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1916 The 1916 Rising: Personalities and Perspectives

Those who Set the Stage
Republicans and those who would resort to physical force

Bulmer Hobson and Denis McCullough

They contributed to the Rising by revitalising the Irish Republican
Brotherhood and promoting the Irish Volunteers.

Throughout the nineteenth century the republican movement tended

to wax and wane: it experienced a particularly low ebb for the ten years
following the death of Parnell in 1891. At the time most nationalists looked
to parliamentary politics as the only feasible and moral means of advancing
Ireland’s cause. Home Rule was the objective: most people believed it

was inevitable and that it would transform the Irish economy. While some
hoped that it would lead to eventual separation from Britain, most people
accepted Ireland’s role as part of the United Kingdom - the most powerful
empire on earth: for many their situation was not particularly irksome.

While dormant, the republican tradition, however, was not dead. There was
always a minority of people who believed that Britain had no legitimate
claim to jurisdiction over Ireland. They also felt that Home Rule would
bring little material benefit to Ireland and that the only worthwhile
objective was absolute independence. Considering how well-nigh
impossible it was to wrest any concession from Britain by constitutional
means (as was the experience of O’'Connell with Repeal of the Union and

of Parnell with Home Rule), the only option for republicans appeared to be
physical force.
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In the early years of the twentieth century republicanism underwent
arevival in Belfast. The main activists were Denis McCullough (1883-
1968) and Bulmer Hobson (1883-1969). McCullough, the son of a Fenian,
came from the Falls Road and was educated by the Christian Brothers.
He worked as a piano-tuner in Belfast where he eventually set up a music
business, which he later transferred to Dublin. He joined the IRB in 1901,
but found that it lacked direction and was in effect moribund.

Hobson came from a Quaker background in Hollywood, Co. Down and was
educated at the Friends’ School, Lisburn, Co. Antrim. A printer by trade, he
became interested in Irish culture and the republican movement and joined
the Gaelic League and the Gaelic Athletic Association. He established the
Protestant National Society as a means of imbuing young Protestants

with the republican vision. In 1903 he established Fianna Eireann, a form
of scouting organisation for boys which was named after the legendary
Fianna. Initially, Fianna Eireann made little progress, but in August 1909

it was re-launched by Hobson and Countess Markievicz. The new version
had considerable success, becoming a notable feature of the republican
movement, two of its early recruits, Con Colbert and Sedn Heuston, among
those executed after the 1916 Rising.

In 1904 Hobson was sworn into the IRB by McCullough. The following
year they combined in founding the Dungannon Clubs, the name
commemorating the Volunteer conventions seeking parliamentary reform
held at Dungannon in 1782-3. The Dungannon Clubs promoted extreme
nationalism, one of their main concerns being the high level of recruitment
to the British army. They were eventually subsumed into Sinn Féin.

Hobson and McCullough were involved with Tom Clarke and Sedn
MacDiarmada in reforming the IRB into an effective organisation.
McCullough was chairman of the Supreme Council at the time of the 1916
Rising, but the Military Council did not inform him of the final details. Due
to the confusion arising from Eoin MacNeill’s countermand he was unable
to play an effective part in the Rising. Hobson had a major role in the
formation of the Irish Volunteers, but lost credibility when he acquiesced
in allowing Redmond to take control of the organisation, despite the

fact that he did it for good reasons. No more than McCullough, Hobson
was not privy to the final arrangements for the Rising; however, when
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he suspected on Holy Thursday that it was planned for Easter Sunday he
informed MacNeill of his suspicions, thus precipitating the crisis. To ensure
that he caused no more trouble, the Military Council had him placed under
arrest until Easter Monday. He did not take part in the Rising, claiming
afterwards, ‘l was not going to be driven against my judgement by being
faced with a fait accompli’.
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Bulmer Hobson. (Ms. 13,174(7), Hobson Papers).
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Denis McCullough

Denis McCullough.
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Dungannan Club Pablications, No. 2. PRICE ONE PENNY.

TO THE WHOLE PEOPLE OF IRLLAND

THE MANIFESTO

OF THE

DUNGANNON CLUB BELFAST

I. Ireland to-day.

Trelnnd stands to.day in the midst of the strong and powerfil pooples weak

snd misorable, among the wenlthy pations we ate posr. aud

Qur position. bemmrly, g b prond wa ey with s wenls veice faint.

hieavtedly for that stroms wiel mdopendint oatlonsl life thas

cin only bo won by strenuous effort and great saceifios, W Jove ot to les

Uhisigrs drifi, anel eontinne in oor ol conrses for suothor genertion and tha

Irisli Nation will Lave poriahod atbody s wo lnve but to turn like men amk

faka the belm into our own loode, sud wo ean make it dreng, and great o
itdoponilent.

W can, il we will, bl mp o people. selfeontainod, solf-contorad, self:
reliant—n poople not Iookings for the ripeal of an English Aet, nor for the per-
mizaing: of Englamd to eaist ad dovelop by ils Bighest ind fallesd capaoity.

To-day we are smedueated, bub our people must bo: taoght: today our
indnstrios sre pemlised, and the people are loaving the land.  They must ba .
leopt ot Lows D in Treland, industeies moss be startod.

A complote compmareial —n polilisal nod socinl vooomstrnetion of the
aouniry - is roquisite-—and has got to be undertakion by i mon of Lralad now,
It & u great worls, bt we will not step aside bocanse of the greatness of it e
AN BE DOXE 1 THE PROTLY WILL, AXD IT MUUY, 08 THET FESINL, ’

1I. Hational Government.

It is ouly with freo polition]l institutions that n pooplo emn dovelop itn
guriis o its power ; and so af the back of every ovil that infests this land,
aver and alive them all, sl responsiblo for all, (s the governmans of Irelund

by Englind.  Euglonl governs this eanntry against the
English Rule. wishes of it poopla,  Lthieally lior ocaupntion of Irebind is

fmmaral and indefensille—but Joho Hall s wot worred
with poinits of ethics or eonscionce,  But so long as be governs this land agaimst
the will of ite paople, b has gob to expect the ntuest opposition from the peopls
b fusists on soverning.

In the stroggle besween the two mitions, our opponmls have got an
vfBipion® weapan of nitaclcin the form of theiv Government, Wa on the other
hiaud hivew it organisation 4o opposs to thoir Gevarmment, o we mnss ereats
e s eqbiilj' i may bo,  Hoglond may not recogniac it o5 reprosentativa of
the paople, but her recopnition is of lillo impartance. A nakional orgmuization
that fs going & cope with ujustics established for such a length of time and so

i

Manifesto and constitution of the Dungannon Club, Belfast, c.Aug. 1905. (Ms. 13,166(4),
Hobson Papers).
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Manifesto of the Dungannon Club, Belfast, c.Aug. 1905. (Ms. 13,166(4), Hobson Papers).

Manifesto and constitution of the Dungannon Club, Belfast, c.Aug. 1905. (Ms. 13,166(4),
Hobson Papers).
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Manifesto and constitution of the Dungannon Club, Belfast, c.Aug. 1905. (Ms. 13,166(4),
Hobson Papers).
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Manifesto and constitution of the Dungannon Club, Belfast, c.Aug. 1905. (Ms. 13,166(4),
Hobson Papers).




10

nli

Leabharlann
Néisidinta

na hEireann
National Library
of reland

321

‘ 19 16 The 1916 Rising: Personalities and Perspectives

Bulmer Hobson and Denis McCullough

Application form for Fianna Eireann issued probably soon after its re-launch on
16 August 1909.
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Members of Fianna Eireann engaging in medical field training. (Keogh 210).
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The constitution of the Irish Republican Brotherhood as it was at the time of the 1916
Rising. (Ms. 13,163, Hobson Papers).
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AMENDED
CONSTITUTION OF THE IHISH REFUELICAN
BROTHEHRHOOD .

Wherens The Irish Feople have never cessed to etrugple for the recovery
of their independence since the date of its dastruction snd whereas
4t hae on this 17th Day of March, the day of our Patron Saint, St.
Patrick, 1873 been resolved by & convention of Irish Patriots,held
in Dublin and representing mssccisticns of Irishmen existing in
various parts of Irelend, England and Scotland to amend tha
tonetitution of the present Irish Revolutionmery COrgenisation for
the purpose of overthrowing English power in Ireland, and of
estsblishing an independent Irish Republic, Ssid organisation being
¥nown as The Irish Hepublicsn Brotherhood mnd governsd by &

Couneil by o council entitled "The Supreme Council of the Irish
Republican Erotharhoed and Government of the Irish Republic”. The
following is declared to be and promulgated as the Amended
Constitution of the Irieh Republican Brotherhood and of the Supreme
Pouneil of the Irish Hepublican Erotherhood and Government of the
Irish Republic.

CONSTITUTION OF TEE g}éﬁﬂ REPUBLICAN

SRR R

The I.R.B: is and shall be composed of Irishmen, irrespective
ef clegs or creed resident in Ireland,Bngland,Scotland,America
Australia ond in all other lands where Irishmen live,who are willing
te 1lsbour for the establishment of o free and Independent Republican
Government in Iraeland.

The I.R.B. whilst lsbouring to prepere Ireland for the task of
recovering her independence by force of arms shall confine itself
in time of pesce to the exercise of moral influences, - the
eultivation of union End brotherly love smongat Irishmen = the
propagation of Republican Principles and the spreading of & Imowledge

The constitution of the Irish Republican Brotherhood as it was at the time of the 1916
Rising. (Ms. 13,163, Hobson Papers).
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The constitution of the Irish Republican Brotherhood as it was at the time of the 1916
Rising. (Ms. 13,163, Hobson Papers).
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The constitution of the Irish Republican Brotherhood as it was at the time of the 1916
Rising. (Ms. 13,163, Hobson Papers).
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The constitution of the Irish Republican Brotherhood as it was at the time of the 1916
Rising. (Ms. 13,163, Hobson Papers).
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The term of office of the Supreme Council shall be two years but
any member may bLe removed ot any time by a two thirda vote of his

constituents or & two thirde vote of the Suprepe Council and any
marber of the 5.C., wishing to resipn will give one menths notice to
his constituenta and to the 5.C.

There shall be an Executive of the Suprema Council, composed of
the President, Secretary and Treasurer of that bedy, the deciaicn of
any two of whom shall be binding on all.

The duty of ths President of the Supreme Council shall be to
direct the working of the Irish Republican Erotherhood in all its
departments, subject to the control of the Supreme Council,

The appointmant, suspension and removal of all departmental officers
shall be vested in the Emecutive subject to the spproval of the
Suprame Council.

FNo member of the Supreme Council or officers in the employment
thereof shall be in receipt of any salary from ths funds of the
Supreme Council of the Irish Republican Brotherhoed.

The authority of the Supreme Council shall be unguestioned by
those who hnve become, or may hereafter become members of the I.R.B
snd the Suprame Council is hereby declored in fact as wall A8 by
right the sole Government of the Irish Republiec and has suthority to
Revy taxes,negocinte loons,rake war and paace and do ell other acta
necessory for the protection of the Irish Republic and members of
the Supreme Council shsll be Lound to this constitution and to one
apother by an o8th of fidelity and imviolsble secrecy and avery act
or attempted &ct of any member of the I.R.E. to subwvert the authority
of the Supreme Council shall in time of pesce be B grave misdemesnour
and puniehable accordingly and in time of war every such &ct or
attempted act shell be tresson and punishable with death,

The Supreme Council reserves to itself the ripht of desling with
all friendly powers on sll matters congerning the welfare of Ireland

The constitution of the Irish Republican Brotherhood as it was at the time of the 1916
Rising. (Ms. 13,163, Hobson Papers).
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snd the sdvancament of the cause of Irish Independance.

Executive power sholl never be vested in one man, but shall be
wvested in the President, Secretary and Treasurer of the Suprems
Council.

Every member of the I.R.B and every mesber of the Suprems
Council owes Civil snd Militory obedience to the Executive of the
Suprems Council and the Fresident thereof 1s In fact ag well as by
right President of the Irish Republic.

In the event of the Supreme Council being uneveidebly reduced
in murber, the member or remaining members ghall exercige the
suthority of the Supreme Council until} such time as the vacancies
ghall have been filled up which shall be done a8 econ as possible
snd the same for the Executive.

The military sutherity shall at all times be and remain subject
to the Civil Government and shall never be permitted to arrogate to
itself the power of lepislating or of restraining in any way tha
Constitution of the Irish Hepublie as prosulpated by the Supreme
Council.

At ssich meating of the Supreme Council the members therwof shall
hand in o summarised atatement of the receipts snd expsnditure of
the respective divisiona.

The Bupreme Council ghall have power to sward Capitel Funishment
ooly in cuses of treason and the crime of treszson is hereby defined
as any wilful act or word on the psrt of sny member of the I.R.B. or
of the Supreme Council ealeulated to betray the cause of Irish
Independence mnd subserve the interest of the British or any other
foreign Government in Ireland to the detriment of Irish Independence.

The Supreme Council shall appoint & mecret court in each of the
seven divisions of the I.R.E. for the triel of all mesbers charged
with the commission of treason or grave misdemeancura.

The constitution of the Irish Republican Brotherhood as it was at the time of the 1916
Rising. (Ms. 13,163, Hobson Papers).
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The constitution of the Irish Republican Brotherhood as it was at the time of the 1916
Rising. (Ms. 13,163, Hobson Papers).
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EAIBALD FRARAE.

After ths formation of the Irish Volunteers in
Cetcber, 1913, Phidraig Pearee was sworn in by me an a
member of the I.R.D. in Decesber of that year. I oannot
recollect which Cirele. The eircumstances leading to
this were as follows: Baing in finaneial Aiffisultiss
with his school, 8t. Enda's, Eathfarnham, and being
afraid of bankruptey, Pearse came to me in December 1913
with his problem. He had etarted his school on a
promips of £500 which had never materislised.

I arranged & lecture tour for him in the
United States after correspondence with J
Joe MeOarrity, Judge Heogh of the Supreme
think, John Quinn, When these arrangesents were madse,
and in view of the fuct that Fearse would almost certalnly

have been brought in to the I.M.B, at m very sarly date,
I swore him in before his departure for the Gtates.

Fearse went to the United States. I followed
a fortnight later. Fearse was quite unaware of my
intention to go there and was surprised when I turned
Upe 1 deal with the resson for sy visit to the U.85.A.
in my stutement on Roger Capement.

Fearse's development towards Left Wing
Haticnalism was remariksbly rapid. As late as 1512 he
spoke at a Esdmondite meeting im Dublin, apd a l1ittle
over a year later he beonme a mesber of the I.R.B. Six
monthes after I owore him inte the I.R.B. he was writing
to people in Ameriea, to whom I had introduced him,
telling them that I was not sufTlelently relisble, from
n revolutionary point of view, to be entrusted with funds
or given support. Coples of some of his letters are

Statement by Bulmer Hobson on Patrick Pearse given to the Bureau of Military History,
26 Jan. 1938.
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etil]l axtant and I have given them to the Hational
Library.

He was a sentimental egotist, full of ‘curlous
0ld Testament theories about being the soapegost for the
people, and he became convineed of the necesaity for m
periodic blood ssorifice to keep the Mational spirit
alive. There wan a certain strain of abnormality in
all this. He 4id not contribute greatly to the hard

grinding work of building up the movement, but ss soon
as we had succeeded in getting & small organisation and
a handful of arms he seiEed the opportunity to bring
about the blood eserifics.

Statement by Bulmer Hobson on Patrick Pearse given to the Bureau of Military History,
26 Jan. 1938.



