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Constitution
The National Library of Ireland was established by the Dublin Science and Art Museum Act,
1877 which provided that, with certain exceptions, the collections then in the possession of the
Royal Dublin Society, including the Joly Library and the Society’s Library, should be vested in
the Department of Science and Art for the benefit of the public and of the Society. An
Agreement of 1881 provided that the Library should operate under the superintendence of a
Council of twelve Trustees, eight of whom were to be appointed by the Society and four by the
Government; this Agreement also conferred on the Trustees the duty of appointing the officers of
the Library.
The provisions of the National Cultural Institutions Act, 1997 that provide for the establishment
of a new Board for the National Library came into effect on 3 May 2005. The Council of
Trustees ceased to exist on that date.

Functions of the Library
The functions of the National Library of Ireland are set out in section 12 of the National Cultural
Institutions Act, 1997. Section 12(1) provides that:
“The principal functions of the Board of the Library shall be to conserve, restore, maintain and
enlarge the library material in the collection of the Library for the benefit of the public and to
establish and maintain a record of library material (including material relating to the Irish
language) in relation to Ireland and to contribute to the provision of access by members of the
public to material relating to other countries.”
Section 12(2 a-t) enumerates a number of the Board’s powers including powers in relation to
genealogical research, the granting and confirming of coats of arms, the provision of library and
information services etc.

4

CHAIRMAN AND DIRECTOR’S OVERVIEW
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Chairman’s Statement
I am pleased to present the annual report of the Board of the National Library of Ireland for 2006.
The year under review – which marked the first full year of the Board’s existence – was
important in terms of continuing the process of developing the independent Library. Particular
emphasis was placed on the putting in place of an appropriate strategic planning framework for
the Library, with considerable work being undertaken during the year on the drafting of a new
strategic plan for the organisation. The strategic plan, which will set out the Board’s objectives
and priorities for the years ahead, was at an advanced stage of completion by end 2006.
The Board met on ten occasions in 2006. The three committees of the Board met on a regular
basis during the year.
The highlight of the year was undoubtedly the opening of the award-winning exhibition Yeats:
the life and Works of William Butler Yeats on 25 May. A further very important event was the
visit to the Library of Her Highness Queen Sonja of Norway on 20 September for the opening of
an exhibition of paintings by the Norwegian artist Haakon Gullvaag. A number of other public
events took place in the Library’s premises and the Board is pleased to see the level of interest
being shown in the range of events and activities being provided in the Library. The Board notes
in particular the continued success of the Library Late series where prominent Irish and
international authors are interviewed before an audience.
During the year normal library services continued to be provided. The highlights of the Library’s
ongoing acquisitions programme were the purchase of the Colman Doyle Photographic
Collection and the donation by AIB Bank of Finnegans Wake manuscript material in the hand of
James Joyce and Nora Barnacle.
As noted in the Board’s first report, the issue of progressing the proposed storage facility to be
developed on the Library’s Kildare Street campus has been identified as being of critical
importance to the institution. The Office of Public Works prepared revised proposals in relation
to the facility and submitted a fresh application to the planning authority during the year.
Planning permission was granted in October 2006 but this was appealed to An Bord Pleanála. A
final decision from An Bord Pleanála was due in early 2007.
I wish to thank the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism, Mr John O’Donoghue TD and the staff
of his Department for the encouragement and support they provided to the Board during the
course of the year.
Finally, I wish also to place on record the Board’s and my appreciation of the dedicated
commitment and support that it received from the Director, Aongus Ó hAonghusa, the members
of the Library’s management team and all of the Library’s staff during the year.
J Gerard Danaher
Chairman
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Director’s Review and Summary
The Annual Report of the Board of the National Library of Ireland documents the work of the
organisation during the year across its increasingly broad range of activities. Particular progress
was made on strengthening the organisation’s structure through the commencement of a strategic
planning process and through key staff appointments.
Work was well underway at year end on the drafting of a strategic plan that will set out a longterm vision for the Library and identify the key strategic challenges facing the institution, and the
Board’s aims and objectives to address those challenges.
Service delivery was a key theme during the year, and was marked by the establishment of a
dedicated Reader Services Department within the Library to plan for all aspects of service
development and to coordinate service delivery: this measure will ensure that the Library fulfils
the task of greatly enhancing services to users of the Library – an area which the Board has
identified as a key priority.
Exhibitions and events are an increasingly important part of the Library’s work. The opening of
the exhibition Yeats: the life and works of William Butler Yeats on 25 May marked a further
development of the Library’s exhibitions through the use of material from its collections
supplemented by loan items placed in a visually striking setting and enhanced by information
technology. The exhibition received a number of awards during the course of the year including
the Interpret Britain and Ireland award from the Association for Heritage Interpretation. Other
public events including the popular Library Late series continued to draw visitors to the Library.
A particularly exciting event for the Library was the hosting of the ‘YEATS ALOUD’ poetry
speaking event developed in conjunction with Poetry Ireland. Over 700 pupils from 105
secondary schools in 23 counties throughout Ireland took part in various heats of the event,
culminating in the finals held in the Library on 12 May.
Key staff appointments were made during the year thereby further strengthening the Library’s
senior management structure. These appointments, which included a Head of Finance and a Head
of Human Resources, are particularly important in the context of completing the process of
putting in place appropriate structures to support the independent Library Board.
The Library continued its active acquisitions programme during 2006. Our collections were
particularly enriched by six signal acquisitions. These were:
• a six-sheet collection of previously unknown James Joyce manuscripts, described by
experts as “crucial elements in Joyce’s first efforts at writing a new work after Ulysses”.
• the papers of Colm Tóibín, novelist, journalist, winner of the 2006 IMPAC prize for
literature and one of Ireland’s most internationally acclaimed contemporary writers.
• the literary papers of the distinguished contemporary writer Bernard Mac Laverty
• the archives of the Project Arts Centre, Temple Bar in Dublin
• the photographic collection of Colman Doyle, widely acknowledged as one of the most
important Irish photographers of the 20th century
• an archive of major significance to students of the 1916 Rising comprising 300 letters
between Thomas Clarke (first signatory of the Proclamation and a key figure in the Irish
revolutionary organisation) and his wife, and related material.
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In conclusion, I wish to record my appreciation to the Library staff for a further year of excellent
service and achievement. My particular thanks are due to the Chairman of the Library Board, Mr
J Gerard Danaher SC and all Board members for their support throughout the year.
Aongus Ó hAonghusa
Director
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Reader and Visitor Services
The Library was open to the public for 294 days during 2006, including 49 Saturdays.
Opening hours
The Library’s two Reading Rooms opened at 10.00am each day, Monday to Saturday.
The main Reading Room was open until 9.00pm on Mondays, Tuesdays and
Wednesdays; until 5.00pm on Thursdays and Fridays; and until 1.00pm on Saturdays.
Opening hours each week totalled 50.
The National Photographic Archive was open from 10.00am to 5.00pm, Monday to
Friday, and on Saturdays from 10.00am to 2.00pm.
Exhibitions in the Library (James Joyce and Ulysses at the National Library of Ireland
which ran until 10 March and Yeats: the life and works of William Butler Yeats which
opened on 25 May) were open to the public from 10.00am to 7.45pm Monday to
Wednesday, from 10.00am to 5.00pm Thursday and Friday, and 10.00am to 12.45pm
on Saturdays.

Usage of particular services and facilities was as follows:
• Main Reading Room 27,409 persons signed the attendance book in 2006, 735 less than in
2005. The majority (22,784) arrived between 10.00am and 5.00pm on weekdays. A total of 2,398
persons signed the attendance book after 5.00pm on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays, while
2,227 attended on Saturday mornings. The pattern shows a continued decline in the numbers
coming to the Library in the evenings and a slight increase in those attending on Saturdays. As
noted in previous years, the continued development of the Library’s online catalogue and
digitisation of graphic resources allows certain researchers to reduce the number of visits to the
Reading Rooms.
• Manuscripts Reading Room A total of 3,538 attendances were recorded in 2006, 142 more
than in 2005.
• Genealogy Service The service was used by 9,543 persons during the year, a decrease of 190
on the 2005 figure.
• Heraldic Museum 433 people signed the visitor’s book in 2006. The decline in numbers can
be attributed to the fact that the Museum was closed for redecoration for a period of time and
then used for another purpose.
• Exhibitions/Visitors We are pleased to record that there were 39,336 visitors to the Joyce
and Yeats exhibitions in 2006; no exhibition was on show from 11 March to 25 May while the
Joyce exhibition was dismantled and the Yeats exhibition was installed, so this figure represents
visitor numbers for ten months.
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National Photographic Archive The gallery was open to the public for 292 days, including a
total of 46 Saturdays, and the reading room was open for 246 days. Visitor numbers continue to
increase steadily with 29,364 visitors recorded during the year.

Readers Services and Systems
The provision of a quality customer service is a requirement of all public bodies in Ireland. In
order to ensure that the Library meets the needs of its users, a Readers Services Department was
set up. It is managed at Keeper level; responsibilities include planning for the delivery of services
and the management of all operational issues. The Department team also comprises the newly
created senior post of Library Operations Manager; this person has responsibility for day-to-day
delivery and support of a range of public services.
A Reader Survey was carried out in conjunction with the Customer Services subgroup of the
Library’s Partnership Committee. While there was a high level of customer satisfaction,
suggestions were made with a view to improving features of Library catalogues and technical
facilities in reading rooms.
An open forum for readers was held on 13 July, with 20 readers present. Many comments and
suggestions were made and it is intended to repeat this event on an annual basis. Some of the
comments related to inadequate microfilm and reprographics services. To address these issues a
new microfilm room was planned as part of the internal building works that were due to begin in
2007, and a range of self-service copying facilities was also planned.
A comment card was introduced as another means of improving services; readers’ comments will
also help in the task of drawing up a new customer’s charter and a customer action plan, both of
which are required under social partnership agreements.
Other Government initiatives have resulted in the Department working on developing measures
in relation to people with disabilities – including planning better access to the entrances of the
buildings – and an Irish language scheme.
The Library continued to carry out its general reference service relating to aspects of the
Library’s collections and service. During 2006, Duty Librarians responded to some 4,000
telephone enquiries and over 2,000 email enquiries. Queries about printed books collections,
manuscripts, newspapers and genealogy figured most prominently.

Systems
The Readers Services Department has also assumed responsibility for the key function of coordinating digital projects in the Library. It is recognised that progress in this area is essential
and a number of initiatives are planned. A forum was held in July attended by senior staff and a
consultant to help make progress on digital initiatives, including the digitisation of major
collections.
With a view to increasing efficiencies, the Board authorised the creation of a new post of IT
Manager. The creation of this post acknowledged the importance of supporting and developing
the Library’s complex IT systems in its different premises.
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The Library became a partner in the European Digital Library, a project which will integrate the
bibliographic catalogues and digital collections of European libraries. The project will also
progress the collaboration between the European Library and other non-library cultural initiatives
towards the creation of a comprehensive European digital library.
A tender was issued in June for the redesign and expansion of the Library’s website. The
purpose of this tender was to draw up a shortlist of suitable companies to whom a detailed tender
document was sent. A tender was awarded in November.
To further the aim of expanding access to relevant online sources, the Library purchased House
of Commons Parliamentary Papers online; this provides an online database of the full text of
most British parliamentary papers of the 19th and 20th centuries. These are key resources for Irish
studies and the online version will permit a selective withdrawal, for conservation reasons, of
original volumes held by the Library.

Genealogy Advisory Service
The Genealogy Advisory Service continued to offer a dedicated advisory service to family history
researchers, one of the biggest reader groups in the Library. In 2006 visitors from the United States
of America accounted for approximately one-third of the users of the service. They were followed
by visitors from the UK, possibly due to interest in family history stimulated by the BBC television
series Who do you think you are? The third largest nationality using the service was people from
Ireland; the others were visitors from Australia, Canada, South America and Europe.
For a period of years, members of APGI (the Association of Professional Genealogists in Ireland)
provided the genealogy service in the Library in conjunction with Library staff. In order to
comply with national procurement requirements, the Library issued a Request for Tender
document for the provision of a genealogy advisory service. The outcome of the tendering
process was being considered at year end.

Library shop and café
The Library’s shop was expanded during the year to accommodate a larger amount of stock; the
shop sells both Library publications and books and other items relating to the Library’s
collections. The Library café, known as the ‘Joly Tearooms’, continued to be franchised to the
firm Brambles Ltd, as it has been since it first opened.

Exhibitions
James Joyce and Ulysses
The James Joyce and Ulysses exhibition closed in March 2006. 59,500 visitors attended the
exhibition from its opening in June 2004 until its closure on 10 March. Visitor numbers in the
last nine days of the exhibition were higher than usual, probably owing to news of the Library’s
2006 acquisition of Joyce papers, which went on display in the exhibition on 1 March.
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WB Yeats: the Life and Work of WB Yeats
The Library publicly announced its plans for a major new exhibition on the poet William Butler
Yeats on 11 January 2006 at an event attended by William Butler Yeats’s son, Senator Micheál
Yeats with his wife Gráinne, and their daughter Síle. The January event marked the loan by the
Yeats family of various treasures for the purpose of the exhibition. These included objects which
had a symbolic meaning for the poet such as his samurai sword, his lapis lazuli, and his psaltery,
as well as personal items such as a lock of his hair, his ring and his spectacles, along with
drawings, illustrations and letters.
The exhibition opened on 25 May 2006 and will run until early 2009. It was launched by the
Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism, Mr John O’Donoghue TD, with the Yeats family as guests
of honour, including Senator Micheál Yeats and his wife Gráinne, and their daughters Caitríona,
Siobhán and Síle. The exhibition was the result of more than a year’s work by Library staff
aided by many Yeats scholars and enthusiasts and met with a very positive response both from
the public and the media. In November, the exhibition received ‘The Interpret Britain and
Ireland Award’ from the Association of Heritage Interpretation (AHI). According to the judges
‘The whole exhibition is totally outstanding and an unmissable experience for any visitor to
Dublin interested in Irish history and culture’. More than 30,000 visitors attended the exhibition
from June to December 2006.
The Library is very grateful to the Yeats family for the loan of material for the exhibition and for
their enthusiastic support for the project. Thanks are also due to Mrs Anna MacBride White,
grand-daughter of Maud Gonne MacBride, who was extremely generous and lent some
fascinating artwork by Maud Gonne. Among the Yeats scholars and others who were generous
with both advice and encouragement were Terence Browne, Richard Cave, Roy Foster, RA
Gilbert, Warwick Gould, Selina Guinness, Margaret Mills Harper, Declan Kiberd, Neil Mann,
JCC Mays, Anne Saddlemyer, Deirdre Toomey and many others. The exhibition was designed
by Martello Media, who are to be commended on their work. It includes ‘Turning the Page’
installations by the British Library/Armadillo and four film installations by Yellow Asylum.
The exhibition received sponsorship from both Anglo Irish Bank and the Irish Independent,
whom we would also like to thank.

Personalities and Perspectives: 1916 online exhibition
In April the Library marked the 90th anniversary of the 1916 Rising by means of an online
exhibition of selected material from the Library’s extensive collections relating to the period.
The online exhibition, which is accessible via the Library’s website at www.nli.ie/1916,
comprises 400 images and almost 38,000 words of text. The exhibition went live on Easter
Monday 17 April. The images were selected and the text was written by Dr Noel Kissane,
formerly Education Officer and Keeper of Manuscripts in the Library, and the exhibition was
designed by Dara Creative. The online exhibition is seen as being of particular value to schools
for use in teaching primary and second-level history. It was awarded first place in the New
Media/Website category of the Irish Design Effectiveness Awards and was nominated for the
Golden Spider Award in the Best Education Website category.

Loan exhibitions
The Library hosted an exhibition of photographs taken in Dublin in 1963 by award-winning
American photojournalist Marvin Koner. Entitled Dublin 1963, it coincided with the Dublin
Studies lecture on ‘The Docklands and Development’ (see below). This travelling format
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exhibition was lent by the Irish American Heritage Museum, Albany, New York and was shown
in the main hall of the Library from mid-February until mid-March.
The exhibition Portraits of Ibsen by Haakon Gullvaag was on show in the Library from 19
September to 20 October. The exhibition, which featured 46 oil paintings of Henrik Ibsen by
Haakon Gullvaag, one of Norway’s foremost portrait painters, marked the centenary of the death
of the Norwegian poet and playwright. Also on view was a selection of items from the Library’s
collections relating to early productions of Ibsen in Ireland and illustrating his influence on Irish
writers, especially James Joyce. The exhibition was opened on 19 September by HM Queen
Sonja of Norway during the course of her husband King Haakon IV’s State visit to Ireland.

National Photographic Archive (NPA) exhibitions
The National Photographic Archive (NPA) launched its 2006 exhibition schedule with Centenary
Shadows, part of the Samuel Beckett Centenary Celebrations organised by the Department of
Arts, Sport and Tourism. The exhibition featured some 40 photographs, including many portraits
of Beckett taken by the Irish photographer John Minihan.
In June, the NPA hosted the annual DIT Photography School Graduate exhibition.
The very popular Poole’s Photographic Stores: photographing Waterford went on show from
July to October 2006.
Images of Tourism, held in conjunction with Fáilte Ireland, was the NPA’s final exhibition of the
year.

Travelling exhibitions
The Library continued its policy of sending photographic exhibitions to other venues in Ireland in
order to raise awareness of and further improve access to its collections. A Century of News
Photography was displayed in South County Dublin Libraries during summer 2006 and
Trainspotting was on show in Skerries Mills in June. Mayo County Libraries hosted the
Regeneration exhibition during the summer. The NPA’s travelling exhibitions went abroad for
the first time this year: the Dubliners exhibition was shown in Bulgaria to mark the opening of
the Embassy of Ireland in Sofia in the spring, and was on show for the autumn in Athens. Both
of the exhibitions were organised in conjunction with the Irish embassies.

Education and outreach
2006 was possibly the busiest and most exciting year in the history of education and outreach in
the Library. Congratulations are due to all the staff members who helped make the year such a
success.
The Library Late series of public interviews with writers, which began in 2005, continued to
attract large attendances in 2006. The authors interviewed were a wide-ranging and diverse group
and included Patrick McCabe, Frank McGuinness, Andrew O’Hagan, Colum McCann, Ann
Enright, Eavan Boland, Joseph O’Connor, John Connolly, John Boyne, Claire Kilroy and
Bernard McLaverty. Interviewers included Fintan O’Toole, Kay Sheehy, Myles Dungan and
Hugh Linehan. The Library would like to express its appreciation of their efforts and to thank
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both the interviewers and the writers for giving so generously of their time. The Library is
grateful to The Merrion Hotel, Dublin, to Sheridans Cheesemongers and to Haus, Dublin for their
sponsorship of Library Late.
RTE’s Tonight with Vincent Browne programme was broadcast from the Library’s Seminar
Room on 12 January. The programme celebrated the Library and looked at various aspects of its
contribution to Irish life and culture. Panellists included former Taoiseach, Dr Garret FitzGerald,
historians Dr Margaret MacCurtain and Professor Kevin Whelan; writers Colm Tóibín and
Anthony Cronin; the Library’s Director Aongus Ó hAonghusa; Keeper of Manuscripts Gerard
Lyne, and Dr Éilis Ní Dhuibhne of the Library’s Education and Outreach staff.
The Dublin Studies public lecture series, a collaborative education initiative linked to the
Certificate in Dublin Studies course in NUI Maynooth and Boston College’s Centre for Irish
Studies, ran in the Library from February to March.
On 9 February the Library announced ‘YEATS ALOUD’, a new poetry competition for postprimary school students which was organised in association with the Yeats exhibition (see
above). The competition was organised by the Library in association with Poetry Ireland. It was
a spoken poetry event in which entrants were required to speak by heart two poems by WB
Yeats, one prescribed (‘The Song of Wandering Aengus’) and one of their own choice. The
competition judges were Marie Heaney, writer and former teacher; Niall MacMonagle, teacher,
critic and Library Board member, and Joe Woods, poet and Poetry Ireland Director. The
competition was open to any student attending a second-level school in Ireland and it attracted
some 700 entries from all over the country. Regional heats were held in seven centres, including
the Library, followed by semi-finals and the final which was held in the Library on 12 May. The
competition winners were Carin Hunt, Wesley College, Ballinteer in the Junior (first and second
year) category; Fiachra Fallon Verbruggen, De La Salle College, Wicklow in the Intermediate
(third and fourth year) category and Katherine Wade, Ursuline College, Sligo in the Senior (fifth
and sixth year) category. Katherine Wade was also the Overall Winner. Each of the three
category prize winners received a cheque for €300, a signed copy of Marie Heaney’s latest book
and a shelf of poetry books for their school library, while the Overall Winner received a further
€200, a specially designed trophy by silversmith Seamus Gill and a signed book of poetry by
Seamus Heaney. In addition Katherine Wade’s reading of ‘The Song of Wandering Aengus’ was
included in the ‘Verse and Vision’ installation in the Yeats exhibition.
A lecture by Peter Costello, biographer of Flann O’Brien, entitled ‘Ringsend Cowboys:
the Dublin background of Flann O’Brien’s At-Swim-Two-Birds’ was held in the Library on 7
June as the Library’s contribution to Dublin City Council’s One City, One Book programme of
events which in 2006 focused on Flann O’Brien’s At-Swim-Two-Birds.
On 13 June, the 141st anniversary of the birth of William Butler Yeats, a special Yeats Birthday
Lecture entitled ‘Dreading and hoping all’: death in Yeats’s life and work’ was given by
Professor Roy Foster, authorised biographer of William Butler Yeats. Dr Adrian Frazier was the
formal respondent. The Library’s seminar room was filled to capacity for the event.
Beginning on Saturday 17 July, ‘Seven Summer Saturdays of Storytelling’ and Creative
Workshops were held for children aged 5+ and 8+ respectively. These workshops were held in
association with the Yeats exhibition and were loosely based around themes in the exhibition.
They attracted a good attendance and provided a unique opportunity to introduce the Library to a
younger audience.
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In August the Library announced a new collaboration with the Adult Education Centre at
University College Dublin; this was a course on the life and works of William Butler Yeats run
in conjunction with the Yeats exhibition as part of UCD’s 2006–2007 Adult Education
Programme. The course had a capacity of 40 and was fully subscribed for its first term. Course
sessions took place on Tuesday mornings during autumn/winter 2006.
The Library actively participated in Heritage Week, which began on 26 August 2006, by
arranging a series of lunchtime tours of the Library. These included special guided tours of the
Yeats exhibition celebrating Irish natural heritage as depicted in the work of WB Yeats and
focusing on themes such as the ‘hollow lands and hilly lands’ of Sligo, past ‘flapping herons’ to
‘lake waters lapping with low sounds by the shore’.
In September HM Queen Sonja of Norway visited the Library to open the exhibition of Ibsen
portraits by Haakon Gullvaag and also to visit the Yeats exhibition. The Ibsen centenary was
marked by a series of lunchtime readings performed by the Dublin Lyric Players and held in the
Library’s Seminar Room during September and October; these readings explored themes in
Ibsen’s writings.
The Norwegian theme continued with two further events, the 2006 RI Best Memorial Lecture on
20 September by Vigdis Moe Skarstein, National Librarian of Norway, who impressed her
listeners with her account of digitisation, collection and building programmes in Norway’s
National Library, and a public interview by Myles Dungan in October with the well-known
Norwegian novelist Lars Saabye Christensen; this event followed the Library Late format.
The Library was one of the leading cultural institutions participating in Dublin’s first ever
Culture Night on Friday 22 September. This event is coordinated by Temple Bar Cultural Trust
in association with the Council of National Cultural Institutions. It has been running for many
years in other major cities across Europe including Rome, Paris and Copenhagen, where each
year thousands of people flock to cities’ cultural venues on Culture Night.
A series of lunchtime performances of Yeats plays – At the Hawk’s Well, On Baile’s Strand, The
Only Jealousy of Emer and The Death of Cuchulain – by Dublin Lyric Players played to good
houses in the Seminar Room in the last week of September and in November.
In November and December the Library facilitated a lecture series, arranged in cooperation with
Comhdháil Náisiúnta na Gaeilge, celebrating the centenary of the birth of Máirtín Ó Cadhain.

Publications
Four issues of NLI News were published during the year. NLI News is now established as a key
source of information on Library activities, services and acquisitions.
WB Yeats: Work and days was published to coincide with the opening of the Yeats exhibition. It
presents a selection of manuscripts, books, correspondence, articles, photographs, paintings and
artefacts designed to illustrate the journey of the ‘pilgrim soul’ of Yeats, the writer and the man,
from his emergence as a poet in the 1880s to his death in 1939. The book’s authors were staff
members: James Quin, Éilis Ní Dhuibhne and Ciara McDonnell. (In February 2007 the book
received the Best Production Award in the CLÉ Book Industry Awards for 2006.)
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A letterpress celebration of WB Yeats, produced by Third Year students of Visual
Communications at the National College of Art and Design, features 42 original works, each
based on a poem by WB Yeats. The prints were made available for sale in a limited edition of
portfolios in the Library’s shop and were also exhibited in the Library.
In conjunction with the Yeats exhibition a DVD containing the four films specially
commissioned for the exhibition: Players and painted stage – Yeats and the theatre; Affairs of
the heart – Yeats and the women in his life; The other world – Yeats and the esoteric; and The
mask – Yeats, the public man was produced by Yellow Asylum Films. It was issued by the
Library and is available from the Library shop.
A special 24-page colour supplement on WB Yeats was published with the Irish Independent on
23 November to coincide with the Library’s Yeats exhibition. Contributors to the supplement
included Eavan Boland, Bruce Arnold, Diarmuid Ferriter, Niall MacMonagle and Gerard Dineen
along with Library staff members Dr Éilis Ní Dhuibhne, Eoghan Ó Carragáin, Sarah O’Connor
and Sarah Shiel.
Gerard Long, Assistant Keeper in the Library’s Printed Books section, published two essays on
library-related topics during the year. These were a biographical essay on the library assistant
James Crawford Neil, who was accidentally killed in the Easter Rising of 1916 entitled A writer
of great promise (Bethesda, Maryland,Wild Apple Press), and an essay entitled ‘The National
Library of Ireland’ in The Cambridge history of libraries in Britain and Ireland, v. 3, 1850-2000,
edited by Alistair Black and Peter Hoare (Cambridge, Cambridge University Press).

External Functions
The front hall of the main Kildare Street building was used throughout the year for 12 book
launches as well as a variety of other events including a fashion show, the launch of the Listowel
Writers Week and the Archives Awareness Campaign 2006.
The seminar room was hired on 29 occasions for use by various organisations including the
European Network Against Racism – Ireland, The National Women’s Council of Ireland, the
Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism, the Higher Education Authority, tasc (Think Tank for
Action on Social Change, The Irish College of Psychiatrists, Custom Ireland, Conradh na
Gaeilge, The Equality Authority and BeLong to Youth Project, Aontas, Women’s Aid, Foras na
Gaeilge, The Library Council, Irish Museum Association, Irish Development Education
Association, Institute of International Trade of Ireland, the Library Association of Ireland, the
International Map Collectors Society and the European Information Agency.
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Collection Development
The Library aims to collect, preserve and make accessible materials on or relating to Ireland,
whether published in Ireland or abroad, and a supporting reference collection. During 2006, the
Library acquired several significant literary collections as well as historical materials, in
particular material relating to 1916, and an important photographic collection.
Literary acquisitions included a six-sheet collection of previously unknown James Joyce
manuscripts, the Library’s third major acquisition of Joyce manuscripts since 2000. Other literary
highlights were the acquisition of the Clodd collection of printed material relating to Samuel
Beckett, the papers of contemporary authors Colm Tóibín and Bernard Mac Laverty, and the
archives of the Project Arts Centre.
2006 was the 90th anniversary of the 1916 Rising and, as a result, much material came to market
relating to that period. The highlight of the Library’s 1916 acquisitions was a significant
collection of correspondence of Tom Clarke, first signatory of the Proclamation and a key figure
in the Irish revolutionary organisation.
The Library’s historic collections were further augmented by the National Photographic
Archive’s acquisition of a collection of 25,000 photographs by Colman Doyle, widely
acknowledged as one of the most important Irish photographers of the 20th century and probably
Ireland’s first documentary-style photographer.
Lists, by Library collection, of significant donations during 2006 as well as a full list of donors,
are given in Appendix I.

Printed Books
Gifts
The Board would like to express its appreciation to Mr Stephen Griffin who not only has made a
further gift of books dealing with the Irish in America, but has also assisted in the purchase of
books relating to American, Canadian and European theatre funded by a generous bequest from
Professor Michael O’Neill.
Antiquarian Books
Through the antiquarian book trade, and through public auctions and otherwise, the Library seeks
to acquire copies of books which are not already in the collections ranging from early Irish
printings and works by Irish authors published abroad to fugitive and ephemeral publications of a
more recent vintage. During 2006, 1,568 items were acquired, including 800 items in the Samuel
Beckett Collection of Alan Clodd, more than 200 of them personally inscribed by Beckett.
Interesting publications purchased during the year include The Western Wonder: or, O Brazeel,
an Inchanted Island discovered; with a Relation of Two Ship-wracks in a dreadful Sea-storm in
that discovery by Richard Head, bearing the imprint ‘London, for N.C., 1674’; Charles Leslie’s A
New History of Jamaica in thirteen Letters from a Gentleman to his Friend ... (Dublin: printed by
and for Oli. Nelson, 1741); M Hare’s The Bastile, or, Manly Sensibility. A Novel… (Cork, printed
by James Haly, 1797); The Housekeeper's complete assistant; or, modern system of economical
cookery, on a familiar plan: particularly adapted to the finances of what is termed the middle
class of society. By an experienced housewife (Dublin: printed by J Charles, 1814), an extremely
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rare precursor of Mrs Beeton; and two works by Bernard Bird entitled A Brief History of Ireland
and The Perambulations of Barney the Irishman, Written by himself, both printed for the author
in Sheffield in 1853 and 1854 respectively.

Legal Deposit
Under Section 56 of the Copyright Act, 1963, the Library is entitled to receive, without charge, a
copy of every book first published in the State. By virtue of this provision, 1,955 books were
received in 2006. The Library wishes to record its appreciation of those Irish publishers who
promptly meet their legal deposit obligations, but must also note that a substantial number of
books are not received until the matter is followed up by correspondence or telephone contact, all
of which makes demands on staff resources.
In addition to this material, the Library has also collected a second copy of all books published in
Ireland and Northern Ireland. These books form a Reserve Collection and are kept separately
from other material.
New legal deposit provisions are included in the Copyright and Related Rights Act, 2000;
however, the relevant sections (198 and 199) had not been commenced at the end of the year.
Bibliographic Notice Network
The Library continues to compile lists of material received under legal deposit legislation. The
lists (in PDF format) are displayed on its website www.nli.ie. The Library exchanges information
regarding new publications with other libraries. It would like to record its appreciation of the
cooperation of various university and public libraries which have supplied the institution with
such information.
New Books
The Library aims to acquire copies of all new titles published in Northern Ireland and books of
Irish interest published outside Ireland. 1,872 such titles were purchased in 2006

Northern Ireland Publications Resource (NIPR)
The Northern Ireland Publications Resource (NIPR), which is based in Belfast, aims to collect
and catalogue publications published in Northern Ireland since January 2000. The Library has
been associated with NIPR since its foundation and is represented on the NIPR Board. NIPR’s
aim of securing the deposit of copies of all Northern Ireland publications is of considerable
benefit to the Library in fulfilling the objective of collecting and preserving copies of all material
published on the island of Ireland. The NIPR manager circulates a list of accessions on a regular
basis; this greatly assists the Library in identifying and placing orders for new Northern Ireland
material. In addition, NIPR makes donations of publications to the Library, and in some cases
places orders for publications on the Library’s behalf. In 2006, several hundred items were
acquired by the Library through NIPR.
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Manuscripts
Gifts
A total of 31 gifts of manuscripts were received during the year. The principal literary donation,
made by AIB Bank plc under the provisions of the Tax Credit Scheme (Section 1003 of the
Taxes Consolidation Act, 1997) was a six-sheet collection of previously unknown James Joyce
manuscripts dating from 1923, the year after Ulysses was published. The Library also received
the archives of the Project Arts Centre, Temple Bar, Dublin, an institution that has earned a
reputation for innovative and challenging work in theatre, music and the visual arts. Other
significant donations were papers from the Irish Anti-Apartheid Movement and its successor
organisation, the Ireland South Africa Association; a letter from Sir Hugh Lane to Richard
Caulfield Orpen concerning the proposed Dublin Municipal Art Gallery in 1906; letters and
papers from prisoners at Knutsford Jail and Frongoch Internment Camp, 1916; the papers of Sean
Ó Luing, an Irish language writer; and the estate papers of the D’Arcy family of Hyde Park,
Killucan, County Westmeath, 1669-1949, .
Purchases
A total of 92 purchases were made during the year. As 2006 was the 90th anniversary of the 1916
Rising, there was some emphasis on acquiring material relating to that revolutionary period. The
principal acquisition was correspondence of Thomas Clarke comprising 300 letters between
Clarke (first signatory of the Proclamation and a key figure in the Irish revolutionary
organisation) and his wife, as well as other correspondence including letters written by Clarke
when in prison. Other items acquired include letters by Éamon de Valera, Piaras Beaslaí, and
Liam Mellows and an original order signed by Éamon de Valera addressed to Eoin MacNeill,
Chief of Staff of the Irish Volunteers, cancelling mobilisation of the Dublin Brigade on the eve of
the Easter Rising, 1916. More general historical acquisitions include correspondence of
Pembroke Wicks, private secretary to Edward Carson; letters by Daniel O’Connell; an
eyewitness account of the Battle of the Boyne, c. 1690; and an 18th century copy of a 1632
narrative of Sir Richard Boyle, Earl of Cork and High Treasurer of Ireland.
A small number of collections of estate papers and maps were acquired, including the papers of
the Greene family of Kilkea, County Kildare; papers of Lord Robert Tottenham Loftus, Bishop
of Clogher; a map of the town of Maryborough, (Portlaoise) County Leix, 1856; papers relating
to three estates and the Landed Estates Court, 1859, 1868 and 1871.
The principal literary purchases were: the papers of Colm Tóibín, one of Ireland’s most
internationally acclaimed contemporary writers and the literary papers of the distinguished
contemporary writer Bernard Mac Laverty. Other acquisitions of literary interest included letters
of Richard Brinsley Sheridan, Lady Sidney Morgan, George Moore, George Bernard Shaw,
George Russell, Standish O’Grady and WB Yeats; a small collection of early writings of Austin
Clarke, c. 1917-1930; letters by Cyril Cusack to Leslie Gilmour-Wood, 1962-1992; a collection
of papers of Udolphus ‘Dossie’ Wright, stage manager of the Abbey Theatre, including 23 letters
from Lady Gregory; papers relating to the editing of the poems of Patrick Kavanagh by John
Montague, 1962-1965; the Eileen O’Casey Archive including letters and notebooks, c. 1960s1970s; material relating to the history of Irish Theatre, 1970-2004; the papers of Benedict Kiely,
1964-1999, and parts of five unpublished works by Christy Brown.
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Periodicals and Newspapers
A total of 9,726 current single issues of periodicals was received.
A donation of politically significant periodicals and newspapers was received from Andrew
Steven through the good offices of the Linen Hall Library, Belfast. This collection consists of
more than 1,400 single issues of periodicals/newspapers covering 167 titles, spanning the thirty
year period 1970-2000.
280 newspaper titles, amounting in all to 18,900 current single copies, were received through
legal deposit during the year. New regional newspapers included the Leitrim Post and Donegal
News on Monday, which will be Donegal’s thirteenth weekly newspaper. Daily Ireland ceased
publication in September. Ireland on Sunday changed its title to Irish Mail on Sunday on 24
September.
Newspaper purchases fell into two main categories, the first being non-Irish published
newspapers, including hardcopy formats of current Irish editions of English newspapers and of
newspapers published in Northern Ireland. The Library also commenced acquisition of the Irish
Echo: Australia’s Irish newspaper which has been published fortnightly in Australia since 1988.
The second category of purchase is newspapers on microfilm. This includes the acquisition of
microfilms of current newspapers, as well as retrospective sequences. Notable acquisitions this
year were back issues of the Times Literary Supplement, 1993-2006 and of the Andersonstown
News for the period 1994-2000.

Photographs
Purchases
The most important collection acquired during the year was the Colman Doyle collection of
photographs. Colman Doyle is widely acknowledged as one of the most important Irish
photographers of the 20th century. Most of the 25,000-item collection comprises negatives, with
the balance (approximately 2,000 items) comprising photographic prints. Doyle was probably
Ireland's first documentary-style photographer, acclaimed for his iconic portraits of political
leaders, sporting heroes and literary figures, as well as for his photographs of islanders and
ordinary folk in Kerry and throughout the island of Ireland. Other acquisitions included an
interesting set of thirty colour transparencies from Michael Diggin, a photographer from Kerry.
This collection includes images from Kerry, Galway, including the Blasket Islands and the Aran
Islands, and other locations around the country. There are also some interesting images of
thatchers and blacksmiths at work.
A number of albums were purchased during the year. The ‘Guy Cork album’ contains many
images of Cork city taken by Guy Studios in the 1890s. The ‘Waterford Album’ is a fascinating
collection of images from the Poole Studios; the album was compiled by the friends of Jane Day
as a gift for her before she emigrated from Waterford in 1899. This album featured in the Poole’s
Photographic Stores exhibition. The ‘Transport Presentation Album’ is a beautifully bound and
illuminated album of 19 photographs of shipping, railway and transport managers from the Irish
and English and South of Ireland Traffic Conferences in 1902. The ‘Italian Military Album’ is of
interest as it records volunteers in the Italian Wars of Independence c.1860, and also features a
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portrait of Lord Otho Fitzgerald and photographs by Sir Robert Shaw, both of whom were
founding members of the Photographic Society of Ireland.
Donations
The Dick Kinsella Collection was donated by his family. Mr Kinsella worked as a photographer
for the Irish Transport and General Workers Union between 1940 and 1961; his collection
provides an excellent record of trade union activities and industrial life in Ireland in the midtwentieth century.
The ‘Ireland Albums’ are two albums that provide a wonderful record of Ireland in the late
nineteenth century. They were donated by Mr PB Maher and contain very interesting
photographs of counties Dublin and Galway, including some photographs of the Aran Islands.

Prints and Drawings
Gifts
During 2006, we received a number of donations, including a woodblock print entitled Waiting at
the station – Gas from a Burner by Dutch artist Jan de Bie. The print depicts James Joyce at
work in the waiting room of the railway station at Flushing on the coast of Holland, where it is
thought that he began writing the satirical broadside Gas from a Burner on his way to Trieste
from Dublin.
Haakon Gullvaag, one of Norway’s leading contemporary artists, generously donated a limited
edition print of one of his portraits of Ibsen following the exhibition held in connection with the
Ibsen centenary in September.
Martyn Turner, Ireland’s best known cartoonist, both nationally and internationally, made a most
generous donation of 900 original political cartoons and 306 cartoons from the PUC series to the
Library. Mr. Turner has been contributing a daily cartoon to The Irish Times since the early
1970s. The cartoons in this gift date from the 1980s and 1990s and cover significant Irish
political and social events during this period as well as international politics.

Purchases
The Library continued to expand its collection of prints and drawings related to Ireland. Among
the most significant purchases during the year were Figures in an Irish Cabin by FW Topham,
an Album of drawings of Irish, English and continental scenes including Paris and views of
Killiney and Wicklow by George Hodson (1806-1888) and some prints by Elizabeth Rivers.
Two collections of cartoons were added to the collections, the first an archive of original cartoons
by ‘Shemus’, ie the artist Ernest Forbes, for The Freeman’s Journal. The cartoons deal with
issues of partition, ‘The Irish Question’, the Black and Tans, strikes and unemployment. They
include caricatures of such figures as Lloyd George, Edward Carson, Erskine Childers, Eamon
De Valera, Winston Churchill, General Richard Mulcahy, Captain William Redmond and others.
The second collection of 1,000 original political cartoons was acquired from Martyn Turner, the
well-known political cartoonist who publishes in The Irish Times.
The vast majority of these cartoons, more than 900, were donated by Mr. Turner. See note under
Gifts above.
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Official Publications
During 2006 the Library continued to acquire comprehensive sets of Irish government and
Northern Ireland government publications, as well as selected British government publications.
The Library also received a donation of official publications relating to Northern Ireland from the
Northern Ireland Publications Resource (NIPR). When catalogued, these items will greatly
enhance the collection.
In addition, approximately 2,140 items were deposited by the following international
organisations during the year:
Council of Europe
European Union
Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations
International Atomic Energy Agency
International Civil Aviation Organisation
International Labour Organisation
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe
United Nations
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO)
World Health Organisation
World Trade Organisation
In all, more than 3,400 items were added to the Irish and British collections in Official
Publications over the course of the year. This does not take into account material published by
semi-state bodies, or the publications of governmental departments, which are not issued by the
Stationery Office.

Ephemera
Gifts
The Department received a number of donations in 2006, including a collection of Irish ballet
programmes; a set of Elinor Wiltshire designed Christmas cards; a British Government permit
book to visit Tralee dated July 1918; a commemorative programme to mark the presentation in
2006 of the Freedom of the City of Dublin to Ronnie Delany and Bob Geldof (the programme is
also signed by Bob Geldof); and a programme for the UK National Theatre’s 2006 production of
James Joyce’s Exiles.
Purchases
Significant purchases during the year included a set of posters designed by the Irish artists
Margaret Clarke and Seán Keating for the Empire Marketing Board, 1929-1930; a poster
advertising ‘return tickets at single fares’ by the Great Northern Railway to the RDS Dairy Show
of 1885; a 1922 Provisional Government of Ireland poster denouncing De Valera and the
‘irregulars’; and an unusual 1929 poster for a public meeting organised by the Friends of Frank
Ryan Committee.
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Other ephemera purchased included a large number of theatre programmes from the collection of
Dr John Cowell, Gate Theatre actor; a very early Carlow printing (1804) ‘Regulations for the
several prisons in the Kingdom’; and a circa 1880s grocery bag, printed for Edward Duggan
Family Grocer of Ballybricken, Co Waterford, advertising Home Rule.
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Processing and Cataloguing
Printed Books
During 2006 most new books received by the Library through legal deposit, as well as a selection
of books published elsewhere and purchased, were catalogued. The total number of books
catalogued came to 2,467, of which 483 were original catalogue records. This figure is lower
than in previous years due to the reduced staffing complement in the Library’s cataloguing
section. An original catalogue record is generated if a record cannot be found on the database of
the OCLC (Online Computer Library Center), an international library service based in the US.
The OCLC database often does not include rare or little-known material collected by the Library
and some recent Irish publications.
Some progress was made on sorting, checking and cataloguing the backlog of material that has
accumulated over the decades; however, progress was at a slower rate than in the previous year
due to staff shortages.

Manuscripts
Lists for the following collections were completed in 2006:
- Leinster Papers (Collection List 116) comprising estate and legal papers and personal
correspondence of the Fitzgerald family, earls and later dukes of Leinster, 1559-1997.
- John Redmond Papers (Collection List 118) comprising correspondence and political
papers of John Redmond (1856-1918).
- Bonaparte-Wyse Papers (Collection List 119) comprising papers of Sir Thomas Wyse
(1791-1865) and his sons Napoleon Alfred (1822-1895) and William Charles (18621892) Bonaparte-Wyse, and grandson Andrew Nicholas Bonaparte-Wyse (1870-1940).
- Smyth of Barbavilla Papers (Collection List 120) comprising estate and family papers of
the Smyth family of Barbavilla, County Westmeath, 1621-c. 1930.
In addition, about 150 MARC catalogue records were prepared for single items and small
collections.
Work on the following collections was ongoing at the end of the year; Lismore, Oireachtas na
Gaeilge, Hugh Leonard and Monteagle.

Periodicals
The total number of periodicals catalogued for the year was 105. Many other periodical records
were amended due to a number of factors such as changes in titles, merger of publications,
receipt of earlier issues either through donation or from contact with a publisher, and
commencement or cessation of a publication.

Irish ISSN Centre
The Irish ISSN Centre is responsible for allocating ISSNs (International Standard Serial
Numbers) to all serials published in the Republic of Ireland, managing requests for ISSNs, and
transmitting the data to the international ISSN database.
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Since mid-2005 the Irish Centre has been entering and editing data directly in the international
ISSN database using client software. Analysis of the Irish section of the database shows that
when unassigned numbers are taken into account, Ireland was responsible for 4,962 records on
31 December 2006. Due to changes in the system, it is not feasible to compare this year’s total
with totals for previous years.
In 2006 134 new ISSNs were assigned (166 in 2005) and 207 records were entered or amended.
1,562 contacts (by phone, fax, email and in person) with publishers were recorded, including
enquiries regarding ISBNs and barcodes in general. These contacts also frequently provide an
opportunity to remind publishers of their obligations under Legal Deposit, including depositing
books.
The Director of the Irish ISSN Centre, participated in the 3rd Virtual Client Users’ Group
Meeting on 25 September, the 31st Meeting of Directors of ISSN Centres on 26 to 28 September
and a seminar on Digital Collections, on 29 September, all held in the National Library of
Sweden, Stockholm.

Photographs
Photographs from the Independent Newspapers (Ireland) Collection continued to be catalogued
onto the online catalogue with digital images attached. During the year, cataloguing of this
collection was completed up to 1930, while images relating to the National Photographic
Archive’s summer exhibition Poole’s Photographic Stores were also digitised and catalogued.
The handwritten listing for the period 1916-1940 of the Independent Newspapers (Ireland)
Collection was transferred to a database, and work on a database listing of the Belfast Series
from the Independent Newspapers (Ireland) Collection also got underway.
The Morgan Collection and the Stereopair Collection listings were also transferred to database
format.

Prints and Drawings
A project involving the collection-level cataloguing of topographical albums began in March
2006. Ninety albums were catalogued between then and December 2006.
Item-level cataloguing of the Brian Lalor Collection (81 prints, 22 drawings) was also completed
during the year.

Official Publications
Work on a retrospective cataloguing programme for Irish and Northern Irish Official Publications
continued. This programme will significantly improve users’ ability to locate items in the online
catalogue.

Ephemera
The Empire Marketing Board collection, St Sepulchre’s Press Archive and Taylor 1798 Printings
collection were catalogued to item level. Cataloguing of the LO Folders collection was
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completed during the year, and work continued on the cataloguing of unlisted historical
proclamations and new acquisitions.
The process of reorganising and reclassifying the Historical Proclamations collection was begun.
Material is being reclassified into different subject categories with full call numbers being
provided.
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Preservation and Conservation
During the year the Library continued its financial contribution to, and participation in, the work
of the UK-based National Preservation Office (NPO). The Library is one of a number of Irish
bodies contributing to the NPO, including the National Archives of Ireland, the Library of Trinity
College Dublin and the Consortium of National and University Libraries (CONUL).
The first six months of 2006 were mainly taken up with work relating to the Library’s major
Joyce and Yeats exhibitions. The Joyce exhibition had to be carefully dismantled, and material
on loan made ready for return to its owners. A considerable volume of material, drawn from
both the printed and manuscript collections, as well as material on loan from both the Yeats
family and Mrs Anna MacBride White, was prepared for display in the Yeats exhibition which
opened in May. In addition, conservation staff prepared material for the display on Henrik Ibsen
in the front hall of the Main Library
In the latter part of the year conservation staff played a major role in setting up a Preservation
Assessment Survey of the Library’s holdings, using a statistical sampling method developed by
the NPO. This preparation involved the production of detailed maps of all collection storage
areas and the quantification of all shelving bays in unit sizes agreed with the NPO following site
visits. By the end of the year, preparatory work was well advanced and sampling of the Library’s
collections had begun.

Printed Books
Work continued on rehousing parts of the collections, in so far as time permitted given the
demands of the various exhibitions. Conservation staff continued to be involved in the Gale
Group ESTC (English Short-Title Catalogue of books published 1485-1800) microfilm project.
All titles are examined prior to filming in order to ensure that particularly vulnerable items can be
identified and minor conservation treatments carried out. Conservation staff provided advice,
training and suggestions on care and handling during filming; when filming was completed they
oversaw the phase boxing of the filmed items.

Manuscripts and Genealogical Office materials
Work continued on rehousing items in the collection. Particular emphasis was placed on
rehousing oversize manuscript volumes in phase boxes: approximately 103 such items were
housed over the course of the year.
Apart from the large volume of work involved in preparing and maintaining the Yeats collection
for exhibition, work was also carried out on preparing objects and mounts for manuscript
materials exhibited as part of the John Minihan Beckett exhibition in the National Photographic
Archive.
A manuscript volume containing a diary by Fenian prisoners was conserved, bound and housed
in a specially constructed receptacle prior to it being couriered to Freemantle Prison Museum,
Western Australia and installed in an exhibition there. Matthew Cains, Conservator, acted as
courier and, in September, he delivered a public lecture prepared by Gerard Lyne, Keeper of
Manuscripts, entitled ‘The Catalpa Escape – from Fremantle to Freedom’.
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Periodicals and Newspapers
In contrast to monographs, the long life cycle of most newspapers and periodicals means a high
cost commitment on the part of any institution that commits to their retention over time. The
Library’s policy is to acquire surrogate copies of newspapers on microfilm whenever possible in
order to provide reader access; this enables the originals to be stored as loose issues in acid-free
boxes. Periodicals are either sent to commercial binders for full or drill binding, or if suitable,
are stored as loose issues in acid-free boxes.
During 2006 expenditure was incurred with an external agency on binding 660 newspaper
volumes and 105 volumes of periodicals, in addition to drill binding 721 volumes of periodicals
and carrying out 28 repairs. 101 items were also bound in-house. Acid-free boxes were acquired
for the storage of loose issues of periodicals and current newspapers.

NEWSPLAN
The NEWSPLAN Implementation Committees in Ireland and the UK and the Ireland
NEWSPLAN Panel support the important work of preservation microfilming carried out by the
Library. During the year, the Irish committees met alternately in Belfast and Dublin and Library
representatives regularly attended these meetings.
The Microfilm Unit produced 271 reels of newspapers on microfilm in 2006. 19 different titles
were filmed, which is quite a limited number when compared with previous years. This is as a
result of restructuring in the work of the Microfilm Unit; it is also due to a large run of the Cork
Evening Echo being filmed. A list was drawn up of the 45 remaining ‘priority 1’ titles for which
the Library holds hardcopy files. This is to form the main body of filming work in 2007.
In addition to filming, the Library also acquired microfilms to replace heavily-used and damaged
hardcopy newspapers, and microfilms of Irish newspapers not contained in the Library’s
holdings.
Newspapers on microfilm were sold to county libraries, university libraries and private
individuals.

Photographs
The rehousing of the large format historical proclamations collection was largely completed.
Other materials sorted and rehoused during the year included: all playbills, the St Sepulchre’s
Press Archive, the Taylor 1798 Printings collection and a large amount of modern ephemera.
Work continued on the Holloway collection of theatrical ephemera and the rehousing of
programmes from smaller Irish theatres was begun.
Phase boxing and other preservation tasks continued to be carried out on newly acquired early
photographic albums.

Prints and Drawings
The Delmas Conservation Bindery continued to carry out work for the Department of Prints and
Drawings during the year. All works in the Stapleton Collection were fully conserved in
preparation for a major publication and exhibition of the drawings in 2007. In addition, 135
original cartoons by Gordon Brewster (1889-1946) were also treated.
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Ordnance Survey Map Project
In June, work resumed on the preservation of the Library’s Ordnance Survey maps; this project
involves the disbinding, cleaning, repair and rehousing of maps, as well as entering map details
into a database of Ordnance Survey Maps. The project’s priorities were determined by the
Ordnance Survey’s digitisation programme, as maps from the Library are being used to
compensate for gaps in the Ordnance Survey’s own holdings. 3,959 maps were prepared for
digitisation by the Ordnance Survey in the latter half of 2006.

Official Publications
Conservation work continues on the most fragile and heavily used material. Due to pressures on
space, certain less frequently consulted collections are housed offsite on 48-hour call. In light of
the space constraints, a review of collection policy was initiated with a view to using online
surrogates where possible. For example, some of the international organisations now provide
electronic forms of many of their publications.

Ephemera
The rehousing of the large format historical proclamations collection was largely completed.
Work continued on the Holloway collection of theatrical ephemera. All playbills were sorted and
rehoused and the rehousing of programmes from smaller Irish theatres was begun. Other material
sorted and rehoused during the year included the St Sepulchre’s Press Archive, the Taylor 1798
Printings collection and a large amount of modern ephemera.

Preservation Bindery
The flush binding system continued to be operated at the Technical Services Building throughout
the year; 1,094 items were processed. In addition to binding, work included the construction of
689 phase boxes and the making-up of mylar sleeves for the mainly sheet and pamphlet-type
material housed in the boxes.
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Office of the Chief Herald
The Chief Herald of Ireland performs the Board’s statutory functions in relation to heraldry,
namely to research, grant and confirm coats of arms and to maintain, preserve and make
accessible the records which arise from and contribute to these functions. The Office grants arms
to individuals as well as corporate bodies and civic authorities.
A total of 17 new Patents of Arms were completed during 2006, including those granting arms to
the United Diocese of Cork, Cloyne and Ross, the Association of Professional Genealogists in
Ireland and two former Lord Mayors of Dublin. In addition several smaller pieces were
undertaken, such as the ensigns for the Royal Naval Association (Cork and County) Sailing
Section and the Galway Bay Sailing Association. At the close of the year there were 27 open
files in progress.
The painting of entries to the so-called ‘Back Register’ project, which involves the repainting of
several hundred coats of arms entered into the Register of Arms in the Chief Herald’s Office
between 1936 and 1980, and originally recorded by means of black and white photostat copies,
continued throughout the year. Over 130 completed entries were photographed to allow for
eventual digitisation and access via the Library’s website.
The Roll of Arms begun during the 25th International Congress of Genealogical and Heraldic
Sciences held in Dublin in 2002 was completed for display at the 27th Congress in St Andrew’s,
Scotland. The Roll of Arms was intended as a record of those attending the Dublin Congress. It
is painted on vellum and is more than one metre long, containing 131 coats of arms and
decorated borders. It is unique in modern heraldry and was well received by delegates at the St
Andrew’s Congress. The Proceedings of the 25th Congress were published on CD Rom and
forwarded to all delegates, and to others on request.
During the year, staff of the Chief Herald’s Office dealt with approximately 1,200 enquiries and
requests received by letter, email and telephone. More than 200 people who called personally to
the Office were received by staff members.
The Chief Herald was invited to deliver the St Andrew’s Day lecture to the Heraldry Society of
Scotland on 4 December. The subject of the lecture was ‘Sources for Scottish Heraldry in
Ireland from 1315 to 1850’.
The Chief Herald also travelled to Canada at the invitation of the Royal Heraldry Society of
Canada. He attended a congress organised by the Society and delivered a lecture on the work of
the Chief Herald’s Office. He also visited the Canadian Heraldic Authority and met heralds and
painters there.
The Office was represented at the 27th International Congress of Genealogical and Heraldic
Sciences, held in St Andrew’s, Scotland in August.
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BOARD AND COMMITTEES OF THE BOARD
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Board of the National Library of Ireland
2006 was the first full year of the Board’s existence. During the year particular emphasis was placed on
strategic planning for the Library, on the finalisation of appropriate corporate governance procedures
and on the recruitment of senior staff.
The Board’s three committees (both statutory and non-statutory) continued to play an important role in
assisting and advising the Board on matters relating to their areas of responsibility.
The primary role of the Board is to decide matters of strategy, policy, finance and procedure, to analyse
and review the various activities of the Library and the Executive, and to consider recommendations
from Committees.
The Board operates to best practice corporate governance principles in accordance with the
Department of Finance guidelines set out in the Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies
which have been incorporated into the Board’s Code of Conduct and Corporate Governance
document adopted in October 2006, both in relation to its own activities and its use of Committees.
In accordance with the Ethics in Public Office Acts 1995 and 2001, Board members furnish a
statement of interests to the Director and to the Standards in Public Office Commission.
In accordance with the “Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies” the Library fully
complies with Government policy on the pay of chief executives and state body employees and with
government guidelines on the payment of fees to Board members. The pay of the Chief
Executive/Director of the Library is consistent with the civil service salary scale for Principal Officer
Higher Scale.
Members of the Board 2006
J Gerard Danaher SC (Chairperson)
Patrick F Clyne
Bob Collins
Ida Delamer
Breda Kelly
Máire Mac Conghail
Susan McGrath
Niall MacMonagle
Brendan O Donoghue
James O’Shea
Margaret Toomey (to December 2006)
Noreen Whelan
Statutory Committees 2006
Genealogy and Heraldry Committee
Advises the Board on matters arising from the Board’s statutory powers and functions in the
areas of genealogy and heraldry.
Patrick F Clyne (Chair)
Ciara Breathnach
Shane English
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Paul Gorry
Máire Mac Conghail
Brendan O Donoghue
Aongus Ó hAonghusa – ex-officio
Fergus Gillespie – ex-officio
Readers Advisory Committee
Advises the Board in relation to any matters pertaining to the provision of a library and
information service to members of the public including the dissemination of literature in relation
to the Library’s collections.
Noreen Whelan (Chair)
Marie Coleman
J Anthony Gaughan
Angie Kinnane
Seamus Leahy
Marie Reddan
Non-Statutory Committee
As part of the ongoing systematic review of the control environment and governance procedures
within the Library, the role of the Audit Committee is to oversee the Internal Audit function and
advise the Board in relation to the operation and development of that function.
Breda Kelly (Chair)
Bob Collins
John O Callaghan
Board attendance
The Board of the National Library of Ireland held a total of ten meetings during the year. The
Board is composed of 12 members and is chaired by Mr J Gerard Danaher SC. The Board
includes two representatives from the Royal Dublin Society, Mrs Ida Delamer and Mr Patrick
Clyne, appointed by the Minister under section 19(9) of the 1997 Act, and one staff member, Ms
Margaret Toomey, appointed under section 19(8) of the Act. Ms Toomey’s term of office as a
Board member came to an end in December when she retired from the Library. Attendance at the
ten Board meetings was as follows:
J Gerard Danaher (Chairman)
Patrick Clyne
Bob Collins
Ida Delamer
Breda Kelly
Susan McGrath
Máire Mac Conghail
Niall MacMonagle
Brendan O Donoghue
James O’Shea
Margaret Toomey
Noreen Whelan

10
7
8
9
10
6
9
8
9
0
10
9
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ORGANSATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
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Corporatisation
The process of completing the transition to Board status and the associated development of a
separate corporate identity continued to be a major focus for the Library in the period under
review in accordance with the provisions of the National Cultural Institutions Act 1997.
Two key positions in the Library’s internal administration services – Head of Finance and Head
of Human Resources – were filled. These appointments, which are effective from January and
February 2006 respectively, were made following an open competitive recruitment process.
Other staffing resources agreed as part of the corporatisation process were also put in place
including a Higher Executive Officer reporting to the Head of Finance and an additional
Executive Officer reporting to the Head of Human Resources.
Following the establishment of the stand-alone Finance and HR functions, which operate under
the Heads of Finance and Human Resources, the Library increasingly assumed direct
responsibility for the management and development of these areas, with a number of key
developments in 2006 including:
Finance:
•

With effect from 1 January 2006, the Library assumed responsibility for its own payroll
function through the shared services facility operated by the Department of Justice,
Equality and Law Reform in Killarney.

•

The first statutory accounts for the Library in respect of the period 3 May 2005 to 31
December 2005 were prepared and audited, thus meeting the statutory deadline for
submission to the Comptroller and Auditor General/Minister. The accounts also contained
the necessary pensions’ liability information consistent with the new FRS17 Accounting
Standard. The latter information had been compiled by financial consultants, Aon, who
were selected following a tender process to ensure Library compliance with the new
Accounting standard.

•

Following a recommendation by the Board Audit Committee, the Library sought tenders
for an outsourced internal audit function in the latter part of 2006.

Human Resources:
•

A computer-based personnel system, known as the Human Resources Management
System (HRMS), went live in the Library in March 2006.

•

The Performance Management and Development System (PMDS) was relaunched in
March 2006, with refresher training sessions provided for all staff.

•

Policies on child protection and (revised) bullying and harassment policies were put in
place.
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•

The Institute of Public Administration (IPA) was contracted in late 2006 to carry out a
Training Needs Analysis (TNA) of the Library with a view to preparing a three-year
training plan to support delivery of the Library’s business objectives.

•

A number of promotion and recruitment campaigns were undertaken in 2006 including a
recruitment process for the new post of IT Manager (filled in early 2007).

Strategic Planning
During 2006, the Library began the process of preparing a three-year Strategic Plan 2007–2009,
the core strategic aims and objectives of which were agreed by the Board in November 2006.
Preparation of the draft plan involved a very extensive process of consultation both within and
outside the organisation. It was facilitated and assisted by a consultant, who was appointed
following a tender process. A newspaper advertisement elicited a healthy response from the
public, and interested organisations and bilateral meetings with key stakeholders were also
arranged.
Buildings
Since its establishment the Board has emphasised the need for the further improvement of the
Library’s physical infrastructure. The Board has identified the development of a storage facility
on the Kildare Street site as a critically important project. During the year the Office of Public
Works prepared revised proposals in relation to the facility and submitted a fresh application to
the planning authority. Planning permission was granted in October 2006 but this was appealed
to An Bord Pleanála. A final decision from An Board Pleanála was due in early 2007.
A small works project in the main Library building was completed in the latter part of 2006; this
resulted in improved service areas for the public, including increased space for the Library’s shop
and improved staff accommodation.
Partnership
The Library’s Partnership Committee met on seven occasions during 2006 dealing with a wide
range of issues including progress reports on the modernisation programme as required under the
Social Partnership agreement “Sustaining Progress”; preparation of a new Library Action Plan
under the Social Partnership agreement “Towards 2016”; strategic planning process; internal
communications; customer service issues, and draft Irish language scheme.
Joint Conciliation Council
The inaugural meeting of the Joint Conciliation Council – the industrial relations forum within
the Library – took place on 21 June 2006 and a further two meetings of the Council were held in
2006.
Health and Safety
The Library continues to take measures to protect the health and safety of staff and visitors to its
premises in line with the requirements of the Health, Safety and Welfare at Work Act 2005. The
Library’s Health and Safety Committee met on three occasions in 2006.
Health and safety initiatives in 2006 included:
o First aid training for staff;
o Manual handling training;
o Fire drills;
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o
o
o
o

Sprinkler training;
Subsidised flu vaccine for staff;
Subsidised health screening service for staff;
VDU risk assessment for each individual staff member;

At its November 2006 meeting, the Board agreed that health and safety would be a Board agenda
item every quarter. Health and safety is also a standing item at all meetings of the Library’s
Partnership Committee and the Joint Conciliation Council.
Freedom of Information
The Library complies with the Freedom of Information Acts 1997 and 2003.
During 2006, the Library received eleven requests under the Acts, of which ten were granted in
whole or in part and one was withdrawn. .
Retirements
In 2006, the following staff retired from the Library:
•
•
•
•

Dónall Ó Luanaigh
Peter Kenny
Margaret Toomey
Stephen McCormack

The Library wishes them well in their retirement.
Staff Numbers
The following is a breakdown of staff posts in the Library in 2006, including the additional
administrative posts sanctioned to facilitate the establishment of the Library as an independent
body.
Grade

Number of posts

Director
Keeper
Assistant Keeper Grade 1
Assistant Principal/equivalent
Assistant Keeper Grade 2
Research Fellow
Conservator
Heraldic Painter
HEO/equivalent
Senior Technical Officer
Photographer
Executive Officer
Senior Library Assistant/Technical Officer
Preservation Officer
Staff Officer
Clerical Officer
Cleaner
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1
6
9
4
14
1
2
1
4
1
1
3
4
1
1
12
3

Services Attendant
Telephonist
Library Assistant Grade 1
Library Assistant Grade 2
Library Assistant Grade 3
Science and Art Attendants
Studentships
Shop Staff (part-time)
Cleaners (part-time)
Exhibition Manager (temporary)
Tour Guide (temporary)
TOTAL

2
1
5
4
17
8
3
5
2
1
2
119

National Library of Ireland Trust
The National Library of Ireland Trust provides a mechanism whereby people may support the
Library by donation or bequest. Also the Trust is an approved body within the meaning of
section 848a of the Taxes Consolidation Act, 1997. Tax efficient donations can be made by both
private individuals and corporate bodies. Donations lodged to the credit of the Trust in 2006
amounted to €795.65.
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Appendix I
Donors and Donations
Books, pamphlets etc
Stephen Griffin: A large collection of books relating to the Irish presence in the USA

Manuscripts
Anon: Copy of the will of William Hopkins of Clonegall, County Carlow, Ireland, 1809.
AIB Group: Pre-“work in progress” Finnegans Wake drafts, 1923 by James Joyce, 6 sheets
Mr Peter Bomford: Bomford family papers. Collection of documents concerning the Bomford
family of Oakley Park, Kells, Co Meath, including deeds, wills, and leases relating to the
Bomford, Coates, and Maxwell families and lands in Meath, Dublin, and Limerick. 1692-1910.
Mr Aleksandar Bocvarov: Typescript screenplay by Aleksandar Bocvarov entitled “When the
man is red”. Acknowledgement to Karol Makowski. Set in Dublin. 2006.
Major Michael D’Arcy: Collection of papers relating to the D’Arcy Family of Hyde Park,
Killucan, County Westmeath. Correspondence, deeds, estate papers, account books. 16691946.
Delap Family: Letter from Sir Hugh Lane to Richard Caulfield Orpen (August 25, 1906)
regarding the proposed Dublin Municipal Art Gallery.
Mr Anthony Ffrench: Newspaper cuttings and correspondence relating to the Anti-Apartheid
Movement in Ireland and the associated campaigns against advertising in Ireland for jobs in
South Africa.
Michael Gwinnell: PhD thesis 1982 by Mary Frances Gwinnell entitled ‘Some aspects of the
historical geography of County Wexford 1770-1870.
Mr John F Headen: Timahoe: Suppressed branch of the Irish National League. Minutes of
monthly meeting 7 July 1889. Also portraits of Cardinal Cullen, Robert Emmet and William
Smith O’Brien.
Ms Yvonne Jerrold: Papers of Robert Brennan. Original typescripts/manuscripts of his
writings, donated by his granddaughter.
Mr Robert J Kavanagh: ‘The Errors of Religion’, unpublished manuscript by Morgan Peter
Kavanagh (c.1800-1874, author of novels and works on philology)
Mr John Kearney: Play by AN Coughlan entitled ‘The return room – a play in 4 episodes.’
Typescript with numerous manuscript annotations, written in 1965.
Catherine and John Lalor: Copy of the farm account ledger “Lalor Family of Clonegowan,
County Laois: Farm Account Book” ca 1850-1903.
Mr James Larkin: Collection of newspaper articles and correspondence (all copies) relating to
James Larkin, trade union leader and co-founder of the Irish Labour Party. Collected and
presented by his now deceased grandson.
Mr Jim Larragy: Archive on the Irish Far Left, 1960s-1970s. Includes publications and
pamphlets such as the Irish Workers Group (IWG), Irish Militant, An Solas and Worker’s
Republic
Mr Jim Larragy: IWG Archive: 222 items including copies of internal bulletins, Apprentices
United, leaflets, manifestos, letters, press cuttings, pamphlets and programmes.
Dr Rolf Loeber: Four manuscript notebooks by Francis Carroll. One manuscript notebook by
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DJ O’Donoghue. Index of pseudonyms by Francis Carroll. Index of first lines of Irish poetry
by Francis Carroll. Index notebook by Francis Carroll, including pencil sketch entitled
“Winter”. Ca 1959. Manuscript notebook on words by Francis Carroll. Manuscript notebook
by D.J. O’Donoghue.
Mr Andrew Logue: Reformatory and Industrial Schools Systems Report, 1970; Copy of
CARE application form for Seminar ‘Secure Accommodation and Disordered Youngsters’
February 25, 1978; copy of letter to the Chairman, CARE, from the Department of Education,
March 14, 1978; pamphlet entitled ‘Urgent: who wants a children’s prison in Ireland?’
compiled and circulated by CARE, Campaign for the Care of Deprived Children, February
1978; ten newspaper cuttings from The Irish Times, The Irish Independent, The Irish Press and
The Sunday Independent, 1978-1979.
Mr Rafique Mottiar: Irish Anti-Apartheid Movement Papers and Papers of its successor
organisation, Ireland South Africa Association.
Family of Bartholomew and Helena Murphy: Memorial to the Marquis of Salisbury and the
Chief Secretary for Ireland concerning proposed legislation affecting Irish local government.
Ms Mary O’Connell: Manuscript and typescript notes on the history of Glasnevin and district.
Mr Brendan O Donoghue Speech by Mr Brendan O Donoghue at launch (July 6, 2006) in
National Library of Ireland of book Print Culture and Intellectual Life in Ireland, 1660-1941:
essays in honour of Michael Adams.
Ms Eithne O’Leary: Blake Knox Papers. Estate records, maps and correspondence relating to
West of Ireland, London and Dublin properties.
Very Rev Tomás B Ó Luanaigh, PP: MA thesis 2004 by Tomás B Ó Luanaigh entitled ‘A
chomharsain, ná leighidh an chainnt breá fén gcré: an investigation of the ‘saíocht’ of a Kerry
parish in Beara.
Gearóid Ó Lúing and Róisín Ní Lúing: Papers of Seán Ó Lúing. Born in Ballyferriter, County
Kerry, in 1917, he worked in Dáil Éireann’s Translation Department between 1943 and 1982.
His publications include Irish language biographies of Art Ó Gríofa, John Devoy, Ó
Donnabháin Rossa, and biographies in English of Thomas Ashe and Kuno Meyer. Collection
includes manuscript notebooks, correspondence, documents, typescripts, proofs of books,
drafts and newspaper cuttings.
Aighleann O’Shaughnessy: Letter from William (Gwilym) George, brother of D Lloyd
George, to Máirtín Ó Flathartaigh, secretary of An Chomhairle Oideachais, Dublin, concerning
preservation of the Welsh language and inquiring how the Irish language is used by public
bodies in Ireland, 1950.
Aighleann O’Shaughnessy: Copy of part two of ‘The Spirit of the Nation’, a collection of
ballads originally published in ‘The Nation’ newspaper. Ballads and annotations by Thomas
Davis.
Mr Dermot O’Shea: Miscellaneous household receipts of the Stanley family of Shanganagh,
Cabinteely, dating from the 1930s.
Ms Susanne Pegley: Three poor rate collection books (cloth bound), one each for the electoral
divisions of Cloncurry, Clonsill and Saggard in the union of Celbridge, County Kildare, 1855.
Mr Declan Ryan: John Ryan Collection: Includes playing cards: memento of John Ryan’s
incarceration in Mountjoy Prison and the hunger strikes by the Republican prisoners during
October and November 1923. Each card is autographed signed. Also, a copy of Hamley’s
‘Operations of War’, inscribed by Seán T Ó Ceallaigh to Frank Aiken. Autograph letters from
Nellie Murphy and P O’Loughlin to Debbie Garvey, Cahirciveen, County Kerry. St Patrick’s
Day postcard (1924) from a ‘North Wexford sympathiser’ to Mr John Ryan, Harepark Camp,
The Curragh. Ink/watercolour sketch of life in the Curragh Internment Camp, entitled
‘Queueing up for unrationed goods’. Mountjoy prison card for John Ryan.
Ms Maura Scannell: Copy of newspaper article about Percy French from the Formsby Times
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(April 11, 2002) entitled ‘Famed writer to be remembered’ by Kevin Matthews.
Mr Brendan Toomey: Letters and papers of John Toomey and Joseph Toomey relating to their
time in Knutsford Jail and Frongoch Internment Camp, 1916, including prison autograph book
for Frongoch. Letter from Kevin O’Higgins appointing Mr Toomey Governor of Portlaoise
Jail, 1922. References from General Costello and General MacMahon. 1923-1928.

Periodicals and newspapers
Marist Fathers, Dundalk: Collection of 20 miscellaneous Dublin-based newspapers 1820-1841
Mr Andrew Steven: Collection of politically significant periodicals and newspapers
Photographs
Kinsella family: Dick Kinsella Collection of photographs of trade union activities 1940-61
PB Maher: The Ireland Albums
Prints and Drawings
Jan de Bie: Woodblock print entitled Waiting at the station – Gas from a Burner
Haakon Gullvaag: Limited edition print of portrait of Ibsen.
Martyn Turner: 900 political cartoons for The Irish Times.

Ephemera
Rory Campbell: Collection of Irish ballet programmes
Maura Scannell: Set of Elinor Wiltshire designed Christmas cards
Richard Fisher: British Government permit book to visit Tralee dated July 1918
Patrick Hawe: Commemorative programme to mark the presentation in 2006 of the Freedom
of the City of Dublin to Ronnie Delany and Bob Geldof (the programme is also signed by Bob
Geldof)
Roy Clements: Programme for the UK National Theatre’s 2006 production of James Joyce’s
Exiles.
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Other materials
In addition to the items listed mentioned above, the following donors generously contributed to
the Library’s collections in 2006:
Mr Gilbert James Adams
Americana Buddhist Temple
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki
Banbridge Writer’s Circle
Ms Jennifer Barrer
Fr M Barrett
Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University
Birmingham Irish Heritage Centre
Blackstaff Press
Diarmuid Breathnach
Mr Giuseppe Brescia
The British Record Society
Mr Patrick Byrne
Mr Jimmie E. Cain
Mr Francisco Carneiro de Cunha
Mr Kevin Anthony Cheevers
Christopher Reeve Foundation
The Church of Scientology Inc., Australia
The City of God, California, USA
Roy Clements
Club of Odd Volumes
Mr James E. Crockett
Cyprus Library
Dr Bruce Davison
Mr Jan de Bie
Department of Foreign Affairs
Ms Brigida Desebrock
Divine Park Trust, India
Mr Eamon Doyle
Elkhound Publications
Ms Christine Ellis
Embassy of the Republic of Turkey
Equality Commission for Northern Ireland
European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies
Mr Patrick Farrell
Prof Fabio Flego
The Forest of Belfast
Dr Wilhelm Fuger
Gen-Find Research Associates Inc
43

Ms Catherine Godwin
Gritpoul Inc
Mr Robert Grumbacher
Thomas Gunther
Bryan and Jenny Hacker
Harmonia Press
Dr HGA Hughes
Mr Patrick Hawe
Hitotsubashi University
International OCSCO World Press
International Relations of Astan Quds Razavi
The Islamic Foundation, Leicestershire
Island Publications, Antrim
JAH Publications
Mr Robert Leland Johnson
John and Marion Johnston
Ms Catherine Kavanagh
Dr Margaret Kelleher
Mr John Lalor
Mr Thomas P Langdon
Lietuvos Karo Akademija
Linen Hall Library
Loffredo Editore
Lord Longford (Thomas Pakenham)
Lviv Academy of Commerce, Ukraine
Mr Kevin McCarthy
Mr Sean McGlinn
Mr Gerry McGowan
Ms Barbara McLaughlin
Dr Philip Maddock
Mayo County Council
Mr Frode Mellemvik
Ministry of Culture, Thailand
Dr John Moulden
Mullaghbane Community Association
Prof Ciaran Murray
Museo Nacional de Columbia
Dr Taysir Nashif
Mr Walter W Nelson
Mr Pádraig Ó Baoill
Mr Eoghan Ó hAnnracháin
Mr Niall O Carroll
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Mr Kevin O’Connor
Mr Brendan O Donoghue
Mr Gearóid O Lúing
Mr Hugh Oram
Pictet & Cie
The Pretty Swan Press
Mr Stuart Rosenblatt
Royal Irish Academy
Royal Norwegian Embassy
St Mary’s Convent, Middlesex
St Padraic Press
Mr James Scannell
Mr James O Schuyler
Mr Richard R Simmons
Slavic Research Centre
Societa Dalmata di Storia Patria, University of Venice
Prof Yoshihide Suzuki
Ministry of Culture, TV and Radio broadcasting of Turkmenistan
Ulster Historical Foundation
Universidad de la Laguna, Spain
Universita Degli Studi Roma Tre, Rome
Mr CA Veelenturf
James Wilder
Mr GPR Wilson
Dr Rafal Witkowski
J Howard Woolmer
Y&H Publishers, Israel
Ms Marina P Zografou
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Appendix 2
National Library of Ireland Society
The National Library of Ireland Society is a voluntary organisation which aims to publicise the
Library’s resources and needs, and generally to support the Library. The Society arranges an
annual series of talks and an annual outing to historic houses and other venues.
Annual membership costs €25 (reduced to €10 in the case of students and €15 for persons aged
65 and over). Corporate membership, which is by invitation only, may be had for €1,000 per
annum.
The following lectures were delivered to the Society during the year.
Deirdre McMahon
An Oral History of Irish Catholic Missionaries in India
Respondent: Dr Margaret MacCurtain
Hilary Pyle
Sadhbh Trinseach: What the National Library notebooks reveal
Respondent: Mr Dónall O Luanaigh
Shivaun O’Casey
Film: Sean O’Casey: under a coloured cap
Respondent: Professor Christopher Murray
Ciaran and Margaret Ó hOgartaigh
Teaching accounting in eighteenth century Ireland?
Respondent: Professor Louis Cullen
Brian Lynch
From wireless to web: Easter week and Irish broadcasting
Respondent: Professor Michael Laffan
L Perry Curtis
And the walls come tumbalin’ down: the battering ram and Irish evictions
Respondent: Dr Kevin Whelan
Anne Dolan
Killing and Bloody Sunday – November 1920
Respondent: Dr Pauric Travers
The AGM held in June was followed by a reading by Clare Keegan. Professor Declan Kiberd
responded on behalf of the Society
The Society’s Annual Outing took place on 1 July. Members visited visited Tullynally castle
and gardens, Clonmacnoise and Fore Abbey.
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The Society’s Christmas evening began with a seasonal reception and was followed by guided
tours of the Library’s award-winning exhibition Yeats: the life and works of William Butler
Yeats.
In 2005 the Society agreed to publish a Festschrift to mark the retirement in June 2006 of Mr
Dónall Ó Luanaigh, Keeper of Collections in the National Library after 43 years’ service. Mr Ó
Luanaigh served in various departments of the Library throughout that time. He was a founder
member of the Society and was Hon Secretary for eight years. The Festschrift represents the
Society’s acknowledgement of the contribution that he made to the Library and to the Society. It
is also an opportunity to assemble the work of many who have lectured to the Society in recent
years. The Festscrift has been submitted to the publishers, Four Courts Press, and will be
published in autumn 2007. Mr Felix M Larkin has edited this volume.
The officers of the Society for 2005-2006 were as follows:
Chair: Rev Fr J Anthony Gaughan
Vice-Chair: Dr Muriel McCarthy
Secretary: Ms Sandra McDermott
Treasurer: Mr Felix M Larkin
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