn i
Muineachán, a bhuaigh an chatagóir Shóisearach (an chéad agus an
dara bliain) an bheirt buaiteoir eile.
Ba iad na buaiteoirí sa dara áit ná Fiontann Larney, Meánscoil Naomh
Muire, Baile Átha Cliath (catagóir Shóisearach); Niamh Kennedy,
Coláiste Pobail na Sceirí, Baile Átha Cliath (catagóir Idirmheánach),
agus Siohha Ní Chaislean, Gaelcholáiste Cheitinn, Cluain Meala,
Co Thiobraid Árainn (catagóir Shinsearach).
Mar bhreithiúnaithe an chomórtais bhí Stiúrthóir Éigse Éireann, Joseph
Woods; file Eiléan Ní Chuilleanáin, agus údar agus Laureate na nÓg,
Siobhán Parkinson.

Spotlight on our
Collections:
rare 15th century
German manuscript

The Defensorium Inviolatae Virginitatis Beatae Mariae is
one of the oldest and rarest items in the Library’s Collections.
This manuscript throws new light on medieval European
theology as well as medieval art history and relations
between medieval Ireland and the German lands.
The Defensorium was written by Franz von Retz, an
Austrian Dominican friar who taught theology at the
University of Vienna, and dates from the early 15th century.
The text suggests that the concept of the Virgin Birth is similar
to other strange phenomena and occurrences in
the natural and classical world.
The volume consists of 37 vellum folios, with a text in Latin
and German on the verso of each folio and an associated
painting on the recto. The manuscript itself measures
only 9cm by 7.5 cm. The paintings are illuminations in
miniature, of both human and animal figures, and of
extraordinarily high quality. Brilliant colours were used,
derived from rare and costly pigments.
Two examples with their accompanying illuminations focus
on Irish natural wonders – a tree that produces birds
(possibly geese) and a willow, ivy or oak, the fruit of which
produces wine.
With the change in the religious and political climate
brought by the Reformation in Europe in the early 1500s
this type of illustrated manuscript devoted to the Virgin
Mary was no longer produced in Germany, making this
volume one the last representatives of the genre.
Unfortunately, little is known about the provenance of the
manuscript. It is believed that it was presented around 1949 to
Dr Richard Hayes, Director of the National Library of Ireland by
a donor who may have been a Catholic priest. A facsimile of
the manuscript has been published by the Library in collaboration
with the German publishing house of Müller und Schindler, and it
features an introduction by the Library’s former Keeper of Manuscripts,
Gerard Lyne.
The Defensorium is on display in the Discover exhibition at 2-3 Kildare
Street.
A fuller version of this article written by Gerard Lyne, former
Keeper of Manuscripts, is available on the Library’s website,
www.nli.ie

Discover your National Library:
Our treasures uncovered
Lying in their cases, protected from light by heavy velvet, treasures
are waiting to be uncovered – by you.
Discover your National Library
Library, our exhibition at 2-3 Kildare Street,
is a journey through history, society and culture, a series of stories
told through our rare, beautiful, and priceless objects.
Your journey might begin with a medieval manuscript, almost 700
years old, featuring a detailed image of Noah's Ark – illustrations are
rare in Gaelic manuscripts, making this one particularly precious.
Alongside it is a tiny German manuscript of the 15th century, filled
with extraordinary, lavish illustrations, the jewel-bright colours as
fresh today as when they came from the scriptorium around 1500
(read more about this manuscript on pages 5, 6 and 7). Jump forward
in time, and to another case, to see the same visual inventiveness and
use of colour in the display from two of Ireland's most gifted illustrators
of children's books, PJ Lynch and Marie-Louise Fitzpatrick.
Elsewhere, discover what Ireland was like in 1680, through the
handwritten diary of Englishman Thomas Dineley, packed with written
accounts and lively pen-and-ink drawings of the places he visited. Lift
the covers of other cases to read war artist William Orpen’s chilling

letter written home from the Front in 1917, to see photographs of
evicted families in 19th century Ireland, or to explore our special case
of throw-away treasures.
The cases can only showcase a small number of our most precious
items. To bring you some more of the riches of the collections, the
exhibition also uses multimedia technology, with touchscreens,
projections, and videos of our curators talking about some of their
favourites. And, as always in the Discover exhibition, there’s a special
temporary section focusing on how those collections have been used.
Through 2011, this section features the Irish Texts Society (ITS), a
voluntary body founded in London in 1898. The ITS, through its series
of bilingual editions, has made the riches of old Irish literature,
mythology and history available to all. The first modern, working Irish
dictionary was produced by the Society in 1904, and edited by
Fr Dinneen, who did most of the research in our great Reading Room
where he was a well-known figure for many years. As the Society’s
connections with the National Library go back so far, we are delighted
to highlight a century of research and scholarship in this way.
Visit the exhibition at 2-3 Kildare Street, Monday to Saturday. Your
treasures are waiting.

IMPORTANT NOTICES
National Library of Ireland
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National Library of Ireland Society
The National Library of Ireland Society is a voluntary
support group which aims “to assist and support the
National Library in the maintenance and expansion of
its services and the improvement and protection of its
status as the National Library of Ireland.” It arranges an
annual programme of lectures on topics of Irish interest
in a variety of subject areas including history, literature
and current affairs; it organises an annual outing to
historic houses and other venues, and it provides an
opportunity for interested persons to support the
Library at a crucial phase in its development.
The Society’s 2011 programme of events got off to a
successful start on Wednesday 26 January, with the
sixth annual John J O’Meara Memorial Lecture, details
of which are covered on an earlier page of NLI News.
The next lecture will take place on 23 March, when
Professor Hugh Gough will give a lecture entitled
Death by a Single Cut – the Guillotine and Capital
Punishment in Modern France.
Details of Society events can be found on the Library
website www.nli.ie. Lectures and other events begin at
7pm and take place in the Library’s Seminar Room.

Calendar of Events
Library Late
The ‘Library Late’ Spring 2011 season will focus on popular fiction and will
feature a series of public lectures by some of Ireland’s leading contemporary
writers. Details of events as follows: Wednesday 30 March, Sheila O’Flanagan
in conversation with RTÉ broadcaster John Murray, and Tuesday 12 April,
Sinead Moriarty and Cathy Kelly in conversation with John Murray. Both
events take place in the Library’s Seminar Room at 8pm. Admission is free, but
booking is essential. To reserve a place, log on to www.nli.ie.

Dublin: One City, One Book
This year’s Dublin: One City, One Book initiative celebrates Joseph O’Connor’s
Ghost Light, which tells the story of the relationship between playwright
and novelist JM Synge and Abbey actress Molly Allgood. To mark our
involvement, the Library will be hosting three lectures on themes relating to the
novel. The first will take place on Wednesday 6 April at 7pm when Dr Patrick
Lonergan, NUI Galway will give a lecture entitled Gallous Stories and Dirty
Deeds – Synge and Irish Theatre. It will be followed on Thursday 14 April by
a lecture entitled Dress in the Edwardian Era given by Alex Ward, Assistant
Keeper, National Museum of Ireland; this event will take place at 1pm. The third
lecture, to be given by Ronnie O’Gorman, Chairman of the Friends of Coole,
is entitled Ireland’s greatest woman – scenes from the life of Lady Augusta
Gregory; it will take place on Wednesday 20 April at 7pm. The lectures will be
held in the Seminar Room. All are welcome and booking is not necessary.

Contacting us
For further information on the NLI Society, please
contact Roger Courtney, Hon Secretary, NLI Society,
National Library of Ireland, Kildare Street, Dublin 2.
Email: rcourtney@nli.ie. Tel: 603 0284.

Dublin, UNESCO City of Literature
Dublin’s designation as one of only four UNESCO Cities
of Literature in the world is a huge honour for the city
and its writers. In order to maximise the opportunities
that could be created as a result of Dublin being given
this permanent designation, the Library recently hosted
two Writer’s Forums – events which were designed to
capture Irish writers’ views on a range of issues,
including how to embrace the UNESCO designation’s
potential to regenerate the economic life of Dublin
across a number of sectors.
The discussions also focused on the designation’s
significant potential for bookshops, publishers,
publications, libraries, universities and others to further
engage with writers and readers, in addition to attracting
additional international and domestic visitors to the
city.
Among the writers who attend the two events were Pat
Boran, Eiléan Ní Chuilleanáin, Sinead Moriarty, Claire
Kilroy, Macdara Woods, Sarah Webb, Chris Binchy,
Marita Conlon-McKenna, Monica McInerney, Siobhan
Parkinson, Evelyn Conlon, Trevor White and Mary
Russell.

Marita Conlon-McKenna being interviewed for the RTÉ Morning Ireland
programme.

DublinSwell
In a fitting tribute to the literary city, DublinSwell, an evening of imagination and
inspiration, will make the capital come alive in Dublin’s Convention Centre on
Friday 18 March. Abbey Theatre actors will join some of Dublin’s best loved
names from the worlds of literature, music, film and theatre – Nobel Laureate
Seamus Heaney, Mike Scott of The Waterboys, Glen Hansard, as well as
Maeve Binchy, Sebastian Barry, Dermot Bolger, Damien Dempsey, Roddy
Doyle, Paul Durcan, Christine Dwyer Hickey, Paul Howard (Ross O’Carroll
Kelly), Declan Hughes, Biddy Jenkinson, Cathy Kelly, Claire Kilroy, Paula
Meehan, Joseph O’Connor and Gerry Stembridge. MC for the evening is Mike
Murphy. Tickets cost €18, €21 and €25 and are available from Dublin Tourism
offices on O’Connell Street and Suffolk Street, and may also be purchased by
logging on to www.tickets.ie/DublinSwell or phoning 0818 33 32 31.

Bealtaine festival 			
In May, the Library will mark its involvement in the Bealtaine festival by
hosting a number of events in association with Age & Opportunity, including a
concert of unaccompanied Irish traditional songs. This event, which will take
place in the Seminar Room on 31 May, is the culmination of a research project
involving a group of traditional singers from all over Ireland. The project is led
by artists Michael Fortune and Aileen Lambert and is supported by the Arts
Council of Ireland, the National Library of Ireland, and the Irish Traditional
Music Archive. Additional information is available on the project website:
www.thewildbeesnest.ie.
The Library programme will also include a lecture on memoir writing with Irene
Graham which takes place on 10 May at 2pm; a workshop entitled Caring for
your personal collection which will be given by a member of the Library’s
Conservation Department; two information sessions on how to use the
Library’s collections, how to obtain a Library Reader’s ticket, and much more.
Visitors to the Library will also have an opportunity to participate in public tours
of the Yeats exhibition at 1pm on Wednesdays and at 2.30pm on Thursdays
during the month of May; to visit the Discover your National Library exhibition
at 2-3 Kildare Street, or to visit the Power and Privilege: photographs of the
Big House in Ireland 1858-1922 exhibition in the National Photographic
Archive.
If you would like to receive a copy of our monthly e-bulletin on upcoming
Library events, email: mailinglist@nli.ie.

The National Library is now on Facebook and Twitter
You can now receive updates about Library news and events by following our tweets on
Twitter or by becoming a fan on Facebook. We are @NLIreland (http://twitter.com/
NLIreland).
Comments and suggestions on NLI News should be addressed to Ciara Kerrigan.
Email: ckerrigan@nli.ie.

Sinead Moriarty, one of the participants in the Writer's Forum.

