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1916 The 1916 Rising: Personalities and Perspectives

lad Situd a raibh tionchar acu ar an Eiri Amach: Réamhra
lad Sitid a Raibh Pleananna Eile Acu: Pairti an Lucht Oibre
Jim Larkin agus Arm Cathartha na hEireann

Chuir Larkin leis an Eiri Amach go hindireach tri aird a dhiriti ar an easpa
ceartais shoisialta agus ar chruachas oibrithe sa chéras reatha. Bhi tionchar
direach aige chomh maith i mbund Arm Cathartha na hEireann.

Rugadh James (‘Big Jim’) Larkin (1874-1947) i Learpholl do thuismitheoiri
Eireannacha. D'oibrigh sé mar eagrai don National Union of Dock
Labourers i Learpholl agus 6 1907 go 1909 i mBéal Feirste. Ni raibh brainse
Bhéal Feirste eagraithe go maith agus bhi go leor seicteachais ann. D’éirigh
le Larkin an t-aontas a athbheochan a bhui lena chumas eagraiochtuil agus
lena éraidiocht. Nuair a rinne na fostdiri iarracht srian a chur le cumhacht
an cheardchumainn tri frithdhanadh a imirt ar an lucht oibre agus fir oibre
eile n6 ‘blacklegs’ a thabhairt isteach ina n-ait, ghéill ceannaireacht an
Cheardchumainn sa Bhreatain. Aistriodh Larkin go Baile Atha Cliath mar a
bhunaigh sé an National Union of Dock Labourers (NUDL).

Chuir ceannaireacht an cheardchumainn Larkin ar fionrai de dheasca a
chur chuige militeach i leith chaidreamh oibreachais. Is ansin a bhunaigh
sé Ceardchumann lompair agus llsaothair na hEireann. | mi na Bealtaine
1911 d’fhoilsigh sé an nuachtan ‘the Irish Worker’ ina ndéantai ionsaithe
fiochmhara ar an gcaipitleachas, ar an impiritlachas, ar na fostoéiri agus
ar Phairti Parlaiminteach na hEireann, go dti gur cuireadh cosc air sa
deireadh de bharr a sheasaimh in aghaidh cogai. Toisc an Usaid a bhain

sé as stailceanna bhi sé i gcoinbhleacht oscailte leis na fostéiri. Sa bhliain
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1913, mar fhreagra ar na héilimh a bhi aige ar chainteanna chun pa agus
coinniollacha a phlé, thainig nach mér ceithre chéad fostairi le chéile

chun an Employers’ Federation a bhunu. D’eagraigh an Chénaidhm ansin
go gcuirfi frithdhanadh i bhfeidhm ar na hoibrithe sin nach dtabharfadh
geall nach rachfaidis isteach i gceardchumann. Bhi ni ba mhé na 20,000
oibri (agus 80,000 eile ag brath orthusan) rannphdirteach. Nior bheag

an t-achrann a lean, lena n-airitear ruathar batai a thug na péilini faoi na
hoibrithe agus faoin lucht féachana ar Shraid Ui Chonaill. Cuireadh Larkin i
bpriosun ar feadh tréimhse.

Ar an 19 Samhain 1913 bhunaigh Larkin agus Séamus O Conghaile

Arm Cathartha na hEireann mar fhérsa cosanta na n-oibriththe ar

lambh 14idir Phoilini Chathair Bhaile Atha Cliath. Bhi thart faoi 350 ball,

a raibh a bhformhor diobhsan ina mbaill de cheardchumann éigin. Bhi
éide suaithinseach da chuid féin ag an bhférsa agus rinne siad a gcuid
traenala go hoscailte; bhi roinnt gunnai faighte faoi rin acu a coimeadadh i
gceanncheathru an ITGWU i Halla na Saoirse, gar do Theach an Chustaim.
B’ann don Arm Cathartha i gcénai amh fili tar éis do na hoibrithe géilleadh
agus do Larkin imeacht go dti na Stait Aontaithe go luath sa bhliain1914.
Ba é O Conghaile a bhi ina Cheannfort; ina dhiaidh sin bhi Michael Mallin
ina Cheann Foirne agus ba é a bhii gceannas le linn Eiri Amach 1916.
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Advertisment for the Irish Worker which Larkin launched in June 1911. The paper
lambasted slum landlords, sweat-shop employers, lying journalists and corrupt politicians;
the Christmas number was more in a literary vein.
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Liberty Hall, Dublin; Larkin and the ITGWU moved to Liberty Hall in 1912. The banner
recommends the Irish Worker, ‘the only labour paper in Ireland’. (Keogh 202).
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The Irish Women Workers’ Union was launched in Sept. 1911 with Larkin as president and
his sister Delia as secretary. (LOP 113/123).
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Billboard referring to the 1913 lock-out: ‘the devil has the upper hand in Dublin’
(Proclamations).
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Letter by Larkin appointing James Connolly in his place if he were to be arrested, 30 Aug.
1913.(Ms. 15,679).
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Larkin addressing a crowd in Manchester. (Evening Herald, 15 Sept. 1913).
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REASONS WHY

YOU SHOULD JOIN

The Irish Citizen Army.

BECAUSE It pledges its members to work for,
organise for, drill for and fight for an Independent
Ireland.

BECAUSE It places its peliance upen the only class
that never betrayed Ireland—the Irish Working
Ulass.

BECAUSE Having a detmite aim to work for there
16 no fear of it he mng pirul'. gsed In the momeni ol
action by divisions in #ts Executive Body.

BECAUSE It teaches that "“the sole right of owner-

Hh: » of Treland is vested in the people of Ireland,

that that full right of ownership may, and

“‘”Hht to be, enlorced by any and .|]! means that
Ciod hath put within the power of man.'

BECAUSE Ii works in harmony with the Labour
and true National Movements and thus embraces
all that makes for Bocial Welfare and National
Dignity.

Companies Wanted in Every District,
RECRUITS WANTED EVERY HOUR.

Apply for Turther informafion, Secretary, Citizen Army,
Liberty Hall, Dublin.

fH"_IE .F'.'ilflrr_-; iy Fr'.r'ﬁ."r;u'_' ”':Mr.‘.r.:-l i S.‘:J‘_ﬂ- i Sireet, Dublen,

Advertisement for the Irish Citizen Army. (Ms. 15,673).
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AN IRISH WORKERS' ARMY.

The need has arisen for the embodiment of a disciplined force
of the workers of lreland,

(1) To daferd the country against foreign aggression :
(2) To defend the workers against attack during labour
disputes ;
(3) To assert and maintain the rights of the workers as
citizems ; and
(4) To support the movement towards the establishment
of u Workers' Republic.

It has been decided that steps shall be taken at once to enrol
such o forea throughout Ireland. For this purpose a temporary
Committes has heen formed eonsisting of five representatives of
the Irish Citizen Army, and five representatives of the Trade
Union movement,

Every member of the proposed Workers' Army shall be,
wherever possible, a member of a Trade Union recopnised by the
Irish Labour Party and Trade Union Congress. A eginning is
to be made by the enrolment in each local area of o nuclens of
relishle men, preferably those who are already trained.

When a sufficient number of local units has heen formed
8 representative Convention will be called together in Dublin to
put the organisation on a permanent basis.

I, the undersigned, am willing to join an Irish Workers’ Ammy
on the basis outlined above :—
A T e
VERETBES o e e e e
AT 0TS v vews v i e s N e e P
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WESI. FRINTEH, CAFHEL 8T,

Advertisement for the Irish Citizen Army. (Ms. 15,673).
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_THE IRISH CITIZEN ARMY.,
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Chnirnss of Army Counel :
Carr. 1R Wi, IS0, ROOM 4,
Han, Secretary 1 —_—
SEaN O CATHASANGH, LIBERTY' HALL,
Hun, Tronsrrrs : J! # ;
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Report on a visit by the Irish Citizen Army to Kingstown (Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin).
The signatory Sean O Cathasaigh was the playwright Sean O’Casey, who was secretary for
aperiod. (Ms. 15,673/2).
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Report on a visit by the Irish Citizen Army to Kingstown (Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin).
The signatory Sean O Cathasaigh was the playwright Sean O’'Casey, who was secretary for
aperiod. (Ms. 15,673/2).
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Transcript

The Irish Citizen Army

Objects and aims of Citizen Army fully explained to those attending.
Attendance numbered twenty-two. Evident interest displayed by all.
General opinion expressive of possible development.

Drill

No facilities for drill in Union rooms, suggested field in which Volunteers
drill, controlled by Kingstown Council, should be utilised. Doubts held as to
whether Citizen Army would get use of it, advice asked for as how best to
act. Tom Clark: Sherlock, Vaughan L.L.D.

Uniforms

A strong desire exists for a number of uniforms as soon as possible. Some
men have already paid money off same. Think this would aid in gathering
recruits.

Public Meeting

General feeling that a public meeting should be held some Sunday, soon,
with parade of Dublin Company of Citizen Army. General impression this
would cause arally. It is felt that one imperative feature of the meeting
should be Jim Larkin’s attendance.

Antagonistic Forces
Volunteers very shaky here, divisions appearing.

Personal Remarks

A fine yard attached to Union Rooms, which could easily be converted into
a commodious hall with a comparatively small expenditure. Believe this
would appreciably add to the development of the Union'’s activities.

Before leaving a small committee was elected to attend to details.

Lieut. J Byrne, Sean O Cathasaigh.



