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JFK in Ireland:

50th

anniversary 		
exhibition

It is that quality of the Irish – that remarkable combination of hope,
confidence and imagination – that is needed more than ever today.
The problems of the world cannot possibly be solved by skeptics or
cynics, whose horizons are limited by the obvious realities. We need
men who can dream of things that never were, and ask why not.
President Kennedy’s address at the Joint Sitting of the Houses of the
Oireachtas in Leinster House, Dublin, 28 June 1963.
At 8pm on 26 June 1963, Air Force One, carrying
US President John F Kennedy, landed at Dublin
Airport. This was to be an historic visit for many
reasons, with John F Kennedy the first serving US
President to visit Ireland. For many Irish people, it
was a celebrated homecoming for a young IrishAmerican politician who had reached the summit
of his political career. For President Éamon de
Valera and Taoiseach Seán Lemass, who were at
Dublin Airport to welcome him that evening, it was
the culmination of a successful campaign to get
Kennedy to Ireland. That evening, the Presidential
motorcade travelled through a packed Dublin
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JFK’s motorcade makes its way through cheering
crowds in Cork city.

city centre to the US Ambassador’s residence in
the Phoenix Park. And thus began a four-day visit
to Dunganstown, Co Wexford – the President’s
ancestral home – as well as to Cork, Limerick
and Galway.

President Kennedy addresses the Oireachtas.

The summer of
2013 marks the 50th
anniversary of his
historic visit and
there will be a a
host of celebrations
throughout the
country including
Homecoming: JFK in
Ireland, an exhibition
at the NLI.

President Kennedy and his sisters, Jean and
Eunice, pose with their Irish cousins at the
Kennedy homestead in Dunganstown, Co Wexford.
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The summer of 2013 marks the 50th anniversary
of his historic visit and there will be a a host of
celebrations throughout the country including
Homecoming: JFK in Ireland, an exhibition at the
NLI. Organised in partnership with the National
Archives, the John F Kennedy Presidential Library
and Museum and the US Embassy, it is being
supported by the Department of Arts, Heritage and
the Gaeltacht. The exhibition tells the story of the
visit through iconic photographs, and will feature
official audio and video footage, gifts exchanged,
official correspondence between the US and
Ireland, and documents that give an insight into the
level of organisation that went into planning the
four-day programme.
One of the most significant moments of the trip was
President Kennedy’s visit to Arbour Hill Cemetery,
where he laid a wreath at the graves of the executed
leaders of the 1916 Rising. He was the first foreign
head of state to honour the executed leaders in
this way. During the ceremony, Irish Army cadets
performed the ceremonial Queen Anne drill, which
is used at funerals and remembrance services to
honour the dead. Later, President Kennedy said:
“For me the highlight was the ceremony at Arbour
Hill… those cadets were terrific. I wish we had a
film of that drill so that we could do something like
it at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.” Five months
later, on 25 November, members of the 37th Cadet
Class performed the drill in Arlington Ceremony on
the occasion of President Kennedy’s funeral.

Homecoming: JFK in Ireland will open to
the public from 21 June to 15 August 2013.
The exhibition is located at No 2 Kildare Street.
Admission is free.
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JFK in Éirinn:
Taispeántas
50 bliain
Is í an tréith sin atá ag na hÉireannaigh - an meascán iontach sin de
dhóchas, muinín agus samhlaíocht – a theastaíonn níos mó anois ná mar a
theastaigh riamh roimhe seo. Ní fhéadfadh daoine sceiptiúla nó ciniciúla
fadhbanna an domhain a réiteach, a bhfuil a meonta teoranta ag an
bhfírinne shoiléir. Teastaíonn fir uainn atá in ann aisling a bheith acu ar
rudaí nach raibh riamh ann, agus fiafraí cad chuige nach raibh.
- Óráid an Uachtaráin Kennedy ag Comhshuí Thithe an Oireachtais i
dTeach Laighin, Baile Átha Cliath, an 28 Meitheamh 1963.
Ag 8pm an 26 Meitheamh 1963, thuirling Air
Force One, ina raibh Uachtarán Stáit Aontaithe
Mheiriceá, John F Kennedy á iompar, in Aerfort
Bhaile Átha Cliath. Cuairt stairiúil a bheadh ann
ar go leor cúiseanna, agus John F. Kennedy ar an
gcéad Uachtarán seirbheála ar SAM chun cuairt
a thabhairt ar Éirinn. Is éard a bhí i gceist i measc
go leor daoine Éireannacha ná filleadh ceiliúrtha
abhaile polaiteora óig Éireannaigh-Mheiriceánaigh
a bhain mullach a ghairme polaitiúla amach. I
gcás an Uachtaráin Éamon de Valera agus an
Taoisigh Seán Lemass, a bhí ag Aerfort Bhaile
Átha Cliath chun fáilte a chur roimhe an tráthnóna
sin, ba é buaicphointe feachtais rathúil é chun an
Cinnéideach a thabhairt go hÉirinn. An tráthnóna
sin, thaistil an mótargharda trí lár Chathair
Bhaile Átha Cliath, a bhí plódaithe le daoine, go
dtí áit chónaithe Ambasadóir na SA i bPáirc an
Fhionnuisce. Agus uaidh sin, cuireadh tús le cuairt
ceithre lá go dtí Baile Uí Dhonnagáin, Contae Loch
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Leanann grúpa páistí scoile an tUachtarán
Kennedy le The Boys of Wexford a chanadh ag
Páirc Uí Chinnéide i Ros Mhic Thriúin.

Garman – baile sinsir an Uachtaráin – mar aon le
Corcaigh, Luimneach agus Gaillimh.

Cuireann an tUachtarán Kennedy fáilte roimh
ghrúpa altraí ar a thuras go hÉirinn.

Déanfar comóradh
50 bliain i samhradh
2013 ar a chuairt
stairiúil agus beidh
go leor ceiliúrtha ar
bun ar fud na tíre,
lena n-áirítear JFK in
Éirinn, taispeántas ag
an NLI.

Labhrann an tUachtarán leis an slua taréis gur
bronnadh Saoirse Chathair Loch Garman air.

Déanfar comóradh 50 bliain i samhradh 2013 ar
a chuairt stairiúil agus beidh go leor ceiliúrtha ar
bun ar fud na tíre, lena n-áirítear Teacht abhaile:
JFK in Éirinn, taispeántas ag an NLI. Eagraíodh an
t-imeacht i bpáirtíocht leis an gCartlann Náisiúnta,
Leabharlann agus Iarsmalann Uachtarán John F
Kennedy agus Ambasáid na SA, agus tá an Roinn
Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta ag tacú
leis. Insíonn an taispeántas scéal na cuairte trí
ghrianghraif íocónacha, agus beidh sa taispeántas
píosaí oifigiúla fuaime agus físeáin, na bronntanais
a tugadh dó agus a fuarthas uaidh, comhfhreagras
oifigiúil idir na SA agus Éirinn agus cáipéisí a
thugann léargas ar an méid eagrúchán a rinneadh
chun an clár ceithre lá a phleanáil.
Ar cheann de na pointí ba thábhachtaí den chuairt
bhí cuairt an Uachtarán Kennedy ar Reilig Chnoc
an Arbhair, áit ar leag sé fleasc ag uaigheanna
cheannairí Éirí Amach na Cásca 1916 a rinneadh
a chur chun báis. Ba é an chéad cheann stáit
iasachta chun onóir a léiriú do na ceannairí seo
a cuireadh chun báis ar an mbealach seo. Le linn
an tsearmanais, thug daltaí Arm na hÉireann faoi
dhruil shearmanais na Banríona Áine, a úsáidtear
ag sochraidí agus ag seirbhísí cuimhneacháin chun
onóir a léiriú do na mairbh. Níos déanaí, dúirt an
Cinnéideach: “Ba é an searmanas ag Cnoc an Arbhair
an buaicphointe dom féin... bhí na daltaí siúd thar
barr. B’aoibhinn liom dá mbeadh scannán againn den
druil sin go bhféadfaimis a shamhail a dhéanamh
ag Tuama an tSaighdiúra Anaithnid.” Cúig mhí níos
déanaí, an 25 Samhain, thug comhaltaí den 37ú
Aicme Daltaí faoin druil seo i Searmanas Arlington ar
ócáid shochraid an Uachtaráin Kennedy.
Beidh an taispeántas Teacht abhaile: JFK in
Éirinn ar oscailt don phobal ag uimhir 2, Sráid
Chill Dara, ón 21 Meitheamh go dtí an 15 Lúnasa
2013. Cead isteach: saor in aisce.
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Bloomsday
at the National
Library
Join us on
Bloomsday, 16 June,
for a celebration of
James Joyce in the
library where he
studied, wrote and
set part of Ulysses.
Enjoy a lively programme of events from
noon to 6.00pm. Visit our beautiful
Reading Room where Episode 9: Scylla
and Charybdis is set.
Enjoy performances of Joycean music
performed throughout the day in our Front
Hall. Listen to extracts of Ulysses and learn
about the European cities Joyce lived in as
he wrote his masterpiece.
Come to our Seminar room at 2.00pm
for a talk by Dr Gerard Dineen entitled
Our Continental Writer: James Joyce
and the literature of Europe.
All events are free; no booking required.
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Remembering
Waterloo

in the French prints collection
The Battle of Waterloo, which took place on 18
June 1815 near the village of Waterloo just south
of Brussels, was one of the most famous battles in
European history; it also marked the final defeat
of Napoleon Bonaparte (1769-1821), one of the
greatest ever military commanders. For both
Napoleon and Wellington, this was to be their last
battle. Napoleon abdicated a few days later and
was exiled to the island of Saint Helena, where he
died in 1821. In contrast, Wellington was hailed as a
hero and became British Prime Minister in 1828.

The Battle of Waterloo, a plan of the battlefield,
18 June 1815.

Souvenirs de Napoléon, colour lithograph by de
Lemercier.
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Ahead of the commemorative events due to take
place in 2015 to mark the bicentenary of the Battle
of Waterloo, our Department of Prints and Drawings
team have catalogued more than 200 prints from
the NLI’s extensive French prints collection. Our
collection of fine French prints was originally
assembled and donated by Dr Jaspar Joly, a Dublin
barrister of Belgian and French origin. Librarian TW
Lyster, quoted in the Irish Book Lover (Vol XII) in
1921, made the following observation about the Joly
Collection: “Its section of Napoleonic literature is
the most excellent in the three kingdoms…”
Our French prints collection includes a vast number
of portraits of Napoleon as well as prints relating
to Napoleon’s military campaigns and battles,
including the Battle of Waterloo. More than 250
different portraits of Irish-born Wellington were
catalogued recently as part of our Irish portraits
cataloguing project. These portraits were acquired
also as part of the Joly gift. Digitised images of
these items will be available in our online catalogue
in the coming months.
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JFK in Ireland:
share your
history
For four days in 1963 – from 26 to 29 June – Ireland
buzzed with excitement while US President John
F Kennedy visited Ireland. In Dublin alone, half
of the city’s entire population thronged the city
centre in an attempt to catch a glimpse of the
American President. Elsewhere, 100,000 people
travelled to see him in the cities of Cork and
Galway, while in Wexford, the town’s 12,000strong population swelled to 30,000 on 27 June,
the day he visited the Kennedy family’s ancestral
home in Dunganstown.
Were you one of the people who witnessed these events first hand? Do you have memories or
memorabilia from those extraordinary four days that you would like to tell us about? If so, the
NLI invites you to visit us and share your story. On 30 May, we would like to invite you to bring
us any memorabilia you may have relating to President Kennedy’s visit to Ireland. Such material
may include photographs, sketches, diaries, letters and newspaper cuttings.
We will photograph your item, record your story and upload all of this online, so that it can be
shared with a worldwide community. As we will only take a digital image of your item, you are
free to bring it home with you the same day.
The project is part of the 50th anniversary celebrations of JFK’s visit to Ireland. In June, the
NLI will be hosting Homecoming: JFK in Ireland, an exhibition remembering and celebrating
this historic visit. We would like to hear your story, so that this online element of the project
will form part of the exhibition. The NLI will be working with History PIN to host your stories
online. Historypin (www.historypin.com) is a way for millions of people from different
generations, cultures and places to share small glimpses of the past and to work towards
adding to the story of human history.
Places are limited and must be booked in advance, so if you would like to share your JFK story
with us on 30 May, please email learning@nli.ie
8

A History of

Ireland

A History of Ireland in 100 Objects is a project
of the Royal Irish Academy, the National Museum
of Ireland and The Irish Times. Revealing Ireland’s
history through key objects, it features four
manuscripts from the NLI’s collections. All illustrate
aspects of the troubled relationship between
Ireland and Britain – from Latin assertions of a
Pope’s blessing on the English conquest to a list
of shady transactions that helped to ensure the
passing of the Act of Union.

Dungannon Castle and the stone chair at Tulaigh
Óg (Tullaghoge) by Richard Bartlet (Ms 2656, early
17th century)

Giraldus Cambrensis’s Expugnatio Hibernica dates
from the 13th century, and contains the first reference
to “Laudabiliter”, a papal bull which Pope Adrian IV
was said to have issued in 1155, granting the English
king Henry II lordship over Ireland. 400 years later,
a map by Richard Bartlet illustrates the continued
struggle for control of the country. It features the
ritual stone inauguration chair at the hill of Tulaigh
Óg in Tyrone, which was destroyed in September
1602, during the Elizabethan campaign in Ireland.
Ireland’s status as an independent kingdom ended
with the Act of Union in 1800; Ms 5696 lists Irish
parliamentarians who received generous rewards
for voting for the Union. Ms 7519 suggests the
feelings of a section of the population in the century
following. A threatening letter from 1842, it is signed
“Captain Rock” – a mythical figure who personified
the violent struggle of impoverished tenants against
onerous rents and tithes.

Threatening letter to Thomas Larcom (Ms 7519,
1842)
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Find out more with the History of Ireland in
100 Objects book, the project website, or via
tablet and smartphone apps. Details from
www.100objects.ie
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Conservation –
combining science
and history at
the NLI
For over six years, the NLI has run an internship
programme for recent graduates of specialised
paper and book conservation courses. The scheme,
which is jointly funded by the Heritage Council, has
proved enormously beneficial both for the NLI and
for our interns. Interns are involved in every aspect
of safeguarding our vast collections – gaining
first-hand experience of projects such as our busy
exhibition and digitisation and loans programmes.
To develop their practical and technical skills, they
carry out conservation treatments on a wide range
of rare objects and regularly feature in the NLI blog.
The programme has enabled the preservation of
hundreds of items for future generations. Take
the case of the 18th century four-sheet Irish map
entitled A Survey of the City Harbour Bay and
Environs of Dublin by John Rocque, which was
extremely discoloured, brittle and illegible. Keiko
Furumoto’s conservation work involved a complex
process of removing varnish, dealing with acidic
green pigments, followed by lining the map so that
it can now be more easily handled by readers.
Another intern, Ketti Angeli, carried out
conservation work on an 18th century music
‘scrapbook’ in extremely poor condition. Entitled
‘Mrs Hudson’s music book’, it comprises sheet
music pasted into an earlier Latin history book with
extensive tears and losses. Ketti repaired the volume
using a leaf-casting machine and reassembled the
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Keiko examines a map of Dublin which has been
degraded by acidic green pigment.

Ketti sewing ‘Mrs Hudson’s music book’ – now on
display in Discover exhibition.

60 pages so that the sheet music and the Latin
history text are now legible. The scrapbook is on
display until May 2013 at the Discover your National
Library exhibition.
Rebecca Regan carried out a detailed preservation
survey of a parchment deeds collection, so as
to protect their integrity and ensure continued
accessibility. The earliest of these medieval
documents were in various states of decay. As well
as testing treatments, Rebecca also photographed
each item and designed housing systems to ensure
the long-term preservation of the collection. These
high-resolution digital images are now available to
readers in our Manuscripts Reading Room.
Elodie examines a 17th century parchment
binding, discoveries are retold on our NLI Blog!

To develop their
practical and technical
skills, they carry
out conservation
treatments on a wide
range of rare objects
and regularly feature
in the NLI blog.

Élodie Lévêque completed a wide variety of
projects. She carried out an extensive housing
project on new acquisitions of prints and drawings
and ongoing conservation of the Ormond deeds
collection. She carried out condition surveys of the
Gaelic manuscripts and Irish War of Independence
ephemera collections. From these surveys, she
prioritised conservation treatments including
paper-pulping repairs, removing acidic plastic
laminates from old posters in solvent baths, and
devising an innovative adhesive-free binding for
early 18th century newspapers volumes. A paper on
this project was published by Icon (the Institute for
Conservation in the UK). You can also read about
many of these projects in the NLI Blog.
Audrey McGinley is currently preparing a group
of objects for our exhibition on the 1913 Dublin
Lockout, which opens this autumn. She has also
conserved over 100 pamphlets to provide better
access for readers. As part of the Decade of
Commemorations project, she treated and rehoused our prints and drawings and ephemera
collections, thereby learning more about pigments
and works of art on paper.

Audrey placing a Japanese paper lining on a
mould-degraded poster.
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To find out more about our conservation work, visit
www.nli.ie/en/preservation-and-conservation.aspx
or email conservation@nli.ie
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Exhibitions
Taking Stock
Last chance to see the National Photographic Archive’s
(NPA) retrospective exhibition, currently on show in Temple
Bar. The exhibition reflects the amazing richness of the
NPA’s collections which comprise material dating from
1839 to the present day. The exhibition explores four main
themes: employment and travel; notable occasions;
photographic process; and leisure and creativity. Visitors
can also see examples of NPA curatorial/preservation
activities, plans for future projects and a range of historic
photographic equipment. Taking Stock runs until Sunday,
26 May. See page 13 for an outline of the NPA’s upcoming
exhibition programme.

Yeats: the Life and Works of William Butler Yeats
This multimedia, award-winning exhibition explores WB
Yeats’s literary and cultural legacy. As well as providing a
unique opportunity to view manuscripts and memorabilia
generously donated to the NLI by the poet’s family, the
exhibition gives visitors an insight into Irish social, cultural
and political life from the late 1800s to the 1930s. To book a
guided tours of this exhibition, please email learning@nli.ie
Discover your National Library: Particles of the Past
(No 2 Kildare Street)
This is the last chance to see our interactive, multimedia
exhibition. This exhibition enables visitors to take a closer look
at the NLI’s eight million-strong collection. The fascinating
items featured in Particles of the Past provide an insight
into Ireland’s scientific landscape over several centuries.
The exhibition items are as eclectic as they are interesting.
Examples include illustrations for a robot, a spacesuit and a
“thought detection” machine created in the 1930s; a map
of Europe created in the 1500s; a 17th century copy of
The Sceptical Chymist, the seminal work by Robert Boyle
“the father of modern chemistry”; a poster advertising a
19th century quack doctor’s miracle cures. A new exhibition
Homecoming: JFK in Ireland opens at No 2 Kildare Street
from 21 June, followed by Lockout in late August.
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Two members of the gardaí photographed
on O’Connell Street, Dublin in front of
a half-demolished Nelson’s Pillar, which
had just been bombed a few hours earlier.

WB Yeats with
his children
Anne and
Michael.

South-east view of St Patrick’s Cathedral
Dublin, 1958. Taken from the Beranger
Collection.

Upcoming exhibitions

at the NPA

The coming months will see a number of interesting
events and exhibitions taking place at the National
Photographic Archive (NPA) in Temple Bar.
This year’s DIT Graduate Show, which showcases
the immense creativity and talent of final-year
photography students at the Dublin Institute of
Technology School of Media, will afford members of
the public an opportunity to view the work of some
of Ireland’s emerging talent. The exhibition will be on
display from Friday, 31 May to Sunday, 16 June.

Jeanette Lowe, ‘Beach Boys’, 2010 Taylor Wessing
Portrait Photography Prize, National Portrait
Gallery, London.

The NPA is one of a
number of venues
due to exhibit
selected photographic
works as part of
the July festival
programme.
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The annual PhotoIreland Festival represents a
unique opportunity for emerging Irish photographers
to highlight new photographic projects and meet
with international professionals. The NPA is one
of a number of venues due to exhibit selected
photographic works as part of the July festival
programme. The PhotoIreland exhibition will take
place from Friday, 21 June to Sunday, 4 August.
From Thursday, 6 August to Tuesday, 8 October, the
NPA and Pearse House Flats will host Pearse House:
Village in the City, a dually-located exhibition of
compelling photographs and other media work by
Jeanette Lowe. These images provide unique insights
into a vibrant part of inner city Dublin that is home
to one of the city’s oldest communities. An earlier
version of the exhibition was awarded the ‘People’s
Choice Award’ in the PhotoIreland 2012 Festival. The
exhibition will bring a new and unique experience to
the NPA from where, if you choose, you can take one
of the many walking tours to Pearse House, which are
a feature of this exhibition. The exhibition will also
feature a “living archive” where people will be invited
to come and contribute to the Pearse House archive,
to be housed permanently in the NLI and the NPA.
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Bealtaine Festival
at the National
Library of Ireland
The aim of the Bealtaine Festival, Ireland’s biggest collaborative arts festival, is to celebrate
creativity in older age. The festival is organised by Age & Opportunity. This year, the NLI has
a busy month of events and festivities planned.
Thursday, 9 May at 2.00pm:Afternoon Delights
Join us for a tour of our award-winning Yeats
exhibition followed by tea in the Café Joly.
(Discount offered by the café)
Monday, 13 May at 2.00pm: Would you like to
write your memoir and don’t know where to start?
If so, come along to Memories into Memoir: Lecture
with author Irene Graham, an interactive in-depth
lecture and discussion on memoir writing and how
to weave family history into your story.

Translate your life
experience into
memoir.

Wednesday, 15 May, Poetry Reading and Poetry
Writing Workshop
Join Australian poets, Diane Fahey and Ali Cobby
Eckermann for a poetry reading from 1.10pm to 2.00pm.
Diane and Ali will host a poetry writing workshop
from 2.30pm to 3.45pm. No booking required.
Thursday, 16 May at 11.00am and Monday, 20
May at 2.30pm: Have you ever wondered how to
use the NLI? Join us at a free workshop where we
will show you how to get a Reader’s Ticket, how to
search our catalogues, how to order materials and
much more. No booking required.
Thursday, 23 May at 11.00am: Join a member
of the NLI Conservation staff for this workshop
where you will learn how we care for our
collections, and pick up some tips on looking
after your own family papers.
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Unless otherwise stated,
booking is essential for all of our
Bealtaine events. Please email
learning@nli.ie to book
your place.

Important music
During a scoping study
of the NLI’s uncatalogued
music collection, carried
out by RISM Ireland/
DIT researchers, the
team made an important
discovery relating to
the first symphony ever
composed in Ireland –
sections of which were
previously thought to
have been lost forever.

Grand Symphony for Full Orchestra by
Paul Alday, Dublin c. 1816

The NLI would like to thank
Dr Catherine Ferris of RISM Ireland/
DIT who provided assistance with
this research. For additional
information on the Alday discovery,
contact Dr Catherine Ferris:
catherine.ferris@dit.ie
NLI News & Events May – August 2013

discovery
The symphony was written c. 1816 by the Frenchborn composer Paul Alday, who was born c.
1763 and lived in Dublin from 1805 until his
death in 1835. Alday was an active member of
the Anacreontic Society of Dublin, a private
music society which was established to provide
aristocratic amateurs with the opportunity to
perform with professional musicians. He wrote the
Grand Symphony for Full Orchestra especially for
the society.
Until recently, the Royal Irish Academy of Music
library held only incomplete parts of the entire
work. Now, however, as a result of the NLI
discovery of the previously lost parts for trumpets,
timpani, second violin, viola and cello/bass, the
complete symphony is available to the public, thus
enabling the work to be performed again after a
gap of almost 200 years.
The full set of parts was digitally transcribed by
DIT Conservatory of Music and Drama students
in preparation for the first performance of the
symphony since the early 19th century. This took
place on 20 April last during a symposium entitled
The Symphony and Ireland, which was held in
the DIT Conservatory of Music and Drama in
Rathmines, Dublin.
The symphony will be performed again by the
DIT Camerata conducted by Keith Pascoe at the
Gleeson Theatre, DIT Kevin Street on 1 May 2013.
The concert will also include performances by DIT
Chamber Winds and DIT Chamber Brass conducted
by Ciaran O’Connell and Ian Dakin. See www.dit.ie/
conservatory/events/ for details of this concert.
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Large Book Room

Project 2012

The Large Book Room (LBR) Project 2012 was aimed at
providing a detailed survey of the large illustrated books in
the NLI Art Room.
Eilíse McGuane, an art and architectural historian,
was commissioned by the UCD School of Art History
and Cultural Policy to interpret the LBR collection
and provide access for students of the UCD MA in
Art History, and the NCAD MA in Design History
and Material Culture. Students were provided with
guidance on handling and preservation by the NLI
Conservation team, and a joint symposium for
students was held in Newman House, Dublin in
November 2012.
Most of the NLI’s large illustrated volumes on science,
agriculture, zoology, botany, art, architecture and
antiquity originate from the library of the Royal Dublin
Society. Treasures of the zoological collection include
John Gould’s magnificent monographs of exotic birds
and Levaillant’s Histoire Naturelle des Oiseaux de
Paradis (1806). The impressive botanical collection
includes Redouté’s Les Liliacées (1802-16) and unique
volumes of plates from Sibthorp’s Flora Graeca, with
pencil notes from the colourist of the second edition
(1845-47).
These large illustrated books educated students
of the Dublin Drawing Schools in art, architecture
and antiquity. Highlights include volumes of Roman
antiquities by Piranesi, James Stuart’s Antiquities of
Athens and George Richardson’s Book of Ceilings, to
name but a few. Following the completion of the NLI
building in 1890, these large illustrated volumes were
stored in the ‘Large Book Room’, which later became
known as the ‘Architecture Room’, and the ‘Art Room’
after the completion of the east wing in 1925.
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Illustration from Giuseppe Del Medico’s Anatomia
per uso dei Pittori e Scultori, Rome, 1811.

Detail of an illustration from John Gould’s
The Birds of New Guinea and the adjacent Papuan
islands, London, 1875.

Restoring the 13th century
Ormond Collection deeds
A project to conserve and re-house 13th century deeds from the
Ormond Collection is underway generously supported by the
Ireland Funds and the NLI Trust.
The deeds are legal manuscripts that detail the
transfer of land ownership. Most are handwritten in
Latin on parchment and many have wax seals - the
13th century ‘rubber stamp’ - verifying their legal
status. The project was initiated due to the poor
condition of the parchments: many had mould
damage, persistent folds and tears, and the original
wax seals were broken or or had sections missing.

Manuscript before conservation treatment.

After the treatment, the text is now visible.

Conservation of parchment can be a tricky affair!
Full-blown exposure to water can permanently
destroy the parchment as it causes gelatinisation
of the fibre structure, which makes the parchment
translucent and brittle. Controlled humidification
techniques were used to introduce water vapour to
slowly relax the collagen fibres in the parchment.
The original parchment makers would have
stretched the parchment in a frame, drying it like a
drum. While not quite so dramatic, light tensioning
methods, incorporating the use of magnets and
elastics, were also used for these fragile items.
The deeds were then left to dry very slowly under
controlled weight. Missing areas of the deeds
were infilled with a specially sourced thin lamb
parchment. Integral to the original function of the
deeds, the broken seals were consolidated with soft
beeswax repairs, toned with pigments to match the
original colours.
A new housing system made of archival quality
materials was also established for the entire
collection. Scholars can now easily access previously
hidden text by viewing digital images of the
conserved objects in the Manuscripts Reading Room.
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In the
National Library
Recital and lecture on 17th and 18th
century Irish music

On 13 February, Mícheál Ó Súilleabháin,
Professor of Music at the University of Limerick
and internationally known as a composer and
pianist, gave a free public recital entitled
The First Collection of Irish Music, Dublin 1724.
As well as performing a selection of melodies from
the earliest ever collection of Irish music, including
several pieces by the famous 17th-century blind
harper Turlough Carolan, the programme featured
a lecture by Nicholas Carolan, Director of the
Irish Traditional Music Archive in Dublin and RTÉ
and TG4 television presenter, who sketched the
historical and social background to the collection.
Mícheál Ó Súilleabháin and Nicholas Carolan are
photographed on the steps of the National Library
on the evening of the event.

World War One Family History Day

The NLI would like to thank everyone who
contributed to our World War One Family History
Day on Thursday, 21 March. We collected many
interesting and moving accounts of individuals
and families who were involved in World War One.
The stories and memorabilia that were collected
and digitised have been added to the Europeana
1914-1918 online archive. This project is taking
place all over Europe and gives an insight into
how the war affected the lives of ordinary people.
If you would like to explore the World War One
stories collected for this project, visit
www.europeana1914-1918.eu/en
18

Kevin Keogh talks about how World War One
affected his family with Everett Sharp and Josh
Hughes.

The Kitchen Archive

Irish celebrity chef and television personality
Neven Maguire was our guest for another event
in The Kitchen Archive series, which focuses
on how recipes and culinary skills have been
communicated through the centuries in Ireland.
Our guest interviewer on this occasion was
Community Chef Brian McDermott. Neven Maguire
spoke with great passion about learning to cook,
the influence of his mother on his career, working
in restaurants and the philosophy behind his own
restaurant, MacNean House and Restaurant.
We hope to welcome Neven back to the NLI in
the future for some more exciting events.

The Bloomsday Survival Kit

Crowds flocked to the NLI on 12 March for ‘The
Bloomsday Survival Kit’, a unique event featuring
readings from James Joyce’s Ulysses. The readings
specifically focused on Episode 9: Scylla and
Charybdis, which is set in the National Library of
Ireland. In keeping with the lighthearted spirit of
the evening, several members of the audience
participated in the proceedings by reading extracts
from Episode 9.
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Supporting the NLI
Since the foundation of the National Library of
Ireland in 1877, we have enjoyed great support in the
form of financial and material donations which, in
turn, have enabled us to become the world’s leading
repository for Ireland’s history and heritage.
We would like to acknowledge the donation of a group of 1916-related postcards to the
Ephemera Collection by Margaret Donohue that were collected by her Aunt, Kathleen
Hassett. We would also like to acknowledge Senator Jillian van Turnhout’s assistance
with this donation. In September 1915, Kathleen Hassett began her studies at University
College Dublin in St Stephen’s Green, where her lecturers included Thomas McDonagh and
Dr Douglas Hyde. She bought her daily newspaper from Thomas Clarke. In 1916, Kathleen
remained in Dublin over the Easter break to study for end-of-year exams, and she was an eye
witness to the events of Easter 1916.
If you are interested in donating items to the NLI, please contact the Keeper of Archival
Collections, Colette O’Flaherty by telephone at (01) 6030 230 or by email coflaherty@nli.ie.
If you would like to make a financial contribution, donation boxes are available at various
locations in the NLI buildings.
Thank you for your support.
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Calendar of Events
May – August 2013
Thursday, 9 May at 2.00pm

Bealtaine Festival 2013
Tour of the Yeats exhibition
Join us for a tour of our award-winning exhibition followed by
afternoon tea in the Café Joly. (A discount in the café will be
offered to participants of this event).
Booking is essential, email learning@nli.ie

Starting Thursday, 9 May
This nine-week course will run on
Thursdays from 2.30pm – 4.30pm

From History to Story: Creative Writing with Research
Turn your library research into engaging and compelling writing on
this eight-week course with Yvonne Cullen. Start or continue your
researched novels, memoirs, family or local history.
Course fee: €200
Bookings should be made directly with Yvonne Cullen
Email writingtrain@gmail.com or call 086 170 1418

Saturday, 11 May
This five-week course will run on
Saturdays from 2.30pm – 4.30pm

Start to Write at Café Joly with Yvonne Cullen
A five-week “get going” Saturday course to add just the right
amount of inspiration to your summer weekends.
Course fee: €125
Bookings should be made directly with Yvonne Cullen
Email writingtrain@gmail.com or call 086 170 1418

Starting Saturday, 11 May
This nine-week course will run on
Saturdays from 10.45am – 1.00pm
(Dates will not include bank holiday
weekend Saturdays)

Writing Train with Yvonne Cullen at Café Joly
A course for developing writers.
Course fee: €200
Bookings should be made directly with Yvonne Cullen
Email writingtrain@gmail.com or call 086 170 1418

Monday, 13 May at 2.00pm

Bealtaine Festival 2013
Memories into Memoir: Lecture with author Irene Graham
This lecture will kick-start writing your life story, provide a number
of valuable tips on how to translate life experiences into memoir,
and how to weave family history into your stories.
Admission is free. Booking is essential, email learning@nli.ie to
book your place.

NLI News & Events January – April 2013

21

Thursday, 16 May at 11.00am and Monday, Bealtaine Festival 2013
Learn to use the NLI
20 May at 2.30pm
Ever wondered how to use the NLI? Join us at this free workshop
where we will show you how to get a Reader’s Ticket, how to
search our catalogues, how to order materials and much more
All welcome. No booking required.
Thursday, 23 May at 11.00am

Bealtaine Festival 2013
Taking Care of Your Collection
Join a member of the NLI Conservation staff for this workshop
where you will learn how we care for our collections, and pick up
some tips on looking after your own family papers.
Booking is essential, email learning@nli.ie to book your place.

Thursday, 30 May
10.00am – 4.00pm

Bealtaine Festival 2013
JFK in Ireland: share your History
Visit us at the NLI and bring your memorabilia relating to President
John F Kennedy’s visit to Ireland in 1963.
Full details of this project on page 8.
Booking is essential. Email learning@nli.ie to book your place.

Thursday, 6 June at 7.00pm

Flat-share in Fleet Street: WB Yeats leaves home
Join Michael Ashe SC QC for a talk reflecting on six months of
Yeats’s life when he first left the parental home, lived with other
young poets, embarked on his first love affair and wrote some
beautiful poetry. All welcome, no booking required.

Thursday, 13 June at 7.00pm

‘WB Yeats and Florence Farr: The Reluctant Muse’
A talk by Professor Anthony Roche, UCD School of English, Drama
and Film. Join us for the evening of Yeats’s birthday where Professor
Roche will discuss the relationship between Yeats and Farr, the
speaking of his poetry to the playing of the psaltery, and their
collaboration in the theatre. All welcome. No booking required.

Sunday, 16 June
Noon – 6.00pm

Bloomsday at the National Library
Visit the NLI to celebrate James Joyce in the library where he
studied, wrote and set part of Ulysses. Join us in the NLI Seminar
room at 2.00pm for a talk by Dr Gerard Dineen entitled Our
Continental Writer: James Joyce and the literature of Europe.
Visit our beautiful Reading Room where part of Ulysses is set.
Enjoy performances of Joycean music performed in our
Front Hall and listen to extracts of Ulysses. All welcome.
No booking required.

Starting 22 June
This five-week course will run on
Saturdays from 2.30pm – 4.30pm

Start to Write at Cafe Joly with Yvonne Cullen
A five-week “get going” Saturday course to add just the right amount
of inspiration to your summer weekends.
Course Fee: €125
Bookings should be made directly with Yvonne Cullen.
Email writingtrain@gmail.com or call 086 170 1418
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Monday, 24 June at 7.00pm

JOYCED!
This one-woman show performed by Katie O’Kelly and written
by Donal O’Kelly takes us on a tour de force of Joycean Dublin,
catapulting the audience through the year which Joyce would later
make famous in Ulysses.
No booking required. Admission: €10 (payable at the door).

Wednesday, 26 June at 7.00pm

Everlasting Voices: WB Yeats, Poetry, Music, Passion
and Politics.
A lecture by William Brooks, Professor of Music at York University
and Emeritus Professor at the University of Illinois followed by a
performance by Sound-Weave: actor Nuala Hayes and clarinettist
Paul Roe.
William Butler Yeats considered the performance of poetry to be
an intrinsically aural art and explored the ‘chanting’ of poetry –
alone, in chorus, and as accompanied by a psaltery. Inspired by
Yeats, William Brooks and Sound-Weave explore these theories in
an entertaining event that includes both lecture and performance.
Following the introductory talk, Sound-Weave presents Brooks’
composition, Everlasting Voices, which explores the intersection
of Yeats’s ideas with his lifelong fascination with Maud Gonne,
drawing from poems, plays, and letters.
Admission: €10 (payable at the door)
Email: learning@nli.ie to book your place.

Friday, 28 June

Photography Summer School, Temple Bar
Seminar on the NPA’s Photojournalism Collections
Speakers will include Irish Independent Photo Editorial Support
Manager, Michael Hinch; photo archivist Anne-Marie Kilfeather,
and retired Irish Independent photographer Tom Burke.
For booking information, please check www.nli.ie for
further details.

July Children’s Events

Tall Tales and Deadly Drawings
Children’s Events
Please check www.nli.ie for information on children’s events in July.

Thursday, 4 July at 6.30pm

The Fifth Province: County societies in Irish America –
exhibition launch
Join us for the launch of The Fifth Province exhibition in the Front
Hall followed by a talk by exhibition curators Dr Miriam Nyhan and
Dr Marion Casey. Admission free. No booking required.

July and August

Genealogy Summer Talks
Please check www.nli.ie for information about genealogy talks that
will be taking place during July and August.

Many of our events are free. If you would like this to continue, you can support our Events Programme
by making a donation. Donation boxes are located throughout the NLI buildings.
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National Library of Ireland
Kildare Street, Dublin 2
T +353 1 603 0200
info@nli.ie
www.nli.ie
Opening hours:
Monday – Wednesday
Thursday – Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Open bank holidays

9.30am to 7.45pm
9.30am to 4.45pm
9.30am to 4.30pm (Reading Room closes at 12.45pm)
1.00pm to 5.00pm (exhibitions only)
12.00pm to 5.00pm (exhibitions only)

National Photographic Archive
Meeting House Square, Temple Bar, Dublin 2
T +353 1 603 0373
npaoffice@nli.ie
www.nli.ie
Opening hours
Monday – Saturday
Sunday

10.00am to 5.00pm (exhibitions only)
12.00pm to 5.00pm (exhibitions only)

The NPA Reading Room is open from Tuesday to Thursday between 10.00am and 1.00pm
and Thursday afternoon from 2.30pm to 4.30pm by prior appointment only.

Free admission
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Join our mailing list at:
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