News
& Events
September – December 2012

Joyce 				
online
Just before Bloomsday this year we released
a new version of the NLI online catalogue
which now makes it possible to view a
wide variety of James Joyce manuscripts
in minute detail.
Access to the Joyce material is free, and can be
viewed on our online catalogue* at http://catalogue.
nli.ie/.
This latest digital project represents many months
of effort by NLI staff. The features of our new
catalogue mean that it’s not just Joyce material
that we can display online. For example, over the
next year several thousand photographs, including
material from the O’Dea and Wiltshire collections,
will be added to the online catalogue.

James Joyce with Clovis Monnier, father of
Adrienne Monnier, who published the French
translation of Ulysses.

More than 350 Joyce manuscripts are now available
online. They fall into three broad categories.
The Joyce Léon Papers: Paul Léon, Joyce’s
confidante and friend, also acted as his agent,
secretary and legal advisor in the 1930s. Following
the death of James Joyce in 1941, Paul Léon
donated a collection of documents and letters
to the National Library of Ireland. The donation
included correspondence between James Joyce
and Paul Léon; the correspondence of James Joyce
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and Paul Léon with Harriet Shaw Weaver; general
correspondence with Joyce’s friends, acquaintances
and admirers, and business correspondence.

Postcard sent by Joyce from Paris in 1920.

The Joyce Papers
2002 include early
material, such as
translations and
notes that Joyce made
on Dante’s Inferno –
probably compiled
by Joyce when he
was a student.

The Joyce Papers 2002 include early material,
such as translations and notes that Joyce made on
Dante’s Inferno – probably compiled by Joyce when
he was a student. The most important part of the
collection is the early drafts of Ulysses which have
been described by Professor Michael Groden as “the
most important collection of early drafts for Ulysses
in the world”, these manuscripts include examples
of Joyce’s distinctive method of annotating his
drafts; his use of coloured crayon lines and Xs
to signal that he was moving a block of text to a
later draft can be seen in these annotations. Also
included in this particular collection of papers are
proofs for Finnegans Wake.
The third category features letters to prominent
cultural figures. Included is correspondence with
Geoffrey Molyneux Palmer (1882-1957), the first
composer to set James Joyce’s poems to music, as
well as correspondence with Padraic Colum, RI Best
and Stephen Gwynn.
Ninety years after it was first published, Ulysses
continues to fascinate. This year’s NLI Bloomsday
programme attracted over 700 people who
attended events ranging from Joycean music
performances in the Main Hall, to a lecture by
Senator David Norris entitled ‘Joyce in Bloom’, to
readings of Ulysses by actors Mark Lambert and
Barbara Brennan. The actors’ performances were
introduced by Joycean expert Gerry O’Flaherty.
The latter event took place in the Reading Room,
where Joyce read and set the episode ‘Scylla and
Charybdis’. Overall a very enjoyable day and we look
forward to next year.

*In certain countries, images of the Joyce materials cannot be
Music performed by Denise Kelly McDonnell on
harp, Jane Hughes on cello and Ellen Cranitch on
flute. The music which filtered throughout the library
on Bloomsday transported us all to another era.

viewed, due to local copyright restrictions. Catalogue records
still exist for these materials and you can view these records on
the NLI catalogue.
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Joyce 				
Ar Líne
Díreach roimh Bloomsday i mbliana,
d’eisíomar leagan nua den chatalóg ar líne
NLÉ, rud a fhágann gur féidir anois amharc
ar éagsúlacht leathan de lámhscríbhinní
James Joyce i mionsonraí.
Tá rochtain ar an ábhar Joyce saor in aisce, agus is
féidir amharc air ar ár gcatalóg* ar líne ag http://
catalogue.nli.ie/.

Tá trí chatagóir ar leith i gceist maidir leis na 350
lámhscríbhinn Joyce atá ar fáil ar líne anois:
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Is é 90 bliain i mbliana ó d’fhoilsigh Shakespeare
and Company Ulysses.

Tá ábhar luath mar
chuid de na Páipéir
Joyce 2002, amhail
aistriúcháin agus
nótaí a rinne Joyce
ar Inferno de chuid
Dante – rudaí a bhí
tiomsaithe ag Joyce is
dócha nuair a bhí sé
ina mhac léinn.

Tá an tionscadal digitithe is déanaí seo mar thoradh
ar mhíonna d’iarrachtaí ag foireann LNÉ. De
thairbhe feidhmiúlachta na catalóige nua, nílimid
teoranta d’ábhar Joyce a thaispeáint ar líne.
Mar shampla, sa bhliain atá amach romhainn,
cuirfear na mílte grianghraf leis an gcatalóg ar
líne, lena n-áirítear ábhar ó bhailiúcháin O’Dea
agus Wiltshire.

Na Páipéir Joyce Léon: D’fheidhmigh Paul Léon,
rúnchara agus cara le Joyce, mar a ghníomhaire,
rúnaí agus comhairleoir dlí freisin sna 1930í.
Nuair a d’éag James Joyce i 1941, bhronn Paul
Léon bailiúchán de dhoiciméid agus litreacha ar
Leabharlann Náisiúnta na hÉireann. Sa bhronntanas
seo bhí comhfhreagras idir James Joyce agus Paul

Léon; an comhfhreagras ag James Joyce agus
Paul Léon le Harriet Shaw Weaver; comhfhreagras
ginearálta le cairde, daoine aitheantais agus daoine
a bhí geallmhar air, agus comhfhreagras gnó.

Baineann Tadhg, Peter, Elaine agus Barbara
O’Leary, agus Maeve Carey, taitneamh as siamsaí
Bloomsday ag NLÉ.

Tá ábhar luath mar chuid de na Páipéir Joyce 2002,
amhail aistriúcháin agus nótaí a rinne Joyce ar
Inferno de chuid Dante – rudaí a bhí tiomsaithe
ag Joyce is dócha nuair a bhí sé ina mhac léinn.
Rinne an tOllamh Michael Groden cur síos air seo
mar “the most important collection of early drafts
for Ulysses in the world”, agus tá samplaí ann den
mhodh oibre sainiúil a bhí ag Joyce chun a chuid
dréachtaí a anótáil; tá a úsáid de línte daite criáin
agus Xanna mar chomhartha dá úsáid d’ábhar i
ndréachtaí níos déanaí le feiceáil sna nótaí mínithe
seo. Sa bhailiúchán áirithe seo de pháipéir ábhair
freisin tá profaí de Finnegans Wake.
Tá litreacha chuig daoine suntasacha cultúrtha sa
tríú catagóir. Áirítear comhfhreagras le Geoffrey
Molyneux Palmer (1882-1957), an chéad chumadóir
a chuir ceol le dánta James Joyce, mar aon le
comhfhreagras le Padraic Colum, RI Best agus
Stephen Gwynn.
Nócha bliain tar éis a fhoilsithe, tá Ulysses
tarraingteach fós. Mheall clár Bloomsday LNÉ i
mbliana breis agus 700 duine a d’fhreastail ar réimse
imeachtaí, lena n-áirítear taibhithe ceoil Joyceach sa
Phríomh-Halla, léacht ag an Seanadóir David Norris
dar teideal ‘Joyce in Bloom’, agus léamha Ulysses
ag aisteoirí Mark Lambert agus Barbara Brennan. Is
é an saineolaí Joyceach, Gerry O’Flatherty, a thug
taibhithe na n-aisteoirí isteach. Ba é sa Seomra
Léitheoireachta na léamha, áit ar shuigh Joyce agus
ar leag sé síos an eachtra ‘Scylla and Charybdis’. Tríd
is tríd, lá an-phléisiúrtha a bhí ann, agus táimid ag
súil go himeachtaí na bliana seo chugainn.
*I dtíortha áirithe, ní féidir íomhánna na n-ábhar
Joyce a fheiceáil, mar gheall ar shrianta áitiúla
cóipchirt. Tá taifid chatalóige ann fós do na hábhair
seo agus tá na taifid seo ar fáil ar an gcatalóg LNÉ.
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Celebrating
Poetry
ALOUD
3,000 poems spoken in 17 regional heats
across Ireland, 196 poems spoken in the
semi-finals and 60 poems spoken in the
final competition – a brief encapsulation of
POETRY ALOUD, the annual poetry speaking
competition for post-primary school
students organised jointly by the National
Library of Ireland and Poetry Ireland.
This October, the regional heats of POETRY
ALOUD will take place in schools throughout
Ireland – from Killarney and Belfast to
Galway and Dublin. Essential to the
successful running of the overall competition
is the support provided by teachers in the
host venues. One such venue is the Linen
Hall Library in Belfast, which has been
hosting the competition for the past three
years. It is also the venue from where the
winner of POETRY ALOUD 2011, Corey Duffy
from the Christian Brothers Grammar School,
Omagh, Co Tyrone, qualified for the finals.
The application form for this year’s
competition is now available on both the NLI
and Poetry Ireland websites. The selected
prescribed poems include works by William
Butler Yeats – to coincide with the NLI’s ongoing exhibition Yeats: The Life and Works of
William Butler Yeats; war poems – to mark
the NLI’s involvement in the Europeana 19146

Taking Stock
Taking Stock opens at the National Library of
Ireland’s National Photographic Archive (NPA) in
Temple Bar in early October. This exhibition reviews
14 years of NPA exhibits from when the archive first
opened its doors in October 1998.

The Seamus Heaney Poetry Aloud Award

1918 project; works by Seamus Heaney – to
mark his support for the competition when
he won the David Cohen Prize for Literature,
and awarded the subsidiary prize, the
Clarissa Luard Award, to the annual POETRY
ALOUD competition.

A Galway mail car.

As well as works by the poets listed above,
participants in the 2012 competition will
choose their second poem from prescribed
anthologies.
This year’s final will take place in the NLI on
Friday, 7 December 2012. The judges will
be Fiona Ross, Director, National Library
of Ireland; Gerry Smyth, author and poet;
Senator Fiach Mac Conghail, Director of the
Abbey Theatre.
For those planning to enter POETRY ALOUD
2012, last year’s winner Corey Duffy has this
advice to offer:
‘My approach to the competition was to read
the poem and attempt to work out what the
poet was saying, what the poet was thinking
at the time, and what motivated the poet to
write the poem. I found that this helped me
to learn the words. Once I knew the poem,
I concentrated on how to perform it so that I
could tell the poem’s story.’

The first Bloomsday celebrated by Anthony
Cronin, John Ryan and Patrick Kavanagh at the
Martello tower, Sandycove, Co Dublin.

This exhibition
reviews 14 years of
NPA exhibits from
when the archive first
opened its doors in
October 1998.

Taking Stock documents aspects of the island
of Ireland between the 1840s and the late 20th
century. As well as viewing almost 70 photographs
from the Library’s photographic collections, visitors
can also see examples of NPA curatorial and
preservation activities and plans for future projects.
Taking Stock draws from the NLI’s Independent
Newspapers (Ireland) Ltd, Lawrence, Elinor
Wiltshire, Colman Doyle, Galbraith, Justin Nelson,
Congested Districts Board, Poole, Commissioners
of Irish Lights, Minihan, Clonbrock, Hogan Wilson,
Diggan, and aerial collections. Examples include the
Co Kerry Lartigue Railway about 1880, the landing
of Amelia Earhart in Derry in 1932, sheep fairs in Co
Limerick, a Jewish wedding in Waterford in 1901,
Tory Islanders in the 1950s, staff and students in
the Ring Gaeltacht college in 1910, survivors of the
Lusitania being interviewed by a film crew in 1915,
Michael Collins and the Treaty negotiators in the
1920s, Abbey Theatre actors, early photographic
techniques, sporting and athletics events, the visit
of John F Kennedy to Ireland in 1963 as well as
Princess Grace’s 1961 visit, and the first ever Irish
Bloomsday celebration.
The exhibition is
free to visit, and
continues until
Summer 2013.
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Admission is free.
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Spotlight on

underway, the theatre approached our Prints and
Drawings Department to order copies of portraits of
famous figures associated with the theatre – actors
and playwrights such as Peg Woffington, Charles
Macklin, George Farquhar, Thomas Sheridan and his
son Richard Brinsley Sheridan.

Smock Alley
Theatre

Smock Alley Theatre in Dublin, one of the most significant
buildings in the history of European theatre, was built in 1662,
shortly after Charles II was restored to the throne as King of
England, Ireland and Scotland – an event which marked the
end of Republican rule and civil war in England.
The building still exists in substantially the same
form today, although it ceased to function as a
theatre in 1787 and was subsequently used as a
whiskey store and a church; latterly, it became the
Viking Adventure Centre.
In 2009, during works to build a new theatre on
the site, archaeological excavations revealed the
original 17th century structure. Today, the 250-seat
auditorium and stage are constructed on these
foundations; the original walls of Dublin’s famous
first theatre are also still in place.
In the foyer, the walls are decorated with facsimiles
of playbills from the period 1751-1783; these have
been photographed from originals held in the NLI.
When Smock Alley Theatre Ltd requested copies of
the playbills, it presented an opportunity to highlight
one of the NLI’s earliest theatre collections; it also
allowed us to support and collaborate with a fellow
cultural body. Prior to being digitised, the playbills
underwent a series of treatments in our Conservation
Department. While the conservation work was
8

The playbills housed in the NLI collection offer a
fascinating insight into the range of entertainments
offered at the Smock Alley Theatre. In addition to
tragedies, comedies and farces, audiences were
treated to dance and music, and to acrobatic
entertainments such as the following, which is
described in a playbill dated 8 May, 1754:

Peg Woffington, regarded as one of the finest
actresses of her day, appeared to much acclaim at
the Smock Alley Theatre.

In another playbill, a vivid picture of 18th century
Dublin emerges. The text at the foot of one of these
playbills indicates that tickets are “to be had at the
Globe and Lucas’s Coffeehouses; at the Feathers
Tavern in Castle-Street; of Mr. King, at Mr. Bulger’s
on the Blind Quay; and at Mr. Neil’s in Abbey-Street,
where Places for the boxes may be taken.” Elsewhere,
notices on some of the playbills read: “The whole
house will be illuminated with WAX-LIGHTS.”

Playbill dated
1754 announcing
the acrobatic
entertainments
to be performed
by Mr Stuart.

Tickets are ‘to
be had at the
Globe and Lucas’s
Coffeehouses;
at the Feathers
Tavern in CastleStreet…’

‘After the Play, several new Equilibres on the Wire by
Mr. Stuart, (Being the last Time of his performing in
this kingdom,) Particularly, he will play very curiously
with a Fork and an Orange, such as was never
attempted by any other Person. He will also stand on
his Head, and quit the Wire entirely with his Hands
when in full Swing, and discharge two Fire Wheels off
both his Heels at the same Time.’

We are delighted to be involved in this fascinating
project, and to contribute to the exciting
redevelopment of such an historic site.
Playwright, Richard Brinsley Sheridan (17511861), author of The Rivals and The School for
Scandal spent his early years in Dublin, where his
father Thomas Sheridan was the manager of the
Smock Alley Theatre.

The facsimiles of the playbills can be viewed in the
foyer of the new theatre, while the originals are held
in our Ephemera Department and can be consulted
by appointment. Digital copies can be viewed on our
website. Enter “Playbills for the Smock Alley Theatre”
on our catalogue homepage, http://catalogue.nli.ie/
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Exhibitions
Taking Stock
Photographs of the Co Kerry Lartigue Railway taken
around 1880, the landing of Amelia Earhart in Derry
in 1932, Tory Islanders in the 1950s, survivors of the
Lusitania being interviewed by a film crew in 1915,
Michael Collins and the Treaty negotiators in the
1920s, the visit of John F Kennedy to Ireland in 1963,
as well as Princess Grace’s 1961 visit, and the first ever
Bloomsday – these are among the 70 photographs
on view in Taking Stock, which opens at the National
Library of Ireland’s National Photographic Archive
(NPA) in Temple Bar in early October.
Yeats: the Life and Works of William Butler Yeats
The exhibition Yeats: the Life and Works of
William Butler Yeats has been described in The
Irish Times as “one of the most important literary
exhibitions yet staged internationally”. As well as
providing a unique opportunity to view manuscripts
and memorabilia generously donated to the NLI
by the poet’s family, the exhibition gives visitors an
insight into Irish social, cultural and political life
from the late 1800s to the 1930s.
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Hopefully, many of you will have had time to
recharge your batteries over the summer months.
If this is the case, then autumn can be the perfect
time to try something new. Once again this year,
the NLI is collaborating with UCD’s Adult Education
Centre to offer two part-time courses.

John F Kennedy visiting Eyre Square,
Galway in 1963.

A 19th century sketch of readers in the NLI
Reading Room.

Yeats once wrote of Maud Gonne, ‘I had
never thought to see in a living woman
so great beauty…’

Discover your National Library: Particles of the Past
Our multimedia exhibition Discover your National
Library invites you behind the scenes to view
amazing never-before-seen treasures from our
collections, and hear from the staff who look
after them.
To celebrate Dublin City of Science 2012, Phase Four
of the exhibition Particles of the Past showcases a
fascinating selection of science-related gems. From
17th century home remedies to early archaeological
drawings, to how to make ice-cream in a bucket, the
exhibition has something for everyone.

Lifelong
learning

View of O’Connell Street (then Sackville Street)
after the 1916 Rising.

Portrait of Robert Boyle “Father of
chemistry”. Visit the exhibition and
find out about Robert Boyle’s medicinal
cures published in 1692.

Course fee: €195
To enroll, call the UCD Adult
Education Centre on
(01) 716 7123 or email
adult.education@ucd.ie

The first, Reading in the National Library,
will explore the work of some of Ireland’s most
important authors. It will be delivered in the
surroundings of the National Library by Alan
Graham, who will examine literary icons such
as Joyce, O’Casey and Beckett, as well as the
contemporary writings of Conor McPherson and
Anne Enright. For those who enjoyed Alan’s course
last year, it should be noted that quite different
texts will be explored in the eight-week 2012
course. It begins on 9 October and takes place each
Tuesday from 10.00am to 12.30pm.
In response to popular demand, the course
Uncovering 1916 will run again, in which course
tutor Conor Mulvagh will examine the 1916 Rising.
Using the manuscript material, newspapers,
ephemera and photographic collections at the NLI,
the course will explore the events surrounding the
Rising. It will conclude with a field trip to the Pearse
Museum. This eight-week course begins on 10
October and takes place each Wednesday morning
from 10.00am to 12.30pm.
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The Kitchen
Archive

The NLI holds a number of such manuscript
cookbooks dating as far back as the 17th century;
many of which were authored by members of the
Anglo-Irish ascendancy. Food historian Dorothy
Cashman has carried out extensive research on
these cookbooks, which she will discuss in her
talk ‘Miss Herbert’s Sponge Cake: a taste of history
through the manuscript recipes of the National
Library of Ireland’ on 19 September.
Woman selling vegetables on Moore Street, Dublin.

The NLI’s printed books collection also holds
many culinary treasures, including a tenth edition
copy of The Compleat Housewife by Eliza Smith
published in London in 1741. It is believed to be the
first cookbook ever published in the US. As a legal
deposit library, we hold an extensive collection of
recipe books published in Ireland over the years;
these range from Florence Irwin’s The Cooking
Woman and Maura Laverty’s Full and Plenty to
contemporary books such as Darina Allen’s Irish
Traditional Cooking. On 11 October, Darina Allen will
be interviewed at the NLI about a new edition of her
book Irish Traditional Cooking. This edition features
100 new recipes collected from around the country,
including a number sourced directly from the NLI’s
Department of Manuscripts.

‘This is the recipe for the elixir
of long life taken from the French
recipe Mrs Pitt brought from France
in 1771.’
Letter to Mrs Howe from the Westport Papers.
Philosopher’s pudding, lemon cheese, oyster
soup and excellent ginger bread are just a few
of the intriguing recipes that can be found in the
NLI’s collections. One of our earliest food-related
documents is Frater Walter Pembrok’s kitchen
account at Kells Priory, which details sums of
money received and expended on various items
dating all the way back to 1382.

A chef with his cake made in the shape of a
church 1912.

Studying the history of food in Ireland provides
us with a unique insight into the everyday lives of
every stratum of Irish society. Peoples’ relationship
with food, and how recipes and culinary skills
have been circulated and communicated through
the centuries, is the focus of the NLI’s upcoming
Autumn event series ‘The Kitchen Archive.’
Before the printed cookbook became a standard
item in peoples’ kitchens, recipes would often
be collected in manuscript cookbooks. Indeed,
many homes throughout the country probably
have something similar – recipes circulated among
friends or passed down through the generations.
12

Tea and Music (1899), drawing attributed to
Colonel James Smyth of Gaybrook House,
Co Westmeath.

‘Studying the history
of food in Ireland
provides us with a
unique insight into
the everyday lives
of every stratum of
Irish society.’

As readers will know, food blogging has become
an increasingly popular way of exchanging ideas
about food, and Ireland has a particularly vibrant
food blogging community. If you take a look at the
Irish Food Bloggers’ Association website, you will
find hundreds of links to food blogs. The various
activities involved in food blogging – ranging
from recipe development and food styling to
photography techniques and food writing ethics
– will be up for discussion at our November panel
event, From spoon to screen: the whys and hows of
food blogging on Tuesday 20th November at 7pm.
These are just some of the events taking place
shortly, so make sure to keep an eye on our website
www.nli.ie to see what else we will be cooking up in
the coming months!
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Now 3EX0TR%
A!
with
The large volumes of the Guard Book catalogue
will be familiar to anyone who has ever used the
NLI’s Main Reading Room.
The Guard Book catalogue contains details
of printed books and periodicals acquired
and catalogued by the NLI, and dating from
the establishment of the National Library
of Ireland in 1877 to 1969. It includes books
and periodicals from the library of Dr Jaspar
Robert Joly containing first editions of
many 17th century Irish authors, as well as
incunabula and French works published
during the Napoleonic period. Also included
is the library of ER McClintock Dix, consisting
of 8,000 books and pamphlets from regional
presses throughout Ireland, in addition to
books and pamphlets published in major Irish
cities and towns up to the early 20th century.

Every title and copy contained in the Guard
Books is now listed online and, where
available, our online records link to fully
digitised copies from the Hathi Trust, Open
Library or Google Books. Almost 134,000
books and periodicals are now listed online
for the first time. A further 17,500 copies
of titles have been added, and more than
55,500 existing online catalogue records
have been enhanced. The Guard Book
project, together with a similar project for
the Joly and Additional Music Catalogue,
has increased the NLI’s catalogue by
over 30%, bringing it to almost 500,000
catalogue entries.

Until now, records from the Guard Book
catalogue were only partially available
online. This meant that readers had to visit
the Kildare Street Reading Room in person
in order to fully ascertain details of the NLI’s
holdings. A major project which involved
putting the entire catalogue online has just
been completed and, combined with the
development of online search facilities, this
has significantly improved access to the NLI’s
collections and our services for users.

It is now easier than ever before for users
worldwide to fully search and discover the
NLI’s earliest and most important printed
collections. To access the improved online
catalogue and begin searching, go to
http://catalogue.nli.ie/
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‘Almost 134,000 books and
periodicals are now listed
online for the first time.’

‘BiblioFiles’

– a new lecture series
This autumn sees the launch of a new monthly lecture
series which will take place in the NLI’s Seminar Room.
The lectures will provide a platform for writers,
academics and others who have used the NLI’s
facilities to talk about the research and other work
they have carried out here – to describe the books
and other publications that have resulted from
these endeavours, and the range and extent
of the NLI collections they have drawn upon.

Peace Vigil at the Mansion House, 1921.

An anonymous sketch of an Irish Church Mission
school, c. 1850. Artwork documenting the Great
Famine is extremely rare.

Please see the Calendar of Events
(pages 21-23) for a complete
listing of these talks.

The topics covered will be diverse – from the
Great Famine of 1845-52 to the involvement by
women in Irish politics in the 1970s and 1980s and,
specifically, in organisations such as the Women’s
Political Association (WPA), AIM and Cherish;
to the turmoil of daily life in Dublin during the
years 1919-21.
The series kicks off on 3 October with a talk by
Pádraig Yeates entitled Dublin in a revolutionary
decade: 1913–1923.
Wednesday 24 October will see a lecture by
Dr Enda Delaney (University of Edinburgh) entitled
The Highland Lady and Ireland’s Great Famine.
It will focus on the diaries of Elizabeth Smith who
was living in Wicklow at the time of the famine, and
whose diaries of that period are held in the NLI’s
collection. Dr Delaney has recently published The
Curse of Reason: The Great Irish Famine 1845-1852.
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A snapshot
in time

Major social media
award wins for NLI
Since 2009, the NLI has been using social media in
a friendly, open and accessible way to engage with
our users at home and abroad; to raise our profile;
and to crowdsource user knowledge to enhance
our national photographic collection. We use
Twitter, Facebook, Flickr and a blog, and take
an organic and integrated approach to our use
of social media, so that it is now vital to our NLI
communication strategy.

The NLI is delighted to welcome the publication
this autumn of Small Lives – Photographs of Irish
Childhood 1860–1970.
Based on our popular exhibition of the same
name, which ran from August 2011 to May
2012 at the National Photographic Archive
(NPA) in Temple Bar, this coffee-table style
book is published by Gill & Macmillan. It
features photographs from the exhibition as
well as more than 80 images drawn from the
NPA’s collections; many of these images have
never previously been seen by the public.
Expanding on the themes explored in the
original exhibition, Small Lives presents a
photographic portrait of Irish childhood on
the island of Ireland over a period spanning
110 years, beginning in 1860. It shows
children at work and at play, at school and at
home. Stiff studio portraits are set alongside
family albums and photo-journalism
revealing a wide range of childhood
experiences. Political and social events are
seen from the perspective of the children
who lived through them.
The book also charts how fashions differed
across the social classes, and changed over
more than ten decades – from highly elaborate
lace-bedecked outfits to patched and torn
clothing worn by barefoot children, to the
unusual sight of a girl in a pair of trousers.
16

Carol Maddock accepts a Public Service Excellence
Award from the Taoiseach, Mr Enda Kenny, for the
NLI’s Social Media Programme.

Through the images in Small Lives we can
step back in time and regard the Ireland that
our parents and grandparents grew up in.
It is a portrait of Irish childhood that is joyful,
nostalgic and, at times, affecting.

Small Lives is edited by exhibition curator
Aoife O Connor.
Small Lives will be available in shops from
19 October 2012. Price: €29.99

Recent months have seen us pick up not one,
but two major awards for our use of social media.
At the first of these award ceremonies, in April,
we were declared outright winner of the Ireland
eGovernment Social Media Award for our work on
Twitter, Facebook and Flickr, as well as for our
blog content. Strong contenders for this particular
award included the Defence Forces, Bord Gáis
Energy, the Irish Blood Transfusion Service, and
the Road Safety Authority.
In June, the Taoiseach presented the NLI with a
Public Service Excellence Award. The award was
accepted on behalf of the NLI by social media
coordinator and NLI Board member,
Carol Maddock.

Mystery Solved…using social media we were able
to identify the two girls in this photograph.

‘Recent months
have seen the NLI
pick up not one,
but two major
awards for our use
of social media.’

NLI News & Events September – December 2012

17

Recent Events
Irish Army deserters and the morality of
neutrality: History Ireland Hedge School

Living – Leaving

‘As I Roved Out’

‘Thursday Tales’ and other events
for children

David Monahan and Maurice Gunning were among
323 artists from around the world who took part
in the PhotoIreland Festival which facilitated 52
exhibitions throughout Dublin city and beyond
during the month of July. The theme of the festival
was ‘Migration: Diaspora and Cultural Identity’.
In the exhibition, Living – Leaving, David Monahan’s
work included a series of portrait studies of people
about to migrate from Dublin, while Maurice
Gunning’s work focused on the Irish diaspora
in Argentina.

The success of the series of History Ireland Hedge
Schools at the NLI continues apace. At the most
recent hedge school, Irish Army deserters and
the morality of neutrality, the panellists included
Professor Eunan O’Halpin, Trinity College Dublin;
Michael Kennedy, Executive Director, Documents
on Irish Foreign Policy at the Royal Irish Academy;
Professor Geoff Roberts, University College Cork;
Professor Brian Girvin, University of Glasgow, and
Tommy Graham, editor of History Ireland. They
are photographed on the steps of the NLI on the
evening of the event.

The NLI was pleased to mark 2012, the European
Year of Active Ageing and Solidarity between
Generations, by hosting a number of events
throughout the month of May. The programme
of celebrations in association with the Bealtaine
Festival included a memoir writing workshop
and readings by visiting Australian poets, and it
culminated in a concert featuring newly composed
songs on the theme of travelling and emigration.
The performers comprised a group of traditional
singers who have been working on a research
project in the NLI and the Irish Traditional
Music Archive with artists Michael Fortune and
Aileen Lambert.
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All smiles before the concert (pictured standing
from left) Jerry O’Reilly, John Tunney, Larry
Joy and Michael Fortune. Seated, from left, are
Brendan Kennedy, Róisín Gaffney, Aileen Lambert,
Bridget Tunney and Clíona Ní Shuilleabháin.

Natalia and Julián Jimanénez at ‘Thursday Tales’.

This summer hundreds of children flocked to
the NLI for a series of free events. In addition to
futuristic storytelling and a “designing coats of
arms” workshop, the series featured ‘Thursday
Tales’ – events focused on story-based fun,
including reading stories and drawing stories.
The storytelling featured Irish myths and legends
as favoured by WB Yeats.
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Supporting the NLI
Since its foundation in 1877, the NLI has
enjoyed great support in the form of financial
and material donations which have enabled us
to become the world’s leading repository for
Ireland’s history and heritage.
Today, we need our readers and visitors to
support the NLI so that we may continue
this work.
If you are interested in donating items
to the NLI, please contact the Keeper
of Collections, Colette O’Flaherty, by
telephone at (01) 603 0230 or by email
coflaherty@nli.ie.

If you would like to make a financial
contribution, donation boxes are available
in the NLI’s main building, at the Discover
exhibition in 2 Kildare Street, and in
the National Photographic Archive in
Temple Bar.

Calendar of Events
September – December 2012
Guided tours

Please note that public tours may be subject to cancellation at

Wednesdays at 1.00pm
Saturdays at 3.00pm (from 20
October)

Yeats: the life and works of William Butler Yeats
Learn about one of the greatest poets of the 20th century.

Saturdays at 2.30pm (from 20
October)

National Library of Ireland
Learn about the NLI’s history and architecture.

All welcome. No booking required. short notice. Any changes will be posted on our website.

Wednesday, 19 September
at 7.00pm

The Kitchen Archive
Miss Herbert’s Sponge Cake: a taste of history through
the National Library of Ireland’s manuscript recipes
Dorothy Cashman discusses her research on the culinary
manuscripts held in the NLI. All welcome.
No booking required.

Friday, 21 September

Culture Night
Visit the NLI to view the magnificent Reading Room,
explore our exhibitions, meet our staff and find out more
about our treasures, enjoy a coffee at Café Joly and chat to
experts about your family history.
5.00pm - 11.00pm

Thank you for your support.

Visit the National Photographic Archive in Temple Bar to
see the exhibition Seán Hillen: Photographs from the North
of Ireland 1979–1990
5.00pm - 11.00pm
All welcome. No booking required.
Friday, 28 September
9.15am – 5.30pm
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One-day immersion course
Ulysses unlocked: introducing and exploring Joyce’s
Ulysses Dr Gerard Dineen will introduce and explore
Ulysses, one of the most important novels ever written.
Cost: €30. Places are limited, so booking is essential.
To book a place, call (01) 603 0259 or email learning@nli.ie
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Beginning Saturday 29 September
for ten weeks.
Beginners Creative Writing Class:
10.30am – 12.30pm
Cost: €245
Developing Writers’ Workshop
2.00pm – 4.15pm
Cost: €255

Creative Writing Classes in Café Joly
Bookings should be made directly with Yvonne Cullen.
Email writingtrain@gmail.com or call 086 170 1418

Wednesday, 3 October at 7.00pm

BiblioFiles lecture
Dublin in a revolutionary decade: 1913–23
Pádraig Yeates, author of A City in Turmoil: Dublin 1919-21,
uncovers unknown and neglected aspects of the Irish
Revolution. All welcome. No booking required.

Thursday, 4 October at 1.05pm

Eight Tuesdays
9, 16, 30 October,
6, 13, 20, 27 November
4 December
10.00am - 12.30pm
€195

All Ireland Poetry Day
Poetry Ireland in association with the National Library
of Ireland present a lunch time poetry reading with
Maurice Harmon. Admission free. No booking required.
UCD Adult Education Course
Reading in the National Library
This course will explore the works of literary icons such as
Joyce, O’Casey and Beckett, as well as the contemporary
writings of Conor McPherson and Anne Enright. To book a
place, contact UCD Adult Education Centre: (01) 716 7123
Email: adult.education@ucd.ie
Web: www.ucd.ie/adulted

Eight Wednesdays
10, 17, 24, 31 October
7, 14, 21, 28 November
10.00am - 12.30pm
€195

UCD Adult Education Course
Uncovering 1916
Using the collections at the National Library of Ireland, the
course will explore the events surrounding the 1916 Rising.
To book a place, see UCD contact details listed above.

Thursday, 11 October at 7.00pm

The Kitchen Archive
Interview with Darina Allen
Join Darina Allen, owner of Ballymaloe Cookery School;
teacher; food writer; newspaper columnist; cookbook
author and television presenter, as she discusses food and
the new edition of her book Irish Traditional Cooking.
Admission is free. No booking required. Doors open at
6.30pm. Seats will be allocated on a first-come, firstserved basis.
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Wednesday, 17 October at 7.00pm

History Ireland Hedge School
Home Rule: lost opportunity or sell-out?
Join us for this lively round table discussion hosted by
Tommy Graham. All welcome. No booking required.

Wednesday, 24 October at 7.00pm

BiblioFiles Lecture
The Highland Lady and Ireland’s Great Famine
Join Dr Enda Delaney author of The Curse of Reason:
The Great Irish Famine 1845-52 for an insight into his
research on the Elizabeth Smith papers held in the NLI,
which provide a contemporary account of conditions in
Wicklow during the Great Famine.

Beginning Thursday 25 October for
eight weeks.
2.30pm – 4.30pm
Cost: €210

From History to Story: Creative Writing with Research
in Café Joly.
Bookings should be made directly with Yvonne Cullen.
Email writingtrain@gmail.com or call 086 170 1418

29 October - 2 November

Mid-term break children’s events
Check our website www.nli.ie for further details.

Tuesday, 20 November at 7.00pm

The Kitchen Archive
From spoon to screen: the whys and hows of food blogging
Join us for this panel discussion on food blogging.
All welcome. No booking required.

Wednesday, 21 November
at 7.00pm

BiblioFiles lecture
Women in 1970s and ‘80s Ireland: Activists,
Lobbyists, Politicians.
Dr Ciara Meehan (UCD) and Claire McGing (NUIM) review
the involvement of women in Irish politics.

Wednesday, 28 November
at 7.00pm

History Ireland Hedge School
The Ulster Covenant 1912: an exercise in massdemocracy or reaction?
All welcome. No booking required.

Many of our events are free. If you would like this to continue, you can support our Events Programme
by making a donation. Donation boxes are located throughout the NLI buildings.
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National Library of Ireland
Kildare Street, Dublin 2
T +353 1 603 0200
info@nli.ie
www.nli.ie
Opening hours:
Monday – Wednesday
Thursday – Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Open bank holidays

9.30am to 7.45pm
9.30am to 4.45pm
9.30am to 4.30pm (Reading Room closes at 12.45pm)
1.00pm to 5.00pm (exhibitions only)
12.00pm to 5.00pm (exhibitions only)

National Photographic Archive
Meeting House Square, Temple Bar, Dublin 2
T +353 1 603 0373
npaoffice@nli.ie
www.nli.ie
Opening hours
Monday – Saturday
Sunday

10.00am to 5.00pm (exhibitions only)
12.00pm to 5.00pm (exhibitions only)

The NPA Reading Room is open from Tuesday to Thursday between 10.00am and 1.00pm
by prior appointment only.

Free admission
National
Photographic
Archive

Pear
se St
.

Temple Bar

Dame St.
Georges St.

Trinity College

St.

Mole
swor
th St
.

National Library,
Kildare Street

St. Stephen’s Green

Kild
are
St

.

Dawson
St.

Aungier St
.

Graf
ton
St

.

Nass
au

Follow us

Join our mailing list at:
mailinglist@nli.ie
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