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1916 The 1916 Rising: Personalities and Perspectives

Those who Set the Stage
Those primarily concerned with Irish culture

Douglas Hyde, Eoin MacNeill, and the Gaelic League

Douglas Hyde (1860-1949) was born at Castlerea, Co Roscommon, the
son of a Church of Ireland clergyman. He was educated by his father and
at Trinity College, Dublin, where he studied law. Later, he learned Irish

at Ratra, Co. Roscommon, where the language was still spoken but was
seemingly in irreversible decline. His life was largely devoted to the study
and publication of traditional Irish literature and folklore, his publications
including Amhrain Gradh Chuige Connacht (‘Love Songs of Connacht’,
1893) A Literary History of Ireland (1899), and his autobiography Mise
agus an Connradh (‘Myself and the Gaelic League’, 1931). He also wrote a
number of plays, the most notable being Casadh an tSugain (The Turning
of the Straw Rope), the first play in the Irish language to be professionally
produced (1901). He adopted the pen-name An Craoibhin Aoibhinn (‘the
delightful little branch’). In 1909 he became the first professor of modern
Irish at University College, Dublin.

While Hyde’s literary contribution was considerable, his monumental
achievement was as a cultural activist. In 1893 he chaired the foundation
meeting of the Gaelic League which had been convened by Eoin MacNeill;
Hyde became the first president, a position he held until 1915. The
organisation was non-political and nonsectarian and aimed at involving
people of different religious and political loyalties in a common cultural
effort. Its objective was the revival of the Irish language and the
preservation of Irish literature, music and traditional culture.
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Douglas Hyde, Eoin MacNeill, and the Gaelic League

Under the direction of Hyde as president and Eoin MacNeill as secretary,
the Gaelic League formulated and implemented an ambitious programme;
by 1905 it had 550 branches throughout the country. The branches
organised Irish classes conducted by timiri (travelling teachers) and also
lectures, concerts and Irish dances. From 1899 onwards the Gaelic League
published An Claidheamh Soluis, an Irish-language weekly newspaper. It
staged an annual cultural festival, the Oireachtas, and had Saint Patrick’s
Day designated a national holiday. It also succeeded in having Irish included
in the curriculum for primary and secondary schools and in having it made
compulsory for matriculation at the National University of Ireland.

While the Gaelic League was strictly non-political and the membership
included some unionists, the majority of members were nationalists - in
the decades leading up to 1916 most would have been moderates who
regarded Home Rule as the only viable objective. The membership also
included extreme nationalists, including a number of the signatories

of the 1916 Proclamation of the Irish Republic, who were particularly
influential within the organisation. While these eventually gained control
in 1915, the main contribution of the Gaelic League to the 1916 Rising had
already been made: over a generation the Gaelic League had accomplished
significant cultural change in the nationalist population. The young men

of the 1916 generation were proud to be Irish and heirs to one of the
oldest civilisations in Europe; many of them spoke the Irish language; they
cherished their cultural traditions; and, moreover, they were aware of their
national history—a history in which Ireland had been unjustly dominated
for centuries. While the majority would settle for Home Rule, some
believed Ireland was entitled to full independence, an objective for which
they were prepared to fight.
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Douglas Hyde as a young man.
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34.2 Douglas Hyde, Eoin MacNeill, and the Gaelic League

Draft of letter by Eoin MacNeill proposing the foundation of a society for the preservation
of the Irish language.(Ms. 19,315).
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Draft of letter by Eoin MacNeill proposing the foundation of a society for the preservation
of the Irish language.(Ms. 19,315).
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Minutes of the preliminary meeting of the Gaelic League. (Ms. 10,895).
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THE GAELIC LEAGUE.

(Fouxpep, July, 1893.)

ORJECTS.
1. The preservation of Irish as the national languagze of Ireland,
and the extension of its use as a spoken tongue.
2. The study and publication of existing Gaelic literature, and the
cultivation of a modern literature in Irish.

MEeaxs,

The mesus by which it is sought to achieve these objects are :—

1. The establishment of branches of the League in suitable centres,
especielly iu the Irish-speaking districts,

2. The encouragement of the formation of classes for the study of
[rish.

8. The holding of public meetings and lectures for the purpose of
stimulating and informing public opinion on bchalf of the Irish
language.

4. To eucourage the prople who know Irish to speak it halitaally
where it is understood, and to impart the language to the young.

3. To endeavour to secure that, as in Wales, the national Inugnnge
shall be the medium of instruction in the National Schools in those
districte where it is the home langunage of the people, and that
greater facilities than at present be afforded for its teaching in the
National and Intermediate Schools in all parts of the country,

6. The publication and distribution of books and pamphlets in
Irigh, or relating thereto.

7. The publication of the Gadlic Jowrnal, & magazine devoted
exclusively to the objects of the League and issued mainly in the
Irish langnage.

8. The encouragement of Irish wusic and songs in Irish.

9. To iufonu the public on guestions relating to the movement by
coutributions to magazines und journals,

10. The colleetion of the oral Gaclic literature, cousisting of folk
tales, poems, songs, proveibs, riddles, &c., still extant among the
people.

11, The free grant of Irish books to branches of the League that
cannot casily obtain them otherwise,

A Gaelic League leaflet.



1916 The 1916 Rising: Personalities and Perspectives

SS8 TE

Douglas Hyde, Eoin MacNeill, and the Gaelic League

by Ty o PvEpamg] gonebne TH
i ,:\uh.____a “ wanaTe L ey ey

Towel arq] W1 Hagsng o g

FEEE dw 0 JJu) @AM WEY UYL YOAEES maw alfepias Lo kg LRI

abmduey prioney o gy o
FIXUR ATYART] Biw] Eil JONN ORS00V e LW MNOEYH ] Eig.

HUYOLKY] HEHD THL LY. KOLLY INI0AN 1 IV EERan

‘HITEAL] CENE) RsEEE] g
IR knoe | so0w0s B Koy
FEREN I INATE X T RN

TN RE Wi ey EriRrA B TR OFT R "
TEIMA WL O L R YLOH KOS
LaNTNARVENL

THER

L i:x:_a...ﬂ.:_nﬁ.

CERIDT AR vA R0 |1

AW RS MR T Ay KOATH Ll |

HIVHOGD TAVHATE
TIARKOO LU

K RO Y HOIN B R
HHENN A0H ETTEVED X

WACTL W
LANLE R
VIR HIAYED O ANTE oy
LNTTIERCSHN A
T A0AN BYIB10T M-
ANFTIETS S
]

WXNTIH] EF RANOJE ROVARNYT] Musw) 3Ms 409 b dranmknng
ANOVAT OIEYs 0L

[Heirmerny mecing)

HERE T R e g
BUgD mirge s edenina | Sadv Bivedoad pnyrse
i nm._.-auum a .vll:.:..__ ik Py uusyd o vgoeds copay ~dudgream
I dalv oefne ro aipneved amagnul Jnde sgresinmetl e
14975 g :.ms___ur.._.z_.m urypilge YirunaaEu fi.am.w..v!m B gt
ey wr Speu o ShiSves o Sjeanamg ukoy wigarealdy Rl divm
Frooe e ernu « aqeahpnbe-y v oo da oSty ey
i Ly
gy ou Firgoe wel pamuweg v e e ewina dyn csseplog
=pre wed de gmaals weaFory o ouine spkorysnn 2w doueg de sl yae age
BRI R, maplay ssrrikeg (e el el apsanerro by
i
SpperyS wmon Tuwr gera gudw g vl vaineEio v Qe Ca U
spsckly @ gquivp oo auing By 0800 pd werodisg i JAET g de sqrguedy
dvzudimy o vu epdembiuoy e #5000 v griseng uuramiEg L
*alivgey to sSyuen g Jewsad
FAT U T 3 PYURSED D WSl de e apelles o gunafies
“rliegey v Speacors PRS0 T G BE-u | s eiru oy i
ey s sussa drgadvag wrn ovJile fed v gyl s
vu S Fean oo doudow o wlee depleaon, wwrmala of arie Je
g o ed diwgo ow denind 4 pafipda wor o o adipyed deple o g
# aflerw o sl
o pmlaeng won gy oS g oot ol wlges v giedle, S
ard aray kel Grpoed v e deS dracpord gu Grapdd el
vl dernlos qeedry o oo aadle Dol gra Jnlasg oo suina s,
e agaty i gqd ue g i urgar uvhe ke goa ol el
el apruteg o it odivges al opge) re Sraq dnl Jeyyed 4y
wplnags | Indy
Equpet T o o gdyy oo prnes e vang aprlrzoens e S Jale e
unyedd o (e agE s 1) e unkie Sy e S adio
sor 8 e SaSw vl qunirg v sy ode [Epeg v grraueran i
._:.:_. T veuvwesbs ) uuymes e Sy usd wEvipaeS v el
Sdvow 4 age pedmigerd Sr ard sipar wedp agen Sy gu
o Bweagawud vew gefasprey oo e armereg oo Syregergd ur
fayviold aSqiaavs vu ambuuoy deailms Hipeligy ue 1y

¥

Pages from Gaelic League brochure, Oct. 1896. (Ms. 10,895).
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Statement by Eoin MacNeill on the success of the Gaelic League, 1893-4. (Ms. 10,895).
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Extract from page of An Claidheamh Soluis, 13 June 1903.
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ON WHICH SIDE ARE YOU
LANGUAGE COLLECTION NOW ON.

i

Poster advertising the annual Seachtmhain na Gaedhilge (Irish week), c.1915-16.
(Proclamations).



