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The Library’s Seminar Room will shortly play host to a series of performances of four of WB
Yeats’ plays – At the Hawk’s Well, On Baile’s Strand, The Only Jealousy of Emer and The
Death of Cuchulain.
Collectively known as the Cuchulain Cycle, they were written between 1900 and 1939,
and are described by the series’ director Conor O’Malley as ‘masterpieces of the Englishspeaking theatre, containing some of the most beautifully wrought poetic language’.
The plays’ themes are similar to those which dominate Yeats’ poetry: the purpose of life and
death, the significance of beauty and love, the place of action and commitment, heroism and
idealism, in human destiny.
At the Hawk’s Well deals with age and major existential questions such as ‘what is the
purpose of life?’ Man’s struggle against the Fates drives the monumental On Baile’s Strand.
The nature of love and the nature of beauty are the two main themes addressed in The Only
Jealousy of Emer, while images of the dying poet’s “circus animals” predominate in Yeats’
extraordinary dream play The Death of Cuchulain.
As far as Conor O’Malley is aware, this may be only the third occasion on which the
entire Cuchulain Cycle has been performed in Dublin. For this reason, and because the
performances coincide with the Library’s exhibition Yeats: the life and works of William
Butler Yeats, the series will be a unique event and is likely to prove very popular with the
general public.
At lunchtime on Wednesday 27 September, Thursday 28 September and Friday 29
September, there will be performances of At the Hawk’s Well and The Only Jealousy of Emer.
On Monday 27 November, Tuesday 28 November and Wednesday 29 November, audiences will
have an opportunity to see early-evening performances of all four plays in the Cuchulain Cycle.
Tickets for the September lunchtime performances cost €6; tickets for early-evening
performances (commencing at 6.30pm) cost €10. To make a booking, call 01-6030 346/277.
Tickets may also be purchased at the door.

Michael Yeats, son of WB
Yeats, pictured in silhouette
at the launch of the Library’s
major new exhibition Yeats:
the life and works of William
Butler Yeats.

National Library Events
Library Late

NPA exhibition

The featured writers for the May, June and July ‘Library Late’ public
interviews were Anne Enright, Eavan Boland and Joseph O’Connor;
they were interviewed by RTÉ presenter and producer Kay Sheehy
and Irish Times journalist Hugh Linehan.

On 11 July, the Minister for Transport, Mr Martin Cullen, TD
opened the Poole’s Photographic Stores: photographing Waterford
exhibition at the National Photographic Archive in Temple Bar. He is
photographed here with Aongus Ó hAonghusa, Director, National
Library of Ireland.

Anne Enright in conversation with Hugh Linehan at the May event.

Official opening of Yeats: the life
and works of William Butler Yeats
exhibition

Eavan Boland answering questions from a member of the audience at the June
‘Library Late’.

On 25 May, the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism, Mr John O’Donoghue TD,
opened the Library’s major new exhibition Yeats: the life and works of William Butler
Yeats. He is photographed here with from left Aongus Ó hAonghusa, Director,
National Library of Ireland; Michael Yeats, son of the poet, and Gerard Danaher SC,
Chairperson of the Board of the National Library of Ireland.

Kay Sheehy, Joseph O’Connor and National Library of Ireland Board member Margaret
Toomey photographed at the reception held after the July event.

Harpist Denise Kelly addressing the Reading Room audience at the launch of the
Yeats’ exhibition.

Children’s events at the Library
To complement the acclaimed exhibition, Yeats: the life and works of
William Butler Yeats, the Library organised a summer programme of exciting

educational events for children. These took place over seven Saturdays in
July and August and included poetry and storytelling for the over-fives and
creative workshops for older children.
In devising the events programme, the Library aimed to provide a point
of access for young children and their families to Yeats' work and to the
exhibition. The format of the events was especially fitting to their theme: the
poetry and storytelling sessions reflected Yeats' interest in oral folklore and
his belief that poetry should be read aloud, while the creative workshops
served as a reminder of the rich artistic legacy of the Yeats family.
Younger children (and their parents!) were spellbound by the tales of
storytellers Jack Lynch, Toby Kinsella and Liz Weir and by the poetry of Kate
Newmann and Terry McDonagh, while children aged eight and over had great
fun exploring Yeats' poetry and drama through art and creative writing.
For example, at the first creative workshop – led by artist Margot Jones – the
group took their inspiration from Yeats’ poem ‘The Lake Isle of Innisfree’ and
imagined what their own secret island would look like before creating a model
of it using such diverse materials as cardboard, fabric, paint and sand. The
resulting islands were spectacular, and although more contemporary than the
island envisaged by Yeats (an elaborate lighthouse replaced the ‘small cabin
of clay and wattles’; a pink ice-cream shop supplanted his ‘nine bean rows’),
the interest and enthusiasm of the participants illustrated how the theme of
the poem endures and retains great relevance for children today.
The education programme will continue during term-time with a range of
activities for children at primary and post-primary level. We will also be
facilitating a series of events for life-long learners and there will be further
workshops during the October mid-term break. Information about all of
these can be obtained from our website (www.nli.ie/yeats) or by contacting
a member of the exhibition staff at 01-603 0277 or 01-603 0346.

A Life in Relief
2006 marks the centenary of the death of Michael Davitt, one of the
leading Irish political figures of the 19th century.
Recently, the Library was pleased to acquire Brendon Deacy’s A Life
in Relief - a ‘novel without words’ which comprises 65 linocut images
and offers a visual biography of Davitt’s life and work.
The foreword to A Life in Relief (written by Nobel Prize Laureate John
Hume) describes Davitt as one of the most original thinkers amongst
Irish nationalists of his day and the first Irish politician to successfully
make the transition from the physical force tradition to democratic
politics. To this transition, writes Hume, he added the radicalism of
industrial England and a bond forged with Irish-America. Davitt’s
political and social concerns extended beyond Ireland – his was a
global viewpoint rather than a local one.
In his biography of Davitt, historian TW Moody describes him as
a nationalist, labour leader, democratic reformer, humanitarian,
internationalist, fearless critic and arduous educator of the national
movement. “No public figure commanded greater respect and
affection among the Irish masses than the ‘father of the Land
League’”, Moody notes.
The powerful directness of the linocuts in A Life in Relief – with
their apparent simplicity and connotations of folk art – illustrates
Davitt’s own humble origins and experiences of poverty, eviction
and emigration.

In 1855, Michael Davitt went to work in a local cotton mill. There,
when aged 11, he lost an arm in an industrial accident. At the age of
19 he joined the Irish Republican Brotherhood (IRB). Imprisoned in
1870, Davitt spent seven years under harsh conditions in Dartmoor
Prison.
In 1879 he founded the Land League of Mayo. With the support
of Charles Stewart Parnell, the Land League became a national
organisation. In 1881, together with Patrick Egan, Davitt played a key
role in supporting the establishment of the Ladies’ Irish National Land
League – one of the earliest women’s political organisations in Ireland.
The support that Davitt brought to the Land League as a result of
his earlier involvement with the Fenians was essential to its success.
Indeed, it helped the organisation to achieve one of its key aims - that
of altering the relationship between Irish tenants and their landlords.
This altered relationship was manifested in the Land Law (Ireland) Act
of 1881 (which Davitt described as a “mortal blow at Irish landlordism”);
it also manifested itself in the Arrears of Rent Act (1882).
Throughout his life, Davitt’s public speeches and writings were
regarded as highly influential. He was the author of six books
including Leaves from a Prison Diary (1885), Speech Delivered by
Michael Davitt in Defence of the Land League (1890) and The Fall of
Feudalism, or the story of the Land League Revolution (1904).
A Life in Relief is a significant addition to the Library’s holdings of

contemporary Irish book arts and printmaking.
Born in Straide, Co Mayo in 1846, he experienced the hardships of
rural Ireland during the Great Famine of 1845-49. In 1850, his family
emigrated to England, following their eviction from their small tenant
farm. They settled in Haslingden, 17 miles north of Manchester.

All images are copyright of the artist.

An exhibition of prints by Brendon Deacy from A Life in Relief
will run in the Linenhall Arts Centre, Castlebar, from 1 to 30
September 2006, and the Dunamaise Arts Centre, Portlaoise
from 6 October to 31 October 2006.

A Life in Relief
Déantar comóradh i mbliana 2006 ar chéad bliain ó bhásaigh
Michael Davitt, duine de na príomhpholaiteoirí Éireannacha a mhair
sa 19ú haois.
Tá lúcháir ar an Leabharlann go bhfuair muid A Life in Relief le
Brendon Deacy ar na mallaibh. ‘Úrscéal gan focail’ atá ann ina bhfuil
65 íomhá a rinneadh trí ghreanadh lionóile agus a chuireann i láthair
beathaisnéis fhísiúil de shaol agus de shaothar Davitt.
Cuirtear síos ar Davitt sa réamhrá in A Life in Relief (a scríobh John
Hume, buaiteoir Dhuais Nobel) mar dhuine de na smaointeoirí ba
chruthaithí i measc náisiúntóirí Éireannacha a linne agus mar an
chéad pholaiteoir Éireannach ar éirigh leis aistriú ó thraidisiún an
fhórsa fhisiciúil go polaitíocht dhaonlathach. Scríobhann Hume
go raibh raidiceas Shasana tionsclaíche agus dlúthnasc le Gaeil
Mheiriceá mar chuid d’aistriú Davitt; ba leithne ná comhthéacs na
hÉireann amháin an tsuim a bhí ag Davitt i gcúrsaí polaitiúla agus
sóisialta – léargas domhanda a bhí aige seachas léargas áitiúil.
Sa bheathaisnéis a scríobh sé faoi, cuireann an staraí TW Moody síos
ar Davitt mar náisiúntóir, ceannaire ar an lucht oibre, leasaitheoir,
daonchara, idirnáisiúntóir, critic neamheaglach agus oide don
ghluaiseacht náisiúnta. Tugann Moody le fios nach raibh aon duine
eile a bhí i mbéal an phobail Éireannaigh ar léiríodh an oiread
céanna ceana agus measa air agus a léiríodh do ‘athair Chonradh
na Talún’.
Tá cumhacht ina dhírí agus atá na greantaí lionóile in A Life in Relief.
Tá cuma na simplíochta orthu agus cosúlacht acu leis an ealaín
tuaithe, rud a léiríonn an tús íseal a bhí ag Davitt sa saol, mar aon leis
na heispéiris a bhí aige ar an mbochtanas, díshealbhú agus imirce.
Rugadh Davitt sa tSráid i gContae Mhaigh Eo i 1846. Mhair sé trí
chruatan an tsaoil tuaithe in Éirinn le linn an Ghorta Mhóir 1845-49.
Sa bhliain 1850, d’imigh a theaghlach ar imirce go Sasana i ndiaidh
gur dísealbhaíodh iad óna bhfeirm bheag tionónta. Lonnaigh siad in
Haslingden, 17 míle ar an taobh thuaidh de Mhanchain.

Sa bhliain 1855, chuaigh Michael Davitt ag obair i muileann áitiúil
cadáis. Is ansin, nuair a bhí sé 11 bliain d’aois, a baineadh a lámh
de i dtimpiste tionsclaíoch. Nuair a bhí sé 19 bliain d’aois, chuaigh
sé isteach i mBráithreachas Phoblacht na hÉireann (IRB). Cuireadh
Davitt isteach sa phríosún sa bhliain 1870 agus chaith sé seacht
mbliana faoi choinníollacha crua i bPríosún Dartmoor.
Bhunaigh sé Conradh na Talún i Maigh Eo sa bhliain 1879. Le tacaíocht
ó Charles Stewart Parnell, rinneadh eagraíocht náisiúnta de Chonradh
na Talún. Sa bhliain 1881, in éineacht le Patrick Egan, bhí ról lárnach
aige ag tacú le bunú Chonradh Talún Náisiúnta Éireannach na mBan,
a bhí ar cheann de na chéad eagraíochtaí ban in Éirinn.
Bhí an tacaíocht a thug Davitt isteach i gConradh na Talún mar gheall
ar a pháirtíocht i ngluaiseacht na bhFíníní ní ba luaithe riachtanach
chun go n-éireodh leis. Chuidigh sé, leoga, leis an eagraíocht ceann
de na príomhaidhmeanna a bhí aige a bhaint amach, is é sin an
caidreamh idir tionóntaí Éireannacha agus a dtiarnaí talún a athrú.
Léiríodh an caidreamh athraithe sin in Acht an Dlí Talún (Éire) de chuid
1881 (ar chuir Davitt síos ar mar “mortal blow at Irish landlordism”);
léiríodh freisin é san Acht um Riaráistí Cíosa (1882).
Le linn a shaoil, measadh go raibh an-tionchar ag oráidí poiblí agus
scríbhinní Davitt. Scríobh sé 6 leabhar lena n-áirítear Leaves from a
Prison Diary (1885), Speech Delivered by Michael Davitt in Defence
of the Land League (1890) agus The Fall of Feudalism, or the story of
the Land League Revolution (1904).
Is suntasach é don Leabharlann A Life in Relief a fháil le cur
lena bailiúchán d’ealaíona leabhar agus de dhéanamh priontaí
comhaoiseacha Éireannacha.
Is ag an ealaíontóir atá an cóipcheart do gach íomhá.

Beidh taispeántas de phriontaí le Brendon Deacy ó A Life in
Relief ar siúl in Ionad Ealaíon an Línhalla, Caisleán an Bharraigh,
1-30 Meán Fómhair, 2006, agus in Ionad Ealaíon Dunamaise, Port
Laoise, 6-31 Deireadh Fómhair, 2006.

Colman Doyle - a silent witness
Colman Doyle, widely acknowledged as one of the most important
Irish photographers of the 20th century, was also probably
Ireland’s first documentary style photographer – acclaimed for
his iconic portraits of political leaders, sporting heroes and
literary figures, as well as for his photographs of islanders and
ordinary folk in Kerry and throughout the island of Ireland.
In July, at an event held in the National Photographic Archive, he
officially presented his entire photographic collection (comprising
25,000 images and representing almost 60 years of his career as
a photographer) to the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism, Mr
John O’Donoghue, TD on behalf of the Library.
During the course of his career as a photographer with the Irish
Press and Paris Match, Doyle served as a silent witness to a wide
range of political events. For example, he had unprecedented
access to Charles J Haughey, a personal friend whom he
photographed regularly. He is also renowned for his portraits
of other Irish political figures, politicians, and the Library’s
collection contains many memorable images of President Éamon
de Valera, President Cearbhaill Ó Dalaigh, Sean Lemass and
Jack Lynch, and of visiting dignitaries and heads of state
including Pope John Paul II, John F Kennedy, Richard Nixon,
Princess Grace of Monaco, and Margaret Thatcher.

As a sports photographer, he acquired a huge reputation for
his action shots of GAA matches and horse races. He was
also acclaimed for his photographs of Olympic athletes, having
attended every Olympic Games from 1984 to 2000 inclusive.
As well as chronicling major historical events on the island of
Ireland, the collection provides fascinating vignettes of Irish
life from the 1950s to the 1990s, covering topics ranging from
emigration from Ireland to changes in daily life in Ireland and
on the Blasket Islands. This latter aspect of the collection is in
stark contrast to his photographs of daily life in Northern Ireland
during the 1970s and 1980s – a period during which he recorded
countless behind-the-scenes images of political meetings and
street violence.
Most of the 25,000-item collection acquired comprises negatives;
the balance (approximately 2,000 items) comprises photographic
prints.
Work on cataloguing the Colman Doyle Collection will begin later
this year. When completed, it will provide an invaluable resource
for researchers in Ireland and further afield.

Profile: Dónall Ó Luanaigh,
Keeper of Collections 1993 – 2006
On 2 June 2006, Dónall Ó Luanaigh, Keeper of Collections, retired
from the National Library of Ireland.
His colleagues will miss not only his unequalled knowledge and
understanding of the Library collections, but also his diplomacy,
kindness and good humour. For many readers, archivists, librarians
and members of the book trade, in Ireland and abroad, Dónall
epitomises all that is good about the National Library. It is an indication
of the esteem in which he is held that amongst those present at his
retirement party were his friends Andrew Phillips (formerly of the
British Library) and Stephen Griffin (whose ongoing donation of IrishAmerican material constitutes a most valuable addition to the Library
collections); they travelled from London and Boston respectively.
A native of Galway, Dónall studied at Coláiste Iognáid in that city,
and later at Mount St Joseph’s College, Roscrea. Having completed
his BComm and MA degree (in French) at University College Galway,
Dónall joined the staff of the Library on 9 December 1963, at which
point the post of Director was held by Richard J Hayes, remembered
for his remarkable contribution to Irish bibliography, notably his
editorship of Manuscript Sources for the History of Irish Civilization
(Boston; GK Hall, 1965. 11 vols).
Until 1968, Dónall worked in the Department of Printed Books as a
cataloguer, and – after a period of six months in the Genealogical
Office, then situated in Dublin Castle – from 1969 to 1973 as Periodicals
Librarian, in which capacity he compiled the fourth edition of the Union
list of current periodicals and serials in Irish libraries (1972). After
studying for the Diploma in Archival Studies at University College Dublin,
he moved to the Department of Manuscripts, where he edited the threevolume Supplement to Manuscript Sources for the History of Irish
Civilization (Boston; GK Hall, 1979. 3 vols), a work of permanent value,
for which researchers in many areas of Irish studies owe him thanks.
He was appointed Keeper of Manuscripts in 1976, and became
Keeper of Printed Books in 1982, later becoming Keeper of
Collections in 1993. Many generous donations came to the Library
during his stewardship, highlights being the papers of Harry Kernoff,
donated by his sister Lina, and the remarkable collection of material
relating to women’s suffrage and the Irish independence movement
donated by Andrée Sheehy Skeffington. Undoubtedly, Dónall’s
diplomatic manner, scholarship and quiet determination have helped
to persuade many potential donors that the National Library was
indeed the appropriate home for their archive.
From its inception in 1989, Dónall was involved in the NEWSPLAN
project, which is concerned with the crucial work of recording and
preserving Irish newspapers. From 1976 to 1982 Dónall served as
Honorary Secretary of the Business Records Committee of the
Irish Manuscripts Commission, and from 1983 to 1991 as Honorary
Secretary of the National Library of Ireland Society. He continues to
be an active member of the Executive Committee of the Society.
Among the many friends and colleagues whom Dónall remembers are
Edward MacLysaght (the Library’s first Keeper of Manuscripts); Neasa
Ní Shéaghda, whose work on the Catalogue of Irish manuscripts in
the National Library of Ireland has earned her the eternal gratitude of
Celtic scholars; Thomas P O’Neill, Library colleague and biographer
of de Valera; Sir John Ainsworth (Inspector of Manuscripts); Dr
Patrick Henchy, Director from 1967 to 1976, and Alf MacLochlainn,

Director from 1976 to 1982. Subsequent Directors Michael Hewson,
Patricia Donlon, Seán Cromien, Brendan O Donoghue and, in the
present day, Aongus Ó hAonghusa have all benefited from Dónall’s
support, erudition, and clear-minded counsel.
Following in the long and honourable Francophile tradition of the
Library, Dónall has a particular interest in Franco-Irish relations, a
subject on which he has published many articles (in the Capuchin
Annual, Éire-Ireland, Études Irlandaises, the Irish Sword and
elsewhere) and to which he intends to devote much time in the
future. He has also written several articles dealing with aspects of
Galway history.
In 1969, Dónall married Mary Walsh, whom he first met when
they were students in Galway. Mary is Dónall’s mainstay, his ‘dear
companion in many wanderings’ (to borrow the words of Robert
Lloyd Praeger), and theirs is the very epitome of a happy marriage.
They have five children and two grandsons, the latter particularly and
vociferously enjoying Dónall’s retirement party in the Library.
In his various posts, Dónall has supervised many Assistant Keepers
and Library Assistants. I have had the privilege for most of my years
in the Library of working with Dónall in the area of book acquisitions,
and I have constantly admired the broad range of his expertise,
which encompasses not only the almost infinite area of printed
books, but also newspapers, periodicals, photographs, prints,
drawings, and manuscripts. (Among his lesser-known talents are an
ability to improvise monologues in the style of Leopold Bloom and a
capacity to find analogues for distinguished contemporary figures in
the classic English novels, particularly those of Anthony Powell and
PG Wodehouse.) He is a kind and perceptive man, who has always
encouraged, and consulted with, his younger colleagues. He has
invariably been generous with his time and expertise, and in imparting
his unparalleled knowledge of the collections. On behalf of several
generations of Library staff, I would like to take this opportunity to
thank Dónall for being such an understanding, conscientious and
courteous manager, colleague and friend, patience by no means the
least of his virtues.
Gerard Long
Assistant Keeper I – Department of Printed Books

The National Library of Ireland Society is a voluntary support
group, which aims “to assist and support the National Library
in the maintenance and expansion of its services and the
improvement and protection of its status as the National Library
of Ireland.” It arranges an annual programme of lectures on
topics of Irish interest in a variety of subject areas including
history, literature and current affairs; it organises an annual
outing to historic houses and other venues, and it provides an
opportunity for interested persons to support the Library at a
crucial phase in its development.

This October, Dubliners travels to Greece. The exhibition,
which is taking place at the ATHINAIS Gallery in Athens, is
being organised by the Irish Embassy in Athens as part of a
wider programme of Irish events. Additional information on
the ATHINAIS programme of events is available on the Gallery
website www.athinais.com.gr.

The Eviction: A Scene from Life in Ireland

On 14 June last, the Society held its Annual General Meeting,
after which short story writer Claire Keegan (one of the brightest
new talents on the Irish writing scene), read one of her works
entitled ‘Walk the blue fields’. The respondent at this highly
successful event was Dr Declan Kiberd, Professor of Anglo-Irish
Literature and Drama, University College Dublin.
The Society’s annual outing in June to Counties Westmeath
and Offaly was a great success. It included a visit to Tullynally
Castle, with a guided tour of the house and gardens by Thomas
Pakenham; a tour of Clonmacnoise, and a late-evening tour of
Fore Abbey in County Westmeath.
One of the highlights of the Society’s Autumn/Winter programme
is a lecture entitled From Wireless to Web 1916-2006: Easter
Week and Irish Broadcasting to be given by Brian Lynch, RTE,
on Wednesday 27 September.
On 18 October Professor L Perry Curtis Jnr will give a lecture
entitled And the Walls Come Tumbalin’ Down – The Battering
Ram and Irish Evictions, 1880-1890. (This page carries a short
article by Professor Curtis on the theme of evictions.)
On 22 November Dr Anne Dolan, Lecturer in Modern History at TCD
will give a lecture entitled Commemorating the Irish Civil War.
Details of upcoming Society events can be found on the Library
website www.nli.ie.
Lectures and other events begin at 7pm and take place in the
Library’s Seminar Room.

Membership Rates
Ordinary Membership
OAP Membership
Student Membership
Corporate Membership

€25 p.a.
€15 p.a.
€10 p.a.
€1,000 p.a.

(by invitation only)
Members of the Society are entitled to a 10% discount in the
Joly Café and in the Library shop.

Contacting us
For further information on the NLI Society, please contact:
The Secretary, NLI Society, National Library of Ireland,
Kildare Street, Dublin 2. Email: nlisociety@nli.ie

Address for correspondence:
Sandra McDermott, Hon Secretary,
National Library of Ireland Society, Kildare Street, Dublin 2.
Tel: 01-603 0227 Email: smcdermott@nli.ie

National Photographic Archive Exhibitions
Dubliners, a unique photographic record of life in the city at
the turn of the last century (a period immortalised in the literary
works of James Joyce) first opened at the National Photographic
Archive (NPA) in Temple Bar in 2001. Three years later, due to
popular demand, the NPA decided to mount a second showing;
this exhibition also proved extremely successful, attracting record
numbers of visitors, including tourists and Joyce aficionados,
many of whom had travelled to Dublin to take part in the
Bloomsday centenary celebrations.
In March of this year, Dubliners travelled to the National Art
Gallery in Sofia, Bulgaria; that event was held to mark the
opening of Ireland’s new embassy in Bulgaria.

The Eviction: A Scene From Life in Ireland.

The National Library has recently acquired a large lithographic
print entitled The Eviction: A Scene From Life in Ireland,
published in New York in 1871.
The original work is by the American artist William Henry Powell
(1823-79) who was based in New York and spent most of his
career painting portraits and historical scenes. One of his bestknown paintings, De Soto Discovering the Mississippi (1854) hangs
in the rotunda of the US Capitol Building in Washington DC.
The print, produced for the Irish-American market, was published
by Robison and Mooney, which was located on Nassau Street,
New York, as were its better known rivals Currier & Ives; the
latter published many prints on Irish subject matter aimed at the
market of over three million Irish people who had emigrated to
the United States during the second half of the 19th century.
In the main eviction scene, the viewer’s attention is drawn to
the central figure of a dying father and husband lying on a bed
of stones and surrounded by family and friends in sentimental
poses. The bare-headed parish priest, wearing a stole, lifts his
eyes to heaven as he administers the last rites; among the chief
mourners is the soldier son who has returned from the Crimean
War without one arm. Behind, and to the right of the priest,
a second eviction is unfolding. Another male tenant lies half
upright on the ground while a swooning woman (presumably his
wife) is being carried out of the house.
Framed by two rows of houses in the background, four or five
of which have been unroofed, the principal actors form a semicircle of sorrow and anger around the moribund man. The twenty
stanzas at the bottom of the print describe this tragic scene that
not only harkens back to the Famine but also anticipates the
coming land war.
The wealth of detail in this recently acquired lithographic print
makes it a fine addition to the Library’s collection of visual
materials relating to the land question and agrarian unrest in
Ireland; moreover, it is a particularly good illustration of the
interest in, and perception of, such issues in the United States.
Comments and suggestions on NLI News should be addressed to
Ciara McDonnell. Email: cmcdonnell@nli.ie

www.daracreative.ie
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