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1916 The 1916 Rising: Personalities and Perspectives

Priomhshuimh na Gniomhaiochta

Halla Cathrach Bhaile Atha Cliath

Ar Luan na Casca thionaéil an Captaen Sean Connolly ar Arm Cathartha na
hEireann agus a chomplacht de thart ar thriocha fear ag Halla na Saoirse.
Tugadh ordd déibh Halla na Cathrach a bhi congarach do Chaislean Bhaile
Atha Cliath a urghabhail agus seilbh a ghlacadh air. Mhairseail siad suas
Faiche an Choldiste agus Sraid an Dama agus ghabh siad seilbh ar Halla na
Cathrach agus ar fhoirgnimh taobh leis, lena n-airitear aitreabh an Evening
Times ar an gcoirnéal idir Sraid na Parlaiminte agus Sraid an Dama. Bhi an
Dr Kathleen Lynn agus Helena Molony i measc bhuion an ICA.

Chuaigh péirti seisear fear i dtreo gheata Chaislean Bhaile Atha Cliath
agus scaoil siad marbh an péilin gan arm a bhi ar dualgas ann, an Constabla
James O’Brien de chuid Phéilini Chathair Atha Cliath, agus é ag tabhairt
iarraidh an geata a dhinadh chun cosc a chur orthu teacht isteach.
Ghabh an pairti seilbh ar sheomra na ngardai ansin. Bhain siad na hairm
de sheisear saighdiuiri a bhi ansin agus choinnigh siad faoi ghlas iad. Ta

an chuma ar an scéal nar roghnaiodh Caislean Bhaile Atha Cliath mar
chuid de na suimh a bhi le gabhail agus an tEiri Amach & phleanail, toisc, is
cosuil, go raibh an chosaint chomh laidir ann. Ar an 13, afach, seachas 65
fear seirbhise gortaithe a bhi san ospidéal, bhi nios 14 na 25 saighdidiri ar
dualgas ann. Ina theannta sin, ag an am ceannann céanna is ar ghabhail

fir Arm Cathartha na hEireann seomra na ngardai, bhi an fo-rtinai, Sir
Matthew Nathan agus a bheirt Oifigeach i mbun comhdhala sa Chaislean.
Fit nach raibh a fhios acu go raibh an tEiri Amach tar éis tosu i gceart, bhi
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socruithe 4 dhéanamh acu chun na daoine a bhi faoi amhras maidir le héiri
amach a chur ar bun a ghabhail. Is cinnte gur coup iontach a bheadh ann
don Rialtas Sealadach, da ngabhfai Caislean Bhaile Atha Cliath, siombail
thiarnas na Breataine, chomh maith le ceann de na hoifigigh is sinsearai de
chuid Gdaras na Breataine in Eirinn.

Ni raibh sé i bhfad go raibh Halla na Cathrach agus foirgnimh eile a raibh
seilbh gafa orthu faoi dhianlamhach raidhfili agus meaisinghunnai. | rith
an trathnéna scaoil agus mharaigh naoscaire Connolly 6 Thur Bedford

i gCaislean Bhaile Atha Cliath. Rinne férsai ni ba lionmhaire ionsai ar
Halla na Cathrach agus ar na suimh a bhi bainteach leis ni ba dhéanai an
trathnona sin. Ghéill na férsai an oiche sin, mar gheall gur maraiodh né
gortaiodh go leor acu.
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Map showing the City Hall area. (Ordnance Survey, 1:2,500 (25 inches to mile), Dublin,
sheet XVIII, 1911; scale altered).
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t Captain Sean Connolly of the Citizen Army,
r killed in action at the City Hall.

Sean Connolly (1882-1916). He worked as a dispatch clerk with Eason’s stationers. A
talented actor, he had trained with the Inghinidhe na hEireann acting class and performed
with the Abbey Theatre and the ICA Liberty Players. (Capuchin Annual,1966).
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The gates to the Upper Yard of Dublin Castle where Constable O'Brien was killed.
Constable O’Brien, an unarmed policeman doing his duty, was the first of the approximately
400-plus fatal casualties of the 1916 Rising. (Dublin and the “Sinn Féin” Rising, Wilson

Hartnell & Co., 1916).
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Dr Kathleen Lynn (1874-1955). She was later to found St Ultan’s Hospital for Childrenin
Charlemont Street
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IRISH REBELLION, MAY 1916.

JOHN O'REILLY
(Irish Republican Army).
Killed in Action at City Hall, L ublin,
Easter Monday, 1916.

A commemorative postcard for John O'Reilly, second in command to Connolly. He
has been described as being six-foot-six in height and of great physique. (Album 113).




