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The first lecture in the National Library of Ireland Society’s Autumn/Winter
programme will mark the centenary of Patrick Kavanagh’s birth. The lecture
entitled ‘Patrick Kavanagh’s Collected Poems: the Centenary Edition’
will be given by Kavanagh’s biographer Antoinette Quinn and will take
place on 23 September. This will be the Society’s inaugural lecture in the
new seminar room, which was officially opened by the Minister for Arts,
Sport and Tourism, Mr John O’Donoghue on 14 June.
Kavanagh was a frequent reader in the Library. The Library holds a
comprehensive collection of Kavanagh’s published work, including first
editions of Ploughman and Other Poems (1936), The Green Fool
(1938), The Great Hunger (1942), Tarry Flynn (1948), and C o m e
Dance with Kitty Stobling (1960).
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We would like to take this opportunity to thank Dr Peter Kavanagh,
the poet’s brother, who has, over the years, generously donated to
the Library many limited edition books published by the Peter
Kavanagh Hand Press in New York. These include his biography
Patrick Kavanagh 1904-1967: a life chronicle (2000), The
Complete Poems of Patrick Kavanagh (2001), Lough Derg:
Special Edition for the Prior of Lough Derg (2003) and
Patrick Kavanagh: Lectures on poetry given at University
College Dublin, in 1958 (2004).
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Other items held by the Library include The Garland of Erica
(1938), a very rare pamphlet compiled by John Gawsworth, (pseudonym of
Terence Ian Fytton Armstrong) and containing a poem by Kavanagh. This copy is
signed by Kavanagh and Gawsworth, and came from the collection of Alan Clodd,
legendary bibliophile and founder of the Enitharmon Press. The Library also has a
full run of Kavanagh’s Weekly (1952), and a comprehensive collection of critical
and biographical works.

Recent National Library Events
Launch of James Joyce and Ulysses
at the National Library of Ireland and
new exhibition facility
The Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism, Mr John O’Donoghue, TD
officially opened the Library’s new exhibition facility and its inaugural
event James Joyce and Ulysses at the National Library of
Ireland on 14 June.
The new visitor facility includes not only state-of-the-art exhibition
rooms, but also a new café, shop and seminar room. The exhibition is
the largest ever to be hosted at the Library and is expected to attract
an attendance of over 130,000 during its initial run.

Live video link-up with Sydney
Australia Bloomsday Celebrations
British novelist Toby Litt; Professor Jean-Michel Rabaté of the University of
Pennsylvania; Professor Rosa Maria Bollettieri of the University of Bologna, and
Pulitzer Prize-winning poet Paul Muldoon were among a group of six poets, writers
and academics who gathered at the Library on Bloomsday to take part in a live
roundtable discussion with their counterparts in Sydney on the topic of ‘Joyce’s use of
language to liberate the concept of boundaries and frontiers’. The discussion took
place via a live video link-up. Technical support and other assistance for this event
were provided by HEAnet. Photograph courtesy of Robin Grace.

Pictured at the opening were Mr Aongus Ó hAonghusa, Acting Director, National
Library of Ireland; Mr John O’Donoghue, TD, Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism, and
Dr Seamus Heaney, Nobel Laureate.

Launch of Faithful Departed and A
Bloomsday Postcard
The official opening of Fadographs of a Yestern Scene, a special Joycean-themed
exhibition to coincide with the Bloomsday Centenary, was the setting for the launch of
two books which illustrate some of the everyday scenes of city life that are depicted in
James Joyce’s Ulysses. The two books, Faithful Departed by Kieran Hickey and A
Bloomsday Postcard by Niall Murphy, were launched by writer and journalist Frank
McDonald, who is pictured here with Aongus Ó hAonghusa, the Library’s Acting
Directors, and Niall Murphy.

Joyce scholar Senator David Norris hamming it up in the re-created workspace, one of
the highlights of the current exhibition.

Launch of Ulysses Unbound: A
reader’s companion to James
Joyce’s Ulysses
Library staff members Dr Eilis Ní Dhuibhne and Margaret Toomey who gave a series of
readings at the reception to mark the official opening of the new exhibition facility and
its inaugural event. (All photographs courtesy of Gary O’Neill).

Joyce scholar Terence Killeen’s latest book Ulysses Unbound: A reader’s companion to
James Joyce’s Ulysses was launched at large gathering of literary figures and Joycean
experts in the Library’s Main Hall on 6 July by author John Banville, who is pictured
here with Terence Killeen and Dr Tony Scott, Chairman, Trustees of the National Library
of Ireland.

A Joycean Scrapbook
The collections of the National Library of Ireland offer a uniquely rich
resource of all kinds of material, from manuscripts and newspapers
to prints, drawings and fascinating ephemera. These collections
have been extensively used in the exhibition ‘James Joyce and
Ulysses at the National Library of Ireland’, delighting visitors as
they help to bring life to Joyce’s Ulysses and the writer’s creative
process.
The accompanying book, Joycean Scrapbook draws together a
selection of the images used, allowing visitors to take a reminder of
the exhibition home. It is divided into two sections, pre and post
1904, reflecting the importance of that pivotal year in the writer’s
creative and personal life. In June of 1904, James Joyce met the
Galway woman with whom he would spend the rest of his life, Nora
Barnacle. By October of that year, they had resolved to leave
Ireland together, and sailed away to make a new life in continental
Europe. Thereafter, Joyce spent his life between various European
cities, most notably the three which are listed after the conclusion
of the final episode of Ulysses – Trieste, Zurich and Paris.
Between his departure from Ireland with Nora at the end of 1904
and his death in 1941, Joyce returned to Dublin on only a few
occasions, and not at all after 1912. It was also in 1904 that
Joyce’s first work as a creative writer was published; short stories
that later became part of the collection Dubliners were published
in The Irish Homestead, and a number of Joyce’s poems
appeared in Dana and The Venture.
The first section of the book focuses on
Joyce’s early years, and illustrates selected
aspects of his life, and of the city and
country in which he grew up, between 1882
and 1904. These include the popular culture
of his native city, particularly music, and
political events in Ireland mediated through
political cartoons and ephemera.

The Venture: An Annual of Art and Literature, 1904,
in which ‘Two songs’ by James Joyce appeared.

The second section of the book
concentrates on material illustrating Joyce’s
life, works and some of the historical
backdrop against which he wrote from the
James Joyce with Clovis Monnier, father of
Adrienne Monnier, who published the French
end of 1904 until his death in 1941 and – a
translation of Ulysses.
little – beyond. It includes imagery relating
to the complex publishing history of Joyce’s
work, and focuses particularly on the genesis and dissemination of
Ulysses, the novel that reflected and refracted the world of his
youth.

Announcement of the
French Translation of
Ulysses, published by
La Maison des Amis des
Livres in 1929.

Throughout the “scrapbook”, the captions accompanying the images
highlight and make explicit the connections between the images
presented, on the one hand, and Joyce’s life and work, particularly
Ulysses, on the other. In general, however, text has been kept to a
minimum, allowing the visual material to speak for itself. This
collection of eclectic, diverse, surprising and sometimes
disconcerting images should add another dimension to the
experience of readers already familiar with Joyce’s work. Just as
importantly, it is also hoped that some of the material in this
scrapbook might encourage those who have not yet done so to
engage with the work of one of the most remarkable of writers.

The Connemara Album
In January of this year the National Photographic Archive acquired
the Connemara Album, an extremely beautiful item and a very
important source for researchers interested in the socio-economic
history of the west of Ireland at the end of nineteenth century.
The photographs were taken in 1892 by Major Rutledge Fair for
James Hack Tuke in Connemara. Both men were deeply involved
in trying to improve the lot of people living in the west of Ireland
who were suffering from extreme poverty. They concentrated their
efforts in the Poor Law Unions of Clifden, Galway and Westport.

Tuke was a well-known figure in political circles as a result of his
work during the Famine of 1845-49. His reports on the situation in
the area influenced the government’s support of schemes to
alleviate the people’s suffering. His work culminated in his
involvement in the creation of the Congested Districts Board.
In the early 1880s Tuke was involved in administering Stateassisted emigration for families from Connacht to America and
Canada. He was very aware of the fact that in the past emigration
had deprived families of their breadwinners, and he believed that
only those families who could look after themselves should be
assisted in their efforts to emigrate.

I mí Eanáir na bliana seo fuair an Chartlann Náisiúnta
Grianghrafadóireachta an Connemara Album, mír álainn agus
foinse an-tábhachtach do thaighdeoirí a mbeadh spéis acu i stair
socheacnamaíoch iarthar na hÉireann ag deireadh an naoú céad
déag.

iarrachtaí faoiseamh le linn an Ghorta ó 1845-49. Bhí tionchar ag
na tuairiscithe a thug sé ar chúrsaí sa cheantar ar thacaíocht an
Rialtais do scéimeanna a laghdódh an méid a bhí á fhulaingt ag na
daoine seo. Tháing deireadh lena chuid oibre leis an mbaint a bhí
aige le bunú Bhord na gCeantar Cúng.

Is é an Maor Rutledge Fair a ghlac na grianghraif i 1892 do
James Hack Tuke i gConamara. Bhí baint mhór ag an mbeirt fhear
san iarracht le saol na ndaoine a bhí ina gcónaí in iarthar na
hÉireann agus a bhí ag fulaingt ó bhochtanas uafásach a
fheabhsú. Dhírigh siad a gcuid iarrachtaí ar Ghrúpaí Dhlí na
mBocht sa Chlochán, i nGaillimh agus i gCathair na Mart. Bhí
aithne mhór ar Tuke sa saol polaitiúil mar gheall ar a chuid

Go luath sna 1880adaí bhí baint ag Tuke le heisimirce le cabhair
Stáit a riaradh i gcás teaghlach as Connacht a chuaigh go Meiriceá
agus Ceanada. Bhí a fhios aige go maith gur beag maitheas a bhí
in eisimirce do theaghlaigh roimhe sin, agus chreid sé nár cheart
cúnamh a thabhairt ach do theaghlaigh a bheadh in ann breathnú
amach dóibh féin agus iad ag imeacht ar imirce.

He also believed that assisted emigration was not an exclusive
remedy for the west of Ireland and, in 1887, he was involved in
government discussions about a state-funded means of improving
living conditions and prosperity in Ireland. The Congested Districts
Board, created in August 1891, reflected many of his views and led
to the establishment of industries such as fishing and textiles in
designated areas.

The Connemara Album photographs capture the people of the
area in their daily activities – turf gathering, fishing, building a new
pier, children at school – among other subjects.
The National Photographic Archive is delighted to have received
this donation from Jocelin Winthrop-Young, and we hope to have
it fully catalogued and available for consultation within the coming
months.

Tuke’s involvement in the Congested Districts Board makes the
acquisition of the Connemara Album all the more interesting, as it
complements the Congested Districts Board collection already held
by the National Photographic Archive as well as the copies of
Tuke’s publications which are held in the Library’s Printed Books
collection.

Chreid sé freisin nach leigheas iomlán a bhí in eisimirce le cabhair
stáit d’iarthar na hÉireann agus, in 1887 bhí sé páirteach i bplé
rialtais faoi bhealach le coinníollacha maireachtála agus
rathúlachta a fheabhsú in Éirinn le maoiniú stáit. Léirigh Bord na
gCeantar Cung a bunaíodh i 1981 go leor dá chuid tuairimí agus
mar gheall air bunaodh tionscail mar iascaireacht agus obair
teicstíle i gceantair ainmnithe.
Tá an Connemara Album níos spéisiúla fós mar gheall ar an
mbaint a bhí ag Tuke le Bord na gCeantar Cung, de bhrí go
gcuireann sé le bailiúchán Bhord na gCeantar Cung atá i seilbh na
Cartlainne Náisiúnta Grianghrafadóireachta cheana féin agus
cóipeanna dá fhoilseachán, atá i mbailiúchán Leabhair Phriontáilte
na Leabharlainne.

Tá muintir na háite le feiceáil i ngrianghraif an Connemara Album
agus iad i mbun a gcuid oibre ó lá go lá – ag bailiú mhóna, ag
iascaireacht, ag tógáil céibh nua, leanaí ag an scoil – i measc
ábhar eile.
Tá ríméad ar an gCartlann Náisiúnta Grianghrafadóireachta an
bronntanas seo a fháil ó Jocelin Winthrop-Young, agus táimid ag
súil go ndéanfar catalóg iomlán de agus é a bheith ar fáil lena
fhéachaint sna míonna amach romhainn

This drawing of Marie O’Neill playing Deirdre in Deirdre of the Sorrows is by “Bay” of Dublin.

Drama in the Library
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Formed from the Irish Literary Theatre (founded by WB Yeats,
Edward Martyn and Lady Gregory) and WG Fay’s Irish National
Dramatic Company, the Abbey Theatre opened its doors for the
first time on 27 December 1904. Both resilient and controversial
throughout its history, the Abbey has continued to develop new
Irish writing and theatrical productions as well as re-examine
existing plays and present works from world theatre to Irish
audiences.
One hundred years after the first Abbey production, the National
Library of Ireland will celebrate the centenary of the theatre with
an exhibition of material drawn from the Library’s own rich
collections.
The Library’s many associations with the Abbey are probably best
known through the literary papers of figures associated with the
theatre, including those of George Moore, JM Synge, Sean
O’Casey and WB Yeats. However, this exhibition, which will run in
the National Photographic Archive in Temple Bar from 12
November 2004 to 28 February 2005, will provide the Library with
an opportunity to display visual material from it’s Photographic,
Ephemera, and Prints and Drawings collections, some of which
will be on show for the first time.
The National Photographic Archive’s own Abbey Theatre
Photograph Collection, which was donated by the theatre, is a
fascinating record of productions in the Abbey. Visitors to the

exhibition will have the opportunity to view significant moments
and figures in the theatre’s history captured in it. The vast majority
of items in the collection are black and white publicity
photographs, particularly for the period 1920s to 1950s. It
includes productions of Juno and the Paycock, The Plough and
the Stars, The Whiteheaded Boy, Forget-Me-Not, The
Country Dressmaker, Moon in the Yellow River and Shadow
and Substance. The images feature a wealth of actors including
FJ McCormack, Denis O’Dea, Cyril Cusack, Bríd Lynch and
Phyllis Ryan.
There is also a series of very fine character portraits of many of
the leading actors of the early decades of the Abbey Players,
such as Barry Fitzgerald, Arthur Shields, Eileen Crowe, MJ Dolan
and Ria Mooney. The collection also contains some images of the
Abbey Company on tour in London (c. 1916), on Inis Meáin
(1965) and in Italy in the 1960s.
Over a period of 40 years, diarist, theatregoer and architect
Joseph Holloway (1861-1944) amassed a vast collection of
theatre programmes, posters, playbills, prints and drawings
covering an astounding array of Irish theatres, entertainment
venues, theatrical figures and productions. Shortly before his
death in 1944 he donated the collection to the National Library
and it is now held in the Library’s Ephemera, Prints and Drawings
and Manuscripts Departments. Visitors to the exhibition will have
the unique opportunity to view this reunited material on display.
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Collaboration between the Abbey Theatre and other artists is
evidenced in a poster advertising the 1942 production of The
Playboy of the Western World by JM Synge, with settings
and costumes designed by Sean Keating RHA. Among the
particularly rare items which will be on view are the advance
publicity notice and opening night posters for the Abbey Theatre
from 1904, and posters for the first Abbey Theatre productions of
Faith Healer by Brian Friel in 1980, and Observe the Sons of
Ulster Marching Towards the Somme by Frank McGuinness
from 1985. Other notable material included is taken from the
collection of posters, photographs and other theatre-related
material donated to the Library in 1994 by Mary Cusack, wife of
the actor Cyril Cusack.
Prints and drawings of Abbey players, productions and writers
which will go on display will include original drawings by AE
(George Russell), Ben Bay and John Butler Yeats, as well as
cartoons by “Mac”, Pyke and Grace Gifford, the wife of Joseph
Mary Plunkett. Also included will be one of the architectural plans
for the original Abbey Theatre (destroyed by fire in 1951) drawn
for Miss AEF Horniman by Joseph Holloway as well as an early
proof for the Abbey Theatre logo by Elinor Monsell.
In addition to material generously donated by Joseph Holloway,
Mary Cusack and the Abbey Theatre itself, the exhibition will
include new Library acquisitions from 2004, thus illustrating the
continuing associations between the National Library of Ireland
and the National Theatre of Ireland to the present day.

1. Arthur Shields playing Christy Mahon in Playboy of the Western World
by JM Synge.
2. Brian Higgins, Bríd Lynch and Labhrás Ó Gallchóir in a 1949 production of The
Country Dressmaker.
3. The traditional Christmas Pantomime was given an Irish flavour by the Abbey
Theatre, as the poster from this 1965 production of Emer agus an Laoch shows.
4. Poster for the Abbey Theatre’s production of Sean O’Casey’s The Plough and the
Stars at the Brooklyn Academy of Music.

‘DUBLIN’S BEST READ CUP OF COFFEE’

Monday 14 June 2004 was a red-letter day for the National
Library. It marked the official opening of James Joyce and
Ulysses at the National Library of Ireland, the largest and
most important exhibition in the organisation’s 127-year history,
and it also marked the launch of our new visitor facility, which
includes state-of-the-art exhibition rooms, a new café, shop and a
seminar room.

The Joly Tearoom is open from 10 a.m. each day, closing at
7.30pm Monday to Wednesday, at 5pm on Thursdays and Fridays
and at 12.30pm on Saturdays, serving hot food and salads as
well as hot drinks and sandwiches. The overall emphasis is on
healthy Mediterranean-style home-cooked food that is designed
to appeal to all ages. Menu offerings for vegetarians and coeliacs
are plentiful too.

Not surprisingly given the large number of visitors that the
exhibition is attracting, business in the new shop is very brisk. In
addition, although the floor area here is not much bigger than the
floor area in the original shop in the Main Hall, the sales volumes
being achieved in the new location are several times greater.
According to the Bookshop Manager, Francis Carroll, Joycerelated material has been flying off the shelves and this has
presented a challenge for the shop’s staff members in terms of
trying to keep up with customer demand. The big sellers continue
to be the three new publications A Joycean Scrapbook, Ulysses
Unbound and A Bloomsday Postcard, while items such as the
2005 calendar, commemorative postcards and bags featuring the
exhibition logo are also selling extremely well.
Located just across the corridor from the bookshop is the new 48seater Joly Tearoom, which is proving very popular with visitors to
the Library as well as with people who live or work in the city
centre.
The franchise for this operation was awarded to Maeve and
Ciaran Reid, who founded the Brambles restaurant chain 15
years ago.

Manager Francis Carroll is photographed here with
bookshop staff member Bernie Metcalfe.

The National Library of Ireland Society is a voluntary
organisation which aims “to assist and support the National
Library in the maintenance and expansion of its services
and the improvement and protection of its status as the
National Library of Ireland.” It provides an opportunity for
interested persons to support the Library at a crucial phase
in its development.
The Society’s Annual General Meeting was held in
Buswells Hotel on 10 June 2004. It was followed as by a
poetry reading by Dennis O’Driscoll.
The Annual Outing for Society members took place on
Saturday 26 June. A most successful day included a visit to
Roscrea Heritage Centre, Damer House, Birr Castle and
Gardens, and St Brendan’s Cathedral in Clonfert.

Recent Library publications
The third in a series of Joyce-related books, Faithful
Departed, was launched in June. Written by Kieran
Hickey and published by The Lilliput Press in association
with the National Library of Ireland, it features images by
the Lawrence Studio photographer Robert French. The
book allows us to view Dublin, as Joyce would have
experienced it at the turn of the twentieth century.
French’s streetscapes in particular capture the everyday
lives of people from all strata of society, and create
realistic illustrations of the tenor of daily life in the city
during James Joyce’s early years.

Forthcoming exhibitions at the
National Photographic Archive
Photographic Society of Ireland

The first event in the Society’s Autumn/Winter lecture
programme will take place at 7pm on Thursday 23
September when Antoinette Quinn will give a lecture to
mark the centenary of the birth of Patrick Kavanagh
entitled Patrick Kavanagh’s Collected Poems: The
Centenary Edition. This will be the Society’s inaugural
lecture in the Library’s new seminar room.
Dr David Murphy’s lecture ‘The Arctic Fox – The Life of
Sir Francis Leopold McClintock’ will take place at 7pm on
Thursday 28 October and Diarmuid Whelan’s lecture on
the Sheehy-Skeffington collection in the Department of
Manuscripts will take place at 7pm on Thursday 4
November

Membership Rates
Ordinary Membership
OAP Membership
Student Membership
Corporate Membership
(by invitation only)

€ 25 p.a.
€ 15 p.a.
€ 10 p.a.
€ 1,000 p.a.

Contacting us
For further information on the NLI Society, please contact:
The Secretary, NLI Society, National Library of Ireland,
Kildare Street, Dublin 2. Email: nlisociety@nli.ie

Address for correspondence:
Sandra McDermott, Hon Secretary,
National Library of Ireland Society,
Kildare Street, Dublin 2
Tel: 01 603 0227
Email: smcdermott@nli.ie

In April 2003 the Photographic Society of Ireland (PSI)
very generously donated its collection of photographs to
the National Library of Ireland. During the month of
October 2004, the National Photographic Archive (NPA)
will host an exhibition to mark the 150th anniversary of
the Society’s foundation. It will feature items from the PSI
collection including some examples of early photography
such as daguerreotypes, ambrotypes and salt prints
which were taken by John Shaw Smith while travelling
in Egypt and Palestine between 1850 and 1852. One
of the most unusual items on display will be Alfred
Werner’s mammoth portrait of Maud Gonne measuring
1.62 metres x 1.05 metres.
The main highlight of our Winter programme will be an
exhibition to mark the centenary of the first production at
the Abbey Theatre. It will feature materials from the
Library’s Abbey Theatre Photographic Collection as well
as materials from the Library’s Prints and Drawings
Department and its Ephemera Department. The exhibition
will include original drawings and cartoons of Abbey
actors as well as photographs, posters, programmes and
playbills covering the 100-year period. It opens on 12
November 2004 and will run until 28 February 2005.

Travelling Exhibitions
Notice to Quit – scenes of eviction: Ireland 18861890, which proved immensely popular with the public
when it went on show at the National Photographic
Archive in 2003, will be on show at the Museum of
Country Life at Turlough Park, Castlebar, Co Mayo until
end-September 2004. Further details are available on the
Museum’s website: http://www.museum.ie/countrylife/
or telephone 094-903 1773

Comments and suggestions on NLI News should be
addressed to Avice-Claire McGovern.
Email: acmcgovern@nli.ie

Dara Creative Communications 1850 693 693
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