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John MacBride (1868-1916) was born at The Quay, Westport, Co. Mayo,
the son of Patrick MacBride, a shopkeeper and trader, and Honoria Gill. He
was educated at the Christian Brothers’ School, Westport and St Malachy’s
College, Belfast. He worked for a period in a drapery shop in Castlerea,

Co Roscommon and later with a firm of wholesale chemists in Dublin. He
joined the Irish Republican Brotherhood and was associated with Michael
Cusack in the early days of the Gaelic Athletic Association. He also joined
the Celtic Literary Society through which he came to know Arthur Griffith
who was to remain a friend and influence throughout his life.

In 1896 MacBride emigrated to the Transvaal (the South African Republic)
where he worked in a gold mine outside Johannesburg. He was joined
by Griffith and in 1898 they were both involved in the commemoration
of the 1798 Rising in the Transvaal. McBride provided a focus for the
more advanced nationalists in the local Irish community. The following
year he had a leading role in organising ‘the Irish Brigade’, a commando
force of 300 Irishmen which fought on the side of the Boers in the war
with Britain—one of many wars in which Irishmen fought on both sides.
MacBride became second in command of the force, holding the rank of
major. The force had considerable success in the field and was widely
publicised and glamourised in Ireland where it was commonly referred
to as ‘MacBride’s Brigade’. MacBride’s reputation was so high in certain
circles that in 1900 a group of republican activists put his name forward
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against the Home Rule candidate at a by-election in South Mayo. He failed,
however, to take the seat.

While MacBride had become a citizen of the Transvaal, the British
considered that, as an Irishman and citizen of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland, he had given succour to the enemy. As a result,
on leaving the Transvaal he settled in Paris to avoid prosecution. There,

he met Maud Gonne who accompanied him on a lecture tour of the United
States. They married in May 1903 and had a son, Sean, later to become a
distinguished jurist, leader of the political party Clann na Poblachta (the
republican party), and minister for foreign affairs. The marriage, however,
soon broke up.

Following an amnesty for those involved in the Boer War, MacBride
returned to Ireland. He settled in Dublin, taking up a position as

water bailiff for the port authority. He resumed some level of political
involvement, joining Sinn Fein and serving for a period on the supreme
council of the IRB. It seems that he had no involvement with the
preparations for the Rising. It is said that on Easter Monday he happened
to meet Thomas MacDonagh and his force of Irish Volunteers on their way
to take over Jacob’s biscuit factory and that he volunteered his services.
He served as second in command to MacDonagh.

Following the surrender on the Sunday, MacBride was taken into custody,
tried by court-martial and executed by firing squad on 5 May. He was
survived by his son Sean and his former wife Maud.
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A commemorative postcard.



Nil

Leabharlann
Ndisiinta
na hEireann
National Library
of Ireland

09.4

‘ 19 16 The 1916 Rising: Personalities and Perspectives

John MacBride
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BT Ve whin Uil miowaiit, wedt THEIAE W R-biR U
—_— - — OF THE UNITED STATES,

JOHN M BRITVE.

o blees you, Juhn M-irids, ardon? 3 JEROME EDWARDS, MANRAGER,
~ God biless Trish
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,“_”,:ia%mr’.’h. MONTAGUE CORNER COURT STREET,
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Major John Me dridd,

Daar Siri- Ete, Well My old Fellaw-Codntryman, SChonl-mate,
Teawns—man, & Naiehbar: =T w surprised on reciavin® a ldstter from Mr
- o S g Y, s lastport in which he tnld me
that you were in the Eransvaal,and ong o the £i0st to areanise an
Trish driesads, tn h2lp the Seers in their strugel? A«ainst oar ancient

r'ng,

I can only repeat the last 1ine in the im‘:‘Lns.laﬂﬂ‘l!?Pil‘lfe'. tLaken rrom
2 Mayn paper (Maye News): - GOD HLESS YOU JOHN Md BRIDE, and the cafse
Cor which you risk yoar Jife,

I have seen it atated that the people’of South N2¥s intended tn nom-
inate you as M. Y in the place of Michasl Davitiy Who resicnsd ag a
protest azainst this unjust war, T hapa t.he)Jl.J.n & that you will be
Euceesstul.

Wi gar Lhe seatiment of this Country I am sate IR gaying that 00%
of i1t 1s with Lnep‘;\er.s. =

Jntfortunatly the fery Lhat be are paintally ,-;i"t‘-re-:t- £ neutral.?
&0 much so Lhat théy are sericusly endancerine gheir chances ot pa-
eleckion, T dont Hesitate to say g0 ,'tho' I am'a Republican ar at
léast always have Leen,but T can only stand a v-1r~.r small portion ot
Fro-tdritainism, o

T Tike the good old Americanism that wa not atrald tb stand up or
the under doz if' he was only in Lhe rieht. |

You may think it stranee that T should write you WHD have never dane
&n bDetnre & who,T deubl very much you can recalls but at times like
this we must thro’ form Le the winis & eive a min the Honoar sthat he
has warned,

I also realise that it is Aifficult Tor Yo te lear Trom home and
while T can only say in a eensral way that Westyort is abeuat the
game and that T have not heard af any deaths or serions illness nt
any one, in which yeu or T would be interestedi. :Hi1l it may ba ar
fome pleasare to zet a l1ine from an old Towns-mn, & wallwisher,

Lo ba abla to tell yea that the wvarims Tactisns in Traland
have comz tLozether & there is now nnly one unit«d party ander the
lsadership of John Redmnnd,

Let thae ¢ond work %o on, Fpeland is -has- now wicievdd a blow to har
prestize which a Century will not ses her racowvr :‘l:'nn:fit‘ she ever
ings,
It there 15 any thing that T can de, maks, use ot me,
I say this as you may bs able o @eni a letter 10 Ltha U, 5, wia, Del-
agoa day. France, (or Germany )which T conld remai Lo Iralandi ©ar ynou,
As this lstter may et rn to an Fnelish Ship arinte Enzlish hands

a1 t. the head .
-{" '.H‘%{ iﬂ%iin%anwﬂ\ﬁiﬁh‘}n-—: you the best of zan luck , & may God
Bless you & brineg ymi sate thro’.

I remain yours vary siegerly,

m-?zf.ﬁ' b el e i <

Letter from John M. Coghlan in New York to John MacBride in the Transvaal, 10 Feb. 1900.

(Ms. 26,757, F.J. Allen Papers).
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'MAJOR JOHN McBRIDE,

Leader of the Trish Brigade in the Doer War,
in South Africa, uml

MIssS MAUP GONNE

“Ireland’s Joan of Arc,” by the

United Irish Societies of Providence

AT THE

EMPIRE THEATRE,

« SUNDAY EVENING, APRIL 14, 1901

w MAYOR JOHN J. FITZGERALD, of Pawtucket,
will preslda

THI FO.I..LOWING TALM m TAKE PART 1

Sl

] MISS MARY McGOVER.N
2| MR, ROBERT J. CASEY, - - -
MIS5 MARGARET V. MAHONEY, - -
# MR. EDWARD P. TRACY, - Selections on Irish Bag Pipes
Accompanists, Mr. Prederick G. Gorman and Miss Mary V. Casey.

|Grand Street Parade by the Third Regt,, I. V., Colonc{
Jahn T. Flynn, Commandmg, from Hotel to Theatre. ta

o ‘MTI(IKETS 85, 50 AND 75 CENTS.—

Doors open at 7.15. Exercises commence at 8 o'clock.
Tickets can be secured from any of the members,

‘T'he Exercises wrill close with the singing of * GOD SAVE IRELAND.™
Migh uvpon the gailows tree War the scean's swelllng ware,
Swung the soblehearted thier, And the feiends in Boly Ireland ever dear.
By the venweful tyeant siricken in their Fa i
Llnam;
Huot they met him face 16 lace,

Climbed ey up the rugpged stair,

Rutig their volees out in praver,
With the courage ol their race, Then with England

And they went wi h aquls undavoted (o their and's fatal cord arond then

Fh cnst,

Close beneath the gallows tree.
"God save Ireland!™ said the heroes: Kissed ke brothers lovingly,
«God save Trefandi’ n-n.i-l they all. Trueg bo hotse, and falth, sud freedom te the
Whelher on the senifold high. Bast. CRORUA.
Qr the battlefeld we die,
i | Hever th] the fatest day
O, what matter, when for Erin dear we (a1’ T S e

Girt around wiih cruel foes, O the gallaut lives thua given for our land
Bl their spirits proudly rose, Buk on ihe camee musi E®
Farthey thought of hearts that loved them, | Admidat joy.or weal, or woe,

far and wear; | Till we've made oor isle a uailen free nnd
©Of the milljons trug and brave gramd. CHORrS.

Advertisement for reception for John MacBride and Maud Gonne, 14 April 1901.
(Ms. 26,756, F.J. Allen Papers).
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Card inviting John MacBride to a Sinn Féin lecture. (Ms. 26,756, F.J. Allen Papers).
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