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In the spring of 1891, a 22-year old Scot, Charles Rennie Mackintosh who
subsequently became one of the 20th century’s most influential architects and
designers, embarked on an extensive tour of Italy, sketching as he travelled.
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This drawing of the Castello Estense in Ferrara is contained in one of three
Mackintosh sketchbooks of architectural drawings and botanical illustrations,
which were acquired by the National Library in 1963. It is among seventy
images featured in Elaine Grogan’s book Beginnings: Charles Rennie
Mackintosh’s Early Sketches, which was published in November 2002 by the
National Library of Ireland in association with Architectural Press. Price: €25.00

In Shield or Banner Anniversary Exhibition
Founded in 1552, the Office of the Chief
Herald of Ireland is the oldest office of State
in Ireland. In Shield or Banner, the
exhibition to mark the Office’s 450th
anniversary, was held in the Library’s
main Kildare Street premises during the
second half of the year.
Items for exhibition were selected from the
archives of the Office, which holds an
unparalleled set of continuous records
dating from the 16th century. These records
include registers, visitations, funeral entries,
pedigrees, notebooks and many other
documents relating to heraldry.
In Shield or Banner ended in December.
However, the permanent exhibition in the
Heraldic Museum at 2 Kildare Street is
open to the public daily (excluding
Sundays) during the
following hours: Monday to Wednesday,
10am to 8.30pm; Thursday and Friday,
10am to 4.30pm and Saturdays
10am to 12.30pm.
Further information on the Office of the
Chief Herald, and on heraldic practice in
Ireland, can be found on the Library’s
website: www.nli.ie.
Contact details for the Office are as follows:
Office of the Chief Herald of Ireland,
2/3 Kildare Street, Dublin 2.
Telephone: +353-1-603 0311.
Fax: +353-1-662 1062.
Email: herald@nli.ie

Dr Susan Hood (centre), author of Royal Roots Republican Inheritance,
with Professor Mary Daly and Chief Herald Brendan O Donoghue

The Oldest Office of
State in Ireland
The 25th International Congress of Genealogical and
Heraldic Sciences took place in Dublin Castle in September.
The theme of the Congress was Genealogy and Heraldry:
their place and practice in changing times.

An authoritative study of the Office of Arms during the last
150 years, Dr Susan Hood’s book Royal Roots Republican
Inheritance: The Survival of the Office of Arms was launched
by Professor Mary Daly at a reception held in the Library
on 17 September.

The call for papers brought a considerable response and
stimulating and authoritative lectures were delivered on a
variety of topics ranging from medieval systems of heraldic
differencing to the application of electronic technology and
the most recent genetic research results.

The last office of State to pass from British to Irish control it was not until 1943 that this occurred - it is also the oldest
office of State in Ireland, having been founded by Edward IV
in 1552.

Some 200 Congress participants visited Kilkenny on
Thursday, 19 September, for tours of the Castle and St
Canice’s Cathedral.
We are delighted to have brought this international event to
Dublin for the first time during the year in which the Office of
the Chief Herald celebrated its 450th anniversary.

Among many fascinating aspects of the Office’s history dealt
with in Dr Hood’s book is the theft of (the still unaccounted
for) Irish Crown Jewels in 1907.A thorough account is given
also of the anomalous position of the Office during the period
from 1922 until 1943 when, for example, it was responsible
for the design and registration of the arms of Northern
Ireland and the RUC insignia.
The more recent work of the Office is also covered
authoritatively. It will be something of a revelation to many to
know that it was the Office of the Chief Herald which was
responsible for the design of the European flag in 1954.
There is much else in this study of a unique office, now part
of the National Library, and the many personalities
associated with it during the last 150
years.

The Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism, John O'Donoghue, TD, with Chief
Herald, Brendan O Donoghue, and (left) Robin Blair, Lord Lyon King of Arms
and (right) Robert Watt, Chief Herald of Scotland

Royal Roots Republican Inheritance:
The Survival of the Office of Arms
by Susan Hood is published by
Woodfield Press, in association
with the National Library. It is
available from the Library
bookshop. Price: €25.00.

Some Notable Acquisitions

An Historic Gaelic
Manuscript
On 22 July, the Book of O’Hara, a rare
vellum manuscript documenting traditional
Gaelic culture, and one of the most
important specimens remaining in private
hands, was purchased by the Library at a
cost of €250,000.

Dr Michael B Yeats and Mrs Gráinne Yeats at a recent reception in the Library

The William Butler Yeats Library
While the Library’s
acquisition of the Joyce
manuscripts received
much attention nationally
and internationally at the
beginning of the summer,
2002 has seen other
remarkable acquisitions.
Among these were the
personal library of Ireland’s
first Nobel laureate,
William Butler Yeats, and
the Library’s purchase of
the Book of O’Hara, a
sixteenth century Gaelic
manuscript.

In May, the entire personal library of William
Butler Yeats, comprising more than 2,500
items, was donated to the National Library
of Ireland by the poet’s son, Michael B
Yeats, and Mrs Gráinne Yeats. The National
Library is now the world’s largest repository
of Yeats papers and memorabilia including
the final manuscripts and multiple drafts of
his poems and plays, and his notebooks
relating to the occult.
Announcing details of the acquisition,
Director, Brendan O Donoghue said:
“It is most appropriate that the entire
personal library of arguably the greatest
poet writing in English during the twentieth
century will soon be available to literary
scholars worldwide.
“These materials demonstrate in a very
vivid way how much Yeats opened up his
mind and therefore English literature to
multiple influences including the oriental,
the occult, magic, myth, theosophy,
anthropology, philosophy, archaeology and
the visual arts”.
This is the Yeats family’s fourth major gift to
the Library since the poet’s death in 1939.

Dating from 1597, the volume is in relatively
good condition. It contains 38 poems in
honour of members of the illustrious family
of Ó hEadhra, the main branch of which
settled in Co Sligo during the Middle Ages.
As practically all the poems are unique to
this manuscript, it is an invaluable record
not only of the status of the Ó hEadhra
family in Gaelic society at the time but also
of the poets who enjoyed the patronage of
the family. The poems illustrate the
concerns of a Gaelic family and its bards at
that particular juncture in Irish history. They
recall the family’s distinguished lineage, but
regard the changing political climate under
the dominion of Queen Elizabeth with
foreboding. In the event, the O’Haras
weathered the upheavals of the 17th
century relatively well, being one of the few
native Irish families who managed to retain
their estates.
This acquisition is particularly appropriate
given the Library’s extensive holdings of
O’Hara estate papers. The O’Hara estate
archive is one of the most important such
collections held by the Library. Consisting
of 41 boxes of deeds, accounts,
correspondence and miscellaneous papers
documenting the family and estate of
22,000 acres for the period 1650-1950, the
collection was catalogued by Dr Andrew
Shields, holder of the Library’s Research
Studentship in Irish History for 2000-2001.

Dr Noel Kissane,
Keeper of Manuscripts, retires
Dr Noel Kissane, Keeper of Manuscripts in the National Library of Ireland, retired on 18
October.

Lamhscríbhinn
Gaelach Stairiúil

Born in north Co. Kerry, he graduated from UCD (BA, H. Dip in Ed., and MA). He was
awarded the degree of PhD from the NUI, and his thesis, a critical edition of a medieval
manuscript life of St Brigit, was published in the Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy
(1977).

Ar an 22ú lúil, cheannaigh an
Leabharlann an Book of O’Hara, pár
neamhgnáthach doiciminteach sa chultúr
traidisiúnta Gaelach, agus ceann de na
samplaí tábhachtacha a bhí fós i lámha
príomháideacha ar chostas €250,000.

Noel was appointed to the Assistant Keeper staff of the Library in 1969. After a brief
period as Periodicals Librarian (in the course of which he acted as editor of The Union
List of Current Periodicals and Serials in Irish Libraries), he served in the Department of
Manuscripts. Here, he continued and expanded the work of surveying manuscripts in
private possession.

Tá caoi réasúnta maith ar an imlitir cé go
dtéann sé siar go dtí an bhliain 1594.
Istígh ann tá 38 dán in onóir an
teaghlaigh cáiliúil ó hEadhra, an príomh
ghéag den chlann a chur fúthú i Sligeach
i rith na meán aoise.

In 1974, Noel was appointed Education Officer of the Library. During a period of twenty
years in this post, he was responsible for sixteen publications, including books on
Parnell, the Great Famine, and early photographs, as well as for a series of folders of
historical documents on subjects as diverse as the landed gentry and Patrick Pearse,
Grattan’s Parliament and James Joyce. Most of these publications were based on
exhibitions, originally held in the Library. These exhibitions were then reproduced in
photographic form and Noel brought them to public and academic libraries throughout
the island of Ireland, and occasionally, to locations overseas.

Mar go bhfuil formhór na ndánta sainiúil
don lámhscríbhinn, is tuairisc fíorluachmhar é, ní h-amháin do stádas
mhuintir Uí Eadhra i gcómhlúdar
Gaelach, ach freisin do na filí a bhain
taitneamh as pátrúnacht an teaghlaigh.
Léiríonn na dánta an imní a bhí ar
theaghlaigh Gaelach agus ar na báird
freisin ag an am áirithe sin i stair na
hÉireann. Tugann sín, chun cuimhne
ginealach uasal an téaghlaigh, ach iad
amhrasach faoin athrú polaitiúil faoi
réamas na Banríona Eilíse. Mar sin féin
sháraigh siad foréigin na seachtú céad
déag gan mórán streo, iad ar cheann den
bheagán teachlaigh ar eirigh leo greím a
choinnéal ar eastáit.
Tá an fáil a bhí ag an Leabharlann
tráthuíl, mar gheall ar réimse leathan
páipéiri eastáit a bhain le muintir Uí
Eadhra atá sa Leabharlann. Is i gcartlann
eastát Uí Eadhra atá ceann de na
bailiúcháin is tábhlachtaí sa Leabharlann.
Istigh ann lá 41 bosca cáipéisí, cuntais,
comhfhreagrais, agus páipéirí
ilchineálach ag déanamh cur síos ar an
teaghlach agus eastát de 22,000 acra
don tréimhse 1650-1950 liostaithe ag an
Dr. Andrew Shields, Coimeádaí Taghde
Scolaíreachta na Leabharlainne i Stáir na
hÉireann 2000-2001.

It was not a case, however, of merely putting together a single exhibition. Noel adapted
the contents of these exhibitions to different local venues. This, together with his work
with second and third-level educational institutions, brought great credit to the National
Library in an era when - because of shortage of financial resources, lack of staff, and
great pressure on storage - publicity regarding the institution tended usually to be
negative.
The culmination of his work as Education Officer was undoubtedly the magnificent
Treasures from the National Library exhibition in 1994, and the two volumes that sprang
from it.
In the same year, he was placed in charge of the Library’s Department of Manuscripts,
becoming Keeper of Manuscripts some years later. His stewardship of the Department
saw major developments, chiefly the project of sorting, listing and making available of
many huge collections, some of which had been in the Library for up to fifty years. Also,
some highly-important literary collections and individual manuscripts
were acquired during these years, including ancient Gaelic
manuscripts (The Nugent Poem Book, The Book of O’Hara),
the literary archives of Austin Clarke, Brian Friel and Sean
O’Casey, and the very comprehensive Marquess of Sligo
collection of estate and family papers.
As it happened, Noel’s last few years in the Library saw
him play a key role in the acquisition of the two worldfamous collections of James Joyce’s manuscripts of
sections of Ulysses and Finnegans Wake,
purchased in 2000 and 2002 respectively.
On behalf of the Council of Trustees, the Director
and all of my colleagues on the staff may I wish
him long life, good health and every happiness
during the years to come.
Togha fir!
DÓNALL Ó LUANAIGH
KEEPER (COLLECTIONS)

Celebrating 125 Years
A new book to mark the 125th anniversary
of the founding of the National Library of
Ireland was launched on 8 October by
Conor Brady. It was one of his last
engagements as Editor of The Irish Times.
Other speakers at the launch included
David Lowe, a director of Goodbody
Stockbrokers, which was also founded in
1877, and which sponsored the publication
of this celebratory volume.
Extensively illustrated, this 144-page large
format book features some of the Library’s
six million-item collection of manuscripts,
maps and other treasures – probably the
most outstanding collection of Irish
documentary material in the world and an
invaluable representation of our history and
heritage.
The National Library of Ireland:
One Hundred and Twenty Five Years
portrays a gradual transformation of Ireland,
and, in parallel, an evolving collection at the
library. Books, serials, newspapers,
manuscripts, maps, photographs, official
publications, prints, drawings, political
memorabilia, literary correspondence and
ephemera are all included. For each of the
125 years, an item or two has been
selected to illustrate either an event that
took place in that year, or to illustrate an
important Library acquisition.

1904, for example, features the original
poster for the Abbey Theatre’s opening
night (with plays by John Millington Synge
and Lady Gregory); 1926, the year in which
he won the Nobel Prize for Literature,
features W B Yeats’s manuscript of The
Lake Isle of Innisfree; in 1929, the
centenary of Catholic Emancipation,
material relating to Daniel O’Connell is
featured including a letter to his wife, Mary,
and a contemporary cartoon.
The book reveals some visual surprises
including paintings and drawings by the
actor Michéal MacLiammóir and by Abbey
Theatre founder Lady Gregory. Also
included are drawings by John Butler Yeats,
father of WB Yeats and Jack B Yeats and
by Grace Gifford, widow of the Easter
Rising leader Joseph Mary Plunkett.
Works by distinguished artists such as
Harry Clarke, Walter Osborne, Harry
Kernoff, Norah McGuinness and Estella
Solomons feature alongside works by the
photographers Robert French, Elinor
Wiltshire and John Minihan.
The book is available in bookshops nationwide or direct from the Library.
Price: €20.00

sponsors of The National Library of
David Lowe of Goodbody Stockbrokers,
speaking at the launch on
Years
Five
y
Twent
Ireland: One Hundred and
National Library of Ireland Director Brend
an O Donoghue, with Conor
Brady, editor of The Irish Times, who
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Richard Irvine Best Memorial Lecture
The Society for the Preservation of the
Irish Language (SPIL) was the subject of
the R.I. Best Memorial Lecture delivered on
Thursday 24 October 2002 by Professor
Máirtín Ó Murchú, Senior Professor of Irish
at the Dublin Institute for Advanced Studies,
former Director of the School of Celtic
Studies there, and a former Professor of
Irish at Trinity College Dublin.

Collection Note:
The Library’s Department of Manuscripts
holds one of the early manuscript minute
books of the Society for the Preservation of
the Irish Language (Ms. 32,630) covering
the years 1882-9. This volume, and the five
other volumes of minutes have been
microfilmed. They are as follows:
Vol. I:

Richard Irvine Best, bibliographer and
Gaelic scholar, was Director of the National
Library from 1924 to 1940. As a young
man, he mixed in a literary circle that
included John Millington Synge and
Stephen MacKenna. He was portrayed in
George Moore’s Hail and Farewell and
James Joyce’s Ulysses. When he retired as
Director of the National Library, he became
a senior professor in the School of Celtic
Studies of the Dublin Institute of Advanced
Studies.

Vol. II:
Vol. III:
Vol. IV:
Vols. V-VI:

December 1876 - July 1882
Microfilm P.9173
1882-1889
Microfilm P.9842
October 1889 - June 1897
Microfilm P.9174
June 1897 - November 1904
Microfilm P.9175
December 1904 - July 1941
Microfilm P.9176

We are grateful to the Ó Ceallaigh family for
their kind permission to film the volumes in
their possession.

The R.I. Best Memorial Lecture was
established over thirty years ago as a result
of a gift by the Harvard University scholar
Dr Vernam Hull to the Council of Trustees
of the National Library.
The Society for the Preservation of the
Irish Language (Cumann BuanChoimeádta na Gaeilge) laid the
foundations for the 20th century language
revival. The list of issues identified at the
Society’s first meeting in 1876 is interesting
- not just for their ambitiousness but also
for the relevance which many of them still
have today in relation to the revival of the
Irish language.
Among these issues were: how best to
facilitate and promote the teaching of Irish
in schools and universities; how to
maximise the study of Irish throughout
Ireland; how to establish a methodology
designed to ensure more uniform spelling
of Irish words and phrases.
In his history of the Society for the
Preservation of the Irish Language
(published last year), Professor Ó Murchú
examined the Society’s influence on the
public and in particular on the state system
of teaching Irish. In his examination and
dispassionate analysis of previously unused
sources he corrects many facts about this
widely misunderstood organisation and
arrives at a radically new position.

Léacht Chuimhneacháin Richard Irvine Best
Ba é Cumann Buan-Choimeádta na Gaeilge
an t-ábhar a bhí i Léacht Chuimhneacháin
R.I. Best a thug an tOllamh Máirtín Ó
Murchú, Ollamh Sinsearach le Gaeilge,
Iarstiúrthóir Scoil an Léinn Cheiltigh in
Institiúid Ardléinn Bhaile Átha Cliath agus
iarOllamh le Gaeilge i gColáiste na
Tríonóide i mBaile Átha Cliath an 24
Deireadh Fómhair 2002.

Leag Cumann Buan-Choimeádta na
Gaeilge an bhunsraith síos d’athbheochan
na Gaeilge sa 20ú aois. Díol spéis na
ceisteanna a tarraingíodh anuas ag an
gcéad chruinniú a bhí ag an gCumann in
1876 – ní de bharr amháin go raibh an
oiread dóchais ag baint leo ach go bhfuil
an oiread tábhachta ag baint fós ag go leor
acu le polasaí na Gaeilge.

Bhí Richard Irvine Best, leabhareolaí agus
scoláire i Léann na Gaeilge, ina Stiúrthóir ar
an Leabharlann Náisiúnta ó 1924 go 1940.
Agus é ina fhear óg bhí sé i measc daoine
a raibh baint acu le litríocht, daoine ar nós
John Millington Synge agus Stephen
McKenna. Tá sé i Hail and Farewell ag
George Moore agus in Ulysses ag James
Joyce. Nuair a d’éirigh sé as a bheith ina
Stiúrthóir ar an Leabharlann Náisiúnta
ceapadh ina ollamh sinsearach é i Scoil an
Léinn Cheiltigh in Insitiúid Ardléinn Bhaile
Átha Cliath.

I measc na gceisteanna sin bhí: an bealach
ab fhearr le teagasc na Gaeilge a éascú
agus a chur chun cinn sna scoileanna agus
sna hollscoileanna; an bealach ab fhearr le
staidéar ar an nGaeilge a chur chun cinn ar
fud na hÉireann; an bealach le
modheolaíocht a bhunú chun aon chóras
litrithe amháin ó thaobh frásaí agus focail
Ghaeilge a leagan amach.

Bunaíodh Léacht Chuimhneacháin R.I. Best
os cionn deich mbliana fichead ó shin tar
éis bronnadh a rinne scoláire Ollscoil
Harvard, an Dr Vernam Hull ar Chomhairle
Iontaobhaithe na Leabharlainne Náisiúnta.

Ina stair ar Chumann Buan-Choimeádta na
Gaeilge (a foilsíodh anuraidh) déanann an
tOllamh Ó Murchú iniúchadh ar thionchar
an Chumainn ar an bpobal agus go háirithe
ar an gcóras stáit maidir le múineadh na
Gaeilge. Agus é ag déanamh scrúdú agus
anailís fhuarchúiseach ar fhoinsí nár
baineadh leas astu cheana féin cuireann sé
muid ar an eolas ceart don chéad uair faoin
eagraíocht seo a ndearnadh cuid mhaith
míléamh uirthi agus tagann sé ar thuairimí
an–nua.

Because our building programme is entering a new
development phase, we will not be in a position to
mount temporary exhibitions in the main Library
building during 2003. However, our permanent
exhibition in the Heraldic Museum premises remains
unaffected.
The exhibition programme for the National
Photographic Archive in Temple Bar will continue as
actively as ever. The first exhibition scheduled for
2003 will feature photographs from the
Commissioners of Irish Lights collection, and will be
timed to coincide with the publication of a new book
on the subject.

Christmas/New Year closing times
The Library will close to the public on Monday 23
December at 9pm, and will reopen on Thursday 2
January 2003 at 10am.

The NLI Society
The National Library of Ireland Society was founded
in 1969 by the then Director, Dr Patrick Henchy, as a
voluntary support group to publicise the Library’s
resources and objectives. It arranges an annual
programme of lectures and has, in the past, funded
films, publications and other Library projects. New
members are always welcome. Annual membership
is €12.70.
If you would like further information, please contact
the Hon Secretary, National Library of Ireland
Society, Kildare Street, Dublin 2.
Tel: (01) 603 0230. Email: nlisociety@nli.ie

February closing
Due to essential work being carried out as part of the
National Library of Ireland’s ongoing building and
development programme, the Library buildings at
Kildare Street will be closed to readers and visitors
from Monday, 3 February 2003 to Saturday 15
February 2003 Inclusive.

New On-Line Resources

During this time there will be no public access to the
main Reading Room, the Manuscripts Reading Room,
or the Genealogy Room.

New databases of both the Clonbrock and the O’Dea
photographic collections have recently been added
to our on-line facility. While images are not shown,
the databases enable you to search these
photographic collections by date and by content.

Services at the National Photographic Archive in
Temple Bar will remain unaffected.
During this twelve-day closure, members of the public
may experience some difficulties with National Library
telephone or email services, or in accessing the online catalogues and other website data. However,
every effort will be made to ensure that this disruption
is kept to a minimum.

Using the National Library website www.nli.ie
researchers can now access an extensive range of
materials which were previously available to personal
callers only.

The Lawrence and Poole photographic collections
database will be available on-line from January
2003.
Digitisation of the Library’s photographic and Prints
and Drawings Collections is ongoing. The images
continue to be linked to database entries in the main
Library catalogue.
Catalogue records for more than 24,000 titles of the
Library’s earlier books (18th century and before) will
shortly be loaded into the on-line catalogue.
Some manuscript collection lists are now available
on-line as Adobe Acrobat documents and can be
searched for by category i.e. literary, estate,
historical. Additional lists will be added in the coming
months.

Contacting Us
National Library of Ireland, Kildare Street, Dublin 2
Tel: +353 (0) 1 603 0200
Fax: +353 (0) 1 676 6690
Email: info@nli.ie
Website: www.nli.ie
Comments and suggestions on NLI News should be
addressed to Colette O’Flaherty, Assistant Keeper.
Tel: (01) 603 0230 or email coflaherty@nli.ie
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