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1916 The 1916 Rising: Personalities and Perspectives

lad Situd a raibh tionchar acu ar an Eiri Amach: Réamhra
lad sitd a raibh Pleananna eile acu
Arthur Griffith agus Sinn Féin

Bhi pairt dhireach ag Griffith agus Sinn Féin san Eiri Amach trina
bholscaireacht iontach agus tri ghltin de naisitinaigh na hEireann a radacu.

Rugadh Arthur Griffith (1871-1922) ag 61 Sraid Dhoiminic Uachtarach,
Baile Atha Cliath agus cuireadh oideachas air i scoileanna na mBraithre
Criostai ag Srdid na Tra agus ag Plas Mhuire. D'oibrigh sé mar chlédoéir
leis an Irish Independent, chaith sé formhér a chuid ama saor le cumainn
dhiospdireachta ait a raibh tionchar ag an iriseoir agus an file William
Rooney air. | 1893, bhunaigh siad an Celtic Literary Society a chuir
staidéar teanga, litriocht, stair agus ceol na Gaeilge chun cinn agus ba é
‘independent action’ an sluan a bhi acu. Bhi Griffith gniomhach chomh
maith i gConradh na Gaeilge ina raibh Rooney mar mhuinteoir. Bhi sé ina
bhall den ghripa scartinaioch Braithreachas Phoblacht na hEireann go dti
1910, agus ina dhiaidh sin shéan sé usaid na laimhe laidre chun criocha
polaitiuil.

Tar éis tréimhse san Afraic Theas, ait ar oibrigh sé sna mianaigh 6ir agus ar
chuidigh sé leis na Béraigh, bhi sé ina eagarthdir ar phdipéar seachtainiuil
radacach nua, an United Irishman, a foilsiodh don chéad uair i mBaile Atha
CliathiMarta 1899.1 1900, mar aon le Rooney, bhunaigh sé Cumann

na nGaedheal, scatheagraiocht a dearadh le comhordu a dhéanamh ar
ghniomhaiochta na ngrapai éagsula a raibh iarracht 4 déanamh acu le
dulingleic le galldu leantnach na tire. Tar éis do theip bhilli an Rialtais
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Dhuchais 1886 agus 1893, ni raibh méran muinine ag Griffith as an

modh gniomhaiochta parlaiminte a linne. | sraith alt, “The resurrection of
Hungary: a parallel for Ireland’, a foilsiodh san United Irishman i 1904, mhol
sé go n-aistarraingeodh Pairti Parlaiminteach na hEireann as Westminster
agus go mbundidis tiondl i mBaile Atha Cliath go haontaobhach agus taithi
na hUngaire a Usaid mar shambhail.

D’éabhléidigh eagraiocht pholaititil a lIéirigh beartas Griffith maidir le
neamhspleachas naisiunta geilleagair, cultirtha agus polaititil sa tréimhse
1905-7. lonchorpraiodh Cumann na nGaedheal agus Cumainn Dhun
Geanainn a bhunaigh Bulmer Hobson agus Denis McCullogh. Mhol Maire
Butler an t-ainm ‘Sinn Féin’ chun spiorad na gluaiseachta a chur chun

cinn go soiléir. Nuair a dhdn an United Irishman i 1906 mar gheall ar chas
leabhail, ghlac Griffith leis an teideal Sinn Féin don phaipéar ionaid inar
lean sé air ag cur a bheartais chun cinn go dti gur cuireadh faoi chois é i
1914.

Nior thaitin Griffith le Pairti Parlaiminteach na hEireann né, ag an taobh
eile, le scarunaithe na laimhe laidre, cé gur thug an IRB féirdheontas da
phaipéar Sinn Féin. Chuaigh Griffith isteach in Oglaigh na hEireann nuair

a bunaiodhiad i Samhain 1913, cé nar ceapadh ar an gcoiste é ar fhaitios
go mbeadh an chosulacht ann go raibh dldthbhaint ag an eagraiocht nua le
Sinn Féin. In Gil 1914, bhi sé pairteach i dtabhairt i dtir na n-arm d’Oglaigh
na hEireann ag Binn Eadair. Ar an 9 Mean Fémhair an bhliain chéanna,
d’fhreastail sé ar chruinnid, a eagraiodh ba chosuil faoi choimirce an IRB
agus le Tomas O Cléirigh i gceannas air, chun plé a dhéanamh ar an deis a
bhi an chun éiri amach a chur ar bun de bharr an chogaidh. Ni raibh Griffith
i bhfabhar an lamh laidir a GUsaid seachas mar rogha deiridh afach. Chur sé i
gcoinne fir na hEireann a bheith ag troid le harm na Breataine sa chogadh,
agus mar thoradh air sin cuireadh cosc ar Shinn Féin i Nollaig 1914;

chuir Griffith Scissors and Paste ina ionad laithreach agus ina dhiaidh sin
Nationality, agus lean an da iris le beartais Shinn Féin a chur chun cinn.

Bhi rél tabhachtach ag Sinn Féin agus ag scribhneoireacht Griffith chun
spiorad féintuilleamaioch naisitinta a fhorbairt sna blianta roimh Eiri
Amach 1916. Go deimhin, bbhi praifil phoibli Shinn Féin chomh mér

sin nuair a thosaigh an tEiri Amach gur cheap an rialtas agus an pobal i
gcoitinne gurbh iad a bhi freagrach, tagraiodh go ginearalta don Eiri Amach
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mar ‘the Sinn Féin Rebellion’ - bhi aithne i gcoitinne ar Oglaigh na hEireann
mar ‘Sinn Féin Volunteers’ Cé gur ghlac roinnt ball de chuid Shinn Féin pairt
ann, ni raibh an eagraiocht na Griffith féin pairteach san Eiri Amach. Thairg
sé cunamh a thabhairt in Ard-Oifig an Phoist, ach duradh leis gur mé a
d’fhéadfadh sé a dhéanamh le peann nd le gunna. Ina ainneoin sin, gabhadh
é agus cuireadh i bpriosin Reading é go dti mi Feabhra dar gcionn.



1916 The 1916 Rising: Personalities and Perspectives

Leabharlann
Ndisitinta

na hEireann
National Library
of reland

3.3.1 Arthur Griffith agus Sinn Féin

Arthur Griffith. (Keogh 44)
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Parts of a pamphlet issued following the first annual convention of the National Council
held in the Rotunda, Dublin on 28 Nov. 1905. Griffith proposed the policy of the National
Council. The ‘Cross o Gold’ represents Ireland’s overpayment of taxation as calculated for
the period from 1853.
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Parts of a pamphlet issued following the first annual convention of the National Council
held in the Rotunda, Dublin on 28 Nov. 1905. Griffith proposed the policy of the National
Council. The ‘Cross o Gold’ represents Ireland’s overpayment of taxation as calculated for
the period from 1853.
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Parts of a pamphlet issued following the first annual convention of the National Council

held in the Rotunda, Dublin on 28 Nov. 1905. Griffith proposed the policy of the National
Council. The ‘Cross o Gold’ represents Ireland’s overpayment of taxation as calculated for

the period from 1853.
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Sinn Féin was established by Griffith in 1906 to promote the Sinn Féin agenda. He edited it
until it was banned in 1914 for its opposition to Irishmen joining the British army.
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Aonac 1A Noolss

Sale-Exhibition of Irish Goods only

IRISH ART . . .
IRISH GOODS . .
IRISH MUSIC . .
IRISH NOVELTIES

Sales all Day

Orex 10 4 M. 10 10 .M,
BAND EACH MNIGHT.
No Dull Time for Exhibitors !

ROTUNDA BUILDINGS,
DUBLIN.
DECEMBER 5th to 14th, 1912.

Irish Paper. ] Theveresin, Newth nnd Co., Printem, 40 Middle Abhey Rtreet, Thblin, [ Irisks Ink.

Aonach na Nodlag became an annual event from 1908 onwards; it was mainly organised
by Séan MacDiarmada.
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DOWNSTAIRS, OFF ROUND ROOM),

Seack 1% Proar Roow Cosrs 1/- pex Bovang Foor.

AONACH NA NODLAG has come to stay.

LAST CHRISTMAS 15,000 Visitors passed the stiles. THIS YEAR
there will be 20,000,

HE priaary abject of the Aonach i to divert into the pckets of Trish Producers,

the Inrge sums which are aunnally expended in Doblin each Christonatide

ot Forsign Goods,  FPrrthermorg, it kesps the public in tonch with the development

of Irigh Industries, whila a% the same time, providing the Monufactorer and Retailer
of Trish Cocds with s valuable advertisement at o sominnl eost.

Visitors to the Aonach menn bosiness.  Thev doma to sapply their sensonnble
wunts. They purchage Prossnta for their friends; Taoye for thede children ; Warm
Woollens for the old lolks; Cards, Charms, Nickoncks and l-‘im:rj-.-' far the cailini;
Fomiture for prospective honsekespers ; Blatuary for mriistie folks; Calendors,
Chghions, Servens, nnd soforth for the boudoir; Offion Hequisites; Kitehon Utensily ;
Toliera tor the mare males; Hard Goods, and Soft Goods = Diar Goods, and Cheap
froails ; Eatables and Drinkables ; Irish Wases and Foreign Wares— IO 1—Thira's
He rib.  “IRISH GOODS ONLY.” is the mottn of the Aonach,

Aonach na Nodlag became an annual event from 1908 onwards; it was mainly organised
by Séan MacDiarmada.




