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IIlSh POp'l_]_]_a_I' The National Library of Ireland

: . has always been at the centre
F]_Ct]_on of Irish cultural life. Not just a
place to read, but also a place
to meet, write and create.
Library Late continues and
reinvigorates this tradition.

The Library's collection of printed books holds many
historical examples of popular Irish fiction. Swift's
' Gulliver's Travels (1726) and Bram Stoker's Dracula
e N Wy = o N (1897) when published were instant sensations and
Kildare Street : . A . .
s Rt B\ bl | R /1 A best-sellers of their day. Other popular Irish authors
01603020005 SRe : : _. A ™ i A _ featured in the Library's collections include Charles
www.nli.ie PR AL (/R I V) - PSS SN 1% NN s ) _ R Kickham, author of Knocknagow; or The Homes of
L S % P SN P RET B Py Vg AP R v SPATORE. MRS R g OF : Tipperary (1897), Somerville and Ross, authors of
Some Experiences of an Irish RM (1879) and its many
sequels, and Annie M.P. Smithson whose novel Her
Irish Heritage (1918) was one of the most popular
novels of its day. Against this historical backdrop,

To hear about Library news and events, please join the Library will host this series of events with many
our mailing list by contacting mailinglist@nli.ie . .
of the leading contemporary writers of popular
fiction in Ireland today.
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Monday,
February 28th, 2011
at Spm.

The Making of a Bestseller — a panel discussion
chaired by broadcaster John Murray with
Monica Mclnerney, Faith O’Grady and

Maria Dickenson

[

Tuesday,
April 12th, 2011

Sinéad Moriarty and Cathy Kelly in conversation
with broadcaster John Murray

Sinéad Moriarty was born and raised in Dublin where she grew up surrounded
by books. Growing up, Sinéad says she was inspired by watching her mother
who is an author of children’s books. From that moment on, her childhood
dream was to write a novel. She wrote her first book The Baby Trail while
working as a journalist in London. She is published by Penguin and has, to date,
written 7 novels. Her books have been translated into 24 languages.

Born in Belfast, Cathy Kelly worked in journalism as feature writer, agony aunt,
film critic and columnist. While still a journalist, she decided to have a crack at
writing a novel. Woman to Woman went straight into the Irish bestseller list.
Once In A Lifetime, her eleventh novel published in paperback in September
2009 went to Number One within days of its release. Her books are international
best-sellers in Europe, Australia and New Zealand. Cathy is also an Ambassador
for UNICEF in Ireland. She lives with her partner, John and six-year-old twin boys
in Co. Wicklow.




