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Seachtar Sínitheoirí an Fhorógra

Pádraig Mac Piarais

Pádraig Mac Piarais, Uachtarán Rialtas Sealadach Phoblacht na hÉireann.

Rugadh Patrick Henry Pearse (1879-1916) ag 27 Great Brunswick 

Street (Sráid an Phiarsaigh anois), Baile Átha Cliath, mac le James Pearse, 

fear Sasanach a raibh gnó snoíodóireacht chloiche aige, agus a bhean 

Margaret Brady. Tógadh mar Chaitliceach cráifeach é, is cosúil go raibh 

tionchar ag a aintín ar thaobh a mháthar air a d’inis scéalta dó faoi laochra 

miotaseolaíocha na hÉireann agus réabhlóidigh thírghrácha cosúil le 

Theobold Wolfe Tone agus Robert Emmet. I rith a bhlianta ag meánscoil na 

mBráithre Críostaí i Rae an Iarthair, d’fhorbair sé suim mhór sa Ghaeilge 

agus i litríocht na hÉireann, agus mar thoradh air sin ghlac sé ballraíocht 

i gConradh na Gaeilge in aois a sheacht mbliana déag. D’fhreastail sé ar 

Choláiste na hOllscoile, Baile Átha Cliath, agus bhain sé céim amach sa 

Bhéarla, sa Fhraincis agus sa Ghaeilge. Rinne sé staidéar ina dhiaidh sin i 

gColáiste na Tríonóide, Baile Átha Cliath agus ag in Óstaí an Rí, agus glaodh 

chun an bharra é.

Is beag nach raibh Conradh na Gaeilge mar mhodh maireachtála don 

Phiarsach. Bhí sé gníomhach ar roinnt coistí agus scríobh sé go leor alt le 

haghaidh An Claidheamh Soluis ar réimse leathan ábhar – litríocht, stair, 

oideachas, imirce, polaitíocht, reiligiún. Tá a dhul chun cinn intleachtúil 

thar na mblianta le feiceáil ina ailt, agus tugadh le fios iontu go raibh sé 

liobrálach, forásach agus frithsheicteach. Ag an gcéim seo ina shaol, ba é an 

náisiúnachas cultúrtha seachas polaitiúil a bhí ina ábhair imní de. Ghlac sé 
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le post mar eagarthóir ar An Claidheamh Soluis i gcomhair pá don tréimhse 

1903-9, á stiúradh i dtreo ní ba liteartha, ach bhí sé páirteach i ní ba mhó 

conspóidí chomh maith, roinnt díobh le baill den chléir Chaitliceach agus 

bhí sé go maith in ann an fód a sheasamh. Le linn an ama seo, scríobh sé 

filíocht agus scéalta d’ardchaighdeán liteartha i nGaeilge agus i mBéarla. 

Go ginearálta, chaith sé saoire an tsamhraidh i Ros Muc, Co. na Gaillimhe, 

áit a bhfuair sé inspioráid ó na cainteoirí Gaeilge agus ó shlí mhaireachtála 

na tuaithe.

Mhúin an Piarsach go páirtaimseartha i scoileanna éagsúla agus i gColáiste 

na hOllscoile, Baile Átha Cliath. I 1908, bhunaigh sé scoil dhátheangach 

do bhuachaillí, Scoil Éanna, ag Teach Fhiodh Cuillinn i Raghnallach, agus 

d’aistrigh sé dhá bhliain ina dhiaidh sin í chuig teach mór lonnaithe ar 

chaoga acra de thalamh páirce i Ráth Fearnáin, áit a d’fheidhmigh sé mar 

scoil chónaithe. Bhí éiteas na scoile an-Ghaelach agus bhí beocht inti nuair 

a cuireadh drámaí agus tóstal ar siúl ó am go chéile. Áiríodh ar na múinteoirí 

a bhí sa scoil Thomas Mac Donnchadha, (Fraincis agus Béarla), deartháir an 

Phiarsaigh (ealaín agus Béarla), agus Con Colbert (druil), ghlac an triúr acu 

páirt in Éirí Amach 1916 agus cuireadh chun báis iad ina dhiaidh. Bhunaigh 

sé scoil Naomh Íde chomh maith, scoil shinsearach do chailíní agus scoil 

ullmhúcháin ag Teach Fhiodh Cuillinn.

Go polaitiúil, ba náisiúnach measartha a bhí sa Phiarsach, thacaigh sé le bille 

an Rialtais Dhúchais chomh deireanach le 1912, ach bhagair sé réabhlóid 

mura n-achtófaí é. I Samhain 1913, bhí sé ar dhuine den dáréag a bhí ar an 

gcoiste stiúrtha a bhunaigh Óglaigh na hÉireann; bhí an post tábhachtach 

mar stiúrthóir oibríochtaí míleata aige ina dhiaidh sin. I Nollaig 1914, chuir 

Bulmer Hobson faoi mhóid é i mBráithreachas Phoblacht na hÉireann. Fad 

is a bhí sé ar chamchuairt léachta do Scoil Éanna sna Stáit Aontaithe, bhí 

tionchar ag John Devoy agus Joseph McGarrity air a thiontaigh i dtreo an 

phoblachtachais é. I Meán Fómhair 1915, toghadh chuig Ard-Chomhairle an 

IRB é agus comhthoghadh ar an gComhairle Mhíleata é áit a raibh mór-ról 

aige i bpleanáil an Éirí Amach.

Dhréachtaigh an Piarsach Forógra na Poblachta, le moltaí ó dhaoine eile, 

Séamas Ó Conghaile agus Tomás Mac Donnchadha go háirithe. Mar gheall 

ar a chéim sna hÓglaigh agus mar gheall go raibh an-mheas air, d’ainmnigh 

na sínitheoirí leis an bhForógra é ina uachtarán ar an Rialtas Sealadach. Ní 
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raibh ina theideal mar Cheannfort-Ghinearál ach ainm mar go raibh Séamas 

Ó Conghaile i gceannas ar oibríochtaí míleata. Mar uachtarán, léigh mac 

Piarais an Forógra taobh amuigh de Phríomh-Oifig an Phoist ar Luan Cásca.

Ag an gcruinniú leis na cúig bhall den Rialtas Sealadach a bhí ar fáil in 

16 Sráid an Mhúraigh maidin Dé Sathairn, theastaigh ó Mhac Piarais go 

ngéillfidís ionas nach gcaillfí aon duine eile. Cuireadh ar thriail é agus 

cuireadh chun báis é trí scuad lámhaigh i bPríosún Chill Mhaighneann ar an 

3 Bealtaine.  Ní raibh sé pósta.



4

4.4 Pádraig Mac Piarais

A charcoal portrait of Patrick Pearse by Seán O’Sullivan RHA. He has been described as 
being of average height and of sturdy build. (National Museum of Ireland). 
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Pages from one of Pearse’s collections of stories. 
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Pages from one of Pearse’s collections of stories. 
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Postcard featuring Saint Enda’s School (Scoil Éanna), Rathfarnham, Co. Dublin. 
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The Saint Enda’s School magazine, An Macaomh (The Youth). Four issues were published 
between 1909 and 1913. This introduction reveals some of Pearse’s enlightened views on 
education. (An Macaomh, Vol. I, No. 1, Mid-Summer 1909).
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The original staff at Saint Enda’s School. (An Macaomh, Vol. I, No. 1, Mid-Summer 1909).
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Jeremiah O’Donovan (1831-1915) from Ross Carbery, Co. Cork, best known as 
O’Donovan Rossa. His life was dedicated to securing an Irish republic; for the new  
generation of separatists he symbolised the spirit of Fenianism and revolt. Following his 
death in New York, his funeral in Dublin on 1 August 1915 was a rallying point for
extreme nationalists. 
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The scene in Glasnevin cemetery where Pearse dressed in the uniform of the Irish 
Volunteers delivered a stirring oration over Rossa’s grave. In the photograph he appears to 
be putting his script back in his pocket. (Keogh 163). 



21

4.4 Pádraig Mac Piarais

A printed text of Pearse’s oration. 
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An autograph draft of Pearse’s best-known poem, ‘The Mother’. It was written early in 
1916 at a time when he had come to terms with the probable fate of both himself and his 
brother Willie. (Acc. 5922).
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Transcript

The Mother by Pádraic Pearse

I do not grudge them: Lord, I do not grudge

My two strong sons that I have seen go out

To break their strength and die, they and a few,

In bloody protest for a glorious thing,

They shall be spoken of among their people,

The generations shall remember them,

And call them blessed;

But I will speak their names to my own heart

In the long nights;

The little names that were familiar once

Round my dead hearth.

Lord, thou art hard on mothers:

We suffer in their coming and their going;

And tho’ I grudge them not, I weary, weary

Of the long sorrow – And yet I have my joy:

My sons were faithful, and they fought.



24

4.4 Pádraig Mac Piarais

Pearse’s recollection of his address to the court-martial, 2 May 1916. (Ms. 17,306). 
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Pearse’s recollection of his address to the court-martial, 2 May 1916. (Ms. 17,306). 
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Transcript

P.H. Pearse: Address to Court Martial. Statement written in  

Kilmainham, 2 May 1916. 

The following is the substance of what I said when asked today by the 

President of the Court Martial at Richmond Barracks whether I had 

anything to say in defence:

I desire in the first place to repeat what I have already said in the letters 

to General Sir John Maxwell and to Brigadier General Lowe. My object 

in agreeing to an unconditional surrender was to prevent the further 

slaughter of the civil population of Dublin and to save the lives of our 

gallant followers who, having made for six days a stand unparalleled in 

military history, were now surrounded and (in the case of those under the 

immediate command of Headquarters) without food. I fully understand 

now, as then, that my own life is a forfeit to British law, and I shall die very 

cheerfully if I can think that the British Government, as it has already 

shown itself strong, will now show itself magnanimous enough to accept 

my single life in forfeiture and give a general amnesty to the brave men and 

boys who have fought at my bidding.

In the second place, I wish it to be understood that any admissions I make 

here are to be taken as involving myself alone. They do not involve and 

must not be used against anyone who acted with me, not even those who 

may have set their names to documents with me. (The Court assented to 

this.)

I admit that I was Commandant General Commanding in Chief the forces 

of the Irish Republic which have been acting against you for the past week, 

and that I was President of their Provisional Government. I stand over all 

my acts and words done or spoken in those capacities.

When I was a child of ten I went down on my bare knees by my bedside one 

night and promised God that I should devote my life to an effort to free 

my country. I have kept that promise. As a boy and as a man I have worked 

for Irish freedom, first among all earthly things. I have helped to organise, 

to arm, to train, and to discipline my fellow-countrymen to the sole end 

that, when the time came, they might fight for Irish freedom. The time, as 
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it seemed to me, did come, and we went into the fight. I am glad we did. We 

seem to have lost. We have not lost. To refuse to fight would have been to 

lose; to fight is to win. We have kept faith with the past, and handed on a 

tradition to the future.

I repudiate the assertion of the prosecutor that I sought to aid and abet 

England’s enemy. Germany is no more to me than England is. I asked and 

accepted German aid in the shape of arms and an expeditionary force. We 

neither asked for nor accepted Germany [sic] gold, nor had any traffic with 

Germany but what I state. My aim was to win Irish freedom: we struck the 

first blow ourselves, but should have been glad of an ally’s aid.

I assume that I am speaking to Englishmen who value their freedom 

and who profess to be fighting for the freedom of Belgium and Serbia. 

Believe that we, too, love freedom and desire it. To us it is more desirable 

than anything in the world. If you strike us down now, we shall rise again 

and renew the fight. You cannot conquer Ireland. You cannot extinguish 

the Irish passion for freedom. If our deed has not been sufficient to win 

freedom, then our children will win it by better deed.

P.H. Pearse, Kilmainham Prison. 2nd May 1916.


