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The Executed
William Pearse

William (Willie) Pearse (1881-1916), only brother of Patrick Pearse, was
born at 27 Great Brunswick Street (now Pearse Street), Dublin, the son

of James Pearse, an Englishman with a stone-carving business, and his
wife Margaret Brady. Like his brother Patrick, he was educated at the
Christian Brothers’ secondary school in Westland Row and afterwards
intermittently at the Metropolitan School of Art in Kildare Street where
he studied sculpture and drawing. Like Patrick, he joined the Gaelic League
and learned Irish to the extent that he was able to give classes to some of
his fellow art students.

It was intended that Willie should join his father in his stone-carving
business, but when James Pearse died in 1900, Patrick took over the
business while Willie completed his education. Patrick financed his
continuing art education, including periods in Paris and at South
Kensington in London. Willie had a modest degree of artistic talent

and in the period 1906-13 he exhibited work at the Royal Hibernian
Academy and the Oireachtas exhibitions. In 1907 he exhibited at the Irish
International Exhibition. He eventually took over the family business, but it
was already in decline and closed in 1910.

By then, Willie had teaching posts at Patrick’s school Saint Enda’s and its
sister school Saint Ita’s, his main subjects being English and art. As Patrick
became more actively involved with his work for the Irish Volunteers

and the Irish Republican Brotherhood, Willie took on more of the
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administrative burden of Saint Enda’s, being effectively in charge for long
periods. He had an intense interest in amateur dramatics and participated
in a number of productions at Saint Enda’s, but his performances as an
actor were not always impressive. Such was his enthusiasm, however,
that he and his sister Mary Brigid established a small amateur company,
the Leinster Stage Society, which presented a number of productions,
including a few at the Abbey Theatre in the period 1910-12, in some of
which he played leading roles.

Willie was devoted to his brother and as Patrick became more politically
extreme from around 1912 onwards Willie tended to follow suit. He

joined the Irish Volunteers on their formation in November 1913, being
promoted to the rank of captain by the end of 1915. By then he had also
been sworn into the Irish Republican Brotherhood. He provided secretarial
and other services for Patrick and seems to have been taken into his
confidence in the latter stages of the preparations for the Rising. Unwisely
as it turned out, when signing certain documents on Patrick’s behalf he
designated himself ‘acting chief of staff, which may have cost him his life.

In the Rising, Willie Pearse served as a captain on the headquarters staff
in the General Post Office. He was among the Moore Street group that
surrendered on the Saturday afternoon; on the way to the surrender point
near the Parnell Monument he carried the white flag. It was generally
thought that he was not sufficiently senior to warrant execution, but

being Patrick’s brother may have damned him. At his court-martial he
pleaded guilty, the only one of those executed to do so. William Pearse
was executed by firing squad on Thursday, 4 May, the day after his brother.
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Willie Pearse. He has been described as an earnest and pleasant-looking, slender young
man with sad eyes, a receding chin, and flowing dark hair. (Keogh 98).
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Willie and Patrick Pearse in the garden at Saint Enda’s, Rathfarnham
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TIpama na pPape, CMps 19101,
Fhiv Passion o, Faster g,

S3ol Canna, Rat Feapn Jn:
St B s Collewe, BRathbarnham

A commemorative postcard showing Willie Pearse as Pilate in his brother Patrick’s Passion
play featuring students from Saint Enda’s and Saint Ita’s. The play was produced at the
Abbey Theatre in Holy Week 1911.
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Programme for Leinster Stage Society productions at the Abbey Theatre, 26 Dec. 1911.
(Ms. 21,074).
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Programme for Leinster Stage Society productions at the Abbey Theatre, 26 Dec. 1911.

(Ms.21,074).

09.2



7]
D)
=
N
O
D)
¥
7]
—
)
A
)
-
3]
7]
O
=
S
-
o
7]
—
)
A
.UNV
S
m
)
r—
o
—
Q
<=
T
1
1

William Pearse

"uzprery Y—alaag

R0 nampy = afwuepy Hunay

suod] jamweg - - sadwepy sdng

RG] 22uai0| g - p

0307 pig - = aue(] ..E..:.._,.__
: prunnadryy,  afug

WEIRH,Q snwayg A +(paysiuyun) Aejg v

AVS SAAVI V ¥od

urmsow fpreg s I L= FwErg  CponRi]
v wmoly quon oy wo aBmiely daymy Yy suasg

PSR U A,

apgrrus gy wenlarpdipied g Sumad ¢ 'uiyangeay S Ay
yiiwjganig sepy sesnual] upntargry Suned o ‘goy
dpauuay epayg anydusp sy Y12g
plusadeny dmpy i gy -y “loun
[[E2n] JUpy <EuInNag Lo ] .m:..-n_aq

T ._,__..:-_\n..Lﬁ.._H. ...__t..!...._.

susnod 'H sawe[ &g 0w auo ui Apafivag v

DNT MNIDVY dHL

—1bn Ysr (lady "Sunous sy v RRo0
Uy aroyeq ganf  cpeEaue(] gaaop i edepa [Ews
¥ o TUISN0 A UG URYINY aduuey 3y ] —au3adg
WEMOR] MBIPUY ey ey wesiiag
sura] Wy g d5oind syl fsem [Ty SRRy
preadag frepy sy ny fuuy 3By
plEntTAEp Y paig sy 0 Yraylnogg sswef o

o parmanaday  apdsag
12,0 uedsow A9 130% duo Ul adaeg W

"TINAS HH.L

dog ariyy o sfoy maganpur o g
Surinp wruns sue 0 prisme) o jm ipgam Y T —3epnr

ugngy svau 38w g Buiysg e uladegony s jeuo —auadg
FRIEA] WE[ A woucirying o flire
suyEuOq] () ua3|rg Wy I, 9y jo daveg 3y g,
B O 1419 &g e ‘ueg
presaden g Anepy spwe gy Lijumesy picy we “oucl
s pruarafRy, ardi g
BEIED] H W Ag 391 suo
up fpaweo] v acky JudDOy UE J0j BV

A1dOd4d do0D THL

Programme for Leinster Stage Society productions at the Abbey Theatre, 26 Dec. 1911.

(Ms.21,074).

09.2



1916 The 1916 Rising: Personalities and Perspectives

National Library

Leabharl
Nisitinta

hEirea
of Ireland

eabhariann
na hEi
ional Li

William Pearse

A commemorative postcard for Willie Pearse. (O’'Mahony Album).
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