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This illustration is one of almost 600 items in the National Library’s collection of works by Harry
Clarke, Ireland’s most important stained glass artist and a major Symbolist of the early 20th century.
The collection includes a wide array of original drawings, stained glass designs and cartoons; a fabric
design, original photographs and glass plate negatives; memorial and other graphic designs. It also
includes many first editions and limited editions of books illustrated by Clarke including Fairy Tales from
Andersen (New York; Dodd, Mead & Company).
On behalf of the Royal Danish Embassy, the National Library of Ireland is pleased to host
Once Upon a Time, a temporary exhibition to commemorate the 200th anniversary of the
birth of Hans Christian Andersen. The exhibition, in travelling format, comes to Dublin for
just six weeks, before moving on to Edinburgh for Festival time there.
In tandem with Once Upon a Time, the Library has devised a programme of related
events including storytelling and workshops for children on Saturdays and a short series
of public lectures on Andersen’s work and his enduring influence. For information on
these Library activities, please see our website www.nli.ie or contact the Library at (01)
603 0200.
Once Upon a Time, which opens to the public on Friday, 10 June, will be located in the
main Library building.
For more information on the worldwide celebration of the Hans Christian Andersen
bicentenary, and the many related events, see the HCA2005 website: www.hca2005.com

Recent National Library Events
The Minister for Education and Science, Mary Hanafin TD,
pictured with Department of Education and Science History
In-Service Team members Pat Callan, Gerard O’Sullivan, Fidelma
Maguire, John Dredge and Linda Neary at the reception held on 27
April to launch Leaving Certificate Case Studies Online: a resource
for teachers of Leaving Certificate History.
Produced jointly by the National Library of Ireland and the National
Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA), this Internet-based
resource is aimed at supporting the recently revamped Leaving
Certificate History curriculum.

Recent Library Publications
The final instalment of the Joyce Studies 2004 Series has recently
been published. These twenty-one pamphlets present to a general
audience a broad variety of subjects and themes by specialists in
their field. The topics include the triumphs and difficulties Joyce
experienced as a writer; the censorship and copyright issues his
publishers and editors faced; his complicated connections to other
writers (Dante, Pound and Beckett) and other movements (realism
and modernism); his reading habits and interests (classical and
contemporary); his life-long love of music and song; how novices,
enthusiasts and scholars continue to read and interpret his books;
how we can explore the commonplace and profound and all along
revel in the local and universal humour in James Joyce’s works.

Sara Smyth, curator, National Photographic Archive; Aongus Ó hAonghusa, National Library Director,
and the Minister for Housing and Urban Renewal, Mr Noel Ahern TD (centre) who opened the
Streets broad and narrow exhibition at the National Photographic Archive, Temple Bar on 9 March.

The series editors are Dr Luca Crispi, James Joyce Research
Fellow, National Library of Ireland and Catherine Fahy, Keeper of
Special Programmes.
The pamphlets, which cost €5 each, are available from the Library
Bookshop, or by mail order. They may also be ordered via the
Library’s website www.nli.ie.
Complete series titles as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

Patricia Cockram – James Joyce and Ezra Pound: A More than Literary Friendship
Michael Patrick Gillespie – Ulysses and the American Reader
John Gordon – Almosting It: Joyce’s Realism
Joe Schork – Joyce and the Classical Tradition
Sam Slote – Ulysses in the Plural: The Variable Editions of Joyce’s Novel
Robert Spoo – Three Myths for Aging Copyrights: Tithonus, Dorian Gray, Ulysses
Dirk Van Hulle – Joyce and Beckett Discovering Dante
Vincent J Cheng – Joyce, Race, and Colonialism
Kimberly J Devlin – Taste and Consumption in Ulysses
A. Nicholas Fargnoli – Joyce’s Catholic Moments
Cheryl Temple Herr – Joyce and the Art of Shaving
Sebastian D G Knowles – Humor Detection in Ulysses
Geert Lernout – James Joyce, Reader
Margot Norris – Ulysses for Beginners
Hans Walter Gabler – The Rocky Road to Ulysses
Judith Harrington – James Joyce: Suburban Tenor
Sean Latham – Joyce’s Modernism
Gerard Long – A Twinge of Recollection: the National Library in 1904 and
thereabouts
19. Patrick A McCarthy – Joyce, Family, Finnegans Wake
20. Ira B Nadel – Joyce and His Publishers
21. Fran O’Rourke – Allwisest Stagyrite: Joyce’s Quotations from Aristotle

Peter Costello, author and historian, and Professor John Turpin, former Trustee of the National
Library pictured at the official opening of Streets broad and narrow.

Carol Kealy and Mary Ahern, Fifth Year students at Malahide Community School, who attended the
launch by the Minister for Education and Science of Leaving Certificate Case Studies Online. They
are pictured here with Dr Brian Kirby, former holder of the one-year studentship post, which was
established by the Library in 2003 to undertake the work involved in developing the joint National
Library of Ireland/National Council for Curriculum and Assessment collaborative project.

Autonomy for the National Library
On 22 April, Mr John O’Donoghue TD, Minister for Arts, Sport and
Tourism confirmed his intention to establish the National Library of
Ireland and the National Museum of Ireland as autonomous national
cultural institutions under the provisions of the National Cultural
Institutions Act 1997. This took effect on 3 May.
The new Board of the National Library of Ireland was also announced
by the Minister on 22 April. The Board, which met for the first time
on 11 May, is chaired by Mr Gerard Danaher, SC, and is composed
as follows:
Gerard Danaher SC, Chairperson; Senior Counsel
Patrick F Clyne, judge
Bob Collins, former Director-General, RTÉ
Ida Delamer, former Trustee, National Library of Ireland;
silver consultant
Breda Kelly, company director
Máire Mac Conghail, professional genealogist; member Irish
Manuscripts Commission
Susan McGrath, civil servant
Niall MacMonagle, teacher; broadcaster
Brendan O Donoghue, former Director, National Library of Ireland;
former Secretary, Department of the Environment
Jim O’Shea, former Trustee, National Library of Ireland;
former hotelier
Margaret Toomey, Executive Officer, National Library of Ireland
Noreen Whelan, former Trustee, National Library of Ireland; teacher
Speaking in relation to this historic change in the Library’s governance,
Minister O’Donoghue said:
‘I am pleased to take the historic decision that will make the
National Library of Ireland an independent institution in control of
its own destiny and responsible for its own affairs. The Chairman,

Gerard Danaher and the members of the new Board will be supported
by the talented and dedicated staff of the Library and its new Director,
Aongus Ó hAonghusa.
‘The staff of the Library and their representatives engaged with my
Department and responded in a very positive way on the measures
that were necessary under the Act to convey independence to the
Library, and I thank them for that response. The National Library will be
in a better position to provide enhanced support and services to the
public from now on. The National Library and its wonderful collections
are in safe hands – I wish them well.’

The National Library of Ireland was established by
the Dublin Science and Art Museum Act, 1877,
which provided that the bulk of the collections in the
possession of the Royal Dublin Society should be
vested in the then Department of Science and Art
for the benefit of the public and of the Society, and
for the purposes of the Act. An Agreement of 1881
provided that the Library should operate under the
superintendence of a Council of twelve Trustees,
eight of whom were appointed by the Society
and four by the Government; this Agreement also
conferred on the Trustees the duty of appointing
the officers of the Library. This historic arrangement
ended with the establishment of the National Library
of Ireland as a non-commercial semi-State cultural
institution on 3 May 2005 under the National
Cultural Institutions Act, 1997.

Mr John O’Donoghue, TD, Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism is photographed here with members of the Board of the National Library of Ireland.
Standing (from left) are Niall MacMonagle; Jim O’Shea, Brendan O Donoghue; Noreen Whelan, Bob Collins; Margaret Toomey; Phil Furlong, Secretary General, Department of Arts,
Sport and Tourism; Máire MacConghail; Patrick F Clyne. Seated (from left) are Breda Kelly; Gerard Danaher SC, Chairperson; John O’Donoghue, TD, Minister for Arts, Sport and
Tourism; Aongus Ó hAonghusa, Director, National Library of Ireland; Susan McGrath.

Gaelic Association for the Preservation and Cultivation
of National Pastimes (Case Studies in Irish History
No. 5 – The GAA to 1891)
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Launch of new online resource for Leaving Certificate History
At a reception held in the National Library of Ireland on 27 April, the
Minister for Education and Science, Mary Hanafin, TD, launched
Leaving Certificate Case Studies Online: a resource for teachers
of Leaving Certificate History.
Produced jointly by the National Library of Ireland and the National
Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA), this Internet-based
resource is aimed at supporting the recently revamped Leaving
Certificate History curriculum. In particular, the resource aims to
help students develop their faculties of criticism, comprehension
and objectivity by providing them with an opportunity for close
work on primary source research material – doing so in a userfriendly and accessible way.
The new Internet-based resource, provides a substantial and
interesting selection of documents linked to six case studies (three
each for the Early Modern Ireland and Modern Ireland syllabus
options), each of which includes a general introduction to the topic
in question, biographical notes, a glossary of key terms and a
series of questions.
Minister Hanafin praised both the Library and the NCCA for
their commitment to the project and for their overall support for
initiatives in education. Speaking at the official launch ceremony,
the Minister (who taught History and Irish at the Dominican College,
Sion Hill, Co Dublin before entering politics) said:
‘I find it fascinating to see how a topic such as the 1885-1886
elections, previously considered quite heavy-going by many
students, has been brought to life through this documents-based
online resource.
‘The National Library has a long history of producing education
resource packs. Since the 1970s, thanks to the tremendous work of
people like Dr Noel Kissane, teachers and budding young historians
have been provided with superb packs of documents and historical
maps on topics such as Daniel O’Connell, the Great Famine and
Athbheocan na Gaeilge – packs which continue to be reprinted on
a regular basis to this day. In many respects, the move to a wholly
electronic resource pack is the logical extension of what the Library
has been doing for almost four decades’, said the Minister.

Leaving Certificate Case Studies Online: a resource for teachers
of Leaving Certificate History is the result of the collaborative
project between the National Library and the NCCA. A special
one-year studentship post was established in the Library in 2003
to undertake the work involved. The recipient of the studentship
was Dr Brian Kirby.
Under the guidance of a steering committee (which comprised
Dr Noel Kissane and Gerry Lyne, former and current Keepers
of Manuscripts at the National Library; Dr Ciaran Brady of the
Department of Modern History, Trinity College, and John Dredge
of the NCCA), Dr Kirby spent the studentship year researching
and selecting the materials for six case studies, in addition to
composing questions, writing biographical notes and introductory
notes.
Speaking at the launch, Library Director, Aongus Ó hAonghusa,
said:
‘We are delighted to have materials from the National Library’s
collections used for this purpose. This kind of engagement with
primary source material is at the core of what we do as a national
cultural institution and brings the student, and indeed the general
interest reader, beyond the dates-and-facts approach to history.
‘Moreover, it can significantly alter one’s perception of history
– just think of the impact of the original source and the directness
of the message it can convey; look at some of the primary source
materials on display here this evening. Consider for example the
very personal insight offered by the contemporary diary entry
from Sir George Fottrell, dated 11 September 1885, referring to
the arrival of the new Catholic Archbishop of Dublin; his support
for Home Rule, and a meeting with Sir Charles Russell’, Mr Ó
hAonghusa concluded.
While the case studies’ main focus is on the Leaving Certificate
History curriculum, they will also be of interest to a wider audience,
including researchers, amateur historians and all those interested
in understanding our past.
The Leaving Certificate History Case Studies Online can be
accessed on www.nli.ie, www.ncca.ie and www.scoilnet.ie/

Seoladh acmhainn ar-líne nua do Stair na hArdteistiméireachta
Sheol an tAire Oideachais agus Eolaíochta, Mary Hanafin,
TD, Leaving Certificate Case Studies Online: acmhainn do
mhúinteoirí Stair na hArdteistiméireachta ag fáiltiú a tionóladh i
Leabharlann Náisiúnta na hÉireann an 27 Aibreán.
Tá an acmhainn idirlín-bhunaithe seo, a tháirg Leabharlann Náisiúnta
na hÉireann i gcomhar leis an gComhairle Náisiúnta Curaclaim
agus Measúnachta (NCCA), dírithe ar thacú le Curaclam Stair na
hArdteistiméireachta a bhfuil athchóiriú déanta air le déanaí. Go
sonrach, is í aidhm na formáide nua cuidiú le mic léinn a gcumas
criticeoireactha, tuisceana agus oibíochtúlachta a fhorbairt trí dheis
a thabhairt dóibh obair go dlúth ar ábhar taighde foinse bunaidh – á
dhéanamh sin ar bhealach inrochtana agus ar bhealach a chuidíonn
leis an úsáideoir.
Soláthraíonn an acmhainn Idirlín-bhunaithe nua rogha suntasach
agus suimiúil de cháipéisí atá nasctha le sé chás-staidéir (trí cinn
don rogha siollabais Luath Nua-Stair na hÉireann agus trí cinn don
rogha Nua-Stair na hÉireann), tá réamhrá ginearálta don ábhar atá
i gceist, nótaí beatháisnéiseacha, gluais na bpríomhtéarmaí agus
sraith ceisteanna san áireamh sa dá cheann acu.
Mhol an tAire Hanafin an Leabharlann agus an NCCA as a
dtiomantas don tionscadal agus as a dtacaíocht do thionscnaimh
in oideachas tríd is tríd. Ag labhairt di ag an tsearmanas seolta
oifigiúil, dúirt an tAire (a mhúin Stair agus Gaeilge ag an gColáiste
Doiminiceach, Cnoc Síon, Co. Bhaile Átha Cliath sular thug sí faoin
bpolaitíocht):
‘Is ábhar iontais dom a fheiceáil an tslí a bhfuil beocht tugtha
ag an acmhainn ar-líne cáipéis-bhunaithe seo, d’ábhar ar nós
toghchán na tréimhse 1885-1886, ábhar sách trom, dar le go leor
mac léinn roimhe seo.
‘Tá An Leabharlann Náisiúnta ag táirgeadh pacáistí acmhainne
staire le fada an lá. Ó na 1970idí ar aghaidh, a bhuíochas do
mhórobair leithéidí an Dr Noel Kissane, tá scothphacáistí cáipéisí
agus léarcáileanna stairiúla faoi ábhair ar nós Dónall Ó Conaill, An
Gorta Mór agus Athbheochan na Gaeilge á soláthar do mhúinteoirí
agus do staraithe óga – pacáistí atá fós á n-athchló sa lá atá inniu
ann. Ar go leor bealaí, is síneadh loighciúil í an ghluaiseacht chuig
pacáiste acmhainne atá go hiomlán leictreonach den mhéid atá ar
siúl ag an Leabharlann le beagnach dhá scór bliain anuas”, a dúirt
an tAire.
endent,
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Is mar thoradh ar thionscadal comhoibríoch idir an Leabharlann
Náisiúnta agus an NCCA atá Leaving Certificate Case Studies
Online: acmhainn do mhúinteoirí Stair na hArdteistiméireachta
ann. Bunaíodh post scoláireachta aon-bhliana speisialta sa
Leabharlann i 2003 le tabhairt faoin obair a bhain leis. Ba é an Dr
Brian Kirby a fuair an scoláireacht.
Faoi threoir an choiste stiúrtha, (comhdhéanta den Dr Noel
Kissane agus Gerry Lyne, iar-Choimeádaithe Lámhscribhinní ag
an Leabharlann Náisiúnta agus Coimeádaithe faoi láthair; an Dr
Ciaran Brady ón Roinn Nua-Staire, Coláiste na Tríonóide, agus
John Dredge an NCCA), chaith an Dr Kirby an bhliain scoláireachta
ag déanamh taighde ar ábhair agus á roghnú do shé chás-staidéir,
chomh maith le bheith ag cumadh ceisteanna agus ag scríobh nótaí
beatháisnéiseacha agus réamhnótaí.
Ag labhairt dó ag an seoladh, dúirt Aongus Ó hAonghusa, Stiúrthóir
na Leabharlainne:
‘Tá an-áthas orainn go bhfuil úsáid á baint as ábhair ó
bhailiúcháin na Leabharlainne Náisiúnta chun na críche sin. Tá an
cineál seo idirghníomhú le hábhar foinse bunaidh mar chroílár an
mhéid a dhéanaimid mar fhoras cultúrtha náisiúnta agus sáraíonn
sí an cur chuige dátaí-agus-fíricí i leith na Staire ar mhaithe leis an
mic léinn agus, go deimhin, ar mhaithe leis an léitheoir a bhfuil spéis
ginearálta aige nó aici sa stair.
‘Ina theannta sin, is féidir léi tuiscint an duine i leith na staire a
athrú go suntasach – smaoinigh ar thionchar an bhunfhoinse agus
ar dhíríocht na teachtaireachta ar féidir léi a thabhairt; breathnaigh
ar chuid de na hábhair foinse bunaidh atá ar taispeáint anseo
tráthnóna. Smaoinigh, mar shampla, ar an léargas fíorphearsanta
a thugann iontráil dialainne comhaimseartha ó Sir George Fottrell
ón 11 Meán Fómhair 1885, ag tagairt do theacht Ard-Easpaig
Chaitlicigh Bhaile Átha Cliath nua; dá thacaíocht do Rialtas
Dúchais, agus do chruinniú le Sir Charles Russell’, a chríochnaigh
an tUasal Ó hAonghusa.
Cé gurb é curaclam Stair na hArdteistiméireachta príomhfhócas
na gcás staidéir, is ábhar spéise freisin iad do níos mó daoine lena
n-áirítear taighdeoirí, staraithe amaitéaracha agus iad sin go léir a
bhfuil suim acu tuiscint a fháil ar ár stair.
Tá Cás Staidéir Staire Ardteistiméireachta Ar-Líne ar fáil ag
www.nli.ie, www.ncca.ie agus ag www.scoilnet.ie/hist,

Right: A handbill from the Dublin branches of the
Amalgamated Society of Tailors opposing un-unionised
labour and publishing the names of those tailors
engaged in the sweating system (July 1913) (NLI
William O’Brien Papers, MS 13,913/1) (Case Studies in
Irish History No. 6 – Dublin 1913 - Strike and Lockout)
Below: A Moonlight Flitting – St Stephen’s Review, 31
July 1886 (Case Studies in Irish History No. 4 – The
Elections of 1885 and 1886: issues and outcomes)

Restored treasure soon to go on view
Genre paintings, such as this one by Charles Henry Cook, painted
in 1867, are the Jack B Yeats’s of the future. We should be saving
them for Ireland, buying them for our national institutions before
it is too late, before they are all exported, claims Dr Claudia
Kinmonth, art historian, author and lecturer on Irish social history
and material culture.
Dr Kinmonth has been the main mover behind the restoration
of this 19th century oil painting, the existence of which was first
brought to her attention in 1989 by Elizabeth Kirwan, who at that
time held the post of Prints and Drawings Librarian in the National
Library.
Unfortunately, but understandably, the Library did not have a
budget for art restoration at the time; moreover Cook’s work was
neither well known nor well documented. However, such was Dr
Kinmonth’s conviction about the rarity and the importance of
the painting that she embarked on a personal crusade to have it
restored – she even went to the trouble of securing a private donor
to cover the cost of restoration and framing.
Several factors contribute to the importance of the piece.
First, Irish genre paintings are rare because art patronage tended
to be the preserve of aristocrats and merchants most of whom
commissioned family portraits, or pictures of their houses or their
horses. Very few individuals would have paid a large commission
for a work such as this, which is controversial both in terms of
subject content and execution.
Second, less than a dozen works attributed to Charles Henry
Cook have been identified since the 19th century; this is the most
complex and accomplished yet to come to light.
Third, it provides a wealth of information about rural society and
its rules and regulations, not least in terms of Irish social history
and material culture, but also with its depiction of details about
furniture and clothing – which have a distinctly Cork flavour.
Fourth, it is a narrative painting in the true sense.
‘While the painting can be read in lots of different ways, it is
undoubtedly about liaisons and the suitability of matches and of
partners. The scene is set in the back room of a pub, rather than
the main room of the pub, and that in itself is suggestive of things
which are not mainstream and perhaps slightly underground’,
states Dr Kinmonth.
‘What we have here is a group of people who are witnessing
a very young Irish girl dancing with a soldier from an English
regiment – something that would have been very controversial.
Her reputation is in tatters as a result. Cook tells us that in lots of

different ways – not least by suggesting that perhaps emigration is
a possibility after such an act. He does this by incorporating into
the work a popular caricature print of a work by the artist Erskine
Nichol entitled Outward-Bound (Dublin).’
There are other suggestions that the girl has done something
deeply shameful, has stepped over the mark and left the safe
enclosure of her parents’ control. One such depiction is the open
birdcage – the bird has flown.
Elsewhere, the artist has placed symbolic objects which the
Victorian audience could interpret like a piece of text. These
include the hanging key, and the somewhat battered red rose lying
on the floor draped over a stick twisted into a lover’s knot – all of
which carry romantic symbolism.
Cook also follows in a long artistic tradition of using flowers
symbolically. He represents the dancing girl by placing the daisy,
meaning innocence, and the primrose, symbolic of early youth,
beside the soldier’s belt and on the floor. Beneath the discarded
belt is an empty casket with its red lining visible, the lid open.
Again, this is a reference to the loss of something precious, like
the loss of the young girl’s innocence as a result of her dangerous
liaison.
The dead fowl draped across each other in the basket echo the
dancers’ roles and clothing; a reddish brown hen (the girl) lies
beneath the dazzlingly colourful mallard, with blood dripping
from his beak. Baccanalian motifs such as a vine leaf and a
bottle are representative and suggestive, along with the wild
oats that protrude from between the birds’ bodies. Numerous
interpretations, sometimes conflicting, can be found to explain
the language of flowers, but an imperfect rose implies the spoilt
chances of a respectable marriage. The fob watch and the heap
of coins, placed prominently on the table, may have been put
there innocently; equally, the presence of the money could be
interpreted as more reminiscent of a brothel than of a respectable
pub.
Whether the reading is one of youthful innocence dallying unwisely,
or something more controlled and sinister, the painting would
have been considered really shocking by contemporary Irish
audiences.
The work, entitled St Patrick’s Day, is one of 250 images to be
featured in Claudia Kinmonth’s book Irish domestic interiors
through art 1750-1950, which will be published by Yale University
Press in Spring 2006.
The painting will shortly go on view in the Library. It will also
form part of an exhibition of narrative pictures, to be held at the

Top Right: Homeward-Bound (New York). Lithograph after an
original painting attributed to Erskine Nichol [PD 3086 TX 2(2A)]
Right: Outward-Bound (Dublin). Lithograph after an original painting
attributed to Erskine Nichol [PD 3086 TX 2(1A)]
Far Right: St Patrick’s Day by C.H. Cook [PD 4521 TF]

NLI stonework
restoration project and
related developments
A project to repair and restore the stonework at the south façade
of the National Library’s main building on Kildare Street got
underway recently.
As regular visitors to the Library will know, the façade has been
in poor condition for a long time. The condition of the cornices
and columns is particularly poor – as the photographs shown
here clearly demonstrate. The renovation work is thus essential to
preserve the fabric of this landmark Dublin building.
The restoration project is likely to last for at least two years and will,
unfortunately, be quite disruptive, as heavy drilling will be required
to remove damaged stonework.
It has been agreed with the Office of Public Works (which is
undertaking this project) that the noisiest work will be confined
to the morning time. In view of the considerable level of noise
that is likely to arise, it has been decided that the Library’s Main
Reading Room may, on occasion, need to close until 1.00pm each
day Monday to Friday. However, when noise levels are low normal
opening hours will prevail.
All other Library facilities will continue to function as normal
including our award-winning exhibition, James Joyce and Ulysses
at the National Library of Ireland, and the Joly Tearoom. However,
over the coming months, the Library’s Genealogical Advisory
Service will be temporarily relocated to Nos 2/3 Kildare Street
pending the completion of certain renovation works on the
mezzanine level.
While the likely inconvenience to users of the Reading Room is
greatly regretted, the project represents an opportunity to preserve
and enhance the external appearance of the main Library building,
which dates from 1890.
Regular updates regarding the Stonework Restoration Project will
be posted on the Library’s website www.nli.ie as will information
regarding new services initiatives.

The National Library of Ireland Society is a voluntary support
group, which aims “to assist and support the National
Library in the maintenance and expansion of its services and
the improvement and protection of its status as the National
Library of Ireland.” It arranges an annual programme of
lectures on topics of Irish interest in a variety of subject areas
including history, literature and current affairs; it organises
an annual outing to historic houses and other venues, and
it provides an opportunity for interested persons to support
the Library at a crucial phase in its development.

Forthcoming exhibitions at the National
Photographic Archive
Downings Pier, County Donegal

Among the highlights of the Society’s Spring 2005
programme was a lecture in March by Felix Larkin entitled
Mrs Jellyby’s Daughter: Caroline Agnes Gray and the
Freeman’s Journal.
This was followed in April by a screening of The Irish
Question, a fascinating documentary made in 1944 by the
US-based company, March of Time, and by a screening of
some previously unreleased footage by the distinguished
Irish-based cameraman Bob Monks.
The Summer programme got off to a successful start on 25
May with a lecture by Breándán Ó Cathaoir, entitled Charles
Hart: Young Irelander Abroad. It was followed in June by the
Society’s annual outing: a visit to Stormont Castle and a tour
of locations associated with the writer CS Lewis.

The O’Meara Memorial Lecture
On 14 September, Dr Mary Beard, Professor of Classics,
Newnham College, Cambridge, will give the inaugural lecture
in honour of the late Professor John J O’Meara. This lecture,
which will become an annual event, has been made possible
by the generosity of Professor O’Meara’s family.
Admission to the O’Meara Memorial Lecture, which is free of
charge, will be by ticket only. For information, and to apply
for tickets, please contact the National Library of Ireland
Society at nlisociety@nli.ie or by telephone at 01-603 0200.
Details of other upcoming lectures will be posted on the
National Library website (www.nli.ie) in the coming weeks.
Lectures begin at 7pm and take place in the Library’s new
seminar room. Future lecturers will include Mr Justice Adrian
Hardiman and Dr APW Malcolmson, historian and former
Director of PRONI (Public Records Office Northern Ireland).

Membership Rates
Ordinary Membership
OAP Membership
Student Membership
Corporate Membership
(by invitation only)

€25 p.a.
€15 p.a.
€10 p.a.
€1,000 p.a.

Contacting us
For further information on the NLI Society, please contact:
The Secretary, NLI Society, National Library of Ireland,
Kildare Street, Dublin 2. Email: nlisociety@nli.ie
Address for correspondence:
Sandra McDermott, Hon Secretary,
National Library of Ireland Society, Kildare Street, Dublin 2.
Tel: 01-603 0227
Email: smcdermott@nli.ie

Regeneration is the title of the summer exhibition at the
National Photographic Archive. The exhibition draws upon
the Congested Districts Board Collection, which dates from
1904-1916, and the Connemara Album of 1892.
Both sets of photographs were created to record the
difficulties facing economic development (in Mayo, Galway
and Donegal between 1906 and 1914, and in Connemara in
1892) and provide a fascinating view of the west of Ireland
one hundred, and more, years ago.
The exhibition opens to the public on 23 June 2005 and will
run until 10 October 2005. Admission is free.

‘Joyce at Lunchtime’
The National Library’s successful ‘Joyce at Lunchtime’
series of talks at the James Joyce and Ulysses exhibition
continues through summer 2005.
The June talk explores how different critics have answered
the question “What’s Ulysses all about?” Joyce’s remarkable
wife, Nora Barnacle, is the subject in July, and in August
visitors will hear about Joyce’s last summer in the Dublin
of his youth.
Also in June, Dr Luca Crispi, National Library of Ireland
James Joyce Research Fellow and manuscripts expert will
give special tours of the exhibition to celebrate Bloomsday.
The exhibition will remain open until 8pm on Bloomsday
itself, Thursday 16 June, and free general guided tours will
also be available.
The lunchtime talks, which are given by Library staff, take
place every Tuesday and Thursday, at 1.10 pm. Admission
is free and all are welcome.
The Brian Lalor Collection, donated
by the artist to the Library, is an
addition to materials by the artist
already contained in the Department
of Prints and Drawings collections.
In the Spring edition of NLI News,
which carried a feature on the
collection, an incorrect image was
reproduced. The correct image
and caption are shown here.
‘I walked, with other souls in pain’. Woodcut by
Brian Lalor, 1995. Original illustration for the 1997
Duckworth edition of The Ballad of Reading Gaol
by Oscar Wilde with woodcuts by Brian Lalor.
[PD 4275 TX1]

Comments and suggestions on NLI News should be addressed
to Avice-Claire McGovern. Email: acmcgovern@nli.ie
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