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1916 The 1916 Rising: Personalities and Perspectives

lad Sitd a raibh tionchar acu ar an Eiri Amach: Réamhra
lad sitid a bhi bainteach leis an Rialtas Duchais (ar a shon agus ina choinne)
Augustine Birrell, Priomh-Runai na hEireann, 1907-1916

Bhi baint ag Birrell leis an Eiri Amach go hindireach toisc nar thug sé, mar
aon le Asquith, aghaidh ar Aontachtaithe Uladh agus nach ndeachaigh sé

i ngleic leis na Poblachtanaigh a raibh an tEiri Amach 4 phleanail acu. Ba

as Learpholl do Augustine Birrell (1850-1933). Ba mhinistir Baisteach a
athair agus ba mhinistir de chuid Shaor-Eaglais na hAlban a sheanathair, ar
thaobh a mathar; d’éirigh sé ina agndisi ni ba dhéanai ina shaol ach chloigh
sé lena dhearcadh neamhaontach Liobralach. Tugadh deis dé staidéar a
dhéanamh ar an dli in Trinity Hall, Cambridge a bhui le oidhreacht a fuair
sé. Chleachtaigh sé mar abhcéide ina dhiaidh sin agus bhain sé cail amach
do féin mar scribhneoir aisti agus mar chriticeoir liteartha. Toghadh ina
Theachta Parlaiminte Liobralach do Fife sa bhliain 1889 agus bhi sé ina
Aire faoi Campbell-Bannerman. Rinneadh Priomh-Runai na hEireann de in
1907; post a bhi aige go dti mi na Bealtaine 1916 nuair a d’éirigh sé as faoi
scath iarmhairt an tEiri Amach.

Ba é an Priomh-Runai an té a bhi freagrach as beartas rialtais a cheapadh
agus a riaradh in Eirinn. Bhi Birrell ar cheann de na hAiri ba thiomanta,

ba dhaonna agus ba thairgitla da raibh riamh sa phost. Bhi sé an-bhaduil
d’Eirinn naisitinach, ba é an Rialtas Duchais an cuspoéir ba mho a bhi aige.
Idir an da linn, d’achtaigh sé 56 phiosa reachtaiochta a raibh dea-thionchar
acu ar Eirinn don chuid ba mhé. Airiodh leo, bunt Ollscoil na hEireann
agus Ollscoil na Banriona, Béal Feirste agus an tAcht Talun, 1909, acht a
chuir borradh faoi cheannach talin ag tionéntai agus a laghdaigh achrann
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taluntais. Is cinnte go raibh rél suntasach ag Birrell maidir le hachtu

an Bhille Rialtas Duchais ar deireadh. Bhi sé ciontach, afach, as ligean
d’Aontachtaithe Uladh cruth an Bhille Rialtas Duchais a athri sa mhéid

nar thaitin sé le formhér na naisitnaithe toisc gur diriodh forail i dtaobh
criochdheighilte. Bhi sé freagrach sa mhéid gur theip air Oglaigh Uladh

a choimead faoi smacht agus rinne sé failli chomh maith ligean do na
hoifigigh airm cheannairceacha agus iad siud a bhi freagrach as tabhairt

i dtir na ngunnaii Latharna cead a gcinn a bheith acu. Ag an am, rinne na
naisiunaithe comparaid idir an chaoi go raibh an chuma ar an scéal go
ndearnadh neamhaird de seo agus an seasamh a ghlac na hadarais maidir le
Jim Larkin agus na ceardchumannaithe in 1913 agus scaoileadh sibhialtach
in 1914 i ndiaidh thabhairt i dtir na ngunnai i mBinn Eadair in 1914.

Maidir le hEiri Amach 1916, nior thuig Birrell i gceart an baol a bhain

le faicsean na ldimhe laidre laistigh den naisiinachas; mheas sé nach

raibh an lion acu ard go leor agus nach raibh bagairt ar bith ann. Thug sé
neamhaird ar an seans go n-éireodh siad amach in ainneoin go raibh sé
soiléir nach n-éireodh leo ach go mbeadh siad ina mairtirigh ar son shaoirse
na hEireann chun fonn suanach an neamhspleéchais naisitinta a mhuscailt.
Faoi dheireadh, nior thuig sé go mbeadh na basuithe frithtorthdil, go
spreagfadh siad freagairt 6n bpobal a mbeadh neamhspleachas na
hEireann mar thoradh air sa deireadh. Ar éiri as dé i mi na Bealtaine 1916,
ghlac Birrell leis an milledn as ligean d’ullmhtichain don Eiri Amach dul

ar aghaidh gan srian. Cé gurbh é Asquith cuid mhaith, agus an rialtas ina
iomlaine, faoi deara easpa gniomhaiochta Birrell i leith aontachtaithe
Uladh, leag an coimisitin oifigitil an millean is mé as an Eiri Amach ar Birrell
6 ba é a shainchdram siud é mar Aire.




3.1.2

- 1916 The 1916 Rising: Personalities and Perspectives

Augustine Birrell, Priomh-Runai na hEireann, 1907-1916

The Right Honourable Augustine Birrell MP, Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of
Ireland in the period 1907-16. The Chief Secretary normally spent much of his time in
parliament in Westminster, leaving routine administration to the Under-Secretary. Birrell
was in England when the Rising took place. (lllustrated London News, 6 May 1916).
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Lieut. Col. Sir Matthew Nathan, Under-Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland was
the chief permanent official of the government in Ireland in the period Sept. 1914 to May
1916. He was aware of Roger Casement’s attempt to procure German arms; when he
learned that the German ship bearing the arms had been scuttled he knew that a
successful Rising could not succeed and felt that the crisis had passed. He does not seem
to have considered the possibility that the Rising could still take place regardless of the
virtual certainty of failure. (lllustrated London News, 6 May 1916).
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Ivor Churchill Guest, 1st Viscount Wimborne, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland since 1915.
The day before the Rising Wimborne was alarmed but Nathan tried to allay his fears,
arguing that there was no immediate danger. (lllustrated London News, 6 May 1916).
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THE NEW LORD LIEUTENANT.

Photogrigpl

Nt & LGeperal, "

LORD WIMBORNE, WHO TOOR THE OATH AS LORD LIEUTENANT LAST FRIDAY, INSPECTS
FHE GUARD OF HOXOUR 1IN THE CASTLE YARI,

Lord Wimborne inspecting a guard of honour at Dublin Castle following his arrival as Lord
Lieutenant (New York Times, Magazine Section, 30 April 1916).
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Phote by] ] [Lafayette.

MAJOR-GENERAL L. B. FRIEND, who Com-
manded the Forcés in Ireland before Easter,

General Sir Lovick Bransby Friend, commander of the forces in Ireland. He was on
leave in England when the Rising occurred. (Weekly Irish Times, Sinn Fein Rebellion
Handbook, 1917).




nn

n
National Libr
of Ireland

y ‘ 1916 The 1916 Rising: Personalities and Perspectives

3.1.2 Augustine Birrell, Priomh-Runai na hEireann, 1907-1916

Phato byl [Lalayetite.
MAJOR-GENERAL A. E. SANDBACH. Com-
mander of the troops in the Dublin Area,

General A.E. Sandbach, Commander of troops in the Dublin area. (Weekly Irish Times,
Sinn Fein Rebellion Handbook, 1917).
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Pages from the minutes of evidence of the Royal Commission on the 1916 Rising.
They illustrate aspects of the Dublin administration under Birrell and Nathan.
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Pages from the minutes of evidence of the Royal Commission on the 1916 Rising.
They illustrate aspects of the Dublin administration under Birrell and Nathan.
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