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Dublin-born pianist and composer John Field
gave his first public concert in 1792 at the age of
He left Ireland for London with his family in 1793,
he studied piano with Clementi. By the age of eighteen
established virtuoso on the London concert scene, and over
he achieved huge acclaim in cities across Europe.
Field is probably best known as a composer for
His works for the instrument include concertos, sonatas and
his most celebrated accomplishment is the creation of the
compositions in this form were to make great impressions on
Romantic piano composers, most notably Chopin.
Field never returned to Ireland after 1793, yet he is without
recognised as the most distinguished composer that this country
produced. Although there is no evidence for some scholarsʼ
that Fieldʼs early music was composed in Ireland, some experts
that his rondo on the air ‘Go to the Devil and shake yourself’,
here, is a possible candidate.
It is one of approximately twenty thousand items currently
catalogued by music librarian Emma Costello as part of
National Libraryʼs new Music Library Project, which was launched
recently. It is hoped as part of this project that the Library will be
able to develop its collections of music by Field and other, less wellknown, Irish composers.
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Go to the Devil & shake yourself: a favorite Irish dance arranged as a
rondo for the pianoforte / [attributed to John Field]. London: Broderip
and Wilkinson, [1797?].

Recent National
Library Events

Dr Éilis Ní Dhuibhne, Assistant Keeper,
National Library, who was recently elected
to Aosdána.

Aosdána Election
John O’Donoghue TD, Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism, and
Brendan O Donoghue, Director, National Library, at the opening in March of
Féile in the National Photographic Archive, Temple Bar.

We extend our congratulations to Éilis Ní Dhuibhne, Assistant
Keeper I, on her election in February to the ranks of Aosdána.
Aosdána is an affiliation of artists, engaged in literature, music
and the visual arts. It was established by the Arts Council
in 1983 to honour those artists whose work has made an
outstanding contribution to the arts in Ireland.
Membership of Aosdána, which is by peer nomination and
election, is limited to 200 living artists at any one time, who
have produced a distinguished body of work that is original and
creative. Éilis has published four collections of short stories, four
novels, five books for children, two plays and much non-fiction.
Her novel The Dancers Dancing was one of six short-listed for
the Orange Prize in Britain in 2000.

Ms Patricia Carr Biczynski, of Dallas, Texas, recently presented the Library with
an autograph book, compiled by her father, John Joseph Carr, while he was
interned in Ballykinlar in 1921. Pictured with Ms Carr Biczynski are, (right) Dónall
Ó Luanaigh, Keeper - Collections, National Library and John Farrell, Preservation
Officer, National Library, whose father was also in Ballykinlar.

On publication of The Pale Gold of Alaska, and other stories,
John Kenny had this to say: "Ní Dhuibhne deftly achieves the
snapshot-of-life effect vital to the story form. In a literary world
where so many pursue above all else the glories of the novel,
writers like Ní Dhuibhne who have stamina for stories are vital."
(Times Literary Supplement October 20, 2000)

Staff promotions
The National Library is pleased to announce the following staff
promotions.
Gerard Lyne, formerly Inspector of Manuscripts has been
appointed Keeper – Manuscripts
Catherine Fahy, formerly Education Officer has been appointed
Keeper – Special Programmes
Gráinne Mac Lochlainn, Assistant Keeper II and Curator of the
National Photographic Archive has been appointed Assistant
Keeper I
Joanna Finegan, Assistant Keeper II with responsibility for the
Prints & Drawings Department has been appointed Assistant
Keeper I
Éilis Ní Dhuibhne, Assistant Keeper II Manuscripts Department
has been appointed Assistant Keeper I
Avice-Claire McGovern, Temporary Assistant Keeper II has
been appointed to a permanent Assistant Keeper II post.
Sandra McDermott, Senior Library Assistant has been
appointed Assistant Keeper II (Acting)

Bloomsday
Centenary 2004
James Joyce met his future wife, Nora Barnacle, on 10 June 1904, and
was immediately smitten. He first ʻwalked outʼ with her on 16 June 1904,
a date that he later immortalised in his famous novel Ulysses.
In the novel, Joyce gave a vivid account of life in Dublin on that
day, revolving round the stories of three central characters, Stephen
Daedalus and Leopold and Molly Bloom. The novel opens with Stephen
in the early morning at the Martello Tower in Sandycove, and ends with
Bloomʼs return home and Mollyʼs small hours reverie. During the course
of the day Stephen and Leopold move around Dublin and encounter
many interesting characters, including some in the National Library.
On Bloomsday, 16 June each year, celebrations including readings,
re-enactments and performances from Ulysses take place in various
locations throughout Dublin as well as in an increasing number of cities
around the world.

Mr Chris Flynn, Principal Officer, Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism (left)
and Professor John Turpin, National College of Art and Design viewing a
selection of the James Joyce Manuscripts in the National Library in May 2002.

Already, interest in Irelandʼs plans to celebrate the centenary of
Bloomsday is very keen, with a huge number of enquiries being received
from Joycean scholars abroad. Interest in Irelandʼs celebrations has
been further heightened by the Libraryʼs acquisition at a cost of €12.6
million of a very large collection of previously unknown James Joyce
manuscripts, notebooks and workbooks – a significant number of them
relating to Ulysses.
As part of the 2004 Bloomsday Centenary Celebrations, the Library will
be organising a major exhibition on James Joyce. As well as featuring
materials on the life of Joyce, it will also explore the workings of Ulysses
and how it relates to the Dublin of 1904.
Up until now, the National Library has had very limited exhibition
facilities. These are mainly restricted to the entrance hall and a small
room in the main Library building in Kildare Street. For the Joyce
Exhibition however, we plan to use the ground floor of the refurbished
National College of Art and Design building, adjoining the main Library
building, as an extensive exhibition area. Visitors will enter through the
main door of the Library, as Joyce himself so often did, and walk through
the late Victorian ambiance of the 1890s building, which remains largely
unchanged since Joyce used it, to reach the new exhibition area. A
planning application for the necessary infrastructure works was made
in April 2003 and, subject to the grant of permission the large new
exhibition area is expected to be ready by Easter 2004.
The exhibition will be aimed at a wide audience ranging from schoolchildren to scholars. For the uninitiated there will be numerous
opportunities to engage with Joyceʼs writings and get to grips with why
he is considered such a national treasure.
Because Ulysses is acknowledged as the pre-eminent work of literature
of the 20th century and because James Joyce is second only to
Shakespeare in terms of the number of published studies of his work,
the exhibition is expected to generate huge interest among Irish and
international audiences. For this reason it will run for a period of several
months – from May to December 2004.

Pictured at a press conference in the National Library in May 2002 to
announce the purchase of the The Joyce Papers 2002 from left; Professor
Michael Groden, Dr Tony Scott, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the
National Library of Ireland, Ms Síle de Valera, TD Minister for Arts, Heritage,
Gaeltacht and the Islands and Brendan O Donoghue, Director, National Library
of Ireland.

Sketches of an observation balloon deployed
along the Western Front during the First World
War, but also used for home defence purposes.

The Mansfield Papers

One of the National Libraryʼs most recent acquisitions,
the Mansfield Papers, a rich repository of materials
relating to the history of the Catholic landed gentry as well as
the history of Irish landed estates, is now available to researchers.
Among the treasures in this collection is a complete set of correspondence,
ther obvious treasure, and provide hitherto unknown information about this
well-respected author.
The estate and family papers of the Mansfield family of Morristown Lattin,
Co Kildare and their related families span a period of almost 400 years
from the late 16th century onwards. The collection, comprising about
150 boxes, was acquired on loan by the National Library in 1985 and
purchased in 2002.
The Mansfield family claims descent from the Mansfields of
Nottinghamshire in England, a branch of whom settled in Ireland
during the reign of Henry II. Sir Rodolphus Mansfield received grants
of land in counties Armagh, Derry, Waterford, Cork and Limerick.

Notice signed by Winston Churchill, Secretary
of State for War, in appreciation of the gallant
and distinguished services of Henry Marie
Lattin Mansfield during the First World War. (1
March 1919)

Throughout the turbulent years of the 17th and 18th centuries the family
remained Catholic, but succeeded in holding on to only part of the original
Waterford estate. They moved to Kildare at the end of the 18th century
when John Mansfield inherited a portion of the Yeomanstown property of the
Eustace family. Subsequently, the Mansfields increased their land holdings in
Tipperary and Waterford through various marriages to families including the
Woulfes of Drumdowney, Co Kilkenny and the Lattin family.
The Lattin family were descendants of an Anglo-Norman family, who probably
settled in Ireland during the reign of King John. The Lattin family estates
were centred in an area around Naas, Co Kildare. Like the Mansfields, the
Lattins used marriage alliances to strengthen their hand in rural Kildare, and
intermarried with the Alcocks, Ferralls, Eustaces and Snows.
Elizabeth Snow married the last male descendant of the Lattins and brought
with her sizeable properties in counties Kilkenny and Waterford. Her husband,
Patrick Lattin, was educated in France and chose to live there, preferring a life
of intellectual fulfilment to a life of landlordism in rural Ireland.
Of special interest to researchers will be the writings of Patrick Lattin; his notes
on history and literature, and several boxes of material relating to the family
of dʼAudebard de Ferussac, a French noble family who intermarried with the
Mansfields towards the end of the 19th century.

Framed silhouette of Patrick Lattin

Páipéir MansfieldTá Páipéir Mansfield, ceann de na nithe is déanaí atá faighte ag an Leabharlann Náisiúnta, taisce
shaibhir ábhar a bhaineann le stair na n-uaisle Caitliceach chomh maith le stair na n-eastát in Éirinn,
ar fáil anois do lucht taighde.
I measc na seoda sa bhailiúchán seo tá sraith iomlán chomhfhreagrais, a thugann léargas ar an
mbealach a dʼfheidhmigh bainistíocht eastáit i rith an dara leath den 19ú hAois, tréimhse buaice
dʼúinéireacht talún in Éirinn. Is seoid fhollasach eile iad comhfhreagras agus scríbhinní Patrick Lattin,
agus tugann siad eolas, a bhí faoi cheilt go dtí seo, ar an údar mór le rá sin.
Réimsíonn páipéir eastáit agus teaghlaigh theaghlach Mansfield as Morristown Lattin, Co. Chill Dara
agus a dteaghlaigh ghaolmhara tréimhse de bheagnach 400 bliain ó dheireadh an 16ú haois ar
aghaidh. Fuair an Leabharlann Náisiúnta an bailiúchán, atá comhdhéanta de isteach agus amach le
150 bosca, ar iasacht i 1985 agus cheannaigh é in 2002.
Maíonn teaghlach Mansfield gur de shliocht Mansfields Nottinghamshire i Sasana iad, ar lonnaigh
brainse díobh in Éirinn i rith réimeas Anraoi II. Fuair Sir Rodolphus Mansfield deontais talún i
gcontaetha Ard Mhacha, Dhoire, Phort Láirge, Chorcaí agus Luimnigh.
I rith na mblianta corracha sa 17ú agus san 18ú haois dʼfhan an teaghlach ina gCaitlicigh, ach níor
éirigh leo ach cuid dʼeastát Phort Láirge a choinneáil. Dʼaistrigh siad go Cill Dara ag deireadh an
18ú haois nuair a fuair John Mansfield cuid de mhaoin Yeomanstown theaghlach Eustace le huacht.
Mhéadaigh na Mansfields a ngabháltais talún i dTiobraid Árann agus i bPort Láirge ina dhiaidh sin trí
phóstaí éagsúla isteach i dteaghlaigh lena n-áirítear Woulfes Drumdowney, Co. Chill Chainnigh agus
teaghlach Lattin.
Ba de shliocht theaghlach Angla-Normanach teaghlach Lattin, a lonnaigh in Éirinn, is dócha, i rith
réimeas Rí Seán. Bhí eastáit teaghlaigh mhuintir Lattin lárnaithe sa cheantar timpeall ar an
Nás, Co. Chill Dara. Ar aon dul leis na Mansfields, bhain na Lattins úsáid as cleamnhnuithe pósta
chun a seasamh a neartú faoin tuath i gContae Chill Dara, agus bhí póstaí eatarthu féin agus na
Alcocks, Ferralls, Eustaces agus Snows.
Phós Elizabeth Snow an fear deiridh de bhunadh na Lattins agus thug sí maoin mhór i gcontaetha
Chill Chainnigh agus Phort Láirge léi. Oileadh a fear céile, Patrick Lattin, sa Fhrainc agus roghnaigh
sé a shaol a chaitheamh ansiúd, óir bʼfhearr leis comhlíonadh intleachtúil ná saol an tiarna talún
faoin tuath in Éirinn.
Beidh suim speisialta ag lucht taighde i scríbhinní Patrick Lattin; a chuid nótaí ar stair agus ar
litríocht, agus tá roinnt boscaí dʼábhar a bhaineann le teaghlach dʼAudebard de Ferussac,
teaghlach uasal Francach a raibh pósadh eatarthu agus na Mansfields
i dtreo dheireadh an 19ú haois.

Letters Patent of King James II to Martin Hore
granting him lands in County Waterford. 10
December 1685. Four membranes (parchment/
vellum)
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Improving access to the National
Library’s music collections
Printed music can be a valuable research tool, not just in the areas
of music history or performance, but also in broader fields such as
bibliography, social history, politics, cultural and even economic history.
The collections held by the National Library of Ireland not only illustrate
the musical tastes of previous generations, or trace the development of a
particular musical form or genre, but can also reveal useful data about a
wide range of historical topics – from the condition of the Irish publishing
and printing industry, to the growth of nationalism.

1. Quadrille on Irish airs or Dublin quadrille / by
J. T. Stone. London: Brewer & Co., [18-?].
Colour illustration on front wrapper of
Sackville St. Dublin, inscribed J. Brandard
and M & N Hanhart.
2. Croppies Lie Down: a favourite Irish song.
London: Bland & Weller’s, [ca 1798].
3. The Wand’ring Sailor: a much admir’d new
song in the Summers Amusement /
[composed by Samuel Arnold]. Dublin:
Published by Anne Lee, [ca 1780].
4. String Quartet in E flat / E. J. Moeran.
Kent: Novello, ca 1923.
5. Petite Suite Irlandaise: d’après des airs ancien
de la collection Petrie / pour piano a quatre
mains par Swan Hennessy. Paris: E. Demet,
ca 1909. Piano duets based on tunes from
The Petrie Collection of the Ancient Music of
Ireland (1855).
6. Pat Malloy / words by Dion Bourcicault (sic);
arranged by John P. Cooke.
New York: W.A. Pond & Co., ca 1865.
7. Five songs from James Bernard Fagan’s
Pepysian comedy “And so to Bed” /
composed and arranged by Herbert Hughes.
London: Boosey & Co., ca 1926.
8. Three Waltzes for piano (op. 178) / Charles
Villiers Stanford. London: Swan, ca 1923.

As readers of the Spring 2003 issue of NLI News may recall, the
National Library plans to develop its music collections so that they can
become the basis of a national archive of Irish composers. This archive
will be of considerable interest to performers and music researchers as
well as the general public who have not been exposed to this music in
any substantial way.
As part of the new project the Library has appointed a music librarian,
Emma Costello, who will be responsible for cataloguing, rehousing and
providing guidance on its Irish music collections – primarily 18th and
19th century music in the western classical tradition.
Two of the main collections are currently recorded on card catalogues,
which can be consulted in the main Reading Room. These are the Joly
Music Collection comprising more than 6,000 items of printed music
from the Jasper Joly Donation, and the Additional Music Collection
comprising over 13,000 items. Both of these collections are particularly
rich in printed music of the late 18th and early 19th centuries, and
include examples of both folk and “classical” or art music, composed or
published in Ireland. It is envisaged that both collections will eventually
be searchable on the Libraryʼs computerised catalogue. Priority is
being given, however, to the sorting, cataloguing and rehousing of the
considerable amount of uncatalogued printed music held in the Library.
A considerable number of works of Irish musical interest are to be found
among this backlog, including works by Irish composers or composers
resident in Ireland; works with an Irish subject or theme; works published
or printed in Ireland and those published abroad by Irish publishers/
printers; material donated or previously owned by an Irish person
It is hoped that the majority of this previously untapped resource will be
searchable on the Libraryʼs online catalogue by Summer 2004.
In May 2003 a dedicated Catalogue of Music was added to the Libraryʼs
website www.nli.ie. Material is searchable under a number of headings
including composer, title, publisher, and date. As the Music Library
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Project is still at a very early stage, researchers should
continue to consult the main online catalogue and the printed
card catalogues until the retrospective cataloguing projects
are complete.
The Library is keen to identify gaps in its collections. The
compilation of a list of Irish composers and their main
works is underway and is due for completion in September
2003. The list will then be cross-checked with the Libraryʼs
holdings and material will be acquired to expand the
collections where necessary.
Although the music collections are particularly strong in
18th and 19th century music, there is a lack of material
from the 20th century, particularly in the area of recent
popular music. A new General Music collection is to
be created, which will include music published since
1920. Publications from before that date will remain
in the existing Additional Music collection. While the
Library currently receives items published in Ireland
under legal deposit legislation, a significant amount
of music by Irish singers and groups is published
abroad. It will be the aim to purchase such items
where possible.
The first phase of the Music Library Project
will result in the creation of a music collection
which reflects the extent and diversity of music
in Ireland, as well as providing better access
to the collections via an online catalogue. Issues that will
be
considered in the future include the digitisation of the collections, and the
acquisition of audio-visual material, including sound recordings.
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Building and
Development
Programme
During the closure of the National Library in February
2003 administrative and other staff relocated to newly
refurbished premises in No 4 Kildare Street from the
east wing of the main Library building. This relocation
marks an important stage in the Libraryʼs building
programme and means that work can now start on
developing the east wing and the former National
College of Art and Design building, adjacent to the
main Library, as a public exhibition space.
In April the Office of Public Works applied for planning
permission from Dublin City Council for the further
development of the National Library and the former
NCAD. The proposed works are exhibition enabling
works, and include the partial demolition of the 1920s
extension to the Library and construction of a public
lobby and café with a new lift shaft to serve three
floors of the NCAD building, including the exhibition
floor.
The inaugural event in this new space will be an
exhibition on the work of James Joyce. It will be
timed to coincide with the 2004 Bloomsday Centenary
celebrations. (See details on page 2). The Office of
Public Works are currently inviting applications from
contractors who wish to be considered for inclusion
on a panel from which tenders will be invited for this
project.

No 4 Kildare Street, administrative headquarters of the National Library.

As mentioned in the Spring issue of NLI News
the security systems in No 5 Kildare Street were
upgraded and a new sprinkler system was installed to
allow this building be used as a secure storage area.
During February, unsorted manuscripts collections
were relocated here from No 2 Kildare Street in order
to create space in the Manuscripts Department for the
the Clonbrock Papers, Doneraile Papers, OʼHara
Papers, Piaras Beaslai Papers and the Clements,
Conyngham and Dopping Hempenstal manuscripts.
Access between the manuscript storage area in No 5
and the Manuscripts Reading Room in Nos 2/3 is now
vastly improved since No 4 Kildare Street is linked
internally at a number of levels to the buildings on
either side.
Update:
We are pleased to report that An Bord Pleanála has
granted planning permission to the National Library
for the development of the east wing and central
block. Dublin City Council originally granted planning
permission in July 2002 but this was appealed to
An Bord Pleanála by the Royal College of Physicians.

The National Library of Ireland Society arranges
an annual programme of lectures and has, in the
past, funded films, publications and other Library
projects. New members are always welcome. Annual
membership costs €12.70.
This yearʼs AGM will take place at 7pm on Thursday
12 June in Buswells Hotel, Molesworth Street and will
be followed by a poetry reading by Moya Cannon. If
you would like further information, please contact the
Hon Secretary, National Library of Ireland Society,
Kildare Street, Dublin 2.
Tel: (01) 603 0230. Email: nlisociety@nli.ie

On-Line Resources
Configuration work continues on the Libraryʼs
new web catalogue, with a view to enhancing the
searching features available. As part of this work,
an Irish publisher index has been introduced as an
option in the Books and Periodicals catalogue. This
allows the user to input the name of a publisher and
retrieve a sortable list of titles. Further similar work is
planned to give the online catalogue the functionality
of an online Irish national bibliography. Also working
towards this objective, the Library is reviewing the
effectiveness of its acquisitions policy. For an online
bibliography to work, comprehensiveness of coverage
and timeliness of cataloguing are vital.
Additional terminals for accessing the Libraryʼs
web catalogue have been introduced into the main
Reading Room. Terminals to access a range of online
and CD-ROM services are also being introduced into
the Reading Room and into the Genealogy Reference
Room.
Bibliographical records for some 15,000 18th century
and earlier books have been added to the online
catalogue in recent weeks. Records for a further
20,000 similar books and pamphlets are currently
being loaded. As a result of this work, many extremely
rare Irish items can be searched for online including
early items in the Dix collection of Dublin and
provincial town imprints.
The Library is committed to reviewing the
effectiveness of its plans to convert its catalogues
and indexes to online form. The aim is to substantially
increase the number of information sources available
in electronic form in the Libraryʼs various Departments
including prints, photographs and manuscripts, as well
as books. It is also planned that a substantial increase
in the numbers of items digitised should follow the
review of digitisation currently in progress.

The Joyce Papers 2002
The Joyce Papers 2002 are now available for
consultation on a dedicated computer screen in the
Manuscripts Reading Room. Photographic images
of a selection of pages and covers from the collection
may also be consulted. Access to the computer
screen is generally limited to two-hour periods, which
may be extended depending on the number of people
seeking access on a particular day. Access may be
reserved in advance by contacting the Manuscripts
Department.

Access to the original manuscripts is not being
provided at the moment, partly due to ongoing
conservation work. The situation is, however, being
kept under review. Only scholars with very clear
and convincing reasons will be considered for such
access. Applications by such individuals, setting
forth their field of interest and the specific reason
for their request, should be made to the Keeper of
Manuscripts.

Contacting Us
National Library of Ireland
Tel:
+353 (0) 1 603 0200
Fax:
+353 (0) 1 676 6690
Email:
info@nli.ie
Website: www.nli.ie
Comments and suggestions on NLI News should be
addressed to Sandra McDermott. Tel: (01) 603 0227
Email: smcdermott@nli.ie

Forthcoming Exhibitions
The summer exhibition in the National Photographic
Archive in Temple Bar will be based on a series of
images taken by the Lawrence Studios of eviction
scenes throughout Ireland during the 1880s. They
represent the first Irish documentary photographs
of a protest campaign that received widespread
coverage in the press and they were an unusual
departure from the usual picture postcard scenes
generally associated with the Lawrence Studios.

Michael Connell’s home, Moyasta, County Clare. (R1767)

Special Offer
For a limited period only the National Library
bookshop is offering a special discount on selected
titles. Choose three books from among the titles
listed below and get one free!
The Brocas Collection €5
Brocas Prints €3
Into the Light €7
Images of Erin €3
The Irish Face €3
The National Library of Ireland €2
(Eason Heritage Series)
For information about other special offers please ask
our shop staff or contact them at
Tel: 603 0357, Fax: 676 6690, Email: shop@nli.ie
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